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TO  THE  READER. 


THE  fubjed;  of  this  book,  however  melancholy  it 
may  appear  to  fomef  yet  it  is  neceflary  to  all  ^ 
feeing  the  word  of  Cod,  and  our  own  experience,  do 
afTure  us,  that  **  Man,  who  is  born  of  a  woman,  is  of  fow 
days,  and  full  of  trouble  ;**  and  that  he  **  is  bom  to 
troubles,  as  the  fparks  fly  upwards."  Nay,  God's  dcareft 
children  are  not  exempted  from  this  common  fate.  We 
fee  what  is  the  charader  God  giveth  of  his  church,  Ka* 
liv.  II.  **  Othou  affli£)ed,  and  toiled  with  tempe(t8, 
and  not  comforted." 

If  in  this  world,  then,  we  muft  look  for  tribulation,  it 
is  highly  neceflary  for  every  man  to  feek  diredion  how 
to  provide  for  it,  and  behave  under  it,  fo  as  be  may 
glorify  God,  edify  others,  and  attain  to  eternal  happi* 
nefs  at  lail.  The  tribulations  we  have  to  look  for  here 
are  manifold ;  but,  among  thofe  that  are  outward,  I 
know  none  about  which  men  ought  to  be.  more  thought- 
ful and  concerned,  than  bodily  ficknefs,  that  ufual  har- 
binger of  death,  and  which  ufliers  the  way  to  judgment. 

This  is  a  fubjeA  not  much  handled  in  public  fer- 
mons,  which  are  delivered  only  to  them  that  are  in 
health,  the  Gck  being  incapable  to  attend  them.  Where- 
fore, it  feems  the  more  neceflary  to  handle  it  in  writf^ 
ing,  that  fo  the  afllided  may  have  a  book  in  their  hou* 
fes,  and  at  their  bed- fides,  as  a  monitor  to  preach  to 
them  in  private,  when  they  are  leftrained  from  hearing 
fermons  in  pubhCf 

And  though  fometimes  minifl;ers  fermons  may  be 
very  fuitable  to  the  cafe  of  the  fick  and  afili^ed  ^  yet, 
alas  !  the  moft  part  are  carelefs  and  forgetful  hearers 
of  thefe  things,  while  they  are  in  health  and  profperity, 
as  reckoning  the  evil  day  at  fome  diftance  from  them» 
A  book,  then,  fuch  as  the  following  Directory,  being 
writh  them  in  time  of  ficknefs  and  afilidion,  may,  by 
th^  divine  bUfling,  be  ufefiil  to  bring  to  their  remem- 
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htaaact  tiio(e  ccunfela  and  acinusninans  whicii  tiiey  very 
xnucE  negie^bcd  in  :he  dme  of  rfamr  heaitii* 

Agsai^  mintilexs  of  the  so^i?^  dkngh  aersr  to 
much  inciined  to  anxxuidxe.  fick,  ^et,  by  seifiin  of  ui^ 
abiiiiy  aa^  mialtifB^^taef  oi  eAet  w^nk^tmaamt  he  ^hnjs 
with  rhcm^  to  diraJr,  rdblvcr  and  amfciit  durxn.  Boi 
fvkh  ^  bMfc  aa  this,  diqp  any  fa»F«  ftiU  at  haadm  coa- 
ildrwidi. 

Afld^  i«  fegatd  cW  affixded  fer  dte  mofl:  part  ave 
4HPt  of  ea&  A>  read  fer  tfaeicfeives  it  would  bca  moft 
€luniea>ie  wotci:  for  ffienda  «r  Bri^^fakmn  ehai!  afttcad 
ifcem,  CO  lay  h#Id  oo  piopcr  £ca£>ah  Im  fcadizi^  Cuch  a 
lx»k  asdkdiin  chekhcafui)^^  and  c^ecuUffucb  chap- 
ters or  dvreclioiis  as.  cfacy  jnige  moft  faitabk  fer  tfacai* 
TW  ye«  anf^  be  kelped  in  feme  medspt  to  OLoaer 
fCM^r  eonfeitncei,  and  do  you  Uft  cfion  ef  fcinffnrft 
to  yoifirfick  and  dyfk^  friends  vlicn  TOO  caaferrcdieaEi 
no  f of^er  in  this  world. 

I  iMq^  Ka:re  broi^^  in  and  KimBrd  feane  coatfo- 
fetfici  (Ind  I  been  fend  of  dieni}  in  the  cnfexnp  tiea- 
iakt  ^ItOfOl  the  adminiftralion  of  Ac  Loid*s  fepper  to 
iht  (ickf  and  aboot  ejuitnie  nnAioo,  which  feaie  aUb 
hcf^  l#  plead  fer»  and  thence  hare  taken  occafioo  m 
touch  at  feme  odier  new  nfefes,  fech  as  the  nnddln 
Aaie«  prsqrrrifertbedeadtand  other  Popflicnorsy  that 
fomo  (caned  Ptoteftanu)  would  hare  leri^ed  and  intro* 
Sliced  among  m*  Botlhareindoftriodlyflinnncdwkt 
is  controret wd^  and  kent  clofe  to  what  b  praftkal  and 
owned  by  all  trae  Chriftsana. 

For  prerentf  ng  the  growth  of  tfaefe  and  other  enors, 
(from  which  this  nation  hath  been  much  longer  firee 
^an  others)  I  wi (h  all  ranks  among  us  would  cfefely 
obferre  the  facred  rale  of  faith,  Gcd's  word,  and  re* 
member  the  folemn  and  national  engagements  we  of 
this  bnd  are  under,  to  maintain  the  pure  truths  of  God 
therein  contained,  in  ojppofition  to  all  forts  of  errors, 
whether  Po|M(h»  Pelagian,  Arian,  Antinomian,  3cc* 
And,  may  we  erer  abhor  the  do^ne  that  would  teach 
us  to  break  thefe  bands  afunder  ! 

Have  we  not  ground  this  day  to  fufpeA  that  Satan 
is  earrying  on  a  deep  and  fubtle  pk>t  for  (haking  our 
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corenanted  Reformatbn,  and  weakening  a  Protefldut 
intercft  ?  When^  upon  the  one  handj  fome  are  be{;in*- 
ning  openly  tx>^dvatict  and  propagate  the  old  abjured 
Popifti  dodirines  which  our  reformers  did  throw  out, 
and  with  ases  and  hammers  would  go  at  once  to  cut 
^down  all  our  carved  work  (  and,  at  the  fame  timei  on 
the  other  handy  fome  would  be  at  breaking  down  the 
excellent  fences  of  our  Reformation,  viz.  our  covehant<-y 
£onfefiion9,  the  magiftrate's  power,  &c  For  this  en<^« 
papers  are  fpread,  and  portions  advanced,  impugning 
the  warrantablenefs  of  our  national  covenants  and  con^ 
feffions,  and  the  obligation  thereof^  reflecting  alfo  up. 
on  bur  worthy  Reformers  and  anceftors,  as  unenlight* 
ened,  who  framed  and  took  them,  or  died  adhering 
thereunto  \  and  alfo  denying  the  magiftrate's  power, 
CiBCA  SACRA  (for  the  fupportof  the  truth,  and  fuppref- 
iing  of  herefies)  acknowledged  by  (be  word  of  God  and 
our  confeffion  of  faith  \  and  all  this,  forfooth,  to  make 
way  for  d  toleration  of  all  errors  and  fedls  among  us ; 
though  they  cannot  but  know,  that  tolerating  of  falfe 
religions  is  cscprefsly  ranked  among  the  fms*  forbidden 
ID  the  fecond  commandment,  according  to  the  expofi* 
tion  of  our  larger  catechifm ;  and  is  alfo  condemned  by 
the  twenty*  third  chapter  of  our  confelfion:  in  both 
which,  we  may  fee  the  clear  fcripture*  texts,  cited  by 
the  AiTembly,  for  refuting  and  condemning  any  fuch  to* 
lei ation*  Ah  !  what  joy  may  all  this  caufe  at  Rome  ! 
therefore  tell  it  not  in  Gath,  &c. 

As  the  Lord  did  fignally  countenance  our  Reformers 
practice  in  entering  into  folemn  and  national  covenants 
with  God,  and  among  themfelves,  for  religion  and  re- 
formation, by  the  pouring  out  of  his  Spirit  from  on 
high,  for  bringing  in  of  many  fouls  to  himfelf,  and  for 
ovcrtaming  idolatry  and  fuperftition,  and  advancing 
reformation  to  a  great;  pitch,  in  fpite  of  all  the  enemies 
and  difficulties  that  were  in  the  way ;  fo  their  practice 
of  national  covenanting,  even  under  the  New  Teila- 
ment  difpenfation,  is  fufliciently  warranted  both  by  the 
light  of  nature,  and  by  the  word  of  God,  and  that  in 
both  Ttltamenrs.  And  this  will  appear  if  we  confider 
the  fcriptnrc-preccdtruts,  together  with  the  promifes 
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and  prophecies  of  the  Old  Teftament  relating  to  gofpel 
times,  and  compare  them  with  the  New;  and  efpecially 
thofc  which  foretel  the  unchurching  of  the  Jewifti  na- 
tion, and  the  ingrafting  of  the  Gentile  nations  into  their 
room :  and  that  thereupon  the  national  church- {late 
and  privileges  of  the  Jews  ,were  to  be  transferred  to 
Chriitlan  nations,  and  particularly  this  of  being  nation- 
a!iy  in  covenant  with  God.  Which  prophecies  are  te 
have  their  fpecial  and  full  accomplifliment  at  Babylon's 
downfal.  For  illudrating  thefe  points,  and  applying 
the  fcriptun-texts  relative  thereto,  I  might  expatiate  in 
feveral  ihe^ts  of  paper,  if  it  were  proper  here.  I  (haM 
only  at  this  time  cire  fome  of  the  texts  that  may  be  well 
improven  to  the  forefaid  purppfes ;  which  the  reader 
may  turn  to  and  confider  at  his  leifure,  fuchaslfa.  xiir; 
1 8,  21,  23,  24,  25.  chap.  xlv.  23.  Jer.  1.4,  5.thelx.  Ixi. 
and  Ixii.  chapters  of  ifaiah  throughout.  Ifa.  Iv.  3^  4i  5. 
Micah  iv.  r,  2.  Zech.  viii.  21,22,  23.  Rev.  ii.  15.  Roni. 
xi.  17,  19.  chap.  X.  12,  19.  Mat.  iii.  5,  (^.  Afts  viii.  6, 
12.  2  Cor.  viii.  5.  Mat.  xxi,  43.  Rom.  ix.  24,  25,  26* 
compared  with  Uof.  i.  9,'  10,  1 1.  chap,  ii,  23.  Like* 
wife  I  might  cite  feveral  prophecies  with  refpe<El  to  the 
iilands,  and  utmoft  ends  of  the  earth,  which  were  peo- 
pled by  Japher,  that  have  a  very  particular  and  favour* 
able  afpe6l  to  this  covenanted  land. 

Be  fides  all  which,  it  is  evident,  from  the  firft  and  great 
command  of  the  law,  which  jb  direfted  to  Ifrael  as  a 
nation,  and  is  obligatory  under  the  New  Teftament  as 
well  as  the  Old  ;  that  it  is  a  moral  duty,  univerfally  and 
perpetually  binding  upon  nations  and  focieties,  as  well 
as  fiiigle  pcrfons,  to  chufe,  acknowledge,  and  avouch 
the  Lord  to  be  their  God,  to  walk  in  his  ways,  and  keep 
his  ftatutes.  This  is  required  in  the  firft  commandment 
according  to  the  expofition  of  our  Larger  Catcchifm  ; 
and  is  thrre  confirmed  by  thcfe  texts,  that  warrant  and 
exemplify  the  pra£kce  of  national  covenanting,  fuch  as 
Deut.  xxvi.  19,  17.  Jolh.  xxiv.  22.  In  fuch  a  national 
way  did  our  fathers  of  old  acknowledge  and  avouch  the 
l^ord  to  be  their  God,  and  devote  themfelvcs  and  their 
pofterity  to  the  Lord.  And,  blcfled  be  the  Lord  our 
God,  who  did  many  ways  declare:  himfdf  to  be  well 
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^eafed  with  the  bargain^  and  efpeclally  by  filling  the 
temple  with  his  glory. 

As  the  prophets  and  godly  Jews  were  at  great  pains 
to  convey  to  pofteritf  hiftorical  accounts  of  the  wonder«* 
derfo)  deliterances  God  wrought  for  Ifrael  at  the  Red- 
fta/and  in  fefcuing  them  from  £gyptj  Babvlon,  and 
other  enemies ;  fo  it  would  be  ufeful  to  fortify  our  re- 
formation, if  we  were  careful  to  hand  down  to  the  rifing 
generation  a  fenfe  ot  God's  diftinguifhing  mercy  to  this 
hnd,  in  deliirering  us  from  fpiritualifiabyloh,  and  refcu- 
ing  U3  from  time  to  time  from  theie  captains  that  have 
ibttght  to  lead  us  back  thither.  Many  a  time  hath  he 
delivered  us^  when  we  have  been  brought  very  low^ 

By  many  inftances  it  hath  appeared,  that  the  glorious 
JEHOVAH  hath  not  been  afhamed  to  own  his  cove- 
nant relation  to  this  finful  and  unworthy  land.  God 
forind  that  we  of  this  age  (hottld  be  afhamed  to  own 
oor  covenant- relation  to  him.  This  hath  been  both  our 
glory  and  our  fafety  \  and  I  hopC)  there  will  ftiU  be 
loond  a  remnant  to  pwn  it»  and  plead  it  with  God  in 
the  time  of  danger.  Surely,  it  is  not  time  now  to  dif- 
daim  it,  when  the  enemies  of  our  Zion  are  combining 
together,  and  feeking  to  raze  her  to  the  foundation. 
I^  all  her  lovers  cry  mightily  to  her  covenanted  Lord 
in  her  behalf,  in  thefe  fiiaking  times :  let  them  join 
to  put  up  that  prayer  of  the  Pfalmift,  Ixxviii.  28^ 
**  otrengthen,  O  God,  that  which  thou  haft  wrought 
for  us;''  and  that  of  Habakkuk,  Hab.  iii.  2.  "  O 
Lord,  revive  thy  work  in  the  midft  of  the  years." 
May  27.  1797. 

N.  B.  The  forefaid  digrellion,  in  the  preface  to  the 
fitft  edition,  was  occafioned  by  the  broaching  of  fome 
Sedarian  notions,  which  introduced  great  reelings  and 
Ihakings  in  thb  comer,  and  other  parts  of  this  church ; 
foce which  time^  alas!. (he  hath  enjoyed  little  peace 
]^thin  her  walls,  or  profperity  within  her  palaces ;  but, 
inftead  thereof,  flie  hath  been  tofled  with  tempefts  and 
troubles  of  various  lands,  whereby  the  children  of  Zion 
I^^ve^been  brought,  and  ftill  ly,  under  great  diftrefs  and 
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The  firft  impreiEon  of  this  book  being  difpofci 
and  a  fecond  called  for,  I  have  the  more  readily 
fented  to  it,  at  this  time  of  general  calamity  and  di( 
feeing  the  book  is  intended  as  a  Diredory  to  Chrii 
rnider  affli3ion|  whateverfort  it  be.  It  cannot  bi 
obrious  to  erery  ferious  obfcnrer,  that  the  Lord's  j 
ments  are  in  the  earth  at  this  day,  and  ^lat  the  in 
tants  of  this  land  are  generally  Tifited  with  calan 
of  dirers  kinds,  both  fpiritual  and  temporal ;  di 
makes  a  Dire£tory  how  to  manage  and  catty  u 
them  the  more  feafonable  and  necefiary. 

Ah  !  the  Lord's  hand  is  vifibly  lifted  up  against 
this  day,  and  hath  been  for  fome  years  pad,  in  (hu 
up  the  churches  womb,  blading  gofpel-ordinances, 
withdrawing  his  Spirit  from  the  aSemblies  of  his  pe 
and  from  our  judicatories.  '^The  flood-gate  is  op 
for  error,  infidelity,  and  loofenefe,  to  orerfpread 
land ;  fo  that  the  gofpel  of  Chrift,  the  holy  Script 
and  all  revealed  religion,  are  condemned  and  ridic 
by  many.  "  The  anger  of  the  Lord  harth  diridcd  us 
in  church  and  ftate,  and  hath  mingled  a  perverfe  1 
in  the  midft  of  us  y^  yea,  hath  made  foch  woful  brea 
among  godly  minifters  and  Chrifti^ttis,  who  are  an 
at  the  fame  things,  that  no  balm  can  be  found  for  ] 
ing  them.  There  is  a  way  opened  for  a  carnal  felf-i 
ing  miniftet  to  get  into  the  vineprd,  when  faithfn 
bourers  are  thraft  out,  and  godly  preachers  and  ftuc 
are  difcouraged  from  entering  in.  Not  a  few  Chri 
congregations,  who  lately  were  harmonious  and  uni 
partaking  of  gofpel-ordinances,  are  now  fo  mifer 
rent  and  fcattered,  through  mournful  intruGons  an 
viding  coorfes,  that  they  cannot  worflup  God  toget 
and  many  of  them  are  wandering  like  Iheep  having 
ibepherdi  espofed  to  beads  of  prey,  and  liable  to  p 
in  a  ftate  of  i«iorance  or  negligence. 

Likewife,  the  Lord's  hand  is  remarkably  lifted  u 
gainft  us,  in  the  variety  of  t^npcnral  jadgmentb  anc 
lamities  brought  upon  us  within  a  very  (hdrt  time 
paft.  Sometimes  the  Lord  tends  forth  his  fto 
winds  with  extraordinary  violence^  fo  as  to  carry 
ror  and  d^ftrudion  along  with  them  both  by  fea 
land^  and  even  threaten  to  bury  us  in  the  rum  of 

ho 
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houfes.  ■  Sometimes  he  fends  fuch  long  continued  rains 
in  Harvefl;,  as  threaten  to  deftroy  the  whole  crop  be^- 
fore  o.ur  eyes.  Sometimes  fuch .  extraordinary  ftorms 
of  froft  and  fnow^  as  to  bind  up  (he  waters  and  millsy 
tbat  food  .cannot  be  prepared  for  us,  and  we  are  ready 
toperifh  in  naidil  of  plenty. ^..Sometimes  he  fends  fuch  ^ 
(JeftTUftiise  ftorms  of  liejhtning  ^nd  thunder  from'hea- 
^n^  and  kindles  fuch  violent  fires  on  earth|  that  whole 
citieSf  with  their  inhabit  a  nts»  are  like  to  be  coiifumed 
therewith.  Upon  our  neighbouring  countries  dreadful 
inundations  have  beeafent  of  lateyfor  deftroying  the  in- 
habitants with  their  cattle  and  efFefis.  Again,  God  hath 
viGted  us  with  long  continued  drought,  cold  and  un- 
natural ftorms  in  the  fpring,  and  fometimes  with  froft  in 
midft  of  fummer,  which  have  brought  on  extraordinary 
fcarcity  and  dearth  of  viftual,  fo  that  there  are  great  dis- 
orders committed  in  the  land  by  riots  and  tumults  for 
want  of  foodi  and  multitudes  of  families  are  cliiifolved, 
and  forced  to  wander  begging  their  bread ;  and  the  cat- 
tle alfo  are  famiihed  for  want  of  grafs  and  food  to  fuftaiii 
^hem.  In  tlie  mean  time  we  are  engaged  in  war  with 
cruel  enemies,  who  feize  our  (hips,  carry  our  country- 
incn  captives,  thro^them  into  dungeons  and  naufcous 
prifons,  where  the]Hi<^  them  barbaroufly ;  yea,  much  of 
their  blood  is  ftied,  and  many  valuable  lives  ^re  loft  iri 
our  defence.  And,  befides  our  other  calamities,  we 
fuffer  greatly  through  decay  of  trade  and  merchandife, 
and  penury  of  money ;  in  many  places,  merchants,^ 
tradefmen,  and  artificers,  want  buQnefs  ;  there  is  no 
work  nor  hire  for  labourers,  and  for  thofe  who  would 
ufe  honeft  induftry  for  bread,  whether  men  or  women : 
fo  that  want  is  "  come  upon  us  as  one  that  travaileth, 
and  poverty  like  an  armed  man,"  and  many  are  reduced 
.  to  extreme  mifery,  and  ftarving  circumfta||^s,  for  lack 
of  bread*  "^^ 

By  all  which  proceedings  it  appears  that  God  hath  a 
peculiar  contrpverfy  with  Scotland,  and  threatens  to  pu- 
niftiher  remarkably  for  her  heinous  fins  and  provoca- 
jitions.  The  Lord's  hand  hath  been  long  lifted  up  againft 
us,  and  now  it  is  higher  lifted  up  than  ever  i  and,  the 
higher  it  is  lifted,  the  blow  is  like  to  be  "the  feverer  when 
given.    He  hath  fent  many  leficr  ftrokes  and  judjmcul?* 

upon  iis,  as  forerunners  and  warniiicrs  of  greater.  wKvdv 
Vol.  I.  jj  ^        ^  >  X.. 
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he  liith  dill  bis  refervc  for  us,  if  ^'c  repent  not ;  for  hu 
-^magazme  is  far  from  being  cxhauftcd.  As  there  are 
maily  caufcs  for  thefe  calamities  of  ours,  fql  think  there 
is  a  principal  one  mentioned,  Mat.  xxiv.  12.  "  Iniquity 
dotH  abound,  and  the  love  of  many  is  waxen  cold.*' 
Infidelity,  immorality,  and  contempt  of  the  gofpel,  arc 
come  to  a  prodigious  height :  our  hearts  are  become 
cold  and  frozen  to  Chrift  and  his  intereft,  to  his  people 
and  holy  laws  :  for  which  caufe,  God  is  provoked  ta 
fend  fach  judicial  cold  and  fr6fts  upon  our  land,  and  the 
fruits  of  the  earth,  fo  as  to  mar  and  diminiih  our  crops, 
and  reduce  both  men  and  Ijeafts  to  the  greateft  ftraits. 
And  yet  fo  great  is  our  impenitence  and  perverfenefs, 
that  we  will  not  fee  the  Lord's  hand,  nor  be  reformed 
by  all  thefe  judgments. 

It  might  well  be  cxpefted,  when  the  Lord's  judg- 
ments are  fo  vifible  in  the  earth,  that  not  only  his  peo- 
ple by  profcflion,  but  even  the  inhabitants  of  the  world, 
would  learn  righteoufnefs,  according  to  Ifa.  xxvii.  t>. 
But,  alas  I  So  perverfc  are  we  to  walk  with  God,  that 
neither  the  inhabitants  of  the  world,  nor  thofe  wha 
profefs  to  be  feparated  from  the  world,  will  alter  their 
courfe,  nor  learn  righteoufnefs  *^ay,  inftead  of  that, 
many  are  learning  ftill  more  wifldnefs,  "  Shall  I  not 
vifit  for  thefe, things  ?  faith  the  Lord:  and  (hall  not 
'my  foul  b^  avenged  on  fuch  a  nation  as  this  ?"  Alas  ! 
hath  he  mot  been  provoked  to  fay  concerning  us,  as  he 
did  concerning  his  ancient  people,  Lev.  xxvi.  23,  24. 
"  If  ye  will  not  be  reformed  by  all  thefe.  things,  but 
will  walk  contrary  unto  me  :  then  will  I  alfo  walk  con- 
trary unto  you,  and  will  bring  fcven  times  more  plagues 
upon  you,  according  to  your  fins***  And  Ixkewife  to 
fay  unto  U8>  as  unto  them,  "  When  ye  fpread  forth 
your  hanig^  will  hide  mine  eyes  from  you ;  and  when 
ye  faft  ancrmake  many  pravers,  I  will  not  hear :  but  I 
will  confume  you  with  the  Iword,  with  the  famine,  and 
with,  the  peftilence,''  as  in  Ifa.  i.  15.  Jcr.  xiv.  12. 

The  fword,  famine,  and  peflilence,  arc  God's  three 
ftiortal  arrows,  which  he  commonly  threatens  to  (hoot 
againft  impenitent  and  incorrigible  offenders.  Two  of 
the(e  are  already  (hot  againft  us  :  the  fword  is  drawn, 
and  much  of  our  countrymen's  blood  is  already  (hed ; 

and 
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tt-nd  what  further  dreams  of  it  may  flow  before  It  b^  put 
up  in  its  (heath,  God  only  knows.  The  evil  arrow  of 
famine  (as  God  calls  it,  Ezelc.  v.  16.)  is  let  fly  againil  us 
at  the  fame  time,  and  the  famine  is  th^  arrow  which  is 
the  fqrcft  of  the  three.  When  it  was  put  to  Drivid's 
choice,  which  of  the  three  he  would  be  the  butt  of,  he 
would  not  chufe  famine.  The  prophet  Joel  doth  b^;- 
wail  and  deprecate  this  judgment  in  the  mod  pathetic 
manner,  and  calls  the  whole  land  to  fading  and  pray- 
er, for  removing  it,  Joel  i.  i  o.  1 4.  And  we  fee,  when 
God  is  mod  angry,  and  threatens  to  fpend  his  arrows 
upon  a  guilty  people,  he  begins  with  the  arrow  of  famine 
a&  the  fored,  as  iu  Deut.  xxxii.  23,  24.  "  I  will  fpepd 
mine  arrows  upon  them,  they  (hall  be  burnt  with  hun- 
ger." And  we  fee  what  the  Spirit  of  God  faith  of  thofe 
\Kho  die  by  this  arrow,  Lam.  iv.  q.  "  They  that  be 
(lain  with  the  fword,  are  better  than  they  that  be  (lain 
with  hunger  ;  for  thefe  pine  away ;  dricken  through  for 
want  of  the  fruits  of  the  field  •,"  and  therefore  their 
death  is  mod  Hugging  and  miferable.  Likewife,  famine 
ttfeth  to  bring^n  the.  mod  naufeous  and  mortal  difeafes, 
and  frequently  the  pedilence  doth  follow  upon  the  back 
of  famine.  Is  it  not  then  high  time  for  our  land  to  take 
the  alarm,  when  God  begiqs  to  (hoot  his  evil  arrows  ? 
"When  the  lion  roars,  it  becoiTveth  us  to  fear  •,  yea,  to 
humble  ourfelves  in  the  dud,  and  mourn  for  our  iniqui- 
ties, which  kindle  the  (ire  of  wrath. 

Let  us  fearch  and  try  our  ways,  and  turn  again  to 
the  Lord,  from  whom  we  have  deeply  revolted  :  and^ 
particularly,  let  us  mourn  for,  and  turn  from,  thofe  fins 
which  the  word  of  God  points  out  as  bringing  on  f;^- 
minc ;  fuch  as,  i .  Afcribing  our  earthly  con) forts  and 
bleiBngs  to  other  things  than  God  the  true  author.  This 
fin  we  find  threatened  with  fcarcity  and  famine,  Jer. 
xliv.  17.  ^6y  27.  Hof.  ii.  5.  9 — 2.  Pervertmg  of  plen* 
ty  to  luxury  and  prodigality,  fenfuality  and  excel's,  re- 
vellings  and  dancings,  balls  and  aflcmblres.  We  fee 
how  thefe  are  threatened,  Ifa.  v.  11,  12,  13.  Amos  vi. 
4,  6,  7  — 3.  Rcje£ling  the  bread  of  life,  and  defpifing 
the  food  of  our  fouls.  God  ufed  to  punitli  men  for 
fheir  fins,  by  depriving  them  of  bread  for  their  bodies, 
Jer?  xi.  J  I,  22.— 4-  Men  minding  their  owu  things 
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more  than  the  things  of  God ;  and  ncgleding  to  build 
his  houfe,  and  put  rcfpeQ  upon  his  ordinances.  Upon 
fuch  account  God  brings  on  fcarcity  and  famine,  Hag. 
]•  9,  lo,  1 1 .; — 5.  Coven  ant- breaking,  and  dealing  cruelly 
with  the  poor,  or  with  ftranjiers  that  live  among  us : 
It  V  as  for  thefe  fins  that  God  fent  a  three  years  famine 
upon  the  land  of  Ifrael,  2  Sam.  xxi.  i. 

Moreover,  let  us  look  upon  all  thefe  temporal  ftorms 
lind  calamities  which  are  come  or  coming  upon  the  land, 
as  warnings  to  prepare  for  a  more  awful  ftorm  that  wc 
muft  all  meet  with  j  namely,  the  ftorm  of  death  and 
judgment  ;  let  us  ftand  habitually  prepared  for  that 
ftorm,  and  then  other  ftorms  will  not  fo  much  afFeft  us. 
If  it  be  asked.  What  we  fhall  do  to  be  fafe  in  time  of 
that  trying  ftotm  ?  the  anfwcr  is,  Let  us  fee  that  wc  be 
among  the  broken  in  heart,  or  the  fincere  penitents, 
who  are  heartily  grieved  for  all  known  fin  :  That  we  be 
true  believers  in  Chrift^i  who  truft  in  nothing  but  his 
Tighteoufncfs  and  merits,  for  juftification  and  falvation  : 
That  we  be  born  again,  and  made  new  creatures  by  a 
faving  change  both  in  heart  and  life :  That  it  be  our 
great  bufinefs  to  clear  up  our  evidences  of  peace  with 
God  through  Chrift,  and  of  our  title  to  the  manfions 
which  he  hath  purchafed  by  his  blood.  O  that  God's 
judgments,  when  they  are  on  the  earth,  were  means  to 
awaken  us  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come,  to  Chrift 
our  refuge  !  when  the  floods  of  great  waters  are  fwell- 
ing  up  to  the  brim,  our  only  fafety  is  to  fecure  a  hiding 
^itce  in  Chrift's  wounds. 

,  Let  us  follow  the  example  of  Noah,  who,  when  he 
faw  the  flood  coming,  took  warning,  and  prepared  an 
ark  for  faving  himfelf  and  his  houfliold,  Heb.  xi.  7. 
Jjct  us  even  imitate  the  Egyptians  that  feared  the  Lord ; 
they,  when  warned  of  the  dreadful  ftorm  of  hail  that 
was  coming  on  the  land,  made  their  ferv^nts  and  cattle 
to  flee  into  the  houfes,  £xod.  ix.  20.  God  hath  in 
mercy,  provided  chambers  for  his  people  to  hide  them- 
felves  itif  when  ftorms  are  coming,  even  the  chambers 
of  his  attributes  and  promifes,  and  the  chambers  of 
Chrift's  wounds  and  interceflSon ;  in  thefe  only  we  can 
find  fafety ;  let  us  enter  into  them  by  faith,  when  he 
invites  us,  Ifa-  xxvi.  ao,  21, 

-  V  Seeing 
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Seeing  in  thcfc  evil  days  we  have  fo  many  harbmgcra 
sind  fore  runners  of  death  before  our  eyes,  it  wiH  be 
highly  our  wifdom  ,to  keep  ourfelves  ftill  in  a  waiting 
pofturc  always  ready  and  willing  to  die.  What  is  there 
in  this  weary  land  to  tempt  us  to  defire  to  abide  in  it  ? 
Is  it  not  a  land  overwhelmed  with  fin  and  forrow  ?  O 
believers,  are  you  tofffd  with  tempefts  here  ?  Seek  the 
wings  of  a  dove,  that  you  may  fly  away  and  be  at  reft, 
pehabitually  dcfiring  to  depart,  that  you  may  be  with 
Chrift.  Surely  for  you  to  die  is  gain, yea,  infinite  gain! 
"What  are  the  imaginary  pleafurcs  of  this  world  to  tlic 
real  happincfs  of  the  next  ?  tho'  the  ftruggles  of  death 
be  grievous  to  nature,  yet  the  ^ains  of  dying  fhould  re* 
concile  you  to  it.  You  do  not  ftick  at  the  trouble 
of  putting  off  your  cloaths  at  nij^ht,  to  gain  a  little  reft 
to  your  bodies  \  and  why  (liould  you  ftick  at  uncloath- 
log  yourfelves  of  the  garments  of  flefh  at  God*s  call,  to 
gain  everlafting  reft  to  your  fotils,  and  the  fruition  of 
Chrift's  glorious  prefence  for  ever  ?  Let  the  thoughts 
of  this  gain  put  you  upon  ufing  all  means  to  get  your 
hearts  weaned  from  the  love  of  the  world  and  its  com- 
forts. Keep  the  mantle  of  earthly  enjoyments  hanging 
Joofe  about  you,  efpecially  in  thefe  calamitous  times^ 
that  fo  it, may  be  eafily  dropt  when  death  comes  to  car- 
ry you  to  the  eternal  world.  O  for  more  of  the  lively 
faith  of  that  world,  and  of  him  that  is  the  Lord  and 
purchafer  of  it !  But  feeing  this  fubjeft  is  more  large- 
ly infifted  on  in  the  book  itfelf,  I  (hall  add  no  more  here 
upon  it ;  only  I  fliall  fubjoin  a  colle£kion  of  fome  fwect 
and  comfortable  texts  of  fcripture,  very  proper  for  dy- 
ing believers,  to  meditate  and  feed  on  by  faith,  to  grip 
to  and  plead  with  God,  and  fuck  confolation  from, 
when  they  have  a  near  profpe£l  of  going  through  the 
dark  valley,  and  entering  into  the  unknown  regions  of 
eternity.     God's  word  will  then  be  our  hope. 
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A  COLLECTION 

OF 

COMFORTABLJE  TEXTS 
Tor  Dying  Believers. 

COME  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labour  and  arc  heavy 
laden,  and  I  will  give  you  reft,  Mat.  %u  28.  Ilim 
.that  Cometh  to  me  1  will  in  nowife  caft  out,  John  vi.  37, 

In  my  Father's  houfe  are  many  manfions  j  if  it  were 
not  fo,  I  would  have  told  you  :  1  go  to  prepare  a  place 
for  you.  And  if  I  go  and^prepare  a  place  for  you,  I 
viil  come  again  and  recfive  you  to  myfelf,  that  where 
I  am,  there  ye  may  be  alfo,  John  xiv.  2,  3. 

Becaufe  I  live,  ye  fliali  live  alfo,  John  xiv,  19. 

Chrift  faith.  Surely  I  come  quickly.  Anf.  Amen. 
Even  fo,  come  Lord  Jefus,  Rev.  xxii.  20. 

There  remaincth  a  reft  to  the  people  of  God,  Hcb. 
IV.  9. 

I  have  waited  for  thy  falvation,  O  Lord,  Gen.  xlix.  i8. 

Lord,  now  letted  thou  thy  fervant  depart  in  peace  ; 
for  mine  eyes  have  feen  thy  falvation,  Luke  ii.  29,  30. 

He  is  the  Rock,  and  his  work  is  perfeft,  Deut.  xxxii  4. 

The  Lord  will  perfefl:  that  which  conccrneth  me, 
Pfal.  cxxxviii.  8. 

Being  confident  that  he  which  hath  begun  a 

good  work  in  you,  will  perform  it  until  the  day  of  Je* 
fus  Chrift,  Phil.  i.  6.        . 

I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth,  and  that  he  (hall 
ftand  at  the  latter  day  upon  the  earth.  And  though, 
after  my  (kin,  worms  deftroy  this  body,  yet  in  my  flefh 
{ball  I  fee  God ;  \yhom  I  fhall  fee  for  myfelf,  and  mine 
eyes  (hall  behold,  and  not  another ;  though  my  reins 
be  confumed  within  me.  Job  xix.  25,  26,  27. 

Although  my  houfe  is  not  fo  with  God,  yet  be  hath 
made  with  me  an  everlafting  covenant^  ordered  in  all 

things 


<2ofHfertMe  ^exts  for  Dying  Believers.  xf^ 

things  and  fure.     For  this  is  all  my  falvation  and  ail 
my  dcfirc,  i  Sam,  xxiii.  5; 

Yea,  though  I  walk  throaj^  the  ralley  of  the  (ha- 
dow  of  death,  I  will  fear  no  evil,  for  thou  art  with  me, 
Pfal.  xxiii.  4. 

Into  thine  hand  I  commit  my  Spirit :  thou  haft  rc« 
deemed  me,  O  Lord  God  of  Truth,  Pfal.  xxxi.  5. 

For  this  God  is  our  God  for  ever  aiid  ever ;  he  will 
be  oar  guidi&  even  unto  death,  Pfal.  xlviii.  14. 

Thou  (halt  guide  roe  with  thy  counfcl,.and  afterward 
receive  me  to  glory%  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee  ? 
and  there  is  none  upon  earth  that  I  defire  bcfides  thee* 
My  flefh  and  my  heart  faileth  ^  but  God  is  the  ftrength 
of  my  heart,  and  my  portion  for  ever,  Pfal.  Ixxii.  144, 
25,  26. 

The  facrifices  of  God  are  a  broken  fpirit :  a  trofcen 
and  contrite  heart,  O  God,  th^tt  wilt  not  defpife,  PfaU 
li.  17. 

O  that  I  had  wings  like  a  dove  !  for  then  would  I  fly 
away  and  be  at  reft,  I  would  haftcn  my  efcape  fr<)tn 
the  windy  ftorms  and  tempeft,  Pfal.  Ix.  6,  8. 

Though  ye  have  lien  among  the  pots,  yet  (hall  ye  be 
as  the  wings  of  a  dove  covered  with  filver,  and  her  fea- 
thers with  yellow  gold,  Pfal.  Ixviii.  13. 

The  blood  of  Jcfus  Chrift  his  Son  cieanfeth  us  from 
all  fin,  I  John  i.  7. 

Having  boldncfs  to  enter  into  the  Holleft  by  the  blood 
of  Jefus,  Heb  x.  i0. 

He  hath  faid,  I  will  never  leave  thee  nor  forfakc 
thee.  Jefus  Chrift,  the  fame  ycfterday,  to-day,  and 
forever,  Heb.  xiii.  5,  8. 

He  retaineth  not  his  anger  for  ever,  becaufe  he  de* 
iighteth  in  mercy,  Micah  vii.  18. 

Though  he  flay  me,  yet  will  I  truft  in  him.  Job  xUj,  15. 
In  his  name  fhall  the  Gentiles  truft,  Mat.  xii.  23. 
Bkfled  are  all  they  that  put  their  truft  in  hifn,  PfaU 
ii.  12. 

He  knoweth  our  frame,  he  remcmbcreth  that  we  arc 
duft,  Pfal.  ciii.  14. 

1  lothc  it,  I  would  not  live  alway,  Job  vii.  i6t 

Wc 
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Wc  know,  that  if  our  earthly,  houfe  of  this  taberna- 
cle were  diflblved,  we  have  %  building  of  God,  an  houfe 
not  made  with  handS)  eternal  in  the  heavens.  We  are 
willing  rather  to  be  abfent  from  the  body  and  prefent 
with  the  Lord,  2  Cor.  v    i,  8. 

For  me  to  live  is  Chrift,  and  to  die  15  gain.  Having 
a  defire  to  depart  and  to  be  with  Chtift,  which  is  far 
better,  Phil.  i.  21,  23. 

And  now,  Lord,  what  wait  I  for  ?  My  hope  is  in 
thee,  Pfal.  xxxix.  7. 

My  beloved  is  mine,  and  I  am  his.  HisJleft  hand  is 
under  my  head,  and  his  right  hand  doth  embrace  me. 
Awake,  O  north  wind,* come,  thou  fouth,  blow  upon 
my  garden,  that  the  fpices  thereof  may  flow  out.  Let 
my  beloved  come  into  his  garden,  and  eat  his  pleafant 
fmits.  Until  th^  day  break  and  the  (hadows  fly  away^ 
niake  hade,  my  beloved,  and  be  thou  like  a.  roe,  or  a 
young  hart  on  the  mountains  of  fpices,  Cant.  ii.  6, 16^ 
17.  and  iv.  16.  and  viii.  14. 

O  death,  where  is  thy  fting  ?  O  grave,  where  is  thy 
viflory  ?  But  thanks  be  to  God,  which  givcth  us  the 
viflory,  thro'  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  1  Cor.  xv,  55,  57. 

The  time  of  my  departure  is  at  hand.  1  have  fought 
a  good  fight,  1  have  finifhed  my  courfe,  I  have  kept  the 
faith.  Henceforth  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of  righ- 
teoufnefs,  which  the  Lord  the  righteous  Judge  (hall  give 
me  at  that  day ;  and  not  to  me  only,  but  unto  all  them 
alfo  that  love  his  appearing,  2  Tim.  iv.  6,  7,  8« 

The  day  of  death  is  better  than  the  day  of  one's 
birth,  Eccl.  vii.  i. 

And  God  (hall  wipe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes, 
and  there  (hall  be  no  more  death,  neither  forrow  nor 
crying,  neither  (hall  there  be  any  more  pain  j  for  the 
former  things  are  pafTed  away,  Rev.  xxi.  4. 

This  is  at  ifaithful  faying,  and  worthy  of  all  accepta- 
tion, that  Chrift  Jefus  came  into  the  world  to  fave  fin- 
ners,  of  whom  I  am  chief,  iTim.  i,  15. 

God  fo  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begot- 
ten Son,  that  whofoever  believeth  in  him  ftiould  not  pe- 
ti(h,  but  have  everlafting  life,  John  iii.  i6. 

For  he  hath  made  him  to  be  Cn  for  us  who  knew  no 
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f  n  ;  that  we  ought  be  made  the  righteoufnefs  of  God^ 
in  himi  aCor.\.-2i. 

Thanks  be  onto  God  for  his  unfpeakable  gift|  a  Cor. 

VL.  15. 

Blcflcd  be  the  l.ord  God  of  Ifracl,  for  he  hath  vifit- 
ed  and  redeemed  his  people,  and  hath  raifed  up  ah 
horn  of  falvation  for  us  in  "the  houfe'  of  his  fervant 
David,  Luke  i:  68)  69. 

Them  which  flecp  in  Jefus,  will  God  bring  with  him. 
Then  (hall  we  be  caught  up  togethe;^  with  them  in  the 
clouds,  to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air :  And  fo  {hall  we 
ever  be  with  the  Lord,  1  Theffl  iv.  14.  17. 

Unto  him  that  loved  us,  and  walhed  us  from  our 
fins  in  his  own  blood,  &c.  Worthy  is  the  lamb  that 
was  flain  to  receive  power  and  glory,'  Rev.  i.  5.  and  v.  1 2. 
-  We  know  that  we  have  pafie^l  from  death  unto  life, 
becaufe  we  love  the  brethren,  i  John  iii.  14. 

I  am  perfuaded;  that  neitliet  death,  nor  life,  nor 
angels,  nor  prinqipalities,  nor  powers,  nor  things  pre- 
fent,  northings  to  come,  norheighth,  nor  depth,  nor 
any  other  creature,  fliould  be  able  to  feparate  us  front 
the  love  of  God,  which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus  our  Lord, 
Rom.  viii.  3ft,  39, 

I  know  whom  I  have  believed,  and  at|i  perfuaded 
that  he  is  able  to  keep  that  which  I  have  committed  un- 
to him  againft  that  day,  3  Tim.  i.  la. 

I  count  all  things  but  lofs  and  dung,  that  I  may  win 
Chrift,  and  be  found  in  him,  not  having  mine  own 
righteoufnefs,  &c.  Phil.  iii.  8,  9. 

Chrift  Jefus  who  is  made  unto  us  wifdbm,  and  righ- 
teoufnefs, and  fan6tification,  and  redemption,  i  Cor. 
1.  30. 

We  rejoice  in  Chrift  Jefus,  and  have  no  confidence 
in  the  fl[e(b,  PhiU  iii.  3. 

Giving  thanks  unto  the  Father,  which  hath  made  us 
meet  to  be  partakers  of  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in 
light,  Col.  i.  12.  . 

Behold  he  cometh  with  clouds,  and  every  eye  (hall 
fee  him.  Amen..  EVen  fo  come.  Lord  Jefus,  Rev.  i. 
7.  and  xxii.  20. 

DuHDSEi  cth  June  r 74 1. 
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SOME  EJACULATIONS  &•  DYING  WORUS 

OF  THE  AUTHOR. 


M' 


To  MY  Wife. 

My  Dear, 

[Y  diftrefs  calls  mc  to  think  of  parting  with  ycu  : 
the  will  of  the  Lord  be  done.  I  thank  you  for 
your  tender  care  of  me,  may  the  Lbrd  blefs  and  reward 
you  for  it,  and  fan^bify  your  own  tendernefs,  and  fup« 
port  you  under  it.  As  you  have  ftudied  to  livfc  a  life 
of  faith  and  prayer  all  your  days,  fo  I  hope  and  believe 
you  will  continue  to  the  end.  In  all  your  difficulties  . 
and  fears,  encouragis  yourfelf  in  the  Lord  ybur  God  : 
Commit  your  ways^  to  him  ;  truft  him  that  is  faithful 
and  true.  I  refign  you,  my  dear,  to  the  HUSBAND 
of  Imfbands,  our  deareft  XiOrd  Jefus  Chrift. 


To  MT  Children. 


i 


DEAR  Children,  your  earthly  father  muit  leave 
you,  your  heavenly  Father  is  immortal.  O  !  cleave 
faft  to  him.  Trifle  n6t  about  your  fouls  concerns  in 
time  of  health  \  mind  thefe  things  as  the  one  thing 
Tieedful  5  this  you  will  not  repent  of  when  you  come 
within  a  near  view  of  death  and^ndkfs  eternity. 
O  firs  !  prefs  for  clear  views  of  your  intereft  in  Chriit, 
the  only  furety  and  Saviour  of  (inners.  Among  other 
evidences  of  it,  live  by  faith  on  him,  and  ftudy  holi* 
nefsin  heart  and  life.  Dear  children,  think  how  you  will 
&e  able  to  ftand  before  Chrift  your  judge,  at  the  laft  day, 
unlefs  you  have  Chrift's  image  on  you,  and  be  made 
new  creatures.  Lord  make  you  all  fuch,  and  blefs 
you  with  his  bed  blefling  !  My  blefiing  be  upon  you  all. 
— ^What  means  God  gave  me,  I  have  beftowed  t^em 
on  you,  or  left  them  to  you.— Be  kind  and  careful  of 
your  mother  while  you  have  her.  And.  let  none  of 
yp\i  forget|  that  though  I  ^o  before  you  to  the  duft, 
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you  muft  all  quickly  follow  me.    O  j  that  wc  may  all 
meet  together  at  the  right  hand  of  our  blefled  Redeem- 
er, to  fee  his  face,  and  fing  his  praife*  The  time  is  near^  * 
be  ye  therefore  alfo  ready. 

Now^  my  dear  wif^  and  children,  remember  what  is 
above,  as  the  words  of  your  affeftionate  hufband  and 
ioving  father,  who,  being  dead,  yet  hereby  fpcakcth  to 
you  for  your  eternal  good  and^happinefs ;  may  they  fink 
deep  into  your  heart :  So  prayeth 

John  Willison. 


SOME  OF  HIS  DYING  EJACULATIONS. 

0  LET  m?  fleep  in  Jefus !  I  would  not  live  always 
\n  this  evil  world,  that  has  little  in  it  tempting,  and 
feems  ftill  to  grow  worfe,  and  where  the  torrent  of  fin 
and  backlliding  fcems  to  grow  ftronger. 

1  would  defire  to  depart  and  be  with  Chrift,  which  is 
far  better  than  to  be  here*  I  arti  willing  rather  to  be 
abfent  from  the  body,  and  prcfent  with  the  Lord* 
Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee ;  for  though  my  hearty 
ftrength,  and  fleffi,  fail,  yet  the  Lord  will  be  the  ftrcngth 
of  my  heart,  and  my  portion  for  ever. 

Now,  Lord,  what  wait  I  for,  my  hope  is  in  thee,  I 
have  waited  for  thy  falvation,  O  Lord. 

0  for  Simeon's  frame,  to  be  faying,  **  Lord,  letted 
thou  thy  fcrvant  depart  in  peace,  for  mine  eyes  have 
feen  thy  falvation." 

When  Chrift -fays,  Surely  I  come  quickly  5  may  my 
foul  anfwer.  Even  To,  come,  Lord  Jefus. 

1  am  living  on  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  vea,  dying 
in  the  Lord.  Even  fo,  come,  I  am  detained Vere  upon 
the  ftiore,  waiting  for  a  fair  wind  to  carry  mi^over  this 
Jordan.  I  have  waited,  and  will  wait  for  thy  falvation^ 
O  Lord  The  Lord  is  a  rock»  and  his  work  is  perfe£k  2 
Lord,  perfeft  what  eoncerneth  me. 

O  that  I  could  fay  with  Paul,  The  time  of  my  de-' 
parture  is  at  hand.  I  have  kept  the  faith,  I  have  run 
my  race,  I  have  finiftied  my  courfe  \  henceforth  is  laid 
up  for  me  a  crown  of  righteoufnefs,  which  the  righteous 
Lord  will  give  me  at  his  coming. 

C  3  \ 


XK      Ejaculations  and  Dywf  Words  of  the  iduthor. 

I  am  vil^  and  polluted^  O  how  (hall  I  ^c  cleanfed  : 
But  that  is  a  comfortable  promife,  "  The  blood  of  Jc- 
fus  Chrift  his  Son,  clcanfeth  us  from  all  fin."  And  fo 
is  that,  ''  Though  ye  have  lien  among  the  pots,  ye  fliall 
be  as  doves,  whofe  wings  arc  covered  with  filver^  and 
their  feathers  with  yellow  gold." 

I  refolve  to  obey^  to  fubmit  to  the  Lord^s  will,  to  die 
tike  Mofes  and  Aaron,  the  one  at  the  mount  Hor,  the 
bthef  at  mount  Abarim.  They  went  up  and  died  there 
at  the  command  of  the  Lord. 

O  that  when  my  ftrength  and  flefli  fail,  God  maybe 
the  ftrength  of  my  heart,  and  my  portion  for  ever. 
When  now  the  keepers  of  the  houfe  do  tremble,  O 
that  God  may  be  the  keeper  :  when  the  grinders  ceafe^ 
becaufe  they  are  few,  O  that  God  would  feed  'my  foul 
with  manna,  that  will  need  none  of  thefe  implements  ; 
when  the  daughters  of  mufic  aK  brought  low,  O  to  be 
fitted  for  the  heavenly  mufic  above  : .  When  the  lookers 
out  at  the  windows  are  darkened,  O  that  my  foul  may 
b^  enlightened  to  fee  Jefus  my  Redeemer* 

Lord>  help  the  unbelief  and  infidelity  of  my  hearty 
a(nd  help  to  more  ni  the  faith  of  a  rtfen  Jefus,  an  af- 
icnded  Redeemer.  O  let  me  believe  and  feel  the  fweet- 
nefe  of  that  word  of  Chrift,  "  I  afccnd  to  my  Father, 
and  to  your  Father,  and  to  your  God  and  my  God." 

O  how  (hall  fuch  an  unholy  creature  as  I  prefume  to 
enter  into  fuch  a  pure  and  holy  place  !  But  the  apoftle 
hits  taught  us,  we  may  have  boldnefs  to  enter  into  the, 
holieft  of  all  by  the  blood  of  Jefus. 

Othat  when  the  time  of  my  laft  combat  comes  with 
my  laft  enemy  death,  I  may  be  helped  above  all  to  take 
the  fliield  of  ffitb,  whereby  I  may  be  relieved  from  tlie 
fting  of  death,  and'  may  quench  the  fiery  darts  of  the 
wicked  one. 

O  that  J  may  be  helped  to  adore  the  fovereignty  of 
God,  kifs  his  rod,  and  humbly  fubmit  to  it.  Save  me 
from  both  extremities  5  let  me  never  defplfe-the  chaft- 
euing  of  the  Lord,  nor  faint  when  I  am  rebuked  of  him. 
,  Npw  the  prince  of  darknef^  will  ftudy  to  raife  tern- 
pe^  of  temptations  to  (hipwreck  the  poor  weather- 
beaten  vefTel  of  my  foul,  when  it  .would  enter  into  the 
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harbour  of  reft  above ;  m^  Chrift  come  to  be  pilot, 
fteer  the  helm,  and  it  fliall  be  fafe, 

O  for  more  faith !  may  my  faith  ripen  to  a  full  af- 
furapce,  that  I  may  go  off  the  ftage  rejoicing,  and  that 
abundant  entrance  may  be  miniftercd  to  me  into  the 
kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift. 
*  O  for  more  faith  !  that  I  may  die  like  Simeon,  when  • 
he  had  Chrift  in  his  arms,  faying,  "  Now  let  thy  fer- 
vant  depart  in  peace,  mine  eyes  have  feen  thy  falvationJ' 

Lord,  one  fmile  of  thy  countenance  would  banifh  a- 
way  al^  my  doubts  and  fears,  and  make  me  (ing  in  pain* 

Is  my  Redeemer  gone  to  prepare  a  p];^ce  for  us ;  why 
fhould  I  be  fo  flothful  to  follow  his  footftcps,  when  he 
is  faying,  **  Come  up  hither  -,"  come  up,  dwell  here ; 
come  up,  reign  here  \  come  up,  fing  here. 

O  Lord,  deliver  my  foul  from  death,  mine  eyes  from 
tears,  and  my  feet  from  falling.  O  fave  me  from  the 
horrible  pit,  draw  me  out  of  the  miry  clay,  fet  my  feet 
upon  a  rock,  and  eftablifh  my  goings,  and  put  »  new 
fong  in  my  mouth. 

O  give  grace  to  (Irive  by  faith  and  prayer,  to  enter  in 
at  the  ftrait  gate.  Lord,  thou  haft  bid  me  knock,  and 
it  (hall  be  opened,  a(k;  and  ye  ftiall  find.  Lord«  I  knock, 
open  unto  me ;  I  would  be  in,  I  muft  be  in  ;  let  me  but 
in  over  the  threftiold  ;  let  me  in  within  fight  of  my  Re- 
deemer's face,-  within  fight  of  the  fmiles  of  his  coun- 
tenance, let.  me  within  hearing  of  the  fongs  of  the  re- 
deemed ;  let  me  get  to  the  out  fide  of  that  praifing  com- . 
pany ;  I  will  be  well  enough  if  1  get  in. 

Lord,  in  I  muft  be,  out  I  cannot  ftay  :  O  (hut  me 
not  out  with  fwearers,  fabbath-breaksrs,  and  profane 
perfons  :/Lord,  I  never  chufed  their  company  while  in 
this  world ;  Lord,  do  not  gather  my  foul  with  finners 
hereafter. 

The  redeemed  are  gathering,  and  the  wicked  are  ga- 
thering V  Lord,  gather  me  with  thy  flock : — They  arj;: 
•faft  a-gathering -,  the  church's  head  is  gone;  he  has 
left^he  earth,  and  entered  into  his  glory  5  my  brethren 
and  friends,  many  of  them  have  arrived  where  he  is  j  f 
am  yet  behind.  O  how  great  is  the  difference  betwixt 
my  ftate  and  tlieirs.    I  am  groaning  out  my  complaint. 
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they  are  finging  God's  praife :  I  am  In  darknefs>  and 
cannot  fee  thy  ^ce,  but  they  behold  thee  face  to  face. 
^O  {hould  I  be  fatisficd  to  ftay  behind,  when  my  friends 
are  gon^?— Shall  I  wander  here  in  a  hungry  defart, 
when  they  are  triumphing  above  and  dividir\g  the 
fpoil  ?  O'  help  me.  to  look  after  them  with  a  fledfaft 
.   eye,  and  cry,  O  Lord,  how  long  ? 

O' heavenly  Father,  draw  me  after  Jcfus,  for  none 
can  come  to  him  without  thy  aid.  O  Father,  draw  mc 
up  there  where  he  is,  and  I  will  mount  up  as  on  eagle's 
wings.  O  draw  me,  and  when  thou  fecmisft  to  fly  from 
me,  Lord  enable  me  to  fcllovir  hard  after  thee. 

Lord  give  me  the  ftaff  of  promife  in  my  hand,  that 
/  I  may  go  over  Jordan  with  it ;  O  give  me  fuch  a  pro- 
mife as  that,  "  When  thou  paflTeft  through  the  waters 
I  will  be  with  thee,  and  through  the  rivers,  they  fliall 
not  wcrflow  thee.  When  thou  walked  through  the  fire 
thou  (halt  not  be  burnt,  neither  (hall  the  flame  kindle 
upon  thee.'- 

Lord,  my  experiences  arc  fmall,  my  manifeftations 
are  few :  thcfe  1  will  not  lean  to  :  yet  I  will  remember 
thee  from  the  land  of  Jordan,  from  the  Hermonites, 
and  from  the  hill  Mlzar.  Why  art  thou  caft  down,  Q 
my  foul,  arid  why  difquieted  within  me  !  Hope  thou 
in  God,  for  I  (hall  yet  praife  him,  who  Is  the  heahh  of 
my  countenance  and  my  God. 

O  thou  who  remembcredft  the  dyi^g.  thief  when  on 
the  way  to  thy  kingdom,  O  remember  me  when  now 
fcated  in  thy  kingdom,  and  fay  to  my  foul,  when  I  am 
dying,  •*  Ihis  day  (halt  thou  be  with  me  in  paradife." 

Lord,  I  am  called  to  the  work  I  never  did,  O  give  mc 
the  ftrength  I  never  had.  O  ftrengthen  me  like  Sam- 
fon  for  this  once  when  at  death,  to  pull  down  the  ftrong 
holds  of  (in  in  me.  Lord,  wafh  away  my  (ins  in  the 
folood  of  Chrift,  and  then  my  foul  (h^ll  jnot  fink  in  the 
ocean  of  thy  wrath. 

O  what  is  my  life  but  a  vapour  I  a  fand-glafs  of  fix- 
ty  or  feveoty  years  I  O  how  faft  does  it  run  down  ! 
How  foon'runs  it  out !  Vain,  vain  is  the  love  of  life  ! 
O  give  me  grace  to  overcome  the  love  of  life,  and  the 
fear  of  death.     O  for  more  patience  and  iefs  freltisg. 

If 
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If  the  damned  had  hope  of.  being  f4vcd  ffom  hell  after 
a  thoufand  years  of  my  pain,  howi  wilKngly  would  they 
endure  it,  Bleflcd  be  God,  my  pains  are  not  hell^  their 
ftate  is  not  mine. 

.  Lord,  draw  near  to  me,  and  fave  me  ;  my  body  is 
'fall  of  trouble,  and  my  life, draws  near  to  the  grave. 
But,  Lord,  thy  loving  kindnefs  is  better  than  life.  O 
.make  thy  loving  kindnefs  fure  to  me,  and  I  will  w^iing- 
ly  part  with  this  dying  life. 

O  that  I  could  make  all  the  world  fee  the  beauty  of  . 
my  precious  and  adorable  Saviour  I 

tfothing  but  an  intereft  in  Chrift  can  give  peace  in 
life,  or  comfort  in  death*  He  is  the  chief  among  ten 
thoufand,  altogether  lovely.  My  body  is  in  part  dead, 
but  I  knpw  I  cannot  die  eternally  while  Jefus  lives.  I 
muft  go  down  to  the  grave ;  but  what  is  the  grave  ? — 
It  is  but  a  refining  pot,  fince  my  Saviour  lay  in  it,  it  is 
but  a  bed  of  rofes.  He  is  the  Rofe  of  Sharon^  and  the 
Lilly  efthe  valley. 

It  was  his  free  grace  that  drew  me,  and  made  mc 
willing  in  the  day  of  his  power  ;  no  defire,  no  merit  in 
me  \  it  was  all  free  and  undeferved. 

0  let  the  chaftifement  of  my  body  be  the  medicine 
of  my  foul,  to  ciire  me  of  fin,  and  bring  rpe  to  fincere 
repentance  for  it;  for  Chrift  was  wounded  for  our 
tranfgtcflions,  he  was  bruifcd  for  our  iniquities ;  the 
chaftifement  of  our  peace  was  upon  him. 

Lord,  remember  the  chaftifement  of  Chrift  for  fin, 
and  let  my  pains  be  the  chaftifement  of  a  father,  and 
not  the  wounds  of  an  enemy;  let  Chrift's fufierings  mi« 
tigate  mine. 

1  rejoice  in  the  profpeft  of  that  glorious  inheritance 
refer ved  fafe.  I  would  not  comfortably  emer  eternity 
any  other  way  but  in  and  through  this  God  man- me- 
diator;  if  he  was  riot  God  as  well  as  man,  I  could  not 
be  fupportcd  :— but  he  is  God. 

O  this  precious  Saviour,  he  is  my  all  in  all,  he  is  my 
all-fufficient  good,  my  portion  and  my  choice  ;  in  him 
my  vaft  defires  are  fulfilled,  and  all  my  powers  rejoice, 
I  am  travelling  through  a  wildernefs  to  a  city  of  habi- 
tation, wbofe  builder  and  maker  is  Go  J, 

Oddi^htfvxl 
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O  delightful  thought  I  that.  I,  who  was' going  on  'n 
fin,  (hould  be  plucked  as  a  brand  out  of  the  burning. 

0  bow  wiU  they  lie  on  a  dcath-bed,  that  have  nothing 
but  their  works  to  fly  to ;  with  only  this  to  depend  on» 

1  (hoiiM  be  the  moft  miferable  of  all  creatures ;  but  the 
long  white  robe  of  roy  Redeemer's  rightcoufoefs  is  all 
my  defire.  They  are  truly  blefled,  they  alone  are  hap- 
py, M^ho  are  enabled  to  ei^ult  in  the  garment  of  celeftial 
glory«  wUch  never  waxcth  old,  in  the  illuftrious  robes 
of  a  Savicyar^s  confummate  righteoufnefs,  which  are  in- 
corruptible and  imxtiortal.  This  is  a  robe  which  hides 
every  fin,  of  thought,  word,  or  deed,  that  I  have  com- 
mitted. O  how  unfpeakably  happy  are  they  who  arc 
juftified  by  this  all-perfoft  rightcoufncfe  of  thp  Lord 
Jefus  Chrifi,  and  who  therein  can  conftantly  triumph 
and  glory. 

Lordi  I  live  upon  Chrift,  I  live  upon  his  righteouf- 
cefst  I  live  upon  his  blood  and  merits  \  yea,- 1  die  alfo, 
leaning  wholly  upon  this  bottom.  It  is  not  paft  expe*  ' 
riences  or  manifeftations  I  depend  upon  \  it  is  Chrift^  ^ 
prefent  all-fufficient  Saviour,  and  perfe£t  righteoufnefs 
in  him  I  look  to.  All  my  attainments  are  but  lofs  and 
dung  befides  jbim* 

When  I  find  myfelf  pblluted,  I  go  to  this  fountain 
for  clc;anfing.  Lord  give  me  delight  in  approaching  to 
thee  \ — delight  to  be  at  a  throne  of  grace.  O  that  I 
could  make  my  bed  there^  lie  and  die  tnere. 

The  kingdom  of  heaven  fufiers  violence,  and  the  vio« 
lent  take  it  by  force.  O  for  ftrength  to  offer  a  holy 
violence  by  faith  and  prayer, 
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THE  INTRajjyCTION. 

lUTAN,  when  lie  firft  cUropped  from  his  Maker^s 
f^^  hands,,  was  a  holy  ana  innocent  creature,  pur^ 
from  fi9i  amd  confequentiy  free  frpfn  (ickne(^  andtrda- 
ble,  cnjoyine  uninterrupted  health  and  prdQ>«nty  both, 
in  body  and  loulk  But  no  foonier  was  he  tainted  with 
fin,' but*  he  became  liable  to  all  forts  of  mtf^dfiesi  i^m^d- 
ral,  fpiritual^  and  eternal  \  his  foul  being  the  ^^iideh^  of 
his  fins  and  lufts,  his  body  turned  the  receptacle  of  fick- 
nefs  and  difebfet.  And  feeing  God's  own  (ihildHin  haV^ 
ths  relics  of  fin  and  corruption  in  therti  while  in  this 
world,  they  are  not  to  expeft  exemption  frorti  fuch  af- 
fliAions ;  and  the  infinitely  wife  God  fees  rheer  \o  mike 
ufe  of  bodily  diftempers  to  corfe£l  the  corruption^,  and 
try  the  graces^  of  his  people,  and  to  promote  bo^  their 
fplritual  and  eternal  advantage.  Hence  it  is  faid  of  Laza^ 
rus,  John  xt.  3.  <<  BfShold,  he  wliom  thott  lOvift  is  (\tk'* 
He  was  beloved,  and  yet  fick.  It  is  no  rare  thing  fot  the 
dearcft  of  God's  faints  to  be  put  to  chitref  liko  /jranes, 
and  mourn  like  doves^  by  reafon  of  fote  ficknefs,  as  He- 
zckiah  did,  Ifa.  xxxviii.  14.  San£tified  and  healthy 
fouls  may  be  matched  with  weak  and  fickly  bodies,* as 
was  Gaitts,  3  John  2.  Notwithftanding  the  cafe  is 
fomctimes  moft  trying  and  exercifing  to  th^  beft  of  God's 
people,  and  they  are  never  more  ready  to  gueftion  God's 
love,  or  quarrel  with  his  Providence^  than  under  heavy 
Vol.  I.  D  i\z\xi6x 
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ficknefs  and  bodily  diftrefs.  It  is  therefore  highly  die 
cbncernmcnt  of  all,  whether  families  or  private  perfons^ 
to  cnquirehow  they  ought  to  behave  under  or  after  af- 
fli£ling  ficknefs ;  and  how  they  (hall  provide  for  fuch 
zn  CvU  time  before  it  come.  And,  for  the  help  of  alt 
that  defire  inftiuflion  in  this  matter,  I  have  written  the 
following  Direftory,  which,  for  method's  fake,  I  (hall 
divide  into  feveral  chapters. 

.  I.  Ifhall  give  ibme  general  dife&ions  to  all  families 
,  and  perfons  yifited  with  ficknefs  and  afilidion. 

II.  Some  particular  dtre£iions  to  thofe  who  are  (harply 
afilided  with  fore  ficknefs  and  bng  trouble^ 

IIL  DireAions  to  the  children  of  God  utider  ficknefs. 

IV.  Dirediions  to  unregenerate  perfons  under  (ickiieis. 

V*  Dire£Hon8  to  the  people  of  God,  when  recovered 
from  ficknefs* 

VI.  Diredions  to  unrenewed  perfons  recovered  from 
ficknefs*  .      .      • 

VIL  Dire&ions  to  thofe  fick  perfons' who  are  appa- 
rently in  a  dying  condition. 

Vni.  Dire£iion8  to  die  relations^  acquaintances,  and 
neighbours  of  the  fick,  who  are  themfelves  in  health 
forthe  time. 

N.  B.  Let  it  be  remembered^  that  what  I  fay  to  thofe 
vifited  with  ficknefs,  is  likewiie  applicable  to  all  other 
afflicted  perfonsj  whatever  their  dUhrefis  be»     ^ 
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CHAP.    I. 

Containing  General  BireSlions  to  all  Families 
and  Perfons  vijited  witbjicknefs. 

PlRECT.  I.  Diligently  enquire  into  the  Ends  and  Dc- 
Cgns  for  which  ufaally  Gpd  fends  ficknefs  and  afijic- 
tion  upon  perfons. 

AN  infinitely  holy  and  gracious  God  hath  various  and 
wife  ends  in  affli£ling  the  children  o£  men,  whe« 
thcr  they  be  co;^verted  or  unconverted ;  which  ought  to 
be. duly  confidered  by  all,  and  efpecially  by  thofe  who 
are  vifitcd  by  ficknefs ;  fome  whereof  I  (hall  inftance. 
I.  God  vifits  with  ficknefs,  to  caufe  carefefs  finners 

.  bethink  themfelves  concerning  their  fouls  eftate  and 
cohdiu^ni  who  perhaps  had  never  a  ferious  thought  a<^ 

'  bout  ft  before.  •  There  are  many,  who,  when  in  health 
and  ftrength,  are  fo  intent  upon  the  pleafures  and  pro« 
fits  of  the  wocld,  that  they  mind  nothing  elfe ;  aU  the 
warnings,  exhortations,  and  counfels  of  miniilers,  teacb> 
ers,  and  friends,  are  loft  upon  them ;  they  cannot  en- 
dure to  entertain  a  thought  of  God,  of  the  fodl,  of  death, 
of  heaven,  of  hell,  or  of  judgment  to  come;  till  God 
doth  caft  them,  into  fome  ficknefs  or  bodily  diftrefs,  and 
then  fometimes  they  begin,  with  the  prodigal,  to  come 
to  themfelves,  and  bethink  themfelves  concerning  their 
fouls  and  a  future  life.  Now,  this  ia  God's  deGgn, 
I  Kings  viii.  47.'  <^  If  they  bethink  themfelves  in  the 
land  whither  they  are  carried  captives,  and  repent,"  &c.- 
By  ficknefs,  God.  gives  a  man,  that  before  was  wholly 
diverted  from  foul- matters,  by  bufinefs,  company,  and 
pleafures,  occafion  to  bethink  himfelf.  The  man  is 
now  confined  to  his  chamber,  is  deprived  of  his  former 
corapapy  and  diverfions,  and  £b  gets  time  and  leifure  to 
gommuzie  with  his  own  heart,  and  reflect  on  his  former 
D  2   .  ways^ 
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wslySi  and  to  hear  what  cpnfcience  fpeaks  concerning  a 
judgment  day,  and  a  world  to  come,  and  the  nce^  tf  f^ 
Saviour.  And  fo,  by  the  blefling  of  God  upon  fuch  af* 
£i£lions,  not  a  few  have  begun  their  (irft  acquaintance 
with  Go()  and  Chrift,  and  ferious  religion.  Nay,  die 
furnace  is  Chrift's  ufual  work-houfe,  where  he  has  form<? 
ed  the  moft  excellent  vefiels  of  honour  and  praife,  Ifa. 
zlviii.  IQ,  **  I  have  ^ofen  thee  in  the  furnace  of  af« 
ttifXionJ*  jMapaffah,  the  Prodigal,  Paul,  and  the  Jailor, 
lyere  all  chofen  there. 

il.  .God  vifits  uf  with  ficknefs,  in  order  to  inftrufl 
and  teach  us  thofe  things  we  know  not,  Pfal.  xcvi.  i2. 
It  was  ^  faying  of  Luther,  *^  Schola  crucia  eft  fchola 
lucis/'  And  indeed  the  fchool  of  afflidion  is  the  place 
where  manv  cf  Zion^  fcoolars  have  made  good  profi- 
ciency in  fpiritual  and  experimental  knowledge.  Novir^ 
l^ere  are  feveral  remarkable  leilbns  which  Qod  would 
teach  U8  by  the  ro^ 

I.  The  knowledge  of  God*  It  is  faid  of  Manafleh^ 
jaChron.  xxxiii.  12,  13.  <^  When  he  was  brought  to 
afflidion,"  &c.  **  then  Manafleh  knew  that  the  U^ 
K^  wa3  God\"  Though  Managlph  was  well  edMC^'^f 
and  early  taught  the  knowledge  of  God  s  yet^  ni-now,  '- 
he  knew  not  the  Lord  :-r*But  now  he  knew  him  in  his 
power  apd  greatnefs,  his  hplinefs  and  hatred  of  (in*; 
now  he  knew  God  in  his  goodnefs  and  mercy*  and 
wondered  that  he  had  kept  him  fo  long  out  of  helh 

a.  Another  leflun  is  the  knowledge  of  ourfelves.  In 
time  of  health  and  profperity,  we  are  aot  to  forget  qui-* 
felves,  and  our  mortality  :  but  ficknap^  caufeth  us  to 
know  that  we  are  but  men,  and  frail  men,  Pfal.  ix.  ac. 
that  Go:^  hath  an  abiblute  fovereignty  ovev  us,  and  can 
as  eaGly  crufh  us  as  we  do  a  moth.    . 

3.  He  teacheth  us  the  emptinefs  of  the  world.  How 
vain  a.  help  is  that,  which  fails  a  man  in  the  time  of  his 
greau^  .need  I  And  oftentimes* we  fee,  that  worldly 
mean^-llid  friends  can  neither  give  the  leaft  eafe  to  the 
bodies,  f>  or  comfort  to  the  fouls  of  perfons  under  ficif:- 
neis  and  diftrefs. 

4f  Another  lefibn  is  the  great  evil  of  fin,  wiiich  ia 
the  caufe  of  al)  iickneis  and  difeafcs  whatfoever,  i  Cor. 

xi. 
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xi.  30.  *•*  For  this  caufc  many  arfe  weak  and  fickly  a- 
mong  you***  Ah  !  what  a  root  of  bitternefs  mud  that 
be,  which  brings  forth  fuch  bitter  fruit !  ' 

5.  He  (heweth  us  the  prccioufnefs  and  excellency  of 
Chrift  and  his  promifes;  which  only  can  enable  a  Chrif*  ' 
tian  to  rejoice  in  tribulation,  and  be  eafy  uf^der  the 
greatcii:  pains  and  difeafes.  There  are  many  v>ho  are 
indifferent  about  Chrift  in  time  of  health,  that  when 
'  'ficknefs  comes,  do  change  their  note,  and  cry,  O  for  an 
intereft  in  Chrift  above  all  things  ! 

III.  God  fends  fuch  trials  and  diftreffes,  in  order  to 
mortify  and  kill  (in  in  us,  Ifa.  xxvi.  9.  **  By  this  (hall 
the  iniquity  of  Jacob  be  purged,  and  this  is  ail  the'fruit 
to  take  away  his  (in.*'  And,  indeed,  ficknefs  and  afflic* 
tiod,  through  the  bleiling  of  God,  hath  a  native  tendcn* 
cy  to  weaken  and  fubdue  our  prevailing  fins  and  lufts. 
O-nian,  is  thy  heart  turned  hard,  fo  as  thou  art  not  fen- 
fible  of  thy  own  fin$,  or  of  others  fufFcrings  ?  God 
fees  meet  to  try  the  fire  of  aiSi£iion,  to  fee  if  it  will 
melt  thy  frozen  heart.  Haft  thou  undervalued  healthy 
and  flighted  thy  mercies?  Now  God  removes  them 
from  thee,  that,  by  the  want  of  them,  thou  mayeft  know 
"  the  worth  of  them*  Art  thou  turned  proud  and  felf- 
conceited  ?     God  fends  thee  a  thorn  in  the  flefh,  to 

Erick  the  fwoln  bladder  of  pride,  that  thou  mayeft  not 
e  pofied  up  above  meafure  ;  God  lays  thee  low  upon 
thy  bed,  that  thou  mayeft  be  lowly  in  thy  heart.  Doth 
loye  for  the  world  prevail  in  thee  ?  God  fends  afflic- 
tion to  difcover  its  emptinefs,  and  wean  thee  from  it. 
Art  thou  fallen  fecure,  dead,  and  formal  ^  God  fends 
Mi&ion  to  awake  thee,  that  thou  mayeft  not  fleep  the 
lleep  of  death. 

IV.  God*  fends  ficknefs,  to  awaken  in  us  the  fpirit  of 
prayer  ^nd  fupplication,  and  make  us  more  cameft  and 
importunate  in  our  addrefTes  to  the  throne  of  grace. 
There  is  a  great  difference  betwixt  our  prayers  in  health 
and  in  ficknefs,  betwixt  our  humiliations  |n  profperity 
and  in  advjerfity.  In  profperity  we  pray  heavily  and 
drowfily,  but  adverfity  adds  wings  to  our  defires,  Ifa. 
xxvi.  li.  "  Lord,  in  trouble  have  they  vifitcd  thee, 
they  poured  out  a  prayet  when  thy  chaftening  was  up-  - 

oil 
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on  thcm.'^  Though' they  were  backward  enough  to 
pray  before,  yet  they  pour  it  out  moft  freely  now. 
The  very  heathen  mariners  cried  loud  ta  God  in  a 
ftorm.  What  a  famous  prayer  did  Manafieh  make^ 
when  he  was  under  his  fetters !  We  find  it  thrico 
mentioned,  1  Chron.  xxxiii.  13,  iS,  19.  And  the 
voice  of  a  fervent  prayer  is  what  the  Lord  defires  to 
hear.  ^ 

V*  Another  end  is,  to  loofe  our  hearts  from  things 
of  this  world,  and  caufe  us  look  to  and  long  for  heaven. 
When  we  enjoy  health  and  eafe  in  this  world,  we  are 
apt  to  fay  with  Peter  oa  the  mount,  "  It  is  good  for 
us  to  be  here  ;'*  but,  when  diftrefs  cometh,  God's  peo-» 
'  pic  will*  turn  their  tongue,  and  fay,  with  the  Pfalmift, 
rfal.  Ixxiii.  27.  **  It  is  good  for  me  to  draw  nigh  to 
Cod."*  When  things  here  go  well  with  us,  we  arie  apt 
to  think  ourfelves  at  home  *,  but,  when  trouble  arifc»b> 
we  begin  to  fay,  '<  Arife,  let  us  depart,  this  is  not  our 
reft.''  Though  heaven  was  much  out  of  fight,  and  out 
of  mind  before ;  yet,  when  affldling  ficknefs  conies,  the 
poor  believer  will  figh,  and  fay  with  David,  PfaL  Iv.  6. 
'^  O  that  I  had  wings  like  a  dove  \  for  then  would  I 
fly  away  and  be  at  red :  I  would  haften  my  efcapd  from  * 
the  windy  tempeft.'* 

VL  Qod  dffigns  to  make  the  world  bitter,  and 
Chrift  fweet  to  us.  By  fuch  afflidion,  he  lets  men  fee 
that  the  world  is  nothing  but  vanity  and  vexation  of 

"Ypirit ;  that  riches  avail  riot  in  the  day  of  wrath  -,  then 
it  is  they  may  fee  the  iufufficiency  of  the  world  to  re* 
lieve  them,  that,  as  one  faith,  '^  A  velvet  flipper  cannot 
cure  the  gout,  a  golden  cap  cannot  drive  away  the  head- 
ache, nor  a  bed  of  down  give  eafe  in  a  fever.*'     And 

.as  the  world  turns  bitter,  fo  Ghrift  grows  fweet  to  the 
believer.  In  time  of  eafe  and  health,  Chrift  is  often  ve- 
ry much  negle£):ed  and  forgot.  As  the  diiciples,  while 
the  fea  was  calm,  fuflfered  Chrift  to  fleep  with  them  iii 
the  (hip,  thinking  they  might  make  their  voyage  well 
enough  without  his  help ;  but  when  they  were  ready  to 
be  dfowned,  then  they  (aw  their  need  of  Chrift,  they  a*. 
waked  him,  crying,  *«  Mafter,  fave  us,  or  elfe  we  perilh.'' 
1^  the  beft  of  faints,  when  all  is  eafy  aboi^t  them,  are 

prone 
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prone  to  fuflPer  Ghrift  to  fleep  within  them,  and  fo  ta 

negledi  the  lively  afltings  of  faith  in  Chrift ;  but  when 

^.the  ftorm  of  afflldion  begins  to  arife,  and  they  are  ready 

"to  be  overwfaehned  with  diftrefs,  then  they  cry,  **  None 

but  Chrift,  none  but  Chrift*" 

VIL  God  tryfts  with  ficlcnefs  and  diftrels,  in  ord«r 
both  to  proreand  improve  his  people^s  graces,  Deut.  viii? 
2.  Rev.  ii.  10.  Grace  is  hereby  both  tried  and  ftrength* 
ened«  I «  Such  afRiAions  do  prove  both  the  truth  and 
&rength  of  our  graces,  as  they  fervc  to  try  if  we  love 
God  for  himfelf,  if  we  can  endure  to  hold  otit  in  ferv- 
ing  faixn,  waiting  and  depending  upon  him,  notwith- 
ftanding  of  difcouragements. .  That  faith  will  fuffice  for 
a  little  afflidion,  that  will  not  fuffice  for  a  great  one« 
Peter 'had  faith  enough  to  come  upon  the  feaat  Chrift's 
call ;  but,  as  foonas  the  waves  began  to  fwell,  his  faith 
began  to  fail,  and  his  feet  to  fink,  till  Chrift  mercifully 
caught  hold  of  him,  faying,  **  O  thou  of  little  faitli^ 
wherefore  didft  thou  doubt  V  Mai.  xiv.  3  u  Little  did 
Peter  think  Ihs  faith  was  fo  weak  till  now. 

2.  They  tend  to  improve  our  graces  alfo,  by  quick- 
ening and  ftrengthening  them.  They  fcrve  as  a  whet- 
ftone  to  fliarpen  faith,  fo  ifs  the  foul  is  made  to  re- 
nounce earthly  (belters,  and  to  clafp  about  God,  in 
Chrift,  at  its  only  refuge  and  portion.  They  excite  to 
repentance  and,  ferious' mourning  for  (in  -,  for,  like  tfa« 
Winter  frofts  and  fnows,  they  make  the  fallo\^  ground  of 
our  hearts  more  tender.  They  prompt  us  to  heavenly' 
niindednefs,  felf-denial,  and  patient  waiting  on  God* 
Tea,  the  experience  of  God^s  people  can  atteft  it,  that 
grace  is  never  more  lively  than  under  afflidion.  David 
never  found  himfelf  better,  as  to  his  fpiritual  ftate,  than 
when  he  was  perfecuted  and  hunted  as  a  partridge  on 
the  mountains }  and  hence  he  (ays,  Pfal.  cxix.  17.  '<  It 
is  good  for  me  that  I  have  been  afBidled." 
.  VlUk  God^s  aim  is,  to  awake  us  to  redeem  time,  to 
prepare  for  flitting,  and  clear  up  our  evidences  for  hea- 
ven* In  time  of  nealth,  we  are  apt  to  trifle  away  time, 
loiter  in  our  journey,  and  forget  that  we  are  pilgrims 
on  the  earth  \  wherefore  God  fends  ficknefs  as  his  mef- 
fenger  to  mind  us  hereof. 

Now 


Now  it  highly  concerns  ns,  nvhen  ficknefs  attacks  vAi 
to  confider  and  meditate  upon  thofe  ends  for  whidi 
God  brings  on  diftrefs^  and  pray  eameftly  ^hat  theip 
may  be  accomplifhed  in  us ;  and  to  otir  fickiie&  (haU 
not  be  up  to  deathi  (fpiritual  or  eternal)  but  to  the  glory 
of  God,  and  the  good  of  our  fouls. 


DiRBCT.  IL  Let  all  who  are  vifited  ^ith  fieknefii  dfid 
diftrefSi  fearch  for  the  Achan  in  the  c^p,  and  en* 
quire  diligently  what  is  the  ground  and  caufe  of 
bod's  controverfy  with  them. 

IT  hath  been  the  praAice  of  God's  people,  in  fcrip>* 
ture-timeS)  to  enquire  into  the  caufe  and  meaning  of 
God's  rods  which  have  been  laid  upon  them.  So  Datid, 
2  Sam.  xxi.  When  the  land  of  Ifrael  was  three  yeara 
under  the  ftroke  of  famine,  he  enquired  into  the  meaflp 
ing  of  it..  •  So  Job  is  exceedinglv  defirous  to  know  why 
God  fet  him  up  as  a  mark  for  his  arrows,  Job  rii.  20» 
And  hence  it  is  that  he  makes  that  petition,  Job  z.  7.* 
which  is  moft  fuitable  for  every  man  in  dtftrefs,  **  SheW 
me  wherefore  thou  contendeft  with  me." 

I  grant,  indeed,  that  God  fometimds  viGts  his  people 
w^h  affli^ion,  for  the  trial  and  etercife  of  their  grace, 
and  for  their  fpiritual  inftruAion,  more  than  for  the 
correftion  of  their  fin.  But,  fin  being  the  original 
and  foundation  of  all  afflifiion,  it  is  fafeft,  when  it  is  our 
own  cafe,  and  moft  acceptaUe  to  God,  to  look  on  fin 
as  the  procuring  caufe.  Or,  if  our  fins  have  not  im- 
mediately procured  the  prefent  affliAidn,  yet  the  beft  of 
God's  children  muftown,  that  they  have  at  leaft  deferred 
it.  We  fee  the  fin  of  the  Corinthians  is  mentioned  as 
the  caufe  of  their  ficknefs,  i  Cor.  xi.  30.  **  For  this  caufe 
many  are  weak  and  fickly  among  you."  The  Pfalmift 
concludes  the  very  fame  thing,  Pf.  cvii.  17,  18.  "  Foots^ 
becaufe  of  their  tranfgreflions  and  their  iniquities,  are  af« 
Aided;  their  fdul  abhorreth  all  manner  of  meat, and  they 
draw  nigh  unto  the  gates  of  death."    But  ordinarily  by 

ficknefs 
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fickneft  the  Lord  poiiita  at  fome  one  fin  in  us  more 
dian  abotfaet ;  fome  Jonah  in  the  (hip  that  hath  raifed 
the  ftorm,  which  the  Lord  Would  have  tts  to  fearch  out^ 
•nd  thttDw  DTer-board  wtthdut  delay. 

4(.  But  how  ihall  we  difcovet  and  find  out  the  par^^ 
tkular  fin  for  which  God  afllifks  u$  with  fickneb  and 
ffiftrcfs?  .        . 

Af^.  I.  Study  the  Lord's  word,  ahd  the  chaftife^ 
laeilts  there  recordedi  which  he  hath  infiijied  upoii' 
people  for  their  fins ;  axid  enquire  if  you  be  guilty  of 
Uic  liter  Obfervc  what  hath  been  God's  mind  to  his 
people,  an^  what  Gh  he.  hath  pointed  out  to  them  when 
they  have  been  brought  under  fuch  a  rod,  and  fo  you 
may  learn  his  mind  to  you^  Rom;  xv.  4.  **  For  what- 
fccv€f  things  were  written  aforetimei  were  written  for 
ourlcaimirtg.'* 

2.  Confideir  what  is  the  fin  which  confcience  doth 
to6ftof  all  acCufe  thee  for,  in  thy  mod  ferious  and  fo« 
iitsty  hours.  Confcience  is  God's  deputy^  and  thy  bo^ 
fom*  monitor,  whofe  vbice  perhaps  thou  haft  little  re-^ 

Sdcd  in  the  day  of  thy  health  j  wherefore  God  haA 
,  t  a  (harper  mefiengeir  to  fecond  the  voice  of  confci^* 

I  •    fence.   Hear  now  the  Toice  of  the  rod^  fbt  it  is  the  fame 
with  the  toice  of  cbnfcience.     In  the  day  of  ptofperityi 
catnal  profits  and  pleafures  made  fuch  a  noife,  that  the 
Voict  of  confcience  could  not  be  heard ;  wherefore  God 
hath  brought  on  thee  the  fileht  night  of  adverfity,  that 
his  deputy'  may  obtain  audience.     Well  then,  give  ear ; 
What  faith  confcience  now  ?  may  you  not  hear  it  fay- 
ing, as  Reuben  to  liis  brethren  in  dtftrefs,  fpake  I  not 
to  you  In  the  day  of  health,  do  not  commit  fuch  a  fin^ 
and  dd  not  delay  repenting  for  fuch  a  fin,  but  you  would 
not  hear  ?     O  man,  let  confcience  get  a  hearing  at  lafl: 
as  it  got  with  the  Patriarchs  when  they  were  brought  to 
diftrefs  in  Egypt,  and  made  them  confefs  their  fins  in 
felling  of  Jofeph,    Gen.  xlii.   21.     **  We  are  verily 
guilty  concerning  our  brother,  in  that  we  Taw  tHe  an- 
guiih  of  his  foul,  when  he'befought  us,  and, we  would 
not  hear  him  :  therefore  is  this  diftrefs  come  upon  us.** 
3*  Confider  what  are  thofe  evils  that  others  have  ob- 
ferved  in  you,  whether  they  be  friends  or  foes  \  hear-^ 
Vol,  L  E  V^w 
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ken  to  wfiJit  a  Chriftian  fiiend  noticcth  In  you,  either 
when  fpeaking  to  you,  or  to  others  about  you,  •*  L^t 
the  righteous  fm»te  me,"  faith  David,  "  and  it  (haUbe 
a  kindnefs ''  Yea,  do  not  diiiegard  what  cren  enemies 
fay  of  you :  as  David  got  good  by  the  malicious  re- 
proaches of  Shimei,  in  the  day  of  his  affliftion,  fo  mrfy 
you  in  the  time  of  diftrcfs ;  for  fometimes  maKce  itfett 
will  fpeak  truth.  Enemies  are  fharp-fighted  to  fpy  out 
our  faults,  and  fo  may,  through  the  divine  bleffing,  prove 
monitors  to  us,  both  with  re fpe£l  to  fin  and  duty. 

4.  Confider  the  nature  and  circumftances  of  thy  dif« 
trefs-  Oft  times  the  afBiSion  is  fo  fuitable  to  the  tranf- 
greflion,  that  we  may  clearly  read  our  fin  written  5m 
the  forehead  of  our  puniQtment,  as  in  the  cafe  of  Ade- 
nibezekj  and  many  others.  And  alfo  you  may  be  help- 
ed to  find  it  out  by  the  Lord's  timing  of  the  rod  to  you  ; 
was  it  fent  when  you  was  under  much  formality  in  du- 
ty ;  or  when  you  was  eagetly  purfuing  the  things  of  the 
world  •,  or  when  you  was  under  the  power  of  fomie 
prevailing  luft  or  other  ?  then  the  rod  comes  toreproTC 
you,  and  awake  you  to  fee  the  etil  thereof. 

5.  Confider  what  is  the  fin  that  hath  been. formerly 
moft  aflrighting  to  thy  thoughts,  and  perplexing  to  thy 
confcience,  when  thQU  haft  been  in  the  immediate  view 
of  death  and  a  tribunal*  lb  is  very  likely  (if  thou  haft 
not  truly  repented  of  it)  that  is  the  fin  which  God  now 
intends  to  awake  thee  to  fee  the  evil  of,  that  thou  may« 
eft  fincerely  mourn  for  and  turn  from  it,  looking  to  God 
in  Chrift,  for  pardon  and  mercy. 

.  Objefl.  *•  Ah  !  (faith  one)  it  is  my  lot  to^^lie  under  a 
dumb  and  filent  rod,  I  do  not  undemand  its  language^ 
I  cannot  hear  its  voice,  I  cannot  find  out  the  fin  that  is 
pointed  at  by  it  |  what  coutle  (hall  I  take  I 

Anf.  X.  Be  deeply  humbled  under  this  trial,  and  be- 
wail thy  cafe  before  the  Lord  ;  for  it  very  much  aggra- 
vates the  affliftion^to  God's  people,  when  they  know 
not  the  language  of  it ;  hence  was  it  that  Job  lamented 
fo  heavily,  that  his  way  was  hid,  and  he  knew  not  the 
reafon  of  God's  contending  with  him.  Job  iii.  23. 

2*  A  believer's  cafe  may  be  fometimes  fo  dark,  that 
it  requires  a  good  deal  of  fpiritual  art  and  wifdom  to  e- 
x^.  .  nable 
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nable  him  to  hear  the  voice  of  the  rod|  and  underftand 

its  langusige*     Hence  it  is  faid,  ^*  He  is  a  man  of  wif- 

dom  that  &€th  God's  name  upon  it/'  Mic  vi.  9.     Now, 

this  wifdoi»  muft  only  come  from  above  :  Therefore, 

V       3.  Gp.to  God^  and  earneilly  beg  for  this  wifdom, 

that  yeu  may  Imow  his  n^ind,  and  the  meaning  of  the 

rod.    Do  i(s  J^ebekab,  when  the  children  ftruggled  in ' 

iierwomb;  (he  went  to  enquire  of  the  Lord,  faying, 

^»  Why  am  I  thus  ?**  Gen.  xxxvv.  22.     Cry  to  God  to 

give  you  his  Spirit  to  teach  and. enlighten  ydu  to  fee  (in 

io  its  evil,  and  the  particular  evils  you  are  guilty  of. 

This  was  Job's  courfe  in  his  affli£lion ;  ^*  Shew  me," 

/•ys  he,  «*  wherefore  thou  contended  with  me-    That 

which  I  fiee  not  teach  thou  me«    Make  me  to  ]cnow  my 

tranfgreflioo  and  my  fin*"    There  is  no  better  way  for 

a  prifoner  to  know  the  reafonof  his  confinement,  than 

to  alk  the  magiftrate  that  committed  Um.     God  is  a 

wife  ageoty  and  can  give  the  heft  account  of  his  own 

^fUons* 

4.  If  thou  canft  not  find  out  the  particular  fin  for 
which  God  affliAs  thee,  then  labour  to  repent  of  every 
luiown  fin,  and  cry  for  pardon  of  every  unknpivn  and 
forgotten  fin  alfo.  Do  that  ovit  of  wifdom,  which  He* 
rod  did  out  of  malice ;  who,  becaufe  he  could  not  find 
out  the  babe  Jefus,  killed  all  the  diildrcn  of  Bethlehem, 
that  )ie  might  be  fure  to  kill  JeCus  among  them.  Let 
JBB  feek  the  ^tter  ruin  and  death  of  all  our  fin?,  that  we 
snay  be  fure  to  deftroy  that  fin  for  which  God  afilidts  us* 
5*  Study  to  exercife  a  ftrong  faith,  and  a  humble 
fubmiffioni  while  God  keeps  you  under  the  filent  rod. 
Believe  firmly  that  God  is  moft  juft,  though  you  know 
2iot  for  what  he  contends^  And,  however  long  he 
thinks  fit  to  make,  you  walk  in  the  dark,  refolve  hum- 
bly to  wait  on  him,  and  commit  yourfeif  to  him,  who 
hU  mapy  times  guided  the  blind  in  the  way  they  knew 
not* 

£  %^  Direct. 
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Direct.  Ill,  When  any  fit  of  Sidkncii  artaipks  ybii, 
thinlc  ferioull;  upon  De;ath|  and  make  dQigcnt  ppe* 
paraticms  for  it*       •       ^ 

I  Do  not  mean  that'  any  man  may  delay  tbe  woilc 
of  preparation  for  death,  till  fickneft  cometh:  No,  no; 
this  (hould  be  the  mat  and  upCaking  bufinefs  of  nrefy 
man  in  the  time  o£  his  health  and  ftrength*  But  (ick- 
iiefs  and  difeafes  being  the  harbingers  of  death,  atnl 
•meflengevs  fent  from  God  to  warn  us  of  its  comings; 
every  man  is  theveby  called  to  renew  the  work  of  .pre- 
paring fbr  death  with  all  earneftnefs  and  application* 
God's  voice  by  every  fit  of  ficknefs  is  that  in  Dent, 
xxxii.  29.  ^*  O  that  they  were  wife,  that  they  under- 
ftoOjd  this,  that  they  would  conGder  their  latter  end  i** 
God  knows  our  folly,  and  readinefs  to  forger  this  gre^t 
work  in  the  day  of  health  (  and  therefore  in  his  mercy 
he  fends  ficknefs  and  aflidlion,  to  teach  us  fo  to  iitifim 
ber  our  days,  that  we  may  apply  our  hearts  tathit  piece 
of  heavenly  wifdom,  of  maktng  preparation  for  d^ith. 

And  here  I  fliall  drop,  i.  Some  motivee  to  prefs:ft« 
a.  Advices  ftnr  Ac  doing  it  right. 

I.  For  motives,  confider  thifc  thingat^ 
,  1.  Confider  God^s  mercy  and  patience  towards  7011, 
in  giving  you  fo  many  warnings,  and  fo  niany  years  to 
prepare  for  death  \  and  in  lending  his  meflengers  and 
warnings  fo  gently  and  gradually,  to  excite  yeu  to  diis 
work  ;  when  many  younger  and  ftronger  than  you  are 
hurried  into  eternity^  and  little  or  no  time  given  thent 
to  think  where  they  are  going.  Have  you  not  been 
f pared  many  years  in  the  midft  of  dangers,  when  you 
have  feen  that  bold  archer,  Deadi,  (hooting  his  arrovrs^i 
and  killing  thoufands  of  your  neighbours  and  friends 
round  about  you  ?  Sometimes  the  arrow  hath  glanced 
over  youi  head,  and  flain  fome  great  man  your  fupe* 
rior  'y  fometimes  it  hath  lighted  at  your  feet,  and  cut  off 
a  child  or  fervant,  your  inferiors  ;  fometimes  it  haih 
gone  by  on  your  left  hand,  andjcilled  your  enemy  \  at 
ether  times  it  hr.th  pafied  on  your  right  hand,  and  kil- 
led your  near  relations.    So  that  you  have  feen  friends 

and 


.  .BffMKtfVsr  4^^Rtm7ief  mJ  Pirstmj^  utkfer  Sieinetf.  1 1 

aad  foes,  fuperipr*  and  fafcnors,  relations  and  ftran- 
JtTs/drpppmg  3own  dead  round  about  you}  and  all 
&iB'ftnpa^*l(nijg'  ttaft  of  Hme,  to  give  you  warning  to 
prepare  for  death.  O  let  the  goodnefs  and  forbearance 
of  God  towards  you  lead  you  to.  repentance,  and  per- 
4ttsde<:y^i%  tOifif  fpeediljp  ta  <Uuri(t  ifor  refuge  and  pro« 
teftioBtfromrwrath!  u 

j^-fJUy^-Qwt&dm  bow  terriUe  death  will  be^  if  it  meets 
J9%  in  an  ui)prq)^red  ftate,  in  a  Chriftlefs  and  impeni- 
Jtat  oondsticMi.  r  What  a  fearful  change  will  it  brinj; 
qpon.  yoa  I   -  A  change  from  earth  to  hell,  from  hope  to 
itefpair,  fvom.pleafare  to  pait^  from  comforts  to  ter- 
ffort ;  a  change  from  the  offers  of  grace  to  the  revela- 
tion of  wraith  \  a  change  ^m  probabilities  to  utter  im- 
poiEbilities  ofialvation.     Dead)  will  cut  off  all  your 
£opes  «n4  iezpedations  of  mercy  for  ever,  Job  xxviii. 
3.  .  TbcffeJ^  no  coming  back  to  amend  what  hath  been 
.  Jone  amifii  here  \  and  there  is  no  work  nor  device  in 
lliegiave  whither  you  go»     As  the  tree  falls,  fo  it  will 
Jie  tin ough  all  eternity. 

tt«  I  come  to- give  fome  advices,  in  order  to  the  right 
pfqparation  for  death.  \fl^  Set  about  felf-exaniination 
work.  Enquire  if  you  be  in  Chrift  or  not ;  if  you  be 
jet  far  off  froni  God,  pr  if  you  be  brought  near  by  the 
Mood  of  Chrift.  And  fee  that  you  be  impartial  in  this 
learch^  and  willmg  to  find  out  the  truth  in  this  import 
•tent  qpieftton*  Be  not  fooliOily  tender  of  yourfelf,  and 
apt  to  bclijnre  that  you'-are  fafe,  when  it  is  not  fo  ;  for 
.  this  way  thoufandl  do  ruin  themfelves.  But  be  content 
.to  know  the  word  of  your  cafe,  and  thoroughly  to  un- 
derftand  your  (oul's  danger,  that  you  may  be  moved  to 
take  the  right  way  to  efcape  it.  Wherefore  take  a  view 
of  the  mark  of  Chriftlefs  and  unconverted  perfons  fet 
down  in  God's  word,  and  judge  yourfclf  by  tfeem  :  and 
eonfider  alfo  the  defigns  of  true  grace  there  recorded, 
«nd  fee  if  they  be  applicable  to  you  or  not. 

odlyy  If,  after  enquiry,  you  find  your  ftate  is  bad, 

■  that  you  have  been  a  lover  of  the  world  more  than  of 

'   God,   you  have  minded  your  body  more  than  your 

foul,  you  have  lived  in  the  negled  of  precious  Chrill,  - 

allowed  yourfclf  in  known  fin  \  O  then  be  convinced 

of 
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of  your  uiability  to  help  yourfelf,  and  of  yous  nttd-id 
Chrift  to  help  you.  And  labour  to  be  deeply  htimr 
bled  before  God  uqder  a  feiife  of  your  fin  and  foUjl^ 
''  Ahy  how  fooIKbly^  how  rebelliouQy,  how  unthaidj^ 
fully  have  I  carried !  I  hate  abufed  God's  mercief^ 
and  left  undone  the  work  for  which  I  was  madei  pii5> 
fervedy  and  enjoyed  the  gofpel.  Oh!  I  had  alt'aif 
by-paft  time  given  me  to  make  preparation  for  eiuUefr 
eternity,  and  I  have  never  minded  it,  till  now  that 
ficknefsy  the  harbinger  of  death,  is  come  upon  ine^ 
And  now  what  (hall  I  do  to  be  (aved  ?''  Well,  then, 
in  order  to  convince  and  humble  you  the  more>  caft 
back  your  eyes  upon  the  fins  of  your  nature,  and  of  your 
by-paft  life  -,  view  them  in  their  nature,  number,  ag» 
gravations,  and  deferts.  O,  do  not  fo  many  yeati 
fins  need  a  very  deep  humiliation  ?  O,  do  you  not  A^tnd 
greatly  in  need  of  fuch  a  perfon  as  Chrift,  to  be  your 
Saviour  and  Ranfomer  from  fuch  a  vaft  number  of  fins  i 
O  but  their  weight  will  prefs  you  eternally  down  to  fhc 
loweft  hell,  if  left  to  yourfiplf,  and  laid  ^pon  you? 
back. 

3 1  O  finner,  art  thou  deeply  humbled,  and  defirous 
of  mercy  upon  any  terms  ?  Believe,  then,  that  thj 
cafe  is  not  remedilefs,  bu|  that  there  is  a  iacrifiec  pro* 
vided  for  your  fins,  and  an  able  and  all  fufficient  Savi- 
our in  your  offer.  Believe .  that  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift 
is  the  Son  of  God,  and  beoome  fleOi  to  be  a  furety  for 
you,  that  he  is  both  able  and  fitting  to  fave  to  the  utter* 
moft  all  that  come  unto  God  by  him.  Though  your 
fins,  your  dangers,  and  your  fears,  were  never  fo  great^ 
yet  he  is  able  and  willing  to  fave.  O  flee  prefently  ta 
this  refuge-city^  whofe  gates  are  open  to  receive  you. 
Truft  your  fouls  upon  Chrift's  facrifice  and  meritorioua 
blood  for  mercy  and  falvation.  Apply  humbly  to  himj^ 
that  he  may  teach  you  the  will  of  God,  reconcile  you  ' 
to  his  Father,  pardon  your  fins,  renew  you  by  his  Spi- 
rit, and  fave  you  from  eternal  wrath. 

4.  Give  up  yourfelves  to  God  in  Chrift,  by  way 
of  covenant  and  folemn  refignation.  Every  man  doth 
this  facramentally  in  baptifm ;  but  you  muft  alfo  renew 
it  perfonally  and  explicitly,  and  thereby  give  a  cordial 

and 
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Imd  iroluntary  tconfcnt  to  the  covenant  of  ijrace.    Ac- 

Siefee  cheerfully  in  the  gofpel  way  of  falvation  through 
frift  and  his  r^hteoufnefg ;  and  accept  of  God,  in 
-Chrift,  as  thy  portion.  Make  choice  ot  God  the  Fa- 
•Aeft  as  thy  reconciled  Father  in  Chrift ;  and  God  the 
Sim  AS  thy  Redeemer  and  Saviour ;  and  God  the  Holy 
Ghoftfbrthy  fan£iiiiery  guide,  and  comforter^  And 
likemfe  give  up  thyfetf,  foul  and  body,  and  all  thou 
tiaft,  to  be  the  Lord's  \  engaging  in  Chnft'a  ftrength  to 
live  fef  God,  and  walk  with  him  in  newnefs  of  life. 
And  ftttdy  to  do  all  this  deliberately,  unfeignediv,  and 
cheerfullf  •  Though,  perhaps,  you  have  done  tnis  hy- 
pocritically at  former  times^  you  have  profaned  God*s  , 
covenant,  and  behaved  unftedfaftly  and  perfidioufly 
therein ;  yet  now  endeavour  to  be  fincere  with  God  for 
once. 

5.  Be  living  daily  in  the  exercife  of  faith  and  re- 
pentance ;  renew  the  ^(k%  thereof  frequently,  in  pro- 
portion to  your  renewed  (ins  and  guiltinefs,  cleave  clofe 
to  glorious  Chrift  your  highrprieft  and  furety,  and  be  ever 
wafhing  in  his  blood.  As  long  as  you  are  in  the  world, 
-yon  have  tieed  to  wa(h  your  feet,  John  xiii.  10.  Come 
death  when  it  wiil,  let  it  find  you  at  the  fountain,  always 
looking  to  and  making  ufe  of  Jefus  Chrift^  You  have 
great  need  of  Chrift  every  day  of  your  life,  more  efpe- 
cially  in  (icknefs;  but  moft  of  all  at  a  dying  hour.  O 
what  need  will  you  have  of  Chrift  then  as  an  advocate 
with  God,  when  the  queftion  is^o  be  determined,  where 
Vour  manfion  is  to  be  affigned  through  all  eternity. 
Whether  in  heaven  or  hell  ?  O  then  be  looking  always 
to  Chrift'  with  the  eye  of  faith*  Live  in  the  conftant 
thoughts  of  this  Uefled  Mediator.  Liet  him  be  firft  in 
youtthoughtsin  the  morning,  and  laft  in  your  thoughts 
at  night. 

6^  Be  ftriving  to  mortify  every  fin  and  luft,  both 
outward  and  inward.  By  dying  to  fin  daily,  that  fo 
you  may  not  die  for  fin  eternally.  O  that  \m  may  be 
daily  lofiftg  its  ftrength,  and  dying  in  you  !  fo  that  it 
may  be  certainly  dead  before  you.  Pray  earneftly,  that 
all  your  fins  may  die  before  you  die  ;  for  if  they  die 

not 


t4    bireBions  fir  TamiKis  and  P&Miu^mmler  XekiMii 

not  before  you,  but  outlive  the  dying  bodyi  they  will 
live  eternally  to  Iting^aad  torment  the  never-dying  texXt 


t>iitECT.  IV.  Be  not  ahxious  for  recovery  to  h^tb^l 
but  leave  the  iflue  of  the  preCent  fickniefff  to  flii 
v^ill  and  pleafure  of  the  infinitely  trife  God*    ' 

REMEMBER,  O  mail,  that  thoti  ait  the  day,  mi 
God  is  the  Potter ;  he  is  abfolute  Lord  of  thy  life  and 
times,  therefore  learn  to  adore,  his  fovereighty  <>ver  thee 
and  all  thy  enjoyments.  David  doth  lo,  when  he  fay^^ 
**  Lord,  my  times  are  in  thy  hand,"  Pt  xlcti.  ic.  And 
indeed  they  are  only  bcft  in  his  hand,  for  he  beft  known 
hoTy  to  difpofe  of  them^  The  prophet  Yaith,  Ifa*  xxx.  itf^ 
**  The  Lord  is  a  God  of  judgment,  blcfled  are  aU-thcff 
that  wait  for  him."  Judgment  there  figliifies  wifdom^ 
the  Lord  is  a  God  of  wifdom,  and  ^ill  ordct  and  time  all 
things  well ;  and  therefore  it  becomes  us  quietly  to  Wait 
for  his  pleafure,  faying,  "  the  will  of  the  Lord  be  done  :■* 
It  is  taken  notice  bf,  as  a  great  fm  in  the  Ifraelites,  thtft 
they  waited  not  for  his  counfel,  but  limited'  the  Holy 
One  of  Ifrael,  Pfal.  Ixxviii.  14.  What  unaccottntable 
folly  and  prcfuihption  is  it  for  worms  o£  the  earth  to 
feek  to  ftint  and  limit  the  Sovereign  of  hcaveh  to  their 
meafures  !  It  becomes  us  at  all  times,  and  efpecially  in 
ficknefs  and  affliction,  to  have  low  fubmiffive  thoughts 
of  ourfelves,  and  high  exalted  thoughts  of  God's  foye!« 
reignty,  fuch  iis  Nebuchadnezzar  had,  Dan.  iv«  3if* 
**  And  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  are  reputed  as  no-i 
thing ;  and  he  doth  according  to  his  will  in  the  army  of 
heaven,  and  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth ;  and 
none  can  ftay  his  hand,or  f»y  unto'him,  what  doft  thon.'' 
We  fhould  therefore  refer  all  to  his  wife  determination^ 
and  be  willing  to  die  ot  liVCj  as  l>e  (hall  be  pleafed  to  ap- 
point. I  remember  I  have  re.^d  of  a  godly  woman,  who 
inher  ficknefs  being  alket'^y'one.  Whether  (he  was 
moft  defirous  to*die  or  live  ?  She  anfwered,  I  have  no 
choice  in  that  matter,  but  refer  myfelf  unto  the  will  of 
Ood.  But,  faid  the  other,  fuppofe  God  Qiould  refer 
it  unto  you,  whether  to  die  or  livej  which  of  them 

'    would 


^MM  j(m  chtfe?  It  G&i  (ttfiM  (he)  (bo\M  refer  it 
^^  mck  I  WouM-areft  ikfct  it  batk  agun  to  hnm  tt  bei« 
comes  thee,  O  man,  to  be  entirely  refigned  to  the  will 
-of  thy  Mafter^  and  to  ftand  like  a  centind  in  thy  ftatton, 
«c4df  to  toote'-as  Aj  great  general  and  commander  (hail 
fpve  «rden  GoheenuBg  thee.  It  would  be  pkafant  and 
acceptable,  to  Ga4i  ^  iee  thee  more  dcfiroua  to  be  de» 
Krered  from  fin  than  from  ficknefs.  O,  but  fin  is  a  fai^ 
irorfe  difeafie  thaa  any  ticknefs  in  the  w<)rl4  i  Beg  inv- 
foritutiAteWv  ^t  the  great  Phyfician  may  cure' this  wo*-' 
Cttlfaul^difeafct  and  let  him  dio  with  the  body  wl\at  ht 
dbeafetht-  This  was  David's  pra^ice  in  his  aiRi£tion^ 
Fial:  XXV*  1 8*  "  Look  upon  my  affli£lio^and  my  pain^ 
and  forgive  all  my  fias."  As  for  his  pains  and  afflio- 
tioaSf  he  alks  do  more  but  that  God  would  regard  thcm^ 
and  look  upon  them,  and  do  with  them  as  he  thought 
£t  I  but,  as.  for  his  fins,  no  lefs  will  fatisfy  him  dian  a 
ttrdon»  and  blotting  them  endrely  out^  fo  as  ti^y  might 
lie  semcmbcrcd  no  more. 

Di&lCCT.  V*    "Bixd  youtfelf  witk  lioly  purpofes  and 
fefblutions  in  Qirid's  ftf ength,  to  be  more  watch^ 
^      ftil  ag^Aiiift  fin,  more  diligent  in  duty,  and  to  im- 
prove the  time  of  health  better,  if  Ood  Qiall  be 
- . ;  pkaaiSed  to  ieftore  it  again  to  you. 

WHEN  God  is  vifiting  your  iniquities  Mrith  tods,  and 
t>leading  a  controverfy  with  you  for  your  omiffions  and 
flackneu  iii  duty,  he  expe£i:5  that  you  wi\l  return  from 
your  backilidings,  and  iet  about  a  ferious  reformation 
and  change  of  life,  Hof.  v.  15.  ^M  will  go  and  return 
to  my  ^lace,  till  they  acknowledge  their  offence,  and 
feek  my  face ;  In  their  affliction  they  wlU  feek  me  early.'' 
See  then  that  you  open  your  ear  to  difcipline ;  ftudy  to 
anfwef  God^s  Call  and  expedation>  and  in  his  ftrength 
refolve  (o  enter  upon  a  new  life*  **  Surely  now  it  is 
ttieet  to  be  faid  unto  God,  I  have  horne  chaftifement,  I 
will  not  offend  any  more.  That  which  I  fee  not,  teach 
thou  m^ :  If  I  have  done  iniquity,  I  will  do  fo  no  more.'^ 

V01..I.  F  jQ^i 


i6    DiriQioHi  to  TrnnilUt  and  Ptrions  under  j^fiiBion. 

Job  xxxiv.  3I1  32.  Now  is  the  feafon,  yoU  (hould  fq 
with  Ephraim,  Hof.  xiv.  8.  *^  What  have  I  to  do  ao] 
more  with  idols  ?" 

HavinfT  duly  examined  yourfelves,  and  fearched  oufl 
your  fins,  you  ought  to  put  a  bill  of  divorce  into  each  oi 
their  hands.  Deliberately  refelve  againft  all  your  (inSfl 
whether  fecret  or  open  \  and  efpecially  refolve  againft: 
your  darling  and  beloved  fins,  thofe  fins  which  do  mofb 
eafily  befet  you.  Refolve  alfo  againft  all  temptationa 
to  fin  ;  and|  particularly^  againft  the  fnares  pf  bad  com- 
pany, whereby  you  have  been  formerly  enticed  \  now 
fay  with  David,  Pf.  exit.  115.  "  Depart  from  me,  yes 
evil-doers-,  f^r  I  will  keep  the  commandments  of  niy 
God."  You  muft  not  only  purpofe  to  forfake  all  fin^ 
but  alfo  mind  every  known  duty  ;  that  you  will,  makes 
religion  your  otie  thing  needful ;  the  pleafing  of  Godt 
the  chief  bufineis  of  your  life  \  that  you  will  fet  the  Lord 
alway  before  you,  giye  him  your  heart  in'dl  duties,  aim 
at  nearnefs  and  communion  with  God  in  every  one  of 
them  *,  and  ftill  prefs  forward  to  the  full  enjoyment  of 
God  in  heaven  through  eternity, 

Refolve  alfo,  through  grace,  that  you  will,  in  afpecial 
manner^  mind  fecret  duties,  which  the  eyes  of  men  do 
not.pbferve,  andthofe  duties,  which  confcience  doth  moft 
challenge  you  for  negle£ling.  And  you  that  are  heads 
of  famUies,  refolve  to  make  more  confcience  6f  family- 
religion;  of  worfliipping  God  with  your  families,  both 
morning  and  evening  \  inftru£^ing  your  children  and 
fervants  in  the  knowledge  of  Chrift  *,  and  recommend- 
ing religion  and  godlinefs  to  all  round  about  you,  whe- 
ther relations  or  ftrangersJ 

And,  if  you  would  have  your  refolutions  effe£):ual, 
fee  that  they  be  accompanied  with  a  deep  fcnfe  of  your 
infufficiency  to  perform  theni  in  your  own  ^rength. 
Bear  always  in  mind  the  corruption  and  deceitfulnefs 
of  your  own  heart ;  and  make  all  your  refolutions  in  a 
humble  dependence  on  the  fufficiency  of  Jefus  Chrift 
your  furety.  Obferve  the  apoftle  Paul's  advice  to  his 
ion  Timothy,  2  Tim.  n.  1 .  **  Be  ftrong  in  the  grace 
that  is  ir  J  .'us  Chrift.*'  All  your  ftock,  0  believer,  is 
in  his  hand,  fo  that  without  him  you  can  d9  nothing ; 

but 
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but)  ti^rough  Chrift  ftrcngthening  youi  thou  art  able  to 
do  all  things* 


Direct.  VI.  Set  your  houfe  in  order,  by  making 
your  latter-willsi  and  fettling  ycur  domeftic  and 
fecular  affairst  while  you  have  freedom  and  capa* 
city  for  doing  it* 

.  APTER  the  heart  is  fet  in  order,  the  next  work  is 
to  fet  your  houfe  in  order,  according  to  God's  counfel 
to  Hezekiahp  Ifa.  xxxviii.  i .  It  is  recorded  of  the  Pa- 
triarch Abraliam,  that  he  was  careful  to  fettle  the  atfairs 
of  his  faniily  before  his  death,  Gen.  xxv.  5,  6«.  He 
'/diA^o^d  of  his  eftate  to  Ifaac,  and  legacies  to  the  fons 
of  his^oDCubines*  It  is  too  general  a  fault,  that  men 
Aelay  and  put  off  making  their  wills,  as  they  do  their  re« 
j)entance»  to  the  very  laft,  and  fo  too  frequently  never 
make  them  at  all.  ConGder  the  evil  of  deferring  or  ne» 
gle^iing  this  neceflary  affair;  for  if  you,  upon  whom 
God  hath  bcftowed  means,  (hould  die  inteftate,  your 
eftate  may  defcend  otherwife  than  you  intended;  much 
of  it  may  be  fpent  in  tedious  and  expenfive  law-fuits ; 
fuch  differences  may  fall  out  among  relations,  that  (hould 
live  in  friendfliip  and  mutual  affedion,  as  cannot  be 
healed  \  fome  of  them  may  be  reduced  co  extreme  want^^ 
when  a  fmall  legacy  might  have  put  them  in  a  way  of 
living  ;  and  many  fuch  inconveniences  may  follow. 
\yeU,  then,  if  your  negle£t  (hould  bring  on  tbefe  evils, 
and  involve  poflerity  into  endlefs  (Irifes  and  contentions, 
may  you.  not  juftiy  fear  that  the  guilt  thereof  will  pur«  ' 
fue  you  into  another  world,  whofe  wretched  carelefsnefa 
was  the  occafion  of  all  that  mifchJef  ? 

Fray,  what  is  the  reafon  that  men  put  off  this  affair  ? 
Is  it  not  becaufe  they  do  not  incline  to  think  fo  ferioufly 
on  deatht.as  this  will  occaGon  them  to  do  ?  Doth  not 
this  fmeU  of  abonUnable  earthly- mindednefs,  fpeak  as  if 
a  man  defired  all  his  portion  in  this  life,  and  cared  not 
for  a  better  ?  and  that  he  is  fo  far  from  preparing  for 
deathj  thAt  he  cannot  endure  to  think  of  it  \  AlaS,  that 

Y  2  this 
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thU  wc^ldly  di(pcfit]0O  fliould  fo  far  prcrail  among  u» ! 
But  furcly  tlhrrc  is  no  wife  man  will  fay,  that  the  putting 
i>ff  the  thou(chts  of  death,  will  keep  death  at  the^great- 
tt  UilV<Ai)<e  \  or»  that  prenaiing  for  death,  and  nuiking 
our  wills*  will  bring  on  death  the  fooner. 

It  were  furely  beft  to  order  our  afiairs  timeoufly ;  yea, 
do  it  ia  time  of  health*,  rather  than  to  delay  unto  a  •fick* 
bcd%  or  a  death- bed ;  for  either  you  may  be  (hatched  off 
(uddeuly,  and  have  no  time  for  it ;  or  you  may  betaken 
with  fuch  a  diftemper  as  (hall  feize  your  todgue,  fo  as 

Jou  canuot  exprtfs  your  mind ;  or  feize  your  under- 
tanding»  fo  as  you  cannot  rationally  difpofeof  your  dt 
fc^s.  And  though  none  of  thofe  fhould  happen,  yet, 
certainly  it  proves  a  great  difturbance  to. a  dying  man, 
to  be  calling  up,  ordering,  and  fettling  the  afiairs  of  his 
family,  when  he  (hould  be  fecuring  a  heaTcnlv  mandon 
for  his  foul,  and  clearing  up  his  evidences  tnereunto. 
ft  is  great  wifdom  to  put  this  afiair  by  hand,  that  you 
may  have  as  little  to  do  with  the  world  as  may  be^  ai^ 
all  occafions  of  diftra6iion  to  your  immortal  foul  may 
be  prevented,  when  it  is  near  to  its  flittbg  into  an  eteri> 
Dal  and  uncl^ngeable  flate.  / 

jMorvovcr,  in  fettling  your  fecular  afiairs,  obferve  thefe 
following  advices  :  i.  Make  your  wills  checrfhlly,  and 
freely  lay  down  whatever  you  enjoy,  when  God  calls 
you  to  do  it.  Praife  God  that  you  had  thofe  things 
while  you  needed  them,  and,  when  you  have  no  lonetr 
ufe  for  them,  leave  them  without  repining  to  thofe  that 
coute  after  you.  Look  not  back  to  Egypt  when  you  are 
u^^Oi^  your  maKh  to  Canaan. 

4.  See  that  you  deal  juftly,  in  providing  your  fami» 
W,  ^ying  all  your  juft  debts,  and  makmg  reftitution» 
u  you  have  wronged  any.  Abhor  all  defigns  of  defraud- 
ing any  of  your  lawful  creditors ;  for,  if  your  laft  ad 
Ukould  be  unjuft,  you  leave  a  blot  upon  your  name  here; 
4uJ  Guce  ypu  cannot  repent  of  this  wickednefs,  it  being 
4iiii>n^  yo^  hft  deeds,  you  expofe  yourfelf  to  a  fearful 
dooiu  m  the  world  whiter  you  are  going. 

3.  In  fettling  your  eiUtes,  fee  that  God  and  good 
injes  be  not  forgot  nor  left  out.  When  you  are  leaving 
tbc  wqk1^>  and  cm  glorify  God  no  longer  here  by  your 

words 


f 


HikiXoni  tet  TMmilief  and  Pgrtons  under  ^tfiUHon   19 

words  or  a£i:ioti8,  fee  to  honour  the  IjOxA  with  your  fub- 
ftancc,  by  leaving  fomc  part  thereof  to  a  pTous  and  cha- 
ritable ufc.     I  know,  it  is  a  work  of  charity  to  ^v/t  for 
maintaining  the  bodies  of  the  poor ;  and  efpecially  the 
poor  of  God's  peoples  who  belong  to  his  family :  Bat 
it  ts  much  mor^  pious  and  charitable  to  leave  fomewhat 
for  propagating  Chriftian  knowledge  in  dark  places  ;  for 
ifducating  poor  children  to  read  the  fcriptures ;  and 
inftruding  ignorant  fouls  in  the  ktiowledge  of  Jefus 
Chrift*    It  is  much  to  be  lamented^  that  fo  many  rich 
tn^Xi  amon|^  us  die,  and  leave  nothing  to  fuch  pious 
ttfes.    The  liberality  of  Papifts,  on  their  death-beds^ 
tt^ay  give  a  fharp  challenge  to  many  pfofeffed  Protef- 
tant$ :  O  whax  a  Qiame  is  it  to  the  profeflbrs  of  the 
doflrinc  of  grace,  that  the  falfc  doft^-ines  of  merits  and 
furgatory,  (hould  produce  fo  many  donation^  and  mor«. 
tifications  among  the  Papifts  ;  and  the  faith  of  Chrift's 
ttioft  glorious  ^oipel  (hould  not  do  the  like  among  true 
believers  !     Shall  the  proud  conceit  of  merit,  and  the 
imaginary  fear  of  purgatory,  prompt  men  to  do  more 
this  way,  than  the  certain  perfuafibn  of  the  love  of  Go4 
in  Chrift,  and  the  well  grounded-hope  of  eternal  life 
dirough  the  alone  merits  of  Jefua  Chrift  :  0  what  a  xom 
proaeh  is  this  to  our  holy  religion  ! 
=    4.  It  might  be  much  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  good 
tf  fouls,  that  a  great  part  of  Our  teftaments  and  latter- 
^ills  fhouid  confiit  of  folemn  charges,  exhortations  and 
blelEags,'  to  our  children,  or  thofe  to  whom  we  be- 
queath any  legacy ;  fo  as  they  can  never  open  our  tet 
laments,  or  look  into  them^  but  they  might  hear  fome^ 
^mgthat  may  make  impreflibns  on  their  fouls  for  their ' 
fpiritual  edification,  and  for  quickening  them  to  the  di* 
Ugcnt  pra^ice  of  both  family  and  perfpnal  godlinefs* 


CHAP/ 
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CHAP.    II. 

Containing  feme  Particular  'DireElions  to  thofe  'tvho  ar^ 
Jl^arpjy  afflicled  with  Sichne/s  and  long  TroubU^ 

Direct.  I.  ^Juftify  God  in  the  greateft  Afflio 
tions  which  bcfal  you.  .  ,    • 

•THHOUGH  God  (hould  condemn  you,  fee  that  yots 
J^  acquit  him,  and  fay,  he  is  righteous  in  all  hie 
dealings.  When  the  church  w^s  under  the  heaTieft 
diftrefs,  (he  finds  caufe  to  juftify  God,  Lam;  i.  it. 
•*  The  Lord  is  righteous,  for  I  have  rebelled  againft  hit- 
commandment."  So  doth  godly  Nehemiah,  Neh.  ix. 
33.  "  Howbeit  thou  art  juft  in  all  that  is  brought  ujv 
on  us :  for  thou  haft  done  right,  but  we  have  done 
wickedly.**  The  fame  doth  holy  David  ocknowledgei 
Pfal.  cxix.  75.  "  I  know,  O  Lord,  that  thv  judgments 
are  right,  and  that  in  faithfulnefs  thou  naft  affliAed 
me."  Now,  in  order  to  bring  you  to  this  agreeabte 
frame,  and  to  convince  you  of  the  equity  and  juftice  of 
God,  in  his  difpenfations,  hpwever  heavy  and  long  your 
diftrefs  be,  I  (hall  lay  before  you  the  following  con&> 
derations : 

I.  Confider  the  infinitely  holy  and  righteous  nature 
of  that  God  who  fmiteth  thee,  Pfal.  cxix.  137.  "  Rigb- 
tfous  art  thou,  O  Lord,  and  upright  are  thy  judgments.** 
We  prefume  Tt  of  a  righteous  man  that  he  will  do  righ- 
teous things ;  and  (hall  we  not  much  more  helieve  (b 
of  a  holy  and  righteous  God  ?  We  c&nnot  be  ii)fal]ibly 
certain  >that  a  righteous  man  will  always  do  fo  :  Fora 
righteous  man  may  leave  his  righteoufnefs,  becaufe  the 
creature  is  mutable ;  but  God  is  immutably  righteous  ; 
fo  that  we  m^y  be  confident  of  it,  that  the  judge  of  all 
the  earth  will  do  right,  for  it  is  impoffible  he  can  do  o- 
therwife,  Zech,  iii.  5.  "  The  juft  Lord  is  in  the  midft 
thereof,  he  will  hot  do  iniquity."  He  will  not,  he  can- 
not i  for  it  is  contra  J  td  his  nature. 

•■      ■    ^        ''  2.  Confider 
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qi.  Confider  that  God  never  brings  on  any  affliflion 

wrthout  a  caufe,  i  Cor.  xi.  30.  *'  For  this  caufc  many 

are  fick,"     He  hath  ftill  juft  ground  for  the  heavi^ft  af- 

fti£lion,  from  thy  fins  and  provocations ;  and  may  al- 

va7s  fay  to  thee,  as  to  Ifrael/Jer,  ii.  17,  19.    "  Haft 

thou  not  procured  this  unto  thyfeif,  in  that  thou  haft 

forfakcn  the  Lord  thy  God,   when  he  ltd  thee  by  the 

way  ?     Thine  own  wicked  nefs  fhall  cor  reft  thee,  and 

thy  backfliding  lliaU  reprove  thee :  know,  therefore»  and 

fee,  that  it  is  an  evil  thing  and  bitter  that  thou  haft  for* 

fakcn  the  Lord."     There  is  ftill  ground  enough  for  af- 

fti£^ion  to  be  found  in  the  beft  of  God's  people ;  and 

therefore  it  is  faid.  Lam.  iii.  33.    "  For  he  doth  not 

afflick  willingly,  nor  grieve  the  children  of  men."     No : 

it  is  our  fins  that  oblige  him  to  it.     As  Chrift  whipped 

die  fellers  of  oxen  and  (beep  out  of  the  temple  with  a 

whip  (as  is  generally  thought)  made  of  their  own  cords; 

,fo  God  never  fcourgeth  us  but  with  a  whip  made  nf  our 

own  fins,  Prpv.  v.  23.  **  His  own  iniquities  (hall  take 

the  wicked  himfeif,  and  he  Iball  be  holden  with  the  cords 

of  his  fins" .  If  we  confider  the  mighty  God  as  a  Lord 

<lifpcnfing  grace,  then  we  find  he  afts  fovereignly,  and 

according  to  his  will  and  pleafure,  Mat.  xi.  26.  "  Even 

fo  Father,  for  fo  it  feemed  good  in  thy  fight."     But  if 

^^  confider  him  as  a  judge,  difpenfing  judgments,  he 

'^^verdoth  it  without  a  foregoing  caufe  on  the  creature's 

P^rt     God's  treafure  of  mercy  is  always  full,  and  read^ 

^  tc  let  out  to  them  that  feek  it ;  but  his  treafura  of 

'''*'ath  is  empty  till  men  fill  it  up  by  their/ms,  Rom.  ii., 

'5*  "  Thou  treafureft  up  to  thyfeif  wrath  againft  the 

^*y  of  wrath:"  We  always  do  provide  fuel  for  God's 

^("ath,  befbiriC  it  kindle  and  break  out  upon  us. 

3*  Confider  further  this  iaftance  of  God's  equity; 
™5it  when  there  is  a  caufe  given,  God  doth  not  prefently 
^kc  it,  but  continues  to  threaten  often  and  warn  long, 
"^fcrc  he  executes  the  fentence  of  his  word.  He  fends 
^^fler  ftrcdces  as  warnings  of  greater,  if  we  repent  riot ; 
atxd  he  repeats  his  warnings  many  times,  both  by  his 
word  and  providence,  before  he  fmite.  Yea^  even  when 
^repeated  warnings  are  flighted,  he  delays  a  long  time, 
and  waits  to  be  gracious,  ifa.  xxx.48.  And  when  men's 
o^ftinacy  an^  incorrigiblenefs  arrive  to  fucU  a  Ke'\<^l\t^ 
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that  h^  can  fpare  no  longer ;  yet,  how  loth  is  he  to  give 
ihem  up  to  fevere  judgment !  Hof.  xL  8.  ''  How  &all 
I  give  thee  up,  Ephraim  ?  how  {hall  I  deliver  thee>  lU 
rael  ?  how  (hall  I  make  thee  as  Admah  ?  how  (hall  I  fet 
thee  as  Zeboira  ?  mine  heart  is  turned  within  me^  xnj 
repentings  are  kindled  together."  When  the  Lord  hatn 
finners  in  his  arms^  ready  to  give  them  up  to  ittcxt 
judgments,  yet  he  makes  a  ftand,  and  would  be  willing- 
\y  prevented  before  he  proceeds  to  this  ftrange  work  % 
for  fo  he  calls  his  a£ls  of  judgment,  ffa.  xxviii.  2i. 
A£ls  of  mercy  are  co-natural,  moft  agreeable  and  plea* 
fant  to  God,  Mic.  vii.  18.  **  He  delightcth  in  mercy : 
but  judgment  is  his  ftrange  a£t,  and  his  ftrange  workl'' 
4.  Conlider  that  when  at  laft  he  fends  ftrokes  on  US| 
they  are  always  (hort  of  the  caufe  5  he  exafts  not  the 
whole  debt  that  (inners  owe  to  his  juftice,  as  Ezra  doth 
acknowledge,  Ezra  ix.  13.  **  Thou  haft  puniftied  ui 
lefs  than  our  iniquities  deferve."  The  ftrokc  he  thet^ 
is  fpeaking  of,  was  a  moft  heavy  judgment  ^  fearful  ruin 
and  defolation  came  upon  Jerufalem,  and  the  whole  o€ 
Judah ;  the  city  and  temple  were  burnt  to  afhes,  the 
people  carried  captive  to  a  ftrange  land,  and  treated  ats 
bond-flaves  among  the  Heathen.  Tet,  faith  the  holy 
jnan,  ^^  Thou  haft  puniftied  us  lefs  than  our  iniquities 
defer ve»"  y.rf.  It  is  true  we  have  been  carried  to  Baby* 
Ion  ;  but|  in  juftice,  we  might  have  been  fent  to  heli : 
our  houfes  were  burned,  but  our  bodies  might  have 
been  burned  too :  we  have  been  drinking  water,  bat 
we  might  have  been  drinking  blood  :  we  have  had  grie* 
vous  burdens  on  earth,  but  we  might  have  been  groan* 
ing  in  hell :  we  were  baniftied  from  the  temple,  but  we 
might  have  been  eternally  baniftied  from  God's  prefence* 
We  think  it  a  great  favour  among  men,  when  any  pu- 
niftiment  is  mitigated,  when  the  fentence  of  death  xfir 
changed  into  baniftiment,  or  when  baniftiment  is  tiMrii» 
ed  into  a  fine,  or  a  great  fine  into  a  fmalier  :  And  will 
you  think  that  God  deals  feverely  or  rigoraufly  witk 
you,  when  he  lays  you  on  a  fick-bed^  when  he  might 
juftly  have  laid  you  in  hell,  and  poured  out  all  \m 
wrath  upon  you  there  ?  You  but  tafte  of'  the  brim  of 
the  cup,  when  God  might  caufe  you  to  drink  of  the 


bcttony  and  drees  thereof. 


Have 


pktfUMi  io  FamHtet  and  Persons  under  jyjUBion.  23 

Have  you  not  caufe  then  to  acl^nowledge  God's  juf- 
ticc  i  nay,  even  his  mercy,  too,  in  his  dealings  with  you, 
however  rough  they  majr  feem  to  be  !  May  you  not, 
with  good  reafon,  fay,  any  thing  lefs  than  hell  is  a  mat- 
ey to  fuch  an  ill  deferving  creatute  as  I  am  I  If  even  a 
hard-hearted  Pharaoh,  under  diftrefs,  came  the  length 
to  own  the  juftice  of  God,  Exod.  ix.  27.  *•  I  have  fin- 
ned, the  Lord  is  righteous."  Shall  any  profefled  Chris- 
tian fall  (hort  of  that  obftiuate  Egyptian  ? 


Direct.  II.  Labour  ftill  to  be  fenfibleof  God's  hand 
under  heavy  AfHi£lion,  and  beware  of  ftupidity 
and  unconcernednefs  under  it* 

IT  is  a  iin  to  faint  under  heavy  afflid^ion,  but  it  is  a 
duty  to  feel  it,  Heb.  xii  5.  **  My  fon,  defpife  not  the 
chaftening  of  the  Lord,  nor  faint  when  thou  art  rebuk- 
ed of  him."   The  apoftle  there  doth  caution  againft  two  . 
extreoies,  which  every  Chriilian  under  the  rod  (hould 
be  careful  to  avoid :  i  •  Defpifing  or  making  light  of 
affli£Hon.     2.  Sinking  or  defponding  under  affli£iion. 
We  are  in  great  hazard  of  running  into  the  one  or  the 
other.    As  to  the  firft,  we  may  be  faid  to  defpife  the 
chaftening  of  the  Lord,  when  we  do  not  obferve  God's 
hand  in  our  afflidion,  fo  as  to  reform  the  things  where- 
by be  is  difpleafed ;  or,  when  we  refolve  to  abide  the 
trial,  by  the  ftrength  of  our  own  refolutions  and  ftout- 
beartednefs,   without   looking  to  God  for  fupporting 
grace  j  or,  when  we  turn  ftupid  and  infenfible  under 
the  heavy  and  long  continued  rod.     This  defpifing  and 
flighting  of  the  rod,  is  not  patience,  but  ftupidity  ;  it  is 
not  Chriftian   magnanimity,    but  a  ftoical  temper  of 
inind,  moft  finful  and  provoking  to  God.     We  fee  how 
*npy  God  is  with  finners  when  his  ftrokes  are  not  felt, 
if«  xlit  25.  "  He  hath  poured  upon  him  the  fury  of 
his  anger  \  audit  hath  fet  him  on  fire  round  about,  yet 
he  knew  it  not ;  and  it  bath  burned  him,  yet  he  laid  it 
not  to  heart,"  Jer.  v.  3.  **  Thou  haft  ftriken  them,  but 
they  have  not  grieved  :  Thou  haft  confukned  them,  but 
they  have  refufed  to  receive  correftion  \  they  have  made 
Vol-  I-  G  their 
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their  faces  harder  than  a  rock,  they  have  irefufcd  to  i 
turn."  There  is  little  hope  of  a  fcholar's  mindiag  1 
leflbn,  that  is  regardlefs  of  whipping.  It  is  a  dreadQ 
fign  to  be  like  Pharaoh,  fleeping  in  our  finsy  when  Gn 
is  thundering  in  his  wrath.  He  that  will  fleep  wh< 
bis  houfe  is  on  fire,  or  lie  (lill  in  bed,  as  if  he  was's 
concerned,  may  aiTuredly  expe£l  to  be  confumed  in 
fiames.  As  David  could  not  bear  it,  when  the  meflc 
gers  he  fent  to  the  Ammonites  out  of  good  will,  w< 
afTronted  and  defpifed  -,  fo  neither  God  will  endure 
when  the  mefTengers  he  fends  to  iinners  are  flighte 
for  he  that  flights  a  meflenger,  affronts  his  matter.  The 
who  make  light  of  afilidion,  make  light  of  God  tt 
fends  it,  and  make  light  of  fin  that  procures  it* 

^ucfl.  *'  But  when  is  it  that  people  are  fuitably  cc 
cerned  under  a  heavy  rod  ?" 

Anf>  When  they  lee  God's  hand,  hear  God's  voii 
nnfwei  his  intent,  are  curious  to  know  his  mind,  c 
firous  to  do  thofe  things  he  requires,  and  reform  the 
things  he  is  difpleafed  with.  Remember  every  affl] 
tion  is  a  mefTenger  from  God,  and  deferves  a  hearii 
from  you.  It  comes  to  thee  with  fuch  a  meflage 
Ehud  did  to  Eglon,  Judges  iii-  20.  •'  I  have  an  emfl 
from  God  to  thee,  O  King ;"  I  have  a  mefTage  fro 
God  to  thee,  O  Chriflian,  O  finner.  Well,  lend  s 
ear,  and  hearken  with  reverence  and  attention  to  tJ 
errand ;  fay,  "  Speak,  Lord,  for  thy  fervant  hearet 
what  wouldfl  thou  have  me  to  do  ^"  Believe  it,  th 
God  fpeaks  as  really  to  you  by  his  rod,  as  by  his  wore 
therefore  he  fays,  hear  ye  the  rod.  God  fpoke  as  tru 
by  his  ten  plagues  to  Egypt,  as  he  did  by  his  ten  pr 
cepts  to  Ifrael*  And  if  tlie  calm  voice  of  tiie  word  we 
more  regarded,  we  (hould  hear  lefs  of  the  rough  voii 
'  of  the  rod.  As  Gideon  took  brieis  and  thorns  of  tl 
wildernefs,  and  with  them  taught  the  men  of  Succot 
who  would  not  be  taught  by  fairer  means,  Judg.  viii.  1 
So  God  takes  tlie  (harp  prickles  of  Tore  af!1i£lion, 
teach  you  his  ftatutes,  when  you  will  not  be  taught  I 
foftcr  methods.  Beware  then  of  grieving  God's  8pirJ 
by  turning  fhipid,  and  infenfibie  under  (harp  or  loi 
continued  trials :  But  the  more  pains  God  is  at  wi 
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JDU  by  his  rod,  hearken  the  more  carefully  to  his  voice, 
an^  labour  to  make  the  greater  proficiency  in  the  fchool 
of  aflifliony  where  he  thinks  fit  to  continue  you  ;  that 
foyoii  may  inherit  that  bleffing,  Pf.  xciv.  12.  "  BltiTed 
&  die  man  whom  thou  chafteiieil^  O  Lord,  and'teach- 
^  him  but  of  thy  law." 

Direct.  III.     Beware  of  mifconftrudling  God's  deal' 
ings  towards  you,  and  of  charging  him  foolilhly, 

WE  arc  apt  to  believe  fatan's  fuggeftlons  under  heavy 
trials,  and  to  entertain  wrong  thoughts  of  God  and  his 
difpenfations.  Now,  thefe  you  ought  to  guard  againft, 
M,  for  inftance,  i.  Beware  of  harbouring  atheiftical 
thoDghts,  as  it  there  weie  no  Providence,  no  wife  Go- 
vernor of  this  lower  world,  no  diftindlion  between  the 
good  and  bad ;  and  that  it  is  to  no  purpofe  to  be  reli- 
gious, like  thofe  mentioned  in  Mai.  iii.  14.  **  Ye  have 
uid,  it  is  vain  to  ferve  God  ;  and  what  profit  is  it,  that 
we  have  kept  his  ordinance,  and  walked  mournfully 
before  the  Lord  of  hofts  ?*'  Yea,  even  the  Pfalmift, 
when  he  begins  to  compare  his  own  (harp  trials  with 
the  wicked's  eafe  and  profperity,  is  tempted  to  think  all 
religion  is  in  vain,  and  fay,  Pf.  Ixxiii.  13,  14.  "  Verily, 
1  have  5:leanfed  my  heart  in  vain,  and  waftied  my  hands 
in  innocence.  For  all  the  day  long  have  1  been  plagued, 
Md  chaftened  every  morning."  liut  thefe  are  nothing  ^ 
hut  the  hellifti  fuggeftions  of  fatan,  that  irreconcileable 
enemy  of  God  and  precious  fouls,  again  ft  which  we 
fliould  clofely  ftop  our  ears- 

^  2.  Beware  of  charging  God  in  your  hearts,  with 
rigour  and  mjuftice  in  his  dealings,  like  thofe,  Ezek. 
3tviii.  25.  "  Yet,  ye  fay,  the  way  of  the  Lord  is  not  e- 

Sul.*'     How  highly  uijjuft,'  and  injurious,  are  fuch 
oughts  of  him  who  is  the  judge  of  ail  the  earth,  and 
cannot  but  do  right  ? 

3.  Beware  of  thinking  that  heavy  affliftions  do  al- 
ways fpeak  wrath  in  God  againft  thee.     No,  fometimes 
they  fpeak  forth  love,  and  God  may  be  carrying  on  a 
love-dcGgn  tiiereby  to  thy  foul,  viz.  to  fubdue  thy  ftrong 
G  2  lull.s, 
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lufts,  and  draw  thee  nearer  unto  himfelf«  As  for  tfaofi 
who  think  that  the  (marting  rod»  and  Divine  Iotci  can- 
not dwell  together^  let  them  read  that  palTage,  Heb*  ziii^ 
5,  6.  /^  And  ye  have  forgotten  the  exhortation,  whiclr 
fpeaketh  unto  you  as  unto  children,  my  fon,  defpife  no« 
thou  the  chailening  of  the  Lord^  nor  faint  when  thois 
art  rebuked  of  him.  For  whom  the  Lord  loveth  he  chaf- 
teneth,  and  fcourgeth  every  fon  whom  he  rcceivethn" 

4.  Beware  of  defponding  and  diftruftful  thoughts 
of  God  under  (harp  affli£^ions.  Some  are  ready  to  raze 
the  foundation  ^  quit  their  intereft  in  God,  and  the  piro- 
mifes ;  and  caft  away  their  hope  and  confidence,  faying«| 
with  Gideon,  Judg.  vi«  13.  *'  Oh,  my  Lord,  if  the  LordJ 
be  with  us,  why  then  is  all  this  evil  befallen  us  ?"  S(h 
David  was  ready  to  draw  a  hafty  conclufion,  Pf«  xxxi; 
22.  *'  I  faid,  in  my  hade,  I  am  cut  off  from  before 
thine  eyes."  But  this  was  the  effe^  of  unbeliefs  £0.1^ 
be  that  believeth  will  not  make  hafte^ 


Direct.  IV.  Under  fore  Trouble  and  Diftrefs,  labour 
to  exercife  a  ftrong  and  lively  Faith. 

IT  was  ?  noble  and  heroic  refolution  in  that  holy  man 
Job,  under  his  fihgular  trials,  Job  xiii.  15.  "  Though 
he  flay  me,  yet  will  I  truft  in  him/'  q*  d.  Let  my  ftrokes 
b^  never  fo  fore  and  heavy,  yet,  I  will  not  let  go  my 
grips  of  his  words  and  promifes,  I  will  not  raze  tbefc 
foundations  of  my  hope^  It  was  this  way  the  Pfalmift 
kept  himfelf  from  fmking  under  his  heavy  burdensj 
Pf.  xxvii.  13.  "  1  had  fainted,  unlcfs  I  had  believed  to 
fee  the  goodneis  of  the  Lord  in  the  land  of  the  Jiving-** 
Confider  but  a  little  the  noble  influence  that  faith  hath 
to  ftrengthen  and  fupport  the  foul  under  fore  trials. 

1.  Faith  grips  to  the  great  gofpel- promifes  of  ialva* 
tioii  in  and  through  Jefus  Chrift,  and  io  fecures  ch^ 
foul's  main  intereft  through  eternity  5  which  is  enough 
to  make  the  foul  eafy  in  every  lot. 

2.  Faith  views. God  in  Chrift  at  the  helm  in  the 
greateft  ftprm,  and  fo  it  endures,  as  feeing  him  who  is 
invifible,  Heb#  xi»  27. 

3' 
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3*  Faith  cafta  tlie  jtoul's  anchor  upon  the  rock  of  ^ 
^ges,  and  ftays  itfelf  on  God  and  the  faithful  promifes ; 
VFhereby  the  foul  is  eafed  and  di&urdened  of  its  fears 
and  melancholy  apprehenfionS)  Ffal.  iv.  22.  Ifa.  1.  lo. 

4*  Faith  brings  new  (Irength  and  auxiliary  fupplies 
of  ^race  from  heaven,  when  the  forp)er  fupply  is  ex« 
Iiaufted  and  fpent ;  whereof  David  had. the  fwee;t  expe- « 
rience,  Pfal.  xxvii.  13.  As  God  doth  plant  and  actuate 
grace  in  the  foul,  fo  he  is  pLeafed  to  come  in  with  fea- 
ibnable  fupplies  and  reinforcements  to  the  weak  and 
decayed  graces  of  his  people,  anfwerable  to  their  pre- 
lent  exigencies  and  p^eiTures  ;  And|thu8  hh  doth,  from 
time  to  time,  feed  the  believer's  lamp  with  frelh  oil, 
giving  more  faith,  more  love,  more  hope,  and  more 
defiles  \  and  hereby  he  giv«s  power  to  the  faint,  and 
Arengthens  the  things  which  remain  when  ready  to  die. 

5.  Faith  keeps  the  foul  from  finking  under  heavy 
trials,  by  bringing  in  former  experiences  of  the  power» 
mercy,  and  faithfulncfs  of  God,  to  the  afiiifled  foul. 
Hereby  was  the  Pfalmift  fupported  in  diftrefs,  Pfal.  xiii. 
^.  Pfal.  Ixxxvii,  4.  O,  faith  faith,  "  Remember  what 
Cod  hath  done  both  for  thy  outward  and  inward  man  \ 
he  hath  not  only  delivered  thy  body  when  in  trouble, 
l>|it  he  hath  done  great  things  for  thy  foul ;  he  hath 
l^rought  thee  out  of  a  ftate  of  black  nature,  entered  in« 
^o  a  covenant-relation  with  thee,  made  his  goodnefs 
pais  before  thee ;  he  hath  helped  thee  to  pray,  and  ma- 
any  times  hath  heard  thy  prayers  and  thy  tears*  Hath 
he  not  formerly  brought  thee  out  of  the  horrible  pit, 
sind  out  of  the  miry  clay,  and  put  a  new  fong  in  thy 
xxioutfa,  and  made  thee  to  refolve  never  to  give  way  to 
lAich  unbelieving  doubts  and  fears  again  ?  And. how 
Xinbecoming  is  it  for  thee  now  to  fink  in  trouble  ?" 

6.  Faith  fupports  the  foul,  by  giving  it  a  pleafant 
V lew  and  profpe£t  of  a  happy  outgate  from  all  trouble ; 
when  it  ihall  be  admitted  to  fee  and  dwell  with  Chrilt 
hereafter.     Thus  was  Job  fupported  in  his  great  dif- 
trefs, Job  xix.  25,  26,  29.  "  For  I  know  that  my  Re- 
deemer liyeth  \  and  that  he  (hall  (land  at  the  latter  day 
Vpon  tlie  earth.     Wkopfi  1  fliall  fee  for  myfclf,  and 

mine 
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mine  eyes  (hall  behold,"  &c.  A  believing  view  of  the-^a 
foul's  meeting  with  its  Redeemer,  and  receiving  a  crown  ^ 
of  gifjry  frpin  him  at  laft,  is  an  excellent  fupport  to  a  — 
Chriltian  under  the  htavieft  affliftion  •,  and  fo  it  was  to  - 
Taul,  2  Hit.,  iv.  7,  8. 

7.  Faith  gives  great  fupport,  by  the  encouraging  re- 
prcfcntatioiis  it  makes  of  Chrilt,  and  of  his  prefent  con- 
cern for  tlie  believer  while  under  afflidlion.  As  for  in- 
ftance,  i .  Faith  reprcfenta  Chrift  to  a  believer  under 
trials,  as  fyn^pathizing  with  him  under  his  dillrefs,  feel- 
ing his  pain,  hearnig  his  groans,  bearing  his  burdenSf 
anil  re.idy  ^to  relieve  him  in  his  own  appointed  time^ 
which  it  well  becometh  him  to  wait  for. 

2.  Faith  reprefents  Chrift  as  putting  in  his  Almigh- 
ty arm  under  the  believer's  head,  and  conveying  invifi- 
bk  ftrength  to  fupport  and  hold  him  up  under  his  great- 
eft  preffures. 

3.  Faith  reprefents  Chrift  as  pleading  the  affli£ted  be- 
liever's Gaufe  with  God,  and  anfwering  all  tlie  charges 
of  the  law,  the  challenges  of  cbnfcience^  and  accuf?^ 
tions  of  Satan  againft  him. 

4.  Faith  reprefents  Chrift  as  ftanding  by  the  furnace 
as  a  refiner  where  his  gold  is  melting  ;  carefully  ovwr« 
feeing  the  trials  of  his  people,  that  they  may  wort  for 
their  good ;  dnd  ready  to  bring  them  out  thereof,  when 
they  are  fufiiciently  purified  from  their  drofs. 

5.  Faith  reprefents  Chrift  as  fmiling  on  his  people 
under  the  crofs,  whifpering  peace  into  their  ears,  and 
faying,  "  Well  done,  good  and  faithful  fcrvant." 


Direct.  V.     Labour  to  bear  with  patience  whatever 
load  of  trouble  the  Lord  appoints  for  you. 

WE  will  perhaps  obferve  fome,  who  arc  ftrangers  to 
religion,  contentedly  enduring  very  painful  evils  ;  and 
'thib  they  may  do,  by  virtue  of  a  natural  hardinefs  and 
rcfolution  which  fome  are  endued  with  ;  or,  upon  the 
account  of  arguments  fumiftied  with  human  prudence  : 
This  is  only  patience  as  a  moral  virtue,  which  fome 

attain 
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attali)  to.  But  it  is  patience  as  a  fpiritual  grace,  or  a 
fruit  of  the  Spirit,  which  we  muft  aiit^  at  under  our 
trials  ^  that  we  may  bear  them  contentedly^  from  di- 
Vine  principles,  to  divine  ends.  Now,  this  grace  of 
'  patiefice  we  muft  earneftly  beg  from  God  under  heavy 
affliQionsi  for  it  is  only  he  that  muft  work  it  in  us ; 
and  therefore,  he  is  called  the  God  of  patience,  Rom. 
iir.  5.  And,  in.  order  to  your  attaining  of  this  grace, 
1  Oiall  lay  before  you  tnc  following  confiderations, 
which  may  be  ufeful,  through  the  Lord's  blefling,  for 
that  end. 

I  •  ConGder  the  patience  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
under  fufferings  inexpreffibly  greater  than  yours.  When 
it  plcafed  the  Lord  to  bruif§  him,  and  put  him  to  grief; 
how  patiently  did  he  bear  all  ?  According  to  that  re- 
niarkrble  word,  Ifa.  liii.  7.  "  He  was  oppreffcd,  and 
h€  "%vas  afllicled,  yet  he  opened  not  his  mouth ;  he  is 
brought  as  a  lamb  to  the  flaughter,  and  as  a  (beep  be- 
fore her  (hearers  is  dumb,  fo  he  opened  not  his  mouth.** 
^6 w,  Chrift  fufFered  as  an  example  of  patience,  though 
*t  Was  not  his  chief  end  :  and  furely  all  the  members  of 
the  body  flioiild  ftudy  to  imitate  the  head  in  patience. 
l^icl  _your  blefled  Saviour  patiently  endure  fuch  ^jjonies  • 
^^d  preiTures  t)f  wrath  for  you ;  and  will  you  decline  to 
undergo  fome  fhort  pains  or  Ccknefs,  in  obedience  to 
^^s  command  ? 

.  ^  -  Confider  God's  fovereignty  over  you.  He  is  the 
great  Potter,  and  you  are  his  clay  ;  and,  why  may  he 
'^ot  fio  with  you  as  he  pleafeth  ?  If  your  children  of- 
lead  you,  you  fcourge  them,  and  perhaps  do  it  fome- 
tim^.^  withou  reafon  ;  yet  how  ill  do  you  take  it,  when 
they  refufe  to  fuT)mit  ?  How  will  you  drive  and  fpur 
you»-  horfes  under  you,  and  perhaps  fome  times  unrea- 
fou  iibly  ?  Yet  they  bear  all  quietly,  and  make  no  refif- 
tancc.  Shall  they  take  blows  from  their  mailer-,  and 
^'^  ^  you  not  from  your  maker,  that  has  fu  more  power 
®^'fr  you?  If  any  challenge  you  for  cruelty  :o  your 
children  or  beads,  you  take  it  not  well,  bccauf;;  you 
thiiifc  yQy  |Yj.jy  j^q  wliat  you  will  with  your  own,  and 
«o  Ulan  hath  right  to  quarrel  you  :  But  hath  not  God 
^  greater  property  in  you,  tljan  you  in  your  children  or 
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cattle  ?    And  will  you  not  patiently  fulxmit  to  your  wife 
and  abfolutc  Sovereign  >  ^     ^  ^ 

3.  Confider  thy  un  as  die  meritorious  caufe  of  all 
thy  affli£lions»  however  heavy  they  be.  If  thou  h^ 
right  diOQghts  of  thy  fins,  and  the  ^gravations  therepi^ 
thy  mind  may  be  compofed  to  a  patient  fubmiflion  to 
God's  hand  :  If  fin  be  heavy  on  thee,  all  thy  affiidiious' 
will  be  light.  Luther  gives  us  this  as  a  reafon  why  he 
flighted  the  rage  of  the  Pope  and  the  Emperor*  and  all 
his  outward  troubles  :  '^  They  are  all  little  to  me,  be- 
caufe  fin  is  fo  weighty  on  me.''  Hence  it  was,  that 
Paul  complained  not  at  all  of  his  fufferings,  for  as  great 
as  they  were  \  but  he  cried  out  much  of  his  fins,  Konu 
vii.  23.  ^<  O  wi^tched  man  that  I  am>  who  {hall  deli- 
ver me  from  the  body  of  this  death  ?*'  Senfe  of  fin 
doth  fwallow  up  the  fenfe  of  afRidtion,  as  the  ocean 
doth  little  brooks.     For  with   whom   (houidft   thou 

auarrel,  but  thyfelf,  when  thou  bringeft  troubles  on 
lyfelf  ?  This  confideration  (hould  bring  tliee  to  re- 
folve,  and  fay  with  the  prophet,  Mic.  vii.  9  '*  I  will 
bear  the  indignation  of  the  Lord,  becaufe  I  have  finned 
againft  him.*' 

4.  Confider  how  (harp  foever  the  pains  are,  you  are,,. 
called  to  bear,  yet  they  fall  infinitely  fliort  of  what  you 
have  juftly  deferved  at  God's  hands.     It  is  of  his  infi- 
nite mercy,  that  death  and  everlafting  de(tru£tion  hath 
not  been  your  portion  long  fince  ;  and  that  you  are  not 
now  groaning  under  the  extremity  of  his  indignation 
in  the  bottomlefs  pit,  together  with  the  devil  and  his 
angels*     And,   confequently,  whatever  falls  (hort  o|. 
this,  is  truly  a  great  mercy,  and  is  fo  far  from  being  . 
ground  of  quarrelling,  that  the  greatell  fufferer  on 
this  fide  hell,  hath  jull  caufe  to  admire  God's  clemen- 
cy in  dealing  more  favourably  with  him  than  he  hath 
deferved. 

5.  Compare  thy  cafe  with  others  that  have  been^  . 
or  prefently  are  in  diilrefs.  Do  not  fay,  there  is  none 
fo  hardly  dealt  with  as  thou  art  \  for  thou  knoweft  not 
the  afilidlion  of  others*  Confider  duly  the  trials  of 
that  eminent  faint,  Job,  in  all  the  circumflances  there- 
of, and  fee  if  }ou  can  fay,  that  your  forrow  is  near  fo 

great 
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{teat  as  his  ibrrow  was.  Again^  compare  your  cafe 
iritb  that  of  the  damned  in  hell,  who  He  and  fry  in  end- 
iefi  and  ceafelefs  flamesi  fo  dtat  they  have  no  reft,  day 
nor  night,  but  the  fmoke  of  their  torment  afcends  for 
xter':  And  think  what  a  blefling  it  is,  that  you  are  yec 
in  a  ftate  of  faivation,  and  not  delivered  over  to  thofe 
ererhfting  burnings,  which  were  the  due  demerits  o£ 
jdur  fins,  and  to  which  you  might  long  ago  have  been 
lufUy  condemned,  had  it  not  been  for  the  patience  and 
long  fuffering  of  Ahnighty  God,  who  waiteth  to  be  gra- 
cious to  guilty  fmners.  When  you  confider  thefe  things 
Inftcad  of  being  diflatisfied  with  the  Divine  difpenfa- 
tions,  you  have  caufe  to  blefs  God,  that  matters  are  not 
^^orfe  with  you ;  and  that  you  are  kept  out  of  hell  to 
diis  day,  where  thoufands,  not  more  guilty  than  you, 
sre  prefently  roaring  in  endlefs  defperation.  ' 

Xjnto  thefe  confiderations,  I  (hall  fubjoin  fome  few 
helps;  or  advices;  in  order  to  the  attaining  of  patience 
^lUder  fore  troubles,  i*  Labour  to  gtt  pardon  of  fih^ 
and  peace  with  God,  fecured  to  thy  foul,  and  this  will 
^able  you  to  bear  the  heavieft  crofs  with  patience. 
Hence  it  was  that  Luther  cried,  *'  Smite,  Lord,  as  thou 
▼ilti  I  take  all  in  good  part,  feeing  my  fins  are  pardon^ 
^  :  O,  pardon  of  fin  is  the  crowning'  blefiing,  therefore 
I  will  bear  any  thing,  I  will  fwallow  up  quarrelling  in- 
^o  adinmng ;  1  will  welcome  the  pruning  knife,  feeing 
^cre  is  n6  fear  of  the  bloody  axe  to  fell  me  down/' 

a*  Labour  to  fee  God's  hand  in  thy  affliction.  Do 
not,  like  the  dog,  fnarl  at  the  ftone,  but  look  up  to  the 
liquid  that  throws  it.  And,  furely,  a  view  of  the  hand 
^  a  holy  God,  may  ferve  to  calm  all  the  boifterous  waves 
^'f  thy  corruption ;  fo  did  it  with  David,  Pfal.  xxxix.  9* 
"^1  was  dumb,  I  opened  not  my  mouth,  becaufe  thou 
^idft  it.*  When  he  looked  to  the  inftruments  and  fe- 
coud  caufes  of  his  afflictions,  his  heart  waxed  hot,  and 
^c  fire  of  lus  inward  paflion  began  to  burn  and  break 
out ;  but,  when  he  once  efpied  God's  hand  and  feal  to 
the  warrant  for  his  correction,  he  became  filent,  and 
patiently  fubmitted  to  the  Divine  will. 

3.  Get  a  humble  and  felf  denied  frapie  of  fpirit,  that 

you  may  have  low  thoughts  of  yourfclF,  and  of  all  your 
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fubmitfirg  to  the  Dirmc  wiiL  bat  wfll  brok  klHe  k 
bov«  Hence  wr  fee  a  vaft  diferencc  bclwtui  apw 
Fhataoh,  and  an  humble  EH»  under  ibe  rod  ;  the  om 
layi»  ^  Who  is  the  Lord«  that  I  Oioald  obey  him  ?*  Ba 
tte  othef  fakh,  ^  Ittt  the  Lofd,  let  him  do  what  ften 
cth  him  i^ood.'* 

4  Get  knre  to  Jefos  Chrift.  Lore  is  an  endorii^ 
principle,  i  Cor.  nil  7.  k  cndureth  all  thii^s.  ] 
makes  the  (bnl,  like  the  kindly  child,  draw  nearer  t 
Chrift  the  more  it  is  beaten* 

5.  Interpret  God's  ways  and  dealings  with  yon  al 
ways  in  the  bed  fenie.  And,  laftly,  be  eameft  in  pnj^ 
er,  that  God  nay  conquer  your  rebellious  will,  an 
fubdue  thofe  mutinoos  lififAgs  of  heart  within  yon  a 
gainil  himfdf. 


Direct.  Vf.    Beware  of  envying  wicked  men,  wha 
you  tee  them  in  health  and  profperity. 

THE  Pfa1mift»  when  he  was  chaftened  every  morn 
ingy  and  in  great  adverfity,  was  liable  to  this  evil,  P6l 
Ixaiii.  3*  *^  I  was  envious  at  the  fooli(h,  when  I  fawtiM 

{»rofperity  of  the  wicked."  Corrupt  nature  dotl^ftrongi 
y  incline  us  to  this  finful  difporition,  efpecially  in  thi 
day  of  fore  afBiAion  :  **  For  the  Spirit  that  dwelleth  i« 
us  luftcth  to  envy/'  James  iv.  j.  But,  did  we  rightlj 
confiHer  the  (bte  of  wicked  men,  we  would  fee  greaCes 
ground  to  pify  than  envy  them,  in  the  mod  profpereu- 
condition  :  Why  ?  ••  I'hc  profperity  of  fools  (hdl  dte 
ftroy  them,'*  Prov.  i.  32.  It  makes  them  forget  Goc 
and  turn  hai'dciicd  snd  frcure  in  fin,  which  haftens  the: 
ruin.  Who  would  envy  a  mslefaftor's  going  up  a  hi£ 
ladder,  nnd  being  mouiited  above  the  reit  of  the  pcopl 
when  it  is  only  for  a  little,  and  in  order  to  his  bei« 
tiuned  ovrr  und  hangrtl  >  T\m  in  Juft  the  c.ife  ofti 
wicked  men,  who  Arti  mouiued  up  hij^h  in  profperity 
for  it  is  fo  only  thm  ihty  n^y  ho  caft  down  deeper  iri 
dcftruQion.  Obfervd  tlut  \^\ird|Pf.  xxxvii  1,2.  *«Fr" 
not  tliyfclf  bscHur*^  of  vvdMtuciHi  neither  be  thou  envio  ^ 
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Jlgkxr^  Ac  workers  of  iniquity  :  for  they  fliall  fooa  be 
C*t  dowa  l&e  grafs,"  &c.  and  that  word,  Pf.  xcii.  7. 
''  When  the  wicked  fpring  as  the  grafs,  and  when  all 
the  workers  of  iniquity  do  flourifh,  it  is  that  they  (hall 
be  deftroyed  for  ever/'  It  would  be  a  brutilh  thing  to 
en?]^  ail  ox  of  his  high  and  fweet  paftUre,  when  he  is 
only  thereby  fitted  for  the  day  of  11  vughter.  Who 
would  have  envied  the  beads  of  old/  the  garlands  and 
ribbons  with  which  the  heathens  adorned  them,  when 
tkcy  went  to  be  facrificed  ?  Th^fe  external  ornaments 
of  health,  wealth^pJeafures,  and  preferments*  wherewith 
wicked  men  are  endowed,  cannot  make  their  ftate  happy, 
nor  change  their  natures  to  the  better.  Wliatcver  ap- 
pearance thofe  things  make  in  the  eyes  of  the  world, 
they  are  but  like  a  naaf  pus  dunghill  covered  with  fcar- 
let,  as  vile  and  loathfome  in  God's  figikt  as  ever.  How 
quickly  is  the  beauty  of  earthly  tilings  blafted  !  "  The 
triumphing  of  the  wicked  is  fliort,"  Job  xx.  5.  They 
live  in  pleafures  on  the  earth  for  a  whjle  ;  bui  God  fets 
them  iQ  flippery  places,  from  whence  they  foon  Aide 
into  perpetual  pain  and  anguifli.  They  have  a  (hort 
time  of  mirth,  but  they  (hall  have  an  eternity  of  mourn- 
wg«    The  longer  their  profperity  i.s,  their  fins  arc  the 

Scaler,  and  their fuftcrings  will  be  more  grievous.  But, 
believer,  it  is  in  mercy  to  thee  that  Gc^^  doth  hedge 
'^p  thy  way  with  thorns,  that  thou  maycft  not  find  thy 
P»ths ;  whilft  he  turns  the  wicked  loofe,  and  fuffers 
them  to  fttay.  and  wander  whither  they  will,  to  their 
eternal  ruin.  God  takes  this  method  with  thee  to  make 
thee  meet  for  an  inheritance,  and  prepare  you  for  a 
^wn  of  glory  \  but  he  takes  a  contrary  way  with  the 
'■Wricked,  to  fit  them  for  deftru£tion :  Therefore  you 
O^ght  not  to  be  fretful  under  his  hand,  but  thankful. 
We  read  of  queen  -Elizabeth,  when  Gie  was  in  prifon, 
how  (he  envied  the  poor  milk-maid  (he  faw  pafling  by, 
2nd  would  have  thought  herfelf  happy  to  have  been  in 
her  condition  :  But  had  that  afilifted  princefs  known 
the  glorious  reign  of  forty- four  years  (he  was  foon  to 
enter  upon,  (he  would  not  have  repined  at  the  happi- 
nefs  of  fo  mean  a  perf6n.«.  But,  O  afflltSled  believer,  it 
^  not  a  glorious  reign  for  a  fet  number  of  years,  that 
H  2  '\i 
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18  provickd  for  thee ;  it  it  eren  a  reign  widi  f^oriont 
Chrift  thy  Redeemer  for  ever  and  erer:  And,  hafttfaom 
any  ground  to  be  difcontealed  or  enmus  ? 


Direct.  VII.  Guard  againft  repining  complaints  and 
difcontented  munnuringa,  again  ft  thePlrovideiieeiof 
Godj  under  heavy  Sicknefs  and  afflididh. 

WE  fee  the  murmuren  and  compbiners  are  dafled 
vrith  thofe  that  walk  after  their  o^  lufts,  Jude*  v*  i6. 
I  know  the  people  of  God  are  Kable  to  mmmiulug  and 
impatience  aifo  under  affl:£Hon ;  but  there  it  a  ereat 
dxfCrrecce  between  them  and  die  wicked.  I  wii.  have 
occafton  to  fpeak  of  believers  murmuring  afterwards, 
^en  I  come  to  fre:ik  of  dteir  cafe  in  particular;  but 
here  I  (hail  handle  the  En  cf  rrurmuring  is  general,  and 
9$  ::  appears  main!r  in  die  unregcnerate,  under  hcavj 
aSTiciicr. 

lliis  £n  cf  munacrisg  i?  die  ftoth  of  impatience 
ar.d  iVus:  cf  ditcor.tcn: ;  it  is  firft  chertSied  by  nrpining 
^UjrhMn  2sd  then  Ter.r»!  br  usfnitabie  coorplamts  and 
«x]^'»?:u!inc'rj;,  ^«*-^i  il^*  sdrsisifiTatica  m  Previdencet 
as  If  God  Cf  i.r  xc  hard  w-di  s*.  0=r  vrry  dson^hfs 
are  3::•d:^?i'  w.:h  Gcv!,  rei,  15  \xid  in  ha  eas%  as  wcrds 
aw  in  cur? ;  rr:  h  3  rr:  wcne,  when  rrpt--2g  thoughts 
*r?  rcc  c:v>ri,  b:::  :c5rTe\i  re  brak  Axth  i=n>  words 
terd-T^  ::*  i;  ch>ccccr  cf  Gc»i. 

^xhF.  *  ?ct.  55  a  i3ccjrf^5CT  CT-liwfbl  tr  crcpSaia 
cf  i33cvr.,  wSiirrw  beccr  ciie  ^^ 

frfx-'  :=  -Jittr-i-Tss*  cciffrwuj  iSrr?  w.-c ',-  be  re  rooa& 
frr  TrfT-T.  arc  r,T  rVcracrr^:  c^-:  ccr  c:.Trr5e-i  die  bo- 

TtV.r?*  r*  lirubrc  ;  r«r  wc^rr  r^-rr  cc  rcc  c-rcrcEZ  ca 
*3-:tf*  iM-  rrC-.tr*  wrch  i^  hrr S«f  crcx-rr  :rrc  iae  cxrie 

li^ti  staff r!C  re  t«  egjc^Uircgss..  lt!  iiv„*x  sI  Ac 

wSr  iri^  sr-^  r:t::5i'au:i:  xrcc  r^T-.;-?f  *    I  wil  gcak 
>  Ar  brr-TiTir  rt  jr«  iroi*  !  w^  :i7  ircc  G^fl  » 
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aot  condemn  me ;  (hew  me  wherefore  th6u  contendeft 
with  me."  Thus  the  blefled  Son  of  God  himfelf  did 
in  his  diftrefs,  when  he  cried^  **  My  God,  mjr  God, 
why  haft  thou  forfaken  me  ¥*  But  therei  we  may  ob« 
iServet  he  complains  to  God,  not  of  God  }  he  hath  not 
m  hard  word  or  thought  of  God|  but  cxpreflTeth  a  holy 
con6dence  in  God,  **  My  God,  my  God,**  he  hath  two 
words  of  faith  for  one  word  of  fear*  .  He  humbly  en« 
quires  into  the  caufe  of  the  difpenfation,  and  defires  to 
bring  up  his  will  to  God,  not  that  God  fhould  bring 
40wn  fau  will  to  him  :  If  it  be  poffible  (fays  he)  let  this 
cup  pafs ;  hpwever,  glorify  thy  name,  prbvidb  for  thf 
own  glory,  and  do  with  me  what  thou  pleafeft.  In  this 
IxiatteT  our  Lord  doth  fet  himfcif  as  an  example  of  pa* 
tience  to  us,  teaching  us  to  beware  of  impatient  mur« 
muring  and  quarrelling  with  Clod's  Providence  in  our 
affli£lion ;  which  many  times  we  are  guilty  of,  either 
when  we  harbour  harfh  thoughts  of  God's  dealings,  or 
break  forth  into  ra(h  and  unadvifed  fpeeches ;  when  we 
charge  God  fooliOily,  and  complain  either  of  too  much 
fisverity,  as  Ezek.  3pviii.  ,2, 25.  Or  of  too  long  delay,  as 
Ifa.  xlix.  14.  Qr  when  our  complaints  are  mixed  with 
unbelief  and  diftruft,  as  Pfal.  Ixxviii.  19.  Or  when  we 
complain  more  of  our  puniihment  than  we  do  of  our  fin, 
and  nothing  will  fatisfy  us  but  deliverance  from  trouble^ 

Now,  to  deter  you  from  thofe  murmurings  and  com- 
plaints in  trouble,  I  (hall  lay  before  you  the  following 
cpnfiderations :  i*  They  who  deferve  worft,  do  com* 
monly  complain  and  murmur  mod,  and  are  mod  ready 
to  think  they  are  hardly  dealt  with.  The  unthankful 
Ifraelites  were  ftill  murmuring ;  ambitious  Abfalom  was 
difcontentcd ;  bloody  Haman,  in  (he  midft  of  all  hb 
greatnefs,  cries  out,  "  What  doth'all  this  av^l  me  l^ 
But  humble  Jacob  faith,  he  was  not  worthy  of  the 
lead  of  all  the  mercies  and  truth  which  God  had  Ihew- 
ed  him*  And  holy  Job  blefles  God,  and  patiently  fub- 
mits,  when  he  took  from  him,  as  well  as  when  he  gave 
him. 

2.  Murmuring  is  a  fm  that  God  takes  fpecial  notice 
of,  and  looks  on  it  as  an  injury  and  affront  done  imme- 
diately againft  himfelf^i  Nam.  xiv.  27.  *^  I  have  heard 

the 
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ttc  cnrmcrines  cf  the  children  of  Iinel,  vhich  thef 
irurmar  ag^inft  n  e."  He  that  gives  ear  to  the  groans 
cf  hie  own  fpirity  doth  alfo  hear  the  gTamUings  of  thinCf 
and  wili  reckon  with  thee  for  them. 

3.  It  can  nowife  benefit  or  reltere  us  in  dtilreCk  I 
ir.2T  f^y  cf  fmfol  complain ing,  (as  Chriil  of  finfnl  caie) 
which  of  you,  by  complainings  can  add  one  cubit  \m  his 
ftature  ?  What  eafe  or  relief  can  you  get  by  contend- 
ine  w:tl:  God  ?  NaTy  inflead  of  cafihg  you  of  your 
b'-rden,  it  viil  rrake  it  heavier ;  as  a  child,  the  more 
he  flrug^Ies  with  his  parent*,  he  is  the  nnore.  beaten. 
The  IfraeHtf  s  were  once  within  eleven  days  journey  of 
Canaan  ;  but^  by  their  murmurings,  they  provoked  God 
to  lead  them  forty  years  march  in  the  wijdcmefbi  before 
they  could  reach  it. 

4.  Whatever  be  your  diftrefs,  there  is  no  juft  ground 
for  complaints  whilil  thou  haft  thy  life  for  a  prey.  Re- 
member that  word  of  the  afBitted  church,  Lam.  iii.  39. 
*'  Wherefore  doth  a  living  man  complain,  a  man  for 
the  puiiifhmert  of  his  fins  r"  A  man  living,  a  man 
cpon  the  earth,  a  man  out  of  hell,  hath  no  caufe  to 
complain,  whatever  be  his  afflictions.  For,  let  him 
compare  his  fin  rr.d  puniihment  together,  and  he  will 
find  there  is  no  proportion :  Sin  is  a  tranfgreflion  a* 
gainft  the  infinite  God  ;  punifliment  is  but  an  affli£lioa 
upon  the  finite  creature  :  Sin  ftrikes  at  the  very  being 
of  God  :  but  puniihment  only  at  the  comfort  of  the 
creature.  So  that  whatever  your  puniihment  be,  you 
have  more  caufe  to  give  thanks  than  to  complain,  «and 
to  fay,  with  Ezra,  **  Thou  hnft  puniflied  us  lefs  than 
our  iniquities  deferve  :  It  might  have  been  a  thoufand 
time^  M  orfe,  if  ftriil  juftice  had  been  the  rule :  It  is  of 
the  Lord's  mercies  we  ;\re  not  confumcd* 

5.  When  you  murmur  uuder  ficknefs,  you  quarrel 
^*ith  the  mrflcnger  of  that  fovereign  God  who  gave  you 
your  lives,  and  can  take  ihcm  again  when  he  thinks  fit  \ 
and  we  know,  meflengers  ought  not  to  be  maltreated 

'  t>r  nbufcd,  wltntcver  be  their  commiiFion,  and  far  leis 
)m\\tx\  they  kit  UwX  ulioii  n  good  defign.  Now,  if  you 
ci^nfidcF  ihr  defif^h  of  thii  mellenger,  and  his  errand  to 
yi»ti^  tuftesd  «l  ffcttiiig  and  iiuarreling  at  his  coming, 

you 
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"^otL  ddght  rather  to  blefs  God  that  fends  Tuch  a  Tuhable 
'nifbinger  and  fererbnneri  to  tell  jou  that  dearth  is  apr 
piiDttchingt  and  that  be  vouchfafes  to  take  fovnuch  pains 
itxi  yott,  to  wean  you  from  the  world,  and  make  y<m 
-^BirilHng  to  be  gone,  by  bmg  continued  tiopble ;  wheki 
2ie  might  have  feized  yotf  in  a  violent  manner,  anddrl- 

-  -^ven  you  away  by  main  force,  without  ufing  any  means 

-  ^o  o1>tain  your  confent.  Have  not  many,  who  wei« 
«moft  unwilling  to  die,  at  the  beginning  of  a.  fick^efs, 
l^een  brought,  by  the  increafe  and  continuance  of  if,  to 
1:^  well  fattsiied  to  leave  the  world,  and  long  to  be  with 

-C^hrift  ^     And  was  not  this  for  their  advantage  ? 

6.  Confider  the  great  evil  and  finfulnefs  of  impatient 
>xnurmurings,  complaints^  and  quarrellings,  under  af- 
fliction.' 

1.  Murmurings  hath  in  it  much  unbelief  and  dil^ 
^-KTuft  of  God,  Pfal.  cvi.  24,  25*  "  They  believed  not 
Ihis  word,  but  murmured  in  their  tents  "  They  could 
'ZK^t  believe'  that  the  wilderncfs  was  the  vray  to  Canaan, 

^hat  God  would  provide  and  fumi(h  a  table  for  thena 
^here,  and  relieve  them  in  all  their  (Iraits.  So  it  is  with 
^aa  in  trouble  *,  we  quarrel  with  God's  providence,  be- 
^aufe  we  do  not  believe  his  promifes ;  we  do  not  be- 

Aieve  that  this  can  be  confident  with  love,  or  can  work: 

for  good  in  the  end.    - 

2.  It  hath  in  it  unthankfulnefs.    While  we  complain 

^f  one  affliflionj  we  overlook  a  thoufand  merci^'S.     The 

SLJSraelitcs  murmured  fo  for  what  they  h^d  not,  that  they 

-^onthankfully  forgot  all  that  they  had.     Whereas,  a 

thankful  perfon  is  fo  far  from  fretting,  that  God  doth 

^not  give  him  every  thing,  that  he  wonders  that  God 

Should  give  him  any  thing.     "  I  am  lefs  than  the  leaO 

^(  all  thy  mercies,'*  (M  Jacob.     We  htc  perplexed,  faid 

S^aul,  but  not  in  dcfpair  j  we  have  God  to  go  to,  which 

is  matter  of  praifc  ;  but  the  murmurcr  un thankfully  o- 

'^eriookii  all  his  piefent,  artd  forgets  all  his  former  mer- 

^c:ies ;  and  gives  not  God  thanks  for  any  thing.     B> 

^Caufe  God  removes  his  comforts,  his  health,  ftrengtij,  . 

xind  eafe,  for  a  time  *,  all  the  years  he  formerly  enjoy- 

-^d;  though  moft  undcfcrvcdly>  arc  quite  buried  in  ob- 

•.ivion. 
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3.  Ir  implies  m\xc\\  pride  and  fel£-conceit.  He'  tliai 
complains  of  God's  dcalinf^s,  fecredy  applauds  bis  omtB 
defer vings.  Only  by  price  comes  cootention.  When 
men  have  a  conceit  of  themfelTeSf  they  pick  quMnrctfl 
with  God's  providence,  being  apt  to  think  they  ilefervc 
better  treatment  at  bis  hands ;  whereas  the  humble  fottl 
is  fenfible  he  defervea  nothing  but  wrath»  and  th^ffefoM 
hys  his  hand  on  his  mouth  when  the  Lord  afflids  hiai- 

4«  It  involves  men  into  rebellion  againft  God.  Wben. 
God  ftrikes  men  for  Gn,  murmurers  fly  in  his  face,  and. 
kick  aeainft  his  (trokest  like  bullocks  unaccuftomed  tth 
the  yoke*  They,  in  fome  refpefi,  refemble  that  dfcftO" 
rate  apoitate  Julian,  of  whom  it  is  written,  that  he  uior 

?p  his  darts  againft  heaven,  when  he  was  in  diftreft.^ 
hey  fulfil  that  word,  Frov.  xix.  3.  <<  The  fooliihoc& 
of  man  perverteth  his  way,  and  hii  heart  frettedi  a* 
galnft  the  Lord/'  The  repining  heart  boils  with  rage 
againft  God  and  his  difpen&tions,  like  thofe  wicked 
Jews  when  hungry  and  hardly  beftead>  I£>*  viii  2i« 
**  They  (hall  fret  themfelves,  and  curfe  their  Idng  and 
their  God,  and  look  upwards." 

5.  It  imports  much  impenitency  and  unhumblenefs 
for  fin  ;  and  that  we  have  &en  little  of  the  intrinfic  e- 
vil  of  fin*,  and  of  our  ill-defervings  for  it.  Can  we 
truly  believe  that  our  fins  deferve  hell*fire,  and  yet  im* 
patiently  repine  at  ficknefs  and  lefler  ftfokes  upon  our 
bodies? 

'6.  It  includes  much  atheifin  and  blafphemy  againft 
Cod,  and  his  infinite  perfe&ions,  in  feveral  re(pe£ls:  ■ 
(i)  By  our  impatie:it  murmurings,  we  either  virtually 
deny  that  things  here  below  are  governed  by  God's  prO-' 
vidence ;  or  clfe, 

(2)  We  tax  his  providence  with  unrighteoufnefs  in 
the  management  th<areof .;  as  i^  God  did  withhold  from 
us  what  is  due,  or  infli£t  on  us  whiit  we  have  not  de* 
ferved.  O  what  atheifm  is  this  !  Shall  not  the  judge 
of  all  the  earth  do  right  >  May  he  not,  upon  the  jult« 
eft  ground,  anfwer  every  murmur,  as  Matt.  xx.  13. 
•<  Friend,  I  do  thee  po  wrong  ? 

(3)  We  in  cffed  grajp  at  the  fovereignty,  and'ufurp 
the  throne  of  the  Moft  High  God,  and  would  have  the 
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dllpoial  of  things  in  oar  bands ;  yea,  we  prefume  to 
Icunnioii  God  to  our  bar  to  give  account  of  his  adminif- 
tr^aufitfn,  when  we  take  upon  us  to  quarrel  any  of  his 
Ai£fnfyiAaim*  Alas,  we  little  remember  the  woe  that 
ia  pcooowiced  againft  fe  doing,  If.  Izv.  9*  ^'  Woe  unto 
liuu  that  ftrivcth  with  his  Maker:  (hall  the  clay  fay  to 
liioi  that  bOuoneth  it,  what  makeft  thou  1  or  thy  wOrk^ 
ho  hitb  nahands  ?" 

'^4 ')  ^c  OKi  the  matter  take  fin's  part  againft  God  ; 
^^^  either  juftify  it,  or  extenuate  its  evil,  and  aUege,  by 
^.^mm  murmurings,  that  God  is  unrighteous,  to  punim 
ftach  linaU  fins  with  fuch  heavy  afilidions. 

C5O  Wc  virtually  queftioti  God's  power  to  reach  us 
a  s^eat  blow,  when  we  enter  the  lifts  with  God,  antl 
ccksucnd  with  our  Maker  :  Is  it  not  in  effefi  to  fay,  we 
kxiow  ham-  to  reduce  him  to  our  terms,  or  make  our 
p^rty  good  againft  him  > 

(6  )  We  difparage  his  wifdom,  and  take  upon  us  to 
l)e  his  tfounfeliors,  as  if  we  could  inftruft  him  better  in 
the  management  of  affairs,  and  teach  him  what  is  fit  to 
^  done  with  his  creatures.  Hear  what  the  Lord  faith^ 
Job  xi.  2.  "Shall  he  that  contendeth  with  the  Almighty, 
j^iftnifl:  him  ?  He  that  rcproveth  God,  let  him  anfwer 
^•**  Murmuring  is  a  reproving  of  God,  and  a  charging 
l^itn  with  ill  condud,  faying  in  effedl,  with  Abfalom, 
^*  There  is  none  that  takes  care  to  order  men's  affairs ; 
0»  that  I  were  king  of  the  world  !  then  (hould  things 
j^  better  ordered  than  now  they  are.*'  So  blafphemous 
IS  the  language  of  our  impatient  murmurings.  Let  us, 
therefore,  be  afhamed  of  them^  and  abhor  ourfelves  in 
^^ft  and  aflies,  for  our  fooliflinefs  in  cenfuring  the  ac- 
tions of  the  onFy  wife  God.  Shall  a  poor  ignorant 
P^flcngeir,  that  underftands  not  the  ufe  of  the  compafs, 
^^  aogry  that  the  Ikilful  pilot  will  not  ftccr  the  vcffel 
according  to  his  pleafure. 

C?')  We  hereby  flight  and  undervalue  the  riches  of 
BiTinegoodnefs,  of  which  we  have  formerly  (hared,  and 
^o  ftUl  partake ;  like  the  foolilh  and  peevifli  childrenj 
tf  they  c^mot  have  their  will,  and  get  fomething  they 
want,  do  pre&ntly  throw  away  the  things  which  they 
Vol.  L  I  have, 
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have,  faying,  with  unthankful  Haman^/'  AU  this  %wS^ 
eth  me  nothing.^  ,    ..   ^. 

Last/yp  I  might  add,  This  fin  hath  forac  refiemlilaii^St 
to  hell  itfelf )  for  there  the  damned  do  €pntipiul^,.T^=i 
and  torment  themfelves  with  their  fretting  ^d  jmp^S^' 
tient thoughts,  which caufe  them  to  break  out  mtofeft^'^P- 
ful  rage  and  blafphemy  againft  God.  :-  ..^^ 

^uest,  ^*  But  how  (hall  we  prevent  fuch  dtfcontent^^sd 
murmurings  i  for  fometimes  trouble  is  fo  greats  w^  i 
not  bear  it  patiently." 

jins.  God  hath  given  you  reafon  to  bear  rule 
paiGon,  and  furnifli  you  with  (Irong  arguments  to  ^ 
vail  againft  difcontents.  Why  then  (hould  you  Ifit 
brutiih  as  to  dethrone  reafon»  and  fuffer  fenle  Vkd  pa^=^ 
Con  to  govern  you  ?  Are  you  not  Chriftians,  and  fwar  -^ 
to  live  according  to  the  rules  of  that  excellent  religioiai  ' 
Why  then  do  you  ad  fo  contrary  to  your  profeffion  g)^  -^ 
engagements.  .. 

Befides  what  I  have  already  faid^  I  (hall  add. .tooo^^  ^ 
few  remedies  more,  for  the  cure  of  tliis  murmuring  di^^* 
temper. 

I.  Look  on  thy  murmurings,  as  worfe  than  ^ap.tli;;;;^ 
pains  and  troubles  whatfoever  \  thofe  are  but  afilt£^i09^^^ 
from  God,  but  thefe  are  fins  grievous  and  provoKo^^S 
unto  God. 

a.  Remember  the  judgnients  which  murmuring  hatfe"""^ 
brought  down  from  heaven  upon  finners.  JMinam  wa^^^' 
fmittcn  with  a  leprofy  for  it ;  Dathan  and  Abiram  wcr<^^* 
fwallowed  up  alive  j  fiery  fcrpents,  plagues,  and  exdu—  "^ 
lion  from  Canaan,  were  ifraers  judgment  for  thisjCn^^^  ' 
I  Cor.  X.  10.  "  Neither  •murmur  ye,  as  fome  of  thfoi^^^ 
murmured,  and  were  deftroycd  of  the  deftroycr,'*  TTic^^^ 
arrows  which  murmurcrs  (hoot  againft  heaven,  do  (bon^^^ 
return  upon  their  own  heads. 

3.  Whatever  thy  fufFcrings  are  for  the  preient,  yet  '^^ 
ftill  believe  thy  cafe  might  be  wprfe.  The  troubles  that  ^^ 
light  upon  the  body,  are  nothing  fo  terrible  as  the{e  ^ 
that  light  on  the  foul,  Prov.  xviii.  14.  "  A  wounded  -^ 
fpifit  who  can  bear  ?"  They  are  nothing  to  what  thy 
innocent  Saviour  fuflered  upon  the  crofs  5  yea,  nothing 

to 
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td  trhat  fonie  martyrs  have  endured  fcr  the  truths  of 
the  gofpel. 

;  4.  'Grct  very  low  thouf^hts  of  y>urrelf,  and  a  deep 
fenfe  of  ill  deferrings  for  fin.  O !  fliould  a  fire-brand 
<>f  hell  murmur  for  temporal  affl;ft lOris  ? 

5.  Bfe  ftill  examining  thyfelf,  rather  than'  cenfuring 
God.  Doth  God  feem  to  neglefl:  thee,  fay,  Alas,  it 
IS  mod  jufti  Have  I  not  negltf£):ed  him,  and  given  a 
deaf  ear  to  his  calls  many  a- day  ? 

6.  Bear  in  mind  th^it  thofe  troubles  will  not  laft; 
there  is  a  great  change  near  -,  either  they  will  ifloe  in 
life  or  diath.  If  life,  you  wiFl  be  afli^imed  you  hid  no 
more  patience  when  fick  -,  if  ^eath,  then  if  you  bdong 
to  Chrift,  it  will  give  a  finifhing  (troke  to  all  troubles 
and  complaints,  and  heaven  will  make  amends  for  all. 
But  if  you  be  not  in  Chrift,  whatever  your  afflidtions  be 
now,  troubled ^  thonfand  times  worfe,  are  abiding  you 
in  another  world  :  Death  will  turn  thy  crofts  into  pure 
nnmixed  cUrfes ;  and  then,  how  gladly  wouldft  thou  re- 
turn to  thy  former  affli£ted  ftate,  and  purchafe  it  at  any 
fate,  were  there  any  poffibility  of  fuch  a  return  ?  You 
now  fly  out  in  a  paflion,  and  fay  you  are  not  abfe  to 
bear  what^ou  complain  of  9  but  couGder,  if  vou  will 
ndt  obediently  bear  God's  rod  now  5  you  will  then  bear 
more,  whether  you  will  or  not  \  and  God  will  make 

Jou  able  to  bear  more,  when  there  will  never  be  any 
opes  of  relief. 
7.  Study  to  give  vent  to  thy  forrow  in  a  way  of 
prayer  and  praife.     An  oven  flopped  is  the  more  hot 
within ;  but  the  breath  of  prayer,  or  praife,  gives  eafe. 
If  we  did  complain  more  to*God,  we  (hould  complain 
Icfs  of  God.     What  a  mercy  is  it,  that  you  have  ftill 
God  to  go  to  ?     Improve  the  privilege,  confcfs  unwor- 
thinefs,  and  beg  the  grace  of  patience  and  fubmifTion 
out  of  Chrift's  full  treafures.     Be  alfo  praifing  God  for 
nriercies  received  ;  and,  however  bad  thy  cafe  is,  blefs 
Gpd  it  is  not  in  he|l  \  you  are  in  the  )and  of  hope. 
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CHAP.  m. 

Containing  fecial  DireSlhns  ta  the  Cbildren 
Godf  when  under  Sickne/s,  or  any  iftber  d 
fliSlion. 

Direct.  I.  Let  bclieyers  efpecially  guard  agfsdnft  Fai 
ings,  or  defponding  under  God's  affliAbg  bahd 

THIS  is  an  exhortation  which  God  in  a  peeu 
manner  dire£ls  unto  his  children,  Heb.  n. 
*\  Aly  fon,  defpife  thou  not  the  caftening  of  the  IjC 
nor  faint  when  thou  art  rebuked  of  him.''  There 
two  extremes  mentioned,  defpifing  and  fainting  \  1 1^ 
of  the  firft  before,  in  Chap.  II.  DireA.  II.  It  is  a  id 
to  feel  our  affli£tion,  but  a  fin  to  faint  under  it.  Gc 
people  may  be  faid  to  faint  under  their  trials,  wl 
they  fink  or  defpond,  or  give  way  to  fretting  or  rep 
injg  under  them.  In  the  preceding  Diredion,  I  ftn 
ofthe  evil  of  murmuring  in  general  ^  here  I  fliall  fy\ 
of  believers  fainting  in  particular. 

1.  I  (hall  enquire  whence  their  fainting  under 
fliftion  doth  proceed. 

2.  Bring  fome  arguments  and  helps  againft  this  t^ 

3.  Anfwer  fome  objcftions  of  fainting  believers. 

1.  As  to  the  firft,  whence  thofe  faintings  in  belien 
do  proceed  :  i .  They  proceed  from  the  grievoufnefe 
their  affli£lion,  and  the  heavinefs  of  their  burden,  whi 
is  ready  to  amas^e  and  ftagger  their  thoughts,  and  fi 
their  foirits  with  fear  and  defpondency.  Hence  did  t 
Pfalmift  complain,  Pf-  Ix.  3,  "  Thou  haft  (hewed  t 
people  hard  things ;  thou  halt  made  us  to  drink  the  wi 
of  aftoniflbment."  And,  Pf.  Ixlx.  2.  "  I  fink  in  de 
mire,  where  there  is  no  ftanding :  I  am  come  into  de 
waters,  where  the  fl'>ods  overflow  me." 

2.  From  the  fmallnefs  of  their  fpiritual  ftrengt 
^nd  particularly  the  we^knefs  of  their  faith,  Prov.  xxi 
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Jo.  <*  If  thou  faint  in  the  day  of  adverfity,  thy  ftrength 

'8  fmall.     Whence  wa«  it,  that  Peter  fainted  and  be* 

S^  Ip  (ink  in  the  Waters,  but  from  the  weaknefs  of  Jm 

^alth?  Mat.  xlv.  30,  3  u  ,  We  know  not  our  ftrength 

-f^litbcf  tried.    Somctines  we  hatt^  fuch  a  conceit  of 

***  that  We  thinks  like  Paul»  we  can  walk  upon  a  fea  of 

^''ouble  :  But,  in  a  little,  behold  fome  furprifing  bUlt 

^flault's  our  confidence  :  And  then  we  faint,  and  cry 

Out  with  him,  **  HtJp,  Lord,  or  clfc  we  perifh."    Peter 

^^ckoned  only  upon  the  fea,  but  did  not  think  of  the 

cK>ifterou9  wind  \  and  he  looked  to  his  dangers,  more 

Ulan  to  the  power  that  was  to  c.\rry  him  through  them. 

3.  From  their  impatience  of  delay.  When  deliver- 
ance is.loBg  a-coming,  it  is  not  eafy  to  waic  God'a  Ici- 
fUr«,  atid  jto  keep  the  heart  from  defperate  conclufions, 
Ffal*  XXXI.  22i.  **  I  faid  in  my  haftcj  I  am  cut  off  from 
.before  tWne  cyes''* 

4<  From  the  power  of  fatan's  temptations,  and  fu- 
rious aflaulta.  When  fatan  is  let  loofe  in  time  of  af- 
JU^^ion  to  throw  in  his  fiery  darts,  the  believer  is  ready 
to  faint,  and  f;;:y,  as  Pf.  Ixxvii.  8,  **^  Is  his  mercy  clean 
gone  for  ever,'*  &c. 

5.  From  their  wearifome  conflifts  with  a  body  of 
death,  and  an  ill  heart.  Thefe,  in  time  of  afHidion^ 
do  add  affli£lion  to  the  afflifled. 

6.  From  long  and  great  defertiohs.  When  God 
hides  his  face  from  the  believer  in  aflflidion,  his  foul 
faints  under  it,  as  in  Ifaiah  xliv.  14.  **  Zion  hath  fiid, 
the  Lord  hath  fprfaken  me,  my  God  hath  forgotten 

7.  From  the  confcioufnefe  of  their  guilt,  and  ill  de- 
.iiervings  before  God,  upon  the  account  of  old  fins,  a- 

bufe  of  mercies,  and  untcnder  walking  before  God. 
Affii£lioA  doth  revive  old  fins,  as  with  Job,  Job  xiii.  26. 
"  Thou  writeft  bitter  things  againft  me,  and  makefl: 
me  to  poQefs  the  fins  of  my  youth."  His  oUl  fins,  and 
guilt  of  his  youthful  follies,  now  revived  upon  him,  and 
fiit  clofe  to  his  confcience  *,  which  occafioned  his  faint- 
ing under  his  burden. 

8.  Great. ^fflidions  do  frequently  cloud  the  belie- 
ver's graces  and  evidences    for  heaven,    and  difcover 

thcr 
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their  corruptions ;  whereby  they  are  made  tbiEnktin* 
der  their  trial.  They  fee  more  unbelief,  impatience  a 
diftf uily  and  enmity  to  God  in  them,  than  they  far^V 
before ;  they  fee  more  of  the  weaknefs  of  grace,  ahd.9  "4 
their  want  of  faith  and  love,  than  before ;  ^lieteV^S 
they  are  fometimes  tempted  to  raze  the  foundation',  an  -^^ 
fay,  all  their  former  attainments  were  but  dcIufion^^> 
and  their  profeffions  but  hypocrify.  Thcfe  things  mafc^:— ^c 
afflidions  fometimes  very  heavy  and  fmklng  to  the  pee 
pic  of  God. 

11.     In  the  next  place,  for  preventing  and  helpin| 
this  evil  of  fainting  under  afRif^ion  \  let  believers  i 
fider, 

1.  Thefe  heavy  trials  are  all  needful  for  you. 
waters  are  not  more  needful  to  carry  a  (hip  into' tlfaSv 
haven,  than  great  afflidions  are  to  cany  the  veflels  p: 
OUT  fouls  into  the  port  of  blifs«  Strong  winds  Wc 
thunder  are  frightful,  but  they  are  neccilary  to  piir^ 
the  air.  One  of  the  iharpeft  calamities  that  ever  h^t^ 
Ifrael,  was  the  BabyloniCh  captivity,  yet  even  this  w4| 
in  mercy  to  them,  for  the  Lord  faith,  Jer.  xxiv.  5.  "J 
have  fent  them  out  of  this  place  into  the  land  df  the 
Chaldeans  for  their  good."  Strange  !  of  freemen  to  b 
made  prifoners,  and  that  in  a  (Irange  land  among  tE 
Heathen  5  to  be  removed  far  from  their  own  houfAi 
vineyards,  friends  \  nay,  and  from  the  temple  of  <3odJE^ 
and  nis  ordinances ;  and  yet  all  this  for  their  gooil  I^E-  ' 
Why  ?  They  were  hereby  effeftually  weaned  and  broke: 
oil'  from  their  darling  fin  of  idolatry^  ' 

2.  Confider  that  your  afflidlion,  however  heaVy  it 
be,  willfoon  have  an  end,  Ifa.  Ivii.  i<J.  "  For  I'wi^,^^^ 
not  contend  for  ever,  neither  will  I  be  always  wroth  j^ 
for  the  fpirit  (hould  fail  before  me,  and  the  fouls  whicb 
I  have  made."  The  goldfmith  will  not  let  his  gold  lie 
longer  in  the  furnace  than  it  is  purified;  The  wicke^ 
haveafea  of  wrath  to  drink  -,  but,  O  drooping  believer, 
take  comfort ;  you  have  but  a  cup  of  afHidiion,  which 
will  foon  be  exhaufted.  The  time  is  near,  when  all  thy 
trials  (hall  have  an  end  :  In  heaven  there  is  no  crofsj  no 
complaint,  no  tfears,  nor  forrows  for  ever. 

3- 
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3.  Faint  not|,  O  child  of  God ;  for  thofe  affliAions 
are  due  hell  which  thou  (halt  have ;  thou  haft  nothing 
tbfearjEkereafter.  Judas  had  two  hells*  one  in  tiiae. 
By  terror  in  his  confcience,  another  after  this  life,  which 
endures  to  eternity ;  but  all  the  hell  that  a  believer  bath 
is  the  light  affli£lion,  which  is  but  for  a  moment. 

4*  Defponding  or  murmuring  in  afflidion,  is  evil  in 
any*  but  in  none  is  it  (b  bad  as  in  the  children  of  God. 
It  dotA  very  ill  become  their  covenants,  their  privi- 
leges, their  hopes.  Have  they  refigned  and  given  up 
themfelves,  and  ail  they  have,  to  God,  by  a  foiemn  ce- 
teiiaAt,  and  will  they  fret  when  he  difpofeth  of  them? 
Didft  thou  not  fay,  O  believer,  in  the  day  when  thy 
heart  was  ftung  with  On,  and  the  terrors  of  God  made 
thee  afraid,  *'  O,  let  me  have  Jefus  Chrift  for  my  Sa« 
yiour  and  portion,  and  I  will  be  content  though  I  fhould 
be  ftricken  with  boils  like  Job,  or  beg  my  bread  with 
Lazarus  i^  Now,  God  tries  thee  if  thou  wilt  ftand  to 
thy  word  :  O  beware  of  retrafling.  Hath  not  that  foul 
enough,  who  hath  anall-fufficient  God  for  his  portion  i 
tf  God  be  thine  in  covenant,  that  comprehends  all 
things. 

5.  It  doth  difcompofe  and  unfit  the  foul  for  any 
duty*  It  is  ill  failing  in  a  dorm,  fo  it  is  ill  praying 
when  the  heart  is  in  a  ftorm  of  difquiet  and  defpon-. 
dency. 

6-  Your  fainting  under  affli^lion,  and  carrying  as  If 
the  confolations  of  God  were  fmal),  is  enough  to  flum- 
ble  others  at  religion,  and  make  them  call  the  truth  of 
it  in  queftion.  When  they  fee  thofe  that  profefs  reli- 
pon,  and  have  often  declared  that  their  rejoicing  is  in 
Chrift  Jcfus  as  their  portion,  begin  to  fink  and  defpond 
under  outward  affliftions,  O,  may  not  they  be  tempted 
to  fay,  **  Where  is  the  truth  of  religion  ?  Where  arc 
thofe'  divine  fupports  and  confolations  we  have  cfteti 

heard  of  r' 

.  7.  b  then  feek  to  get  faith  revived,  and  ftrengthen- 
ed,  and  refolve  with  Job  to  truft  in  God,  though  he 
fcould.flay  you.  This  would  be  of  nobje  uie  to  keep 
^e  heart  from  finking  under  prefiures  of  affliftio:),  as 

tlie 
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the  Pfalmift  fouad  it  t^'hh  fweet  tzperl^nsci  PC  xfcvis 
13.  **  I  had  fainted,  unlob  I  had  believe4  to  fee  tk 
goednefs  ol  the  Lord  in  the  land  ef  the  IMag  **    - 

m.  I  come  to  ftnfwer  fonr.e  obje&itiils  00  cxcttfetN 
fmixxifi  htiit^cnf  nrhich  they  do  commonijii^  aileji;e:-i 
the  ground  of  tlieir  difcouragement  in  their  affljiftigy 

OlfV^.  L  ^*  O  (faidi  ont)  my  rffliAions  arc  not  o-- 
dinary,  they  are  fore  preflures  I  lie  under»  and  of  i;s 
riou8  kinds  too." 

j4fi/,  I.  O  believer,  God  hath  taken  the  <Mrdetfuig  e 
your  lot  in  his  own  hand,  and  he  knows  what  is  6ttM 
for  you.  Should  a  man  be  left  to  carve  out  hiaowQ^ov 
tion,  it  would  foon  appear  he  would  be  his  own  greatel 
enemy.  We  would  ail  be  for  the  dainties  of  plc«f«tff^ 
and  profperity,  which  would  net  be  for  our  foul's  hesthii: 
aB  children  think  green  fruit  the  bell  diet,  becaufe  tHe; 
pleafe  their  tade  i  but  their  parents  are  wifer  to  ktcj 
ihcmfrom  them. 

2.  God  may  fee  you  have  many  and  ftrong  lttfta>  tn 
be  fubdued,  and  that  you  need  many  and  fore  afflic 
tions  to  bring  them  down.  Your  pride  and  obftinaci 
of  he^rt  may  be  ilrong,  your  diftcmpers  deeply  rootird 
and  therefore  the  phyfic  muft  be  proportioned  to  tlxm; 
as  with  the  Ifraelites,  Pf  cvii.  11,  12.  *^  Becaufe  tht] 
rebelled  againft  the  words  of  God,  and  contemned  tl» 
counfrls  of  the  Moft  High  ;  therefore*  he  broujtht  dowi 
their  hearts  with  labour."  O  believer,  your  God  anio 
Father,  that  hath  the  mixing  of  your  cup  and  portion, 
is  a  wife  and  ikilful  Phyfician,  who  knows  your  confti* 
tuticn  and  your  need,  1  Pet.  i«  6.  "  If  need  be,  you  arc 
in  heavincfs  through  manifold  temptations/'  And,  ai 
he  knows  your  need,  fo  he  underltande  your  .flrengtL 
T  Cor.  Y.  13.  ^*  Faithful  is  he,  that  will  not  fufier  you 
to  be  teirvpted  above  what  you  are  able." 

3.  God  fends  great  and  fore  troubles,  that  you  may 
have  the  more  experience  of  God's  wifdom  and  mercyj 
in  your  fupport  and  deliverance,  Pf.  Ixxi.  ;io  "  Thou 
which  haft  fliewcd  me  great  and  fore  trouW-re,  {halt 
quicken  and  bring  me  up  again  from  the  depths  of  the 
earth." 


C^.  I.  <^  But  (faith  mc)  my  affliaion  U  fingulaf  t 
(bdrewif  never  any  in  my  condition.*' 

^^fi/l  I.  It  19  very  ordinary  for  cfvery  man  ia great  diC- 
treft  16  reckon  his  cafe  finguUr,  becaufe  he  feels  heft 
what  is  aearcfl:  himfelfi  but  is  a  ftraoger  to  wh^t  his 
neighboior  feels. 

a*  This  fuggeftion  is  one  of  fatan's  devices,  that  he 
msy  ieikipt  a  child  of  God  1 3  queftion  his  father's  love  ( 
bat  he  is  a  liari  and  not  to  be  credited  in  what  he  faith : 
For  others  of  your  brethren  have  been  affii£ied  ia  the 
ikoue  kind  and  degree,  if  not  worfe,  i  Pet.  v.  9. ''  Know- 
11^ 'that  the  fame  aAiAions  are  accomplifhed  in  your 
brethren  that  arc  in  the  world." 

3.  Whatever  your  cafe  be,  you  mufl;  own  your  fuf- 
ferings  are  not  fo  great  as  your  fms.  The  trials  o^ 
God*s  people  in  Babylon  were  Angular :  Yet  Ezra  owns^ 
£m  IT.  1 3«  **  Thou  hail  punifhed  us  lefs  than  our  ini- 
^ities deferve'*  If  our  provoked  Judge  ihall,  in  his 
clemency,  fend  us  to  Babylon  inftead  of  hell,  we  have 
no  caofe  to  complain- 

4»  But,  O  child  of  God,  however  thou  complained: 
of  the  Angularity  of  afHi£lion  now,  all  fuch  complaints 
vili  be  taken  out  of  thy  mouth  ere  long,  and  the  time 
it  near,  when  thou  (halt  be  made  to  wonder  at  the  wif* 
<bm  of  God,  in  guiding  fo  manjr  fons  and  daughters  to 
^ory,  thiongh  fuch  a  variety  or  trials,  exercifes,  afHio* 
tions,  and  temptations ;  and  made  to  friy  as  thoie  in 
Milk  vit*  37.  **  He  hath  done  all  things  welL^ 

Oifgff.  ill*  <<  But  (faith  one)  my  affli£lion  is  long 
continued,  and  I  fee  no  outgate :  and,  how  can  I  buc 
&int  uader  it  i" 

An/l  I.  It  is  not  fo  long  as  your  (ins  deferve ;  for  in 
juftice  it  might  be  for  ever ;  it  might  be  the  worm  that 
never  dieth,  and  the  fire  that  is  never  quenched. 

2»  Tour  fufFerings  on  earth  are  not  to  long  as  your 
't\rard  in  heaven,  Rom  viii.  18  "  Fori  reckon  that 
^  fafierings  of  this  prefent  time  are  not  worthy  to  be 
compared  with  the  glory  which  (hall  be  revealed  m  us.  * 

3*  No  length  or  continuance  of  afR  dion  here  ihould 
hinder  a  believer's  comfort.     If  we  take  a  view  of  our 

Vol,  I.  K  •    head 
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he&d  and  pattern  Jefus  Chrifty  how  king  did  his  offliC" 
tions  continue  ?  No  end  was  put  to  them^  till  he  aric4 
with  4  loud  voice»  and  gare  up  the  ghoft.  Xboiigkhf 
waa  the  Son  of  Godj  y^  from  the  hour  ef-  his  birth  to 
the  moment  of  hie  deathf  from  his  manger  toliia  CffSh 
his  affli£lion  (Ull  increafed,  and  he  ended  hia  daytiii.th^ 
midft  of  them.  Kow»  Qirift  b  the  head  of  the  -diuic^ 
and  your  great  reprefentative,  O  believer«>  iiMoa  (oiih 
formity  with  whom  you  are  predeitinated ;  be  cootesif 
theni  to  be  hke  your  head  and  pattern,  to  have  no  cafb 
or  reft  from  aiRidiona,  till  you  lie  down  in  the  graffM 
it  it  ^Vthere  the  wicked  ceafefrom  troubling,  and  tbsic 
the  weary  are  at  reft,'*  Job  iii.  17. 

4.  Remember  that  your  afflidions  are  a  part  <o 
Chrift's  crofsy  which  your  loving  Redeemer  hath  coP 
trived  for  your  good,  and  hath  appointed  you  to  take  U 
and  bear  with  him.  Now,  love  to  Chrift  ibould  ke4? 
yo;a  from  wearying  to  bear  off  a  part  of  Chrift's  kxq€\ 
efpecially  when  he  bimfelf  bears  the  heavieft  end  of  ic 
nav,  bears  you  and  your  crofr  both.  It  is  faid  of.  Jc 
cob,  Gen.  xxix.  20.  that  *<  he  ferved  feven  years  fie 
Rachel,  and  they  feemed  to  him  but  a. few  days^  for  tb 
love  he  had  for  her."  And  (hall  not  we  endure  a  fe^ 
years  afflidiion  for  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  who  lived 
life  of  forrows,  and  died  a  curfed  death,  for  our  £ikes 
Had  we  more  love  to  Chrift,  his  crols  would  not  be  i 
tedious  to  us. 

5*  Should  it  not  be  good  news  to  thee,  that  there  i 
a  deliverance  for  thee  at  death  from  all  thy  troublest  am 
that  this  time  is  haftening,  and  very  near }  be  not  anxi 
ous  for  an  outgate  here  in  time,  for  that  favours  toe 
much  of  unbelief  and  love  to  the  world.  Doth  it  no 
feeip  to  £iy,  that  you  would  be  better  content  to  Im 
turned  back  again  to  the  ftormy  tumultuous  feas  of  thi; 
world,  than  to  be  fafely  and  fpeedily  landed  at  vour  ref 
above  ?  That  you  would  be  more  happy  in  a  few  tern 
poral  mercies  on  earth,  than  to  enter  upon  your  etetna 
inheritance  with  Chrift  I 

Otjt^.  IV.  **  No  wonder  (faith  one)  that  I  faint  un 
der  my  afBi£)ion,  for  I  want  thofe  confolations  and  fup 
ports  which  God  ufed  to  refeive  for  afflidied  faints." 

An. 


DirdBioKt  to  OoJ*j  Children  under  Aflt£iion*       4p 

Anf.  1,  If  God  be  prefcntly  chaftinng  you  for  your 
&h8|  you'tiiuftrbe  content  Co  feel  the  bitternefs  of  '(in, 
More  yen  tafte  the  fweetnefs  of  God's  confoiations. 

2.  Can 'you  fay  that  your  afflt^ions  have  duly  hnm- 
Ued  you,  and  fitted  you  for  comfort !  H^Tt  they  yet 
bkbiight  you  to  a  willingttefs  to  quit  and  renounce  all 
fdMritelov^d  fins,  and  eveii  to  part  with  all  your  earth- 
ly tnjoyiMnts  and  comforts  at  God's  cally  and  to  be 
iimsM,  With  Gckl  in  Chrift  alone»  for  your  happinefs 
^  portibn  i  If  this  be  not  done,  your  afRidlions  have 
^ttolliad  tbeif  due  effeA,  to  prepare  you  for  comfort, 
4nd,  citt  then;-  you  cannot  expe^  it.  You  are  in  the 
bands  of  a  wife  and  ikilful  phyfician,  who  will  not  too 
haftily  heal  and  bind  up  your  fores,  fo  as  to  let  them 
fpoil  arid  fdler  at  the  bottom. 

3«  Though  you  have  no  fenfible  confolations  from 
Gtid  in  your  prefent  trials,  yet,  you  muft  ftill  labour  to 
ieep  in  the  way  of  duty,  and  live  by  faith  on  his  pro- 
ihifes.  Believe  firmly,  that  God  is  good  to  them  that 
love  him,  and  that  there  is  forgiveneis  with  him  to  the 
penitent  finner.  And  if  all  the  ftars  withdraw  their 
^ht  whilft  thou  art  in  God's  way,  then  aflbre  yourfelf 
&  fail  is  fiear  the  riling. 

(^a.  V.  «  But  my  affliaion  is  fuch,  that  it  did- 
bles  me  from  duty,  and  makes  me  ufelefs  and  unprofi- 
table ;  and  this  makes  me  faint  under  my  burden.** 

Anfi  f.  God  fends  afflictions,  never  to  unfit,  but  to 
qoieken  you  for  the  performance  of  duty  \  to  make  you 
tepent  more  thoroughly,  pray  more  fervently,  flee  to 
Cbrift  more  eameftly,  and  mind  heaven  more  intenfcly. 

a.  If  it  be  your  duty  to  others  that  your  affliftion  in- 
capacitates you  for,  then  rememberi  it  God  in  his  pro- 
vidence <iifable  you  for  that,  it  is  no  longer  a  duty  in- 
cumbent (m  you ;  and  you  muft  not  grudge  if  God  take 
you  off,  and  put  others  in  your  room.  God  is  a  free 
and  fovereign  agent,  and  will  be  tied  to  no  mean  or  in- 
ttrumcnt  whatfocver,  for  carrying  on  his  work. 

K  1  DlKECT. 
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Djrec  r.  IL    Let  tlir  Children  of  God  I 

ry  Jn  Pitience  2nd  Submiffion  to  God  mdcrdief 
Affiiclioas. 


I  TREATED  of  patience,  and  gave  focBC  i 
and  helps  to  it«  to  all  ^kfflicled  perfoOB  la  general^  CiM|i 
IL  Dirta.  V.  But  here  I  {ball  bring  fome  IjpedatlK 
giunents  to  Chriftiao  patience  and  fubmifliOB,  pfOflP 
ifor  bdicTers.  You  that  God  hath  done  fo  much  &I 
beyond  others^  ought  to  ibiiic  in  this  guce  iA  patieao^ 
and  be  examples  to  others  for  it,  when  God  chafU^ 
yoo,  though  with  very  foxe  affliaioo. 

I.  Study  patience  under  afiiaion ;  for  it  is  the  cM 
mon  path  and  beaten  road  to  heaven,  that  all  the  laiii 
have  trod,  who  have  eone  thither  before  yoa.  BelioJ 
the  print  of  the  foot  Aeps  of  all  the  cloud  of  witnefti 
ill  this  road  -,  and  would  you  be  fiagular,  and  chafe 
way  of  your  own  ?  When  God  folemnly  renewed  h^ 
covenant  with  Abraham,  and  he  had  prepared  the  £ 
crifice,  whereby  it  was  to  be  ratified  and  confirmee 
God  made  a  fmoaking  furnace  to  pais  between  lli 
pieces  of  the  facrifice.  Gen.  xv.  17.  to  let  him  kno^ 
tha(  there  was  a  furnace  of  affliction  attending  the  cc 
venant  of  grace  and  peace,  and  all  that  enter  therciq 
to*  God  has  appointed  that  all  the  (tones  of  the  fpki 
tual  and  heavenly  building  (hall  be  hewed  and  poli$ie< 
by  afilidion  here ;  and  we  are  not  to  think  th^t  God' 
ordinary  way  will  he  changed  for  us-  We  mud  u€^ 
think  to  walk  on  rofes,  when  fo  many  worthies  havi 
marched  through  briers  and  thorns  to  heaven* 

2.  Confider  that  the  greateil  afflictions  you  meei 
withi  are  confiftent  with  tne  love  of  God  ;  nayj  fprifif 
from  bis  lovt:  to  you.  Every  fan£iified  rod  is  a  gift  aoc 
royal  donation  fent  by  the  hand  of  God  to  you,  Phil,  l 
29.  **  To  you  it  is  given,  in  behalf  of  Chrift»  not  only 
to  believe  on  himi  but  alfo  to  fuffer  for  his  fake."  Nqw 
furelyi  if  we  look  on  the  crofs  as  a  gift  and  honour,  an 
advantage  and  blefling,  we  would  Kar  it  patiently,  P£ 
xciy,  u.  <'  SleiTcd  is  the  man  whpm  thou  chafteneftj 
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0  Lord."  O  believer,  thy  temporal  crofs  comes  from 
<be  im$.  love  thac  tliy  eternal  crown  comes  from,  ac- 
cordmg  to.  Rev*  iii  xg.  21  JMcn  wiil  not  take  pains 
to  corrcA  ftubborn  fervants,  but  will  turn  them  out  of 
doore;  but  love  conftrains  them  to  chaftife  their  Tons. 
God  out  of  hatred  lets  many  a  fmner  go  unpunifbed  in 
tkis  wwlrf;  for,  "tirhy  (hould  he  prune  or  drcfj,  the  tree 
^kh  he  intends  for  the  fire  ?  The  malefaftor  cfcapes 
fcoQfging  that  is  condemned  to  the  gallows.  Job  xxi. 
30.'**  The  wicked  is  referved  to  the  day  of  deftruflion, 
they  ihall  be  brought  forth  to  the  day  of  wrath.**  But 
it  11  hx  otherwife  with  the  children  of  God.  That  is  a 
ftnnge  vtrord  uhich  Job  hath,  Job  vii.  17.  18.  *•  What 
is  man  that  thou  ihouidil  magnify  him  ?  and  that  thou 
fliimldft  fct  thii^e  heart  upon  him?  and  that  thou  (houldlt 
▼ifit  him  every  morning,  and  try  him  every  moment  ?" 
Nov,  if  wc  compare  this  place  with  ethers  in  the  con- 
text, we  will  iee  how  he  acknowledgcth  that  the  moit 
Werwbelming  diftrefs  proceeds  from  rhe  love  and  care 
of  God,  yea,  from  his  fixing  his  heiirt  on  him,  to  mag- 

ahim,  and  do  him  goo^  :  And  that  for  this  end  he 
challen  him  every  morning,  and  try  him  every  mo- 
nwut !  And  that  with  fuchafBitlions  as  for  the  prcfent 
are  fo  far  from  being  joyous,  as  that  they  give  the  (bul 
nofeft^  but  make  the  n;an  weary  of  his  life  ;  as  heex- 
preffcth  what  tfFc^ls  his  aflliciion  had  on  lamfelf.  Yea, 
it  may  be  obfcrved,  in  the  providence  of  God  from  the 
foundation  of  the  world,  that  thofe  who  have  had  moft 
>ffliftions,  have  had  mcli  grace,  and  tke  moft  eminent 
Icftimonics  of  acceptance  with  God.  Jefus  Chiift  the 
Son  of  God,  had  the  moit  affl»clion  of  any  ;  and  yet  the 
father  always  loved  him,  and  was  well  pleai'ed  with  him. 
3.  Confidcr  the  bright  examples  of  patience  which 
God  fets  before  you  in  his  word,  iiciidcs  that  of  his 
<lear  Son  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  of  whidi  1  fpoke  before ; 
^OTifider  the  patience  oi  Job,  when  he  was  itript  of  all 
^  earthly  -comtorte,  ana  laid  under  the  grcatcit  afilic- 
tions,  yet  he  calmly  falls  down  and  worihips  God,  Job 
i«  12.  and  faid,  "  Naked  came  1  out  of  my  mother's 
vomb,  and  naked  fhall  i  return  :  the  Lord  gave,  and  the 
I^d  hath  taken  away,  bklFed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

la 
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In  all  this  Job  finned  not,  nor  charged  God  fooIiAl) 
Confidcr  die  patience  <tf  DaTid^  when  he  vas  drin 
from  his  throne,  from  his  houfei  and  from  God's^  fi« 
tuary^  and  all  th^s  by  bis  own  fon  :  Yet»  how  fahmiffi 
is  he  to  God  ^  2  Sam.  xv.  26.  *'  Behold  here  I  am* 
him  do  to  me  as  feemeth  good  to  him.'*  And  w^ 
Shxmei  cur&d  him  and  threw  (tones  at  hiciy  he  patici 
)y  bore  it,  and  would  fufier  no  harm  to  be  done  ntm  1 
it»  fay  in  j^,  as  2  Sam.  xti.  11."  Let  him  alone  ;  and 
him  curfe,  for  the  Lord  hath  bidden  him.''  Confidier  t 
patience  of  holy  Eli,  when,  though  he  beard  fiich  ne 
as  like  a  fudden  clap  of  thunder  made  the  ears  of  A) 
as  heard  it  to  tingle,  and  their  hearts  to  tremble,  jet 
calmly  and  quietly  fubmitted  to  it,  1  Sam.  iii.  18^  ^ 
is  the  Lord,  let  htm  do  what  feemeth  him  good."  *  j 
doth  not  fly  in  God's  face  in  a  pai&on,  but  falls  do* 
at  his  feet  in  a  humble  fubmiffion.  Obfiervei  alfe,  1 
wonderful  patience  of  Aaron,  when  God  afflified  i 
very  fore,  he  is  Glent  and  fubmiOive  under  the  Loi 
hand^  Lev.  x.  3.  "  And  Aaron  held  his  peaee."  If 
conGder  the  greatnefs  of  the  puniflim^ntiwe  will  fee- 
more  caufe  to  commend  the  greatnefs  erf  his  patien 
J.  Aaron  loll  his  children;  not  his  eftate  or  woii 
fubftance,  but  his  children  \  thefe  are  a  part  of  a  ms 
bowels ;  other  earthly  lofles  arc  not  comparabfe 
this  ;  therefore  it  was  that  fatan,  that  cunning  enci 
referved  the  lofs  of  Job's  children  to  the}  laft  onfioi^ 
his  great  msfter-piece  and  fharpeft  attack.  How<  fa 
did  Rachel  lament  and  weep  for  tier  children  !  B 
ii.  1 8,  Tet  Aaron  held  his  peace.  2.  Aaton  loft  hia  \ 
fonb  at  once ;  how  pathetically  did  David  bewaiih^ 
lofo  of  one  fon  !  a  Sam.  xviii.  33.  <*  O  my  fon  Al 
lorn,  my  fon,  my  fon,"  &c.  yet  Aaron  loft  both  hisi 
together,  and  faith  not  one  word ;  he  held  his  pei 

S.  Aaron  loft  them  by  a  fudden  death,  of  whicfa 
ad  no  warning  \  Ucknefs  ufually  prepares  men  for 
ilroke  that  is  coming  by  death  \  but  Aaron  met  wit 
furprifing  blow,  yet  lie  held  Iiis  peace*  4.  Aaron'a  i 
were  i:ot  taken  away  by  an  ordinary  ftroke  of  G< 
hand,  but  by  an  extraordinary  fupernatural  rod  }  fc 
is  faid,  **  tliere  went  out  a  fire  from  the  Lord,  and 

vow 
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lottwd  them,  and  they  died  before  the  Lord,**  Lev.  x. 
1«  He  loft  them  in  fuch  a  manner  as  vcAf^l  fpeak  forth 
C«dV  anger ;  now,  a  religious  father  had  rather  lofe  all 
t^rtiiildfea  in  the  favour  of  God,  than  one  child  in  his 
^g<^f  f^  whatever  were  the  hitter  ingredients  of  this 
^9f*i  iAatfon  was  not  impatient  againft  God  that  mix- 
<(iifor  hioT,  but  held  his  peace,  becaufe  God  did  it. 

'':^\  To  engage  yoa  to  patience  under  your  trials,  do 
hit.  compare  your  cafe  with  that  of  others-     Do  not 
%  there  are  none  afilidred  as  you  are ;  for  there  are  ma- 
By  ,fiir  deeper  plunged  in  the  waters  of  Mara  than  you 
ace;  fome  are  ftill  upon  the  rack,  and  fpend  their  whole 
diys  and  years  in  continual  fighting  and  ftruggr]ing ;  as 
ia  Pf.  XXXI   lo-  *•  My  life  is  fpent  with  grief,  and  my 
yefcrs  with  fighing,"    Have  you  fore  diftrefs  in  your  ho- 
llies i  odiershave  grievous  wounds  in  their  fouls.     Do 
f6a  hear  the  wradi  of  man  ?  others  hear  the  wrath  of 
Giod.     You  have  but  one  fingle  trial,  others  have  many 
tvifted  together.    Some  ate  ftript  of  all  comforts,  you 
havie  comforts  ftill  remaining.     You  have  many  fad 
thingtt  in  your  trial,  but  you  have  not  ground  as  yet  to 
oomplain  as  the  Pfalmift  doth,  Pfah  xlii.  7.  '*  Ail  thy 
wares  and  thy  billows  are  goAe  over  me."    Take  a  view 
jof  what  die  Son  of  God,  what  the  apoftles,  and  what 
the  martyrs,  and  other  worthies  have  endured.     They 
had  trial  of  cruel  mockings,  fcourgings,  bonds,  and  im- 
priibnxnents  f  they  wandered  in  deferts  and  mountains, 
and  in  dens  and  caves  of  the  earth,  being  deftitute^  af- 
iiQfcd,  tormented.     They  were  tempted,  they  were 
crucified,  ftcned  to  death,  fawn  afunder,  (Tain  with  the 
fwordy  ^ce»     And  yet,  how  well  did  they  take  with  the 
cnifil?    Saidi  Paul,  •*  We  glory  in  tribulation,*'  Rom. 
t;  3.     And  what  faith  James,  Jam.  i.  2.     •*  My  brc- 

diven,  count  it  all  Joy  when  ye  fall  into  divers  tempta- 
tious.''     As  if  he  had  faid,  "  Rejoice  aye  more  and 

more  that  yoii  are  affli£led  -,  God  is  magnifying  you,  he 

is  vifiting  you,  doing  you  good,  taking  the  more  pains 

on  you,  and  fitting  you  for  glory" 

5.  The  confideration  of  God's  former  mercies  and 

ktndneftes  to  you  Qiould  engage  you  to  patience  in  trou- 
ble. 
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ble,  and  make  you  bluQi  to  take  any  thing  ill  oot  of 
.  God's  hand.  Thus  Job  taught  his  impatient  wife.  Job 
!!•  lo.  '*  What?  (hall  we  receiTe  good  at  t!ie  hand  of 
God,  and  (hall  we  not  receive  evil  }^  O  beliereri  let 
not  thy  afHi6lion  caufe  thee  to  bury  thy  merciea  itt  o« 
blivion.  Has  not  God  brought  thee  from  Satan's  &ini'* 
]yy  and  put  you  among  his  children  ;  and  will  you  fof*  ] 
get  or  undervalue  that  honour  ?  Hath  he  ftruck  off 
thy  fetters,  taken  off  thy  prifon  garments,  and  fct  jfco 
at  liberty  ;  and  will  you  be  unthankful  ?  Hath  he  given 
thee  Chri(l  for  thy  treafure  and  portion^  and  entitl«(l 
you  to  his  unfearchable  riches  :  and  will  you  be  difcc^n* 
tented  ?  Hath  he  given  you  the  graces  of  his  SpLxTtp 
which  are  more  precious  than  rubies,  and  will  you  qim  sff- 
rcl  when  he  f mites  in  fome  outward  things  ?  Hath  he 
made  you  an  heir  of  glory,  and  provided  eternal  m  s»n* 
tons  above  for  you ;  and  will  you  be  fretful  for  w-S»nt 
of  fome  trifles  here  ?  The  view  Mofes  had  of  the  *^ 
compence  of  reward  in  heaven,  ciufed  him  to  chufe  to 
fuffer  affliflion  with  the  people  of  God. 

6.  The  time  of  affliftion  is  ufually  God's  gracic7  w 
tryfting  fcafon  with  his  people,  ihe  time  of  their  rar^sft 
comforts  and  fweeteil  foretaftes  of  heaven,  accorcET^S 
to  2  Cor.  i.  5*  Paul  and  8ilas  did  never  (ing  more  jc^J* 
fully  than  when  they  were  laid  in  the  inner  prifon,  w2^ 
their  backs  torn  with  fcourges,  and  their  feet  &ft  5» 
the  (locks,  Afts  xvi.  24.  And  when  was  it  that  Jac^* 
faw  the  angels  of  God  afcending  and  defcending  ^^JB* 
on  the  ladder  that  reached  between  henven  and  caxW^^ 
but  at  the  time  when  he  was  in  a  deditute  cafe,  forc^^ 
to  lie  in  the  open  (ield,  having  no  canopy  but  the  h^^^ 
yens,  and  no  pillow  but  a  (tone  f  When  was  it  that  t-^^ 
three  childf en  faw  Chrift  in  the  likencfs  of  the  Son  ^ 
man  walking  with  them,  but  when  they  were  in  (M^ 
furnace,  and  that  when  it  was  hotter  than  ordin  ir^'  ' 
When  was  it  that  Ezckiel  had  a  vifion  of  God,  t^  ^^ 
when  (icting  folitarily  by  the  river  Chvibarin  the  land  ^ 
his  captivity  ?  When  was  it  that  John  got  a  glorio**' 
vifion  of  Chnft,  but  when  he  was  an  exile  in  the  ifle  ^ 
Patmos  ?  And,  when  was  it  that  Stephen  faw  the  b^^ 
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^68  opened,  and  Chrifl  (landing  at  the  ri^ht  hand  of 
Bod  pleading  for  him  \  but  when  they  were  (toning  and 
>rbiffng  him  to  death  ?  So  that  the  moft  remaricable 
xperiences  of  God's  kindnels,  that  believers  get  in  this 
f6iAit  ha^  been  tryfted  to  the  time  of  affli£lion :  The 
onfideration  whereof  (liould  move  every  Chriftian  to 
^ic  on  the  Lord,  and  bear  his  crofs  with  patience. 

7  When  you  are  helped  to  Chriftian  patience  and 
ibmiliion  under  God's  hahd^  It  doth  contribtite  much 
I  tfie  credit  of  religion,  and  to  the  conviction  df  the 
'orld,  that  there  is  a  certain  reality  in  the  truths  of  the 
3fpe],  and  a  great  efficacy  in  the  grace  of  God  which 
?aTs  you  up^  and  carries  you  through  beyond  the 
rength  of  nature. 

8.0  believer,  bear  up  with  patience  under  the  crofs^ 
>T  thou  haft  not  long  to  bear  it.  God's  wrath  on  the 
luxch  abideth  but  for  a  moment,  yea,  a  little  mo« 
lent,  Ifa.  xxvi.  20.  "  Come,  my  people,  trntcr  thou 
ito  thy  chambers,  and  (hut  up  thy  doors  about  thee, 
ide  thy£elf  as  it  were  for  a  little  moment,  until  the  in- 
ignation  be  overpaft."  Surely  a  moment,  a  little  mo- 
lent,  which  is  the  fmalleft  part  of  time,  will  foon  be 
irer  $  and  wilt  thou  not  have  patience  for  a  moment  > 
lie  Pfalmift  fupported  himfelf  with  this  conlideration, 
f.  ciiL  9*  ^^  He  will  not  always  chide,  neither  will  he 
rep  his  anger  for  ever."  The  time  of  indignation  will 
»on  be  overpaft,  and  the  time  of  confolation  will  fuc- 
sed«  O  believer,  the  end  of  all  thy  trials  is  near; 
link  on  it,  and  look  for  it.  Is  it  bodily  pain  or  ficknefs 
lat  i9  thy  affliAion  !  Then  con(ider,  the  end  of  it  will  be 
Lther  life  or  death  :  If  death,  then  what  thou  fuffereft 

the  laft  brunt,  bear  it  patiently  :  Thofe  enemies  you 
oiv  fee,  you  uriil  fee  them  again  no  more.  In  the 
laniions  above,  there  is  no  pain  nor  crying :  The  in- 
aUtants  there  (hall  never  fay  they  are  (ick  \  and  one 
OUT  with  them  will  make  thee  forget  all  thy  momen- 
ftTy  affllAions*  If  the  iflue  (hall  be  life,  you  will  be 
.{hatned,  when  well,  that  you  had  not  more  patience 
vhilft  fick. 

I  (hall  clofe  this  dire£iion  with  the  words  of  the  a« 

poftle  Jamesj  Jam*  v.  10,  iir  "  Take,  my  brethren,  the 

Vol.  I.  L  pto^Vv^^^^^ 
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prophets,  who  have  fpoken  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  £ 
an  example  of  fuffcring  afHidion,  and  of  patience.  I 
hold|  we  count  them  happy  which  endure.  Yela 
heard  of  the  patience  of  Job,  and  have  feen  the  end 
the  Lord,  that  the  Lord  is  rerj  pitifuli  and  of  teoc 
mercy.** 


Direct,  TIT.    Let  believers  be  much  employed  in  i 

praifes  of  God,  while  they  are  under  Afflidion 
Sicknefc,  or  othcrwife. 

AS  we  (hould  blefs  the  Lord  at  all  times,  and  ke 
up  good  thoughts  of  God  on  every  occafion  5  fo  efj 
cially  in  the  time  of  affliction.  Hence  we  are  coi 
manded  to  glorify  the  Lord  in  the  fire,  Ifa.  xxiv.  1 
And  this  the  three  children  did  in  the  hottcft  fursUi 
So  Job  bleffed  God  when  he  had  taken  away  his  gte 
eft  comforts,  Job  i.  2i»  And  this  is  agreeable  to  tl 
command,  i  Thefl'.  v.  i8.  '*  In  CTcry  thing  give  thank 
I  granti  indeed,  we  cannot  give  thanks  for  afflidlionfl 
affli£lion,  but  either  as  it  is  the  means  of  fome  good! 
us,  or  as  the  gracious  hand  of  God  is  fbme  way  reitiai 
able  therein  towards  us.  In  this  refpedi,  there  is 
condition  on  this  Ode  of  hell,  but  we  have  caufe 
•praife  God  in,  even  in  the  greateft  calamities.  Het 
It  was  that  David,  when  he  fpeaks  of  his  affliftioh,  ] 
cxix.  67.  adds  prefently,  '^  Thou  art  good,  and.'d 
good."  And  he  declares,  ver.  6^.  '*  Ihou  haft  de 
well  with  thy  fervant,OLord,  according  unto  thy  wof< 
Hence  Paul  and  SUas  praifed  God  when  they  w) 
icourged  and  imprifoned. 

Well,  then,  O  believer,  obey  the  command  of  J 
God,  and  imitate  his  worthies,  by  praifing  God  un< 
thy  affliftion.  i.  This  practice  would  be  very  pleafi 
and  acceptable  to  God ;  for  as  mufic  is  fweeteft  on  t 
waters,  .fo  praife  is  moft  agreeablie  to  God  from  an  : 
fli&ed  foul  on  the  waters  of  trouble.  It  is  a  fign  of 
noble  and  generous  fpirit,  to  fing  the  praifes  of  Goi 
goodnefe  while  his  hand  is  affli£king  us.  Diftrefs  t 
danger  will  make  the  wickedeft  to  pray  \  but  it  is 

princi] 
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principle  of  love  and  gratitude  that  makes  thy  foul  to 
ptaife.  2»  It  would  bring  credit  to  religion,  to  fee  faints 
thankful  and  praifing  God  under  the  crofs :  It  would 
make  people  fay,  furely  they  find  fweetnefs  in  God  and 
hi$^  ways,  that  we  fee  not ;  they  have  meat  to  eat  the 
world  knows  not  of.  And  this  would  invite  ftrangera 
to  come  and  try  a  rejigious  life.  The  joyful  praifes  of 
the  martyrs  at  the  (lake,  and  in  the  flames,  made  peo* 
pie  go  home  with  love  to  religion  in  their  hearts*  3. 
If  the  iiTue  of  your  afflldion  (hould  be  death,  this  em« 
ployment  of  praife  would  be  a  fweet  preparative  to  fit 
and  difpofe  you  for  the  work  of  heaven.  Ufe  your- 
felves  much  to  this  heavenly  life,  and  be  often  trying  to 
fing  the  fong  of  Mofes  and  the  Lamb  in  time  of  ficknefs 
and  trouble  j  and  this  would  fweeten  the  thoughts  of 
death,  and  make  you  incline  to  be  there,  where  praife 
>8  their  condant  employment. 

Simft  '  "  What  (hould  be  the  fubjeft  of  a  bclieyer's 
than^fgiving  and  praife  under  i:ffliftion  V* 

'Jnf.  He  hath  manifold  grou.ds  of  praife;  as,  i> 
Upon  the. account  of  God*s  mercies  to  him  through  the 
hypaft  part  of  his  life*  His  mercies  to  thee,  O  believer, 
Cftnnpt  be  numbered ;  compare  thy  mercies  with  thy 
^oflesj  and  thou  wilt  foon  fee  thy  receivings  are  far 
greater  than  thy  fufferings.  Thou  haft  had  nany  days 
<>f  plenty  for  one  day  of  fcarcity,  many  days  of  liberty 
'^  one  day  of  ftraits,  many  days  of  health  for  one  day 
^f  Gcknefs,     And  are  not  thefe  to  be  renoembered  with 

.  ^«  And,  more  particularly,  in  the  greatei^  afflioi 
^^^»  thou  haft  ^ound  to  praife  God,  O  believer,  that 
«ou  waft  born  in  a  land  of  light,  where  thou  hadft  the 
^cans  of  cpnverfion  to  God,  and  acquaintance  with 
J^rus  Chrift  'f  and  efpecially,  that  God  of  his  free  grace 
'^E^c  thefe  me^ns  effedual  to  work  a  faving  grace  in 
yo^3  when  others  are  paft  by.  Is  not  this  ma^rer  of 
f'^ifc,  that  be  opened  your  eyes,  humbled  your  -foul, 
^^  renewed  your  heart  j  that  he  gave  you  (Jhrift,  for- 
R^Ve  .your  fins^  and  adopted  you  into  his  family,  and 
p^de  YOU  an  heir  of  heaven  ?  Oh,  what  a  fad  cafe  would 
^tbe^  if  ypu  w^re.  yet  in  your  finsj  and  in  the  bondage 
La  of 
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of  fatan  ?  If  you  had  converfion-work  to  begin  to^  \t 
you  had  your  faith  and  juftificatioiif  and  intereft'ia. 
Chrift,  all  to  feek,  and  all  your  preparation  IbrrhBafUb 
to  make  ;  if  you  had  all  this  to  do  trith  a  ficl  and  pab^ 
ed  body,  and  a  difordeted  mind,  that  eamiot  commaiid 
one  fettled  thought,  with  the  terrible  views  of  death 
and  ctenuty  before  your  eyes !  This  is  the  cafe  that 
God  in  ju&ice  might  have  left  you  to*  Welti  thent 
ought  you  not  to  praife  God,  that  fent  his  Holy  S{Hrft 
in  tinle  to  determine  your  hearts  to  clofe  with  Cbrift/ 
and  be  reconciled  to  that  God  you  are  fhort^y  to  appear 
before  ;  and  that  thofe  fins,  which  now  would  have  becti 
your  terror,  are  all  forgiven  and  waflied  away  throu^ 
the  blood  of  JefusChrift?  ,• 

3.  Is  it  not  matter  of  praife,  in  thy  greateft  troubM 
that  thou  haft  a  great  high  prieft,  that  is  paffed  into  tW 
heavens,  to  provide  a  manfion  with  the  Father  for  riie^ 
and  to  receive  thy  foul  when  feparated  from  the  body 
**  that»  where  he  is,  there  yon  may  be  alfo  ?^  • 

4*  You  have  caufe  to  hlefs  God,  that  he* fends  fuC^ 
fuitable  harbingers,  as  ficknefs  and  trouble,  to  tell  you  dk^ 
death  is  approaching ;  and  that  he  Aould  take  fuch  patr^ 
on  you,  to  wean  you  from  the  world,  and  ttiake  you  will 
ing  to  be  gone.  Many  of  God*s  people,  that  have  htt$ 
averfe  to  dying  at  the  beginning  of  a  (icknefs,  bjthc  ii« 
creafe  and  continuance  of  it,  have  been  brought  to  b- 
vrcU  fatisfied  to  depart,  that  they  may  be  with  Chrift.' 

5.  You  have  ground  to  blefs  God  for  timeing  yoa: 
afili£lions  fo  well,  that  he  fent  them  not  till  he  faw  yel 
ftood  in  need  of  them  \  he  faw  a  need  before  ^m^  as 
1  Pet,  u  6.  and  he  would  not  let  you  want  what  'w^ 
needfuU 

6.  You  ought  to  praife  Godj  that  he  mitigalti 
your  trials,  and  proportions  your  burdens  fcnr  youi 
back  5  tliat  when  he  takes  a  rod  to  you,  he  l>ath  nof 
made  it  a  fcorpion ;  that  when  be  depiived  you*  of  «ne 
comfort  and  enjoyment,  lie  did  not  fiiip  you  of  all,  and 
leave  you  wholiy  comfoTtk£>  \  that  when  you  fuffer  iti 
one  thing,  he  hath  not  made  you  to  fufier  ia  erery 
thing,  in  foul,  body,  eftate,  relations,  and  all  together) 
that|  inftead  of  a^i£ling  you  for  a  few  days,  he  hath 

not 
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t^t  made  your  whole  life  a  fcene  of  mlfery  and  afHic- 
^«  Blefs  God  that  he  puniQieth  you  Icfs,  utifpsak* 
«\>iy  lefS|:  than  your  iniquities  deftrve}  that  your  fick« 
bed  18  rK>t  hell,  your  fever  is  not  everlaftinfi^  burmngs, 
your  pain  is  not  tlie  gnawing  of  the  worm  that  never 
diedi; 

7.  Tou  have  caufe  to  praife  God  that  your  a^iflion 
is  not  fo  great  as  that  of  fome  others^  and  even  of  fome 
diat  wore  very  dear  to  God,  and  had  not  grieved  him 
fo  much  as  you  have  done.  Remember  the  trials  that 
fome  have  endured »  of  whom  the  world  was  not  wot« 
thy,  which  L  mentioned  before  as  recorded,  Heb.  zi« 
Tour's  are  nothing  to  their's,  nothing  to  Job's,  that  c- 
mlnent  fervant  of  God.  Obferve  the  di^erence  with 
tbankfgiving  and  praife. 

8  You  have  reafon  to  blefs  God  for  the  ftrcngth  and 
fopport  he  bath  given  you  under  afflidtion.  Tou  would 
foon  fink  and  fuccumb  under  a  fmall  burden,  if  he  did 
not  fupport*  you  by  his  grace ;  but  when  he  bears  you 
upi  the  heavied  trial  (hall  not  fink  you.  Have  you  not 
net  with  fome  afflidions,  you  have  thou2:ht  at  a  dif* 
Unce  you  would  never  have  been  able  to  bear  up  under 
them  i  yet,  when  they  have  come,  you  have  found  them 
light  and  portable,  by  reafon  of  the  ftrength  God  hath 
bcftowcd  upon  you. 

9.  You  have  ground  of  thankfgiving,  that  the  mer- 
cifss  and  bleflfings  which  God  hath  continued  with  you, 
tit  far  greater  than  thefe  he  hath  taken  from  you ;  for 
though  he  hath  taken  this  and  that  temporal  blefltng 
trom  you.  yet  he  hath  not  taken  Chrill  from  you,  nor 
his  Holy  Spirit  from  you ;  he  hath  not  feparated  you 
from  his  love,  nor  cut  you  off  from  all  the  hopes  of 
hcwren.  However  great  your  tiiajs  be,  yet  ftill  there 
is  a  mixture  of  mercy  in  your  lot,  which  Ihould  be  mat* 
tcr  of  praife* 

10.  You  have  caufe,  O  believer,  to  blefs  God,  that 
^  the  affli^ions  he  brings,  on  you  are  in  love,  and  for 
your  profit*  ,  All  his  ways  arc  mercy  and  truth  to  you- 
«  he  foftile,  it  is  in  mercy ;  and  if  he  fmite,  it  is  in 
nicrty*  God  may  change  his  difpenfatiou  towards  his 
djildreiij  but  never  his  difgofitloii :  his  heart  is  ftill  to- 
wards 
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wards  them,  and  t?'e  cords  wherewith  he  icourgetl 
them  arc  cords  of  love.  Their  profit  h  the  grcjat  thiof; 
he  aims  at,  in  alt  their  chaftifcments,  Heh.  tii.  10.  ,}ik 
dcfigns  thereby  to  reciaim  them  from  their  wandefivgih 
cut  oiF  provi(ions  for  their  lufts,  make  them  paat  and 
long  for  a  better  (late,  and  caufe  them  mend  their  jiaoi 
towards  it.  Hence  David  faid,  *'  It  is  good  for  0)etha1 
I  was  aff!i£>ed  :  for  before  I  was  ?fRi£led  I  went  aftcaf, 
but  now  I  have  learned  to  keep  thy  word."  PC  cjix. 
67.  71.  From  all  which  it  appears  you  have  manifold 
ground  of  praife,  even  ia  ths  time  of  affli£lioiK         ^ 


Direct.  IV.  Let  the  children  of  God,  when  rifitrf 
with  ficknefs,  fet  about  actual  preparation  for  MOx 
and  eternity. 

EVERT  believer  hath  his  main  work  done,  and  'i« 
always  in  a  gracious  (late,  by  reafon  of  his  union  witn 
Jefus  Chrift,  his  reconciliation  with  God  through  iW 
merits  of  his  blood,  and  the  univerfal  change  thai  .** 
wrought  in  him  by  regenerating  and  fanQifying  graC^ 
upon,  which  account,  every  child  of  God  hath  habitU^ 
preparation  for  meeting  with  death.  Yet,  becaufe  fr<^ 
quently,  when  fickjiefs  cometh,  there  are  many  thirJi 
out  of  order  with  them,  that  make  death  frightful  dr* 
midefireable,  they  muft  fet  about  adual  preparation  fti 
death,  and  feek  to  have  their  fouls  made  ready. for  thf 
bridegroom's  conning.  And  here  1  (hall  (hew  wheref' 
this  a£lual  readinefs  of  believers  doth  conGft,  whic3 
(hould  be  their  proper  work  and  exercife  in  time  of  Ccl^ 
nefs,  efpecially  when  fickncfs  is  lingering*  and  dothn(> 
dedroy  the  ufe  of  reafon.  But  beware  of  thinking  tha 
this  (biould  be  delayed  till  (icknefs  come  :  No,  no,  th€ 
time  of  health  is  the  main  working  feafon,  and  all  fhoulJ 
be  then  put  by  hand  as  far  as  poffiblc.  But  feeing  bvefl 
the  bcft  generally  find  mugh  to  do  at  the  very  laft,  1 
(hall  give  the  following  advices  for  your  adual  prepa'r 
ration :  * 

I.  Seeinj^  ficknefs  is  a  means  appointed  of  God  for 
his  people's  good,  and  particularly  for  fitting  them  for 
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abetter  world)  labour  earneftly  to  reap  the  benefit  of 
ficknefs,  fipek  God's  blefling  upon  it,  that  thereby  you 
«ay  be  helped  to  difcover  more  of  the  evil  of  fin  \  that  - 
yoB  miy  hate  and  abhor  it  the  more  \  and  that  ypu  may 
iee  more  effeftually  the  vanity  and  vexation  of  the 
worid ;  and  get  your  heart  loofed  from  all  the  things  of 
time,  and  brought  to  a  willingnefs  to  be  di^fTolved  that 
foa  may  be  with  Chrift. 

2.  Seeing  a  time  of  death  and  ficknefs  \%  the  time 
ofyour  greateft  need,  beg  earncftly  of  God,  for  your 
Redcemer'e  fake,  fuch  fpecial  aOiftance,  influences,  and 
operations  of  his  holy  Spirit,  as  he  knows  needful  for 
you  in  your  prefent  low  and  weak  condition,  in  order 
to  carry  on  and  complete  your  a£lual  readinefs  for  meet- 
ing with  himfelf  at  death,  and  entering  into  the  invid- 
We  world,  and  being  fixed  unalterably  in  your  cverlaft- 
ing  ftate. 

3.  Renew  tlie  cxercife  of  repentance,  and  of  faith 
ia  the  blood  of  Chrift,  for  removing  all  grounds  of 
quarrel  and  controverfy  between  God  and  your  fouL 
Andj  in  order  thereto,  review  your  bypaft  life,  and  look 
JQto  your  heart  alfo,  and  fearch  out  every  predominant 
fin  and  idol  of  jealoufy  y  for  if  there  be  any  iniquity  re- 
garded in  your  heart,  and  unrepented  of  by  you,  it  may 
occaiion  no  iitde  anguiQi  and  bitternefs  of  fpirit  in  a 
dying  hour ,  Well,  when  thou  haft  difcovered  fin,  hum- 
bly confefs  and  be^vail  it  beforet  he  Lord,  and  aik  for- 
giycncfs  for  it  through  the  blood  of  J^/u3  Chrift  the  Son 
of  God,  which  cleanfeth  from  all  fin.  Yea,  make  con- 
felfion  of  all  thy  fins,  and  particularly  reflici  upan  the 
fountain  and  fpring  of  them,  viz.  thy  original  fin. 
Know  the  plague  of  thy  own  heart,  and  mourn  over 
Jt,  mourn  for  the  lofs  and  miffpe  riding,  of  fuph  p^Cr 
cious  time.  Mourn  for  the  unprofitablensfs  of  thy 
We.  Now,  when  the  ax  is  laid  to  the  root  of  the  tree, 
by  ficknefs,  it  is  high  time  to  mourn  for  your  unfruit- 
fttlntfs  under  the  means  of  grace  and  waterings  of  the 
boly  Spirit.  Mourn  for  your  finning  againft  fuch  light 
^a  love  as  have  been  many  days  difp'ayed  to  you  in 
^c  glorious  gofpel.  And,  in  a  Q)ecial  manner,  mourid 
for  your  fins  of  omilTion^   which  commonly  are  but 

little 
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little  minded  by  us.  Thus  moutn  for  all  thy  finSf  till 
thou  doft  water  thy  couch  with  thy  tears. .  *  It  is  moft 
fuitable  that  death  (hould  find  eTcry  maAt'fVen  evoy 
child  of  God,  in  the  exercife  of  mourning  and  repent- 
ance ;  for  they  that  thus  fow  in  tears^  fnall  eteqially 
reap  in  joy.  But  fee  that  your  tears  run  much  in  tlie 
gofpel-cnannel,  and  flow  from  the  belicTing  views  of 
3  crucified  Chrift,  whom  you  have  pierced  in  your  fins. 
And,  in  the  niidfl  of  your  mourning,  be  ftill  aiming,  to 
take  faith's  grips  of  the  clefts  of  the  rock,  for  fhtlterxng 
thy  foul  from  the  guilt  of  pad  fins :  fay,  "  Lord  Jc- 
fus,  )  have  no  refuge  but  thy  wounds,  no  fountain  but 
thy  blood,  no  covert  but  thy  righteoufnefs.  And  fcc- 
irg  thou  freely  m^keft  offer  of  thy  merits  for  my  pro- 
tt&ion,  and  invited  even  the  chief  of  finners  to  cogrkC 
unto  thee,  faying,  Look  unto  me,  be  ye  faved  :  Lord, 
I  embrace  the  offer,  and  flee  to  thee  to  cover  me." 
O  btliever,  do  this,  not  once  or  twice,  but  do  it 
a  hundred  times  over;  do  it  as  often  as  thou  haft 
breath  to  draw  in  the  world,  Be  dill  breathilig  to  the 
very  lad  after  a  crucified  Jefus,  for  relief  againft  tlie 
guilt  of  fin,  which  thou  art  always  contraSing,  and 
will  be,  till  the  earthly  hoafe  of  this  tabernacle  be  dif- 
folved. 

4.  In  order  to  your  a£tual  readinefs  to  go  forth  to 
meet  the  bridegroom,  when  coming  to  you  by  death, 
you  mud  do  as  the  wife  virgins,  Mat.  xxv.  7.  •'  Arife 
and  trim  your  lamps."  As  it  is  not  enough  to  have  a 
fair  lamp  of  profedion,  fo  it  is  not  fufficient  to  have  on- 
ly the  oil  of  grace  in  the  lamp  5  nay,  or  to  have  it  burn- 
ing in  fome  degree.  There  is  more  requifite  at  this 
time,  that  the  foul  may  be  adually  ready ;  the  lamp 
n.ud  be  trimmed,  which  imports,  i.  A  fupplying  it 
with  more  oil ;  you  mud  feek  to  have  your  grace  in- 
creafed,  to  have  new  degrees,  new  drength,  and  new 
fupplics  of  grace  given  from  God,  to  fit  you  for  the  lad 
conflift  with  your  fpiritual  enemies,  and  cfpccially  the 
lad  enemy,  death.  2.  It  imports  a  dirring  up  of 
the  oil,  raifinw  the  wick  fome  higher  :  So  there  muft 
be  an  excitation  of  grace,  which  may  be  in  a  low  declin- 
ing 
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g  condition :  yoll  muft  end^vour  to  ftir  and  raife  it 
I  fb  a. more  livelj  exetcifc;,  and  more  elevated  z(ks» 
ir  up  the  gift  that  is  in  thee.;  make  the  oil  bUrn  clear 
uf  wine  'bright.  Brihg  faith,  love^  repentance  and 
i^  defiljfei^  to  a  liTely  exercifc.  3-  This  trimming 
i|kirt8  the  clfcahGng  of  the  Iamp|  by  taking  away  the 
md  aihc^s'lhat  hinder  the  light»  or  preyent  its  burning 
|cl^aHjf  Is  otherwife  it  would.    So  you  mufl:  labour 

ta&e  aWay  the  dead  a(hes  of  corruption,  that  hinder 
lie  Oiiliing  of  grace  ;  remove  all  unbelief,  earthlinefs, 
bdhefs,  felf,  and  formalttyy  and  whatever  t\b  doth 
pprefs  the  ezercife  of  faith,  love,  and  heavenly-mind- 
Incfs :  let  all  thefe  dead  afhes  be  fnuiFed  away  by  re- 
tntance  and  mortificBtion.  As  you  ought  to  (Irive 
tneftly  againft  ali  thofe  heart-evils  in  the  time  of 
;altb,  fo  now  labour  to  give  them  a  dead-ftroke  when 
Pith's  harbinger  gives  you  a  fummons. 
5*  Be  diligent  in  gathering  and  fummoning  up  all 
»ar  evidences  for  heaven  and  eternal  life,  that  fo  you 
ay  not  venture  into  the  dark  valley  at  an  uncertain- 
The  comfort  of  dying  will  much  depend  on  the 
rarnefs  of  your  evidences  ;  it  b  therefore  your  wif- 
»ni  to  examine  them  carefully,  and  fee  if  you  can 
f^  <*  I  know  in  whom  I  have  believed  ;  I  have  con- 
nted  with  my  foul  to  the  method  of  falvation  laid 
»ivn  in  the  covenant  of  grace.  I  am  defirous  that  the 
ovf  of  it  (hould  be  eternally  afcribed  to  the  free  grace 

God,  and  the  creature  be  wholly  abafed  in  his  fight.' 
Slave  chofen  God  for  my  portion,  and  Chrifl  for  my 
tly  Saviour ;  and  the  happinefs  which  I  aim  at  is,  to 
joy  God  in  Chrift  for  ever.  And,  in  order  thereto^ 
depend  on  the  Holy  Spirit  to  apply  the  redemption 
hich  Jefus  Chrift  hath  purchafed  to  me,  and  to  fan£li- 

me  perfe£ily.  There  is  no  fin  but  what  I  hate  and 
:iire  to  part  with.  I  would  rather  have  more  holi- 
ef}-p  than  to  have  health,  wealth,  and  all  the  pleafures 
I  the  world.  I  earncftly  defire  the  flouriihing  of 
Ihrift'sliLingdom,*  and  prefer  Jerufalem  to  my  chiefefl: 
3y.**  If  thefe  your  evidences  be  clear,  you  may  chear- 
ttUy  take  death  by  the  cold  hand,  and  welcome  its'grim 
neflengers,  and  long  to  be  gone  that  you  may  be  with 
Vol.  I.  M  Chrift. 
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Chrift.  You  may  fay>  as  Pfalm  xxiii.  4.  '^  When  I 
wa^k  throujsfh  the  valley  of  the  (hadow  of  death,  I  will 
fear  no  evil,  for  thou  art  with  me.''  Tou  may  go  off 
the  ilage  with  the  Pfalmift's  words  in  your  mouth«  P&L. 
xxxi.  5.  '^  Into  thine  ha>id  I  commit  my  fpirit,  for 
thou  haft  redeemed  mc,  O  Lord  God  of  trmh/' 

6.  Labour  eameftly  to  overcome  the  lov«  of  lift;. 
and  fears  of  death,  fo  as  to  be  content  to  part  with  all 
things  here  at  God's  call.     O  believer,  what  is  there  in* 
this  earth  to  ten^pf  thee  to  hang  back,  when  God  calls 
thee  to  depart  ?  while  you  are  here,  you  may  lay  your 
account   with   many  lofTes,   crofles,    difappointmen^Sf 
griefs,  and  calamities,  of  all  forts-  Friends  will  fiul  yob» 
enemies  will  h;.te  you,  lufts  will  moleft  you,  fatan  wUL 
tempt  you,  the  world  will  deceive  you.     Death  is  tl* 
way  that  the  deareft  of  God's  faints,  and  all  the  cloud 
of  witnefTcs,  have  gone  before  you  ;  yea,  the  Lord  Jcfut 
your  Head  bath  trod  this  path,  and  hath  taken  the  (ling 
out  of  death,  and  hath  paved  a  way  through  its  dark  vai- 
ky>  that  his  people  may  fafely  follow  him.     Hath  the' 
Captain  of  your  falvation  gone  before  you,  and  will  any 
of  his  foldiers  flirink  to  follow  him  ?    Are  you  content 
to  remain  alw;)ys  at  the  fame  diftance  from  him,  and  to 
enjoy  no  more  of  his  prefenc^  than  now  you  have  ?-  Are 
you  fatisfied  to  live  for  ever  with  no  more  knowledge  of 
God,  no  more  love  to  Chrift,  no  more  holinef^  or  hea- 
venly mindednefs  than  at  prefcnt  you  have  ?    Do  you 
•not  groan  under  your  remaining  ignorance,  deadnefsy 
wanderings,  pride,  paffion,  unbelief,  felfifhnefs,  world- 
Hnefs,  and  other  fins  and  lufts  that  here  befet  you  \ 
And  are  you  not  dcGrous  to  go  to  the  place  where  you 
will  be  eternally  free  from   them  all,  and  where  yoa 
never  complain  of  a  dull,  dead  or  ftnfelefs  frame  of 
heart,  or  of  any  hcrtrt-wearinefs,  or  wandering  in  duty 
any  more  ;  for  the  heart  (hall  then  be  as  a  Hxcd  pillaC 
in  the  ten>ple  of  God,  and  fiiall  go  no  more  out  \  th^ 
eternal  adoration  and  pra-fes  of  God  ftiall  be  the  foul'5^ 
delight  and  element  for  ever.     By  fuch  ccnfiderations^ 
ftrive  to  conquer  the  fears  of  death  and  defires  of  life^ 
which  are  often  great  clogs  to   the  people  of  God  12*. 
their  preparation  for  removing- 

7.    Be  often  meditating   upon  the  heavenly  glorjr 

whiclp 


BS-ecMMs  to  Goifi's  Chitiren  under  j^ictien.       91 

:«lifc!i  flioitly  all  beKcvcr$  will  fee  and  ^njoy.  Be  much 
fe.thc  cpritcmplaiioa  dFtT^e'gVTipiifi  company  iibov<f ; 
Wi^old  Cfirift  uppn  his  gioriouR  throne  «t  the  ri^jht- 
Ifliid  of  GoH,  ami  Abral.vani,  Davit^,  Perer,  P.«ul,  auci 
ail  the  reft  of  the  fauhf?il  oiif «=,  witn  t?icir  croNvns  of 
nghtcouincfs,  triumphiniir  about  their  Re'dcemtfr. — 
TTiitik,  Q  bcli'^.ver,  bow  happy  ^vill  that  day  be,  wheQ 
thou  fhaJt  meet  with  thy  father  and  thy  brethren,  and 
when  thou  fii.Jl  fee  tby  elder  brother  on  the  thronjc, 
ready  to  [>al"b  fentence.  in  .,rhv  favours.  What  melody 
wMttiat  fentence  found  in  thine  cars,  "  Come,  ye  blef- 
fed.oF  my  father  !*'  "What  frame  wilt  ihou  be  in,  when 
hefcts  ihe  crown  of  g-ory  on  thy  head  ?  "  O  eicrnally 
free  love  1"  wilt  thou  cry,  *  O  Saviour  thou  didft  wear 
acrown  of  thorns,  that  I  might  wear  a  crown  o{  glo- 
Tjf:  thou  didft  ^roan  on  the  crofs,  that  I  might  now 
^^-  Wondeiful  free  love,  that  chufed  mt-^  when 
thoufands  were  paft  by;  that  favcd  nic  from  ruin, 
when  my  companions  in  fin  muft  burn  in  hell  for  e- 
▼er!"  Think,  how  rr.vifliing  it  will  be  to  meet  witli 
your  godly  acquamtances  in  heaven,  with  whom  you 
prayed,  and  praifcd,  and  converfed  here  !  Will  you  not 
th^  cry  out,  **  O  my  brethren,  what  a  chan<Tc  is 
here!  this  glorious  place  is  not  like  tlie  poor  dwellings 
^e  had  on  earth  J  this  body,  this  foul,  this  (late,  this 
place,  our  clothes,  our  company,  our  language,  our 
thoughts,  arc  far  unlike  thofe  we  had  then  I  the  bad 
h^xts,  the  body  of  death,  the  corruptions  and  tempta- 
tions we  tlien  cumplamed  of,  are  all  now  <;one.  We 
haFeno  more  fears  of  death  or  hell,  no  more  ufc  for 
repentance  or  prayer,  fa^th  or  hope,  th;,fe  are  now 
fwallowed  up  in  immediate  vifion,  ecerral  love,  joy 
?nd  praile."  And  for  thy  help,  O  believer,  in  meditat- 
'"g  on  thefe  things,  read  feme  parto  of  the  book  of 
Revclatior,  or  caufe  tijem  to  be  read  to  you ;  and  fup- 

"  Pofe  with  yourfelf,  you  had  been  a  companion  with 
John  in  the  ifle  of  Patmos,  and  had  got  fuch  a  view  of 
the  glorioup  miijefty,  the  bright  throne?,  the  heavenly 
f^s,  the  fliiniiig  Splendor  which  he  faw,  the  Saints 
»^»  their  white  robes,  with  crowns  on  thtir  hirads,  and 
r^alais  in  their  hands,  and  heard  them  finglrg  the  fcng 
M  2  o€ 
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of  Mofes  and  the  Lamb,  and  trumping  forth  their  t* 
temal  Hallt^lujahs ;  what  a  hearenly  rapture  vooldft 
thou  have  been  in  !  Well  thep,  O  believer,  tfaoa  flitif 
fliortiy  have  clearer  and  more  fweet  fights  than  all  tfadfe 
which  John,  or  any  of  the  Saints,  ever  faw  here  upop 
earth.  Surely  that  heavenly  glory  is  a  fubje&  worth? 
of  thy  thoughts,  and  mod  fuitable  for  thee  to  medi- 
tate on  in  time  of  ficknefs,  and  when  in  the  view  of 
death. 

8.  It  would  alfo  be  very  fuitable  at  this  time,  in  or- 
der to  your  aflual  readinefs  for  death,  to  be  frequent- 
ly looking  out  and  longing  for  Chrift's  coming:  ai 
Abraham  ftood  in  his  tent  doer  ready  to  go  forth  to 
meet  the  angels  that  were  fent  unto  him,  fo.ihould  die 
believer  keep  himfelf  in  a  waiting  pofture  at  this  time*  - 
He  (hould  be  like  the  loving  wlfe^  that  longs  and  lookf 
for  the  coming  of  her   abfent  hufband,  according  to 
his  letters  to  her  ;  by  this  time  (thinks  the)  he  will  be 
at  fuch  a  place,  and  againil  fuch  a  time  he  will  be -at 
another  place,  and  fo  in  a  few  days  I  will  fee  him-    {t 
is  the  character  of  beli;  vers,  they  are  fuch  as  love  his 
appearing,  2  Tim.  iv.  8.    TTicy  defire  his  coming/ C&itf 
viii.  14.     *'  Make  hafte,   my  beloved ;  even  fq  CDffley 
Lord  Jefus,  qome    quickly  *'      Believers   fliould  \oA  ■. 
upon  themfelves  as  pilgrims  here,  wandering  m  a  ^   { 
dernefs  abfent  from  home,    and   at  a  diflance  froqi 
their  father's  houfe ;   and,  in  time  of  affliction,  it  is   '. 
very  proper  for  them  to  be  crying,  as  David  dctbi 
Pfa'nis  Iv.  6.    '•  O  that  I  had  wings  like  a  dove !   for 
then  woulH  I  fly  away  and  be  at  reft  :    I  would  1»(* 
ten  my  rfcape  from  the  windy  tempeft."     •*  O  wbci* 
ihall  the  time  of  my  pilgrimage,  and  the  days  of  nay 
banilbment  be  finiflied,  that  I  rriay  get  home  to  iDf 
country  and  friends  above  ?  Oh  1  my  Lord  is  gone^  t^T 
Saviour  hath  left  the  earth,  and  entered  into  his  glory  •• 
My  friends  and  brethren  are  gone  to  their  blefled  rcft^ 
where  they  iee  God's  face,  and  fing  his  praife  for  P* 
ver  :  and  how  can  I  be  willing  to  ftay  behind,  wb^^ 
they  are  gone  ?  Muft  I  be  finning  here,  when  they  ^^ 
ferving  God  above  ?    M«ft  I  be  groaning  and  fignif^S* 
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when  tbcy  arc  triumphing  and  dividing  the  fppil  ?  Sure- 
ly I  will  look  after  them,  and  cry,  O  Lord,  how  long  > 
When  {ball  I  be  with  my  Saviour  and  my  God/' 

Direct.  V.     Let  Believers,  in  time  of  flcknefs,  endea- 

.  vour  all  they  can  to  glorify  God,  and  edify  thofe 

..  that  are  about  them,  by  their  fpeech  and  behaviour. 

IF  eyex  a  child  of  God  be  a£l!ve  to- promote  the  ho« 
|M)Ur  and  glory  of  God,  it  ihould  be  in  the  time  of  tick- 
..neC^and  yi^hen/ieath  mr«y  be  approaching.  And  there 
is  gjotod  reafon  for  it ;  for  r.  This  may  be  the  lad  op- 
portunity that  ever  thou  (halt  have  to  do  any  thing  for 
God,  and  therefore  thou  ihouldil  ftudy  to  improve  it  to 
6iA  utmoft.  Heaven,  to  which  thou  art  going,  is  the 
place  where  thou  (halt  receive  thy  rewarJ  ;  but  thou 
tanft  have  no  accefs  there  to  advance  God's  glory,  by 
commending  God  and  Chriit,  and  religion,  to  (inners, 
or  weak  believers.  Upon  this  account,  many  of  God's 
.children  have  been  content  to  fufpend  their  heavenly 
happipefs  for  a  while,  and  to  ilay  upon  ihe  earth  for 
bqne  longer  time.  I  have  read ,  of  a  certain  martyr, 
when  going  to  fuffer,  who  cxprefled  fome  forrow  that 
he  was  going  thither,  where  he  Ihould  do  his  God  no 
more  fcrvice,  to  wit,  in  the  fenfe  above  explained.  And 
of  another,  that  faith,  "  If  it  were  poflible  there  could 
!bc  a  place  for  any  grief  in  heaven,  it  would  arife  from 
the  Chriftian's  confidtring  that  he  did  fo  little  for  God 
while  he  was  upon  earth.  Now  is  the  working  feafon, 
0  believer,  be  bufy  while  it  lads,  according  to  the  ex- 
ample of  thy  blefled  Saviour,  John  ix.  4.  "  I  muft 
work  the  work  of  him  that  fent  me  while  it  is  day ;  for 
the  night  cometh  wherein  no  man  can  work/'  This 
confideration  (hould  make  thee  move  thyfelf  with  the 
greateft  activity,  like  Samfon  before  his  death,  who, 
when  he  could  have  no  more  opportunity  to  ferve  God 
and  his  church,  he  cried  to  God  and  faid,  Judges  xvi. 
28.  ••  0  Lord  God,  remember  me,  I  pray  thee,  and 
llrcngthen  me  this  once."  And  then  he  bowed  himfelf 
V^ith  all  his  might,'  to  pull  down  the  pillars  of  Dagon's 

temple 
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temple,  btin^  willing  to  facrifice  his  life  to  the  nun 
thcreoJ 

2.  The  holy  fpeech  and  carrir.ge  of  dyinjgjbclicww 
may,  thrcuKh  the  blcfling  of  God,  make  de^imprelL 
fion  upon  the  heart*^  of  unregencrrate  men  that  are  int* 
nefles  to  them.  Thcjf:  who  iiave  derided  the  people  of 
God  for  tl  e  ftriflnefs  of  their  lives,  and  defpifed  their, 
counfek  and  reproofs,  as  proceeding  from  humour  or 
precifentfs;  yet  have  begun  to  notice  their  words  and 
aftions,  when  they  have  fcen  them  on  fick-beds,  and  on 
the  borders  of  eter^xiiy,  and  to  have  other  thoughts  of 
religion  and  holinefs  than  formerly  they  had.  Now 
thry  think  the  man  is  in  good  earneft,  and  fpeaketh  the 
thrughts  of  his  heart ;  ^nd  if  ever  he  can  be  believedi  it 
mufi  be  now.  It  is  moft  convincing  to  carnal  perlbn?! 
to  fee  believers  bearing  up  with  patience  under  their 
ficknefs  ; — to  hear  them  fpcfaking  good  of  God,— com- 
mending his  ways, — and  rejoicing  in  God  as  their  ppi> 
tion,  in  mid  ft  of  their  (harpeft  pains  : — to  fee  th'-m  {)e- 
liaving  as  thofe  that  are  going  to  "dwell  with  Chrilji 
fmiling  and  praifing  God,  when  friends  arc  fighing  aiil 
weeping  about  them.  This  inclines  them  to  tliink,  furc* 
ly  there  muft  be  a  reality  in  religion,  there  is  a  vilibk 
difference  between  the  death  of  the  righteous  and  of  the 
wicked.  Hence  a  wicked  Balaam  wiQies  to  die  the 
death  of  the  righteous,  and  to  have  his  lad  end  like  his* 
It  left  a  convidlion  upon  that  young  man's  confcience^: 
^^  who  faid^b  his  loofe  companion,  after  they  had  vifited 
""T^NUy  Ambrofe  on  his  death-bed,  and  faw  how  cheer* 
ful  he  was,  and  triumphing  over  approacBing'*tUatl)i 
"  O  that  I  might  live  with  thee,  and  die  with  Ambrofc  !*' 
Nay,  fuch  fights  might  draw  them  not  only  to  dcfirc  to 
die  the  death  of  the  righteous,  but  alfo  to  refolve  to  live 
their  lives.  If  carnal  men  faw  believers  going  off  tb* 
ftage  with  fuch  confidence  and  joy^  as  becomes  tho^ 
that  are  entering  into  eternal  reft  with  Chrift,  and  thoy 
that  are  going  out  of  an  howling  wilderjaefs  to  agKMoi^ 
Canaan  ;  it  might  be  a  powerful  invitation  to  thena  to 
go  and  feck  after  the  famie  felicity. 

3    This  liktwife  would  b^^ery  edifying  and  coo- 
firming  to  all  that  fear  God.    How  wdch  would  it  con- 
tribute 
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tribute  to  eftablKh  them  in  the  pra£lice  of  holinefs, 
and  to  quicken  them  in  their  diligence  in  ferving  and 
slorif|rmg  of  God  in  the  days  of  th^ir  health,  to  hear  a 
dying  believer  fay,  "  Of  all  the  time  which  I  hdve 
livedi  I  have  no  comfort  no\xr  in  refle£ting  upon  one 
hour  but  what  I  fpent  in  the  fcrvice  of  God.  Were 
I  to  begin  my  life,  I  would  redeem  time  more  carefully 
than  ever.  One  hour  in  communion  with  God  is  far 
fweeter  than  many  years  fpent  in  worldly  pleafures. 
Come  here,  then,  all  ye  that  fear  God,  and  I  will  tell 
yoa  what  he  hath  done  for  my  foul.  O  tafte  and  fee 
that  God  is  good  !'* 

4.  Confider  the  examples  of  God's  children  in  former 
agei,  how  ufeful  and  edifying  their  words  have  been, 
atfuch  a  time,  to  all  round  ahout  them.  But  this  head 
I  intend  to  infift  fully  upon  afterwards. 

^efl*  "  But  how  (hall  I  behave  fo  as  I  may  gUaJfy 
God  and  edify  others,  when  I  am  fick  or  dying^i 
Would  have  feme  particular  direftions  for  it.*' 

Anf.  i.  You  may  do  this  by  your  patience  under 
p|ln,  and  fubmiflion  to  God's  will,  with  refpcfk  to  the 
Cfent,  whether  life  or  death.  It  is  ftumbling  to  othejs, 
to  fee  believers  fretful  in  trouble,  and  unwilling  to 
leave  the  world,  when  God  calls  them.  But  it  is  mod 
convincing  and  confirming,  to  fee  them  frankly  refign-4 
ing  thcmfelves  to  God's'  difpofal,  faying,  **  Let  God 
himfclf  choofc  for  me ;  he  is  wife,  and  knoweth  bcfb 
what  is  needful  and  moil  proper  for  me :  I  have  no 
will,  but  God's  will."  For  any  man  to  defire  to  live 
^  when  God  calls  him  to  die,  or  to  deCre  to  die  when 
God  calls  him  to  live,  is  equally  a  (ign  of  cowardice : 
for  he  that  dcfires  to  live  is  afraid  to  look  death  in  the 
face;  and  he  that  deGres  to  die,  would  Hee  from  fome 
calamity,  and  tuke  (liclter  in  death.  But  he  is  the  moft 
valiant  man  that  can  die  willingly  when  God  would 
have  him  die,  and  live  as  willingly  when  God  would 
i  have  him  live  *,  this  is  true  Chriftian  valour. 

^.  By  pious  exhortations  and  warnings  to  thofe  that 
*tc  about  you.  It  may  be  the  laft  occafion  vou  may 
W  of  glorifying  God  this  way :  O  do  not  lofe  the 
fcafon  which  may  be  ufefully  improven  for  the  good 

of 
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of  fouls.  For  tbus  a  believer  may  bring  more  honoiir 
to  God,  and  more  advantage  to  precious  fouls,  by  faiv 
ficknefs  and  death,  than  ever  he  did  by  all  his  healdl 
and  life  in  the  world  ;  for  their  fpeeches  have  moie 
weight  with  people  at  fuch  a  time,  than  at  any  other. 
Hence  the  patriarchs,  knowing  the  prevalency  of  fach 
words,  do  urge  Jofeph  with  Jacob's  dying  charge,  Gem 
1.  1 6,  17.  '*  And  they  fent  a  meflenger  unto  Jofeph^ 
£iying,  thy  father  did  command  before  he  died,  fayiogj 
fo  (hall  ye  fay  unto  Jofeph,  forgive,  I  pray  thee  noWj 
the  trtfpafs  of  thy  brethren,"  &c.  And  as  we  ought 
to  be  ready  to  give  good  counfel  to  all  when  we  lie  on 
fick-beds,  fo  efpecially  we  O^ould  be  concerned  fbf 
children  and  near  relations  :  they  are  more  affefied  than 
others  with  our  ficknefs,  and  fo  will  they  be  with  oof 
fayings  J  our  admonitions  may  do  them  good,  when  we 
ar|urotting  in  the  duih 

*^ue/.  "  What  ought  to  be  the  fubjeft  of  our  (fit 
courfes  and  exhortations  to  others  at  fuch  a  time  ?^ 

jifif.  I.  It  is  very  proper  to  be  much  in  commenct 
ing  the  Maiter  you  hrvc  fcrvcd,  and  the  excellency  ol 
his  fervice,  to  thofe  that  are  about  you.  Tell  them  ol 
the  equity  and  goodnrfs  of  thofe  laws  which  you  hate 
obeyed,  and  (>f  the  bounty  and  faithfulnefs  of  thatLofd 
■'  whom  you  have  wordiipped,  loved,  and  praifed  \  and  pi 
the  greatnefs  and  eternity  of  that  reward  you  are  gmg 
to  pofTefs.  Let  the  children  of  God  extol  their  Fathefj 
and  his  care  of  them,  and  kindnefs  to  them.  liCt  lb< 
ranfomed  of  the  Lord  magnify  their  Redeemer,  and  hil 
wonderful  love  and  fuflcrings  for  them.  Tell  othefl 
what  fweetnefs  and  fatibfa£tion  you  have  found  in  yotti 
own  experience  in  attending  God's  ordinances,  and  in 
fccret  duties  ;  what  comfort  you  have  found  in  Chiifti 
ard  the  promifes  of  his  covenant.  And  thus  let  yofti 
lad  breath  be  fpent  in  exalting  and  commending  Chrifl 
and  his  religion  to  others. 

2..  Be  warning  others  of  the  vanity  of  this  worUj 
andof  all  its  wealth  and  pleafures.  Tell  them  that  the] 
may  fee,  by  your  cafe,  that  thelc  things  which  peod< 
arc  betwitched  with  in  the  day  of  their  health,  can  ng 
nify  nothing  to  a  fick  or  dying  man  *,  they  cannot  eafi 
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%i  in  our  pains,  they  can  afford  no  peace  to  a  troubled 
fcul,  they  cannot  lengthen  our  lives  one  hour,  and 
far  Ie&  oin  they  fave  from  the  wrath  of  an  an^fry  God» 
*  (Mi,*,  may  you  fay,  **  what  a  miferable  cafe  had  I 
Ueen  inr  at  this  time,  if  I  had  had  no  better  portion  than 
tiris  worTd,  and  nothing  clfe  to  look  to  but  its  riches  and 
d(tfur» !  Wherefore,  firs,  fct  not  your  hearts  upon  it, 
ratforfake  it  before  you  be  forfeiken  by  it,  and  make 
choice  of  that  which  will  be  fupporting  to  you  in  the 
evil  day." 

3.  Be  warning  them  of  the  evil  of  fin,  and  what 
mifchief  and  dcceitfulnefs  you  hav?  found  in  it      Tell 

r  thcmi  '^hat  though  the  devil  and  the  icih  would  tempt 
[  }0a  to  look  on  fin  as  a  harmiefs  thing,  yet  the  ple^fure 
r  ^  foon  be  gone,  «nd  a  iharp  (ling  will  be  left  behind. 
I  Sin  win  appear  no  light  matter,  when  the  foul  is  going 
I  kcncc  into  the  awful  prefence  of  an  holy  God.  You 
I  would  give  a  thoufand  worlds  then  for  Chritl,  and  the 
[    blpQd  oT  atonement  to  anfwer  for  your  fins. 

4.  Tell  them  of  the  great  diffciencc  between  the 
lly  add  the  wicked  man's  choice*  The  godly  man 
(eth  the  better  part  that  cannot  be  taken  from  him; 

8  up  his  treafure  in  heaven  where  none  can  reach 
St|  fo^that  it  yields  him  rich  fupplies  when  ficknefs  an4 
,  death  come  upon  him.  But  O  how  foolifh  is  the  wick- 
'  cd  man's,  choice,  that  for  one  moment's  fleflily  pleafurei 
doth  lofe  his  immortal  foul,  and  everlafting  happinefs  \ 
■  Warti  them  to  mind  the  one  thing  needful  in  time,  and 
^  not  to  pamper  their  bodies  for  the  worms,  but  to  ftt 
.  j^mfelves  prefently  to  clofe  with  the  offers  of  Chrift, 
:  and  make  fure  an  intereft  in  his  righteoufnefs  to  cover 

tbemin  the  evil  day. 
> .  ^  5.  Be  telling  them  of  the  evil  of  (loth  and  negligence 
;  in  the  werk  of  their  falvation  ;  and  he  exhorting  them 
to  mind  it,  and  to  do  ic  with  all  their  might.  For  how- 
€?ei  Ibme  may'ccnfure  and  deride  God'«.  people  now, 
for  their  ftriflnefs,  diligence,  and  ze&l  in  the  matters  of 
tdigioa ;  yet,  when  they  come  to  die,  they  will  be  rea- 
dy to  with  that  they  had  been  more  diligent  in  falvation^ 
Vork;  that  they  had  loved  God,  fled  to  Chrift,  and 
luul  fought  and  leryed  him  with  all  their  hearts,  and 
fouls  J  and  to  cry,  "  O  for  a  little  more  time  I  O  \l 
Vol.  L  N  Go^ 
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God'  would  recover  and  trv  us  once  more  with  liealdi« 
how  diligent  would  we  be  !  And  tell  them,  that  thofe 
who  have  been  mod  feriousi  and  painful  in  falvatum* 
work,  yet,  when  they  come  to  die,  do  much  lament  theif 
floth  and  negligence  :•  yea,  thofe  that  have  been  mod 
reproached  by  the  world  for  their  diligence  and  ferven- 
cy, do  often  wiih  at  that  time,  ^'  O  that  we  had  been 
a  tboufand  times  more  diligent  and  laborious  in  God'i 
fcrvicc!" 

6.  Labour  to  perfuade  others  of  the  preciouffieii  cl 
time,  the  wifdom  of  improving  the  time  of  youth  and 
of  health,  and  the  great  folly  of  delaying  repentance^ 
and  putting  it  off  to  a  fick-bed*  Say  to  them,  *M  find 
now,  by  experience,  that  a  time  of  ficknefs  is  a  moft 
unfk  feafon  to  do  any  thing  to  purpofe  for  the  foul ;  ooy 
mind  is  fo  diverted  and  indifpofed  for  fpiritual-worki 
by  ficknefs  and  pain,  that  I  cannot  attain  to  any  fuitaUe 
compofure  for  it.  And,  how  miferabie  were  1,  if  I  bad 
all  my  work  to  begin  at  this  time  !  O  take  a  Wiariiing» 
and  improve  precious  time,  and  efpecially  the  day  of 
the  gofpel,  the  time  of  the  Spirit's  ftrivings,  and  cbe 
time  of  youth,  which  is  the  moft  ufual  feafon  of  die 
converfion  of  fouls,  and  of  bringing  fi^ners  into  ac- 
quaintance with  Jefus  Chrift/' 

Direct.  VI.  Let  God's  children,  when  fick  oir  dyiogi 
be  exprcffing  a  great  concern  for  the  advancement 
of  the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  and  of  true  Religion  in 
the  rifing  Generation* 

ZEAL,  and  public  fpiritednefs,  for  Chrift's  intCRftf 
is  very  becoming  his  people  in  all  the  periods  of  their  ■ 
life,  but  more  efpecially  at  this  time.  When  Chtift 
is  ready  to  take  you  into  his  kingdom  in  heaven,  0 
be  not  unmindful  of  his  kingdom  on  earth.  It  wo«l<l 
be  acceptable  to  God,  and  pleaiant  in  the  (ight  of  menu 
to  fee  you  exprcffing  a  warm  concern  for  the  rifingagei 
and  for  promoting  the  welfare  of  the  fouls  of  yout 
children,  and  othirs  th^t  furvive  you  j  and  feeing  yo«* 
can  be  no  longer  ufeful  to  thofe  you  leave  behind,  by 

yout 
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your  counfels,  examples  or  prayers,  as  formerly;  do 
jrout  ntmoft  for  them  nowr.  And  this  concern,  the 
children  of  God  in  time  of  (icknefs  may  evidence  feve- 
ral  ways* 

1.  By  eameft  prayers  to  God,  both  for  the  profperity 
>f  his  cnurch  and  the  flourifhirtg  of  religion  in  general  5 
ittd  alfo  for  your  children  and  relations  in  pacticalar* 
:hat  they  may  be  a  holy  feed,  and  a  generation  to  fervc 
Sod,  and  (how  forth  his  praife  in  the  world,  when  you 
irc  gone  off  the  ftage.  ' 

2.  By  intruding  the  care  of  your  childreii's  edil^atiott 
!0  fuch  tutors  and  guardians  as  will  be  much  concerned 
For  their  fouls,  and  will  fet  before  them  godly  examples 
md  in(lru6Hon8,  in  their  young  and  tender  years. 

3.  By  filling  your  latter  wills  and  tedaments  with 
(nany  pious  advices  and  folemn  charges  to  your  chil- 
dren and  relations,  with  refped  to  their  ferving:  God, 
and  worfhipping  him  in  their  families  and  in  fecret,  fo 
as  they  can  never  look  into  your  teftament,  and  the 
legacies  left  to  them,  but  they  will  hear  fomcthing  that 
may  be  aiFedling,  upftirring,  and  edifying  to  their 
fouls. 

4.  By  honouring  the  Lord  with  your  fubftatice,  and 
leaving  fomething  of  what  God  hath  bled  you  with, 
to  pious  ufes :  particularly  for  the  religious  education 
of  the  children  of  the  poor,  for  buying  bibles  to  them, 
and  other  excellent  books  ;  and  for  the  propagating  of 
Chriftian  Knowledge  in  ignorant  places,  fuch  as  the 
Highlands  and  iflands,  by  ere£ling  and  maintaining  of 
fchools  therein  :  which  glorious  work  is  happily  begun^ 
and  pretty  far  advanced,  by  that  honourable  ibciety  at 
Edinburgh,  whofe  treafurer  is  ready  to  receive  dona* 
tions  from  all  fuch  as  the  Lord  pleafeth  to  move  to 
make  a  £ree-will  offering  for  promoting  that  pious  de- 
fign.  Many  pious  perfons  have  contributed  already 
thereto  •,  and  it  were  defirable  that  others,  whom  God 
hath,  enabled  for  it,  fhould  mind  it  before  they  die  ;  for 
by  fatal  experience  we  may  obfcrve,  that  the  mod  god- 
ly parents  do  not  know  how  their  children  will  emfpioy 
the  eftate  they  leave  them,  whether  as  fuel  for  their 

N  2  luds. 
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Ia(l6|  br  as  oil  to  feed  the  lamps  in  God's  fanduary* 
I,t  13  proper  for  thcmfelves,  then,;  before  they  go  off  the 
iiage,  to  difpofe  of  fome  part  of  their  fubftance,  for 
the  glory  and  fcrvice  of  that  God  who  gave,  it  all  unto 
them. 

5.  It  might  contribute  to  promote  pieey,  and  to 
make  the  deeper  imprelBons  upon  the  minds  of  ypur 
children  and  friends,  if}  under  the  warnings  of  deach^ 
you  (hould  imitate  the  example  of  the  prophet  Eitjah, 
who  in  his  life  time  made  a  writing,  which  he  procured 
to  be  delivered  to  king  Jehoram,  after  his  deathi  2  Chron. 
xxi.  12.  bOy  in  like  manner,  you  might  write  letters 
,  and  leave  them  in  the  hands  of  your  friends,  and  exe- 
cutorsy  full  of  advices,  charges,  admonitions,  confbla- 
tions,  or  threatenings,  to  be  delivf^red  to  your  children 
or  friend.s,  upon  occafion  either  of  their  good  or  bad 
converfatiou  after  your  death ;  which  probably  would 
be  more  regarded  by  them,  than  the  counfels  you  gave 
them  in  the  time  of  your  life ;  for,  in  fome  rofpc^l, 
they  would  he  received  and  read  by  them^  as  if  they 
were  letters  from  heaven. 

Direct.  VIL  Let  the  children  of  God  labour  to  for- 
tify themfelves  what  they  can  againft  all  Satan's 
Temptations  and  Aflaults,  which  they  may  expe& 
to  mcvt  with  in  time  of  Sicknefs  and  Afflidiion. 

A  TIME  of  ajflHiftion  is  commonly  a  time  of 
temptation :  for  the  old  (erpent  knows  the  fitted  fea* 
fon.'  for  aflaulting  the  children  of  God;  and  he  will  not 
be  wanting  to  improve  this  opportunity  of  advantage 
for  fetting  upon  the  poor  foul.  When  Pharaoh  heard 
that  the  people  were  entangled  in  the  wildernefs,  he 
purfued  them  ;  fo,  when  Satan  fees  a  foul  entangled 
withdiHrefs  and  troubles,  he  thinks  it  high  time  to 
make  an  attack.  He  feeks  to  winnow  and  fift  away 
the  believer's  grace,  and  therefore  he  comes  when  the 
corn  i»  chrefliing  by  the  rod*  When  Jacob  was  fmitten 
in  his  eftate,  health,  and  all  other  comforts,  then  this 

coward 
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coward  falls  upon  him,  and  te  npts  him  to  impatience^ 
murmurin^y  aad  wron^  thou^^hts  of  God. 

At  this  time,  O  believer,  you  have  fpeci^l  need  to  be 
on  your  guard,  and  look  out.  Reckbn  always,  when 
Gcknefs  or  trouble  cometh,  the  prince  of  this  world 
Cometh  alfo»  Stand  then  to  your  defence,  and  put  on 
your  armour,  efpecially  the  ftileld  of  faith,  that  you 
may  be  able  to  quench  the  fiery  darts  of  the  devil.  Tou 
Inre  need  at  this  time  to  put  in  pra£^ice  our  Lord's  di- 
reflion,  **  Watch  and  pray  that  ye  enter  not  into  temp- 
tation," Pray  for  wifdom  and  fkill  to  countera£l  him, 
and  that  you  may  not  be  ignorant  of  his  devices ;  and 
pray  particularly  for  grace  to  make  you  proof  a^ainft 
all  his  falfe  rcprefentations  of  God  and  his  Providence 
to  you ;  for  he  that  durlt  reprefent  Job  falfeiy  to  an 
all-feeing  and  all-knowing  God,  will,  with  much  bold- 
ncfs,  reprefent  God  falfcly  to  you,  who  fee  and  know 
fo  little.  He  will  be  ready  to  tempt  you  to  think  that 
God  is  angry  with  you,  and  dealing  with  you  as  an 
enemy:  thus  was  Job  tempted,  Job  xxxiii.  lo,  i(. 
^'  Behold  he  findeth  occafions  againft  me,  he  counteth 
mc  for  his  enemy :  he  putteth  my  feet  in  the  flocks,  he 
marketh  all  my  paths."  But  obferve  what  Elihu  an- 
fwers,  **  In  this  thou  art  not  juft :  God  is  greater  than 
man.  Why  doft  thou  drive  againft  him  ?  for  he  giveth 
not  account  of  any  of  his  matters."  But  feeing  I  fpoke 
before  of  the  wrong  thoughts  of  God,  which  we  are  apt 
to  harbour  in  time  of  aiiitliony  Chap.  If.  Dire£t.  ill. — 
I  (hall  proceed  to  fpeak  of  fome  other  temptations 
wherewith  Satan  doth  aflault  God's  people  when  in  di^ 
ftrefs  \  and  furniih  fome  anfwcrs  thereto. 

I.  Saith  the  tempter,  "  Thou  art  nothing  but  a 
hypocrite  \  all  thy  religious  performances  have  been 
<lone  in  hypocrify,  to  be  feen  of  men :  thou  never 
haft  repented,  or  believed  fmcerely  in  the  fight  of 
God/' 

Anf.  I  acknowledge  there  hath  been  much  hypocrify 
in  me,  but  I  hope  it  is  not  allowed  and  reigning  hypo- 
crify ;  I  always  wreitled  againfl  it,  wherefore  I  am  not 
an  hypocrite.  I  regarded  the  elteem  of  men  too  much^ 
but  i  hope  I  valued  the  edeem  of  God  much  nvote. 
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My  faifh  anH  repentance  are  weak,  but  I  hope  they  aM5 
fincere.  And,  whatever  def eft 8  and  (hortconings  have 
formerly  cleaved  to  thefe  graces  in  me,  I  do  now  un- 
fcignedly  repent  of  all  my  fins,  I  look  to  him  that  I 
have  pierced,  and  mourn.  I  am  heartily  willing  to  be 
juftified  by  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  alone,  and  to  be 
cleanfed  and  fanflified  by  his  Spirit ;  and  here  I  give 
up  myfclf  to  Chrift  as  my  only  Saviour.  And  this  I 
hope  is  throujjh  grace,  true  r«-penting  and  believing; 
which  God  will  accept,  for  Chri(l*8  ftkc,  whatever  my 
former  dcfefts  have  been. 

Tempt.  2.  But,  faith  the  tempter,  "  Thy  repentance 
cannot  be  true ;  for  thy  heart  is  not  broken,  and  thine 
eyes  do  not  flied  tears  for  fin." 

Anf.  It  is  my  very  great  burden,  and  conftantcom* 
plaint  to  God,  that  1  cannot  attain  to  a  greater  mea* 
furc  of  forrow  and  contrition  for  fin  \  but  yet  it  is  my 
comfort  that  repentance  is  not  to  be  confined  to  fuch 
degrees  and  fymptoms  of  forrows  as  fome  do  get  at* 
1  hope,  I  can  fay  through  grace,  that  my  heart  is  fct 
againft  all  fin  great  and  fmall,  and  I  would  give  all  I 
have  in  the  world  to  be  wholly  delivered  from  fin. 

Tempts  3.  Saith  the  tempter,  "  But  thy  day  of  grace 
is  paO ,  it  is  too  late  for  thee  to  think  of  repenting  or 
believing ;  God  will  not  accept  of  thee  now." 

Anf,  But  1  hope  it  is  not  fo  with  me,  feeing  God 
gives  me  a  heart  that  pants  after  God  and  Chrilt  in  the 
way  of  commanded  duty.  The  offers  of  falvation 
through  Chrift  are  made  to  all  who  believe  and  repent ; 
and  late  penitents  are  not  excluded  from  the  benefits  of 
thefe  gracious  offers  more  than  others. 

Tempt,  3.  But,  faith  the  tempter,  "  Thou  art  none 
of  God's  eleft  ;  and,  if  thou  be  not  chofcn  to  falvation, 
thou  cannot  be  faved." 

Anfi  Secret  things  belong  unto  God,  and  it  were 
prefumption  in  me  to  pry  into  his  fecret  degrees^  b*t 
one  thing  I  am  fure  of,  that  every  foul  that  is  chofen  to 
faith  and  repentance,  is  alfo  choien  to  falvation  ;  b«t  I 
trufl  God  hath  chofen  me  to  the  former,  and  therefore 
to  the  latter. 

TempU 
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Tempt. ^.  Bixt,  faith  the  tempter,  "  You  ovcr- 
'^alue  your  ^acc$  and  duties,  and  fo  they  cannot  be 
mrae  and  real.*'    ^ 

Anf.  But  I  count  them  all  but  lofi  and  dung  in  c^m- 
T>ariC;>n  of  Chrilt.  I  defire  always  to  be  d::eply  liura- 
lled  undei*  a  fenfe  of  my  finfulnefs  and  unAVorthinefsy 
and  to  abhor  every  motion  tbit  would  carry  me  away 
Apm  Cbrift  and  his  ri^hteoufnefa,  and  would  tempt  nie. 
"90  relv  on  my  graces  or  duties,  or  put  them  in  the  leaft- 
Sn  Chrift's  room. 

Tempi.  6.  "  The  iffue  of  thy  ficknefs  may  be  death* 
^nd  thou  art  not  ready,  for  thou  haft  no  aflurance  of 
Cby  lalvation.'' 

Aaf,  A  perfeft  certainty  is  not  to  be  expelled  here : 
^here  will  be  ftill  fo-ne  queftionin^s  iomc  doubts  an'd 
:Sear8 ;  but  thefe  I  refolve  not  to  indulge  now,  but  to 
Isreak  through  all,  that  I  may  embrace  Chrift,  and  be 
^bund  in  him.  The  de fires  of  my  foul  are  to  Chrift, 
^nd  the  remembrance  of  his  name ;  and  fuch,  I  believe. 
2ie  will  not  futfer  to  perifti*  ^'  I  believe.  Lord,  help 
Msiy  unbelief." 

Tempt*  7.  •*  But  thou  art  a  ftranger  to  the  invifibic 
Xrorld  ;  how  wilt  thou  adventure  into  that  world  of 
:Cpirits,.  with  which  thou  h/ift  fo  little  acquaintance  ?" 

An/.  But  Chrift,  who  is  my  Head  and  beft  friend, 
ms  no  ftranger  to  it  ^  he  is  the  Lord  of  that  laud,  and 
provides  manGons  for  all  his  people  there  \  and  he  will 
ircccive  every  one  of  them  home,  and  lodge  them  f^fe- 
ly.  "  The  fpirits  of  j aft  men  made  perfefl,"  were 
once  what  my  fpirit  now  is ;  they  were  ftrangers  to  that 
xxrorld  before  they  came  to  it,  as  well  as  I.  Uut  their 
Siead  being  in  it,  encouraged  them  to  go  to  it ;  and 
DOW  they  rejoice  in  it  as  the  kindly  dwelling  place  of 
all  the  faints. 

Tempt*  8.  **  But  thou  art  vile,  and  God  is  infinitely 
pure  and  glorious ;  how  canft  thoti  think  of  approach- 
ing fo  near  to  him  l^ 

Anf.  Though  a  weak  eye  be  not  able  to  look  upon 
the  fuD,  yet  I  hope  to  be  fitted  and  ftrengthened  for  that 
glorious  fight.  B^fides,  God  doth  now  appear  to  us  in 
his  Son  Jefus  Chrift,  where  his  infinitp  glory  is  plea-- 
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fantly  ▼eiled  fo  as  faints  may  behold  him.  Thefe-glo* 
rified  fouls  were  once  vile  as  well  as  others;  but  their 
Siviour  did  cleanfe  them,  and  prcfent  them  to  the  Fa- 
ther without  fpot  or  wrinkle.  And,  whatever  be  my 
unworthincfs,  I  am  relieved  by  confidering  my  union 
with  Chriflf  and  looking  on  the  glory  and  dignity  of 
my  Head*  Surely  God  will  not  defpife  the  members 
of  his  dear  Son,  nor  tran^ple  on  any  that  are  his  fltlh 
and  bones. 

Tempt-  9.  *«  Eut  what  will  become  of  thy  wife  and 
children,  when  thoii  art  taken  from  them  ?*' 

jfnji  If  I  truft  God  fo  willir.gly  with  my  foul  and 
my  tternal  concerns,  why  may  I  n:t  truft  him  with  my 
relations  alfo  ?  Have  not  I  (cen  how  wonderfully  he 
hath  provided  for  others  ?  Doth  not  every  thing  in  the 
world  depend  on  his  will  and  p'reafure  ?  How  cafy  is  it 
then  for  God  to  fupply  his  own  ? 

Tempt.  10.  **  but  IHU  death  is  terrible  to  nature, 
CTcn  the  king  of  terrors.'* 

jIk/.  But  niv  Redeemer  hath  tafted  death  for  me,  and 
taken  cut  its  /earful  fting ;  he  hath  conquered  death, 
and  keeps  the  keys  of  de.ith  and  hell.  Wherefore, 
through  him  will  1  fmg,  "  O  death,  where  is  thy  fting  t 
O  grave,  where  is  thy  viflory  r'' 

T*»ft.  M.  **  But  it  is  leirible  to  th'nfc  of  appear- 
in  ji  bfiorc  G Oil's  nil  una i  to  be  iried  anc  judged." 

^if.K  l*ut  mv  friend  and  interceiTur  wili  be  the  judge 
there.  \V  til  Chi  ill  condemn  the  members  of  his  own 
body,  and  th<  fe  he  h.-th  fo  often  ccmiorted? 

Vut.  bttu'c?  ail  tl.;l1\  a  i.ch  Gcd  n"ay  fomc  times 
fi;!ycr  ;hf  t;iv.',^trr  to  ;v»i' uit  his  cwr.  people  in  time  of 
thtir  rt^•;C\^^  •«  V'lh  hi>  t^ciy  riarts  ind  his  tcrceft  Ini' 
tciirj:  ri\c*«'^''?»  4^*^'h  ,\s  tvivptAtion?  to  ath^ifm^  blaf*- 
phriv.T*  I'.n'j  «.T»  c?^o.  u  lure  by  their  icu!s  may  be  terribly 
ihsLcn  ^)Ki  UMC  ;;m.)Scd. 

\cvT  ulut\  m  thi>  i\;u\  i?  to  !o.k  to  your  Head,  and 
rtmcn^btr  l^^w  1 1  x^  jis  huv.icU  buttvtto  by  this  enemy, 
ami  ,:tV^v.lUvl  with  ti.c  n^  ;1  c.^ious  temptations,  that  he 
nv^ht  tlcicby  j,c:  ;*.r,  c\jvt:i\u:.tA,  touch  ind  feeling  of 
\\>ur  ccxvl;l\on>  i«  culcr  to  lis  i\n*.p:::h  zing  with  you» 

and 
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and  relieving^  you  from  this  enemy,  whom  he  hath  at 
a^dy  conquered  in  your  name.  But  for  thefe  diingg 
2ic  will  be  enquired  of  by  the  houfe  of  Ifrael.  Yoii 
snufl:  a£t  faith  on  your  exalted  head. 


CHAP.  IV. 

Containing  Jimefpecia/  direBions  to  unregeneraie  perjbns 
when  ajpiBed  withjicknefs  or  otherwi/e. 

<3)iRECT.  I.  Take  a  ferious  view  of  the  fiiferable  con* 
dition  of  a  Chriillcfs  perfon,  under  ficknefs  ot  heavy 
affli£lion« 

ly?,  ^^ONSIDER  the  vaft  difference  between  your 
\^  cafe  and  that  of  a  true  believer;  he  hath 
{pround  of  confolation  in  the  greateft  diftrefs,  but  you 
lave  none.  However  (harp  the  rod  of  correftion  be 
^to  him,  yet  it  is  in  the  hand  of  a  Fattier  ;  but  you  have 
to  do  with  an  angry  and  fin-revenging  God ;  and,  who 
jnay  (land  in  his  fight  if  once  he  be  angry ;  for  he  com- 
jnands  both  the  fir(l  and  the  fecond  death,  and  he  caii 
fend  you  both  into  the  grave  and  hell  at  once,  Rev.  vu 
8.  "  Hell  followed  the  pale  horfe."  Death  is  the  king  of 
terrors,  but  hell  is  a  thoufand  times  mere  terrible.  W  hen 
God  afflidls  his  children,  he  ftnnd^  to  them  in  the  re- 
lation of  a  loving  Father  ;  but  he  deals  wiih  you  as  an 
incenfed  judge.  Though  he  fees  it  neceffary,  for  their 
good,  to  chaftife  them,  yet  he  doth  it  with  a  relenting 
heart ;  yea,  every  ftroke  goeth  as  it  were  td  his  heart, 
Ifa.  Ixiii.  9.  **  In  all  their  afflidions  he  was  affli£ted.'* 
But  when  he  arifeth  to  puniih  his  enemies,  he  (Irikes 
them  with  hatred  and  deilation,  as  a  man  would  do  to 
a  toad  or  venomous  creature.  Though  they  cry  he  hath 
no  pity,  Prov.  i.  26.  "  I  will  laugh  at  your  calamityi 
and  mock  when  your  fear  cometh." 

2dly^  If  yoi^r  ficknefs  threaten  you  with  death,  what 
a  dark  and. melancholy  profped  muft  you  have  of  your 

Vol.  I-  O  approachiu^ 
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apptoaching  change  ?  Why^  O  Chriftlcfs  foul,  it  H 
what  you  arc  wholly  unprepared  for.  The  old  houfe 
falls  down  about  yout  ears,  before  you  have  another 
lodging  provided.  When  death  cafts  you  to  the  door, 
you  have  no  where  to  lay  your  head,  unlefs  it  be  on 
a  bed  of  fire  and  brimilone.  O  how  furprlfing  and 
fearful  will  the  change  be,  that  death  will  make  on 
jou  !  A  chnnge  from  earth  to  hell,  from  light  to  dark- 
nefs  from  comforts  to  terrors,  from  hope  to  defpair, 
from  the  offers  of  grace  to  the  revelation  of  wrath  ;  a 
change  from  the  fociety  of  the  faints  on  earth,  to  the 
company  of  the  damned  in  hell.  Whatever  fond  hopes 
of  faFvation  you  have  now,  your  hope  (hall  lead  you  no 
further  than  to  the  king  of  terrors,  and  then  **  your  hope 
(hall  be  cut  off,  rnd  your  truft,  like  a  fpidcr's  web,*'  Job 
viii.  14*  Though  it  cofl  you  much  pains  to  weave  and 
fupport  this  web  now,  it  will  prove  a  weak  and  Sender 
defence  to  your  foul,  when  death  comes  with  the  befom 
of  deilru£lion,  and  fweeps  both  you  and  it  away  to 
hell.  You  will  then  be  taken  from  all  the  means  of 
grace  you  have  abufed,  and  be  for  ever  deprived  of  an 
opportunity  of  buying  oil ;  your  lamp  (hall  go  out  at 
death,  and  never  be  lighted  any  more. 

3«  In  this  extremity,  you  haye  no  where  to  look  to 
for  comfort.  O  Chriftlcfs  (inner,  what  will  you  do  in 
the  day  of  vi(itation  ?  To  whom  will  you  flee  for  help  ? 
Your  houfes,  your  lands,  your  money,  your  honours, 
your  companions,  your  relations,  will  all  be  miferable 
comforters  to  you.  Every  thing  will  look  black  and 
difmal  round  about  you.  If  you  look  without  you  for 
help,  you  may  fee  your  friends  weeping  and  lamenting 
your  cafe  -,  but  this  will  do  nothing  but  increafe  your 
vexation  and  mifery.  If  you  look  within  you  for  re- 
lief,  confcience,  that  before  you  would  not  fuffer  to 
fpeak,  will  meet  you  with  bitter  ftings  and  upbraidings* 
It  will  bring  to  your  view  the  (ins  you  had  forgot,  the 
time  you  have  mifpent,  the  health  you  have  mifinw 
proven,  the  ©(Fers  of  grace  you  have  refufed,  the  great 
falvation  you  have  neglefted.  What  folly  was  it  for 
thee  to  provoke  God  and  flight  Chrift,  for  a  little 
worldly  profit,  or  a  little  brutilh  pleafore  i  Can  theiie 

relieve 
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Tclicve  thee  when  the  arrows  of  the  Almighty  ftick 
within  thee,  and  the  terrors  of  God  do  fet  themfelvcs 
in  array  againft  thy  foul  ?  In  the  mean  time,  the  devil 
that  tempted  you  to  your  foul-ruining  courfe,  will  ftep 
in  and  reprefent  your  fins  in  their  blackeft  colours  unci 
aggravations,  to  render  you  altogether  hopeiefs  and  def- 
perate.  O  (inner,  thou  that  refufcft  reft  from  Chrift, 
in  the  day  of  health' and  grace,  (halt  find  no  rafe  fyom 
the  creature  in  the  day  of  ficknefs  and  death.  Your 
ficknefs  will  allow  no  reft  to  your  body,  and  your  fins 
wiil  permit  no  eafe  to  your  foul.  You  may  exped  the 
fulfilling  of  that  threatening,  Deut.  xxviii.  63.  "  The 
Lord  (hall  give  thee  a  trembling  heart,  failing  of  eyes, 
and  forrow  of  mind.  And  thy  life  (hall  hang  In  doubt 
before  thee,  and  thou  (halt  have  fear  day  and  night.  In 
the  morning  thou  (halt  fay,  would  to  God  it  were  even  ? 
and  at  even,  thou  (halt  fay,  would  to  God  it  were  morn- 
ing/' bccaufe  of  the  pain  of  thy  body,  and  anguilh  of 
thy  fpirit. 


Direct.  II.  Let  unregenerate  Perfons  carefully  im- 
prove their  (icknefs  and  afHi£%ion,  as  means  to  fur- 
ther tl^eir  Converfion  \  and  pray  that  God  may 
blefs  it  for  that  end. 

MANY  have  begun  their  apquaiptance  with  God 
axid  with  themfelves  in  the  time  of  afflidtion  ;    the 
furnace  is  frequently  the   fpirit's   work  hoiafe   where 
he  forms  his  veiTels  of  praife.     There  arc  many  whp, 
^hiie  health  and  firength  continue,  mind  nothing  but 
vain  pleafUres  \  one  day  they  go  .to  their  games  and 
fports,    another    to   their   cups    and   lafcivious  com- 
pany ;  another  day  to  vifit  their  friends  \  and  thus  they 
fpend  the  whole  time  of  their  health  and  profperiry 
in  fin  and  vanity.     All  the  warnings,  counfels  and  ex- 
hortation of  parents,  friends  and  minifters  do  them 
no  good.     They  cannot  endure  to  entertain  a  fcrious 
thought  pf  God  or  Chtift,  of  death,  ^f  heaven,  of  hell, 
or  judgment  to  come.    But,  ^en  God  doth  ca(t  theni 
O  2*  "vcv\.<:> 
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into  (icknefs  or  fome  great  affliflion,  they,  through  &^ 
bltfling  of  God,  b:^in  to  come  to  themfelves,  hke  tb^ 
prodigal,  and  think  of  Tcturnin}2r  again  to  their  father 
Several  inftances  to  this  purpofe  might  be  given.  Th* 
Earl  of  Rochefter  is  a  late  one,  whofe  life  was  notori 
cufly  lewd,  profane  and  atheiflical,  and  who  had  wick- 
edly employed  his  wit  and  parts  to  the  ridicule  of  reli* 
gion ;  yet,  when  he  was  afRified  with  pain  and  fick« 
nefs,  and  brought  to  the  gates  of  death,  he  began  tc 
entertain  quite  other  apprehenfions  than  he  had  dontf 
before;  he  profeflid  he  had  frrious  and  revereal 
thoughts  of  religion  and  holinefs,  uhich  before  htf 
laughed  at ;  he  moft  earneftjy  and  afFe^lionately  wan^ 
cd  others  to  abandon  their  evil  courfes,  and  to  live  r©- 
ligioufly  and  foberly,  and  to  look  upon  religion  as  tbfl 
greateit  reality  in  the  world  ;  he  retracted  all  his.  im* 
pious  and  profane  language,  wherewith  he  ufcd  to  re- 
flect on  the  ways  of  godiinefs,  and  willingly  atteftedi 
all  this  under  his  hand. 

Pray  then  for  the  Divine  bleffing  on  your  (icknefs^ 
that  it  may  contribute  to  the  converfion  of  your  foulp 
which  it  doth  feyeral  ways  :  ift,  By  opening  mens  eyes  UP 
get  a  true  fight  of  things,  to  behold  religion  in  its  true 
ih ape,  and  fm  in  its  proper  colours  ;  hence  the  rod  is  faid 
to  give  wifdom,  Prov.  xxix.  15 .  They  who  have  mocked 
at  religion,  and  matle  liglit  of  fm  all  their  days,  have 
been  taught  by  bodily  ficknefs  to  change  their  tune. 
Then  they  begin  to  have  an  clleem  for  the  Bible,  and 
to  value  and  fend  for  a  picus  minifter,  and  to  defire  the 
prayers  of  the  people  of  God  ;  now  they  perceive  fio  to 
be  "jitter  as  gall  and  wormwood  j  they  lothe  and  abhor 
that  which  they  liked  before ;  now  the  word  of  God 
makes  a  deep  impreflion  on  them,  and  particularly  fuch 
a  word  as  that,  Jer.  ii.  19.  "  Know  t^«ercfore  and  fee 
that  it  ib  an  evil  tiling  .md  bitter,  that  thou  haft  for* 
faken  the  Lord  thy  God." 

2,  Sicknefs  helps  to  fct  the  word  pteached  home 
upon  the  heart.  \Vhcn  God  fpeaks  to  us  in  the  day  <rf 
health  and  profperity,  we  often  give  him  a  deaf  ear, 
Jcr.  xxii.  21.     But  when  dilt^rcfs  come?,  it  brings  the 

woid 
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word  of  God  and  his  minifteTS  to  our  remembrance,  as 
it  brought  Jofeph  to  the  remembrance  of  his  brethren. 
Gen.  xlii.  2i« 

3.  Sickncfs  contributes  to  loofc  a  man's  heart  from 
tte  world,  ;:nd  to  cool  his  love  thereto  ;  whereby  a  great 
hindrance  of  converfion  is  removed  out  of  the  way,  and 
the  man  is  made  to  fay,  *•  How  vain  and  helplcfs  are 
the  world's  comforts  to  me  now  !  Thofe  things  I  de- 
lighted in  formerly,  are  taftelefs  to  me  at  this  time* 
There  is  no  portioa  can  fuit  my  foul's  needs,  but  God 
himfclf." 

4.  It  fpurs  a  man  on  to  prayer  that  formerly  nc- 
gleflcd  it.  When  the  prodigal  is  brought  to  diftrefs^ 
he  fays,  "  I  will  arife  and  go  to  my  Father."  He  for- 
got his  father  before,  but  now  he  will  addrefs  him, 
Hof.  Y.  15.  "  In  their  affll<f\ion  they  will  ftek  me  ear- 
ly" Thus  the  Lord  frequently  begins  and  piomotes 
the  converfion  of  fouls  to  himfeif.  And,  ()  iinner,  if 
this  be  the  fruit  of  thy  ficknefs,  it  will  not  be  unto  death, 
but  the  glory  of  God. 


Direct.  III.      Be  careful  to  obey  God's  voice  in  the 
Rod,  and  beware  of  flighting  it. 

Every  ficknefs  hath  a  meifige  from  God,  and  his 
^pice  you  ought  to  hearken  to  with  reverence  and  atten- 
^^on,  Mic.  vi  9.  What  faith  he  to  you  at  this  time  ? 
^  fmner,  he  faith,  "  Retire  from  the  world,  think  on 
^^th  and  eternity,  abhor  thofc  lult .  and  idols  which 
^od  is  fmiting  you  for,  flee  fpeediiy  to  the  ftroig-hold  ; 
^^pcnt  and  be  converted,  that  your  fins  may  be  blotted 
^^t."  This  is  God*s  voice  to  you,  and  confider  how 
Provoking  it  will  be  to  him,  if  you  flight  it. 

1.  Yon  will  provoke  God  to  flight  your  voice  when 
yon  cry  to  him,  and  ftop  his  ear  agamil  the  voice  of 
7our  fupplications,  Zech.  vii.  13. 

2.  You  will  provoke  God  to  ceafe  from  being  a  re- 
cover to  you,  fo  that  he  will  fpeak  to  you  no  more. 

3.  You  will  provoke  him  to  bring  heavier  judgments 
^  you;  yea,  fo  to  draw  his  fword  of  juftice  againft 
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you,  that  he  will  (heath  it  up  no  more,  as  he  threatens, 
Ezek.  ^xi.  5. 

4*  God  may  break  cfF  all  intercourfe  and  corre- 
fpondcnce  with  you,  as  with  thofe,  Ezek.  xx.  3  r.  ««  As 
I  live,  faith  the  Lord  God,  1  will  not  be  rnquired  of 
by  you  " 

5.  He  may  feal  you  up  for  ever  under  your  fin?,  >^ 
bardnefs  and  pollution  j  and  fay  ta  you,  as  fome  we 
read  of,  Ezek.  xxiv.  13.  Hof.  iv.  7.  Rev.  xxii.  i  r.  "  Be- 
caufe  I  have  purged  thee,  and  thou  waft  not  purged, 
thou  (halt  not  be  purged  from  thy  filthinefs  any  more, 
till  I  have  caufed  my  fury  to  reft  upon  thee.  Ephraim 
is  joined  to  his  idols,  let  him  alone.  He  that  is  filthy 
let  him  be  filthy  ftill.'*  He  that  is  hardened  againft 
the  voice  cf  my  rodf,  let  him  be  hardened  ftill.  Well, 
then,  O  finners,  while  God  is  in  fpeaking  terms  with 
you,  hearken  to  his  voice,  and  obey  it ;  fay.  Lord, 
•*    What  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do  ?*' 


Direct.  IV.  Caft  back  your  eyes  upon  the  Sins  of 
your  bypaft  life,  and  labour  to  be  deeply  humbled 
for  them  before  the  Lord. 

SEEING  you  are  fummcned  to  prepare  for  going  to 
the  judgment  feat  of  God,  whrre  your  foul  is  to  re- 
ccive  its  final  fentence  ;  labour  to  prevent  the  terror  of 
that  appearance,  by  your  judging  yourfclf  before-hand^ 
And  this  you  muft  do,'  by  fummoning  yourfelf  before 
the  bar  of  confcitnce,  examining  narrowly  into  your 
(late,  accufipg  and  condemning  yourfetf  for  your  fins* 
And  fee  that  you  be  impartial  in  this  work,  willing  to 
"know  the  truth,  and  diftover  the  worft  of  your  cafe. 
You  muft  fee  and  be  duly  fenfible  of  your  danger, 
otherwife  ycu  cannot  think  to  cfcape  it.  Take  a  nar- 
row view  of  your  fms  in  their  nature,  nun-bcr,  aggra- 
vations, and  defervings.  And,  in  order  to  this,  if  thou 
haft  any  mcafure  of  ftrength  for  it,  let  the  expofition  ti 
the  ten  commandments  in  our  Larger  Catechifm  b?  dif- 
tinQly  read  over  unto  thee*    Klake  a  paufe  upon  every 
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queftion,  and  fay  within  thyfclf,  **  Have  I  not  omitted 
what  is  here  required  by  God  ?  And,  have  I  not  com* 
mitted  what  is  here  forbidden  by  God  ?  How  often  have 
I  repeated  thefe  (ins  ?  How  long  have  i  lived  in  the 
practice  of  them  ?  O  !  do  not  fo  many  years  fins  need 
a  very  ferious  repentance,  a  very  deep  humiliation  ?  02 
doth  not  fuch  a  vile  finner  as  1,  (land  greatly  in  need  of 
Chrid  to  be  my  cautioner  and  ranfomer  for  fuch  a  vaflb 
number  of  fins  ?  Will  not  tlieir  weight  prefs  me  eter- 
nally down  to  the  loweit  hell,  if  they  remain  unpar- 
doned^ and  be  laid  upon  my  back  ?"  Wherefore  view 
them  clofcly,  and  confcfs  them  particularly  before  God. 

1.  In  the  firft  place,  bewail  thy  original  fin,  the 
fountain  of  all  thy  adlual  tranfgreffiong,  as  did  David, 
PCal.  li.  5.  **  Behold  I  was  (hapen  in  iniquity,  and  m 
fin  did  my  mother  conceive  me." 

2.  Acknowledge  and  mourn  over  the  finful  out- 
breakings  of  thy  life,  whereby  thou  haft  diihonoured 
God,  and  grieved  his  Holy  Spirit  \  and  efpecially  fins 
againft  light. 

3.  Be  humbled  for  thy  fins  of  omiflion,  for  negleft- 
ing  of  commanded  duties,  particularly  for  the  negk£l 
of  prayer  in  fecret,  and  of  family-religion. 

4.  Mourn  for  the  lofs  of  precious  time*  Alas  for 
the  time  of  youth  mif  fpent,  many  Sabbath-days  trifled 
away! 

5.  Lament  thy  long  flighting  of  Chrift,  and  falvation 
through  his  righteoufnefs,  which  fo  prefl[ingly  hath  been 
offered  to  thee  in  the  gofpel. 

6.  Bewail  thy  ftifling  the  conviftions,  and  quenching 
the  motions  of  the  Spirit,  and  thereby  provoking  him 
to  depart  from  you- 

7»  Mourn  for  thy  iinthankfulnefs  to  God  for  mercies 
and  deliverances,  which  might  have  allured  you  to  re- 
pentance and  newnefs  of  life. 

8,  Confefs  thy  ftubbornnefs  under  former  afflidtions, 
which  hath  provoked  God  to  fend  new  trials  upon  you* 

9.  Be  humbled  for  thy  earthly  mindednefs,  in  that 
thou  haft  all  thy  days  been  careful  and  cumbered  about 
many  things,  and  halt  neglected  the  one  thing  necef- 
fary» 
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lo.  Mourn  for  the  latenefs  of  thy  repentancei  aftd 
Ay  prodigious  fo^iy  in  delayinpr  fo  long  to  bethink  thjr^-* 
fclf,  and  turn  to  the  Lord.     •*  0\\  how  unwifely  har'  ^B 
I  aftcd,  to  mis-fpcnd  the  time  of  health,  and  delay  C^^ 
^preat  a  work  till  now,  that  I  am  laid  on  a  fick*bed        • 
And  no'v,  if  I  die  before  I  am  converted,  I  am  loft  fo^-   i 
ever.     O  Lord,  I  am  aihamed  and  confounded  at  m   ^^ 
madnefs  and  folly,  and  have  no  excufe  to  plead  for  m^^^- 
felf,  but  muft  ftand  afar  off,   with  the  poor  publicai^^> 
and  Tnite  upon  my  breaft,  and  cry,  *•  God  be  mercifu 
to  me  a  finner." 


Direct.  V,  Flee  prcfently  to  Jefus  Chrift  by  a  tru-  -=^ 
faith,  and  clofe  with  him  as  offered  to  you  in  th  -^ 
gofpeh 


ART  thou  fenfible,  O  finner,  of  thy  grievous 
and  iil-defervings  before   God  ?  then  do  not  defpair 
for  Jefus  Chriit,  who  hath  oflfered  to  Divine  jufttce  ai 
all-fufficient  facrifice  for  (in,  is  offering  himfclf  to  thee 
faying,  O  diftrefled  (inner,  "  Look  untb  mc  and 
faved  5  turn  unto  me,  why   will  you  die  ?  Come  UBt^c^ 
me,  heavy-laden  foul,  and  I  will  give  you  reft.     H  *^s 
that  cometh  to  me,  1   will  in  nowife  caft  out."     Wi^  ^ 
not  fo  gracious  words,    fuch  moving  calls,  melt  th'y 
heart  within  thee,  and  make  thee  cry  to  him,  "  Lor^ 
Jefus,  I  flee  to  thee  as  my  refuge,  for  deliverance  from 
iin,  and  proteftion  from  the  wrath  to  come  ;  I  look  t<^ 
thy  wounds,  I  truft  in  thy  righteoufnefs,  I  depend  o^ 
thy  merit,  I  lie  at  thy  feet,  and  this  I  am  refolded  to  ^^ 
as  long  as  1  have  a  breath  to  draw  in  the  world." 
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Direct*  IV^,     Call  for  the  Eklers  of  the  Church,  that 
tibey  may  pray  over  you  in  your  Sickucfs* 

THI3  is  ^  Apoft^^  James's  diTe£ki:on$  to  the  (ick, 
James  v.  1 4.  He  doth  not  fay,  if  any  be  (ick|  let'  him 
fend  fpr  the  phyficians,  but  for  the  elders  or  minifters. 

It  U  true^  phyficians  are  to  be  called,  but  not  in  the 
firft  place.  It  was  Ala's  fault,  that  in  his  difeafe  he 
ibyght  not  to  the  l^ord,  but  to  the  phyficiang ;  and, 
alas  !  how  many  follow  his  example?  miniiters  are  only 
caUcd  for  in  the  laft  place,  and  very  often  when  the  time 
\%  paft,  the  fick  being  at  the  point  of  death,  an'i  fcarcc 
capable  to  fpeak  or  hear.  But  if  you  defirc  10  rt^ap  be- 
nefit by  the  ioftru^ions  and  prayers  of  minifters,  call 
for  them  timeoufly,  and  open  your  cafe  uato  them  j  feek 
their  counfcl,  and  beg  for  their  prayers.  It  is  tlieir 
office  to  teach  and  pray  fox  you,  and  they  have  autho- 
rity to  offer  faivation  to  you  through  Chrift,  and  to  mi- 
nifter  comfort  to  them  that  are  caft  down  5  wherefore 
a  Ueffing  may  be  e.xpcded  on  their  adminiftrations  and 
performances  more  than  others.  Hence  God  f  lid  to 
Abimelech  of  Abraham,  "Gen.  xx.  7.  **  He  is  a  prophet, 
and  he  fliall  pray  for  thee."  And  to  Job's  friends,  con- 
cerning Job,  Job  xlii  8.  •*  Goto  my  fervant  Job,  and 
he  fhall  pray  for  you,  for  him  will  I  accept  j  kit  that  I 
deal  with  you  after  your  folly."     And, 

Laftly^  Remember,  that  as  the  apoftle  James  enjoins 
the  fick  to  call  for  the  elders  to  pri^y  over  them,  fo  at 
the  fame  time  lie  direds  you,  James  v.  16.  to  confefs 
your  faults  one  to  another,  Chrillian  to  Chrillian,  one 
friend  to  another,  the  people  to  their  niiniller.  Not 
ihat  this  gives  any  warrant  for  the  PapKU  their  auricu- 
lar confcfljons,  which  they  force  upon  all  men,  to  their 
pritftp,  as  a  fatisfa61:ion  for  fin,  and  whereby  they  rack 
their  confciences  (when  they  feel  no  diftrefs)  to  confefs 
their  molt  fecret  fins,  to  enumerate  thtm  all  under  pain 
of  damnation,  and  which  they  ufe  as  a  politic  to  dive 
into  the  fecrets  of  princes,  flates,  and  all  private  per- 
sons :  but,  as  Luther,  Calvin,  Beza,  and  many  others  of 
orthodox  divines  do  teach,  it  is  very  profitable  and  ne- 
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ceflary  for  thofe  that  are  inwardly  troubled  with  a  lenfis 
of  their  (ins,  to  eafe  and  difburdcn  their  confcienc^d^ 
by  confei&on  of  them  to  the  faithful  minifters  of  Chrift^ 
in  order  to  their  receiving  fuitable  counfels  and  confo- 
lations  from  them,  fuch  as  Chrift  had  left  in  his  word 
for  contrite-hearted  penitents. 

Thus  let  every  man  in  ficknefs  ufe  all  appointed  means 
for  preparing  his  foul  for  a  future  ftate.  Thy  prepara- 
tion win  by  no  means  haften  death,  but  fweeten  it  to 
you.  Death  mud  furely  have  a  mod  formidable  afped 
to  an  unprepared  (inner  -,  he  may  falute  it,  as  Ahab  did 
Elijah.  *•  Haft  thou  found  me,  O  mine  enemy  ?**  Why? 
it  brings  heavy  and  doleful  tidings  to  him.  But  a  pre- 
pared foul  may  falute  death,  welcome,  O  my  friend  ! 
thou  bringeft  me  tidings  of  great  joy  ;  everlafting  de- 
liverance from  (in,  and  all  the  bitter  fruits  of  it.  I  (hall 
never  complain  of  thefe  any  more. 


CHAP.      V. 

Cantaining  direHlons  to  the  p^ple  of  God y  when  the  Lordis^ 
pleafed  to  'recover  them  /rem  Sulnefs  and  Dtftre/s, 

Direct.  I.  It  is  very  proper,  both  under  Ccknefs  and 
after  it,  to  examine  if  the  affli£^ion  be  fandified  to 
you,  and  hath  come  from  the  love  of  God. 

IT  would  be  very  comfortable  for  us  to  know  that 
the  affiiftions  which  God  vifits  us  with,  are  not  the 
punifliment  of  a  judge,  but  the  chaftifeirent  of  a  fa- 
ther ;  that  they  do  not  proceed  from  wrath,  but  from 
love  J  that  they  are  not  curfes,  but  bleffings  to  us.  Now 
the  beft  way  of  knowing  this  is  by  the  eflfeds  which 
they  work  and  produ<;ie  in  us,  through  the  bleffing  of 
God. 

I .  Canft  thou  fay,  that  thy  affliAion  hath  humbled 
thee  in  the  light  of  God,  and  made  thee  confefs  and 
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liewail  thy  fins  and  ftrayings  from  God  as  the  procuring 
caufe  thereof?  hath  it  been  like  Mofes's  rod,  that  fmote 
Ac  roclc,  and  brought  out  much  water  ?  Did  you  water 
your  couch  with  tears,  and  mourn  humbly  before  God 
lor  all  thy  God-provoking  fins  ?  then  it  is  a-  good  fign 
£cknefs  is  fan£lified. 

2.  Doth  thy  affliflion  drive  thee  nearer  God,  and 
caufe  thee  aim  at  clofer  communion  with  God  in  duty 
than  formerly,  faying,  ^*  however  carelefs  and  overly  I 
have  been  in  duty  in  time  paft,  it  is  furely  good  for  me 
sow  to  draw  near  to  God  ?''  Then  thy  ficknefs  is  a 
blefling  to  thee.  * 

3.  AfflifSion  is  fandified,  when  the  corruption  and 
•deceitfulnefs  of  the  heart  is  the  more  difcovered  and  laid 
open  to  the  view  of  the  foul ;  fo  as  the  man  is  made  to 
abhor  himfelf  in  dud  and  afhes,  and  cry  out  as  the  leper, 
**  unclean,  unclean."  I  never  could  have  thought  my 
heart  fo  wicked  as  now  I  fee  it. 

4.  It  is  a  fanflified  ficknefs  that  purgeth  the  heart, 
and  changcth  the  life,  and  gives  a  dead  ftroke  to  thy 
fins  and  idols,  and  makes  thee  to  lothe  and  abhor  them 
more  than  ever,  faying,  with  Ephraim,  "  What  have  f 
to  do  any  more  with  idols  ?" 

5.  It  is  a  bleffed  rod,  when  grace  is  more  quickened 
and  ftirred  up  thereby,  iand  the  man  turns  uiore  fruitful 
in  holy  duties  and  good  works  ;  when  it  is  a  budding 
and  bloflbming  rod,  like  to  Aaron's,  Numb.  xvii.  It  is 
recorded  there  of  Aaron's  rod,  that  it  brought  forth 
buds,  bloomed  blofToms,  and  yielded  almonds*  So  ic 
is  happy  with  us,  when  our  rods  and  fickneifes  do  pro- 
duce HI  us,  not  only  the  buds  of  a  profeffion,  or  the 
bloifoms  or  feme  beginnings  of  a  reformations,  but 
even  caufe  us  to  yield  almonds,  fruit  favoury  to  God. 
Is  confcience  become  more  tender  with  refpeft  to  fin  I 
Are  we  more  jealous  over  our  hearts  ?  Are  we  more 
fervent  in  prayer,  more  lively  in  praife,  more  mortified 
to  the  world,  more  defirous  of  communion  with  God  ? 
then  may  we  fay  with  David,  "  It  is  good  for  us  that 
we  have  been  afHided ;"  and  with  Hezekiah,.**  thou 
haft,  in  love  to  my  foul,  delivered  it  from  the  pit  of 
corruption." 

P  a  DifiECT. 
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Direct.  IJ.  Make  confcicnee  of  offering  to  God  tht 
facrifice  of  Thankfgiving,  upon  faia  tecovering 
thcc  from  fickncfb,  or  any  diftrefsh 

THE  Pfalmift  gives  us  this  dircQidn  from  God,  Pf. 
1.  14,  15  ;  and  he  (hews  us  that  it  was  Vis  ojvn  pra£liic( 
in  fuch  a  cafe,  Pf.  cxvi.  17.  Pf.  ciii.  t,  2,  3*  Bee.  Thi 
command  is  juft,  let  lis  obey  it  •, — the  example  is  estcel- 
lent,  let  us  imitate  it.  Praife  is  comely  for  the  upright 
Here  I  (hall  give  fome  motives  and  advices* 

1.  God,  who  is  the  author  of  all  thy  mercies  an<i 
deliverances,  gives  you  tongues  for  this  very  end,  that 
you  may  blefs  and  praife  him  for  thofe  mercies,  Jamet 
ill.  9.  Hence  man  s  tongue  is  called  his  glory  above 
the  reft  of  the  creatures,  Pf.  Ivii.  8.  There  is  none  it 
the  creation  fo  endued  and  qualified  for  praifing  God  a( 
man  is.  Angels  have  reafon  and  minds  whereby  thej 
adore  and  admire  God's  goodnefs  and  excellency,  but 
have  no  tongues  to  praife  him  ;  beafts  have  tongue#; 
without  fpeech  or  reafon  to  ufe  them  :  but  man  hatfc 
both  reafon  and  fpeech,  that  he  may  both  admire  God'( 
goodnefs,  and  with  his  tongue  found  forth  God's  praife. 
See  then,  O  believer,  that  you  ufe  your  tongue  to  an« 
fwer  the  end  of  your  creation.  God  lofeth  his  due 
rent  of  praife  from  the  reft  of  the  world,  but  he  ex- 
pe£ts  it  from  his  children,  whom  he  hath  formed  foi 
this  end,  and  on  whom  he  hath  beftowed  many  diftin- 
guilhing  favours. 

2.  The  facrifice  of  thankfgiving  is  moft  plcafing  and 
acceptable  to  God.  He  loves  your  tears  and  prayers 
O  believer,  but  much  more  your  pfaifes.  How  wel 
plealfed  was  cur  Lord  with  the  poor  leper  Samaritan, 
that  retqrned  and  gave  him  thanks  for  curing  his  bodil) 
diftemper  ?  Luke  xvii.  He  difm.flTcd  him  with  a  fpeciai 
blefling,  and  cured  him  of  his  foul's  difeafes,  as  well  ti 
of  his  body's.     And,  therefore, 

3»  Confider  that  thankfulncfs  for  thy  mercies  receiv 
ed  is  a  more  profitable  courfe  for  yourfclf ;  for  it  is  the 
way  to  get  more  and  better  blefTings  beftowed  upor 
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you,  accordiflg  to  Pf,  IxtH.  5.6,  **  Let  the  people  praifc 
thee,  0  God*  Then  (hall  the  earth  yield  her  increafe; 
and  God,  even  our  own  God,  (hall  blefs  us."  Thanks- 
giving for  former  mercies  is  a  kindly  way  of  petition- 
ing for  new  fayours,  and  God  will  underlland  it  in  this 
fcafc. 

^  4.  God  is  fo  well  pleafed  with  the  duty  of  thankf- 
giving,  that  he  honours  it  to  be  the  eternal  work  of  hea- 
ren.  Whereas  other  graces,  fuch  as  faith,  hope,  and 
repentance,  will  then  be  melted  into  love  and  joy  for  e- 
ycr  J  fo  other  duties  of  worChip,  fuch  as  reading,  hear- 
ing, and  prayer,  will  then  be  changed  into  that  of  praife 
and  thankfgiving :  The  glorified  company  above  will 
never  be  weary  of  this  wprk  5  and  (hall  we  not  delight 
ill  it  now ;  when  God  is  calling  us  to  it  by  fo  many 
ne%»r  mercies  ? 

In  the  next  place,  that  thou  mayeft  offer  the  facrificc 
of  thankfgiving  to  God  for  thy  recovery,  with  gracious 
acceptance,  I  (hall  lay  before  you  the  following  advices: 

I .  Sec  that  your  heart  be  touched  with  the  fenfe  of 
the  greatnefs  of  the  mercy  and  of  the  goodnefs  of  God 
manifefted  therein.  We  muft  put  a  due  value  upon  our 
w^ercies,  and  have  our  hearts  affe6ted  with  Goi's  kind 
dealing  towards  us  in  them,  if  we  would  be  rightly 
thankful  to  God  the  author  of  them.  Hence  it  was 
that  David  called  upon  his  heart  and  all  within  him,  to 
^lefs  the  Lord  for  hii  benefits,  Pf.  ciii  i.  and  in  Pf. 
c^Xxviii.  f .  he  faith,  "  I  will  praife  thee  with  my  whole 
heart.'*  As^  in  an  inftrument  of  mufic,  the  more  the 
found  comes  out  of  the  belly  of  it,  it  is  the  more  fsvf et, 
fo  our  praife  is  the  more  acceptable  to  God,  when  the 
"Cart  is  full  of  gracious  aff:£lions. 

^.  Let  your  praile  be  the  native  refuit  of  faith  and 
fove  in  your  foul,  otherwife  it  will  be  bat  an  empty 
found*  Faith  is  neceflary  to  draw  by  the  veil,  and  (hew 
^s  the  perfedions  of  the  vifi:)le  God,  who  is  the  fpring 
^tid  author  of  all  our  mercies  ;  love  gives  a  d^ep  fenfc 
^f  his  goodnefs,  cnlargeth  the  heart  towards, God,  and 
^pcii^  the  lips  to  Ihow  forth  his  praifes. 

3.  Study  to  have  a  de«^p  fenfe  of  your  own  unworthi- 
nels  and  ill-defcrvings  at  the  Lord's  hand,  upon  the  ac- 
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enunt  of  your  (ins  and  ill- improTcment  of  fenner  delL* 
vrrancesy  faying,  with  Jacob*  Gen.  xxxii.  io»     **  I  ai^^ 
not  worthy  of  the  lead  of  all  thy  mercies.** 

4.  Look  sbove  inftruments  and  fecond  caufeSy  an^d 
do  not  afcribe  your  recovery  to  phyHcians  or  outwar^=^ 
means,  but  to  the  Lord,  the  prime  author  of  it,  whirf^S^ 
blcfling  alone  it  is  that  gives  efficacy  and  fuccels  to  th^^^ 
appointed  means,  and  by  whofe  mercy  only  wc  arc  fpai«— "^ 
cd  and  brought  back  from  the  gates  of  the  grave.     Tc— ■> 

this  the  Apoftle  attributes  Epaphroditus  his  recovery 1 

Phil.  ii.  -27.     ''  Indeed  he  was  (ick  nigh  unto  deadly  bua^  -^ 
God  had  mercy  on  him."     Hence  we  are  told,  rSain> 
ii.  6.     "  The  Lord  bringcth  down  to  the  grave,  anf — ^ 
bringeth  up." 

5.' Obferve  narrowly  the  remarkable  circumftancet  ol 
the  Lord's  goodnefs,  and  the  fwect  ingredients  of  thy 
mercies:  As,  for  inftance,  (i.)  How  difcemible 
Lord's  hand  was  in  tl.y  deliverance,  which  obligetltf^^ 
thee  to  fay,  Surely  this  is  the  finger  of  God  ?  This  i^^^ 
the  Lord's  doinjr,   and  it  is  marvellous  in  mine  eyco^  *- 
(2.)  How  thy  deliverance  came  to  thee  as  the  rctuni-== 
of  prayer,  that  makes  thee  fay,  Surely  he  is  a  prayer——' 
hearing  God.  (3.)  How  deliverances  came  when  thcrc=^ 
was  but  little  ground  to  hope  for  it.    See  how  Hezekiah 
obfciveJ  this  ingredient  in  his  recovery  from  (icknefs, 
Ifa.  xxxviii.  10.  11.  **l  faid  in  the  cutting  oiFof  my  daysi 
I  (liall  go  to  the  gates  of  the  grave  :  I  am  deprived  of  the 
refidue  of  my  years.  1  faid,  I  fhall  not  fee  the  Lord,'cvcn 
the  Lord  in  the  land  of  the  living:  I  (hall  behold  man  no 
more  with  the  inhabitantsof  the  world."  Vcr.  15.  "What 
(liall  I  fay  .?     He  hath  both  fpoken  to  me,  and  himfelf 
hath  done  it."  Some  times  God  fends  deliverances  to  bis 
people  when  they  are  mod  hoplefs,  and  faying  with  the 
captives  in  Babylon,  Ezek.xxxvii.  1 1.  **  Behold  our  bones 
arc  dried,  and  our  hopes  are  loft,  and  we  are  cut  off  for 
our  parts.     (4.)  Remeiriber  how  the  extremity  of  thy 
diftrefs  was  God's  opportunity  of  fending  relief.   Abnu- 
ham  never  forg:ot  the  feafonablenefs  of  God's  appitar- 
ing  for  him  in  his  extreme  need  upon  mount  Moriah, 
vhen  he  callfd  llie  name  of  the  place  Jehovah  Jireh, 
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for  prefcrving  the  memorial  of  it :  **  in  ths  mountain 
of  the  Lord  it  will  be  fcen."  So  doth  D.ivid,  Pfal.  cxxvi, 
**  I  was  brought  low  and  he  helped  me/' 

6.  Let  the  prefcnt  deliverance  bring  all  former  mer- 
cies to  thy  remembrance,  that  fo  thou  mayfft  praife 
God  for  them  all,  whether  they  be  national  or  perfonal 
mercies,  public  or  private,  fpiritual  or  temporal.  New 
mercies  fhould  revive  the  memory  of  the  old,  and  all 
of  them  (hould  come  above  board  at  fuch  a  time ;  fo 
tioth  the  Pfalmift  direft,  Pfal.  cv.  2.  *^  Sing  to  the 
Lord,  talk  ye  of  all  his  wondrous  works."  And  what 
he  direfts  others  to,  he  pra£tifeth  himfelf  in  fuch  a  cafe, 
Pfal.  cxvi.  12.  "  What  (hall  I  render  to  the  Lord  for  all 
his  benefits  towards  me  ?" 

7  Be  ready  to  communicate  to  others  an  account  of 
the  Lord's  kind  dealings  towards  you,  and  the  fweet  in- 
gredients of  his  mercies ;  and  particularly  of  his  fend- 
ing fpiritual  deliverance  to  your  foul,  as  well  as  outward 
deliverance  to  your  body',  when  he  is  pleafed  to  do  fo : 
and  do  this  in  order  to  recommend  the  fervice  of  God 
toothers,  and  to  engage  and  invite  them  to  aflitt  you 
inblcffing  and  praifing  the  Lord.  We  fee  how  David 
obferved  his  foul's  deliverance,  Pfal.  cxvi.  7,  8.  ^nd  de- 
clares his  experience  to  others,  Pfal.  xxii.  22.  **  1  will 
declare  thy  name  unto  my  brethren,  in  the  midft  of  the 
congregation  will  I  praife  thee."  Pfal.  Ixvi.  16.  *'  Come 
and  hear,  all  ye  that  fear  God,  and  I  will  declare  what 
he  hath  done  for  my  foul." 

Lajllyy  Remember  always  to  give  thanks  for  mercies 
to  the  Father  in  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  as 
dircfted,  Eph.  v.  20.  Your  fpiritual  facrifices  are  only 
acceptable  to  God,  when  you  offer  them  up  by  Jefus 
Chrift,  I  Pet.  ii.  5.  As  we  muft  feek  all  our  mercies 
in  Chrift's  name,  fo  we  muft  give  thanks  for  them 
alfo  in  his  name.  He  is  the  Mediator  of  our  praifes  as 
well  as  of  our  prayers.  Believers  have  not  one  mercy, 
hut  what  comes  fwimming  to  them  in  ChriiVs  blood, 
and  is  the  fruit  of  his  death  and  purchafe  to  them  i 
and  therefore  he  is  to  be  owned  and  looked  to  in  the 
receiving  of  every  mercy.  And  as  Chrift  is  the  only 
Mediator  for    conveying   bleffings  and  mercies   from 


God  to  us,  (o  he  is  the  fole  Mediator  for  conveying  % 
our  fervices  and  fpiritual  facrifices  to  God.  God  ac 
ccpts  of  them  only  as  they  arc  perfumed  by  Chri&^ 
mt:ritoriou8  facrifice  and  pote(it  inCerceilioQ. 


Direct.  III.  When  the  Lord  is  pleafed  to  grar: 
thee  any  fignal  mercy  or  deliverance  from  trouble 
beware  of  forgetting  the  Lord's  kindnefs  tOMrard 
thee. 

FORGETTING  of  God's  remarkable  kind  protl 
dences,  is  an  evil  we  are  naturally  prone  unto,  when'ir 
arc  in  a  profperou8  ftatc.  Hence  it  i**,  that  the  Spirf 
of  God  gives  fo  many  cautions  againft  it  in  his  word 
and  the  faints  of  God  do  fo  folemnly  charge  their  ovj 
fouls  to  beware  of  it,  as  in  Pfal.  ciii*  2.  **  Blefs  th. 
Lord,  O  my  foul,  and  forget  not  all  his  benefits  ;  vkj 
healeih  all  thy  difeafes,  who  rcdeemcth  thy  Kfc  ftofl 
deftru£lion/'  Forget  not  his  benefit?,  but  carcfulh' 
prefcTve  and  treafure  them  up  in  thy  memory.  It  wa 
ufual  for  faints  under  the  Old  Teftament,  to  fet  up  fom 
vifible  monument  to  remind  them  of  God's  fingular  fm 
vouTS  to  them ;  they  erefted  (tones,  and  built  altars,  ti 
be  memorials  of  the  mercies  they  received,  and  ptt 
iiames  on  the  places  for  this  end.  Let  all  this  tead 
you  to  ^uard  againft  this  evil  of  forgetting  the  liOrd'- 
kind  providence  in  recovering  you  from  fij:knefs. 

You  are  guilty  of  this  evil,  when  you  do  not  dul] 
value  the  mercy,  but  let  it  pafs  as  a  turn  of  commor 
providence.  When  you  let  the  impreflion  of  the  mere] 
wear  foon  off  your  hearts  j  when  you  make  a  bad  uft 
of  it,  or  do  not  rightly  improve  it  to  Goo's  glory,  anc 
your  own  foul's  good ;  when  you  do  not  put  on  ne« 
lefolutions  to  walk  more  exadlly.  live  more  fruitfully 
and  ferve  God  more  holily  and  humbly  j  then  are  yoi 
guilty  of  forgetting  his  benefits. 

This  is  an  evil  moft  grievous  and  provoking  tos 
good  and  gracious  God,  as  is   evident  from  the  man' 
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heavy  complaints  he  makes  of  his  people  for  it^  as  in 
Jttdg.  viii.  34.  Pfal.  Ixxviii.  1 1,  Pfal.  cvi*  13.  Where- 
fore  watch  and  pray  againft  it. 

Direct.  IV.  Enquire  after  the  fruits  of  rig^eouf- 
nefs,  which  are  the  genuine  efFc6l3  of  afflidion 
in  the  children  of  God>  who  are  duly  exercifed 
thereby. 

THE  Apoftle  fpeaks  of  thefe  fruitSi  Heb.  xii.  11.  as 
natively  following  upon  fanflified  afflidions,  and  a 
kindly  cxercif  ^  of  fpirit  utjder  them.  And  therefore  it 
is  ycur  duty  to  enquire  if  they  be  produced  in  you. 

1.  ITie  increafe  of  true  repentance  is  one  of  thofe 
fruits  which  is  the  produdl  of  fan<Slified  trials.  Job 
found  it  in  himfclf  on  the  back  of  his  affli<flions.  Job 
Jlii.  6.  "  Now  I  abhor  myfelf,  and  repent  in  (luft  and 
aihes.'*  It  would  be  happy  if  we  could  find  our  hearts 
"Jiore  foft  and  melting  upon  the  view  of  fin,  after  we 
Jiave  been  in  the  furnace  of  afBiflion. 

2.  Another  fruit  is  the  improvement  of  faith.  The 
^fflifted  believer  is  taught  to  look  to,  and  depend  more 
"Pon  God,  for  help  in  time  of  need,  and  lefs  upon  the 
creature.  He  now  fees  that  vain  is  the  help  of  man  in 
^^  day  of  calamity,  and  that  God  in  Chrift  is  the  only 
proper  objeft  of  the  foul's  truft.  This  was  the  fruit  of 
^e  Apoftle's  affliaioii,  2  Cor.  i.  8.  9.  10.  "  We  were 
P^eilcd  out  of  meafure,  above  ftrength,  infomuch  that 
^c  defpaired  even  of  life.  We  had  the  fentence  of 
"^ath  in  ourfelves,  that  we  (hould  not  truft  in  ourfcives, 
"^t  in  God  that  raifeth  the  dead  :  who  deliver^^d  us 
"Oixi  fo  great  a  death,  and  doth  deliver  :  in  whom  we 
^Uft  that  he  will  yet  deliver." 

3.  Humility,  and  low  thoughts  of  ourfelves,  is  one 
0^  the  fruits  of  righteoufnefs  which  fandlified  ai]li6l;on 
^<^tli  yield.  How  proud  and  lofty  was  Nebiichadntz- 
Ziir  before  his  affliflior,  Dan.  iv.  29.  30-  But  after- 
^/irds  he  is  made  to  own  God,  and  humbly  fubmit  to 
nim  as  his  fupremc  and  uncontroulabie  fovereign,  and 
to  acknowledge,  that  thofc  who  walk  in  pride,  he  is 
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able  to  abafe,  vct  27.  This  was  God's  defign  in  tl 
various  trials  of  his  people  Ifrael  in  the  wildemcfs,  Dcu 
yiii.  16.  *'  That  he  might  humble  thee,  prove  thee,  ar 
do  thee  good  at  thy  latter  end."  Sec  then,  O  beliere 
if  this  fruit  be  produced  in  thee, 

4.  Another  fruit  is  the  fpirlt  of  prayer  and  fuppl 
cation.  This  was  vifible  in  the  Pfalmift's  cafe,  aftc 
God  had  delivered  him  from  the  forrows  of  death,  an 
heard  his  voice,  Pfal.  cxvi.  2.  "  llierefore,  fays  b 
y^ill  I  call  upon  him  as  long  as  I  live."  O,  faith  a  tru 
believer,  God's  mercy  to  me  in  trouble,  and  his  fcnc 
ing  me  relief  when  I  cried  to  hiro,  will  make  me  loi 
jpraycr  the  better,  and  engage  me  to  be  more  diligtc 
in  it  all  my  days ;  for  I  A  ill  fee  I  have  daily  need  of  h 
helping  hand. 

5.  Heavenly- miudednefe  is  a  fruit  of  fan£tified  a 
fli^ion.  Before  the  man  was  inclined  to  that  languagi 
it  is  good  for  us  to  be  here,  let  us  build  tabernacles  £ 
this  lower  world,  but  now  he  turns  his  tongue,  an 
changeth  his  thoughts,  and  faith,  with  the  Pfalmift,  "  1 
is  good  for  me.  to  draw  nigh  to  God.  Arife,  let  us  de 
part,  this  is  not  our  reft.  This  world  is  nothing  but  th 
houfc  of  our  pilgrimage,  heaven  only  is  our  home." 

t.  Another  fruit  of  fanclified  trials,  is  greater  lov 
to  God  than  formerly.  How  much  was  David's  heai 
warmed  with  love  and  gratitude  to  God,  upon  the  bac 
of  his  affliftion,  fo  that  he  wants  words  to  exprcfs  th 
affeftions  of  his  foul  ?  Pfal.  cxvi.  i.  8.  12.  "  1  will  lov 
the  Lord,  bccaufe  he  hath  heard  my  voice,  I  was  brougti 
low,  but  he  helped  me.  Thou  haft  delivered  my  foi 
from  death,  miae  eyes  from  tears,  and  my  feet  fror 
falling,  'What  (hall  i  render  to  the  Lord  for  aU  hi 
benefits  towards  me." 

7.  Learning  and  keeping  of  God's  word,  is  a  frui 
of  fanflified  afflidion,  Pfal.  cxix.  67-  71.  Let  us  cti 
quire  if  this  fruit  be  produced  in  us  after  ficknefs  :  D 
we  attend  to  the  word  more  clofely  i  Do  we  believe  i 
more  firmly  ?  Do  we  embrace  its  oiFers  more  earned 
jy  ?  Do  wc!  rely  on  its  promifes  more  ftedfaftly  \  And 
do  we  live  more  in  the  expeftation  of  that  glory  whicl 
the  word  doth  reveal  to  us }  Then  it  is  good  for  us  tha 
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*re  have  been  affliflcd,  for  we  have  learned  more  of 
God's  word. 

8.  Tendernefs  oJF  confcience  is  a  happy  fiuit  of  fane- 
tiBed  trouble,  when  the  believer,  after  it,  becomes  ex- 
ceedingly afraid  of  fin,  and  of  making  new  wounds  in 
his  confcience.  He  cannot  think  of  adventuting  again 
Upon  any  known  fin,  for  the  fmart  qf  former  wounds, 
and  the  pain"  they  occafioned  in  his  foul,  when  diftrefs 
lay  upon  him,  makes  deep  and  lading  imprcflion  on  his 
tnind,  as  it  did  on  the  affli£led  church,  Lam.  iii.  19. 20. 
*'  Remembering  mine  affliction,  and  my  mifery,  the 
vof  mwood  and  the  gall,  my  foiil  hath  them  ft  ill  in  re* 
membrance,  and  is  humbled  within  me."  Now,  fuch 
fruits  of  righteoufncfs  are  an  evidence  we  have  been 
fuitably  exercifed  under  afflidlion.  O  to  find  them  pro- 
<iuced  in  us  after  ficknefs  is  over  \ 


t)itCECT.  V.  Be  careful  to  petform  thofe  Refolu- 
tions,  Engagements  or  Vows>  you  have  come 
under  in  the  time  of  Sicknefs  *,  and  walk  fuitably 
to  them; 

AS  a  time  of  ficknefs  and  affll£lion  is  a  prc^per  feafon 
^^T  making  vows  to  Godj  and  binding  our  fouls  with 
rcfolutions  to  mortify  fin  in  the  heart,  and  purge  it  away 
from  the  Itfe^  and  to  be  diligent  in  duty,  and  wall;;  more 
■*^n:ibly  with  God  \  fo  a  time  of  recovery  from  ficknefs; 
^  a  proper  feafon  for  paying  and  performing  thefc 
*ttU?Si  This  was  the  royal  Pfalmift's  praftice  in  fuch 
^  Cafe,  Pfal.  cxvi.  6.  16.  17.  18.  **  1  was  brought  low, 
^^d  he  helped  me.  Truly  I  am  thy  fervant,  1  am  thy 
f^'^Tant.  1  will  offer  to  thee  the  facrifice  of  thankfgiv- 
*^g.  1  will  pay  my  vows  upto  the  Lord>  now  in  the 
P^cfcncc  of  ail  his  people."  Now,  for  your  affiftance 
***  this  matter^  I  offer  you  thefe  few  advices. 

I  •  I)efer  not  to  pay  your  vows,  but  be  fpeedy,  and 

**kc  thy  firft  opportunity  to  pay  them.     Delays  in  thia 

^fe  axe  itoit  dangerous :  Solomon,  that  wife  man,  was 
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fenfiblc  of  tl-iF,  which  made  him  give  this  advic^,  Ecd.    "'^ 
V.  4.  *•  When  thou  voweft  a  vow  unto  God,  defer  ndt 
to  pay  it." 

2.  Be  ftill  jealous  of  thy  heart,  which  is  prone  to 
dcal'tTcacherorfly  with  God  after  affliAion  is  Ofcr- 
TFiC  Ifratlitcs  pniftico  is  a  fad  inftance  of  this  tnsitht 
Pfal.  Ixxviii.  34    &c.  «*  When  he  flew  them,  then  the) 
fouph^  him,  and  they  returned  and  enquired  early  tftc* 
God,  &c.     Nfivertlielefa  they  did  flatter  him  with.thci^ 
mouthe,  and  they  lit  d  to  him  with  their  tongues :  ft^ 
theii  heurt  was  not  right  with  him,  neither  were  th^  ^ 
flec^faft  in  his  covenant."     The  purpofcs  of  many  in  a-^* 
fiifli^n.  are  like  the  vows  of  mariners  in  a  ftorm  \  th^  Y 
are  the  fi'^ft  things  which  they  forget  and  break,  «^h^  ^ 
once  they  win  fafe  artiore.      Howevtr  penitent  fonr»-^ 
feem  to  be  in  (ickncfb,  yet,  when  they  recover  from  i  ^j 
they  foon  return  to  their  old  fms  again.     They  are  lil^^^  • 
metals  in  a  furnace  ;    they  melt  and  turn  liquid,  whi  '^^ 
in  it,  but  when  out,  they  foon  return  to  their  old  hirc^'"' 
nefs.      There  is  good  reafon  for  that  caution  the  Lor — '  ^ 
gives  us,  .Mai.  ii   16.    "   Therefore  take  heed  to  yoc^^^ 
ipirit,  that  ye  deal  not  treacheroufly."  _ 

3.  Cry  continually  for  ftrengtr?  from  above,  to  enab^^^ 
you  to  perform  your  vows.  The  Pfalmift  took  th^^** 
courfe,  and  found  it  fuccefsful,  Pfal.  cxxxviii.  3.  **  I  ^ 
the  day  wiien  1  cried  to  thee  thou  anfweredft  me,  an  ^ 
ftrergthencdll  me  with  ftrcngth  in  my  foul."  And  fb^^^' 
get  not,  O  believer,  that  God  has  treafurcd  up  ftrcngt*--— ^ 
for  thee  in  thy  Head  and  hurety,  Chrift  Jefus  ;  wheic^ — ^' 
fore  be  Tiill  borrowing  from  him,  for  the  performing  0^^' 
all  thy  engagements,  2  Tim,  ii.  i.  **  My  fon,  b^  ^ 
Itrontr  in  the  grace  that  is  in  Chrift  Jefus."  Put  th^^T  ^ 
treacherous  heart  ir»  thySuretyV  hand  ,  for  though  iho^^' " 
art  weak,  yet  tl  y  Redeemer  is  ftroi:g.  Whenever  th( 
you  firfl  perceive  your  heart  begin  to  ftart  afidc  firoi 
God,  be  iure  to  check  it,, and  look  up  to  God  in  Chrill 
for  ftrength  to  fc'cure  it  againft  treachery  and  pcrfii 
ous  deaiing :  Cry  with  the  Pfalmil^,  "  Be  furety  for  tfcL..  / 
fervant  for  good." 

4.  Guard  diligently  againft  thy  predominant  fin,  tl»^  ^ 
fin  that  hath  molt  calily  bcfet  thee,  the  fin  that  w«** 
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moft  bitter  and  uneafy  to  thee  in  the  day  of  diftrefs. 
•Keep  a  narrow  eye  upon  it  bow  ;  for  if  once  that  (in 
be  got  vanquiflicd,  the  reft  will  the  more  eafily  be  put 
to  flight. 

5.  Be  frequently  meditating  on  thy  vows,  and  on 
the  condition  rhou  waft  in  when  they  were  taken  on, 
and  ftudy  to  keep  alive  in  thy  heart  Jic  fame  apprchen- 
fion  pf  things  after  ficknefo,  which  ibou  had  ft  in  the 
time  of  it.  How  vain  and  comfortlcl-i  did  the  world 
.  and  its  vanities  then  appear  to  thcc  1  How  awful  were 
the  truths  of  God  on  thy  fpirit  I  How  tar  preferable 
was  the  loving-kindnefs  of  God  to  thee,  than  iifc!  How 
precious  was  Chrift  then  in  thy  tyes  !  O  that  your 
judgment,  thoughts  and  impreflions  of  thcfe  things  may 
continue  ftill  the  fame  ! 

6»  Keep  up  the  impreflions  of  the  precioufnefs  of 
time,  that  you  may  diligently  improve  it ;  and  Ihake  off 
floth  and  idlencfs.  Remember  \\\i?.r.  a  view  you  got  in 
the  time  of  ficknefs  of  long  lading  eternity,  and  what 
-  a  trouble  it  was  to  you  to  look  back,  and  fee  how  much 
time  you  had  loll  in  fin  an- 1  vanicy.  When  fomecimes 
we  are  brought  to  the  brink  of  eternity,  the  near  views 
we  then  get  of  its  vaftnefs  and  unchangeablenefs,  are 
fometimes  fo  awful  and  amazing  to  us,  thaf  we  are 
ready  to  tliink,  though  we  had  Methufalem's  years  to 
live,  it  would  be  unreafonable  wilfully  to  mifpcnd  one 
hour  of  them  all.  Well  then,  is  fickni;fs  over,  our  time 
fo  fhort,  and  fo  little  of  it  remaining  behind  ?  Will  we 
be  fo  fooliCh,  as  to  be  lavilh  of  it  dill,  and  trifle  it  away 
as  before  ? 

7.  Set  a  fpecial  mark  upon  all  thefe  fins,  whether 
of  omiflion  or  comii»iflion,  that  made  death  look  grim 
and  ghaftiy  upon  you  in  the  tune  of  fick.^cfs,  and  ag^init 
which  you  refolved  \  and  fee  to  g^'.t  every  onv.  of  them 
amended  and  removed.  Remen^ber  and  conQder  liow 
fad  it  will  be  for  you,  if  ficknefs  find  you  again  in  the 
very  fame  fins  which  formerly  Hung  ycu.  What  will 
you  fay  to  confcience,  when  it  (hall  t  hallenge  ycu  ? 
How  will  you  look  death  in  the  face,  if  it  fliould  find 
you  living  in  the  very  fame  fins  you  formerly  mcnirned 

for. 
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for,  and  promifcd  againft  ?  death  would  then  be  tK^ 
king  of  terrors  to  thy  foul  indeed. 

O  then  mind  thy  vows,  and  fay,  with  the  Plaliniftt 
Pfal.  Ivi.  12.  13.  "  Thy  vows  are  upon  me,  O  God  \ 
1  will  render  praifcs  to  thee.  For  thou  halt  delivered 
my  foul  from  death-,  wilt  not  thou  deliver  my  feet  from 
falling,  that  I  may  walk  before  God  in  the  land  of  the 
living  ?" 


CHAP.    VL 

Containing  DireBions  to  the  UnregeneratCy  when  ibiy  oT^ 
recovered  from  Sicknefs^  and  rejlored  to  Healthy 

Direct.  I.  Seeing  the  affliaions  of  the  wicked  8r<^ 
unfac£lified^  ic  is  neceiTary  you  examine  what  for^ 
of  affliction  yours  hath  been^  and  what  fruits  iC- 
hath  produced  in  you. 

I  HAVE,  in  the  preceding  chapter,  (howed  that  th<^ 
afflictions  of  believers  are  fatherly  chaftifements^ 
proceeding   from  love  5   that  they  are  fan£tified,  and^ 
yield   the  peaceable  fruits  of  righteoufnefs.     I  havo-^ 
given  the  marks  of  fanCtified  afflictions,  and  mentioned 
the  happy  fruits  which  they  produce  in  the  children  of 
God. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  neceifary  to  let  Chriftlefs 
perfons  know,  that  their  afflictions  are  of  a  different 
kind  ;  they  are  even  punifhments  from  Gcd  as  a  judge, 
proceeding  from  wrath :  they  are  unfanCtified  to  thomj 
and  produce  no  fruits,  but  what  are  bitter  and  nnfift* 
voury. 

Well  then,  O  Chriftlefs  foul,  thou  haft  reafon  to  fuf- 
peCl  the  worft  concerning  thy  ficknefs,  that  it  hath  not 
been  fanCtified,  and  its  fruits  are  not  good.  O  theiiy 
labour  to  know  the  truth  of  the  matter,  that  thou 
mayeft  be  humble  under  a  fenfe  of  thy  mifery,  and  flee 
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te  Jdfus  Chrift  for  relief.  And,  for  thy  afliftance  in 
this  enqutVy,  I  (hall  give  fome  marks  of  unfao^tified 
afflidiozis. 

1.  If  (icknefs  hath  not  humbled  thee  under  a  fenfe 
of  thy  fins,  the  procuring  caufe  thereof,  nor  any  wife 
hath  weakened  fin  in  thee,  nor  reclaimed  thee  fronx  it, 
bat  it  reihaincth  in  thee  as  ftrong  as  ever;  it  is  a  fign 
thy  affi£lion  is  unfanftified.  This  was  the  cafe  of 
thofe  of  whom  God  complaineth,  Jcr.  ii.  3a,  **  In 
Tain  have  I  fmitten  your  children ;  they  received  not 
correffion."  As  if  he  had  faid,  the  phyfic  I  gave  them 
did  not  purge  out  fin  •,  nor  weaken  corruption  in  the 
lead.  They  have  been  ftricken,  but  not  grieved  for 
fin :  the  iire  hath  burnt  round  about  them,  but  they  have 
not  laid  fin  to  heart,  that  kindled  the  flame. 

2.  It  is  a  mark  of  unfanftified  affliction,  when  It 

bath  no  inflqence  upon  a  finner  to  bring  him  to  a  ferious 

communing  with  his  own  heart  concerning  the  (late  of 

bis   foul,  and  to  enquire  in  what  terms  he  ftands  with 

God  that  aiB:6ls  him.     God's  voice  by  affliftion  is  that 

ip  Haggai  i.  7*    "  Now  confider  your  ways/'    In  the 

day  of  adverfity  confider  where  you  are,  what  you  are, 

?hat  you  have  done,  what  is  the  meaning  of  the  rod, 

^hat  will  be  the  ifTue  of  it  through  eternity,  in  cafe  it 

b*th  a  commiflion  to  cut  the  thread  of   life.     Now 

when  a  man  remains  (lupid  and  carelefs  about  thefe 

important  matters,   and  never   noticcth   the   voice  of 

afflidion,  fo  as  to  enquire  ferioufly  about  his  foul's  con-* 

dilion :  '*  Am  I  under  a  covenant  of  works,    or  a  co- 

'  venant  of  grace  ?  Am  I  a  child  of  God,  or  an  enemy 
Pf  God  ?  Have  I  fled  to  the  city  of  refuge,  or  am  I  Itiil 
in  a  ftielterlefs  ftate?  Am  I  ftiil  under  a  cloud,  of  wrath^ 
w  am  J  brought  under  the  banner  of  love  ?"  I  fay, 
""kcrc  there  are  no  fuch  enquiries,  the  aflSi£lion  is  uu- 
fanaificd. 

3*  It  19  a  certain  fign  of  unfanflified  aflli£tion,  when 
^  perfoQ  grows  worle  by  it,  and  revolts  the  more  he  is 
ftricken,  hkp  thefe,  Ifa.  i.  5. 

%^-  "  When  may  it  be  faid  that  a  perfon  grows 
Vorfc  by  affluS^ion  ?'' 


128  DlrcBimi  to  the  Unregenerate.    ' 

j^rf.  When  the  Tinner's  heart  turns  h^irder  than  It 
was  before ;  fo  e  Ty  plague  mi  Kgypt  increafed  the 
plague  of  hardntfs  in  Phar  !•  I^'-  hrart.  It  fares  with 
many  hearts  as  with  iron  thji  is  .'l\n  heated  in  the  fire, 
and  qufivhed  in  the  wa'er,  it  It'U  increafcth  in  hard- 
nef:'.  2.  When  a  perf  n  g  tl,  v?.y  to  impatience  and 
murmuring  againft  God  wh  ic  i.e  ;iffli£ls  him.  3.  When 
the  luils  of  the  hcrt  gro\v  more  (Irong  and  impetuouSi 
and  afterwards  rage  the  niorei  tiiat  they  have  been  (topC 
in  their  courfe  by  afHi£lioi>.  In  fuch  cafes  a  perfea 
grows  worfe  by  tlie  rod. 

Direct.  II.  Confidcr  ihe  great  danger  of  not  being 
bettered  by  (icknefsj  and  of  not  complying  with 
the  voice  cf  God's  rod. 

GOD's  voice  by  his  rod  doth  loudly  call  finners  tP 
repentance,  and  fleeing  to  the  Lord  Jcfus  Chrift  for 
refuge  fronn  wrath.  Now,  when  thit  voice  is  not  hcark- 
enecTto,  but  men  go  on  in  their  fecure  and  finful  courfe 
as  before,  God  is  highly  provoked,  and  the  iiTue  will  bc 
terrible  :  For, 

1.  Though  ficknefs  be  removed,  and  the  furnace  of 
afiliclion  be  cooled  for  the  time ;  yet  the  wrath  that 
kindled  it  continues  ftill  to  burn.  And  you  have  ground 
to  fear  Itlt  you  be  ranked  among  thole  who  arc  the 
generation  of  God's  wrath,  againlt  whom  he  will  have 
indignation  for  ever. 

2.  If  leiTcr  rods  do  not  awaken  you,  you  may  expcfl: 
greater  and  forcr  judgments  are  coming  on  you.  Ycaj 
God  may  cr.ufe  them  to  come  rolling  thick  upon  you, 
as  waves  and  billows  in  a  ftorm,  one  upon  the  neck  of 
another.  The  great  depths,  both  above  and  below,  may 
be  opened  together ;  the  difpleafure  of  God,  and  wrath 
of  men,  may  confpire  and  meet  to  pour  out  themfclvcs 
»o  water  fpouts  upon  you  at  once ;  and,  to  whom  thcrt 
will  ye  look  for  helj:  ? 

3.  The  Lord  may  give  over  dealing  with  you,  ot 
ufiiig  any  furt!*er  i-^cans  to  reclaim  you ;  lie  may  re- 
lui'e  to  correct  you  any  more,  or  bellow  a  rod  upof» 
you  for  your  good,   and  fay  of  you,  as  of  Ephraim^ 

Hof* 


Eo&iiu  17.  }^  Ephiatm  is  JQtoed  to  hi^idob^  trt  him 

iMl•/^ ^:;  .-.  ,:;.-!  c.  ...  ":: ., 

41/  .The;LQrd:m«irg)v!er  yjDu  up.  t*.lpkibi^l  plag^;irtr; 
id  judgments ;  and  indeed  this  commoiAji$  th^  1^bA%'.\ 
Febftiiiacx  atid  iocdfri^Ueneiji  vdl^i  Omtward  foAs. 
mm  Ifincl  would  not  bcarten.to  Gocfs  Toiee^  be  gave 
Km.ttp  tQ  their  own  heart's  lufts,  Pf^KJ^Wri-  f  !•  it* 
\w^  tbefis  plagiies  are  the  feYereft,t>f  idl  others.    £t- 
«isl  judgments  aire  God's  rods,*  but  fpinlua]jdclgmen|3i. 
vt  his  fwordsy  which- pierce'  the  ycry  fouK  .    Bliadhe.f» . 
(mind,  bardnef&of  heart,  fearednefi.  of  confcienecr 
ik:affe£li0RS»  and.  a  reprobate,  feofi^y.-asc.  the  voryTore-. 
imiers  of .  hell  and  damnation.      Thofe  who.  are  im* 
uient  and  unfruitful  under  outward  afflidions,  have 
iufe  to  tremble,  left  God  be  provoked  to  inflidi  thofe 
MtawljudgmenU-  , 

«.  Be  afliired,  though  God  fpar^  you  long,  yet  the 
m  of  his  forbearance  will  at  length  run  out.  Ood's 
itiencc  towards  finncrs  hath  a  term  and  bound,  over 
liich  it  will  not  paft.  The  time  will  come  when  a 
Qgfaflering  God  will  at  laft  fay,  My  Spirit  (hall  no 
nger  ftrive ;  and  the  angel  will  cry,  as  Rev.  xiv.  7. 

The  hour  of  God's  judgment  is  come."  Tou  that 
|ttfe  God's  patience,  and  prefume  upon  it^  his  treaty 

peace  will  end  with  you  in  a  little,  and  the  mailer 

the  houfe  will  rife  up  and  (hut  to  the  door*.  Then 
tience  will  come  down,  and  juftice  will  afcend  the 
|{;e,  and  trample  upon,  and  triumph  over  all  that  abufe 
ivine  patience.  Sodom  was  a  wonder  of  God's  pa- 
=i>ce  for  a  long  time,  but  now  it  is  a  lading  ihonu* 
cnt  of  his  anger. 

^  If  you  be  not  lettered  by  God's  rods  or  fparing 
bteits,  then  your  prefervation  at  prefent  will  be  no* 
iog  but  a  refervation  for  the  day  of  God's  wrath.  And 
c  longer  your  cup  of  tin  is  a  filling,  the  fuller  (hall  the 
p  of  God's  wrath  be  for  you  :  by  your  impenitence 
^  abafe  of  God's  patience,  you  treafure  up  wrath  for 
Vfelves  agalnft  the  day  of  wrath,  Rom.  ii.  4.  And 
ough  you  be  delivered  from  fome  judgments,  you  are 
fcrved  for  worfe  ;  yea,  for  feven  times  worfe,  accord- 
K  to  Lev.  xsLvi.  23.  24.  Nay,  there  is  a  ruining  blow 
Vol.  I.  R  dtfipva*. 
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defigned  againft  you,  both  foul  and  body,  at  tooan 
your  cup  is  full ;  and  the  ax  is  already  laid  to  the  root 
of  the  tree.  Mat.  iir.  lo.  One  blow  of  God's  n  will 
cut  off  for  ever. 

Remember  this,  O  finner,  thouf^h  God's  hand  belifti 
ed  off  you  at  preient,  and  his  roeffengeri  Deaths  be  for 
a  little  recalled,  yet  he  will  quickly  return,  and  knock; 
fo  loud  at  your  door,  as  not  to  be  refufed.  And,  wfoak 
will  you  do  in  the  dav  of  vifitation  i  how  ghaftly  nraft 
the  pale  horfe  be,  when  hell  follows  him  at  his  neeli  ? 
and,  how  hot  and  fiery  muft  that  hell  be,  which  is  m* 
flamed  and  blown  up  by  fo  long  impenitence  and  idni& 
of  patience  i 


Direct.  III.  Wonder  at  the  patience  of  God  io  fps^ 
ing  fuch  hell  deferving  Cnners  as  you  arci  and  l)C 
thankful  for  it. 

HATH  a  long  fuflering  God  preferved  the  thread  of 
your  life^  when  it  was  almoft  fnapt  afunder  by  the  fio- 
lence  of  flckntfs  ?  hath  he  freed  you  from  racking  paios 
under  >vhich  you  are  groaning  ?  nay,  faved  you  £ro0^ 
the  grave  and  hell,  into  which  you  were  falling  ^  t^ 
have  you  not  caufe  of  wondering  and  thank^ving^ 
To  move  you  to  it,  confider  thefe  few  things  : 

f .  How  miferable  had  you  been  through  all  eternitf* 
if  your  fickncfs  had  carried  you  off  to  another  world  i^ 
your  fins  ?  You  had  been  howling  with  damned  fpirit^* 
under  endlefs  and  ceafelefs  torments,  and  for  ever  ci^^ 
off  from  thefe  hopes  and  offers  of  mercy  you  now  har^ 
Then  the  mafter  of  the  houfe  would  have  had  the  doc^^ 
fo  barred  againft  you,  as  it  could  never  have  beenopet^ 
ed  again  to  you,  knock  as  you  would,  Luke  xiii.  25. 

2.  Confider  how  heavily  you  had  burdened  his  p^ 
tience  with  your  heinous  fins,  and  frequent  relapfi^' 
thereinto :  and  that  after  convifiiions,  calls,  and  varioi^- 
rods  fent  to  reclaim  you ;  fo  that  he  was  put  to  fay,  ^^ 
in  Amos  ii.  14.  '*  Behold,  I  am  preiTed  under  you^  »^ 
a  «art  is  preffed  that  is  full  of  iheaves.''    He  was  ovet^' 

burdened 
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mtdened  with  your  rm8»  fo  that  the  axle-tree  of  pa* 
ience  was  ready  to  break,  and  let  you  fall  into  hell ; 
md  yet,  behold  he  beats  with  you  ftill. 

3.  Confider  how  foon  he  could  have  eafed  himfelf 
of  the  load,  and  (haken  you  ofF  into  the  pit  of  deftruo 
tion*  In  a  moment  could  he  have  done  it,  and  yet  he 
beacrs  many  years  with  your  fms^  that  are  fo  grievous 
to  him.  Tea,  it  is  with  a  fort  of  reluflance  that  he 
tafes  himfelf  of  finners.  after  he  gets  the  utmoft  pro- 
vocation, Ifaiah  i*  24.  **  Ah,  I  wUl  eafe  me  of  my  ad- 
irorferies.'* 

4.  How  ready  is  he  to  turn  away  his  anger,  and  re« 
prieve  (inners  from  deftru£lion,  when  in  their  diftrefs 
they  make  but  a  (hew  of  repentance  and  turning  unto 
God  !  as  we  fee  in  Pfal.  Ixxviii.  36.  38.  He,  like  a 
tender-hearted  prince,  calls  back  the  warrant  for  their 
execution  after  it  was  gone  forth. 

5.  ConGder  how  much  many  Chriftlefs  finners  arc 
beholden  to  Jefus  Chrift  for  fparing  mercy.  He  is  re* 
Iwefcnted  by  the  drcfler,  Luke  xiii.  interceding  that  the 
fruitlefs  fig  tree  might  be  fpared  and  tried  fomc  time 
longer,  after  orders  given  to  cut  it  down.  Were  it  not 
for  Jefus  Chrift,  O  finner,  however  much  you  forget 
and  flight  him,  you  had  furely  been  in  hell  long  ere 
now.  How  often  doth  he  obtain  another  year,  and 
after  that  another,. for  the  unfruitful  fmnef,"  and  un- 
thankful  abufers  of  Divine  patience  ! 

<!•  Confider  how  fparing  mercy  hath  idiftinguifhed 
you  from  many  otherSyMrho  lived  not  fo  long,  nor  fin* 
tied  fo  much  as  you  have  done.  God  hath  wounded 
ihe  hairy  fcalp  o(  many,  and  taken  them  away  in  their 
yomth  ;  when  he  hath  continued  you  to  manhood,  and 
perhaps  to  old  age;  though  your  fins. and  ill-deferv* 
ings  be  greater  than  thofe  of  many,  on  whom  he  hath 
long  fince  taken  vengeance,  God  hatli  left  many  alfo 
Koffing  and  groaning  on)  beds  of  pain,  when  he  hath 
eafed  and  helped  you  up.  O  idien  return,  like  the 
thankful  leper,  and  magnify  the  God  of  your  liealth^ 
Hath  God  difttnguiChed  yod  fromxHhers  by  his  gck)d^ 
•nefs  ?  it  b^omes.  you  to  diftinguifti  yourfclwes  from 
mhers  by  your  thankfulnefs.  O  that  men  would  ^raife 
R  2  \Vi^ 
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the  Lord  far  his  goodnefe  !  undeferfed  and  dtftistguifh* 
'  ing  goodnef&l 

To  move  you  to  thisi  let  me  fet  the  example  .of  He« 
zekiah  before  yoa,  Ifa.  xxzviii.  and  there  fee  hoW  thank- 
fully and  afFedionately  he  remembered  the  Lordf^  ifiet!> 
cies  in  recovering  and  delivering  him  from  the  Udtir 
affliftion  he  had  been  under.  '   *'  1  faid,  I  aai:<kpftftd 
of  the  refidue  of  my  years,  I  (hull  behold  nnn  n»iBOi« 
with  the  inhabitants  of  the  world.      Like  a  ctine ^^ 
fwallow,  fo  did  I  chatter  \  I  did  mourn  as  a  dove.     Be- 
hold*  for  peace  I  had  great  bitternefs ;   but  tboU  kafll 
in  love  to  my  foul  delivered  it  from  the  pit  of  conup* 
tiofi.      The  living  (hall  praife  thee  as  1  do  this  dif*** 
Yea,  he  was  fo  overcome  with  a  fenfe  of  the.  Lofd'i 
patience  and  mercy  towards  him,  that  heisat'aktfl 
how  to  exprcfi  it,  ver^  15.  "  What  (hall  I  fay  I  he  ha* 
both  fpoken  unto  me,  and  himfclf  hath  done  \^? 

Let  all,  who  are  recovered  from  ficknefii^  itudy.  to 
imitate  that  good  king  in  holy  admiration  ami  ttoakAd^^ 
ncfs  to  the  God  of  their  life. 


PiRECT,  IV,  Study  to  improve  the  fparing  mcrcf 
and  goodnefs  of  God  to  you  in  a  right  and  fuitabl:* 
manner. 

O  (inner,  hath  God  brought  you  back  from  the  g^t^^ 
of  deathi  and  brink  of  heil>.=re(lored  you  to  hcahji^  aa^^ 
given  you  a  new  offer  of  mercy  and  falvation  'thiKNig^^ 
Chrift  in  a  preached  gofpel,  which  you  fovmerly^  ^k*^ 
fpifed  ^  Strive  now  to  impcove  the  Lord'sj^^tient-aa^^ 
kind  dealings  towards  you  with  the  utmoftcare,  ait^^ 
abufe  his  patience  no.  longer.  And,  in 'order,  thereunto^ 
take  the  iollbwing  counfds. 

L  Be  deeply  humbled  foTv  your  former  obftioacy  and-^ 
impehitency,   notwitliftimdiDig  of  God's   gracious  and    - 
patient  dealing.     Olet  th&^Cpacrng  mercy  and  goodneft 
of  Gpd  tbwar<i  thce^rieadatee  to  repentance,  whibh  is 
the  native  dcfign  of  Tt|  according  to  Rom.  ii.  4«' ''  X>e£- 
■■*     .^'r-^i  ■"  ■  ■  ■  =■    -pifcfl; 


DirtBioMto  tbe  UnrsgeneraUi .  133 

pifeft  thpu  the  riches  of  his  goodrefs,  forbearance  and 
long  fuftering,  not  knowing  that  the  goodnefs  of  Gorl 
leadeth  thee  to  repentance  ?  As  if  he  had  faid,  **  Doll 
thou  not  fee,  O  man,  the  kind  provulence  of  God  id 
fparing  and  recovering  thee  from  fickncfs,  taking  thee 
by  the  ha^d,  and  pointing  out  to  thee  t.i  go  to  thy  do- 
fet,  and  tq. mourn  and  weep  for  all  thy  bypaft  fins,  and 
particularly  for  thy  snifpenciing  the  time  of  thy  hf^alth, 
and  ■  abufing  of  the.  Lord's  patience?"  The  con  fid-ra- 
tion of  David's  goodnefs  and  forbearance  tOJvardsSaul, 
melted  Saul's  hearty  for  as  hard  and  rugged  as  it  was, 
and  made  him  to  lift  up  his  voice  and  weep,  and  fay  to 
David,  1  Sam,  xxiv.  17.  &c.  "  Thou  art  more  righ- 
teous than  t ;  for  thou  haft  rewarded  me  good,  wherc^* 
as  I  have  rewarded  thee  evil."  "  And  thou  haft  ftiewed 
this  day,  how  that  thou  haft  deilt  well  with  me ;  for. 
afmuch  as  when  the  Lord  had  delivered  me  into  thine 
hand*  thou  killedft  me  not.  For  (f-ys  he)  if  a  man  find 
his  enemy*  will  he  let  him  go  well  away  ?"  Oh,  far  more 
re.jfon  h^ft  thou^  O  man,  to  weep  and  cry,  *•  God  hath 
found  me  his  enemy,  yea,  in  my  enmity  and  fins,  fight- 
ing againft  himfelf,  he  had  me  on  a  fick  bed,  and  on 
the  very  brink  of  hell,  and  the  leaft  touch  of  his  hand 
would  have  thruft  me  in  :  But  yet  he  hath  fpared  hi? 
enemy,  and  let  me  go  well  away«  Oh,  will  not  thcfe 
cords  of  love  clraw  me,  and  this  matchlcfs  goodnefs  in- 
vite and  hire  me  to  repent  ?  Can  any  confideration  in 
the  world  be  more  powerful  than  this  to  melt  my  hard 
heart  into  tears  of  holy  ftiame  and  forrow  for  my  ftiff- 
heckedncfs  and  rebeflion  againft  a  gracious  and  lorig- 
fufiering  Goi  ?  Away  with  thefe  curfed  God  provok- 
ing fins  of  mine  ?  Down  with  thefe  weapons  of  re- 
beulon !  Let  me  never  lift  them  more  againft  fuch  a 
merciful  Sovereign  \ 

H.  Zealoufly  improve  the  time,  which  God  in  his 
long  fuiFering  hath  lengthened  out  to  you,  in  working 
out  the  falvation  of  thy  foul.  Have  you  fo  long  been 
loading  the  patience  of  God  with  your  fins  ?  H  4ve  you 
many  a  day  been  grieving  his  Holy  Spirit,  by  trifling  a- 
way  your  time,  flighting  his  motions^  and  venturing  on 
fins  againft  light  i    O  theui  beware  of  burdening  his 
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patience  any  more ;  but  diligently  hearken  to  erery  InO^ 
lion  of  God's  Spirit,  and  of  your  own  confcience,   for 
\\ip  time  to  come.     You  have  much  work  to  do,  and 
but  little  tinie  to  do  it  in  ;  therefore  lay  hold  oil  every 
opportunity  fot  catrying  it  on.     The  confideration  ot 
the  much  time  you  have  already  loll  and  mifpent,  (hoold 
make  you  the  more  dilig^ent  in  what  renlaineth.     How 
hiuch  of  it  have  you  loft  in  youth  ?     How  much  in  ig- 
norance ?  How  much  in  negligence  ?  How  much  in 
Vvorldlinefs  ?  How  much  in  paftimes  ?  How  much 'in 
idle  words  ?  How  mtich  in  a6iual  fins  abd  provocations 
igainft  God  ?  And  no^  it  may  be  hear  the  evening  of 
your  day.    And  will  you  not  fpend  the  evening  (which 
feod  is  mercifully  lengthening  out)  with  extraordinary 
care  and  diligence  ?  If  a  traveller  lofe  the  beginning  dF 
the  day,  he  muft  travel  the  fatter,  in  the  evening,  other- 
wife  he  may  fall  fhort  of  his  journey,  ind  haVe  nis  lodjfi 
ing  to  feek  when  night  comes.  Paul  had  mifpent  modi 
of  the  beginning  of  his  life;   and  this  confideratiDft 
(when  his  eyes  were  bpefied)  did  ftir  him  iip  to  be  .the 
more  diligent  in  the  fervice  of  God>  fo  that  he  was  mote 
zealous  than  any  of  the  reft  of  the  Apoftles.     O  man, 
follow  his  example,  and  trifle  no  longer  in  the  work  rf 
God.     Art  thou  not  convinced  thou  haft  fquandereda- 
way  enough  of  this  precious  treafure  of  time  already? 
And,  wilt  thou  alfo  mifpend  and  throw  away  the  Htdc 
that  remains  ?  Oh  be  not  fo  foolilh.    . 

HI.  Be  careful  to  raze  all  falf^  foundations,  sttd 
build  your  hopes  of  falvation  upon  the  only  fure  rock» 
Jefus  Chrift.  Let  it  not  difcourage  thee  to  dig  to  the 
foundation,  that  fo  much  of  thy  day  is  loft ;  for  it  19 
better  to  do  it  late  than  never.  Remember  how  mife- 
rable  is  the  condition  of  that  houfe  which  is  built  upon 
the  fand,  Matt.  vii.  27.  *'For  when  the  flbodcomes,and 
the  ftorm  arifes  and  beats  upon  it,  great  and  difmal  will 
the  fall  of  that  houfe  be."  Do  not  build  your  hopes  of 
heaven  upon  God's  abfolute  mercy,  upon  your  convic- 
tions, upon  your  freedom  from  grofs  fins,  upon  yoof 
prayers  or  tears,  upon  your  morality  and  juft  dealing! 
with  mien  2  Though  thefe  be  neceflary  and  excellent  ift 
themfelves,  yet  they  are  falfe  foundations  for  you  to 
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l>inld  the  hopes  of  your  juftification  and  falvation  upon, 
feeing  they  arc  wholly  infufiicicnt  to  bear  fuch  a  weight. 
However  much  thefe  things  have  been  efteemed  and 
valued  by  you  formerly^  in  the  matter  of  juftification ; 
yet  if  you  refolve  to  be  a  wife  builder,  you  will  let  them 
all  now  go,  yea,  count  them  all  but  lofs  and  dung  that 
you  may  win  Chrift,  (our  only  hope)  build  on  him  . 
alone,  and  be  found  in  him,  not  having  on  your  own 
righteQufnefs,  which  is  but  filthy  rags. 

-  Well,  then,  raze  and  tear  up  every  falfe  foundation^ 
dig  deep,  till  you  get  to  the  rock  Chrift*  Dig  deep 
into  the  holy  law  and  nature  of  God  ;  dig  till  you  fee 
the  infinite  (lri£tnefs  of  Divine  juftice^  the  unfpeakabie 
evil  that  ie  in  fin,  the  hidden  vilenefs  and  abominations 
of  the  heart,  your  own  inability  to  do  any  thing  for 
your  help  and  relief.  Dig  yet  further,  till  you  fee  thq 
infinite  fulnefs  and  freenefs  of  God's  grace  in  Jefu9 
Chrift,  that  fuitable  remedy  that  anfwers  all  a  poor  fii|- 
net's  needs.  Dig  deep,  and  dig  (till  on,  till  you  get 
to  this  rock ;  let  your  cry  be  ftill  to  God,  Lord  lead 
me  to  the  rock  Chrift,  and  his  all  fufHcient  righteouf- 
nefs,  only.  AQ.  faith  upon  this  rock,  rely  on  it,  builds 
all  yoiir  hopes  on  it,  and  fay,  "  this  is  my  reft  for  ever  ; 
here  will  I  dwell,  for  I  have  defired  it.  Lord,  the  de- 
fire  of  my  foul  is  only  to  Chrift,  and  to  the  remem- 
brance of  his  name.  His  name  is  a  fweet  ointment 
poured  forth ;  therefore  do  the  virgins  Love  hi?m." 

iV.  If  you  would  rightly  improve  the  fparing  mercy 
and  goodnefs  of  God,  let  it  lead  you  to  repentance  and 
reformation  of  life.  Turn  from  all  thefs  fins,  whether 
of  omiflion  or  commiilion,  r^ow  in  the  day  of  health, 
which  copfcience  challenged  you  for  in  the  time  of  fick- 
nefs.  Mind  Chrift's  caution  and  warning  to  healed 
finners,  John  v.  14.  **  Behold  tjiou  art  made  whole ; 
fin  no  more,  left  a  worfe  thing  bcfal  thee."  O  let  fin 
die  with  thy  ficknefs  ;  and  do  not  relapfe  into  thy  for-, 
mer  fecurity  and  finful  ways.  Beware  of  returning 
M^ith  the  dog  to  thy  vomit,  and  like  the  fow  that  is 
waihed  to  the  wallowing  again  in  the  mire  of  thy  for- 
qier  fins  gnd  vuaclcannefs ;  left  being  entangled  and 
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overcome  again  with  the  (ilthinefs  which  tKoa  tto^ 
halt  efcapedi  thy  latter  end  prove  worfe  thanthy*  be 
ginning. 

Lafllyy  And  to  fum  up  all  I  (hall  fay  in  thb  chsqpte: 
be  careful  to  redeem  time,  and  adlive  in  providing  .fc 
an  eternal  ftate.  O  prize  and  value  the  mercjrt 
health  and  ftrength^  more  than  ever.  SympathUc  wil 
thofe  who  are  dill  lying  on  (ick-bedsy  and  under  )m 
^uifhing  diilempers ;  negleft  not  to  pity  and  pmy  fc 
them.  Remember  the  diftreffed  cafe  you  were  iu  yom 
felvcs,  when  you  had  no  reft  in  your  bones,  wht^ 
wearifome  nights  were  appointed  to  you,  and  yx9u  wen 
fail  of  toITings  to  the  dawning  of  the  day.  Confide 
how  flippery  ie  your  ftanding.  Though  the  lace  ftoni 
of  trouble  be  over^  yet  the  clouds  will  return  afte 
ram* 


CHAP.    VII. 

Ccnialttitfg  dirfclions  to  thofe  Jick  perfons,  wh^  are  ap^ 
parentis  in  a  dying  coriditiort,  and  drawing  near  tc 
another  ivorld* 


I  HAVE  already,  in  the  firft,  third,  and  fourth  chap- 
ters, given  feveral  dircftions  concerning  our  fab- 
miffion  to  the  will  of  God,  making  preparation  for  death) 
calling  for  minifters,  edifying  others  by  our  difcourfej 
fettling'cur  worldly  aiFairs,  &c-  which  are  very  propel 
for  dying  perfons  5  and  therefore  I  (hall  not  repeat  thentj 
but  proceed  to  fpeak  of  other  things.  Only  let  me  add 
this  word ;  have  you  hitherto  neglefted  to  make  your 
wills,  fettle  your  worldly  affairs,  fend  for  the  minifters 
to  diicourfe  with,  and  pray  for  you  5  delay  it  no  longer, 
but  do  it  fpeedily,  while  you  have  the  ufe  of  your  rca- 
fon  and  underftanding.  And  what  I  have  more  to  fay, 
take  it  in  the  following  diredions. 

Direct. 


pireQhns  to  Persons  wben  Dyiagi  137 

Direct.  L  ConCder,  when  Death  (lares  you  in  the 
%cp,  that  now  is  the  time,  if  ever,  to  exert  the  ut- 
moft  afiiyity  in  preparing  to  meet  with  it. 

ALAS,  U  is  to  be  regretted  ^hat  the  mod:  part  of  men 
J^cgJ^  their  fouls,  mifpend  their  life,  roifimprove  their 
hejdt^,  and  leave  undone  the  work  for  which  they  were 
cheated,  prefcjved,  and  enjoyed  the  gfofpel.     Surely  a 
.npar  proipecl  of  death  and  judgment  cannot  but  be  un- 
ca^y  to  iucb  perfpns.  What  a  melancholy  thought  muft 
it  he  fpT  a  dying  man  ?     *.*  Oh !  I  had  all  my  time  giv- 
en me  to  make  preparation  for  endlefs  eternity;  and, 
alas,  i  never  minded  it  till  now,  that  I  muft  leave  the 
ftage  of  this  world.     Is  therp  any  hope  for  fuch  a  care- 
Icifs  and  jm^iferable  finner."     I  acknowledge  the  cafe  is 
fad,  but  yet  it  is  not  rcmedilefs  nor  defperate  j  feeing 
there  is  a  facrifice  provided  for  your  fins,  and  there 
is    an  all-fufficient  Saviour  in  your  offer,  who  never. 
4i$i  cajEt  ,QUt  any  humbled  foul  that  came  to  him  for 
jnercy.     You  have  great  reafon  indeed  to  abhor  and 
cpndemn  yourfe.lf  before  God,  for  your  fin  and  folly  ; 
T^t  j;lclp^]^r.not,^,Vit,be].^9ye,  whatcyer  be  your  fins,  your 
jlangW,  your  fears,  ap4  ^enTptatipns,  that  Jefus  Chrift 
.^  \>othaDic  and' willing  to  faye  to  the  uttermoft  all  that 
^^Jffx  to  God  H>y  hi^n,  and  that  his  grace  aboundeth 
Jf}ort  than  your  fin  aboundeth,    O  Tiow  glad  would  de- 
^Us  pji  damned  fouls  in  hell  be,  if  they  were-  but  in 
y^Ur  c^f|p,  and  had  your  offers  and  hopes  !  how  dili- 
&^Utly  would  .thpy  improve  the  time  of  mercy  I  O  be 
P^^fuadg^'  th^n  tp  fpend  the  little  time  that  now  remains, 
^ith'^he  utmoA  care,  in  making  penitent  confefEon  of 
^  to  ;God,  and  applying  the  biood  of  Chrift  for  pardon. 
^^.y,.fv^en  the  beft  of  God's  people  have  need  to  be  di- 
J^^ci^t  at  thii»  time  in  making  aftual  preparations  for  dy- 
{'^g.     Gpd  is  now  faying  to  you,  as  Jolhua  did  to  the 
J^i-aclites,  Jofh.  i.  11.  **  Prepare  ycuviftuals,  for  with- 
*^.  three  days. ye  fliall  paft  over  this  Joroan,  to  go  in  10 
PPflcft  fhe  land  which  the  Lord  your  God  giveth  you." 
^^y  in  provifions  for  your  paffing  over  this  Jordan  of 
.death  :"y.ou  know  not  now  rough  this  paffage  may  dc. 
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I  (hall  give  fome  motives  to  prefs  this  diligent  tt» 
a£Uve  preparation  5  and  therefore  confider, 

1.  The  (hort  time  of  your  life  that  remains  is  all4< 
time  you  have  for  working  out  ybtir  falvation.  ■  "Wha 
you  do  for  attaining  heaven,  or  avoiding  hell,  muftb 
done  now,  or  never  5  for  there  is  no  work  nor  devic< 
in  the  grave  vi'htther  thou  goeft,  nor  is  there  any  cdip 
ing  back  to  this  world  to  amend  what  hath  been  doA 
amifs.  Dying  is  a  thing  you  cannot  get  a  trial  of,  it  i 
what  you  can  only  do  once^  and  no  more,  Heb.  &•  2) 

2.  Be  diligent  now ;  for  as  foon  as  d^ath  gets  com 
miffion  to  cut  you  off,  it  will  execute  it :  it  will  not  fpsb 
youy  nor  allow  you  one  minute  more  time  to  prepar 
for  eternity.  The  mod  mercilefs  enemies  have  fofflc 
times  been  overcpme  by  the  prayers  and  tears  of  fud 
as,  on  their  knees,  do  beg  a  little  more  time  to  prepiin 
for  another  world  ;  and  do  hearken  to  their  requefts 
but  this  enemy,  death,  will  not  grant  one  moment'! rie 
fpite.  ' 

3.  Confider  that  your  eternal  ftatc  and  condition  w 
be  according  to  the  (late  in  which  you  die.  D<eathwi 
open  the  doors  either  of  heaven  or  hell  to  you,  in  (^ 
of  which  you  (hall  take  up  your  eternal  abode*  As  tb 
tree  falls  at  death,  fo  will  it  lie  through  etertiity, 

4.  Confider  what  a  ferious  and  awfiil  matter  it  isl 
die,  and  go  into  another  world,  for  theri  you  will  ha* 
immediately  to  do  with  God  your  judge ;  there  will^ 
no  veil  then  between  him  and  your  foul.  You  ^ 
then  enter  into  a  world  of  fpirits,  wherewith  you  arc 
little  acquainted :  you  are  frighted  now  to  go  into 
room  alone,  that  is  faid  to  be  haunted  by  a  fpirit ;  he 
frightful  then  mull  the  cafe  of  thofc  be,  who  ate  hi 
ried  into  a  world  of  fpirits,  not  knowing  but  devils  int 
be  their  companions  for  ever  !  Surely  then  it  is  yc 
intereft  to  give  all  diligence  now,  to  make  your  I 
quaintance  uith  the  Loird  of  that  world,  befotc  youc 
ter  into  it. 

3.  Put  forth  thy  utmoft  a£livity  for  thy  foul  noi 
for,  to  be  fure,  Satan  will  put  forth  his  utmoft  agaii 
it.  If  thou  be  in  a  Chriftlefs  ftate  at  this  time,  he  v 
ufe  all  his  efforts  and  Itratagems  to  keep  thee  frc 
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Chrift ;  cither  by  flattering  thee  that  thy  (late  b  good, 
thereby  to  lull  you  aflecp  in  fin  and  fecurity,  or  by  tel- 
ling thee,  it  is  out  of  time  to  help  matters  with  thee, 
thereby  to  drive  you  into  defpair.  The  devil  will  leave 
no  method  uiiattcmpted  to  ruin  thy  foul,  when  death 
ia  near ;  for  he  knows  his  time  is  (hoirt ;  and,  if  he 
catch  not  the  foul  then,  he  will  never  j;et  it :  and  nei- 
ther can  he  hurt  it  herlcafter ;  for,  if  once  it  enter  hea- 
▼en,  he  can  trouble  it  no  more. 

If  thou  art  a  believer  in  Chrift,  Satan,  thy  malicious 
enemy,  will  not  fail  to  attack  thee,  at  this  time,  with  all 
f  his  might)  for  though  he  may  know  he  cannot  keep  ihcc 
f  out  of  heaven,  yet  he  will  labour  to  render  thy  paflagc 
r  towards  it  as  dark,  tempeftuous,  and  uncomfortable,  as 
poffibly  he  can.  But  it  is  the  believer's  happinefs,  this 
cruel  enemy  is  under  a  ftrong  chain,  and  cannot  do  all 
htf  would  ;  for  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  good  (hepherd,  that 
hath  undertaken  for  all  his  (heep.  Nevcrthelefs,  by 
his  wife  permiflion,  this  adverfary  may  fometimes  give 
great  difturbance  to  a  dying  faint ;  which  calls  thee  to 
{he  greateft  diligence  and  watchfulnefs  at  this  time.  It 
18  the  obfervation  of  one,  that  as  the  devil  i?  moft  bufy 
at  the  conclufion.of  a  duty,  as  of  prayer,  fliat  the  Chrif- 
tian  may  be  moft  difturbed  and  diftra£ted,  when  he  is 
to  clofe  up  all  in  the  name  of  Chrift,  and  fo  all  his  de- 
fires  be  fruftrated  •,  fo  he  is  moft  bufy  in  the  coclnu- 
Cpn  of  our  days,  and  when  death  is  at  hand,  feeking 
hy  temptations,  diftraGions,  and  falfe  imaginations,  to 
^0  us  all  the  mifchicf  he  can,  and  all  becaufe  he  know- 
eth  his  time  is  (hort  5  according  to  that  word,  Rev.  xii. 
'2.  **  The  devil  is  come  down,  havine;  great  wrath,  be- 
caufe that  he  knowcth  he  hath  but  a  (hort  time."  He 
may  fitly  be  called,  the  wolf  of  the  evening,  mentioned 
mjer.  V  6.  in  regard  he  comes  forth  moft  fiercely  in 
the  evening  of  men's  lives,  to  fet  upon  their  precious 
fouls.  Yea,  fo  bufy  is  he  fome  times  with  believers  under 
dangerous  ficknefs,  feeking  to  overthrow  their  faith  and 
^ffurance,  that  it  is  the  obfervation  of  a  good  min,  that 
"Cfeldom  feeth  a  fick  faint,  folio  jved  clofe  with  temp- 
tations, recover  of  tnat  ficknefs  \  for  Satan,  knowing 
he  hath  but  a  little  time,  proves  as  uneafy  to  him  as  he 

S  2  can. 
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can*  Hence  that  great  man  of  God,  Mr  Knot,  faid, 
when  he  came  to  die :  "  In  my  lifetime,  the  dcVil 
tC'  pted  me  to  dcfpair,  cafting  my  fins  in  my  teeth  \  but 
now,  in  my  ficknefs,  he  tells  me,  I  have  been  faithful 
in  the  miniflry,  and  fo  have  merited  heaven  :  But  blef- 
fed  be  God,  who  brought  thefe  texti  into  my-  mind, 
"  Npt  I,  but  the  grace  of  God  in  me.  What  haft  thoU 
that  thou  haft  not  received  ?"  The  children  of  Ifraelhad 
never  fuch  hot  work  from  their  eiieitiies,  as  when  th^^ 
juft  came  to  enter  into  the  promifed  land,       ^ 

What  need  then  haft  thou,  O  believer,  to  be  diligent 
in  thy  preparations  on  a  dying-bed  to  quicken  ^ce^ 
put  forth  thy  utmoft  ftrength,  bring  all  the  afliftance 
thou  canft  from  the  Captain  of  thy  falvation,  when  thoii 
haft  fuch  a  cruel  enemy  to  encounter  with  !  NoW  li  xbi 
time  for  adion,  though  yet  it  will  be  your  wifdom  to 
leave  as  little  to  be  done  at  this  time  as  poflSble. 


Direct.  II.  Continue  to  the  laft  in  the  exercife  of  true 
Repentance  and  Humiliation  for  Sin. 

rOSSlDONIUS,  who  wrote  the  life  of  Auguftinc, 
faid  ihat  he  often  heard  him  fay  in  his  health,  that  re- 
pentance was  the  fiacil  dilpofit.oa  both  for  dying  ChriC* 
tians  A!)d  mii.itlers ;  iHsi  fv  r  himfclf,  that  he  died  with 
tears  in  his  eyes,  weeping  for  fia.  When  death  ap^ 
proachesh  neare;'u  we  thouKi  thus  ftxr  up  ourfelves  to 
give  fin  the  moft  d^fa^^.y  blow  of  any  we  have  given  it 
all  cur  life.  As  it  i;>  laudable  to  c:ie  forgiving  £nners 
thit  have  wronged  u^^  fo  alfo  taking  revenge  upon  Gn 
that  hath  injured  a  gracious  God.  the  apcftie  tells  us, 
2  Cor  vili  II.  that  ndicnatioii  and  revenge  attend  true 
repentance.  Wherefv^it.  a>  Sumud  tvx»k  vengeance  oii 
Agag  a  Hit!e  before  his  dtath,  and  Mofes  (at  God^s 
cop^mand^  avenged  the  children  of  Ifraelof  the  Midia- 
iutt>«  juft  before  he  was  gathered  to  hi<  people,  Niunbb 
sxxi.  2.  and  dying  Sa.v.i^Mi  gave  tlie  ntott  fatal  blow  to 
the  PhiUftincs  of  a:;y  he  h^d  givei;  theai  befiore  j  fo  a 
djinff  Chriftian  thou'd  take  the  frvcreft  mrecge  on  fin 
It  Uft«  wiuch  iuth  to  oftcn  tlii^du^h  his  Sfe  ditfaonoiired 

God, 
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God,  pierced  Chtift,  arid  grieved  his  holy  Spirit.  It  is 
tlifc  lift  opportunity  you  will  have  to  (hovr  your  indig- 
nation at  it,  and  therefore  do  it  ei!e£luaHy. 

Again,  cdnfider,  it  is  old  fins  unmourned  for,  that 
ihany  times  keep  bclicTers  fo  m^ch  in  ttc  dark,  when 
dkf  c6mt  to  die.  Thcfe  do  faife  maniy  thick  clouds 
ibout  their  CTeniftg  fun^  and  hinder  them  from  going  off 
the  ftage  with  fuch  comfortable  afltrrance  of  God's  lore, 
as  otherwife  they  might  attain  to.  Thefc  did  very  much 
hinder  Job's  peace  and  fettlement  in  the  day  of  aflSic- 
tion,  as  he  complains^  Job  iiii.  26.  "  He  makei  me  to 
poffcfs  the  iniquitiei  of  my  youth."  It  \t  a  fad  thing 
#heh  young  fins  and  old  bones  meet  together;  O  tliat 
young  people  would  mind  this  in  time !  You  arc  doing^ 
Aat  now,  which  will  abide  with  you  to  age,  if  nof  to 
Eternity.  Sin  rtiuft  be  bitter  fome  time  or  other,  for  God 
calls  it  a  root  thit  bears  gall  and  wormwood,  Deut.  xxix. 

*  8.  Ifrael  could  hot  have  peace  nor  fnccefs  while  there 
^*^s  an  Achan  iri  i\\€  camp ;  fo  neither  can  you  have 
<^onfolation  or  affutance,  while  atiy  fin  lies  unreckoned 
for  in  the  coilfcience.  Make  a  thorbugh  fearch  then 
^nto  old  fins,  and  moiirn  over  thetti.  We  find  Paul  fre- 
quently calling  over  the  fins  of  his  life,  afid  even  thofc 
he  was  guilty  of  before  converfion  :  "  I  was  injurious* 

*  blafphemer,"  &c.  whereby  he  obtained  much  inward 
peace  and  confolation.  B(*#  often  looking  back  to  old 
fins,  with  inward  forrow  and  faith  in  Chrift's  blood,  if 
you  would  have  a  de^th-bed  e^fy  and  foft,  to  you. 


Direct.  III.  Be  mindful  of  all  a£ls  of  Juftice  and 
Charity  which  may  be  incumbent  upon  you  at  this 
time. 

IT  iis  great  wifdom  in  men  to  fettle  their  worldly 
affair^  in  time  of  health,  that  fo  thbir  minds  may  be  free 
for  fpiritual  e'iercifes,  and  ilot  diftiirbcd  With  e^irthly 
ciares  and  bufmefs  ^^htn  they  come  to  a  dying  bed;  bur, 
if  this  hath  been  riegle£ted  hitherto,  it  miift  not  be 
bmitted  now*    I  have  given  diredions  about  it^  Chap.  I. 

DLiea. 
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Dircfl.  VI.  fo  that  I  Qiall  fay  little  here,  only  be  care- 
ful to  do  juftice  to  every  man,  as  much  as  in  you  Heth ; 
and  particularly,  i.  By  making  a  jufl  and  rational  pro*. 
\'if]on  for  your  wife  and  children.  2.  By  ordering  the 
payment  of  all  your  juft  debts,  without  defrauding  any 
of  your  lawful  creditors.  3.  By  making  reftitution,  in 
cafe  you  have  wronged  any  man.  If  juftice  be  not 
done  in  thefe  matters^  how  can  your  fouU  be  difbut- 
dened  of  guilt  ? 

In  the  next  place,  forget  not  the  afts  of  charity, 
which  God  requires  of  all  the  profeffors  of  the  gofpel. 

J.  Seek  reconciliation  with  your  neighbours,  where 
any  difference  or  miftakes  have  fallen  in  ;  that  fo  you 
may  die  in  peace  and  charity  with  all  about  you» 

2.  Be  ready  from  the  heart  to  forgive  thofe  that  have 
done  you  any  wrong.  If  the  natural  fun  fliould  not  go 
down  upen  our  wrath,  much  lefs  (hould  the  fun  of  our 
lives  ;  if  you  carry  an  unforgiving  fpirit  with  you  into 
another  uorld,  how  can  you  expe£t  to  meet  with  a  for- 
giving God  there  ?  When  he  hath  exprefsly  declared, 
clared,  Matt.  vi.  15.  '*  If  you  forgive  not  men  their 
trefpafles,  neither  will  your  Father  forgive  you  your 
trcfpafl'cs."  O  then,  imitate  your  glorious  Saviour,  and 
his  martyr  Stephen,  who  at  their  death  begged  mercy 
from  God,  for  thofe  that  mortally  hated  them,  Luke 
xxiii.  34.  A£ls  vii.  (o. 

3.  If  the  Lord  bath  given  you  fubftance,  honour  the 
Lord  with  it,  by  leaving  fome  part  of  it  to  the  poor, 
and  to  pious  ufes.  I  have  prefl'ed  this  once  and  again 
before ;  but  I  mention  it  frequently,  becaufe  it  is  much 
forg(  tten  by  dying  perfons  in  our  age.  Remember,  it 
is  not  left  arbitrary  to  you  to  give  or  not,  as  you  pleafe : 
Ko,  for  God  doth  diarge  it  upon  you  as  a  duty  :  yea, 
a  debt  that  you  owe  to  him,  1  Tim.  vi.  17,  i8« 
*•  Charge  them  that  arc  rich  in  this  world,  &c.  that  they 
do  good,  be  rich  in  good  works,  ready  to  diftribute,'* 
And  1  c  pronounccih  them  blefltd  who  conGder  the 
pcor,  Plal.  xli,  i.  1  grant  thai  people  are  not  to  leave 
all  ihcir  works  of  charity  to  a  death- bed  •,  thefe  fhould 
alfo  be  minded  in  our  lifetime,  fo  as  to  make  our  own 
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mds  our  executors,  and  our  own  eyes  our  overfe^rg  c£ 
it  charitable  projefts :  but  furely  it  is  a  proper  (e  ifoii 
r  (hewing  charity  to  God's  poor,  when  we  are  leaving 
bm,  and  cannot  have  occafion  for  (howing^  it  more. 
emcmber  what  is  recorded  of  Dorcan  after  her  deaths 
Sti  ix.  36.  that  (he  was  a  woman  full  of  ^ood  worka 
id  alms-deeds.  And  her  friends*  rer.  39.  (heweci  the 
feftiB  of  her  charity  to  Peter  after  her  death.  All  which 
written  for  our  example  arid  admonition,  that  we  may 
'  rich  in  fuch  good  works,  that  our  friends  may  havfc 
cm  to  (how  after  our  death.  Siirel^  it  is  ^  (ign  of 
e  degeneracy  of  the  age,  and  that  religion  is  on  the 
dining  hand,  when  people  generally  fall  fo  (hort  of 
c  zeal  and  piety  of  their  fathers  in  thefe  matters. 
4.  It  would  be  a  commendable  work  of  charity  in 
ing  perfons,  to  be  giving  many  good  counfels  to  their 
ations  and  children,  and  to  be  putting  up  many  fer- 
nt  prayers  to  God  for  them.  So  Chrift,  when  near 
death)  committed  his  fpiritual  children  to  his  Father, 
d  earneftiy  begged  his  proteftion  and  care  of  them, 
hn  ivii.  II.  "  1  am  no  more  in  the  world,  but  ihefc 
r  in  the  world :  keep  them  through  thy  name,  keep 
im  from  the  evil,"  &c.  In  like  manner,  cry  to  God 
your  children,  **  Lord,  thou  haft  gracioufly  given 
m  to  me,  I  now  reftore  them  back  to  thee.  They 
re  born  to  me  once,  O  that  they  may  be  born  to  thee 
icond  time  !  I  am  leaving  them  in  the  midft  of  fnares 
I  temptations,  O  that  it  may  be  their  happincfs  to  be 
prcferved  in  Jefus  Chrift  !  keep  them  by  thy  power, 
;>ugh  faith  unto  falvation.  O  take  them  within  the 
d  of  thy  covenant,  and  be  thou  their  Father  to  pro- 
:,  direft,  and  provide  for  them.  Give  them  a  name 
hy  houfe  better  than  of  fons  and  daughters,  that  I 
f  meet  with  them  at  thy  right  hand  with  everlafting 

^^aftly^  Be  fuitabiy  concerned  alfo  for  the  whole 
Tch  of  Chrift,  and  efpecially  for  thefe  that  are  in  af- 
tion,  that  God  may  loofe  their  bonds,  fend  them  li« 
ty  and  profperity  in  his  due  time.  "  Do  good  in 
good  pieafure  unto  Zion,  build  up  the  walls  of  thy 
ufalerp.  Peace  be  within  her  walisj  and  profperity 
bin  her  palaces." 
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pJEECT.  IV.  Labour  vhat  you  can  to  orercome  A 
I.o?e  of  Life,  and  Fears  of  Death :  that  you  iiui| 
attain  to  vriUingnefs  to  die,  and  to  leave  the  modi 
when  God  calleth  you  to  it. 

IT  18  no  wonder  that  a  wicked  xnan,'or  one  that  hat 
no  intf reft  iti  Chrift,  be  unwilling  to  die  :  Why  ?  11 
18  affrighted  with  the  guilt  of  paft  fins,  and  the  foait  o 
of  future  torments ;  and  it  is  impoffible  to  be  rid  o 
thefe  till  he  become  a  true  believer  in  Chrift.  No  mat 
hath  ground  to  welcome  death  but  a  true  believer;  ye 
it  is  to  be  regretted,  that  fo  many  of  them^  (hould  appefjg 
unwilling  to  leave  this  world,  which  is  nothing  to  tneqr 
but  a  wildernefs  and  weary  land.  Lot's  foul  was  v^xec 
and  troubled  in  Sodom,  and  yet  he  was  loth  to  lea?eki 
fo  fome  believers,  when  called  to  leave  a  vexipg  worUi 
do  (how  much  hankering  towards  it,  and  would  lingci 
behind*  This  proceeds  partly  from  nature,  whici|i 
dreads  diiTolution,  and  partly  from  the  weakneft  ^ 
grace.  But,  O  let  all  God's  children  labour  to  ovf- 
come  this  ayerfion,  and  go  forth  to  meet  death  half-vnyj 
and  bid  it  welcome.  And,  for  their  help  in  this  nu^ 
.  ter,  I  ihall  lay  before  them  the  following  arguments* 

I.  Confider  how  little  reafon  a  believer  hath  to  h 
much  in  love  with  this  prefent  life.  i.  It  is  a  fiofe 
life  ;  fin  dwells  in  your  nature,  breaks  out  in  your  life 
and  pollutes  all  your  duties.  How  often  have yx^u  groafl 
ed  under  this  burden  ;  and  (hould  you  not  be^lad  to  b 
eternally  delivered  from  it^  2.  it  is  a  life  of  difeaft 
and  infirmities  \  and  (hould  you  not  be  willing  to  tj 
cured  of  them  all  at  once  ?  3.  It  js  a  life  of  tempts 
tion  :  Satan  is  dill  harrafi^ng  thee ;  and  (hould  you  ai 
be  defircus  to  be  out  of  his  reach  ?  4.  It  is  a  Ufe  i 
perfccutions  from  the  wicked :  they  hate,  reproach,  an 
injure  you  many  ways ;  and  is  it  not  defirable  to  I: 
'*  where  the  wicked  ceafe  from  troubing,  and  whe^  it. 
we*ry  be  ^t  reft  ?''  5.  It  is  a  life  of  clouds  andtiarkueC 
your  fun  is  often  .veiled,  apd  your  evidences  obfcgurec 
which  occafions  many  bitter  complaints  \  and  fhoul 
you  not  defire  that  time^  when  the  day  (hall  break,  an 
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all  (hadows  fly  away  ?  6.  It  is  a  life  of  calamities  and 
fears :  it  is  like  a  ftormy  fea,  where  one  wave  rolls  up- 
on the  back  of  another ;  and  when  one  calamity  is 
pafti  we  many  time  fear  a  greater  is  co^ning;  and 
fometimes  the  heavens  turn  fo  black  and  gloomy,  that 
we  fear  a  hurricane  of  judgment  is  ready  to  blow. 
Andy  fhould  you  ngt  blefs  God,  when  he  comes  by 
death  to  houfe  your  fouls,  and  fet  you  out  of  harm's 
way  ?  It  i^  in  mercy  that  God  takes  away  the  righteous 
from  the  evil  to  come,  Ifa.  Ivii.  1.  So  dealt  he  with 
Jofiah,  2  Kings  xxii.  20.  "  I  will  gather  thee  to  thy  fa- 
thers, and  thou  (halt  be  put  into  thy  grave  in  peace,  and 
thine  eyes  (hall  not  fee  all  the  evil  which  I  (liall  bring 
npon  this  place."  So  it  is  obfervable,  that  Methufalah 
died  the  very  year  before  the  flood  ;  Auguftine  a  little, 
before  the  facking  of  Hippo  \  Parens  juft  before  the 
taking  of  Heidelberg.  Luther  obferyes,  that  all  the 
Apoftles  died  before  the  dcftru£lion  of  Jerufalem.  And 
Ludiet  himfelf  died  before  the  bloody  wars  broke  out  in 
Germany.  Thus  God  frequently  hides  his  people  from 
the  temptations  and  troubles  that  are  coming  on  the 
earth.  Why  ?  He  fees  many  of  them  not  in  cafe  to  en- 
dure them  %  and  therefore,  he  in  mercy  takes  them  a- 
way  from  a  tempting  and  fmning  world,  to  a  land  of 
hohncfs  and  reft.  While  we  are  here,  we  live  in  a 
world  that  lies  in  wickednefs  ;  every  fenfe  of  the  boJy 
betrays  the  foul  into  fin  ;  the  poor  foul  can  fcarce  look 
out  at  the  eye,  and  not  be  infefted,  nor  hear,  by  the 
car,  and  not  be  dillra^ted,  nor  fmell  at  the  noitrils, 
and  not  be  tainted,  nor  tafte  by  the  tongue,  and  not 
be  allured,  nor  touch  by  the  hand,  and  not  be  de- 
filed.        '  '  '  . 

0  believer,  what  is  this  life  that  thou  art  fo  fond  of  ? 
It  is  but  a  living  death,  or  a  dying  life.  It  is  full  of 
pief  for  things  paft,  full  of  labour  for  things  prefent, 
^nd  full  of  fears  for  things  future.  The  firft  part  of 
our  life  is  fpent  in  folly,  the  middle  part  is  overwhelm- 
ed with  cares,  and  the  latter  part  of  it  is  burdened 
^ith  in(irmities  and  age.  And,  what  gain  we  by  the 
prolonging  of  this  life  I  Nothing  but  to  do  more  evil. 

Vol.  L  T  fee 
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fee  more  evil,  and  fufier  more  eril*  And  fix 
Chriftian  be  unwilling  to  be  rid  of  thofe  griort 
2dfy,  Confider  that  dying  n  appointed  aa  the 
and  the  only  way^  to  glory  :  there  t8  no  way  to 
the  promifed  land,  but  by  croi&ng  the  Jordan  of  i 
And  (hould  not  a  ftranger  cie(ire  to  be  at  homi 
his  friends,  though  he  hath  a  rough  way  and  fton 
to  pafs  ?  Is  there  any  home  like  heaven,  where  yp 
comparable  friend  Chrift  is  ?  O  what  a  happine£ 
to  be  with  Chrift,  and  to  fee  him  as  he  is  !  How  1 
do  yott  think  Peter,  James  and  John  were,  in 
taken  up  to  mount  Tabor»  to  be  eye-witnefies  of 
Saviour's  transfiguration.  But,  O  believer,  deatl 
cures  a  greater  happinefs  to  you  ;  it  ufhers  you  to  n 
Zion,  where  you  (hall  not  only  fee  your  Saviour  v 
than  the  fnow,  and  brighter  than  the  fun,  but  yo 
transfigured  with  him,  made  like  him,  and  eternal 
cured  of  his  prefc^nce.  The  three  Apoftles  faw  bu 
Prophets  ;  but  vou  (hall  fee  all  the  Prophets,  all  tl 
poftles,  all  the  Patriarchs,  all  the  Martyrs,  all  thie 
perfons  you  once  converfed  with  on  earth,  and  i 
neral  all  the  faints  in  heaven,  each  of  them  (hini 
the  fun;  and  how  fweet  will  their  company  be 
how  foon  will  the  trifles  of  the  world  vaniOi,  and : 
pleafures  be  forgot,  when  once  the  believer  gets  a 
of  that  captivating  glory  above !  When  the  Ibepi 
heard  but  feme  few  notes  of  the  angels  fongs, 
praifed  God  at  the  nativity  of  our  Saviour,  they 
fently  left  their  flocks,  and  ran  to  Bethlehem  to  h 
the  child  Jefus  lying  in  the  manger ;  but  much 
caufe  hath  a  believer  to  leave  all  the  pleafures  d 
world,  and  run  to  behold  an  exalted  Jefus  fitting  oi 
throne  of  his  glory,  with  all  bis  faints  and  angels 
ing  praifes  around  him. 

If  Cato  and  Cleombrotus,  two  Heathens,  after  i 
ing  Plato's  book  of  the  immortality  of  the  foul, 
voluntarily,  the  one  fall  on  his  fword,  the  other  I 
his  neck  from  a  precipice,  that  they  might  the  fc 
come  (as  they  fancied)  to  partake  of  thofe  joys;- 
a  Ihame  is  it  for  Chriftians,  who  have  a  far  furei 
clearer  difcovery  of  thefe  things  from  God's  own  I 
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s  be  found  unwilling  to  enter  into  thefe  heavenly  joys^ 
rben  their  blefled  Redeemer  calls  for  them  thither. 

3.  Confider  how  willing  Chrift  was  to  come  from 

icaven  to  earth  for  you }  and,  Ihould  you  be  unwilling 

to  lemove  from  earth  to  heaven  for  nim  ?    Tea,  for 

yOurfehreS)  for  the  gain  is  yours.    O  did  Chrift  aflume 

your  nature,  become  obedient  to  death,  and  parchafe 

an  inheritance  for  you  with  his  blood  ;  and,  will  you 

be  backward  to  go  and  take  pofleffioh  of  it  ?    O  for  a 

Gbiift-like  obedience  at  death  ! 

-  LMftfy,  Confider  what  a  reproach  is  caft  on  Chfiftian- 

ity  by  a  bclievcr^s  unwillingnefs  to  die.    For  Chriftiant 

to  pray,  and  fpeak  much  of  Chrift,  of  heaven  and  Glorv^ 

ind  yet  be  unwilling  to  enter  into  that  glory ;  what  is 

it  but  a  mifbelieving  of  God  and  a  tempting  of  (Iran* 

gen,  to  think  there  is  no  reality  in  religion? 

^ift.  "  Since  death  is  not  eafy  to  grapple  with, 
bow  (hall  I  attain  to  this  blciTed  difpofition,  and  a  wiU 
lingnefs  to  die  V* 
Anf.  I.  Be  frequently  putting  forth  the  a£ls  of  faith 

Sn  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift ;  and  believe  that 
ift  died  to  bring  in  a  perfe£k  riglitcoufnefs  for  be« 
licTcrs,  that  they  all  may  be  complete  in  him.  Now, 
why  fliould  a  believer  be  afraid  to  appear  before  God 
10  Chrift's  righteoufnefs,  which  is  fo  pleafing  and  ac« 
ceptable  to  him  ?  Rev.  xiv.  4.  5.  They  are  faid  to  be 
Without  farftt  before  the  throne  of  God.  If  a  believer 
Were  to  appear  before  God  in  his  own  righteoufpefsf 
dothed  with  his  own  duties  and  performances,  it  would 
be  dreadful  to  think  of  dying  ;  but  to  have  the  whita 
{arm^nt  of  an  elder  brother  to  put  on,  gives  another 
^Ww  of  death.  Alas,  it  is  our  neglefting  the  daily  ex- 
crcife  of  faith,  in  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  that  makes 
&e  thoughts  of  death  fo  unwelcome. 

2.  When  you  attain  to  peace  and  reconciliation  with 
God,  labour  to  preferve  it.  Be  ftating  and  clearing 
counts  with  God  every  day,  and  watch  againft  thefe  fins 
Aat  wound  confcience,  wafte  comfort,  and  grieve  the 
Spirit  of  adoption.  AVhen  we  think  God  is  difpleafed 
^th  us,  we  will  be  afraid  of  going  to  him. 

3*  Study  to  be  more  denied  to  the  enjoyments  of 
1:  %  thU 
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this  lifci  and  to  ufe  them  with  a  holy  indiSerenee ;  o^ 
therwife  there  will  be  an  unwillingnefs  to  leare  thde 
things. 

4.  Labour  to  be  deeply  fenfible  of  the  burden  of  in- 
dwelling fin  and  corruption,  and  the  workings  thereof 
in  your  hearts ;  and  this  will  make  the  thoughts  of 
death  welcome,  becaufe  it  eternally  delivers  you  from 
it. 

5*  Seek  further  difcoveries  of  the  lovelinefs  of  Chrifti 
and  the  daily  exercife  and  increafe  of  your  fours  love  to 
him :  for  it  is  the  nature  of  love  to  long  after  com* 
munion  with  the  perfon  that  we  love. 

6.  Make  death  familiar  to  you,  by  the  frequent  fore* 
thoughts  of  it.  Retire  often  from  the  world  to  think 
of  dying,  when  you  are  in  bed  health. 

7.  Be  much  taken  up  in  the  fweet  employments  of 
praifing  God,  and  exalting  the  worthy  Lamb  that  was 
(lain ;  and  this  will  incline  you  to  be  there,  where  diis 
is  the  continued  work. 

Lqfily^  Be  often  thinking  of  thefe  warnings  and  fim> 
runners  of  death,  which  God  fends  to  wean  your  heart 
from  the  love  of  lifci  and  difpofe  you  to  a  willingoels 
to  die.  For  this  end,  God  fends  manifold  difeafeSi 
painsi  infirmities,  wants,  firaits,  loiTes,  croiTes,  difap- 
^  poiiitments,  &c.  And,  in  a  fpecial  manner,  let  old 
people  view  the  forerunners  and  harbingers  of.  dcatbi 
which  God  fends  to  prepare  his  way  :  fuch  as  the  de- 
cays and  infirmities  of  old  age,  which  we  have  elegant* 
ly  defcribed  in  figurative  expreflions,  Ecclef.  xii.  ii« 
•*  Then  the  light  of  the  fun,  moon  and  ftars  (hall  bcdar. 
kencd  *,  i.  e.  in  old  perfons,  the  intellediual  powers  and 
faculties,  which  are  as  lights  in  the  foul,  (hall  be  weaken* 
cd.  And  then  do  **  the  clouds  return  after  rain^"  \  c« 
their  diflempers  are  frequent,  like  a  continual  dropping 
in  a  very  rainy  day,  and  the  ending  of  one  is  but  the  be- 
ginning of  another.*'  Ver.  3.  "Then  the  keepers  of  tte 
houfe  do  tren^ble  j''  i.  e.  the  head  and  hands,  which  wcie 
employed  for  the  prefervation  of  the  body,  do  (hake* 
*  The  llrong  men  bow  thcmfelvcs ;"  the  legs  and  thighSi 
which  are  the  pillars  of  the  houle,  become  Weak  and 
feeble.  "  The  jgrinders  cafe,  becaufe  they  arc  iewi"  i*^' 
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ijbe  teethy  which,  like  the  upper  and  nether  milftone, 
.  do  grind,  our  meat,  and  prepare  it  for  concodioni  then 
ceafe  to  do  their  part.  "  Thofe  that  look  out  of  the 
windows  are  darkened,"  u  f .  The  eyes  wax  dim,  where- 
by God  calls  us  to  turn  them  away  from  beholding  va- 
nity, and  to  look  after  the  things  that  are  not  feen,  ver. 
4.  **  The  daughters  of  mufic  are  brought  low :"  /.  e* 
They  have  neither  voice  nor  ears  j  they  can  neither 
fing  the  mfelves,  nor  take  pleafure  in  the  voice  of  Gnging 
men  or  finging  women.  Then  death  pulls  us,  as  it 
were,  by  the  ear,  to  think  on  the  mufic  above,  ver  5. 
"  The  almond  tree  flourtfheth ;"  /•  e.  The  hair  grows 
white,  like  an  almond  tree  in  the  blofTom.  And^  as 
the  outward  parts  of  the  body  do  weaken  and  decay, 
fo  alfo  do  the  inward  parts ;  Therefore  it  is  faid,  ver.  6, 
**  The  filver  cord  (ball  be  loofed,  the  golden  bowl  bro- 
ken, the  pitcher  broken  at  the  fountain,  and  the  wheel 
broken  at  the  ciftern  :**  /.  e.  The  filver  cord  of  the 
finews  is  loofed,  which  carries  the  faculty  of  fenfe  and 
motion  from  the  head  through  the  body.  The  head, 
which,  like  a  golden  bowl  or  box,  contains  the  brain» 
that  is  the  fountain  of  fenfe  and  motion,  through  age 
is  broken,  and  turns  crazy.  The  many  pitchers  of  the 
veins,  which  carry  the  nouriftiing  blood  from  the  well 
of  the  liver  unto  each  part  of  the  body,  become  like 
broken  veflcls.  And  the  wheel  of  the  arteries,  which 
convey  the  vital  fpirits  from  the  heart  to  the  feveral 
members  for  quickening  them,  begin  to  turn  faint  and 
languid.  All  thefe  things  do  warn  old  perfons  to  take 
their  afFe£lions  off  time's  things,  and  fet  them  on  things 
^bove,  that  they  may  be  helped  to  fay,  we  "  defire  to 
depart,  and  to  be  with  Chrift." 

But,  after  all,  fome  believers  will  have  objeflions  a- 
gainil  willingnefs  to  die,  fome  whereof  I  (hall  confider« 

OhjeB*  I.  *'  I  am  threatened  to  be  cut  off  in  the 
flower  of  mine  age." 

Anf.  Inftead  of  fretting  on  this  account,  you  ought 
rather  to  adore  and  praife  a  gracious  God,  that  is  will- 
ing to  beftow  the  reward  of  the  whole  day  upon  thee, 
avho  hail  only  lat>oure4  fome  hours  of  it.     Fraile  him, 

that 
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^at  is  willing  to  take  you  foon  home }  wlierabj  ymi 
will  prevent  much  fin  and  forrow  in  the  world. 


ObjeB.  II.  '^  I  have  houfes  and  landsj  and  a  cofl^ 
fortable  dwelling  on  the  earth.*? 

Atif.  Thefe  are  only  needful  in  your  paflage  thvouf^ 
the  world ;  above  there  is  no  ufe  for  thefe  comforts* 
There  God  provide th  manGons  for  his  people,  a  thoa- 
fand  times  more  comfortable,  John  xiv.  2. — 2  Cor. 
V.  I.  Surely  houfes  of  God's  building,  and  of  ChrifPs 
furniftiing,  are  preferable  to  the  cottages  built  by  mens 
hands. 

OljeB.  III.  "  But  I  am  loth  to  lejive  God's  ordinan- 
ces,  and  the  fweet  communion  I  have  had  with  hioi 
therein.** 

Art/.  Above  there  will  be  no  need  of  ordinandi?,  fa« 
cramcnts,  Bibles,  or  minifters ;  for  the  Lamb  will  be 
the  light  of  the  heavenly  temple,  and  all  hid  things  in 
religion  will  be  difcovered  in  Chrift*s  face.  There  yoa 
will  celebrate  an  eternal  Sabbath,  drink  the  fruit  of  the 
vine  new  with  Chrift,  be  ever  with  the  Lord,  withoat 
any  cloud  or  interruption  of  your  communion  with  him. 
Is  it  any  lofs  to  be  taken  from  the  (hallow  dreams,  and 
fct  by  the  fountain  that  is  ever  full  and  running  over. 

ObjeSl.  IV.  "  I  am  loth  to  leave  the  company  of 
godly  friends  and  relations." 

An/,  Death  will  take  you  to  your  friend  Chrift,  that 
is  far  better  than  them  all.  And  for  one  friend  yoo 
lofe  upon  earth,  you  (hall  find  an  hundred* in  heaven; 
and  thefe  godly  relations  you  leave  here,  you  (hall  foon 
meet  with  them  again  there  ;  where  you  will  have  far 
more  fweet  communion  than  poffibly  you  can  have  up« 
on  earth  with  them,  or  the  beft  of  them,  who,  while 
here,  have  feveral  infirmities  and  paffions,  that  many 
times  make  their  converfe  uncomfortable. 

OhjeB.  V.  **  But  I  would  fain  fee  the  glory  of  Zioia 
upon  earth,  when  God's  promifes  to  her  ihall  be  ac<^ 
compliflied.'* 


Anf*  So  Mofes  would  fain  have  feen  Ifrael's  happi- 
tiefs  in  the  promifed  land  :  But  his  dying  in  the  nrm 
belief  of  God's  fulfilling  all  his  promifes  to  them  therct 
w^^  jmore  acceptable  to  God,  than  his  beholding  the 
performance*  And  the  glo/y  of  the  church  militant^ 
IS  a  fight  nothing  comparable  to  that  of  the  church 
triumphant  above* 

OhjeB.  VL  "  But  I  would  incline  to  (lay  to  do  God 
more  fervice  in  his  church  below^  whofe  neceifities  are 
claumanu^ 

Anf.  I.  You  will  not  want  opportunity  for  ferving 
suid  glorifying  God  above,  and  where  you  will  be  in  a 
£ar  better  cafe  for  it.  Here,  our  hearts  are  often  out 
o£  tune  for  God's  work,  and  we  .are  forced  to  hang  our 
liarps  upon  the  willows  ;  but  above  there  are  no  willow* 
to  hang  them  on ;  no  faint  there  will  ever  complain  of 
^ny  indifpofition  of  heart  or  tongue. 

2.  God  knows  the  neceflities  of  his  church,  and  is 
SKI  ore  concerned  for  them  than  thou  canfl:  be ;  and  it  is 
c^fyfor  him  to  raife  up  inftruments  to  carry  on  his 
Mrork  when  thou  are  gone. 

OhjeB.  VII.  "  I  am  afraid  of  the  pain  and  pangs  of 
death.     The  thoughts  of  thefe  make  me  (brink  back.*' 

Anf^  I.  Many  die  without  much  feeming  fenfe  of 
pain,  and  it  is  probable  have  lefs  pain  at  the  hour  of 
death,  than  th«y  have  fclt  under  feveral  former  difeafes. 
2.  If  they  be  (harp,  they  are  foon  over  •,  and  each 
pang  of  death  will  fet  fm  a  ftep  nearer  the  door,  and  thy 
foui  a  ftep  nearer  home  :  And  therefore,  it  becometh  a 
Chriftian  to  die  cheerfully,  and  to  be  glad  when  he  can 
find  the  grave. 

Now,  what  I  have  faid  in  this  chapter,  is  to  the  be* 

lieving  foul :    For  it  is  no  wonder  though  the  fouls  of 

the  ungodly,  at  death,  fhrink  back  into  the  body,  and 

tremble  to  go  forth,  when  they  can  have  no  profpe£l;  of 

^ny  better  lodging  than  utter  darknefs. 

Direct. 


'«/. 
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Direct.  V.     Study  to  imitate  the  ancient  wortluei^ 
by  dying  in  faith. 

THIS  was  the  charrflcr  and  epitaph  of  the  Old- 
Teftarrent  faints,  Hcb.  xi.  1 3.  *'  Thefc  all  died  in  faith/ 
i\?  thev  had  lived  in  f^itb,  fo  they  died  in  faith.  They 
I'ot  only  continued  true  believers  to  the  laft,  dying  in 
the  ftaie  of  faith,  but  they  died  in  the  exercife  of  raith 
?Ifo.  Now,  the  exercife  of  faith  in  dying,  incladci 
feveral  things  worthy  to  be  imitated  by  all  dying  be- 
lievers. 

1.  An  open  and  profefled  adherence  to  the  dodrine 
of  faith,  and  truths  of  Chriftianity.  This  faith  all 
Chriftians  Ihould  zealoullj  own  in  the  view  of  deatfaj 
and  perfevere  in  it  to  the  laft,  without  wavering.  Thil 
uxuld  be  to  die  like  martyrs,  though  we  die  in  our 
beds.  How  ftcdfaftly  did  old  Polycarp  adhere  to  Chrift 
and  his  truths  to  the  laft,  and  fo  did  in  faith i  When 
he  was  urged  by  the  Proconful  to  deny  Chrift,  he  an- 
fwered,  "  Thefe  fourfcore  and  fix  years  have  I  fcrvcd 
him,  and  he  never  once  offended  me  :  and  how  (hall  I 
now  deny  him." 

2.  Dyin^  ii  faith  imports  an  inward,  hearty,  and 
firm  belief  of  the  fundamental  articles  of  the  Chriftian 
faith ;  and  improving  them  fo,  as  to  make  them  the 
foundation  of  cur  comfort  and  hope  at  the  hour  of 
death.  As,  for  inftance,  we  muft  yield  our  departioK 
fouls,  in  the  firm  belief  of  their  living  and  exifting  io 
a  feparate  condition  after,  this  life,  and  of  that  ftttort 
flate  of  blejlednefs  and  reft  which  God  hath  prcpaied 
for  all  believers.  Again,  we  muft  difmifs  the  body  to 
the  grave,  in  a  firm  belief  and  hope  of  a  joyful  rcfur* 
re£lion  at  the  laft  day.  Thus  that  holy  man  Job  both 
lived  and  died  in  faith,  Job  xix.  25.  26.  "  I  know  that 
my  Redeemer  liveth,  and  that  he  (hall  ftand  at  the  latter 
day  vipon  tlie  earth.  And  though,  after  my  Ikin,  worm* 
dcftroy  this  body,  yet  in  my  flefli  (hall  I  fee  God."  A 
Chriftian  then  dies  in  faith,  when  he  believes  thefc 
truths  fo,  as  cheerfully  to  obey  God's  call,  and  venture 
into  the  invifiblc  world,  upon  the  teftimony  which  Go^ 
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kth  given  concerning  it;  As  Abraham  did  in  going  oiit 
»  an  unknown  land,  Heb.  xu  i.  "  By  faith  Abraham^ 
hen  he. was  called  td  go  oat  into  a  place  which  het 
tpuld  kfter  receive  for  an  inheritance,  obeyed  y  and  he 
rent  outj  hot  knowing  Whithet  he  went." 

3.  The  believer  dies  in  faith,  when  he  makes  frefh 
fyplication  to  Chrid  as  hia  only  hope  and  Saviour,  takes 
itn  in  his  arms  of  faith^  as  old  Simeda  hid  before  his 
eath,  faying,  **  In  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  I  have  right-* 
eonfdefs  and  ftrength^"  though  Iha^e  neither  righteouf- 
leifl  nor  ftrengch  in  myfelf,  yet  I  have  both  in  him,  mj. 
tieffed  Sutety  and  Redeemer.  We  have  many  ufes  for 
aith  in  Chrift  at  the  hour  of  death.  By  faith  we  muft 
icpend  upon  ChriiVs  blood  for  making  atonement,  and 
^filing  away  the  guilt  of  all  our  bypaft  (ins.  By  faith 
ft  nluft  put  on  the  tighteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  for  cover  • 
Qg  our  naked  fouls,  when  they  are  to  appear  and  ftand 
icfoirc  God.  B^  faith  we  muft  rely  on  Chrift  for 
irength  to  fuffer  pain,  refifi  temptations,  to  conquer, 
loth  and  all  our  enemies*  By  faith  we  muft  look  td 
3mft  as  our  leader^  and  truft  lum  for  our  fafe  conduct:. 
hroUf^  the  dark  valley  of  deaths  and  for  our  fafe  land-* 
Qg  on  the  (bore  of  glory. 

4»  The  believer  dk%  in  faith,  when  .he  trufts  his  de- 
>aitiDg  foul  virith  confidence  in  his  Redeemer's  hand^ 
v/ing  with  Paul  a  Tifn.  i.  12.  **  I  know  whorn^  I  have 
^ved,  and  am  perfuadcd  that  he  is  able  to  keep  that; 
rhich.I  h^ve  con^mitted  to  him  againft  that  day."  This 
fis  the  Pfalmift's  praftic^  Pfal.  xxxi.  5  "  IntQ  thy 
land  I  commit  my  Ipirit  5  for  thou  haft  redeemed  me, 
^  Lord  God  of  truth."  80  iht  man  who  dies  in  faith^ 
ommits  the  jewel  of  his  foiil  to  his  Redeemer's  keep- 
tig,  and  confides  in  his  care  Of  it.  Why  >  lie  made 
t|  ht  hath  redeemed  it,  he  loves  it,'  it  is  his  o^^n,  a 
nember  of  his  body,  and  he  Will  not  hate  his  own  fiefh. 
le  loves  his  dying  faints  much  better  th^  we  love  an 
ye,  a  hand^  or  any  other  rnember  of  Oiir  body,  which» 
^be  fare,  we  will  riot  lofe,  if  it  be  in  our  power  to 
»vc  it.         . 

;  J.  Dying  in  faith  imports,  that  the  dying  faint  con- 
»dc8  in  God's  faithfulncffs  artd  truth  for  Aiaking  good 

Vol.  I.  U  all 
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all  his  promifes  to  his  church  and  people  after  his  detthi 
which  are  not  yet  accompliflied.  We  ihould  go  off  tb 
ftage  in  the  firm  bflief  of  God's  fulfilling  all  hispio* 
mifcs  concerning  the  profperity  of  his  church,  the  call- 
ing of  the  Jews,  the  deftruAion  of  Antt-Chriftf  ni 
,  the  fecond  coming  of  our  Lord  ;  and  likewife  coDcen* 
ing  our  families,  that  God  will  be  as  good  as  his  w6nl» 
and  be  a  father  to  the  fatherlefs,  and  a  hufband  to  tbe 
widow. 

Would  we  then  be  fo  happy  as  to  die  ia  faith,  let  ui 
take  thefe  advices  : 

I.  Let  us  be  careful  to  get  faith  before*hand;  for 
death  is  a  time  to  ufe  faith,  not  to  get  it*  They  weie 
foolifli  virgins  who  had  their  oil  to  buy  when  the  bride- 
groom was  come. 

1.  Study  to  live  every  day  in  the  exercife  of  faith, 
and  be  ftill  improving  and  making  ufe  of  Chrift  in  all 
his  officesi  and  for  all  thefe  ends  and  ufes  for  which 
God  hath  given  him  to  believers. 

3.  Be  frequently  clearing  up  your  evidences  for  hia- 
ven,  and  beware  of  lettmg  fin  blot  them  to  you.  j 

4.  Record  and  lay  up  the  experiences  of  God's  kind 
dealings  with  you,  and  be  often  refle£ting  upon  thePi 
that  you  may  have  them  ready  at  hand  in  the  hour  of 
death. 

LaJHy^  Meditate  much  on  thefe  promifesy  which  hxit 
been  fweet  and  comfortable  to  you  in  the  time  of  ftraitiy 
and  beg  that  the  IaxA  may  bring  them  to  your  remem^ 
brance  when  you  come  to  die. 

Direct.  VI.  Set  the  Examples  of  other  dyin^f  Saints 
before  you,  and  iludy  in  like  manner  to  (hine  in 
Grace,  and  be  exemplary  in  Piety  and  Hcavpilj 
Difcourfe,  for  the  Glory  of  God,  and  Good  of 
Soulsy  when  you  are  going  off  the  Stage. 

THIS  is  the  laft  opportunity  you  have  of  doing  fcr- 
vice  to  God,  and  the  inters: ft  of  religion;  whercforCf 
drive  to  improve  it  diligently  for  the  honour  of  God, 

and 
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Hid  the  edification  of  thofe  that  furvive  you.  How 
p^fant  is  it  to  fee  God's  people  leaving  the  world, 
commending  Chrift  and  his  fervice,  and  perfuming  the 
place  they  lie  in  with  their  lad  breath  ?  I  have,  Chap. 
UI.  Dire£t.  V.  and  VI.  adduced  feveral  motives  to  prefg 
this  point,  and  given  directions  concerning  the  fpeech 
and  behaviour  of  the  children  of  God  when  on  fick- 
beds,  which  I  fhall  not  repeat. 

That  which  I  defign  here  is,  to  fet  before  you  the  ex- 
amples of  fome  eminent  faints,  and  their  examplary, 
pious,  and  holy  fpeeches  and  flyings,  when  they  were 
a  dying ;  and  that,  in  order  to  confirm  and  eftablifh 
others  in  religion,  and  alfo  to  excite  them  to  imitate 
thofe  (hifling  worthies,  when  they  alfo  come  to  die. 
Surely  it  is  for  this  very  end  that  God  hath  ordered  us 
to  be  compafled  about  with  fo  great  a  cloud  pf  witnef- 
fet|  Heb.  xii.  i.     Thus  doth  the  Apoftle  improve  their 
example,  Heb.  xi.  i«     And  how  earned  is  he  in  this 
matter?  Heb.  vi.  11.  12.  "  And  we  defire  that  every 
«Qe  of  you  do  (how  the  fame  diligence,  to  th^  full  al« 
furance  of  hope  unto  the  end  ;  that  ye  be  not  flothfuli 
but  followers  of  them,  who,  through  faith  s^nd  patience, 
inherit  the  promifes.'^ 
'Khali  begin  with  fome  examples  from  the  Sacred 
Riftory ;  and,  in  the  firfl  place,  with  the  King  of  Saints, 
our  l-ord  Jefus  Chrift.     O  how  fw'^.et  md  comfortable 
vere  his  difcourfos  unto  hin  difcipie^,  when  his  death 
drew  nigh  !  and,  what  a  heavenly  prayer  did  he  make 
for  them  and  all  his  ele£l  ones  at  that  time  !  Thefe  we 
have  recorded  in  the  xiv,  xv.  xvi.  and  xvii.  chapters  of 
John ;  which  are  mod  feafonable  at  all  times  for  us  to 
read  and  meditate  upon,  but  efpeciaily  when  death  is 
approaching.     And,  likewife,  iet  us  read  the  hiftory  of 
our  Lord's  pafliou,  in  which  we  may  obferve  the  won- 
derful exprefllons  of  his  faith  in  God,  ins  patience  un-   ^ 
der  fufFerings,  his  pity  to  his  enemies,  his  love  to  his 
mother  and  his  difcipies,  his  concern  for  his  Father*s 
glory,  his  obedience  in  hi*  death,  and  his  willingnefs  to 
be  offered  up.    Thus  the  blefltd  Sun  of  RighteouLiefs 
did  ftiine  forth  moft  glorioufly  at  his  fetting,  with  the 
U  3  radiant 
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radiant  beams  of  his  heavenly  graces  and  virtues  :  and 
herein  he  hath  fet  himfelf  a  pattern  to  all  dying  faints  to 
ihc  end  of  the  world. 

Jacobi  whdn  he  was  on  his  death- bed,  called  his  foni 
together,  and  gave  thein  many  fpecial  charges  and  blef- 
fings ;  \^e  have  ht€  excellent  words  recorded  in  Gen. 
xlviii.  and  xlix.  chapters.  And,  in  particular,  how 
fweetly  doth  he  fpeak  of  the  coming  of  the  M^fliah  to 
them?  Gen.  xlix.  10.  i8<;  and  how  affeftibnatelj 
doth  he  eommend  God's  goqdnefs  and  kind  providence 
towards  him  through  his  life  ?  Gen.  xlviii.  15.  id. 
"  The  God  which  fed  me  all  my  life  long  unto  tbif 
day,'*  &c.     ' 

Jofeph,  when  he  was  a- dying,  fpoke  lovingly  to  b!i 
brethren,  who  had  dealt  cruelly  with  him  ;  and  affuicd 
them  6f  the  Lord's  faichfulnefs  in  keeping  his  promife 
to  their  fathers.  Gen.  1.  20.  ^^  I  die,  and  God  will 
furcly  vifit  you,  and  bring  you  out  of  this  landJ* 

Mofes,  when  he  was  to  go  up  to  mount  Nebd,  to  die 
there,  left  mainy.bleflings,  and  gave  many  weighty  charts 
to  the  children  of  Ifrael  \  We  have  his  holy  and  rayiih- 
ing  Words  recorded,  Peut.  xxxii.  and  xxxiii.  cbaptefs, 
And,  particulary,  how  pleafantly  doth  he  commend  God 
and  his  ways  to  the  people  !  Deut.  xxxii*  4  5*  He  is  , 
the  rock,  his  work  is  perfed  ;  for  all  his  ways  are  judg* 
ment :  a  God  of  truth,  and  without  iniquity  *,  jult  and 
right  is  he." 

'    JoQiua,  when  he  was  near  his  end,  gave  many  folemn 
changes  and  exhortations  to  the  people,  which  w^  hai^e 
liarrated,  Jo(h.  xxiii.  and  xxiv.  chapters.    And  there  we 
may  fee  the  remarkable  methods  he  takes  to  rivet  im- 
preiGons  and  convifiions  upon  them,  now  when  he  can 
inftru£l  thc;m  no  longer.     And  partieularly  he  appeaU 
to  their  confciences  concerning  the  faiihfulnefs  of  God 
in  keeping  his  word  to  them,  that  fo  he  might  engage 
them  to  fidelity  to  him,  Jodi.  xxiii.  14'  **  And  bchol^^i 
this  day  I  am  going  the  way  of  all  the  earth,   and  yo^ 
know  in  all  your  hearts  and  in  all  your  fouls,  that  o^^ 
one  thing  hath  failed  of  all  the  good  things  which  tl^^ 
Lord  your  Cod  fpakc  concerning  yow." 
-  Davicl* 
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David,  when  his  end  was  near,  afTembled  the  people, 
and  folemnly  charged  them,  as  in  the  audience  of  God, 
to  keep  his  commandments,  i  Chron.  xxviii.  8-  9*  And 
particularly  he  charged  his  fon  and  fuccefTor  Solomon, 
to  *'  know  the  God  of  his  fatliery  and  to  ferve  him  with 
a  perfect  heart,  and  with  a  willing  mind.'* 

The  Apoftle  Paul,  when  taking  his  lad  farewell  of 
the  elders  of  Ephefus,  mod  folemnly  charges  chem,  to 
**  take  heed  to  themfelyes,  and  the  flocks  ov«r  which 
the  Holy  Ghoft  had  made  them  ovcrfeers,"  A6ls  xx.  28.' 
And  bow  fweetly  doth  he  fing  in  the  view  of  approach- 
ing death,  2  Tim.  iv.  6,  7,  8.  *'  I  am  now  ready  to  be 
offered,  the  time  of  my  departure  is  at  hand.  I  have 
fought  a  good  fight,  I  have  finilhed  my  courfe,  I  have 
kept  the  faith.  Henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a 
crown  of  righteoufnefs,  which  the  Lord,  the  righteous, 
judge,  (hall  give  me  at  that  day  ;  and  not  to  me  only, 
but  unto  ^hem  alfo  that  love  his  appearing." 

In  imitation  of  thofe  fcripture- faints,  the  people  of 
God,  in  all  ages,  have  (ludied  to  glorify  God  and  edify 
men  at  their  death,  by  commending  God  and  godlinefs 
to  their  friends  and  families.  Thofe  we  ought  to  teach 
by  our  example,  both  how  to  live  and  how  to  die,  as 
others  have  done  before  us.  Thus  faid  once  a  dying 
faint  to  his  family,  **  I  have  formerly  taught  you  how 
to  live,  and  now  1  teach  you  how  to  die." 

Now,  becaufe  in  all  ages  the  fpecches  of  dying  Chrif- 
tians  have;  been  much  obferved,  that  God  hath  remark*- 
ably  blefled  them  to  the  eftablifhment  and  confirmation, 
quickening  and  exciting,  of  others  to  imitate  them  y  I 
ihall  bring  feveral  examples  from  human  hiftories  and 
Writings,  and  moftly  from  Clark's  Lives,  of  fundry  emi- 
nent faints,  whofe  graces  have  (hone brightett,  ani  theif 
fpeeches  were  molt  heavenly,  when  the  fun  of  their  life 
Was  at  the  fetting- 

I  •  That  old  difciple,  Polycarp,  when  he  came  to  the 
ftake  at  which  i\p  was  burnt,  defired  to  (land  untied, 
faying,  *'  Let  ihe  alone ;  for  he  that  gave  me  (Irength 
to  come  to  the  fire,  will  give  me  patience  to  endure  the 
flame  without  your  tying." 

2.  So 
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1.  So  holy  Cyprian  triumphed  over  deathy  fayin] 
**  Let  him  only  fear  death,  who  muft  paft  from  th 
death  to  the  fecond  death*  When  he  heard  the  fei 
tence  of  death .  pronounce.'!  againft  him,  he  fail 
**  I  thank  God  for  freeing  me  from  the  prifon  of  th 
body" 

3*  Bafil,  when  the  Emperor  Valens  fent  his  officei 
to  tempt  him  with  great  preferments  to  turn  from  tl 
fakh,  he  rcjrfted  them  with  fcorn,  faying»  *•  You  ma 
offer  thefe  things  to  children.**  And  when  they  threat 
cued  him  with  fuffcrings,  he  faid,  "  Threaten  yoii 
purple  gallants  with  thefe  things,  that  give  themfelrc 
to  their  plcafurcs." 

When  Modeftus  the  Prefeft  threatened  Bafil  to  con 
fifcate  his  goods,  to  torment  him,  to  banifli  him,  or  U 
him,  he  anfwered,  *^  He  need  not  fear  confifcation  tba 
hath  nothing  to  lofe ;  nor  baniihment,  to  whom  heava 
only  is  a  country ;  nor  torments,  when  his  body  woak 
be  daflied  with  one  blow ;  nor  death,  which  is  the  onl] 
way  to  fet  him  at  liberty.'*  The  Prcfcdl  telling  hinji  h 
was  mad,  he  faid,  Opto  me  in  aiernum  Jic  deliraft^  ^^  i 
wifli  I  may  forever  be  thus  mad.*' 

4.  Ignatius  being  led  from  Syria  to  Rome  to  be  ton 
in  pices  of  wild  beads,  he  exprefTed  his  fear  left  it  ihottk 
happen  to  him  as  to  fome  others,  that  the  lions,  out  0 
a  kind  of  reverence,  would  not  dare  to  touch  him*  Aiu 
therefore  he  often  wifhed,  "  That  their  appetites  migb 
be  whetted  to  difpatch  him.  For  (fays  he)  the  lion 
teeth  are  but  like  a  mill,  which,  though  it  bruifeth,  ye 
wafteth  not  the  good  wheat,  only  prepares  and  fits  it  t< 
be  made  pure  bread.  Let  me  be  broken  by  them,  fo 
may  be  made  pure  manchent  for  heaven.** 

5.  The  great  Mr  Knox,  our  Reformer,  when  he  la 
a-dying,  was  much  in  prayer,  ever  crying,  "  Cotos 
Lord  Jcfus ;  fweet  Jefus,  into  thy  hands  i  commeu 
my  fpirit.*'  Bering  alked,  by  thpfe  that  attended  him, 
his  pain  was  ^reat  ?  he  anfwered,  that  *'  He  did  n< 
efteem  that  a  pain,  which  vvouid  be  to  him  the  end  < 
all  trouble,  snd  the  bcgginnnig  of  eternal  joys.*'  Oi 
times,  after  fome  deep  meditations,  he  faid,  "  O  fcr 

tl 
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Aie  Lord  in  fear,  and  death  (hall  not  be  terrible  to  you : 
bkfled  18  the  death  of  thofe  that  have  part  in  the  death 
of  Jcfus.'' 

!         After  a  fore  temptation  from  Satan  (which  I  former- 

!  1?  mentioned)  over  which  he  triumphed  at  length,  he 
laid,  "  Now  the  enemy  is  gone  away  alhamed^  and 
(hall  no  more  return.  I  am  fuie  now  my  battle  is  at 
an  end,  and  that  without  pain  of  body,  or  trouble  of 
'  ipirit,  1  (hall  Portly  change  this  mortal  and  miferable 
life,  with  chat  happy  and  immortal  life,  which  (hall 
ne?er  have  an  end."  After  one  had  prayed  for  him, 
he  was  aiked,  whether  he  heard  the  prayer  ?   He  an- 

'  fwered,  **  Would  to  God  you  had  heard  it  with  fuch 
an  ear  and  heart  as  I  have  done!*'  Adding,  "  Lord 
Jcfus  receive  my  fpirit.*'     With  which  words,  without 

.     any  motion  of  hands  or  feet,  as  one  falling  afleep,  rather 

[     than  dying,  he  ended  his  life. 

6.  Dr  Gouge,  when  he  was  old  and  dying,  was  fore 

\  afflided  with  the  ftone,  and  other  painful  maladies  ;  yet 
though,  by  reafon  of  his  pains,  he  was  often  heard  to 
groan,  he  never  once  grumbled  againft  th-*  difpenfa- 
tions  of  God  :  He  never  cried  out,  A  great  fufferery  but 
often,  A  great finner :  Yet  ftill  comforted  himfelf,  that 
there  is  a  great  Saviour.      In  his  grcrateft  torments  he 

i  would  fay,  **  Well,  yet  in  all  thefe  there  ia  nothing  of 
hell,  or  of  God's  wrath.  O  my  foul,  dc  filent,  ce  pa- 
tient. It  is  thy  God  and  Father  that  thus  orders  thine 
.  €ftatc.  Thou  art  his  clay  \  he  may  tread  and  trample 
^pon  thee  as  he  pleafeth,  thou  haft  deferved  much  i  lore, 
It  is  enough  that  thou  art  kept  out  of  hell,  though  thy 
pains  be  grievous,  yet  they  are  not  intolerable,  thy  God 
affords  fomc  intermiffions  \  he  will  turn  it  to  thy  good, 
^nd  at  length  put  an  end  to  all  \  and  none  of  thefe 
comforts  can  be  expefted  in  hell."  In  his  greatelt 
P^ins,  he  often  ufed  holy  Job's  words,  "  Shall  we  re- 
stive good  from  the  hands  of  the  Lord,  and  not  evil 
jilfo  ?"  When  any  of  his  friends  would  have  comforted 
him,  with  telling  him  of  his  eminent  gifts  and  lervicc 
^^  the  miniftry,  he  would  anfwer,  "  1  dare  not  think 
^f  any  fuch  thing  for  comfort :  Only  Jefus  Chrilt,  and 
^hat  he  hath  done  and  endured,  is  the  ground  of  my 

•  fure 
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fure  comfort."     The  thoughts  of  death  were  pledanff 
to  him,  which  he  often  termed^  his  beft  friend^  next 
unto  Jefus  Chrid.      And  he  would  blefs  God,  that  be 
Irad  nothing  to  do,  but  to  die. 

7.  I  have  read  of  another  minider  under  the  like  ex« 
treme  pains.  When  he  was  afked  how  he  did  ?  His 
frequent  anfwcr  was  :  **  The  bufti  always  burning  but 
cot  confumed  ;  though  my  pains  are  above  the  ftrength 
of  nature,  yet  they  are  not  above  the  fupports  of  grace* 
He  would  pray.  Lord,  drop  comfort  into  thefe  bitter 
waters  of  Marah.  Let  the  blood  of  fprinkling,  which 
extinguifheth  the  fire  of  thine  anger,  allay  my  burning 
pain.  Oh,  if  my  patience  were  more,  my  pains  would 
be  lefs  ;  Lord,  give  me  patience,  and  inflidl  what  tbou 
wilt.  This  is  a  fiery  chariot,  but  it  will  carry  me  to 
heaven.  O  my  God,  break  open  the  prifon-door,  and 
let  my  poor  captive  foul  fiee  :  I  defire  to  be  diflblved, 
but  enable  me  willingly  to  wait  thy  time.''  He  would 
cry  again,  **  when  (hall  the  time  come,  that  I  (hall  nei- 
ther (in  more  nor  forrow  more  j  Lord,  keep  me  from 
difhonouring  thy  name  by  impatience.  Oh,  who  would 
not,  even  in  burnings,  have  honourable  thoughts  of 
God  !  J^ord,  thou  givefl  me  no  occafion  to  have  bard 
thoughts  of  thee.  Blefled  be  God,  for  the  peace  of 
mine  inward  man,  when  my  outward  man  is  fo  full  of 
trouble.  This  is  a  bitter  cup,  but  it  is  of  my  Father's 
mixing  5  and,  (hall  1  not  then  drink  it  ?" 

8.  Mrs  Jane  Af^ew,  who  was  a  martyr  in  king 
Henry's  reign,  to  her  confeflion  in  Newgate,  (he  thus 
fubfcribed :  written  by  nie  Jane  Afkew,  that  neither 
wiflieth  death,  nor  fearcth  its  might,  and  as  merry  as 
one  bound  towards  heaven.  When  the  Chancellor  fcnt 
her  letters  at  the  (lake,  offering  her  the  king's  pardon» 
if  (lie  would  recant  ^  tlie,  refuting  to  look  upon  theDdi 
gave  thib  anfwer  •,  *•  that  (he  came  not  thither  to  deny 
htr  Lord  and  Mafter." 

9.  Mr  James  Bainham,  when  he  was  at  the  (lake,  in 
tlie  midft  of  the  burning  fire  which  had  half  confumed 
his  legs  and  arms,  fpake  thtfe  words :  "  O  yc  Papifts  • 
behold  yc  look  for  miracles,  and  here  now  yc  may  fee  > 

miracl^f 


Choice  Sayings  of  Dying  Sainis.  x6l 

tmtacle ;  for  in  this  fire  I  feci  no  more  pain  than  if  1 
wcfe  on  a  bed  of  down  ;  it  is  tq  me  a§  a  bed  of  rofcs." 

10.  John  Lambert,  as  he  was  burning  in  Smithfield, 
and  his  legs  were  quite  confumed  with  the  fire,  he  lift 
vp  his  hands,  his  fingers  flaming  like  torches,  but  his 
heart  abounding  with  comfort,  crying  out,  ^*  ,None  but 
Chrift,  none  but  Ghrift." 

11.  Mr  Robert  Glover,  a  little  before  his  death,  had 
Joft  the  fenfe  of  God's  favour,  for  which  he  was  in  great 
hcavinefs  and  forrow;  but  when  he  came  witnin  fight 
of  the  (lake  at  which  he  was  to  fuffer,  he  was  on  a  fud- 
dcn  fo  filled  with  divine  comfort,  that,  clapping  his 
hands  together,  he  cried  out  to  his  fervant,  **  He  is  come, 
he  \%  come  ;*'  and  fo  died  moft  cheerfully, 

12.  It  was  a  faying  of  Auguftine,  "  Boughs  fall  off 
tfees,  and  (tones  out  of  buildings  \  and,  why  ihpuld  it 
fccm  ftrange  that  mortal  men  die  !" 

13.  Mr  John  Dod  had  fo  violent  a  fever,  that  there 
^as  but  little  hope  of  his  life  ;  yet  at  length  his  phyfi- 
ciw  coming  to  him,,  faid,  **  Now  I  h^ve  hope  of  your 
Jfccoverf  .**  To  whom  Mr  Dod  anfwcred,  "  You  think 
to  comfort  me  with  this,  but  you  make  my  heart  fad. 
It  b  as  if  you  (hould  tell  one,  who  had  been  fore 
'feather-beaten  at  fea,  and  conceiving  he  was  now  ar* 
rived  at  the  haven  where  his  foul  longecj  to  be,  that 
he  mud  go  back  again  to  be  toficd  with  new  wind$  af^d 
'^ayes.'- 

He  would  often  fay  in  his  lafl  ficknefs,  **  I  am  not 
afraid  to  look  death  in  the  face,  I  can  fay,  Death, 
^hcre  is  thy  (ling  ?  death  cannot  hurt  me.'* 

He  ufed  to  fay,  "  The  kriowledge  of  two  things 
^ouldmakc  one  willing  to  die,  viz.  What  heaven  is, 
^dthat  it  is  mine."  "  Yes,"  faid  one,  "  if  a  man  were 
fureof  that."  To  whom  he  anfwered, "  Truly  affurance 
is  tobe  had;  and,  what  have  webeen  doing  all  this  while  ?" 
Some  others  of  the  fayings  of  this  holy  man,  were  fo 
pithy  and  remarkable,  I  cannot  pafs  them  here. 

Once  Mr  Dod  coming  to  vifit  a  godly  mitiifter  on  his 

4cath-bed,  who  was  much  oppre(red  with  melancholy, 

;  ^nd  complained  to  him,  faying,  "  O  Mr  Dod,  what  will 

'  you  fay  of  him,  who  is  going  out  of  the  world^  and 

k    Vol,  I.  X      '  ca^ 
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can  find  no  comfort  ?"  To  whom  Mr  Dod  anfwere 
«*  What  will  you  fay  of  our  Saviour  Chrift,  who,  wb 
he  was  ^oinv>  out  of  the  world,  found  no  comfort,  b 
trie<l  out,  "  My  God,  my  God,  why  Jiaft  thou  foriab 
tne?"  He  faia  of  affliftions,  they  are  God's  portion 
which  we  n)?y  fwccten  by  faith  and  faithful  prayei 
but  we,  for  the  mod  part,  make  them  bitteri  puttiii 
into  God's  cup  the  evil  ingredients  of  our  impatieni; 
jind  unbelief.  He  called  death  the  friend  of  grao 
though  it  be  the  enemy  of  nature ;  for,  whereas  th 
word,  facraments,  and  prayer,  do  but  weaken  fin,  dcati 
kills  it."  He  ufcd  to  fay,  "  A  man  is  never  in  a  bar 
condition  unlefs  he  have  a  hard  heart,  and  cannc 
pray."  He  inftrufted  Chriftians  how  they  iOiorf 
never  have  a  great  nor  lading  afHi£kion,  and  that  vaf 
by  looking  upon  the  things  that  are  not  feen,  whid 
are  eternal,  2  Cor.  iv-  17.  18.  For,  what  can  b 
gKat  to  him,  that  counts  the  world  nothing  ?  And 
what  can  W  long  to  him,  that  counts  his  life  but ' 
fpan  long  ?  Wbtn  he  faw  a  Chriftian  look  fad,  b 
would  fay,  as  Jonadab  did  to  Amnon,  ^*  Art  thoa 
king's  fon,,  and  looked  fo  ill  ?"  And,  when  fuch  com 
plained  to  hini  of  their  erodes  and  lodes,  he  would  u( 
the  words  of  Eliphaz  to  Job,  i*  Do  the  confolations  1e 
God  feem  fmali  to  you  ?  God  hath  taken  from  yo 
your  chikiren,  your  goods,  &c.  but  he  hath  not  take: 
from  you  himfelf,  his  Chrill,  nor  his  Spirit,  nor  hearer 
nor  erernal  life." 

To  a  friend  of  his,  that  rofe  from  a  mean  to  a  grci 
cdate,  he  fent  word,  "  That  this  was  but  as  if  he  dioul' 
go  out  of  a  boat  into  a  barge  or  diip  ;  but  he  ought  fc 
rioufly  to  remember,  that,  whild  he  was  in  this  wor](l 
he  was  but  upon  the  floating  fea." 

He  often  faid,  that  if  it  were  lawful  to  envy  any,  h 
would  envy  thofe  that  turn  to  God  in  their  youtb 
whereby  they  efcape  much  fin  and  forrow,  and  are  liiu 
Jacob,  that  itolc  the  blefling  betimes.  He  ufed  U 
compare  re^proofs  given  in  pailion,  to  fcalding  potions 
which  the  patient  could  not  take  down;  in  reproof 
we  fhould  labour  for  meeknefs  and  wifdom,  ufing  frf" 
worddt  and  hard  arguments* 

He 
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iie  was  si  moft  popular  minifter,  but  much  perfecuN 
ed*  Once  he  took  a  journey  to  fee  his  father  in>law» 
Mr  Greenham^  and  to  bemoan  himfelf  to  him,  upon 
account  of  his  croifes  and  hard  ufage.  Mr  Greenham^ 
hairing  heard  all  he  could  fay,  anfwered  him  tbus  : 
*«  Son,  foHj  when  afflidlion  Heth  heavy,  fin  lieth  light.'* 
Kr  Dod  ufed  often  to  blefs  God  for  this  fpeech,  faying^ 
if  Mr  Greenham  had  bemoaned  him  as  he  expelled,  he 
had  doiie  him  much  hurt.  He  forgot  not  this  faying 
in  his  old  age,  but  made  excellent  life  of  it  for  himfelf 
and  others. 

14.  CEcolampadius,  that  famous  divine  of  Switzer- 
htid,  wheii  lying  on  his  death-bed,  an']  being  aflced, 
Whether  the  light  did  not  offend  him  i  He  anfwered^ 
pointing  to  his  bread,  "  Hie  fat  hcis  Here  is  abund- 
aqce  of  light,"  meaning  of  comfort  and  joy.  He  afked 
one  of  bis  friends,  What  news  ?  His  friend  anfwered^ 
None.  "  Then,"  faith  he,  "  I  will  tell  you  fome  news  ; 

J  1  (h^U  prefently  be  with  my  Lord  Chriil." 

15.  A  certain  godly  man,  pafling  through  his  laft 
Ccknefs  with  extraordinary  calmnefs  of  confcience,  be- 

.  iog  aiked  by  fome  of  his  friends  anent  it,  he  anfwered ^ 
d^t  be  had  ftedfaftly  fi^ed  his  heart  upon  the  fweet 
pTQinife,  Ifa.  xxyi-  3.    "  Thou  wik  keep  him  in  pcrfedl 

J  peace,  wbofe  mind  is  ftayed  on  thee  \  becaufe  he  truft- 
cth  in  thee.'^  And  my  God  (faith  he)  hath  gracioufly 
9Ude  it  fully  good  unto  my  fou). 

16.  Mr  Robert  I^o^bn,  minifter  at  Broughton,  well 
iuu)wn  by  his  writings,  in  time  of  his  lad  ficknefs,  which 
^as  long  and  (harp,  often  breathed  out  thefe  words : 
"Oh,  when  will  this  good  hour  come  ^  When  Ihall 
I  be  diffolvcd  ?  When  Ihall  I  be  with  Chrid  V'  Being 
told,  that  to  be  difTolved  was  indeed  better  for  him, 
yet  it  would  be  better  for  the  church  that  he  would 
Itay  here ;  he  anfwcred>  •*  If  1  have  found  favour  in  the 
eyes  of  the  Lord,  he  will  bring  me  again,  and  ihew 
ine  both  it  and  his  habitation ;  but,  if  other  wife,  lo, 
here  1  am,  let  him  do  what  feemeth  good  in  his  eyes." 
Being  afked  by  another,  if  he  would  not  bd  content  to 

*  five,  if  it  plcafed  God  i   He  anfwered,  "  1  grant  that 

X  2  lif^ 
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life  Is  a  p[reat  bl<^fling  of  God,  neither  will  I  negle£t  txm  ; 
inean«  that  may  preferve  it ;  and  do  heartily  fubmit  cc 
God*s  will ;  but  of  the  two,  1  infinitely  defire  more  t<9 
be  diflblvcd,  and  to  be  with  Chrift."     He  bade  all  that 
came  to  fee  him,  make  fure  of  Chrift  before  they  cain^ 
to  die,  and  look  upon  the  world  now  as  a  lump  of  va» 
nity.     He  encouraged  the  miniflers  that  came  to  him, 
to  be  diligent  and  courageous  in  the  work  of  the  Lord, 
dnd  not  to  faint  nor  droop  for  any  afRidtion  that  ihoold    \ 
arife  thereupon. 

When  he  found  himfelf  very  weak,  he  called  for  his 
wife  and  children.  He  defired  her  to  bear  his  difToItt- 
tion,  which  was  now  at  hand,  with  a  Chriftian  forti- 
tude ;  a  thing  he  had  been  preparing  her  for  by  the 
fpace  of  twenty  years  *,  and  bade  her  make  no  doubt 
but  (lie  (hould  meet  him  again  in  heaven.  He  eihoit* 
ed  his  children  to  remember  thofe  things  he  had  fire- 
quently  told  them  before ;  adding^  '*  That  he  hoped 
and  believed,  that  none  of  them  durft  think  to  meet  Urn 
at  the  great  tribunal  in  an  unregenerate  (late. 

Some  of  his  parifh  coming  ro  watch  with  him,  it  was 
moved,  that  as  by  his  doSrine  he  had  difcovered  to 
them  the  exceeding  comforts  that  were  in  Chrft,  fo  he 
would  now  tell  them  what  he  felt  in  his  own  foul.  Alas! 
(faid  he)  do  you  look  for  that  of  me  now,  that  wants 
breath  and  ftrength  to  fpeak  ?  I  have  told  you  enough 
in  my  miniftry ;  but  yet,  to  fatisfy  you,  I  am,  by  tic 
wonderful  mercies  of  God,  as  iJiX  of  comfort  as  my 
heart  can  hold ;  and  I  feel  nothing  in  my  foul  but  Chrilli 
with  whom  1  heartily  defire  to  be."  And  obferving 
fome  weeping,  he  looked  to  them,  and  faid,  **  Oh,  what 
a  deal  ado  there  is  before  one  can  die." 

When  the  pangs  of  death  were  upon  him,  being  told 
that  fome  of  his  dear  friends  were  about  him  to  take 
their  laft  farewell,  hecaufed  himfelf  to  be  raifed  up  in 
his  bed ;  And,  after  a  few  grafpings  for  breath,  he  faidt 
**  I  am  now  drawing  on  a  pace  to  my  diffolution  ;  hold 
out,  faith  and  patience,  your  work  will  fpeedily  be  at 
an  end."  And  then,  (baking  them  all  by  the  hands,  he 
prayed  heartily  and  particularly  for  them ;  and  de(ired 

them 
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^'^^  to  make  fure  of  heaven,  and  to  bear  in  mind  what 
^^  ^ad  formerly  told  them  in  his  miniftry  ;  proteliiQg 
to  them,  that  the  doftrine  he  had  preached  to  them  for 
the  fpacc  of  twenty  years  was  the  truth  of  God,  as  he 
B)ould  anfwer  it  at  the  tribunal  of  Chhft,  before  whom 
l)e  fliould  (hortly  appear. 

When  he  was  ftruggling  with  death,  a  very  dear 
friend  taking  him  by  the  hand,  afked  him,  if  he  felt  not 
much  pain  :  "  TruJy  no  (faid  he)  the  greateft  I  feel  is 
your  cold  hand." 

17.  Mr  John  Holland,  a  godly  minider,  continued 
his  nfual  praftice  of  expounding  the  fcripture  in  his 
fiamily  to  the  laft  \  and  the  day  before  his  death,  he 
called  for  ihe  Bible,  and,  caufing  another  read  the  eight 
chapter  of  the  Romans,  he  difcourfed  upon  it  verfe  by 
vcrfe ;  but  on  a  fudden,  he  faid,  "  O  (lay,  your  read- 
ing ;  what  a  brightnefs  is  this  I  fee  !  Have  you  lighted 
up  any  candles  ?"  A  (lander  by  faid,  no,  it  is  the  fun- 
(hine  (for  it  was  about  five  o*clock  in  a  clear  fummer's 
evening.)  **  Sun-fhine  !  faith  he,  nay,  it  is  my  Savi- 
our's (hine.  Now,  farewel  world ;  welcome  heaven  \ 
thie  day-flar  from  on  high  hath  vifited  my  heart :  O 
fpeak  it  when  I  am  gone,  and  preach  it  at  my  funeral ; 
God  dealeth  familiarly  with  man,  I  feel  his  mercy,  I 
fee  his  majefty ;  whether  in  the  body,  or  out  of  the 
body,  I  cannot  tell,  God  he  knoweth  j  but  I  fee  things 
that  are  unutterable.'*  And  in  this  rapture  he  conti- 
nued till  he  died. 

18.  1  knew  not  long  ago  an  eminently  godly  man  G. 
M.  that  fell  into  feveral  fuch  extraordinary  raptures 
fometime  before  his  death,  fuch  as  his  bodily  ftrength 
and  fpirit  were  not  able  tp  fupport  under,  though  he 
had  no  ficknefs.  Sometimes  he  was  fo  iwallowed  up 
and  overcome  by  the  manifeftations  of  God's  love  to 
his  foul,  that  his  words  could  not  be  well  underitood  ; 
his  natural  colour,  heat,  and  (trength,  would  fo  go  off, 
that  all  about  him  would  conclude  him  to  be  dying  : 
But,  when  he  was  able  to  get  words  uttered,  they  were 
fo  heavenly  and  ravifhing  concerning  the  love  of  Chrift, 
and  freedom  of  grace,  that  by-flanders  could  not  hear 
him  without  weeping.    Sometimes  minifters,  when  th«;y 

came 
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came  to  viiit  liinriy  and  found  him  in  thefe  raptures,  were 
forced  to  turn  all  their  prayers  in  his  behalf  into  praifci, 
except  feme  petitions  they  would  put  up  to  Godj  ^*  that 
he  Height  gracioully  fpare  and  be  tender  of  his  weak  bo* 
dy,  >ind  enable  him  to  bear  that  load  of  loving- kindneft 
Goi!  was  pleafed  to  let  out  to  him,  and  which  his  prc- 
fent  bodily  ftrcngth  was  not  fufficient  for.*'     Yea^  they 
would  be  put  to  cry,  "  Lord,  if  it  be  thy  will,  hold 
thy  hand,  fcr  he  is  but  a  clay  vefTel  \  this  new  wine  will 
burfl;  the  old  bottle  *,  prcferve  him  in  life  as  a  monument 
of  the  rich  grace  of  God,  for  the  convi£lion  of  Athcifti    i 
and  carnal  people,  and  for  the  confirmation  of  the  faith 
of  the  children  of  God.'*      Some  times  he  would  cryi 
in  abrupt  exprclRons,  "  O  angels,  help  mc  to  praife 
him  !    O  faints,  admire  his  love,  and  wonder  sft  himt 
Agair.,  O  flames  of  love  !    My  foul  feeth  Chrift  !  The 
heavens  open  !    I  fee  a  throne,  and  the   Lamb  in  the 
midft  of  the  throfie  !     O  what  think  ye  of  Cairift? 
My  foul  breathes, — breathes  towards  him  !    My  fpirit 
is  exhaled  out  of  me  by  the  manifeflations  of  God." 
He  ufed  frequently  to  fay,  with  a  heavenly  air,  to  hii 
friends,  "  O  what  think  ye  of  Chrift  ?"     When  to 
extafy  did  fomewhat  abate,  fo  that  he  attained  a  plea- 
fant  calmnefs  of  thought,  and  freedom  of  fpeech,  be 
would  difcourfe  of  the  myfteries  of  religion,  the  elefl" 
ing  love  of  God,  the  freedom  of  grace,  the  unfearcb- 
able  riches  of  Chrift,  and  the  glorious  contrivance  ^^ 
redemption  through  his  death  and  facrifice  !  ^,1  fay,  b^ 
would  talk  of  thefe  things  more  like  an  angel  than  ^ 
man.      For  fuch  was  his  heavenly  eloquence,  fluen-^t 
of  words,  and  facility  of  (peaking  upon  thefe  fubje£l^  ^» 
(which  otherwife  was  not  natural  to  him^  that  thc^  ^* 
who  came  to  fee  him  were  exceedingly  furprifed  a^^^ 
aftoniihed  to  hear  him.      His  body  gradually  weake  ^P 
ed  under  thefe  raptures  of  fpirit,  and  he  longed  mu^3 
to  be  off  the  world,  becaufe  he  could  be  fo  little  uC^^ 
fui  in  it  for  advancing  God's  honour.      He  reckon^^ 
himfelf  bound  to  improve  the  ihort  time  he  was  like    ^ 
have  here,   in  commending  Chrift  and  religion  to  ^^ 
that  he  had  acccis  to,    and  alfo  to  admonifti  them     ^ 
any  thing  he  knew  amifs  in  them,  which  he  did  mc^^ 

convincingly-' 
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convincingly.  And  having  occafion  to  fee  feme  who 
'vilipended  the  edablilhed  church,  and  the  ordinances 
difpenfed  in  it  \  he  highly  commended  the  ordinances, 
and  told  them,  that  from  his  own  fweet  experience  he 
could  fay.  that  God  was  to  be  found  in  them.  .  He 
feemed  to  have  fin  woiiderfuUy  mortified  ;  for  hf  com- 

Elained  of  no  other  heart- pUgue  but  felf,  and  it  was 
is  great  exercife  to  gn  felf  wholly  fubdued  ;  he  pur- 
fued  it  through  many  of  its  windings  and  lurking  pla^ 
cesy  and,  after  all,  he  would  regret  his  little  fuccefs  a- 
gainft  it. 

**  For,"  faith  he  «*  when  I  am  in  my  moft  elevated 
frames,  and  admitted  to  the  neareit  accefs  to  my  Re- 
deemer, that  fubtile  enemy,  felf,  will  enter  in  with  me 
and  offer  to  pull  the  crown  off  his  head  before  my 
face.'* 

Once,  after  hearing  a  fermon  on  Pfal.  Ixxxv.  8.  "  I 
^Krill  hear  what  God  the  Lord  will  fpeak,"  he  broke  out 
in  a  rapturous  difcourfe  to  one  that  came  to  fee  him, 
blefling  God  that  he  had  fpoke  to  him  in  that  fermon^ 
**  O  (faid  he)  what  am  I,  that  the  rock  of  Ifrael  (hould 
Iiave  (poke  to  me  thefe  three  fermon  days  bygone,  af- 
iuring  me  that  all  my  fips  are  forgiven  ?  What  am  I, 
a  vile  worm,  that  he  fliould  be  fo  kind  and  condefcend- 
ing,  as  to  difcover  Chrift  and  heaven  in  fuch  a  manner 
to  me,  and  allbre  me  that  I  will  (hortly  be  with  him  ? 
Oh  I  thought  that  I  had  finned  him  away  from  me,  but 
1  fee  he  will  "not  bide  away  !  O  admirable  free  grace  ? 
O  help  me  to  ^raife  him  I" 

When  death  drew  near,  there  was  fomc  alteration  in 
Jiis  cafe;  yet  he  never  queftioned  his  intereftin  Chrift  j 
but  ftill  afferted,  '•  1  know  he  is  my  God  and  Rdeem- 
cr,  and  1  Ihall  be  (hortly  with  him."  And  once,  when 
lie  was  ready  to  complain  for  want  of  God's  wonted 
manifeftations,  he  faid,  the  Lord  knew  his  body  was 
now  weak,  and  could  not  bear  what  formerly  he  had 
met  with,  yet  (faid  he)  glory  to  his  name,  he  hath  giv- 
«n  me  three  blinks  fince  my  laft  illnefs  began. 

1,9.  Dr  Harris,  head  of  Trinity  college  in  Oxfordi 
5n  ^is  laft  ficknefs  ufed  to  exhort  all  about  him  to  get 
Jfaith  above  all  things.     **  It  is  (faid  he)  your  vidlory, 

your 
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your  peace,  your  life,  your  croMm,  and  yout  chiefe^ 
piece  of  fpiritual  armour.  Howbeit,  get  on  all  other 
pieces,  and  go  forth  in  the  Lord's  might :  (land  to  the 
figlit,  and  thy  iflue  (hall  be  glorious.  Only  forget  not 
to  call  in  the  help  of  your  general :  do  all  for  him  and 
under  him.**  On  the  Ijord's  day  he  would  not  have  %» 
ny  kept  from  the  ordinances  on  his  account ;  and,  when 
rhey  returned  from  the  fcrmons,  he  would  fay  to  them, 
**  Come,  what  have  you  for  me  ?"  And  when  any 
gave  him  an  account  of  what  they  had  heard,  he' would 
refumc  the  hciids  thereof,  and  fay,  •«  O  what  excellent 
truths  are  thefe  !  Lay  them  up  carefully,  for  you  will 
have  need  of  them."  When  friends  came  to  vifit  hini, 
he  would  fay,  "  I  cannot  fpcak,  but  I  can  hear."  Be- 
ing afked,  where  his  comfort  lay  >  he  anfwered,  "  In 
Chrift,  and  in  the  free  grace  of  God.'* 

One  telling  him  that  he  mig!:t  take  much  comfort 
in  his  labours,  and  the  good  he  had  done  ;  his  anfwcr 
was,  "  All  is  nothing  without  a  Saviour ;  without  him 
my  beft  works  would  condemn  me.  Oh,  I  am  a^ 
fiiamed  of  them,  they  are  fo  mixed  with  fin.     I  hafe 

done  nothing  for  God  as  I  ought, Oh,  lofs  of  time 

fits  very  heavy  upon  my  fpirits.  Work,  work  apace; 
affUre  yourfclves  nothing  will  more  trouble  you  when 
you  come  to  die,  tlian  thiit  you  have  done  no  more  for 
Cod,  who  hath  done  fo  much  for  you." 

Sometimes  ht:  ufed  thus  to  breathe  out  himfclf,  **  I 
never  in  all  my  life  faw  the  worth  of  a  Chrift,.nortaft- 
ed  the  fweetncfs  of  God*s  love  in  that  mcafure,  as  no^ 

I  do." Being  aikcd  by  minifters,  what  they  fliouW 

chiefly  requeft  for  him  ?    He  anfwcred,  do  not  on-lf 
pray  for  me,  but  praife  God  that  he  fupports  me,  aod 
keeps  cfF  fatan  from  me,  in  my  weaknefs ;   beg  th^ 
I  may  hold  out.     I  am  now  a  great  way  home,  n«^^* 
the  ft:ore,  I  leave  you  tofling  on  the  fea  j  Oh,  it  i&    * 
good  time  to  die  in. 

In  all  his  latter- wills  which  he  made,  he  took  c^"*^ 
this  legacy  (hould  itill  be  inferted  ;  "  Item,  I  beque^'^'* 
to  all  my  children,  and  to  their  children's  children,  *^ 
each  of  them  a  Bible,  with  this   infcription,   NO>J  \ 
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BUT  CHRIST."  He  ufed  to  fay,  "  it  is  a  hard  t?  ing 
for  a  faint  to  forgive  himfelf  fome  faults,  when  God 
hath  forgiven  them  " 

20.  David  Chitraeusy  when  he  lay  a-dyhig,  lift  up 
lis  head  from  the  pillow  to  hear  the  difcouifes  of  hia 
fiends  that  fat  by  him,  and  faid,  ^*  that  he  fhould  die 
rith  the  greateft  comfort,  if  he  might  die  learning 
)n[iething. 

21.  Mr  Cooper,  when  a«dying,  faid,  ''  I  faw  not  my 
lildren^when  they  were  in  the  womb,  yet  there  the 
ord  fed  them  without  my  care  or  knowledge*  I 
lall  not  fee  them  when  I  go  out  of  the  body,  yet  (hall 
ffy  not  want  a  father.  Again,  death  is  fomewhat 
eary,  and  the  dreams  of  that  Jordan  between  us  a^d 
ir  Canaan  run  furioufly,  but  they  (land  itill  when  the 
A  ciomes." 

22.  The  Rev.  Mr  Halyburton,  that  (hining  light  in 
i  Andrew's,  when  a-dying,  commended  Chrift  and 
>dlinefs  with  great  eameilnefs  to  all  that  came  to  fee 
in.  He  exhorted  his  brethren  to  diligence  in  the  mi- 
firy.  **  It  was  the  delight  of  my  heart  (£iid  he)  to 
each  the  gofpel :  I  defired  to  decreafe,  that  the  bride- 
oom  might  increafe,  and  to  be  nothing,  that  he  might 
•  all*  I  repent  I  did  not  more  for  him.  O  that  I 
Id  the  tongues  of  men  and  angels,  to  praife  him.'* 
^hen  he  was  ^dvifed  to  lie  quiet,  he  faid,  "  Wherc- 
H>n  (hould  a  man  beftow  his  laft  breath,  but  in  com* 
ending  the  Lord  Jcfus  Chrift,  God  clothed  in  our 
ture,  •  dying  for  our  (ins." 

He  caufed  read  one  of  Mr  Rutherford's  letters ;  viz^ 
at  to  Mr  John  Main,  and  thereafter  faid,  that  is  a 
»ok  I  would  recommend  to  you  all,  there  is  more  prac* 
:al  religion  in  that  letter,  than  in  a  book  of  a  larger 
>lume." 

He  exhorted  fome  minifters,  that  came  to  fee  him,  to 
ithfulnefs.  "  As  for  the  work  of  the  miniftry  (faid 
0  it  was  my  deliberate  choice :  were  my  days  length- 
led  out  much  longer,  and  days  as  troublefome  as  they 
e  like  to  be,  I  would  rather  be  a  contemned  minifter 
God,  than  the  greateft  prince  on  earth*"    He  faid^ 

Vol.  L  if  when 
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when  taking  farewell  of  his  wife»  childreOi  and  fervantf^ 
'^  Here  is  a  demonfi  ration  of  the  reality  of  religion,  that 
I,  a  poor,  weak,  timorous  man,  as  much  afraid  of  deadi 
as  any,  am  now  enabled,  by  the  power  of  grace,  com- 
pofedly,  and  with  joy,  to  look  death  in  the  face.  I  dare 
lool(  it  in  the  face  in  its  mod  ghailly  (hape,  and  hope 
within  a  little  to  have  the  vi£kory.  I  cannot  but  con- 
mehd  the  Lord  Jefus.  As  far  as  my  words  w31  go,  I 
mud  proclaini  it,  he  is  the  bed  Mafter  that  ever  I  (av." 
To  his  fon,  who  was  a  child,  he  faid,  "  if  I  had  aa  ma- 
ny fons  as  there  are  hairs  in  ycur  head,  I  would  beftow 
then!i  all  on  God."  To  fome  prefent  he  faid,  "  O  fin, 
I  dread  mightily  that  a  rational  fort  of  religion  is  cofe- 
ing  in  among  us  ;  I  mean  by  it,  a  religion  that  coofiib  , 
in  a  bare  attendance  on  outward  duties  and  ordinasoeiy 
without  the  power  of  godlinefs;  and  thence  pco|de 
ihall  fall  into  a  way  of  ferving  God,  which  is  mere 
Deifm,  having  no  relation  to  Chrift  Jefus  and  the  Spirit 
of  God.".-i*-He  exprefTed  his  fears  of  a  ftorm  coiuog 
on  the  church  of  Scotland ;  but  he  faid,  the  day  .will 
break,  and  the  Lord  would  arife,  and  he  hoped  the  . 
church  would  be  made  a  wonder,  and  the  Lord  will 
fay,  "  Lo  this  people  have  I  formed  for  royfclf ;  he  can 
make  a  nation  to  be  born  at  once."  He  cried  abeCL 
with  the  fpoufe  in  the  Song:  •*  When  (hall  the  day 
break,  and  the  (hadows  fly  away  ?  Turn  my  beloved, 
and  be  thou  as  a  roe  or  a  young  hart  on  the  mountain 
of  Bethcr." 

He  faid,  "  Shall  I  forget  Zion  ?  Nay,  let  my.  rigbt 
hand  forget  her  cunning,  if  .1  prefer  not  Jerufalcmto 
my  chiefcft  joy.  O  to  have  God  returning  to  thii 
church,  and  his  work  going  on  in  this  world  !  if  ekry 
drop  of  my  blood,  cvtry  bit  of  my  body,  every  hair  ox 
my  htad,  were  all  men ;  they  (hould  all  go  to  the  fire 
to  have  this  going  on."— He  faid,  "  If  1  Ihouldfay 
that  1  would  fpeak  no  more  in  the  name  of  the  Lox<i) 
it  would  be  like  a  fire  within  me.  I  am  calling  joU 
to  fee  a  miracle,  God  is  melting  me  down  ioto 
corruption  and  duil,  and  yet  he  is  keeping  me  io  > 
calm  .•*-»*  I  could  not  beheve  tliat  I  would  have  born^f 
and  borne  cheerfully,  this  rod  fo  long-,  this  is  a  miiacl^) 

paio 
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without  pain ;  and  this  is  not  a  fancy  of  a  man 
dercd  in  his  brain,  but  of  one  lyin^  in  full  compO- 
O  bldTed  be  God,  tktt  ever  I  was  born.  I  have 
her  and  a  mother,  and  ten  brethren  and  (ifters  in 
en,^and  I  (hall  be  the  eleventh.  1  fliall  Oiortly  be  at 
glory  I  have  been  long  expeding :  tbouf^h  1  come 
icar  Mr  Shield's  glory,  nor  Mr  Andcrfon's,  yet  I 
be  well  enough  if  I  get  in.  Worthy  is  the  Lamb 
l:eive  glory.'* 

[•  Mr  Hugh  Mackaill,  in  his  fpeech  before  his 
1,  faid,  **  I  have  efteemed  the  folemn  engage- 
ts  of  this  nation  to  the  Lord's  pregnant  petformaii- 
>f  that  promife,  Ifa.  xliv«  v.  where  it  is  evident,  that 
re  chutch- reformations  come  to  any  maturity,  they 
e  at  this  degree  of  faying,  I  ani  the  Lord's,  and 
nribing  with  the  hand  unto  the  Lord.  So  was  it 
M  days  of  the  reforming  kings  of  Jiidah,  and  after 
reftoration  from  the  captivity  of  Babylon,  in  the 
ofNehemiah.  This  fame  purpofe  did  the  Lord 
s  make  yea  and   Amen  to  us,  wheti  he  redeemed 

rem  fpiritual  Babylon. 1  glorify  him  that  he 

I  called  me  forth  to  fuffer  for  his  nam€  arid  ordi* 
:tS9  and  the  folema  engagements  of  the  land  to 
.  Hereafter  I  wili  not  walk  with  flefti  and  bloody 
think  on  the  world's  confolations.  Farewell  all  my 
ids,  whofe  company  hath  been  refreihful  to  me  in 
pilgrimage.  I  have  done  with  the  light  of  the  fun 
moon.  Welcome,  eternal  life,  everlafting  love>  ever- 
og  praife,  everlafting  glory.  Praife  to  him  that  fits 
1  the  throne,  and  to  the  Lamb  for  ever." 
4*  The  famous  Mr  Durham  being* vifited  by  a  mi- 
tx  in  his  laft  (icknefs,  which  was  long  and  lingering, 
)  faid  to  him.  Sir,  I  hope  you  have  fet  all  in  order, 
that  you  have  nothing  elfe  to  do  but  die.  *^  1  blefs 
I  (faid  Mr  Durham)  1  have  not  had  that  to  do  nei« 
thcfe  many  years." 

5.  Mr  Rowland  Nevat  his  dying  prayer  for  his 
dren  was,  that  the  Mediator's  bleffing  might  be  the 
Lion  of  every  one  of  them.  Adding  to  them,  I 
rge  you  al)>  fee  to  it,  that  you  meet  me  oii  the  right 

hand 
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band  of  Chrift  at  the  great  day.  When  he  v^t 
tiiBCS  much  fpent  with  his  labours*  he  would  apt 
God;  that,  though  he  might  be  wearied  in  his  U 
he  would  never  be  weary  of  it.  Being  often  difte 
ed  in  his  body,  he  would  fay,  he  was  never  bette 
in  the  pulpit,  and  that  it  was  the  bed  place  be 
wi(h  to  die  in. 

26.  Mr  Philip  Henry,  when  a  dying,  his  pains 
very  fharp ;  he  faid  to  his  neighbours  who  came 
fee  him,  O  make  fure  work  for  your  fouls,  by  g 
ail  intereft  in  Chrift^  while  you  are  in  health ; 
I  had  that  work  to  do  now,  what  would  become  c 
A  little  before  his  lall  illnefs  he  wrote  to  a  rev 
brother,  **  Me  thinks  it  is  ftrange,  that  it  (hou 
your  lot  and  mine  to  abide  fo  long  on  earth  I 
duff,  when  fo  many  of  our  friends  are  dividin 
fpoil  above;  but  God  will  have  it  fo;  and  to  h 
ling  to  live  in  obedience  to  his  holy  will,  is  as  tr 
z&  of  grace,  as  to  be  willing  to  die  when  he  i 
One  afking  him  how  he  did,  he  anfwered,  ^^  I  fin 
chips  fly  off  apace,  the  tree  will  be  down  fhortly.' 
was  fometimes  taken  \vith  fainting  fits,  which  wl: 
recovered  from,  he  would  fay,  ''  Dying  is  but  a 
more.'*  Once  he  faid,  after  a  little  recovery,  •* 
I  thought  I  had  been  putting  into  the  harbour, 
find  I  mull  go  to  fea  again.'' 

27.  Mr  Matthew  Henry  his  death  was  fom< 
fuddcn  ;  he  faid  a  little  before  it  to  fome  about 
*'  You  have  been  ufed  to  take  notice  of  the  fay  in 
dying  men  ;  this  is  thine,  that  a  life  fpent  in  th< 
vice  01  God  and  communion  with  him,  is  the 
comfortable-  and  pleafant  hfe,  that  any  one  can  li 
this  world. 

28.  Holy  and  learned  Mr  Rutherford,  a  littl 
fore  his  death,  left  a  written  teftimony  to  our  cove 
ed  work  of  reformation ;  and  therein  he  prove; 
warrantablcnefs  of  nations  entering  into  covenant 
God  under  the  New  Teftament  times,  and  (hews 
this  pradiice  is  the  accomplifhment  of  feveral 
Teftament  prophecies,  fucb  as  Jer*  1.  4i  5.  ifa. 
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Zech.  viii.  2.  Ifa.  xix.  23,  24,  25.  which  relate  to  gof- 
pel  times.     And  when  he  was  a  dying,  he  fent  feveral 
tneffages'to  the  prtfbytcry  of  St  Andrew's,    deiirin^ 
them  to  adhere  to  God's  caufe  and  covenant.     In  his 
ficknefs  be  often  broke  out  in  facred  raptures^  extolling 
and  commending  the  Lord  Jefus,  whom  he  ofter^  cal- 
kd  his  bleflcd  Matter,  his  kingly  King.     When  his 
death  drew  near,  he  faid,  •'  1  Ihali  {hine,  1  (hall  fee 
him  as  he  is,  I  (hall  fee  him  reign,  and  all  his  fair  com- 
pany with  him,  and  I  (hall  huve  my  large  (liare :  my 
eyes  (hall  fee  my  Redeemer,  thofe  very  eyes  of  mine, 
f     and  no  other  for  me."     When  exhorting  one  to  be  di- 
\    ligcnt  in  feeking  God,  he  faid,'  **  it  is  no  eafy  thing  to 
r    be  a  Chri(tian  •,  but  for  me,  I  have  gotten  the  viftory,. 
and  Chrift  is  holding  out  both  his  arms  to  embrace  me.*' 
He  was  wonderfully  ftrengthened  again  ft  the  fears  of 
fufering  and  of  death ;  for,  fays  he,  **  I  faid  to  the 
Lord,  if  he  would  flay  me  five  thoufand  times,  [  would 
tnift  in  him,  and  I  fpoke  it  with  much  trembling,  fear- 
ing 1  fljould  not  make  my  boaft  good.     But  as  really  as 
wer  he  fpoke  to  me  by  his  Spirit,  he  witneiTed  unto  my 
heart,  that  his  grace  (hould  be  fufficient  for  me."     He 
&id  to  fome  minifters  that  came  to  fee  him,  "  My  Lord 
and  Matter  is  the  chief  of  ten  thoufand  of  thoufands ! 
none  is  comparable  to  him  in  heaven    or  in  earth. 
Dear  Brethren,  do  all  for  him,  pray  for  Chrift,  preach 
for  Chrift,  feed  the  flock  committed  to  your  charge  for 
Chrift,  vifit  and  catechife  for  Chrift  ;  do  all  for  Chrift, 
and  beware  of  man-pleafing.    Feed  the  flock  out  of  love, 
^c  chief  (hcpherd  will  appear  (hortly.**    Once  when  he 
'^covered  from  a  fainting  (it,  iie  faid,  I  feci,  I  feel,  I 
helicve,  I  enjoy,  I  rejoice,  I  feed  on  manna.'*     As  he 
took  a  little  wine  in  a  fpoon,  Mr  Robert  Blair  faid  to 
*^ina,  you  feed  on  the  dainties  of  heaven,  and  think  ik)- 
^hing  of  our  cordials  on  earth.     He  faid,  "  they  are  all 
*^Ut  dung,  yet  they  are  Chrift's  creatures,  and,  in  obe- 
dience to  his  command,  I  take  them."     After  fome  dif- 
^Ourfc,  Mr  Blair  faid  to  him,  What  think  you  now  of 
phrift  ?  To  which  he  rej^ied,  ^  I  fliall  live  and  adore 
*^im :  Glory,  glory,  to  my  Creator,  and  to  my  Redeem- 
^^  for  ever.  Glory  (hines  in  Emmanuers  land."     After- 
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wards  he  fald,  ^  O  that  all  my  brethren  did  koow  wBat 
a  Mafter  I  have  ferved,  and  what  peace  I  have  this  day? 
I  (hall  deep  in  Chrift,  and  when  1  awake,  i  (hail  be  fiii 
ttsfied  with  his  likenefs  "  Then  he  faid^  '*  This  night 
ihall  clofe  the  door,  and  put  my  anchor  within  the  fcil, 
I  (hall  go  away  in  a  flcep  by  five  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing :"  which  exa£lly  fell  out.  That  night»  thongh  k 
was  very  weak,  he  often  had  this  expreiEon,  O  for  aimi 
to  embrace  him  !  O  for  a  well-tuned  harp  I 

When  feme  fpoke  to  him  of  his  former  patofvlneft 
and  faiihfulncfs  in  the  work  of  God;  he  faid,  ••  Idit 
claim  all  that ;  the  port  I  would  be  in  at,  b  redemption 
and  forgivenefs  of  fins  through  his  blood.**  His  \& 
words  were,  **  Glory,  glory  dwelleth  in  Emmanod's 
land." 

79.  Hugh  Kennedy,  provoft  of  Air,  when  he  was* 
dying,  a  miniiler  faid  to  him,  you  have  caufe,  Sir,  to  be 
aflurcd,  that  the  angels  of  God  are  now  waiting  at  tkc 
(loops  of  this  bed  to  convey  your  foul  to  Abraham^^ 
bofom  -,  to  whom  his  anfwer  was,  ^*  I  am  fure  thereof  9 
and  if  the  walls  of  this  houfe  could  fpeak,  they  coiil<i 
tell  how  many  fweet  days  I  have  had  in  fellow(hip  with 
God,  and  how  familiar  he  hath  been  with  my  foul."  Hj^ 
was  one  of  the  greateft  wrelllers  with  God  that  was  U* 
the  age  wherein  he  lived,  and  he  had  mo(b  remarkable 
returns  of  prayer.    The  great  Mr  Welfti,  in  a  Irttrif 
from  France,  faid  of  him,  *^  Happy  is  that  city»  ye0# 
happy  is  that  nation,  that  hath  a  Hugh  Kennedy  in  it  9 
1  have  myfelf  certainly  found  the  anfwers  of  bispraycT^ 
from  the  Lord  in  my  behalf.*' 

30.  The  great  Mr  Robert  Bruce,  minifter  of  Ediri'' 
burgh,  when  dying  through  weaknefs  and  old  age,  be 
ing  afked  by  one  ot  his  friends,  how  matters  ftood  no^^ 
between  God  and  his  own  foul  ?  anfweted,  "  When  I 
was  young  I  was  diligent,  and  lived  by  faith  in  the  So*» 
of  God,  bur  now  I  am  old,  and  not  able  to  do  fo  muchi  9 
yet  he  condefcends  to  feed  me  with  lumps  of  fenfe*'' 
Ihat  morning  before  he  died,  he  came  to  breakfait  nt 
bis  table,  and  having  eat,  as  he  ufed,  one  fingle  egg  9 
he  faid  to  his  daughter,  1  think  I  am  yet  hungry,  y0^ 
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nay  bring  me  another.      But  prefently  he  fell  into  a 

deep  meditation ;  and  having  mufed  a  while,  he  faid^ 

••  Hold,  daughter,  hold,  my  Mailer  calls  me."     With 

thefe  words  his  fight  failed  him,  whereuppn  he  called 

for  the  Bible :    but  finding  his  fight  gone,    he   faid^ 

<<  Caft  me  up  the  eight  chapter  of  the  epiftle  to  the 

Romans,  ^nd  fet  my  finger  on  thefe  words,  *^  I  am 

perfuaded  that  neither  death  nor  life,  angels,  Sec.  (hall 

be  able  to  feparate  me  from  the  love  of  God,  which  is 

in  Chrift  Jefus  my  Lord."    Now,  faid  he,  is  my  finger 

upon  them  ?    they  told  him  it  was.      Then,  without 

any  more,  he  faid,   ^'    Now,  God  be  with  you,  my 

children,  I  have  breakf  ifled  with  you,  and  (hall  fup 

i    irith  my  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  this  night."      And  fo  gave 

I    sp  the  ghoft. 

31.  John  Stewart,  provoft  of  Ayr,  was  a  Angularly 
pious  man,  yet  when  he  lay  adyin^,  he  faid  to  fomc 
iboiit  him,  "  I  go  the  way  of  all  flefti,  and  it  may  be 
ibme  of  you  doubt  nothing  of  my  well  being :  yea,  I 
teftify,  that  except  when  I  flept,  or  was  on  bufinefs, 
I  was  not  thefe  ten  years  without  thoughts  of  God,  fo 
long  as  I  would  be  in  going  from  my  own  houfe  to  thd 
crois^  and  yet  I  doubt  myfelf,  and  am  in  great  agony, 
tea,  at  the  brink  of  defpair."  But  a  day  or  two  before 
nc  difed,  he  turned  his  face  to  the  wall  from  the  com- 
pany for  two  hours.  Then  Mr  Fergufon  the  minifter 
coming  in,  afked  what  he  was  doing  ?  upon  which  he 
turned  himfelf,  with  thefe  words :  **  1  have  been  fight- 
^i  and  working  out  my  falvation  with  fear  and  trem« 
Wig;  and  now  I  blefs  God,  it  is  perfecled,  fealed, 
confirmed,  and  a}l  fears  are  gone." 

32.  Luther^  when  he  fell  fick,  made  his  will,  in 
*luch  he  bequeathed  his  deteftation  of  Popery  to  his 
^nds,  and  to  the  paftors  of  the  church,  having  before 
"Mc  this  verfc ; 

Pffiis  eram  vivus,  tnoriens  ero  mors  tua  Papa, 

In  his  laft  will,  he  faid,  ''  O  Lord  God,  I  thank  thee 
Aat  thou  wouidft  have  me  live  a  poor  and  indigent  per* 
fon  upon  earth.     I  have  neither  houfee  nor  lands,  nor 

\  poiTe  (lions, 
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pofleffions,  nor  money  to  leave.  Thou,  Lord|  bft 
given  me  a  vt^ife  and  children ;  them,  Lord,  I  give  back 
to  thee.  NouriOi,  inftrufl,  and  keep  thenw-  O  thoi, 
the  Father  of  orphans,  and  judge  of  the  widoWf  as  thoil 
haft  done  to  me,  fo  do  to  them.'* 

In  his  laft  prayer,  February  i8.  1546,  he  hath  thefi: 
words,  ^'  I  pray  God  to  preferve  hie  ^fpel  amoDgotf} 
for  the  Pope  and  Council  of  Trent  have  grievous  dbingi 
in  hand.  O  heavenly  Fat.icr,  I  give  tl^e  thanks  ttot 
thoD  haft  revealed  to  me  thy  Son  Jefus  Chrift,  whoo 
I  believe,  whom  I  profcft,  whom  1  glorify^  and  whom 
the  Pope  and  the  rout  of  the  wicked  pcrfecute  and  dif 
honour.'*  Mr  Fox  iaiJ  of  Luther,  "  that  a  poor  fria: 
fhould  be  able  to  ftand  ^gainft  the  Pope,  was'  a  grea* 
miracle  j  that  he  (l.ould  prevail  againtt  the  Pope,  w» 
greater ;  and,  after  all,  to  die  in  peace,  having  fo  mati] 
enemies,  was  the  greateft  of  all." 

33.  Mr  Jefeph  Allen,  a  moft  painful  and  •  labpriois 
minifter,  being  deprived  of  the  ufe  of  his  arms  and  leg: 
before  his  death,  was  afked  by  a  friend,  how  he  coaU 
be  fo  well  contented  to  lie  fo  long  in  that  condition 
He  anfwered,  "  What !  is  God  my  father,  Jefus  Chrii 
my  faviour,  and  the  Holy  Spirit  my  fan£kifier  and  cooi 
forter ;  and  (hall  I  not  be  content  without  limbs  aoi 
health  ?  He  is  an  unreafonable  wretch  that  cannot  Ir 
content  with  a  God,  though  he  had  nothing  elfe.'' 

When  his  people  of  Taunton  came  to  Dorcefter  t< 
fee  him,  where  he  lay;  he  was  much  revived,  an^ 
would  fit  up  in  his  bed,  have  the  curtains  drawn  b^ 
and  defired  them  to  Itand  round  about  the  bed ;  aiM 
caufed  take  out  his  hand  and  hold  it  out  to  them,  tha 
they  might  take  it  as  he  ufed  formerly  to  do,  when  h« 
had  been  abfent  from  them.  And  though  very  weak 
yet  he  fpoke  to  them  thus  :  "  O  how  it  rejoiceth  m ; 
l.eart  to  fee  your  faces,  and  to  hear  your  voices,  thougl 
1  cannot  fpeak  as  heretofore  unto  )ou.  Methinks, 
am  now  like  old  Jacob,  with  all  his  fons  about  hinn 
Now,  ycu  fee  my  weak  eftate,  thus  1  have  been  fi> 
many  weeks  fince  I  parted  with  you,  but  God  hatJ 
been  with  me.       My  friends,  life  is  mine,  death  i 

mine 
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m^ei  in  that  covenant  of  which  I  preaohed  to  yoti; 
18  all  my  falvation  and  aU  my  defire  \  although  my  bo* 
dy  do  not  profpcr,  I  hope  through  grace  my  foul  doth. 
I  have  lived  a  fweet  life  by  the  promifes,  and  I  hope 
throogh  grace  can  die  by  a  promife.  It  is  the  proinifes 
of  G^  that  will  ftand  by  us.  Nothing  but  God  in 
thdiliwillfteadusinaday  6faiSi£tion.  Mydearfriendsi 
I  feel  the  power  of  thofe  doctrines  I  preached  to  you  on 
my  hearty  the  doftrines  of  faith,  of  repentance,  of  felf* 
denial,  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  of  contentment,  &c« 
0  that  you  would  live  them  over,  now  I  cannot  preach 
them  to  you.  It  is  a  (hame  for  a  believer  to  be  cait 
down  under  affli£tions,  that  hath  fo  nr\an  j  glorious  pri* 
vileges,  jiiilification,  adoption,  fan&ification,  and  eter- 
nal glory.  We  (hall  be  as  the  angels  of  God  in  a  little 
while  5  nay,  to  fay  the  truth,  believers  are,  as  it  were, 
little  angels  already,  that  live  in  the  power  of  faith.  Q 
my  friends,  live  like  believers,  trample  this  dirty  world 
Qoder  your  feet ;  be  not  taken  with  its  comforts,  nor 
difquieted  with  its  crofles^  you  will  Ibe  gone  out  of  it 


When  they  came  to  take  leave  of  him,  he  Would  needg 
pay  with  them  as  his  weak  date  did  fuffer  him.  Then 
he  Cud,  "  Farewell,  my  dear  friends ;  go  home  and 
lire  over  what  I  have  preached  to  you,  and  the  Lord 
pn>vide  for  you  when  I  am  gone^  Now  I  cannot  preach 
to  you,  but  let  my  wafted  ftrengtb'and  ufelefs  limbs 
be  a  fermon  to  you.  I  am  afraid  of  fome  of  you,  af- 
^«all  1  have  fpoken  to  you.  There  are  many  profef- 
fow  who  can  pray  well  and  talk  well,  whom  we  fhall 
find  at  the  left  hand  of  Chrift  another  day.  You  have 
jour  trades,  your  eftates^  your  relations,  be  not  taken 
vith  thefe,  but  with  God  ;  O  live  on  him.  For  the 
^d's  fake,  go  home.,  and  take  heed  of  the  world, 
Worldly  cares,  worldly  comforts,  worldly  relations,  &c^ 
O'i !  let  not  my  labours  and  fuffcringSj  let  not  my  waf- 
W  ftrcngth^  and  ufelefs  limbs,  rife  up  in  judgment  a- 
gainft  you  ;)t  the  great  day  of  the  Lord."  Then  he  faid, 
"  The  Lord  having  given  uuthoiity  to  his  miniftcrs  to 
oleffthis  people,  accordingly  I  blefs  ypu  in  his  name^ 
(ufing  the  words  he  always  .ufed  alter  a  facramcnt) 
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The  Lord  blefs  you  and  keep  you,  the  Lord  cau/e  ik  . 
face  to  ihine  upon  you,  and  giTe  you  peace.  And  the  J 
God  of  peace,  that  brought  again  from  the  dead  otf  1 
Lord  JefuS)  that  great  fiiepherd  of  the  (heep»  thnmgi  1 
the  blood  of  the  cverlafting  covenant ;  make  you  pcifcfi 
in  every  good  work  to  do  his  will,  working  in  yoii  tbt 
which  is  well  pleafing  in  his  fight,  through  Jefot^iift  { 
to  whom  be  glory  for  ever  and  ever.     Amen."  ' 

In  the  mornings,  his  fir(l  fpeeches  would  be  (nAkb 
he  alfo  ufed  in  his  health)  ^'  Now  we  hare  one  danf 
more,  this  is  one  more  for  God,  now  let  us  live  weQ 
this  day,  work  hard  for  our  fouls  ;  lay  up  much  treafore 
in  heaven  this  day,  for  we  have  but  a  few  to  live." 

Being  taken  to  the  bath,  where  he  met  witti  eztnor- 
dinary  kindnefs  from  ftrangers,  for  many  reforted  to 
him,  to  fee  him  and  hear  him  fpeak,  Tiaving  heard  whi 
a  monument  of  mercy  he  was  :  he  did  delight  himfttf 
much  in  the  confideration  of  the  Lord's  kindneb  to 
him,  and  the  tokens  of  ftrangers  their  love,  and  wottU 
often  fay,  *^  I  was  a  ftranger,  and  mercy  took  m<  in: 
in  prifon,  and  it  came  to  me  -,  (ick  and  weak,  aad  it 
vifited  me/' 

N.  B.  He  had  been  much  perfecuted,  and  put  ia 
prifon,  for  no  other  crime  but  preaching  the  gofpeL 

He  had  a  molt  pious  and  afFedlionatc  wife  that  wait- 
ed clofely  upon  him,  to  whom  he  faid,  V  Now,  nj 
dear  heart,  my  companion  in  all  my  tribulations  aid 
afHiflions,  I  thank  thee  for  all  thy  pains  and  labours  for 
me  at  home  and  abroad,  in  prifon  and  liberty,  iii  health 
and  ficknefs."  And  he  prayed  that  the  Lord  wooU 
requite  her,  fill  her  with  all  manner  of  grace  and  coa* 
folation,  and  fupport  and  carry  her  through  all  dfficnl- 
ties* 

He  had  feme  conflifls  with  fatan  a  little  before  death; 
once  he  uttered  thefe  words,  "  Away,  thou  foul  fi^ 
thou  enemy  of  all  mankind,  thou  fubtile  fophifter,  art 
thou  come  now  to  moleit  me  i  Now  1  am  juft  going! 
Now  I  am  fo  weak,  and  death  upon  me !  Trouble  me 
not,  for  1  am  none  of  thine,  I  am  the  Lord's ;  Chrift 
is  mine,  and  I  am  his^  his  by  covenant  y  i  have  fwom 
myfelf  to  be  the  Lord's,  and  his  I  will  be  j  thereiSore 

be 
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e  gone."  Thefe  laft  words  he  repeated  often,  as  plead- 
ng  his  covenanting  with  God,  as  a  mean  to  re(i(l  the 
levil  and  his  temptations.  When  he  looked  on  his 
jur^ak  confumed  hands,  he  would  fay,  "  thefe  (hall  be 
changed,  this  vile  body  (hall  be  made  like  to  Chrid's 
glorious  body.  O  what  a  glorious  day  will  the  day  of  the 
lefurieAibn  be  ?  Methinks  I  fee  it  by  faith  ;  how  will 
the  faints  lift  up  thtir  heads  and  rejoice  ?  and  how  fad- 
If  will  the  wicked  world  look  then  ?  O  come,  let  us 
makehafte,  our-Lord  will  come  (hortly  !  if  we  long  to 
be  in  heaven,  let  us  haden  with  our  work ;  for  when 
that  is  done,  away  we  (hall  be  brought.  O  tliis  v^in, 
foolifli,  dirty  world ;  I  wonder  how  reafonable  crea- 
tures can  fo  doat  upon  it !  What  is  in  it  worth  the 
looidng  after  ?  I  c^re  not  to  be  in  it  longer  than  while 
my  Matter  hath  cither  doing  or  fuffering  work  for  n>e  ; 
*cre  that  done,  farewell  to  earth." 

This  eminent  faint  had  this  teftimony  given  him  by 
^ne  ;  it  may  be  faid  of  him,  in  as  high  a  degree  as  of 
nod  faints  on  earth,  that  each  thought  was  to  him  a 
rayer,  each  prayer  a  fong,  each  day  a  Sabbath,  each 
leal  a  facrament ;  and  fo  his  life  on  eajrth  a  foretatte  of 
lat  eternal  repaft  to  which  he  hath  now  arrived. 

34.  The  noble  Marquis  oJE  Argylc,  being  a  zealous 
iend  of  our  covenanted  Reformation,  was  put  to  death 
lay  27th  1661.  His  friends  contrived  methods  for 
taking  his  cfcape  out  of  the  cattle  of  Edinburgh,  but 
;  thanked  them,  and  told  them,  he  would  not  difown 
ic  good  caufe  he  had  fo  publicly  efpoufcii,  but  rcfol- 
;d  to  fuffer  the  utmoft.  When  the  fentence  of  death 
as  pad:  by  the  Parliament,  on  Satardy  May  ijth,  he 
id,  •*  I  had  the  honour  to  fet  the  crown  upon  the 
ng's  head,  and  now  he  haftens  me  to  a  better  crown 
lan  his  own.'*  Then  he  was  fent  to  the,  Tolbooth. 
[is  excellent  Lady  embracing  him  when  he  entered, 
^pt  bitterly,  faying  feveral  times,  the  Lord  will  re- 
uite  it.  Not  any  in  the  room  could  reftrain  from 
:ar8;  but  the  Marquis  himfelf  was  perfectly  compo- 
:d,  and  faid,  **  Forbear,  forbear ;  truly  I  pity  them, 
leyknow  not  what  they  are  doing:  they  may  ihut 
le  in  where  they  pleafe,  but  they  cannot  (hut  out 
Z  z  God 
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God  from  me*  For  my  part,  I  am  as  content  to  h 
fiere  as  in  the  caftle»  and  as  content  in  the  leaftle  as  a 
the  tower  of  London,''  (where  he  was  firft  put)  **  tod 
as  content  upon  the  fcaffbld  as  any  of  them  all.*'-«M 
He  add^dy  that  he  remembered  a  fcripture  pa^ge  citol 
fo  him  by  an  holy  mtniftcr  in  the  caftle»  and  endei- 
▼oured  to  put  in  ptaAice,  when  Ziklag  was  taken  and 
burned,  and  the  people  fpoke  of  ftoning  Davidi  ki  iih 
eouraged  hmfelfin  the  Lord  h'ts  God.  AH  his  (hort  tifsei 
till  Monday,  he  fpent  with  the  greateft  fetenityand 
chearfulifcfst  and  in  the  proper  exercifes  of  a  dyin| 
Chriftian.  He  faid  to  fome  minifters,  vallowed  to  b 
with  him  in  the  prifon,  that  •*  (hortly  they  would  enr 
him  who  was  got  before  them/'  And  added,  '*  Hin* 
that  I  tell  youy  my  ftill  fai48  me,  if  you  who  are  mini 
iters  will  not  either  fuffer  much,  or  fin  much;  fc 
though  you  go  along  with  thqfp  men  in  part,  if  you  d 
it  not  in  all  things,  you  are  but  where  you  were,  an 
JTo  muft  fuiTer ;  and  if  you  go  not  at  all  in  with  their 
you  (hall  but  fuffer.'' 

The  Marquis  was  naturally  timorous,  but  he  defire 
thofe  about  him  to  obferve,  as  he  could  not  but  dr 
that  the  Lord  had  heard  his  prayer,  and  removed  a>' 
fears  from  him.  And  indeed  his  friends  work  was  t 
reftrain  and  qualify  his  fervent  lodging  after  his  difib 
lution,  and  not  to  fupport  him  under  the  near  views  a 
it.  The  Lord  was  exceeding  kind  to  him  at  this  timr 
for  upon  Monday  morning  (that  day  he  fuffcred)  whc3 
be  was  in  the  itiidft  of  company,  and  thronged  in  fub 
icribing  papers  relating  to  his  ertate,  he  was  fo  ofcr 
come  with  a  fingular  manifcftation  from  God,  that  h. 
broke  out  in  a  rapture  and  faid,  **  I  thought  to  har< 
Concealed  the  Lord's  gobdnefs,  but  it  will  not  do ; 
am  now  ordering  my  affairs,  and  God  is  fealing  m^ 
charter  to  a  better  inheritance,  juft  now  faying  to  mc 
**  Son,  be  of  good  chear,  thy  (ins  are  forgiven  thcc» ' 
After  he  had  retired  fometime  alone,  when  he  opci> 
ed  the  door,  Mr  Hutchinfon,  one  of  the  minifters  di» 
attended  him,  faid  to  him,  what  cheer,  my  Lord  ?  tt' 
anfwered,  good  cheer,  fir,  the  Lord  hath  again  confirm 
cd  and  faid  to  me,  from  heaven,  '*  Son,  be  of  goo' 
*"'' cbeci 
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dieer,  thy  fins  are  forgiven  thee."  And  he  jj^ufhed  out 
19  abundance  of  tears  of  jo^^-  fo  that  he  retired  to  the 
Endows  and  wept  there*  Afterwards  he  faid,  in  a  per- 
U£k  rapture,  to  Mr  Hutchinfon,  **  1  think  his  kindnefs 
gfcitwiucs  me;  but-God  is  good  to  me  that  lets  not  out 
too  much  of  it  here,-  for  he  knows  I  could  not  bear  it : 
get  my>  cioke,  and  let  us  go."  But  being  told  that  the 
town  clock  was  kept  back,  fo  that  the  hour  was  not  yet 
come,  he  anfwered»  they  are  far  in  the  lyrong ;  and  pre- 
fently  kneeled  down  and  prayed  before  all  prefent,  in  a 
aioft  fweet  and  heavenly  manner^  to  the  ravifhment  of 
all  that  4vere  therct 

When  he  was  going  out  to  the  fcafibld,  he  faid,  / 

twld  die  like  a  Roman,  hut  I  choofe  rather  to  die  as  a 

Cirifliafi*     Come  away^  gentiemen^  he  that  goes  firjl  goes 

ckmefi.       When  going  down,    he  called  Mr  James 

Cuthrie  to  him,  and  embracing  him  in  the  moil  en* 

faring  way,  took  his  farewell  of  him.     Mr  Guthrie  at 

parting,  addrefled  the  Marquis,  ^*  My  Lord,  God  hath 

»*en  with  you,  he  is  with  you,  and  God  will  be  with 

you  ;  and  fuch  is  my  rcfpeft  for  your  Lordlhip,  that  if 

'^cre  not  under  the  fcntence  of  death  myfclf,  1  could 

cheerfully  die  for  your  Lordftiip.'*     So  they  parted  for 

*  ^cry  (hort  feafon,  in  two  or  three  days  to  meet  in  a 

•tetter  place. 

Xhe  Marquis,  in  his  fpecch  on  the  fcaffold,  hath  thefe 
^Ords,  **  God  hath  laid  engagements  upon  Scotland  ; 
^  are  tied  by  covenant  to  religion  and  reformation. 
*^ofc  that  were  then  unborn  arc  engaged  to  it,  and  it 
pafleth  the  power  of  any  under  heaven  to  abfolve  a  man 
fr^ni  the  oath  of  God." 

35-  Mr  John  Wei(h,  minifter  of  the  gofpel  at  Ayr, 
^^^om  Mr  Rutherfoord  (in  his  preface  to  his  furvcy  of 
•'^'^tinomianifm)  calls,  that  apoftolic,  heavenly  and  pro* 
phetical  man  of  God,  and  there  tells  us,  that  he  had  it 
™n[i  thofe  that  were  witneffes  of  his  life,  that  of  every 
^^enty.four  hours,  he  gave  ufually  eight  to  prayer,  and 
«^^t  he  fpent  many  nights  in  prayer  to  God,  interced- 
ing for  iuffering  Proteitants  abroad,  as  well  as  for  his 
oiothcr  church.  This  holy  man,  when  prifoner  in 
^c  cattle  of  Blacknefs,  and  in  the  view  of  death  (being 

condemned 


condemned  to  it  for  maintaining  the  libefties  of  this 
church,  though  afterwards  the  fentence  was  changed 
into  banifliment)  in  his  letter  to  a  Cbriftian  ladf>  ludi 
thcfe  words : 

*'  I  long  to  eat  of  that  tree  which  is  planted  in  the 
midft  of  the  Paradife  of  God,  and  to  drink  of  the  piM 
river,  clear  as  £ry(lal,  that  runs  through  the  ftrect  si 
the' new  Jerufalem.  I  long  to  be  refreflied  with  th 
fouls  of  them  that  are  under  the  altar,  who  were  flaii 
for  the  word  of  God,  and  the  teftimony  that  they  hdd 
and  to  have  thofe  long  white  robes  given  nr>e,  that 
may  walk  in  white  raiment  with  thofe  glorious  fainti 
who  have  waflied  their  garments,  and  made  them  whic 
in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb.  Why  (hould  I  think  it 
itrange  thing  to  be  removed  from  this  place  to  tk 
where  my  hope,  my  joy,  my  crown,  my  elder  brothe: 
my  head,  my  father,  my  comforter,  and  all  the  glorioc 
faints  are,  and  where  the  fang  of  Mofes  and  the  \am 
is  fung  joyfully ;  where  we  Iball  ntrt:  be  compelled  to  f 
by  the  rivers  of  Babylon,  and  hang  up  our  harps  on  th 
willow  trees,  but  (hall  take  them  up,  and  fing  the  na 
Hallelujah,  blefling,  honour,  glory  and  power,  to  hit 
that  (its  upon  the  throhe  and  to  the  Lamb,  for  ever  an 
ever  ?  What  is  there  under  the  old  vault  of  the  heaveni 
and  in  this  old  worn  earth,  which  is  groaning  under  th 
bondage  of  corruption,  that  (hould  make  me  to  de(ire  t 
rirmain  here?  1  expeft  that  new  heaven  and  new  cart! 
wherein  rightcoufntfs  dwelleth,  wherein  I  (hall  reft  fc 
evermore.  I  look  to  get  entry  into  the  new  Jerufalei 
at  one  of  thofe  twelve  gates,  whereupon  are  written  th 
names  ol  the  twelve  tribes  of  Ifrael.  I  know  that  Jefii 
Chrill  hath  prepared  them  for  me.  Why,  may  1  nc 
then,  with  boidners  in  his  blood,  (tep  into  that  glor} 
M'here  try  Head  and  Lord  hath  gone  before  me  ?  Jcfu 
Chrlil  is  the  door  and  the  porter ;  who  then  (hall  hoi 
nic  out?  O  thou  faireft  among  the  children  of  men,th 
delight  of  mankind,  the  light  of  the  Gentiles,  the  glor 
of  the  Jews,  the  life  of  the  dead,  the  joy  of  angels  an 
faints,  n;y  foul  panteth  to  be  with  thee.  I  refufe  not  c 
die  with  thee,  that  1  may  live  with  thee  ;  1  refufe  not  t 
fufFcr  with  thee,  that  1  may  rejoice  with  thee,  O  whe 
(hall  I  be  filled  with  his  love  !    Surely,  if  a  man  knc^ 

ho' 
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how  piecioua  it  is,  he  would  count  all  thinf^  but  dro(s 
and  d«ng  to  gain  it.  I  Ions;  for  that  fcaffbld,  or  that 
axe,  or  that  cord,  that  might  be  to  me  that  laft  ftep  of 
^  my  wearifome  journey,  to  go  to  thee,  my  Lord« 
Who  an)  I,  that  he  (hould  firfl:  have  called  me,  and  then 
cooftit^ti^  me  a  niini(le9  of  the  glad  tidings  of  the  gof« 
Del  of  falvation  thefe  many  years,  and  now,  lad  of  all, 
10  be  a  fofferer  for  hie  caufe  and  kingdom  i  Thefe  two 
poiBtni  I "  That  Chriil  is .  the  head  of  the  church* 
2.  TbsU;  fhe  is  free  in  hev  government  fifom  all  other 
jusifdif^ipn,  except  Chrift  -,  yea,  as  free  as  any-kingdom 
vodtr  heayen,  not  only  to  convocate,  hold,  and  keep  her 
toeetings  and  aflembliies :  but  alfo  to  judge  of  all  her 
affairs  s^mong  her  rpembers  and  fubjecSts :  thefe  are  the 
mfe-Qf  our  fufierings.  I  would  be  mod  glad  to  be 
offered  up  as  a  facrifice  for  fo  glprious  a  truth ;  but, 
alifi}  liear  that  my  fins,  and  the  abufe  of  fo  glorious 
tlttiif[8  as  I  have  found,  deprive  nie  of  fo  fair  a  crown : 
Tet  my  lord  doth  knov(^>  if  he  would  call  me  to  it,  and 
ftvengthien  n^e  in  it,  it  would  be  to  me  the  mofl:  glo- 
lioue  d^^y^  a^od  gladcd  hour  I  ever  faw  in  my  life ;  but 
I  «m  in  bis  h^ndS)  to  do  with  me  whatfoever  fliali  please 
^  &c. 

This  enninent  faint  fpent  much  of  his  time  in  the 
nraant  of  prayer  and  wreiUing  with  God,  was  adniicted 
tQ  veryinttraate  nearnefs  with  him,  and  had  many  fe« 
crct«  things  revealed  to  him  from  God.  He  ufed  to 
%t  ^  He  wondered  how  a  ChriAian  could  lie  in  bed 
^  night,  without  riling  to  fpend  fome  of  the  night  in 
prayer  and  praife.*' 

In  his  laft  illnefs  he  had  a  great  weaknefs  in  his  knees> 
cauiied  by  his  continual  kneeling  at  prayer,  the  flelh 
'thereof  faiecame  infenfible,  and  iiard  like  a  fort  of  horn  \ 
hut,  when  in  his  weaknefa  he  was  defired  to  remit  foriie* 
*tat  of  his  former  painfulnefs,  his  anfwer  was,  he  hud 
^s  life  of  God,  and  therefore  it  fhould  be  fpent  for 
'^m.  During  his  ficknefs  he  was  lo  filled  with  the  fen- 
"W^  enjoyment  of  God,  that  he  was  fomctimes  over- 
heard in  prayer  to  h4ve  thefe  words  :  "  Lord,  hold  thy 
hand^  it  is  enough,  thy  fervant  is  a  clay  veifcl,  and  can 


hold 


no  more. 


» 
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v(6.  Mr  Chnftophf  r  LoYe,  minifter  of  Laurence*jarf 
in  London,  who  was  beheaded  on  Towerhill,  Auj;.  29* 
1651,  in  time  of  Cromwell's  ufurpttion,  and  for  fnf- 
pffted  plotring  againft  his*  government,  his  words  oa 
the  fcafTold  were  mod  pathetic  and  weighty:  "  Although 
(faid  he)  there  be  but  little  between  me  and  deathi  jet 
this  bfars  up  my  heart,  there  is  little  between,  me  SM 
heaven.    It  comforted  Dr  Taylor,  the  martyr,  when 
he  was  going  to  execution,  that  there  were  but  two 
•ftiles  between  him  and  his  Father's  houfe:  there  u  a 
leiTer  way  between  the  and  my  Father's  houfe,  but  t«o 
fteps  between  me  and  glory.     It  is  but  lying  down  opoo 
that  block,  and  I  (hall  afcend  upon  a  throne.    lam 
this  day  failing  towards  the  ocean  of  eternity,  throagb 
a  rough  paflage  to  my  haven  of  reft,  through  a  Red  fa 
to  the  promifed  land.     Methinks  I  hear  God  fay  to  mt% 
as  he  did  to  Mofes,  Go  up  to  mount  Nebo,  and  die 
there :    So  to  me.  Go  up  to  Towerhill,  and  die  there* 
Ifaac  faid  of  himfelf,  that  he  was  old,  and  yet  he  knew 
not  the  day  of  his  death ;  but  I  cannot  fay  fo.    I  am 
young,  and  yet  I  know  the  day  of  my  death,  and  I 
know  the  kind  of  my  death,  and  the  place  of  my  death 
alfo.     I  am  put  to  fuch  a  kind  of  death,  as  two  famcMtf 
preachers  of  the  gofpel  were  put  to  before  me,  John 
the  Baptift,  and  Paul  the  Apoftle,  they  were  both  bc» 
headed.     I  read  alfo  in  Rev.  xx.  4.     "  The  faints  woe 
beheaded  for  the  word  of  God,  and  the  teftimony  of  ]&• 
fus/'     But  herein  is  the  difadvantage  which  I  lie  undCl 
in  the  thoughts  of  many  5  they  judge  that  I  fu^ootfof 
the  word  of  God,  or  for  confcicnce,  but  for  meddfiog 
with  ftatc  matters.     To  this  1  {hall  briefly  fay,  that  it  ii 
an  old  trick  of  Satan,  to  impute  the  caufe  of  God's  peiK 
pies  fufferings,  to  be  contrivements  againft  the  flate  > 
when,  in  truth,  it  is  their  religion  and  confcience  they  af0 
perfecuted  for.     The  rulers  of  Ifrael  would  have  put  Jc* 
icmiah  to  death  upon  the  civil  account,  though  indeed  i^ 
was  only  the  truth  of  his  prophecy  that  made  the  rukr^ 
angry  with  him :  and  yet,  upon  a  civil  account,  the/ 
pretended  he  mud  die,  becaufe  he  fell  away  to  tb^ 
Chaldeans,  and  would  have  brought  in  foreign  fbro^* 
to  invade  them.     The  fame  thing  is  laid  to  my  charg^^ 
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tf  ^hkh  I  am  as  innocent  as  Jeremiah  waSv  So  P^iul, 
hough  he  did  but  preach  Jefus  ChriH:,  yet  his  enemies 
wroold  have  put  him  to  death,  under  pretence  that  he 
vas  a  mover  of  fedition^  Upon  a  civil  account  mj  life 
16 -pretended  to  be  taken  away ;  whereas,  it  is  becaufe 
Lpurfue  my  covenant,  and  will  not  proftitute  my  prin«> 
ciples  and  confcience  to  the  ambition  and  luft  of  men* 
I  had  rather  die  a  covenant  keeper,  than  live  a  covenant- 
breaker.  Behold  I  am  this  day  making  a  double  ex* 
change  :  I  am  changing  a  pulpit  for  a  fcafFold,  and  a 
fcafibld  for  a  throne  :  And  I  might  add  a  third,  I  am 
changing  the  prefence  of  this  numerous  multitude  on 
Towerhill,  for  the  innunierable  company  of  faints  and 
jtngels  in  heavenj  the  holy  hill  of  Zion  ^  and  I  am  chang* 
ing  a  guard  of  foldiers  for  a  guard  of  angels,  which  will 
Jccdve  me,  and  carry  me  to  Abraham'!  bofom.  This 
fcaffbld  is  the  beft  pulpit  that  ever  I  preached  in  :  In 
ft)y  church  pulpiti  God,  through  his  graces  made  me  an 
iaftrument  to  bring  othets  to  heaven  \  but  in  this  pul- 
pit he  viriU  Bring  me  to  heaven."  Afterwards  he  faid, 
"  Though  my  blood  be  not  the  blood  of  nobles,  yet  it 
isChriftian  blood,  minifter's  blood  ;  yea^more,  it  is  alfo 
innocent  blood.  I  magnify  the  riches  of  God's  mercy 
and  grace  toward*s  me,  that  I  who  was  born  in  Wales, 
anobfcure  country,  and  of  obfcure  parents,  (houid  be 
fingled  out  to  honourable  fufferings.  For  the  firft  four- 
teen years  of  my  life,  I  never  heard  a  fermon  preached ; 
yet,  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  my  age,  \X  pleafed  God  to 
eonfert  me.  Blcfled  be  God,  wha  not  only  made  me  a 
Chrillian,  but  alfo  a  minifter,  judging  me  faithful,  and 
putting  me  into  the  miniftry,  which  is  my  glory.  1  had 
father  be  a  preacher  in  a  pulpit,  than  a  prince  npon  a 
throne  :  I  had  rather  be  an  inftrument  to  bring  fouls  to 
heaven,  than  that  all  nations  fhoujd  pay  tribute  tq  me, 
formerly  (faid  he)  I  have  been  under  a  fpirit  of  bond- 
age J  yea,  fometimes  I  have  had  more  fear  in  drawing 
^t  a  tooth,  than  now  1  have  for  cutting  off  my  head, 
"hen  fear  was  upon  me,  death  was  not  near  \  now,^ 
vhen  death  is  near  to  me,  my  fear  is  eyaniflied.  I  am 
^fortcd  in  this,  though  men  kill  me,  they  cannot 
wmn  me ;  though  they  thruft  me  out  of  the  world,  yet 
Vol.  L  A  a  the 


1 86  Cboicf  Saytngt  of-  Dying  Satnti, 

they  cannot  (hut  out  of  lieavfn.  When  I  hive  flid 
my  bloody  I  cxpcft  the  full  declaration  of  the  remiffion 
of  fins  through  the  blood  of  Jefus  Chrift.  I  7tm  gwag 
to  my  long  home,  and  ye  to  your  (hort  homes;  bntl 
(hall  be  at  my  home,  before  you  be  at  yonrs."  H« 
prayedy  that,  feeing  '*  He  was  called  to  do  the  woris 
which  he  never  did,  he  might  have  the  ftrength  which 
he  never  had." 


Dr  Wild,  in  his  Elect,  hath  thefc  lines : 

^*  Methinks  I  heard  beheaded  faints  above  i 

*'  Call  to  each  other,  Sirs,  make  room  for  Love.  | 

'*  Who,  ^hcn  he  came  to  tread  the  fatal  l^age, 

"  (Which  prov'4  his  glory,  and  his  enemies  rage) 

«*  His  blood  ne'er  ran  to's  heart  j  Chrift's  blood  was  tbW 

**  Reviving  it  5  his  own  was  all  to  fpare  \ 

^*  Which,  Tifing  in  his  cheeks,  did  feem  to  fgy, 

<*  Is  this  the  blood  you  thirft  for  ?  Tak't,  I  pray. 

*'  SpeAators  in  his  looks  fuch  life  did  fee, 

**  That  they  appearM  more  like  to  die  than  he, 

**  Lightening?,  which  fiU'd  the  air  with  blazing  light, 

"   Did  ferve  for  torches  at  that  difinal  night  j 

*'  In  which,  and  all  next  day,  for  many  hours, 

**  Heav'n  groaned  in  thunder,  and  did  weep  in  ftiow'rs  J 

**  Nor  do  I  wonder  that  God  thunder'd  fo, 

**  When  BoAKERGEs,  murder'd,  lay  below." 

37.  Mrs  Joyce  Lewis,  being  condemned  to  be  buf^ 
for  the  Proteftant  religion,  in  queen  Mary's  reign,  wh^*^ 
flie  heard  that  the  writ  for  her  execution  was  come,  0^^ 
faid  to  her  friends,  "  As  for  death,  I  fear  it  not ;  fc7^ 
when  I  behold  the  "amiable  countenance  of  Jefas  Chriy 
my  dear  Saviour,  the  ugly  face  of  death  doth  not  muC*^ 
trouble  me." 

38.  BuUinger  of  Zurich,  in  his  ficknefs,  faid  to  b.*- 
friends,  **  If  the  Lord  will  make  any  farther  ufc  of  nr»  * 
and  my  miniftry  in  his  church,  I  will  willingly  obc^ 
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icn  ;  but  if  be  pleafe  (as  I  much  defire),  to  take  mb 
»ut  of  this  miferable  life,  I  (hall  exceedingly  rejoice  that 
^e  pleafeth  to  take  me  out  of  this  corrupt  and  wretched 
iige  to  go  to  my  Saviour  Chrifl.  For  (faid  he)  if  So- 
crates was  glad  when  his  death  approach^,  becaufe  (as 
be  thought)  he  (hovld  go  to  Horner^  Hefiod,  and  other 
learned  men»  whom  he  e]tpe£ked  to  meet  with  in  the 
other  world  ;  how  much  Jmore  do  I  joy,  who  am  fure  , 
that  I  {ball  See  my  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift^  as  alfo  the 
«:>amt8)  Patriarchs,  Prophets,  Apoilles,  and  all  the  holy 
A'en  who  have  lived  from  the  beginning  of  the  world  f 
^ovr  when  I  am  fure  to  fee  them»  and  to  partake  of 
their  joys,  why  ihould  I  not  willingly  die  to  enjoy  their 
perpetual  focicty  and  glory  ?" 

39.  Mr  Theodore  Beza,  a  famous  paftor  in  Geneva* 
W'hcn  he  apprehended,  the  approach  of  death,  re vifed 
^is  will,  and  fo,  eafing  himfelf  of  all  worldly  thodghts, 
wholly  betook  himfelf  to  cxpeft  the  time  of  his  depar- 
ure,  which  he  had  much  longed  for.  Me  often  ufcd 
lie  Apoftle's  faying,  ^*  We  arc  his  workmanlhip,  creat- 
d  in  Jefus  Chriit  unto  good  works.".  And  that  of  Au- 
uftine,  Dom'me^  quod  aepijli perficey  tie  in  portu  navfra* 
^um  accidat*  **  Lord  pcrfc6^  that  which  thou  haft  be- 
i*n,  that  I  fuffcr  not  fliipwreck  in  the  haven."  And 
i^at  faying  of  Bernard  ;  Domine^  fequemur  te^  per  te^  ad 
Te,  quia  Veritas ;   Per  ti,  quia  via  :  Ad  te,  quia  vita. 

Hiord,  we  will  follow  thee,  by  thee  to  thee.  Ttee, 
^caufe  thou  art  the  truth  ;  by  thee,  becaufe  thou  arc 
^e  way  :  to  thee,  becaufe  thou  art  the  life." 

^o.  Melandon  of  Wittemberg,  (Luther'$  dear  com- 
^nion)  faid,  '*  That  he  much  longed  to  be  diffolved, 
^<i  that  for  two  reafons  :  Fir/iy  That  he  might  enjoy 
^e  much  defired  prefence  and  fight  of  Chritt,  and  of 
^e  heavenly  church :  Secondly^  That  he  might  be  freed 
^Om  the  cruel  and  implacable  difcords  of  divines." 

-qi.  Mr  John  Bradford,  a  miniftcr  and  martyr  in 
l^ticii  Mary's  Rtign,  when  the  keeper  lold  him  that 
^<^  next,  day  he  was  to  be  burnt  in  Smithfield,  he  put 
5ff  his  cap,  and,  lifting  up  his  eyes  to  heaven,  faid,  **  I 
^i^^ark  Gcd  fcr  it>  it  con.es  not  now  to  me  on  a  fxidden, 
A  a  a  but 


i88  Chawe  SaxtMgi  of  Dpyr  Saifis. 

but  as  a  thing  waited  for  every  day  and  hour ;  iBie  Lo 
make  me  worthy  thereof.*'  One  Creflwell  offering' 
interpofe  for  him,  and  defiring  to  know  what  hif  t 
queft  was ;  he  faid,  **  I  have  no  requeft  to  make ; 
the  queen  give  me  my  life,  I  will  thank  her ;  if  (hewi 
banifh  me,  I  will  thank  her*,  if  (he  will  burn  me, 
will  thank  her ;  if  (he  will  condemn  me  to  perpctoi 
imprifonment,  I  will  thaftk  her.**  The  chancellor pid 
fing  him  to  do  as  others  had  done,  in  hopes  ot  di* 
queen's  mercy ;  he  faid,  "  My  lord,  I  defire  mercy  wid 
God's  mercy ;  that  is,  without  doing  or  faying  any  thbi 
againft  God  and  his  truth.  But  mercy  with  Gcd' 
wrath,  God  keep  tne  from.  God's  mercy  (added  he 
I  defire,  and  alfo  would  be  glad  of  the  queen's  farouf 
to  live  as  a  fubje£l  without  clog  on  confcience ;  bat  a 
therwife^the  Lord's  mercy  is  better  to'  mc  than  lift 
Life  in  his  difpleafure  is  worfe  than  death,  and  death  n 
his  favour  is  true  life." 

In  his  letter  to  Dr  Cranmer,  Dr  Ridley^  and  D 
Latimer,  he  had  th*efe  words :  *'  Our  dear  brothe 
Rogers  hath  broken  the  ice  valiantly.  This  day,  or  to 
morrow  at  the  utmoft,  hearty  Hooper,  fincere  Saoo 
ders,  and  trudy  Taylor,  will  end  their  courfe,  asdic 
ceive  their  crown.  The  next  am  I,  who  hourly  loo 
for  the  porter  to  open  me  the  the  gates  after  them  t 
enter  into  the  defired  reft.  God  forgive  me  my  unthanl 
fulnefs  for  his  exceeding  great  mercy.  Though  I  fuffi 
juftly  (for  1  have  been  a  great  hypocrite,  unthankia| 
&c.  the  Lord  pardon  me,  yea,  he  hath  done  it,  he  hat 
done  it  indeed)  yet,  what  evil  hath  he  done  ?  ChrM 
whom  the  prelates  perfecute,  his  truth  which  they  hat 
in  me,  hath  done  no  evil,  npr  defcrvcd  death.  O  wb 
am  I,  Lord,  that  thou«{houldft  thus  magnify  me  ?  U 
thy  will  to  fend  for  fuch  a  wretched  hypocrite  in 
fiery  chariot,  as  thou  did  ft  fend  for  Eli  as  ?" 

In  one  of  his  meditations,  after  confefling  of  fin,  ' 
faid,  **  O  what  now  may  we  do !  defpair  ?  No,  i 
thou  art  God,  and  therefore  good ;  thou  art  mcrcif^ 
and  therefore  thou  forgivcft  fin  ;  With  thee  there 
mercy  and  propitiation,  and  therefore  thou  art  wor(b' 
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ped.  When  Adam  finnctf,  thou  gaveft  him  mercy  be- 
fore he  deiired  it )  and  wilt  thou  deny  us  mercy,  who 
now  defire  the  fame  ^  Adam  etcufed  his  fault,  and  ac- 
cufed  thee  ^  hut  we  accufe  ourfelves,  and  excufe  thee  : 
and,  (hajl  we  be  fent  empty  away  ?  How  often  in  the 
wildetnefs  didft  thou  fpare  Ifrael,  and  defer  the  plague 
at  the  requeft  of  Mofes,  wlien  the  people  themfelvea 

.  made  no  petition  to  thee,  ?  Now  we  do  not  only  make 
OUT  petition  to  thee,  but  alfo  have  a  Mediator,  far  aboi^e 
Mofes,  to  appear  for  us,  even  Chrifl  Jefus  thine  own 
Son;  and  (hall  we,  dear  Lord,  depart  alhamed  ?  O 
merciful  Lord,  for  thine  own  glory,  fu&r  not  the  ene- 
my of  thy  Son  Chrift,  the  Romilh  Anti-Chrift,  thus 
wretchedly  to  delude  and  draw  from  thee  our  poor 
brethren,  for  whom  thy  dear  Son  once  died,  &c.  Suf- 
fer him  not  to  fcducc  the  fimple  fort  with  his  fond  o- 
pinion,  that  his  falfe  gods,  his  blind,  mumbling,  feign- 
ed religion^  or  his  fool i(h  fuperftition,  .doth  give  him 
fach  conquefts,  fuch  viflories,  and  fuch  triunfiphs  over 
w.  But,  O  Lord,  this  is  thy  righteous  judgement  to 
puniQi  us  with  the  tyrannical  yoke  of  blindnefs,  becaufe 
we  have  caft  away  from  us  the  fweet  yoke  of  the  wholc- 
fome  word  of  thy  Son  our  Saviour." 

In  his  letter  to  Mrs  Anne  Warcup,  he  faid,  "  My 
ftaff  ftandeth  at  the  door.  I  look  continually  for  the 
fljcriff  to  come  for  me;  and  I  blcfs  Gotl  I  am  ready  for 
Wm.  Now  I  go  to  praftife  that  wnich  1  have  preach- 
^ ;  now  I  am  climbing  up  the  hill ;  it  will  cauf«  me 

'  pwff  and  blow  before  1  come  to  the  cliff.  The  hill  is  deep 
*nd  high,  my  breath  is  ihort,  and  my  ftrength  is  feeble - 
Ptay  therefore  to  the  Lord  for  me,  that,  as  I  have  now, 
through  his  goodncfs,  even  almoft  come  to  the  top,  I 
"Jay,  by  his  grace,  be  ftrengthened,  not  to  reft  until 
I  come  where  I  ihould  be." 

He  was  fingular  for  humility  and  felf-abafemenr, 
though  a  moft  eminent  faint.  He  fubfcnbed  fome  of 
^is  Ictlcrs,  The  moft  miferable,  had-hearted  unthank- 
*^1  Gnner,  John  Bradford.  A  very  painted  hypocrite, 
John  Bradford.  Miferimus  peccator^  John  Bradford, 
•^'hc  Gnful  John  Bradford. 
4^»  Mr  Edward  Deering,  a  little  before  his  death, 

fald 
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fa^  to  bis  firiends,  **  As  for  my  death»  I  bl^&Gbd: 
feel  and  £nd  fo  much  inward  joy  and  comfort  tav] 
.  foiilt  that,  if'it  were  put  to  my  ch<Mce  whether  I.wMiU 
die  br  live,  I  would  a  thoufand  times  rather  fSoa^ 
death  than  life,  if  it  may  ftand  with  die  holy  wt&  4{ 
God>  ,  .    .'1 

43  •  Mr  Robert  RoUock,  when  a»dyiog»  piiffc 
*'  U>rd,  I  have  hitherto  feen  but  darkly  in  me  ghfrcC 
.  thy  word;  now  grant  that  I  may  enjoy  the  eteroalM* 
tion  of  thy  countenance,  wluch  I  have  fo  much  deM 
and  longed  for.  Hafte,  Lord,  and  do  not  tarry:  Iifli 
weary  both  of  nights  and  days :  Come,  Lord  Jaai,  tiMC 
I  may  come  to  thee.  Break  thefe  eye- (brings,  sndfiiff 
me  others.  1  defire  to  be.difiblved,  and  to  be  .villi 
thee;  hafte,  Lord  Jefus,  and  defer  no  longer*  Qp 
forth,  my.  weak  life,  and  let  a  better  fucceed.  O  LoiA 
Jefus,  thruft  thy  hand  into  my  bodj^,  and  take  my  fcil 
to  thyfelf.  O  my  fweet  Lord,  fet  this  foul  of  i  ' 
free,  that  it  may  enjoy  her  hufband.'* 

44*  Galeacius  Carracciolus,  marquis  of  Vico^ 
a- dying,  took  his  leave  of  his  wife  arid  all  his  Chriftiitt 
friends,  telling  them  that  he  would  lead  them  the  wif 
to  heaven.  And  he  cried  to  Jefus  Cbrift,  that  ^'  aste 
had  fought  him  all  his  life,  fo  now  he  woold  receive 
and  acknowledge  him  as  his  own." 

45.  The  famous  lord  Dupkffis  in  France,  when*' 
dying,  was  much  concerned  for  the  church' of.  G^ 
in  didrefs,  praying  earned) y  for  her  deliverance,  fi^ 
particularly  bleifcd  fuch.  of  his  grand- children  as  HKt^ 
following  the  ftudies  of  learning,  faying,  that  **  he  vt* 
afiured  they  fhould  be  bleflcd  with  the  bleffings  bodiS^ 
heaven  above,  and  of  the  earth  beneath."  When  a  JM* 
liifVer  fpoke  of  the  fervice  he  had  done  the  church  If 
his  writings,  he  faid,  ^*'  Alas,  what  Was  there  of  mifl^ 
in  that  work  ?  Say  not  that  it  was  I,  but  God  by  xBlt* 
Then,  lifting  up  his  hands  above  his  head,  he  ai^ 
three  times,  *•  Mercy,  mercy,  mercy."  Addingrthatb^ 
did  it^  to  ihow  that  it  was  alone  the  mercy  of  God  to 
which  he  had  recourfe.  And  declared,  that  his  **  H^ 
was  altogether  founded  upon  the  goodnefs  of  G^ 
in  Jefus  Chrift,  who,  by  the  Fsithcr,  had  been  made  uo* 

to 
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,*as  to  all  others  that  believe  in  him,  wiCdoii, 
ufnefs,  fanftification,  and  redemption.  **  A- 
faid  he,)  away  with  all  merit ;  I  c^U  for  nothin^r  ' 
Tcy,  free  mercy  :"  When  one  was  blcflSn^  God 
ing  him  fuch  peace  and  comfort  at  his  end,  he 
'  I  feel,  I  feel  what  I  fpeak."  As  to  his  faith  of 
ths  of  God,  •*  He  faid  he  was.  entirely  perfuadcd 
F,  by  the  demon (Iration  of  God's  Holy  Spirit, 
was  more  powerful,  more  clear,  and  more  cer- 
han  all  the  demonftrations  of  Euclid."  When' 
jf^  prayinjr,  he  was '  overheard  faying,  in  broken 
:cs,  **  I  flyt  I  fly  to  heaven.  Let  the  angels 
ne  to  the  bofom  of  my  Saviour."  Afterwards/ 
,,  "  I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth,  and  1  (hall 
n  witli  thcfe  eyes,  Hifce  occuils ;"  which  words 
fated  four  or  five  times. 

Jerome  of  Prague,  when  he  was  f aliened  tp  the 
and  the  executioner  began  to  kindle  the  fire  be- 
im,  he  bade  him  kindle  it  before  his  face.  ^  For 
e)  if  I  had  been  afraid  of  it,  I  had  not  come  to 
ace,  having  had  fo  many  opportunities  oJered 
efcape  it." 

Mr  Hooker,  a  miniftcr  in  New- England,  when 
at  ftood  weeping  at  his  bed  fide,  when  he  lay  a- 
faid  to  him,  "  Sir,  you  are  going  to  receive  the 
I  of  all  your  labours  ;"  he  replied,  "  Brother,  1 
ng  to  receive  mercy." 

Mr  Heron,  another  minifter  there,  when  dyingj 
iving  a  family  of  many  fm^U  children  ;  his  poor 
:11  a- weeping,  and  faid,  alas!  ^what  will  become 
thefe  children  ?  He  prefently  and  pleafantly  re- 
"  Never  fear ;  he  that  feeds  the  young  ravens 
ot  ftarve  the  young  Herons."  And  indeed  it 
o  pafs  accordingly.  It  was  an  ancient  obfcrva- 
mcerning  the  Englifh  martyrs  under  the  bloody 
i  perfecution,  **  That  none  of  them  went  more 
jf  to  the  (lake  than  thofe  who  had  the  greateft 
8  to  commit  unto  the  Lord." 
Chryfoftom,  when  the  cmprefs  Eudoxa  (an  A- 
ent  a  threatening  melTage  to  him,  he  faid,  **  Go 
r,  Nil  niftpecrtttum  timeo^  I  fear  nothing  but  fin." 

■     When 
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When  he  was  fentenced  to  baniflimcntr  be  fiiid,  "  MbiM 
of  thcfe  things  trouble  me  ;  for  I  faid  t^fpcCL  wkliin 
myfeify  if  the  emprefs  will,  let  her  baniOi  nML}  ^jculb 
26  the  Lord's,  and  the  fulnefs  thereof.     If  ^  tWiJl»'Ii| 
het  faw  me  afunder )  Ifaiah  was  fo  afed^  i£rihe*jmO^ 
let  her  cail  me  into  the  fea ;  I  will  remember  Jmhij, 
if  (he  will,  let  her  caft  me  into  a  buniing  fiery  £wmM§ 
or  to  the  wild  beafts ;  the  three  children  aod  DmU 
were  fo  ferred  :  if  (he  will,  let  her  (lone  me,  or  cotsff 
my  head ;  I  have  St  Stephen  and'  tl)e  Baptift  fer/^f 
companions  :  if  (he  will,  let  her  take  away  all  my  iiib» 
fiance ;  naked  came  1  out  of  my  mother's  woml^  tad 
naked  (hall  F  return  thither  again." 

But  1  mu(l  break  off,  for  time  would  fail  me  taiow  r 
merate  the  many  inRances  of  the  faith,  love,  patience 
hope,  courajre,  and  condaricy  of  the  faints  and  msit|A  ' 
of  Jefus,  when  in  the  view  of  death.     Some  hftv^loU 
the  perfccutors,  **  That  they  might  pull  the  heartMH  * 
of  their  bodies^  but  they  could  never  pluck  tke  trtd( 
out  of  their  hearts."    Others  have  faid,  '*  That  if  e*«9  ' 
hair  of  their  heads  were  men,  they  fliould  all  fuffnrM 
Chrift  and  his  truths."    *•  Oh  (faid  one  of  them)  a* 
I  die  but  once  for  Chrift  ?"  ■  *: 

To  conclude,  let  thefe  examples  prompt  us  to  feck 
grace  from  God,  and  make  it  our  eatneft  ftudy  ta 
imitate  and  follow  fuch  a  cloud  of  witne(re8|  that  •» 
may  die  martyrs  in  refoluticn,  our  graces  may  be  moft 
lively  at  the  lall,  our  evening  fun  may  fl)ine  brightcfti 
and  we  may  go  off  the  ftagc  glorifying  God,  and  lesT* 
ing  a  fweet  favour  behind  us,  as  thefe  famous  worthier 
whofe  praife  is  in  the  churches,  have  done  before  ui^  » 

Direct.  VII.    Let  Dying  Perfons  be  much  in  PraJ* 
and  Ejaculations  to  God.  " 

PRAYER  is  the  native  breath  of  renewed  fooky  >f. 
is  as  neccflary  to  their  fpiritual  life,  as  breath  is  to  tM 
natural  life.  Lam.  iii.  59.  "  Hide  not  thine  ear  at  0*T 
breathing.'*  ^Fhe  firll  ihmg  a  child  of  God  doth,  wbc^ 
he  is  new-born,  is  to  breathe  by  prayer,  A£b  ix.  !*• 

i«  BchoW 


lold  he  prayeth."  And  it  is  alfo  his  laft  work  in 
>rldl  to  ptay,  A  As  vii.  59. 60.  *'  And  they  ftoned 
m»  calHng  upon  God,  and  faying^  Lord  Jefosi  r»- 
»y  fpirit.  And  he  kneeled  down,  and  cried  with 
voice.  Lord,  lay  not  this  (in  to  their  charge*  And 
hcihad  faid  this,  he  fell  afleep."  A  dying  Chri(- 
uh  many  to  pray  for  \  he  is  to  pray  for  the  church 
1,  for  his  friends  and  relations^  and  alb  for  his 
Bs,  as  Stephen  did,  of  whom  I  fpoke  before.  But 
dly  he  muft  pray  for  himfelf,  that  fin  may  be  for* 
and  that  he  may  have  fafe  condu6t  through  the 
alley*  I  have  heard  of  fome  that  have  been  found 
upon  their  knees  :  A  noble  pofture  to  die  in ! 
igreeable  is  it,  to  enter  praying  into  the  land  of 
?  So  did  Stephen  \  yea,  fo  did  our  bleifed  Saviour 
f :  "  Father^  fotgive  them,  for  they  know  not 
hey  do.  Father,  into  thy  hands  I  commend  mv 
'  The  laft  words  that  holy  Ufter  uttered  were^ 
,  Lord,  in  a  fpecial  manner  f6rgire  my  fins  #f 
)!!.•  *^  Lotd^  (faid  dying  Beza)  pcrfeft  that  v^ich 
4ft  begun,  that  I  fuffer  not  fliip\irreck  in  the  ha* 
I  remember  to  have  read  of  an  old  minifter,  When 
!tid  death  approaching,  he  faid,  **  I  defire  to  die 
e  poor  thief,  cry'mg  to  the  crucified  Jefus  for  mercy, 
lothing,  I  have  nothing,  I  can  do  nothing,  except 
.9  unworthy*  My  eye,  and  hope,  ^nd  faith,  is 
ift  on  his  crofs.  I  bring  an  unwonhincfe  like 
f  the  poor  dying  thief  unto  him,  and  have  no 
to  plead  than  he.  Like  the  poor  thief  crucified 
lim,  I  am  waiting  to  be  received,  by  the  infinite 
of  my  Lord,  into  his  kingdom.^*  Let  us  in  like 
!t  die,  crying  to  a^  crucified  Jefus  for  mercy^ 
remember  me,  now  thou  art  in  thy  kingdom, 
lying  Chriftian,  remcm^jUL  the  time  ot  prayer  is 
n  end,  after  death  therein  be  no  more  occafion 
ayer.  O  then  beg  that  the  fp'rrit  of  prayer  may 
poured  down  upon  you  at  this  time,  that  you  may 
ibied  to  pout  out  your  heart  before  God,  both  for 
:if  and  others*  O  how  earneftly  (hould  you  pray 
when  you  are  taking  your  leave  of  prayer  !  mind 
sample  which  your  Redeemer  gave  you  ;  it  was 
L.  \:  B  b  beforf? 
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before  his  death  that  he  offered  up  prayers  and  fu^lSca* 
tion  with  ftrong  crying  and  tears  unto  God.  "  I  v> 
knowledge,  fick  and  dying  perfons  are  freqtteAdf  eat 
of  cafe  for  making  prayers  of  any  ^eat  leti'gtk  ot' ooob 
tinuance  (which  conGderation  (hoald  excite  us  ttd  thi 
jgresiter  diligence  in  prayer  in  the  time  of  heflth)  IdE 
therefore  they  ought  to  be  the  more  frequent  and  ft0 
▼ent,  in  (hort  and  fuitable  cj  iculations  aifd  petkioM  fiC 
God,  as  their  exigencies  do  require. 

. '.  ■  •  f 

Some  MedttatUns  and  Ejaculations^  proper  for  Gtk  aB^ 
dying  perfons,  and  efpecially  for  a  dying  Belieier. 

0  LORD,  thou  art  the  God  of  my  life»  and  b»ft  di< 
keys  of  death  in  thy  band.  Thou  hafl:  meafujred  4m 
length  of  my  life,  and  appointed  the  hour  of  my  d|;i^ 
The  number  of  my  months  and  days  it  with  thee, hm 
tnou  haft  appointed  the  bounds,  over  which  I  canoo 
pafs. 

What  is  my  life  but  a  vapour  that  appear eth  fpr'j 
little  time,  and  then  vaniQieth  away  ?  at  the  lon|dl 
how  (hort  is  it;  aqd  at  the  ftrongeft  how  ww 
'<  What  man  is  it  that  liveth  here,  and  (hall  not  & 
death  P  When  a  few  days  are  come,  I  will  go  the  wr 
whence  I  (hall  not  return."  God  hath  decreed  it,  fa 
hath  deferved  it,  my  frailty  demonftrates  ity  deadf 
harbinger  proclaims  it.  and  I  muftexpeA  it*  . 

There  is  no  difchar^e  in  this  war,  no  ezemptibi 
from  death's  ftroke.  Death's  meffengers  are  com^t* 
warn  me,  that  my  laft  day  and  hour  draweth  n(h 
The  found  of  their  Mailer  sfeet  is  behind  them.  Tbi 
c]ay-houfe  muft  be  diffi)lved,  my  foul  diflodged,  ^ 
my  place  here  (liall  kiilw  me  no  more ;  I  will  be  qutd^ 
ly  as  water  fpiit  on  the  ground,  that  cannot  be  gatber 
ed  up  again. 

O  that  I  may  be  fuitably  exercifed  in  my  prefeo 
weak  and  dying  condition  !  when  my  fie(h  failed 
and  my  heart  fainteth  within  me.  O  that  God  my  \ 
the  ftrength  of  my  heart,  and  portion  for  ever  !  Wb( 
the  keepers  of  the  houfe  do  tremble,  let  God  watch  ov 
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it,  md  be  the  kf  eper  of  my  foul*  When  the  jrrmdf  rs 
daceafe,  becaufe  they  arc  few,  let  my  foul  be  fed  with 
mtnosr  f lom  heaven*  When  the  daughters  of  mufic 
«e  brought  low,  let  my  foul  he  difpofed  for  hearing 
thefoogrof  Mofes  and  the  l^amb  i  *  the  temple  above* 
Wion  tho(e  that  look  out  at  the  windows  are  darken^ 
9i\  let'  the  eyes  of  my  foul  be  enlightei^ed  to  behold, 
vidi  the -dying  martyr  Stephen,  the  heavens  opened,  and 
tbe  glorious  Jefus  (landing  on  the  right- hazid  of  God, 
making  interceiiion  for  me,  and  rea  :y  to  receive  me. 
Let  my  hope  and  defire  look  out  at  the  windows,  and 
tayi  *'  Why  is  his  chariot  fo  long  a  coming  ?  and  why 
tarry  the  wheels  of  his  chariot  ?  Make  hade,  my  be- 
knred,  and  be  thou  like  a  roe  or  a  young  hart  on  the 
mountains  of  Bether.'* 

.  0  that  I  may  obferve  the  afflifling  hand  of  God  in 
m  prefent  ficknefs  I  Surely  afiliflion  cometh  not  out 
.of  the  duft,  nor  doth  trouble  fpring  out  of  the  ground. 

0  Lord,  rebuke  me  not  in  thine  indignation,  nor  chiften 
me  in  thine  hot  difplcafure.  Have  mescy  on  me,  O 
1^9  for  I  am  weak  -,  and  heal  me,  for  my  bones  are 
yexed*  When  thou  with  rebukes  doft  correfi  man  for 
uiqulty,  thou  makeft  his  beauty  to  confume  away  like 
*  moth :  Surely  every  man  is  vanity.  The  forro\rs  of 
fn  beart  are  enlarged.  O  bring  me  out  of  my  diftref- 
^  Look  upon  my  affliAion  and  my  pain,  and  forgive 
^1  my  fins.  I  look  for  fympathy  to  my  great  High 
Prieft,  who  is  touched  with  the  feeling  of  my  in&rmi- 
^^1    My  help  and  ftrength  is  in  him. 

..  Othat,  when  I  am  afflifted,  1  may  not  dcfpife  the 
chaftiening  of  the  Lord,  nor  faint  wheii  I  am  rebukcfd 

01  him  !  Let  me  hear  the  rod,  and  him  that  hath  ap- 
JKUQted  it.  Let  me  kifs  tne  rod,  and  accept  of  the  pu» 
^'''iment  of  mine  iniquity.  O  that  in  my  afflrflioh  I 
^i^y  be  helped  to  humble  myfclf  greatly  before  the  Gold 
of  my  fathers^  and  make  a  true  and  penitent  confelTion 
of  my  fins! 

Oh!    what  (halM  fay  to  thee,  O  thou  preferverof 

men?  1  will  fay.  Lord,  be  merciful  to  me ;  heal  my  foul, 

for  I  have  finned  againft  thee.     I  acknowledge,  that, 

through  an  evil  heart  of  unbelief^  I  have  many  a  time 

.     B  b  2  departed 
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departed  away  from  the  living  God,  O  how  vainly  nd 
foolifhly  have  I  lived  in  the  world  I  How  ianOi  erf  mf 
precious  time!  How  unmindful  of  my  latter  end  I  How 
carelefs'of  my  immortal  foul !  How  little  in  preparatiot 
for  eternity  !  Oh  !  my  own  heart  condemns  mr,  wy  fina 
t^ify  againft  me ;  and  thou,  who  knowcft  them  httM 
than  I  do  myfelf,  together  with  their  &veral  -agfifai*-^ 
tions,  mighteft  juftly  eondemn  me  too.  £ut  myconw 
fort  is,  that  with  tHee  the  Lord  there  it  mercy  thatdifft 
mayeft  be  feared,  and  with  thy  Son  there  is  plentaaw 
redemption :  Wherefore,  for  his  fake  he  plepCed  to  im* 
give  me  all  my  bypad  tranfgreffions,  whether  in  thottglitf 
word  or  deed,  thofe  I  remember,  and  tbofe  I  have;kr-' 
gotten,  and  let  them  neither  be  charged  0x1  me  to  Af 
fliame  and  confufion  in  this  world,  nor  to  myeveilait- 
ing  ruin  in  that  which  is  to  come.  Lord,  forgive  the 
follies  of  my  childhood,  the  extravagancies  of  my  yonthj 
and  the  iniquities  of  my  riper  years. 

Oh  I  am  polluted  with  £n,*  and  dare  not  appear  befifftf 
God  with  my  own  filthy  rags  upon  me.  When  Adadi 
loft  the  garment  of  original  rightcoufnefs,  be  led  fiHi 
God,  and  dreaded  the  fumnru>n»  of  offended  jtfftku 
Now,  there  is  no  appearing  before  God  with  ocoopfr- 
ance,  but  in  the  garment  of  his  Son,  my  elder  brother* 
None  can  have  boldnefs  to  enter  into  the  holieft  of  ilU» 
but  by  the  blood  of  Jefus.  O  enable  me  to  difcl^ 
whatfoever  duties  i  have  performed,  or  graces  I  exci^ 
cifed,  and  to  rely  en  a  crucified  Chrift  alone  for  parioo 
and  life.  Though  thou  flayeft  me,  let  me  die  truftia^ 
in  and  cleaving  to  a  crucified  Jefus. 

Now  the  powers  of  darknefs  will  feek  to  raifc  ten* 
pefts  to  (hipwreck  the  veiTel  ^f  my  foul,  when  it  wouU 
enter  into  the  eternal  haven ;  O  that  like  the  wife  iiia* 
liner,  when  the  ftorm  approacheth,  I  may  cndeavAl 
to  fecure  the  vefiel  with  the  anchors  of  faith  and  hofK 
faftened  on  the  rock  Chrift ! 

O  that,  when  the  time  of  combat  with  my  lafl  enemy 
Cometh,  I  may  above  all  take  the  fliield  of  faith,  where- 
by i  may  be.  fheltered  from  the  fting  of  death,  and  jb^] 
quench  the  fiery  darts  of  the  wicked  one ! 

O  that  the  Lord  of  hofts,  the  Captain  of  my  falva^ 

tioi 
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tkm,  miy  be  with  me  in  my  laft  con'fIi£l«  and  may  help 
roe  to  put  on  the  whole  armour  of  God,  and  give  mc 
ikiH  to  ufe  it.  that  I  may  be  able  to  (land  in  the  evil 
dtjr!  Teach  my'hands  to  war,  and  my  fin^rsto  fight, 
diBt  through  thee  I  may  do  valiantiy.  and  tie^d  down 
iR  mipe  eheniies.  O  that  now  I  may  fo  finifti  mj 
ollvfe,  and  fight  the  good  fij^ht  of  faith,  that  at  death 
I  way  receive  the  crown  oJF  righteoufnefs,  which  the 
nghteous  Judge  will  give  to  all  that  love  his  appearing. 
Othit  my  faith  may  ripen  into  a  fril  afiurancc,  that  I 
Btj  go  off  the  ftage  with  joy,  and  an  abundant  entrance 
may  be  adminiftered  unto  me  into  the  kingdom  of  my 
hoii  and  Saviour  Jtfus  Chrift* 

0  that  the  ni^^ht  of  my  death  may  fhine  bright  with 
the  fparkling  liars  of  heavenly  grace  !  Lord,  increafe 
ny faith  ?  Let  the  pilgrim's  ftafF  of  faith  be  never  out 
of  my  hand,  til!  I  come  to  my  journey's  end.  O  let 
me  get  Chrift  all  in  my  armf,  like  old  Simeon  before 
Ml  death,  that  I  may  fay  like  him,  **  Now  let  thy  fcr- 
nnt  depart  in  peace,  for  mine  eyes  have  feen  thy  fa!- 
ntion/'  Kindle  the  €re  of  heavenly  love  in  my  foul, 
wd  ghrc  me  a  taftc  of  heavenly  joys.  O  for  one  beam 
of  "diy  light,  to  bam(h  away  all  my  doubts  and  fears  ! 
Ix>rd,  let  in  fomething  of  lieaven  to  my  foul,  b;:fore  it- 
^  go  into  heaven. 

Lord,  take  mc  not  out  of  this  life  till  thou  haft  fitted 
rac  for  a  better.  M^y  I  be  fitted  for  hcavt;n  before  I 
lta?c  the  earth,  and  finifh  my  work  before  I  finiih  my 
ooarfe  I  Make  me  ready  to  meet  thee  at  thy  coming, 
diat  fo  thy  coming  may  not  be  the  matter  of  my  terror, 
Init  the  matt^  of  my  hope,  dcfires,  and  joyful  expec* 
titions.  O  that  I  may  be  in  a  longing  frame  for  that 
hleffed  time,  when  he  will  come  and  put  a  period  to  all 
Ay  fins,  forrows,  troubles,  and  temptations  here,  and 
^■^  I  fliall  exchange  my  prefent  being  in  the  body,  for 
***  cverlafting  being  with  the  Lord!  Lord,  ftrengthen 
^7  faith  and  hope,  that  fo  neither  the  fweetnefs  of  life, 
*c  pain  of  death,  nor  apprehenfions  about  my  future 
^^c,  may  make  me  unwilling  to  die.  Is  my  Redeem« 
^tafccndcd  and  gone  before  to  prepare  a  place  forme ; 

why 
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why  then  (hould  I  be  (lothfDl  to  go  iq  and  ^fiefs  Ae 
good  land  1 

Merqr  hath  filled  up  all  my  lifet  and  brought  tie 
near  to  the  end  of  it  ;*  O  let  it  not  leare  me  now»>vl)h^ 
lall  the  enjoyments  of  the  world  are  as  nothing  to  me^ 
and  I  am  to  take  an  everlafting  fareu^ell;  of  thcm'ai* 
Now  one  fmile  of  thy  face»  one  taffe  rf  thy  loVe,  wonli 
be  ftrength  and  joy  to  my  departing  foul.  O  remem^ 
ber  the  word  to  thy  fcnrant,  upon  whieh  thoti  haft  carf 
cd  me  to  hope ;  haft  thou  rot  faid  **  I  will  'neTtrfeaie 
thee  nor  forfake  thee  ?^  O  fulfil  this  word  to  me  ia 
the  time  of  my  need.  0  let  me  nerer  go  off  the  ftase 
with  a  heavy  heart  or  a  guilty  cohfciehee;  but  majl 
depart  in  peace  and  deep  in  Jefus.  Let  me  breathe  6et 
my  departing  foul  to  thee,  and  truft  it  in  thy  hand  ttA 
fafe  keeping :  And  let  my  flefli  reft  in  hopes  of  rifing 
glorioufly  at  the  laft  day,  through  him  who  is  the  fefa^ 
reflion  and  the  life,  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 

Love  and  praife  is  the  exercife  of  faints  for  ever ;  way 
I  be  accquainted  with  it  here  !  O  (hall  I  tiot  lOve  aw 
praife  him  who  hath  forgiven  all  mine  iniquities,' healttl 
all  my  difeafes,  redeemed  my  life  from  dtftriifiion,  and 
crowned  me  with  loving  kindnefs  and  tender  mercies  ? 
He  hath  caufed  goodnefs  and  mercy  follow  me  all  A^ 
days  of  my  life  ;  and  (hall  I  not  follow  him  with  praite 
at  the  end  of  it  ? 

Now  the  time  of  my  departure  is  at  hand,  and  tte 
lamp  of  my  life  is  ready  to  be  extingui(hed.  O  that  t 
m«y  die  in  /aith,  that  whether  the  lamp  go  out  of  itv 
own  accord,  or  by  fome  fudden  blaft,  it  may  be  lighted 
again  by  the  immortal  beams  of  the  Sun  of  righteoof* 
nefs  !  And  though  I  be  overtaken  with  the  fleep  of 
death,  and  lie  down  in  the  bed  of  the  grave  ;  yet  I  thall= 
aw^tke  again  in  the  morning  of  the  refurre^ion,  drit 
morning  which  (hall  never  be  fucceeded  by  an  evening; 
when  I  (hall  behold  thy  face  in  righteoufhefs,  and  be  o* 
tcrni»ny  fatisfied  with  thy  likencfs. 

Now  I  am  going  the  way  of  all  the  earth,  re^df 
to  launch  forth  into  eternity,  where  I  (hall  be  fij^ed  it* 
my  everlafting  condition*     Grant  me^.  Lord,  the  p^ 

feft 
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fed  ufe  of  my  fenfe«,  of  mf  reafon  and  underftaodin^; 
that  I  may  glorify  thy  name,  and  edify  my  neighbours 
td  the  laft  moment  of  my  departure.  And  novir,  when 
I  am  to  conflift  with  the  kin^  of  terrors,  O  fupporc  and 
affifi  me  in  my  foreft  extremities  and  laft  agonies !  O 
mercifully  mitigate  death's  pangs,  and  let  my  paflige 
kc  wfy,  and  my  landing  fafe  Stand  by  tne  ux  my  dy- 
ing moments^  and  fecure  my  foul  in  thy  hands  from 
ail  it«  deadiy  enemies.  And,  when  I  am  numbered  a* 
nioag  the  dead,  let  me  alfo  be  numbered  among  there* 
deemed  and  blcfied  of  the  Lord  for  ever. 
-  0  Lord,  thou  determined  both  the  bounds  of  man'i 
fifci  and  the  bounds  of  his  habitation.  If  a  hair  of  my 
head  cannot  f<kli  to  the  ground  without  thy  providence^ 
fvlefs  can  my  whole  body  fall  into  the  grave  without 
it  Thou  haft  told  me  plainly  that  I  muft  die,  but 
mercifully  haft  thou  concealed  the  time,  place,  and 
manner,  that  I  may  always  ftand  upoii  my  guard,  eve*^ 
Ty  hour  exped):  thy  coming,  and  have  my  accounts  in 
my  hand,  and  always  prepared  to  give  them  up  to  thee 
my  Judge.  Juftly  mighteft  thou  have  fnacched  me  a- 
.  ^^l  by  a  furprifing  call  and  fadden  ftroke  :  but  in  thy 
goodnefs  thou  gaveft'me  warning,  and  time  to  fet  my 
^fe  and  foul  in  order.  O  gracioully  finiOi  what  is  now: 
wanting- of  the  work  of  grace  in  my  heart  and  foul,  and 
^roughly  accomplifli  and  furnifh  me  to  appear  in  thy. 
Wcffed  prefence.  May  I  now  die  to  fin  every  hour, 
^at  I  may  not  die  for  fin  hereafter.  Caufe  fin  wholly 
*<^  die  before  me,  that  it  may  not  rife  in  jadgment  a- 
g«iaft  me  after  death. 

0  God)  be  thou  my  refuge  and  ftrength,  and  a  ve-> 
^7  pvefent  help  in  trouble  \  ^nd  then  1  will  not  fear 
^ngh  the  waters  of  afHl£lion  rage  and  be  troubled,  and 
^ttgh  all  the  mountains  of  earthly  comforts  (hake  witli 
*c  (welling  thereof.  There  is  a  river,  the  ftreams 
^hereof  fliall  make  glad  the  city  of  God.  O  let  my 
foul  dwell  befide  thele  living  ftreams,  and  drink  of  them 
^wevcr.  In  the  valley  of  the  (hadow  of  death.  Lord, 
l^thou  prefent  as  the  good  (hepherd  with  thy  guiding 
^  and  fupporting  ftaff ;  and  make  my  departure  eafy, 
wd  full  of  peace  and  hope.     Lord,  carry  me  fafc  rhro* 
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^M  It  &is  dme  come  from  Cbrift  my  core&a&ted  Re- 
dtMen 

O  Lord' deliver  my  foul  from  d«ath>  mine  eyes  from 
Usmi  and  my  ktt  from  faUing  !  O  bring  me  out  of 
tb»miry  eUy,  fet  my  feet  upon  a  rock|  9nd  eftablifli  my 
giift^i  <^  put  a  new  fong  in  my  momh,  even  praifes 
tt^nr  God  I 

•if  Jacob  went  down  fo  cheerfiiUy  into  Egypt,  when 
Qni  had  faid  unto  bim,  '^  Fear  not  to  go  dowOi  for  I 
will  go  down  with  thee,  and  I  will  bring  thee  up  again:'* 
Wby  (hould  a  believer  fear  to  go  down  to  the  gravet 
wbni  God  hath  undertaken  to  go  down  with  him  thi* 
thcTi  and  to  bring  him  up  again  i  His  body  may  be 
tamed  into  duft,  but  Gad  is  in  covenant  with  his 
dttft,  and  will  not  fuller  the  lead  particle  of  it  to  be 
M. 

Are  not  the  righteous  taken  away  from  the  evil  to 
tome  ?  Do  they  not  reft  on  their  beds,  and  enter  into 
pace  I  Why  then  (hould  I  grudge  at  dying  i  When 
di6  Lord  is  to  bring  heavy  wrath  and  judgments  on  a 
h&dy  he  frequently  houfes  many  of  his  people  in  hea- 
m. before- hand  :  and  how  happy  are  thofe  that  get  in- 
tDthe houfe  before  the  f weeping  hail-(hower  doth  falL 
A  believer  needethnot  to  look  for  any  fettled  fair  wea- 
ther in  this  world :  It  will  be  nothing  but  one  fhower 
I9f  sad  another  downi  till  be  be  houfed  in  heaven* 
O.iriiy  then  (hould  I  linger  in  this  wildernefs  ! 

How  highly  dignified  is  the  believer,  in  being  made 
te iieir  of  God|  and  a  joint  heir  with  his  own  Son  Jefus 
Chtift  !  So  that  Chrift  and  the  believer  do,  as  it  were, 
diride  heaven  betweea  them ;  they  have  the  fame  Fa- 
'hcti  dwell  in  the  fame  houfe,  fit  at  the  fame  table,  reign 
^  the  fame  throne,  and  partake  of  the  fame  gloiry. 
^  Mrbat  honour  is  this,  which  is  put  upon  a  worm  of  the 
pMth!  It  is  indeed  but  little  that  the  young  heir  en- 
^y%  of  the  inheritance  while  in  this  world  5  no  more 
^'^n  will  (crve  to  bear  his  charges  tp  heaven,  where  he 
^iUl  get  all,  forget  his  prefent  ftraits,  and  remember 
■^  poverty  no  niore.  O  why  then  (hould  not  1,  like  a 
ycnuig  heir,  be  looking  and  longing  for  the  expiring  of 
QBy  minorityi  when  1  (hall  anive  at  ripe  age^  and  enter 
Vol.  I.  Cc  upon 
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upon  the  full  poflefEon  of  the  inheritance !  O  thu 
could  fend  out  faith  and  hope,  thofe  two  faithful  fn 
to  furvey  the  promifed  land,  or  at  lead  to  ^t  tfaeb 
ders  of  my  elder  brother's  country  !  What  an  enoo 
raging  report  would  the?  bring  back!  My  glorio 
Lord  is  gone  ;  he  hath  left  the  earth,  and  entered  ii 
his  glory  ;  n:y  brethren  and  friends  have  many  of  tb 
arrived  there  alfo.  How  great  is  the  difference  betwe 
my  (late  and  theirs  !  I  am  groaning  out  my  complaki 
but  they  are  finging  God's  praafe.  I  am  in  darkae 
and  cannot  fee  God  :  But  they  are  in  light,  and  feeU 
face  to  face.  O  my  Lord»  I  (hall  (lay  behind,  wb 
they  are  gone  ?  Should  I  be  fatis(ied  to  wander  in  ti 
vrildernefs.  Far  didant  from  my  Father  and  my  Go 
"when  they  are  triumphing  above,  dividing  the  fpoi 
No :  I  vill  Rill  look  after  them,  with  a  ftedfaft  eye, at 
cry,.  O  Lord,  how  long  ?  I  will  wait  now  in  hoge,  fc 
rejoice  in  the  forethoughts  of  the  day,  when  my  mio 
rity  (ball  be  expired,  my  pilgrimage  fini(hed,  my  baail 
roeut  over,  that  I  may  get  home  to  my  country  ai 
friends  above. 

What  though  my  days  be  dark  and  gloomy  now,  n 
winter  be  (harp  and  ftormy  ?  Why,  it  is  but  (hort,  ai 
near  over  •,  the  eternal  fummer  app^oacheth  !  The  lor 
day,  the  high  fun,  and  the  fair  garden  of  my  wcU-h 
loved,  -above  thefe  vifible  heavens,  will  quickly  mal 
amends  for  all.  Let  me  get  up  by  faith  and  viGt  tl 
new  land,  view  the  fair  city,  and  behold  the  white  throny 
and  the  Lamb  that  fits  thereon,  that  I  may  rejoice  i 
hope  of  the  glory  of  God. 

Shall  many  heirs  of  the  wrath  go  (inging  and  n 
joicing  to  hell ;  and  will  an  heir  of  God  go  droopio 
and  forrowing  to  heaven  ?  Oh  let  not  my  bad  be 
havicur  on  a  death-bed,  bring  up  a  bad  report  upo; 
Chrilt's  good  way,  and  the  land  which  he  hath  poi 
chafed. 

Have  I  fuch  great  and  precious  promifes  left  me,  am 
(hall  I  not  live  and  feed  upon  them  in  the  time  of  0! 
need  ?  (hall  1  jiot  truil  the  word  of  him  that  is  faithfo 
and  true  ?  hath  he  not  faid  to  me,  "  When  thou  paffc| 
through  the  waters,  1  will  be  with  thee  \  and  throug' 

-  th 
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tRc  rivers,  they  fliall  not  overflow  thee :  when  thou 

walked  through  the  fire,  thou  (halt  not  be  burnt ;  nei«- 

<hct  (hall  the  flame  kindle  upon  thee  ! '   When  thy  dif- 

ciples  were  fore  tofled  with  winds  "and  waves,  thou 

earned  to  them  in  the  fourth  watch  of  the  night,  walk- 

'   ing  on  the  waters ;  and  when thcirfcars  were mcreafed, 

r  ftou  faidcd,  «  It  is  I,  be  not  afraid."    Thou  rebukedit 

I  Ac  wind,  and  there  prefcntly  followed  a  great  calm. 

r*  My  Redeemer's  compaffion  continues;  his  bowls  are  not 

I  mt  up  this  day,  more  than  in  the  d^ys  of  his  flcfli. 

►    **  Jeftts  Cbrid  is  the  fame  to  day,  yederday  and  for  ever.** 

*       Ah !  I  have  too  little  improven  my  acquaintanc  with 

-   precious  Chrid  in  the  day  of  my  life  !    How  ready  am 

I  to  mifken  and  midake  him,  when  he  changcth  his 

;    difpenfations  towards  me  !  chough  I  have  been  long  at 

r"    Chrift's  fchool,  what  fmall  proficiency  have   I  made  in 

tbe  work  and  mydery  of  faith  ?   how  little  have  £ 

learned  to  believe  in  the  dark,  and  to  drop  an  anchor 

at  tnidnight  upon  the  Rock  of  ages,  and  to  look  out 

for  khe  dawning  of  the  day  ? 

Surely  the  day  (hall  break,  and  the  fliadows  flee  Zm 
way:  my  king  cometh,  my  well  beloved  is  on  his  way; 
he  hath  fent  his  letter  before  him  to  warn  me  of  it,  fay- 
ing, "Behold,  I  come  quickly."  O  that,  like  the  cold 
and  wearied  nightr watch,  I  may  be  looking  out  for  the 
appearing  of  the  morning  dar,  and  the  breaking  of  the 
callcrn  fky ;  and  may  be  dill  crying,  *'  Even  fo,  come 
wd  Jefus,  come  quickly." 

Thou  had  faid,  '*  Light  is  fown  for  the  righteous* 
and  gladnefs  for  all  the  upright  in  heart.  Surely  God's 
feed  (hall  not  lie  always  beneath  the  clods ;  the  time  is 
at  hand,  when  it  (hall  fpring  ;  and  joyful  will  the  crop 
^  at  laft.  O  that  like  David  in  aftiidion,  I  could  en- 
courage  my felf  in  the  Lord  my  God,  and  fay,  *'The  Lord 
*»vcth,  bleflfed  be  my  rock  I"  Why  ihould  1  droop,  while 
'^y  Lord  liveth  and  my  rock  (landeth  ?  My  hopes  may 
^'e,  my  comforts  die,  my  gif;s  die,  my  riches  die,  my 
^cUtions  die,  and  my  body  die  ;  bar,  good  newi  ! 
*  The  Lord  liveth,  blefl'ed  be  my  rock."  The  difciplcs 
h*»d  a  melancholy  time  while  Chrid  was  dead  and  lying 
m  the  grave  ;  but  that  fad  time  is  over,  he  is  now  rifei> 
G  c  2  and 
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and  will  die  no  more.  Nay,  he  bidi  proclaimed  it  ftr 
my  comfort  faying,  ^'  Fear  not,  I  am  the  firft  and  die 
laft.  I  am  he  that  liveth,  and  was  dead ;  and  behdU^ 
I  am  alive  for  evermore.  Amen ;  and  haw^  the  kef  •  of 

hell  and  death-" 

When  my  foul  is  caft  down  within  me^  kt  me  r^ 
member  God  from  the  land  of  Jordan,  and  the  bill 
Mizar ;  that  I  may  reafon  myfelf  out  of  all  my  finn 
and  difcouragements :  For  yet  *^  the  Lord  will  com- 
mahd  hia  loving  kindnefs  in  the  day-time,  and  in  nigk 
his  fong  (hall  l^  with  me,  and  my  prayer  to  the  God  of 
my  life.'» 

''  Why  then  art  thou  caft  down,  O  my  foul,  and  wkf 
art  thou  difquieted  within  me  \  hope  thou  in  Gody  far 
I  (hall  yet  praife  him,  who  is  the  health  of  my  eomtf^ 
nance,  and  my  God  " 

Now,  when  death  is  at  hand,  let  not  my  Saviour  be 
far  off.  He  who  remembered  the  dying  thief,. and fpob 
comfortably  to  him,  let  him  now  remember  me  when 
he  is  feated  in  his  kingdom,  and  fay  to  my  foul,  ^TUb 
day  thou  (halt  be  with  me  in  Paradife."  When  it  is  ab-    1 
fent  from  the  body,  let  it  be  prefent  with  the  Lord* 
Let  the  angels  now  be  ready  to  do  their  oiEce,  to  cany 
my  departing  foul  into  Abraham's  bofom.  Let  me  vss9f 
depart,  that  1  may  be  with  Chrift ;  yea,  be  for  eieC 
with  the  Lord,  that  I  may  fee  his  face.     Let  me  dwd* 
there,  where  they  have  no  night,  need  no  candk,  nc^ 
light  of  the  fun  for  ever ;  where  God  (hall  wipe  aws^ 
all  tears  from  their  eyes,  ard  there  (hall  be  no  mor^ 
death,  neither  forrow  nor  crying. 

Father,  into  thy  hands  I  commit  my  fpirit.  By  th^ 
hands  of  him  who  hath  redeemed  it,  let  it  be  prefentecS 
to  thee  without  fpot  or  wrinkle,  cr  any  fuch  thing* 


An  addition  of  fome  further  Meditations  proper  for  afl^" 
Cck  perfon  in  the  view  of  Death. 

THE  Lord  is  pleafed  fcmetinics  to  caft  men  down©** 
beds  of  (ickncfs,  and  draw  the  curtain  between  tb^ 
world  and  them,  that  they  may  take  a  view  of  their  bf* 
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id  life  and  future  ftate.  Now*  is  it  time  for  me  to  look 
Btt»  my  foult  amd  enmine  my  ftate,  Oh^ho^v  many  do 
iffs  falvation  when  they  think  themfeives  fure  of  it  ? 
?h<y  miftake  a  form^  of  godhnefs  for  the  power  of  it, 
rid  thereby  deceive  themfelYes,  thinking  themfelves 
>metfaiag  when  they  are  nothing. 

Some'  come  the  length  a«  to  ihed  tears,  as  Efau  did ;, 
it^i%  fair^  yea  fight  for  the  Lord^  as  Saul  and  Jehu 
lid  ;  vfiih  for  the  end  of  the  righteous,  as  Balaam  did  ; 
Itfire  God's  people  to  pray  for  them,  as  Pharaoh  and 
Jknon  Magus  did ;  wsdk  toftly,  and  mourn  for  fear  of 
ttdgnsent,  as  Ahab  did ;  joy  in  gofpel«ordinances,  and 
Kferm  in  many  things  as  Herod  did ;  prophecy  and 
fpeak  well  of  Chrift,  as  Caiphas  and  Judas  did ;  be  con- 
rinced  and  tremble  at  hearing  a  (ecmon,  as  Felix  tlid  ; 
yea,  tafte  the  good  word  of  God,  and  the  powers  of  the 
world  to  come,  as  apoftates  have  done  :  And  yet  for  all 
dicfe  attainments,  remain  ftrangers  to  the  faving  work 
of  the  Spirit  on  the  heart* 

O  that  the  confidcration  of  hypocrites  attainments 
might  alarm  me  out  of  my  fccurity,  and  make  me  reft- 
kfs  till  I  find  the  diftinguifhing  marks  of  true  grace  and 
Sncere  faith  in  my  foul  ?  O  that  1  could  fay,  there  is  a 
principle  in  me  that  will  not  fuffcr  oie  to  build  on  any 
bundation  in  the  world  but  Chrift  and  his  righteouf- 
•efs ;  that  makes  me  content  with  Chrift,  with  all  his 
'Sees,  with  all  his  precepts,  and  with  his  very  crofs  for 
'is  fake  I  Doth  the  love  of  Chrift  keep  me  back  frotn 
«1,  more  than  the  law  or  fear  of  hell  ?  Have  I  aimed 
t  God's  honour  in  all  my  actions,  civil,  natural,  and 
^ligious  ?  Am  I  humble,  and  denied  to  my  own  will, 
^itj  credit,  eafe  and  honour,  and  to  all  the  enjoyments 
f  the  world  ?  Am  I  acquaint  with  the  throne  of  grace, 
i^d  defirous  to  keep  up  a  conftant  correfpondence  with 
•  ?  O  let  me  not  reft  till  I  perceive  thofc  things  in  my 
^\il  which  accompany  faivation* 

O  how  comfortable  would  it  be  to  me  now,  if  I  could 
^y  with  good  Hezekiah  in  his  ficknefs,  **  Remember 
^ow,  O  Lord,  how  I  have  walked  before  thee  in  truth, 
Ud  with  a  perfedt  heart,  and  have  done  that  which  is 
;ood  in  thy  (ijght  ?  Q  that  I  could  pray,  and  fay  with 

Jcfus 
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Jefuf  my  Sr.viour  when  in  the  view  of  death*  "  Fath 
I  have  glorified  rhee  on  earth;  I  have  finifhed  the  we 
which  thou  gavcd  n*.e  to  do  :  and  now,  O  Father^  gl 
rify  thou  rr.e  with  thine  own  felf,  with  the  g^ory  wbii 
thcu  haft  ordained  for  me  before  the  world  was  V* 

Alas,  Lord,  I  rruft  confeff,  nay  iniquities  hare  got 
up  above  mine  head ;  my  mifpent  time,  my  anfriu 
fulnefs  under  tl^e  means  of  grace,  and  waterings  of  o 
dinances,  may  caufe  me  to  cry  out.  Wo  is  me  for  tl 
leannefs  of  n.y  foul,  and  barrennefs  of  my  heart  ? 
have  been  an  empty  vine,  bringing  forth  fruit  only  i 
myfelf.  1  have  hid  my  Lord's  money,  and  therefoi 
dcferve  the  doom  of  the  wicked  and  flothful  fervaa 
But  my  relief  is  in  my  Surety's  righteoufnefs*  Biefli: 
be  the  Lord,  who  hath  fcnt  his  Son  to  blefs  thofe  wl 
by  nature  lie  under  the  curfe,  and  to  intercede  for  tha 
\iho  cannot  fpeak  for  themfelves.  O  how  fuitaSleisl 
to  my  foul's  cafe !  I  have  indeed  a  multitude  of  fin 
but  he  hath  a  multitude  of  tender  mercies  \  I  have  dee 
and  heinous  guilt,  but  he  hath  a  deep  fountain  for.  waft 
ing  it  out ;  1  am  fold  under  (in,  but  he  hath  a  rapfoi 
to  buy  me  back  again ;  my  fore  is  broad,  but  his  plaift< 
is  anfwerable  ;  my  wound  is  great,  but  his  balm  is  t\ 
cellent.  Surely  it  is  my  wifdom  to  go  to  Chrift  wit 
all  my  grievances,  and  always  to  lie  and  cry  at  my  R( 
detmer's  door. 

O  tliat  now,  when  the  fun  of  my  life  is  fettingj  tb 
blefied  fun  of  righteoufnefs  may  ahfe  and  (bine  upo 
my  foul  1  Goodnefs  and  mercy  hath  followed  me  whiJ 
lived  :  O  that  Chriil  and  glory  may  meet  me  when 
die  !  I  muft  acknowledge  thy  goodnefs  *,  w^re  this  th 
laft  hour  I  had  to  live,  and  this  the  laft  word  I  had  t 
fpeak  in  the  world,  1  behoved  to  fay.  Lord,  thou  hal 
been  a  merciful  and  gracious  God  to  me,  my  who! 
life  hath  been  a  continued  tradlof  mercy  ;  Lord,  crowi 
the  end  of  it  with  mercy  alfo*  Surely  the  fea  isjiot  f 
full  of  water,  nor  the  fun  fo  full  of  light,  as  thou  ai 
full  of  grace  and  mercy.  O  let  not  my  fins  flop  tb 
current  of  thy  tender  mercies  at  this  time.  Lord 
drown  all  my  lins  in  the  fea  of  Chrift's  blood,  that  m] 
foul  may  not  be  funk  by  them  in  the  ocean  of  Divin' 

wrath 
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^vf  ^th.     Lord  Jf  fus,  embrace  my  perifliing  foul  in  thy 

arms  :  let  thycrofs  be  my  fecurity,  and  thy  wounds 

tny  refuge. 

.  O  thou  that  hcarcft  the  young  ravens  which  cry,  be 

not  filent  to  roe  at  this  time,  left,  if  thou  be  filent  to  me, 

t  be  like  them  that  go  down  to  the  pit. 

Lord,  I  am  now  called  to  the  work  I  never  did : 
gire  me  the  ftrength  I  never  had.     Surely  it  is  an  im- 

■  portant  matter  to  die,  and  my  eternal  ftate  dependcth 
;  ttpon  dying  aright.  What  I  do  amifs  in- my  life  one 
:  ^  day,  I  may  amend  it  in  the  next ;  but  not  fo  here,  I 
I.  can  die  but  once:  if  I  mar  this  piece  of  work»  I 
=  cannot  come  back  to  mend  it  again  \  if  I  forget  any 
^  thing  ncceffary  for  my  journey,  I  cannot  return  to 
X  fetch  it.     Oh,  a  wrong  ftep  in  going  out  of  this  life  is 

highly  dangerous.  In  one  refpcft,  it  is  like  the  fm 
apunft  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  can  never  be  forgiven : 
For  I  cannot  come  back  to  mourn  for  it.     Of  all  the 

"  bufincfs  I  ever  undertook,  I  have  moft  need  to  take 

•    care  of  my  dying.  . 

L  Oh,  is  death  coming  to  take  down  this  earthly  ta- 
bernacle, and  to  put  the  one- half  of  me  in  the  dark 
grave,  and  the  other  half  of  me  in  heaven  or  in  hell  -, 
and  (hall  I  give  fleep  to  mine  eyes,  or  flumber  to  mine 
eyes  lids,  till  I  find  myfelf  in  that  cafe,  that  I  dare  look 
death  in  the  face,  and  dare  hazard  my  foul  upon  etec« 

■  nity?  . 

[       0  to  have  right  impreffions  of  the  certainty  of  death 

' ,  and  the  uncertainty.of  life  !   What  is  my  life  but  a  va- 

.    pour,  a  fand-glafe  of  fixty  or  feventy  years,  which  will 

foon  run  out  ?  eternity  and  a  judgment- feat  arc  now 

hard  upon  me.     The  blaft  of  the  lall  trumpet  is  at 

hand*    There  will  (bortly  be  a  proclamation  by  one, 

(ftanding  in  the  clouds,)  that  time  (hall  be  no  more. 

The  world  looks  big  in  men's  eyes  in  time  of  he;Uth ; 

bat  when  the  eye-(trings  break,  the  Ureath  turns  cold, 

f    and  the  imprifoned  foul  looks  out  at  the  window  of 

[    4c  day  houCe,  ready  to  leap  out  into  eternity,  can  the 

I    World  give  any  fatisfaftion  ?   No,  ho  ;   a   lamp  full  of 

t*-  oil  win  be  valued  then  more  than  a  houfe  full  of  gold, 

:    "fhe  fined  thinigs  on  earth  will  then  appear  nothing  but 

a  ^ek^ 


a  piece  6f  painted 'df  ft  and  gaded^dayi  Hdw  | 
would  ihe  greateft  iMetMttt^^  cheii^  fpn  adUua  |dl 
filyer>  riches  and  honours,  for  one  fight  olF  Chiiflfj 
fiice>  ofte  Tmile  of  fab  coMVicniMe  >  O  «3mifiBgie4 
Bieii  in  health  ncglo^-  the^iuf bet  Of  fncc,  aHf)^ 
the  peaicl  of  great  price  ?  why  flioi^d  akef  ijpptwll 
money  for  that. vriiichi^  not  breads  mk  ti^  ikbM 
that  wliich  iatisfitdb  not?*  :  '    *     ' 

Lord^  Irfe  me  hnfta  the  hfpocrite^  cafe  at,  d 
whofe  eatdle  of  pvafeffion  afid  of  hofi.\mm^  fM 
setfair  all  the  >iKiy  witbtioi,  fa«t gbtfthjoat  inlM 
france  of  death  \  and  4heiis  he  ■-  ftumfaba .  and  faH^ 
intU  rife  no  moro.-*'0  ihatiiKy|>rofeflMa  and  bops 
be  of  =0^*6  c«eatiagMf  God  Ught  my  camikt 
ihall  my  feet  be  enUgteened  throwi  dier^darkiih 
and  neither  death  nor  hell  fhall  be  Mis  to  put  itcH 

Lord,  fabdae  fin  ta  me,  and  let  it  be  omtii 
dy'nifr  novr,  that  k  may  certainly  be  dead  bcfoae 
God  forbid  that  m^y  fias  ihould  forwe  ntei  *     '.j 

Oh,  that  when  the  ftroke  of  death  difibl««s«yl 
my  foul  may  efcape  as  a  bird  out  of  the  ikkare  ol 
fbwkr,  and  may  afcend  to  the  hcaivefily  regions -ta 
joy  God  himfelf. 

O  let  me  look  through  the  gates  of  mortalityt 
long  for  the  jailor's  coming  to  fet  me  at  liberty, 
help  me  to  overcome  the  love  of  lite,  and  fikars  ofij^ 
If  my  neighbour  lend  me  any  thing,  I  pay  it  i 
with  thanks,  and  fiiall  I  not  reftore  my  life  to 
with  thanks,  who  hath  been  pleafed  to  lend  ma  : 
long  ?  arife,  and  let  me  depart,  for  this  is  not  oof; 
Ueuven  is  my  home.  Lord  bring  me  to  it  ^  the  jo] 
it  are  100  great  to  eater  into  mt^  O  make  me  fito 
tcr  into  them. 

While  i  lie  on  a  fick  bed,  Lord  help  me  to  pad 
ki  nty  fickncfs  without  murmuring. 

How  willingly  wcutd  the  damned  in  hdl  endaa 
pains  a  thoufand  years,  if  they  had  any  hopes  of  I 
fared  at  lead  !  BleiTcd  be  God  that  my.  fickpcb  ji 
in  hell,  that  my  pat^  are  not  eternal. 

O  that  1  may  look  on  my  afflidiion  as  coming) 
die  hand  of  him  that  is  the  Lord  of  health  and  of 
aefsi  ef  life  and  of  death  \  who  kiilcth  and  m; 


^■ 
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sdWc,  bringeth  down  to  the  jjrave,  and  raifeth  up  again  ! 

That  Sovercigrn  and  wife  Lord  hath  detcrnnined  the  time 

irhen  my  affli£%ion  (hall  end,  as  well  as  the  time  when 
it  began.  Thirty-eight  years  were  appointed  the  fick 
man  at  Bathefda  pool ;  eighteen  years  the  woman  that 
Satan  kept  bound  ;  twelve  years  to  the  woman  with  the 
bloody  iifue ;  ten  days  tribulation  to  thofe  of  Smyrita ; 
three  days  plague  to  David.  The  number  of  the  godly 
man's  tears  is  regiftrated  in  Gjod's  book  \  yea,  the  hairs  . 
of  his  head  are  Qumbered. 
When  David  got  his  choice  of  his  own  chaftifements, 
E  ,  he  chofe  rather  to  be  corrected  by  the  hand  of  Godl» 
than  by  any  other  means,  faying*  '*  Let  me  fall  into 
the  hands  of  the  Lord,  for  his  mercies  are  great."  I  was 
dumb  and  opened  not  my  mouth,  becaufe  thou  didft  it. 
Clory  to  God,  that  1  am  fallen  into  his  merciful  hand. 
Hath  God  appointed  that  man's  coming  into  the  world 
ihall  be  attended  with  pain  and  crying,  and  his  going 
out  of  it  with  grief  and  trouble  5  and- (ball  I  quarrel  at 
it?  No,  I  defile  humbly  to  underly  the  corredtion  of 
wine  iniquity,  aind  to  bear  the  indignation  of  the  Lord, 
becaufe  I  have  finned  againft  him.  O  that  the  ficknefs 
of  my  body  m^y  be  a  means  of  health  to  my  foul !  May 
Ibe  chaftened  of  the  Lord,  fo  that  I  may  not  be  con- 
demned with  the  world ! 

b  is  good  for  the  believer  that  he  is  afflifted.  Why  ? 
*t  fprings  from  Divine  love,  and  it  works  for  his  fours 
{ood.  Afflidion  is  a  {eal  of  his  adoption,  and  no  fign 
of  reprobation.  The  pureft  gold  is  moft  often  tried, 
the  fwceteft  grape  is  hardeft  preffed,  and  the  trueft 
■Chriftiau  is  hcavieft  crofled.  Bu<  O  how  fpon  will  the 
Chriftian  forget  all  his  groans  when  he  comes  to  Jieavcn  ! 
^s  foon  as  Stephen  faw  ChrifV,  though  at  a  diftance,  he 
forgot  all  his  wounds  and  bruifes ;  he  minded  no  more 
the  terror  of  the  ftones  about  his  ears,  but  fweetly  yielded 
Ws  foul  into  his  Redeemer's  hands. 

I  read  of  many  in  the  gofpel,  that  by  fickneffes  and 
difcafes  were  driven  unto  Chrill,  who,  if  they  had  en- 
joyed health  and  profperity,  would  have  neglefted,  like 
many  others,  to  come  to  him.     O  bleiTed  ib  that  crofs, 

ihat  draweth  a  finner  to  Chrifl:,  to  lay  open  his  own 
Vol.  I.  '      P  d  mifery, 
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mifcty,  and  implore  Chrift's  mercy*  Andblcflcd* 
that  Chrift,  who  never  rtfufeth  the  Gnoer  that  coipe 
to  him,  though  driven  by  »ffli£lion  and  mifery^  1 
whom  (hall  fuch  a  diftrefTed  creature  as  l.go«  but  to  Hi 
who  18  the  only  phyfician,  that  can  both  i^tire  v^jf^ 
from  fin,  and  my  body  from  ficknefa  i       •  ,..,  ; 

Lord,  thou  never  denied  thy  mercy,.tP.Any  tox 
that  aflced  it  with  a  penitent  heart.  There:  \irere  dim 
forts  of  (ick  finners  that  came  to  thee. in  the^daf%4 
thy  flelh ;  the  blind,  the  deaf^  the  lame,,  ^e  -lep^ 
thofe  that  were  fick  of  palfles,  dropfie^'  fevers,  Sloe 
and  were  poifeiTed  with  devils  :  And  yet  DevetrOiie( 
them  came  crying  for  mercy,  that  -went  away  withw 
his  errand,  were  his  fin  never  fo  great,  his  dtfeafe  ncfi 
fo  grievous.  Nay,  fo  merciful  is  my  Redeemer,  th 
he  offered  and  gave  his  mercy  to  many  that  never  a&e 
it,  being  moved  with  the  bowels  of  his  own  cacnpa(B9| 
and  the  fight  of  their  mifcry ;  fo  de^lt  he  with  the  «< 
man  of  Samaria,  the  widow  of  Nain,  and  th^  man  tin 
lay  thirty- eight  years  at  the  pool  of  Bethefda.  -  Ohi 
he  gave  his  mercy  fo  willingly  to  them  that  did  not  a1 
it,  and  was  found  of  them  that  fought  him  not,  willl 
deny  mercy  to  my  foul  that  is  crying  for  it.         ,     . 

There  is  but  a  (tep  between  me  and  death ;  Lor< 
feal  my  pardon  tp  me,  before  I  go  hence  and  be  n 
more.  O  draw  nigh  to.  me,  and  fave  me  :  for  my  tbi 
is  full  of  trouble,  and  my  life  draweth  nigh  unto  tl 
grave.  Thy  loving-  kindnefs  is  better  than  life ;  O  mal 
me  fure  of  that,  and  I  will  willingly  part  with  this  ino 
tal  life. 

O  thou  who  willeft  not  that  any  (hould  periib,  \^ 
that  all  (hould  come  to  repentance ;  be  pleafed  to  audi 
ujfe  of  the  chaftifement  of  my  body,  as  a  medicine  t 
cure  my  foul,  and  bring  me  to  a  true  and  fincere  it 
pentance.  One  day  is  t^ith  thee  as  a  thoufand  years 
O  work  in  me  in  this,  which  may  be  my  laft  day,  whal 
foever  thou  feed  wanting  in  me.  Enable  me  to  prcftfl 
unto  thee  the  facrifice  of  a  broken  and  contrite  hear 
which  thou  haft  promifed  not  to  defpife.  Give  a  tni 
^nd  lively  faith  in  the  bleflcd  Jefus,  who  is  the  propi 
tiation  for  our  fins.    He  was  wounded  for  our  trani 

grcfliofli 
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*^ffioti9,  he  was  bruifed  for  our  iniquities,  thechaftife- 
ment  of  our  peace  was  upon  him ;  O  heal  me  by  his 
ftiipes.  Let  the  cry  of  his  blood  drown  the  clamour  o£ 
my  finsc'  I  am  indeed  a  child  of  wrath,  but  Chrifl:  is 
Ae  Son  of  diy  love ;  O  pity  me  for  his  fake,  and  let  my 
foul  find  fan£iuary  in  his  wounds. 

OLofd,  the  waters  of  affliction  are  come  in  even 
unto  my  foul ;  O  let  the  Spirit  of  God  move  on  thofc 
\   WcW,  that;  like  the  pool  of  Bcthefda,  they  may  cute 
^:    wtkftteVer  (piritual  difeafes  thou  feeft  in  me.     O  Lord, 
\  'c6n^derin]f  affli£tiotiy  accept  my  tears^  afiuage  my  pain^ 
\   i&crcfafe  my  patience,  and  finifli  my  troubles.    Corre£fc 
L    iAe  Ifith  the  chaftifement  of  a  Father,  and  not  with  the 
r    >vouDdB  of  an  enemy,  and  though  thou  take  not  off  thy 
^    xod,  Lord  take  away  thine  anger. 
;^       Lord,  the  prince  of  this  world  comdth,  O  let  him 
'-   have  nothing  in  me  ;  but,  as  he  accufeth,  do  thou  ab- 
folve.    f  have  nothing  to  fay  for  myfelf,  but  be  thou 
my  advocate,  Lord  *,  and  do  thou  atifwer  for  me.     I  am 
clothed  with  filthy  garments,  and  Satan  fi:ands  at  my 
r^ht  hand  to  refill  me ;  O  Lord  rebuke  him,  and  pluck 
ine  as  a  brand  out  of  the  fire.     Caufe  mine  iniquities  to 
pafii  from  me,  and  clothe  me  with  the  righteoufnefs  of 
thy  dear  Son.     I  know,  O  Lord,  that  no  unclean  thiQg 
can  enter  into  thy  kingdom,  and  thou  feeft  I  am  nothing 
but  pollution  ;  yea,  my  very  righteoufnefs  is  filthy  rags: 
0  walh  me,  and  make  me  white  in  the  blood  of  the 
lAmb,  that  I  may  be  fit  to  ftand  before  thy  throne- 
0  take  me  from  the  tents  of  Kedar  to  the  manfions  of 
hght  and  purity.     When  my  earthly  houfe  of  this  ta- 
bernacle is  diflfalved,  O  let  me  have  a  building  of  God, 
.  ^  houfe  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens. 
0  bring  my  foul  out  of  prifon,  that  I  may  eternally  give 
•thanks  unto  thy  name.     Amen. 


\ 
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CHAP.    Vim 

Conlaining  DireBitms  to  the  Friends  and  Keight&urs  eft 

5/Vi,  who  are  them/elves  in  health  for  the  time^ 

WHEN  the  Lord  fends  Hcknefs  and  ^iB^Q^Vi\ 
our  neighbours,  we  ought  not  tp  be  idle  u 
unconcerntd  fpefiiitors  of  his  difpenfations ;  bvt  ^ 
ihould  hearken  to  the  voice  of  God's  rod  upon  otfici 
and  confider  wh^t  it  is  that  the  Lord  ia  calling  for  atoj 
hands.  Thefe  following  DireQions  may  b^  ,Mi!bful 
thofe  that  are  in  health. 


Direct.  L  Be  very  thankful  to  God  for  the  gn 
mercy  of  health  and  ftrcngth,  and  improve  i( 
his  glory. 

SURELY  an  healthful  perfon  bath  (till  great  cii 
to  be  a  thankful  perfon*  Health  is  a  mercy  that  do 
feafon  and  fweeten  every  other  temporal  mercy ;  wit 
out  it  the  greateft  wealth  and  honours,  nay,  a  kiii| 
crown,  can  give  no  fatisfaSiion.  It  is  far  more  eHgic 
to  be  a  healthy  beggar  than  a  fickly  king.  What  coi 
fort  could  it  afford  us,  under  tofiing  (icknefs  and  torti 
ihg  pains,  to  have  the  greateft  heaps  of  money  to  loi 
to,  or  thoufands  coming  to  pay  us  homage ;  alas,  for  o 
unthankfulnefs  to  him  who  is  the  God  of  our  heald 
How  little  do  wo  prize  his  goodnefs,  in  continuing  wi 
us  fuch  a  long  tt^Ck  of  health  and  ftrength,  togeth 
with  the  ufe  of  our  reafon  and  fenfes,  when  many  otbc 
are  deprived  of  them.  Surely  God  were  righteou 
(hould  he  teach  us  to  value  the  worth  of  thofe  merci 
by  the  want  of  them. 

Let  us  confider  how  many  miferable  perfons  the 
are  in  the  world,  and  who  it  is  that  maketh  us  to  diff 
from  them  j  how  many  difeafed,  diftrafted,  deformei 
lame,  blind,  deaf,  and  dumb  people  there  are;  and  ho 

ca: 


4ind  }Jetghhours  of  the  Sick,  213 

^  it  bad  been  for  Cvod  tohave  put  vl9  in  their  condi- 
don,  and  them  in  ours.  The  difference  is  not  owing 
to  any  thing  in  us :  their  fins  are  not  greater  than  ours* 
Had  we  a  due  fenfe  of  our  fins  and  ill^defervings,  we 
^oold  acknowledge  ourielves  unworthy  of  rtic  lead  of 
all  God's  mercies  5  we  would  reckon  every  cortmon 
mercy  a  fpecial  blefling,  and  an  unmerited  favour  to  us. 
»-r— Again,  let  us  take  a  view  of  the  fainting  fickncf?, 
ricking  pafns  and  reftlefs  nights  of  others.  Let  us  Ibok 
ti^otir  (ick'frichds  fweating  and  burning  under  fevers. 
Jet  us  hear  them  groaning  and  moatiing  under  ftrong 
pain.  '*  Their  foul  abhors  all  manner  of  meat,  and  they 
itew^icar  tinto  the  gates  of  death.**  Sometimes  we  fee 
them  panting  and  fainting,  and  riot  able  to  fpeaka  word 
to  Q8.  And,  what  is  the  language  of  all  this  to  us  ?  is 
it  not,  that  we  fliould  thankfully  adore  our  gracious 
God,  arid  blcfs  and  magnify  him,  for  his  dillihguifhing 
ROddncfs  to  us  ?  O  how  much  are  we  bound  to  the 
lord,  that  it  is  not  fo  with  us  as  With  others  !  While 
^earifome  nights  are  appointed  to  them,  and  their  bones 
we  full  of  tofliing ;  all  the  comforts  of  this  life  are  tafte- 
k&to  them,  their  friends  are  weeping  about  them,  but 
ciMot  help  them  ^  **  it  is  far  othcrwife  with  me  (may 
YOU  fcy)  my  mercies  and  relations  are  comfortable  and 
Mf&il  to  me,  I  relifh  my  food,  my  bed  gives  me  cafe, 
tty:fldcp  is  refrclhing ;  I  have  freedom  to  read  and 
iKay»  meditate  and  attend  the  public  ordinances. 
"Praife  the  Lord,  O  my  foul,  and  all  that  is  within  me 
Wcfe  his  holy  name."  Forget  not  this  benefit  of  health, 
tittt  is  the  chief  of  all  my  outward  blcfllngs.  Some 
^Wuld  part  with  all  their  worldly  wealth,  to  have  fo 
much  bodily  health  as  I  have.  Long  have  I  u'ndervalu- 
^  and  abufed  this  choice  mercy  of  health  :  O  that  I 
could  mourn  for  my  negleft,  and  refolve  in  God's 
fttength  to  improve  my  remaining  health,  for  the  praifc 
ind  fcrvicc  of  that  merciful  God  who  is  the  author  and 
ptcferver  of  it !  let  me  fpend  and  be  fpe nt  for  God, 
*^at  gives  me  all  my  health  and  (brength  for  his  glory. 
^t  me  abhor  the  ingratitude  of  thofe  who  employ 
*hc  health  which  God  giveth  in  the  fervice  of  his  enc- 
Biies ;  znd  make  a  facrilice  of  it  to  the  devil,  the  world 

•      •  and 
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and  the  flefli.  O  what  prodigious  folly  ire  thoie  gidhf 
of,  who,  for  fatii'fying  their  fenfual  appetite,  do  ofiefl 
deprive  thenofeWes  of  health,  which  is  in  itfdf  a  tfaoo* 
fand  times  of  more  value  than  all  their  brutifh  {lle^ 
fures  !  God  help  me  to  prize  this  metcy^  that  can  ne- 
ver be  prized  enough.'*  , 

Direct.  U.  Make  confciettce  of  vifiting  yoor  W 
Friends  and  Neighbours)  believing  that  it  is  fov 
duty  and  intereft  to  do  it^ 

VISITING  of  the^fick  is  not  only  the  duty  of  d« 
mxnifters  of  Chrift,  but.likewife  of  all  the  iiieniberBof 
Chrift  :  for  we  are  all  injoined  to  remember  them  thit 
are  in  adverfity,  and  to  fympathize  with  the  affli£kdii 
as  being  ourfelves  alfo  in  the  body.     *'  To  him  tbl 
1$  affli£ltcdy  pity  (hould  be  (hown  by  his  friendSy"  lu^ ' 
Job.     And  our  Lord  gives  it  as  a  £hara£ler  of  thoGB 
whom  he  will  own  and  acquit  at  the  great  dayi  Mat^' 
XXV.  36.     "  I  was  fick,  and  yc  vifited  mr*    This  18 
the  way  to  be  like  him,  who  is  the  Father  of  meideSf 
and  wbofe  '^  foul  was  grieved  for  the  miferies  of  Ifiradf' 
Judg.  X  16.     We  read  bow  tenderly  David  fympathias* 
ed  with  his  enemies  when  they  were  Tick,  Pfal.  xzxr* 
13,  14.  and  much  more  ought  we  to  vifit  and  fympa- 
thize with  our  fick  friends.     To  vifit  the  profperooa 
and  healthy,  is  an  aft  of  curiofity  and  civility,  but  XO 
vifit  the  aiHifted  and  fickly>  is  an  aft  of  charity  and 
Chriftianity. 

And  as  it  is  your  duty,  fo  it  is  your  intereft  and  ad- 
vantage, to  vifit  the  fick.  The  wife  man  tells  you,  EccL 
vii.  2.     '*  It  is  better  to  go  to  the  houfe  of  mourningi 
than  to  the  houfe  of  feafting."     King  Joafh  went  to 
fee  Eliiba  in  his  ficknefs,  and  wept  over  him  :  and  k 
joft  nothing  by  fo- doing.     2  Kings  xiii.  14,  for  he  ob- 
tained thereby  three  famous  viftories  over  the  Syrians.  , 
Though  it  be  not  warrantable  to  enquire  at  the  dcadi  > 
Deut.  xviii.  1 1 .  yet  we  may  learn  many  wholefome  leflbw 
from  the  dying,  and  even  though  they  be  fpeechlefik 
As  for  infiance,  we  may  hereby  be  inftrufted  how  to 

prize 
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ititt  health,  mind  our  own  frailty,  and  provHe  for  the  • 

ime  pf  ficknefs.     When  wc  behold  their  ftrength  Ian* 

^ttifliingf  their  tongue  faltering,  their  eyes  faiiin|r,  their 

boontenance  pale  ;    we   (hould  think   with  ourfelves, 

"  This  wyi  be  my  cafe  ere  long  ;  the  next  arrow  that 

Aath  (hoots,  may  be  levelled  at  me :  how  much  is  it  my 

concern  to  prepare  for  it !"  alfo  we  may  think,  what 

ft  bitter  thing  fin  is,  that  it  is  the  caufe  of  all  thofe  pains 

and  diftreifed  ;  and  how  mad  they  are  who  loirc  fin  and 

take  pJcafurc  in  it.      We  may  fee'  likewife  the  great 

folly  of  courting  and  trufting  the  world,   which  leaves 

the  fick  and  dying  man  in  the  midft  of  his  greateft  er- 

tKmity.     And  we  may  obfcrve,  how  happy  the  man  is 

that  hath  an  intercft  in  Chrift,  the  peace  of  a  good  con- 

fcience,  ^nd  a  well-grounded  hope  of  heaven,  to  yield 

fopport  and  confidence  to  him  under  his  fttugglings 

with  fickne(b  and  death.      When  we  hear  the  dying 

man's  complaints  of  his  fins,  ^d  his  lamenting  his  ne- 

glcft  of  duty,*  and  mifpending  of  precious  time,  we  may 

learn  repentance  and  reformation.     When  we  obfervc 

Adr  profeflions  of  love  to  Chrift,  and  their  hope  in  hin^ 

to  the  laft,   it  doth  contribute  to  the  quickening  and 

ftfengthening  of 'Our  faith.     A  right  fight  of  dying  per- 

Ibnii  is  ft  good  mean  to  increafe  the  fpirit  of  grace  and 

fnpplication  in  us.    We  may  fitly  allude  here  to  the 

•nftver  which  Elijah  gave  to  Klifha,  when  he  fought  a 

Amtlc  portion  oi  his  Spirit,  2  Kings  ii.  lo.  •<  If  thou 

fecft  me  when  I  am  taken  from  thee,  it  (hall  be  fo  unto 

the."    A. double  portion  of  the  Spirit  (hall  be  the  zU 

lowancc  of  thofe  who  make  confcience  of  this  duty. 


Direct.  III.  Let  the  Friends  of  the  Sick,  and  thofe 
who  vifit  them,  deal  faithfully  with  them  about 
their  Souls. 

CONSIDER  this  may  be  the  laft  opportunity  you 
may  have  of  doing  any  thing  for  your  friend's  foul.  If 
ic  die,  he  is  fixed  in  his  everlafting  ftate,  fo  that  all 
adfices  and  counfels  then  will  be  fruitlefs.  It  is  now» 
pr  pevcr,  you  muft  exert  vourfelf  for  your  friend's  ad- 

•     Vantage; 
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vantage ;  'there  is  no  knowledge'  nor  wifdoi|i  in  th* 
grave,  to  which  he  is  going,  **  God's  loving  kindnefs 
cannot  be  declared  in  the  grave^  nor  his  f  lithfiilnefs  11= 
drftru£lion»"  Ffal.  Ixxxviii*  ii.  Now  is  the  pxopei 
time  for  doing  good  to  your  neighbour's  foul.  Whea 
affliAion  opens  the  ear  to  difcipliae,  be  careful  to  drop 
in  wholefome  inftruAions  into  it  y  and  when  the  heart 
IS  made  tender  by  ficknefs,  it  is  a:fit  feafbn  for  Rooj 
counfel  to  make  impreflions  on  it.  Let  the  oppoituait|i 
then  be  improven  with  faithfulnefs  and  prudence.'  Andi 
in  order  thereto^  obferve  the  following  advices.  .  / 

I.  Labour  to  know  the  fick  man's  fpiritual  conditioiifl 
that  your  applications  may  be  fuitable  thereunto.  Tha 
knowledge  of  the  difeafe  is  previouffy  requiCte  unto  the 
cure ;  as  the  miftake  of  a  phyfician  about  a  man's  dif- 
eafe may  be  as  dangerous  as  the  difeafe  itfelf,  £0  here  ife 
is  highly  dangerous  to  miftake  the  cafe  of  the  fick  man's 
foul;  for  then  lenitives^ may  be  applied,  when  corror 
fives  are  needful ;  promifes  may  be  adminUleredf  when 
threatenings  are  more  proper. 

IL  Beware  of  flattermg  the  fick  with  vain  hopes  o£ 
fife>  when  he  is  more  likely  to  die ;  left  he  be  thereby 
tempted  to  delay  or  flackcn  his  preparation  for  another 
world.  It  is  fit  that  plainnefs  be  ufed  with  refpe£^  to 
his  dangers,  that  he  may  be  quickened  to  his  work. 

liL  The  ficH  perfon  is  to  be  admoniihed  and  told,. 
that  ficknefs  comes  not  by  chance,  nor  by  fecond  caufes 
merely  5  but  by  the  wife  direftion  and  fpcqial  provi* 
dence  of  God  ;  that  fome times  God  fmites  out  of  dif- 
pleafure  for  fin>  and  for  the  finner's  correflion  and  a« 
mendment ;  and  fometimcs  for  the  trial  and  exercife 
of  his  people's  graces  -,  that  the  (harped  afflidHons  (hall 
work  together  for  good  to  them  that  love  God,  and 
are  rightly  exercifed  under  God's  hand }  that  it  is  a 
great  mercy  to  a  (inner,  when  God  by  his  rod  gives  him 
warning  and  fpace  to  repent,  and  flee  to  the  blood  of 
fprinkling,  and  to  cry  to  God  for  pardon,  and  doth  not 
fnatch  him  out  of  the  world,  by  a  fudden  death.  Upon 
which  account  the  voice  of  the  rod  (hould  be  carefully 
hearkened  to  and  thankfully  obeyed. 

IV.  If  the  fick  perfon  be  ignorant,  he  is  to  be  cate- 
•     •  chifed 
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clMfed  and'iitftrodled  in  the  principles  of  rdigioni  efpe- 
jctally  "ccpceming  his  faith  and  repentancey.and  Jiis  up- 
taking  W  the  covenant  of  ptrace,  and  the  nnethqcl  of  p^c- 
'don  atid  falvation  through  the  ri^hteoulfnefs  of  Cnrifl: 
Apprehended  by;  faith.   And  it,may  be  piopc^rto  dL'mand 
lub  w&nt  10  fome  of  the  fundafncntal  truths  of  Chridi- 
aniry,  or  his  atifwer  to  fuch  qucftwns  a*  thcfe :  Firfl^ 
3)o  youbelieve4n  Ood  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Glioft, 
one  God  in  three  prrfon»,  the  Maker  and  Goxcxnox  of 
^kc  wor4d  ?  -2  JDo  you  believe  that  jcfub  Chrift,  who 
turned  rour- nature,  obeyed  the  law,  died  on  the  crofa, 
rofe  frpm  tKe  dead,  and  afxiendcd  to  heaven,,  is  thee- 
ternql  Sow  of  GoJ,  and  the  only  Saviour  of  finners  ? 
3«  Are  yon  (ifViCble  that  you  are  a  ioft  finner  by  Adam's 
faU^  anti,  befides  thar,   guilty  of  innumerable  a£lual 
fins;  and  that  you  have  broken  God's  ho^y  command- 
atnts  in  thoughts,  words  and  deeris,  and,  far  fo  doinpf, 
do  deferve  God's  wrath  both  in  this  life  and  that  which 
i»  to  come  ?     4*  Are  you  truly  prievtd  and   ferry  for 
breaking  God's  law,  neglecting  his  worftiip,  mifpend- 
ifig  your  time,  and  purfuing  the  vanities  of  the  world  ? 
And  would  you  do  as  you  have  done,  or  live  otherwife 
if  you  were  to  begin   your  life  again?     5.  How  do 
you  think  to  get  your  guilt  removed,  your  Ijns  pardon- 
ed, and  your  peace  made  up  wiih  God  ?     Ate  you  de- 
firous  from  your  heart  to  be  reconciled  to  God  through 
Jefus  Chrift,   the  bltfTed  Peace-maker  ?     6.  Do  you 
l^cartily  approve  of  the  gofpel-method  of  reconciliation, 
°y  the  righteoufnefs  and  lacrifice  offered  by  the  Lord 
MOs  Chrift,  as  your  Surety,  nn  your  name  and  (lead  ? 
And  is  your  foul  deiirous  to  chufe  and  accept  of  Chrifl: 
for  your  Mediator  and  Saviour,  in  all  his  offir-es,  of 
Ptophct,  Prieft,  and  King  ?     7.  Do  you  renounce  all 
<^onfidence  in  any  other,  ail  dependence  on  your  duties 
^nd  righteoufnefs,  and  put  your  whole  truit  and  con- 
lidcncc  in  Chrift,  and  the  merits  of  his  death  and 
"'ood,   faying,    "  Whom   have    1   heaven    but   thee  ? 
2'^d  there  is  none  in  all  the  earth  that  I  defire  bcfidcs 
Aee."     Do  you  believe  that  there  is  no  falvation  in  ariy 
^^bcr,  and  that  there  is  no  name  under  heaven  where- 
^  you  can  be  favcd,  but  Jefus  Chrift  only  r*     8.  Do 
Vol.  I.  E  e  you 
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you  defire  to  be  whoHy  renewed  and  fiHi£Kfi^  by  if= 
tue  of  Chrift's  blood,  and  to  (hew  forth  the  redUty  e 
your  faith  by  good  works  and  a  holy  life,  fer  the  tins 
you  have  to  live  in  the  world  ?  And,'  at  tn  etideiiiir 
thereof,  are  you  willing  to  reftore  what  youhaTe tate= 
wrongfully  trom  any,  and  to  forgive  all  wrongs  done  M 
you  by  any,  and  caft  out  all  malice  or  hatred  you^luMa 
borne  to  any,  and  a(k  forgivenefs  of  any  you  hdtvfaz: 
jured?  9.  Do  you  believe  that  Chrift  is  tMimg  m 
the  laft  day  to  judge  all  the  world,  boih  the  tfXxcV  ttm 
the  dead,  whom  he  (hall  then  raife  from  the  grave,  ^am 
that  your  dead  body  (hall  rift  with  the  reft  ? '  10.  B> 
you  believe  the  immortality  of  the  foul,  and  its  livhv 
in  a  fcparate  (late  after  death,  and  that  the  fouls  of  b« 
]ievers  do  immediately  pafs  into  glory,  where  they  fhC 
ever  be  with  ihc  Lord  ? 

V.  In  dealing  with  the  fick,  you  are  to  fepavate  hm 
tween  the  precious  and  the  vile,  and  to  make  a  difiefl 
ence  between  the  converted  and  the  unconverted*  'Aim 
feeing  different  applications  are  rcquifite,  you  are,  accofl 
ding  to  your  knowledge,  to  ftuciy  to  fuit  your  counfel 
admonitions  and  prayers,  to  their  (late  and  conditioi^ 
not  uCng  the  fame  words  to  the  ungodly  as  you  ufe  tr 
the  godly,  left  you  flatter  them  with  ill  grounded*  hop6 
that  their  (late  is  fafe,  while  they  are  ftrangers  to  a  juror" 
of  regeneration.  That  great  truth  is  to  be  declared  tz 
all,  that,  **  Unlefs  a  man  be  born  again,  he  cannot  fs 
the  kingdom  of  God."  O  it  is  dangerous  to  fpes»> 
peace,  where  God  fpeaks  war. 

VI.  If  the  fick  perfon  feem  to  be  fecure,  or  hav*" 
xjot  a  due  a  fenfe  of  his  fins  ;  endeavours  muft  be  uft  - 
to  convince  him  of  the  guilt,  pollution,  and  danger  <^ 
them,  in  order  to  his  humiliation.  Prefumptuous  fir* 
ners  are  not  to  be  flattered,  left  we  betray  their  fouB 
into  eternal  ruin,  and  fo  their  blood  be  required  at  ou^ 
hand.  Nc  fond  love,  no  flavifh  fear,  mull  keep  iM 
from  telling  them  the  hazards  of  their  prefent  itates 
Their  fecure  confcience  muft  be  awakened  to  fee  th^^ 
demerit  of  fin,  and  the  terriblenefs  of  the  juftice  of  s 
fin-revenging  God,  before  whom  no  Chriftlefs  impeni 
tent  finner  can  (land  :  This  is  necc(rary  in  order  to  0 
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fiAnei^8:di£bt»rering  his  loft. cafe  in  himfelf,  and  his 
.fleeing^to  Chrift  for  refuge*  It  is  God's  method,  firft 
(Oica^  down  the  foul  before  he  lift  it  up ;  to  plough 
-A^hfiartby  conviftion^  before  he  caft  in  the  feed  6f 
COfiifolsition. 

:  VU.  If  the  fick  perfon  hath  ftudied  to  walk  upright- 
lyt  but .  i»  at  pre&nt  difeouraged  upon  account  of  the 
ftiarpnefs  of  the  rod,  Satan's  temptations^  the  guilt  of 
fin,  fear  of  death,  or  the  like ;  then  fuitable  counfels^ 
xefolutions,  and  comforts,  are  to  be  tendered,  in  or- 
der to  his  fettlement  and  fuppoxt.  Particularly,  he 
may  be  told,  that  fharp  rods  are  no  ways  inconfiftent 
wiUi.  divine  love ;  nay,  freqiyntly,  they  are  a  fign  of 
it :  for,  as  ftandlng  waters  wrn  corrupt,  becaufe  they 
kave  no  current ;  and  thofe  who  are  not  poured  from 
vcffel  to  veflel,  their  tafte  remains,  and  their  fcent  is 
not  changed)  therefore  God,  in  order  to  take  away 
the  fcent  of  the  corrupt  nature  from  us,  is  pleafed  to 
change  us  from  ilate  to  ilate,  by  croiTes  and  (icknefs  to 
ialvation.  And  as  Noah's  zrk,  the  higher  it  was  toffed 
with  the  flood,  the  nearer  it  mounted  towards  heaven  ; 
fo  the  fandified  foul,  the  more  it  is  exercifed  with  af- 
fli£lion,  the  nearer  it  is  lifted  towards  God.  Again^ 
^  it  is  proper  to  fet  before  him  the  frcenefs  and  fulnefs  of 
God's  grace,  the  fufficiency  of  righteoufneTs  in  Chrift, 
and  his  rich  and  gracious  offers  in  the  gofpel ',  by  which 
we  are  afiured,  that  all  who  repent,  and  believe  with 
their  heart  in  God's  mercy  through  Chrift,  renouncing 
their  own  rtghteoufnefs,  (hall  not  perifti  in. their  fms^ 
but  have  life  aiid  falvation  in  him,  and  that  believers 
in  Chrift  are  affured  of  vi6lory  over  Satan,  death  and 
•all  their  enemies,  becaufe  Chrift  their  head  hath  by 
his  crofs  conquered  the  devil,  unftinged  death,  triumph- 
ed over  the  grave,  and  obtained  vi£tory  for  all  his  mem- 
bers ;  fo  that  neither  life  nor  death,  principalities  nor 
powers^  ft)all  be  able  to  feparate  t^em'from  God's  love 
in  Chrift.« 

VIII,  If  a  Gck  man  be  fo  tempted  and  troubled  in 

confcience,  that  he  is  in  hazard  of  defpairing  of  God's 

mercy  7  it  is  neceiTary  to  inform  him  of  the  greatnefs 

and  infinitenefs  of  God's  mercy,  that  the  moft  notori- 
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0U9  (inncr«  have  been  pardoned  and  fared  by  i^  atid    ^ 
is  ftili  offered  in  the  p,ofpel  to  the  vilcft  of  Gnner^^* 
Though  God  forefaw  all  the  fms  which  the  world  wonfe^  ^ 
commit,  yet  thefe  did  not  hinder  hinn  from  loving  tl»*'^^ 
world,  fo»  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son  to  de^tl*^    '» 
to  fave  as  many  as  would  believe  and  repent  t  (b  tha^^^^ 
the  fins  of  one  man  can  never  hinder  God  from  iom^^A 
his  foul,  and  forgiving  his  flnsi  when  he  fincerelf  it  -s-^" 
fires  to  repent  and  believe.     The  cry  of  the  mod  grier-      *• 
ous  (ins  that  are  recorded  (fuch  as  tbofe  of  Sodom)  coulc^^^  ^ 
never  reach  higher  than  unto  heaven.  Gen.  xix.  13     "3- 
But  David  aflures  us,  Pfal.  cviii.  4.  that  the  mercy  azz^^^ 
God  is  great,  and  reaches  up  higher  than  the  heavens,  -^^j 
fo  that  it  over  toppeth  the  greateit  of  all  our  (ins.     Ifc:  — ^^ 
the  mercy  of  God  be  greater  than  all  his  works,  it  mufl^^ 
furely  be  greater  than  all  our  fins. 

Again,  Uy  before  him  the  infinite  virtue  of  Chrift'^^*  ^ 
blood :  W  hy  ?  It  is  not  the  blood  of  a  mere  man,  buV^  -• 
the  blood  of  (>od,  A6ls  xx.  28.  And,  are  there  8n^^0 
fins  fo  great,  or  guilt  fo  heinous,  but  the  blood  of  God^^3 
can  walli  away  ?  This  was  godly  Crammer's  fuppor^^  ^ 
that  day  he  fuffered  martyrdom,  when  his  fin  of  re«* 
nouncing  the  Proteftant  docStrine  flared  him  in  thc^^^ 
face  :  *'  Surely  (faid  he)  God  was  made  flefti,  and  fhed^fc^ 
his  blood,  not  for  lefler  fins  only,  but  for  gi eat  fins  alfo.'^" 
He  was  fadly  difcouraged,  and  wept  abundantly,  tilff^  ^ 
he  eyed  this  meritorious  blood,  and  then  he  took  ^ — "^  im-  "' 
and  died  with  courage.  O  this  price  was  fo  great,^vr  ; 
that  it  cculd  have  merited  pardon  for  the  fins  of  alL^t- 
the  devils  in  hell,  as  well  as  for  all  the  men  on  earth,  ^-  ' 
though  every  one  of  them  had  been  red  as  crimfon.  -^-^ 
Yea,  the  lead  drop  of  this  blood  is  of  more  merit  to  ^^ 
procure  the  mercy  of  God  for  our  falvation,  than  all  -^ 
our  fins  can  be  of  force  to  provoke  the  wrath  of  God  -^ 
for  our  damnation  ;  why  ?  The  greatcli  of  our  fins  are  ^ 
but  the  fins  of  a  man,  but  the  kail  drop  of  Chriit's  '^ 
blood  is  the  blood  of  God. 

Moreover,  let  him  be  put  in  mind  of  the  willingncfs 
and  readinefs  of  our  Redeemer  to  receive  all  finners  that 
came  to  him  in  the  days  of  hie  ile(h,  though  driven  to  him 
byfickncfs  and  afEiClionj  fo  that  he  never  put  any  of 


t^Mi  away  iNnthent  their  errand,  that  came  crying  for 
ilMfey •  Na)r  i  he  many  times  fought  out  ebje^s  of  ht« 
mcicy,-  that  were  not  thiakinf(  of  cominfr  to  him,  aa 
Slowed  before^  Obferve  the  gentlencfs  of  opr  Lord's 
eairiagc  to  Judai  himfelf,  in  calling  him  friend,  after 
hismoft  treKcherous  dealing.  Mat.  xxvi.  50.  ^*  Friend 
(faid  he)  wherefore  art  thou  come  ?"  Had  wretched 
}«d«8  laid  hold  on  the  word  friend  out  of  the  mouth  of 
Chrifty  as  Benhadad  did  the  word  brother,  from  the 
mouth  of  Ahab ;  doubtlefs  Judas  (hould  have  found  the  * 
Crod  of  Ifrael  more  merciful  than  Benhadad  found  the 
king  of  Ifrael. 

Lqflly,  Let  him  confider,  that  to  defpair  of  God's 
mercy  cafts  the  greateft  diihonour  upon  the  Divine  Ma« 
jeftj,  and  is  a  (in  more  heinous  than  all  the  fins  which 
we  have  before  committed :  Why  ?  It  doth  charge  the 
great'  God  as  guilty '  of  perjury,  who  hath  folemnly 
fsrom,  that  he  defires  not  the  death  of  a  Gnner,  but 
rather  that  he  fhould  repent  and  live,  Ezek.  xxxiii.  it. 
God  was  more  difpleafed  with  Cain  for  defpairing  of 
his  mercy,  than  for  murdering  of  his  brother :  and  with 
Judas  for  hanging  himfelf,  than  for  betraying  his  maf- 
tcr  :  Why  ?  Becaufe  that  by  their  defpair  they  would 
make  the  (ins  of  mortal  men  greater  than  the  infinite 
mercy  of  the  eternal  God. 

Direct.  IV.  Be  carneft  in  Prayer  to  God  for  your 
Friends,  when  Sick  or  Dying.  Pray  with  them 
and  for  them* 

FREQUENTLY  fick  perfons  are  fo  difquieced  with 
pain  and  trouble,  that  they  are  out  of  cafe  to  pray  for 
themfelves,  and  therefore  they  have  the  more  need  of 
the  prayers  of  others.  David  faded  and  prayed  for  his 
enemies,  when  they  were  fick,  Pfal.  xxx.  13.  much 
more  ought  we  to  pray  for  our  friends  in  that  cafe. 
Never  d|d  they  need  our  prayers  fo  much,  as  when 
they  are  called  to  enter  upon  an  unchangeable  condi* 
tion,  to  go  to  their  long  home,  even  that  place  wherein 
they  mult  abide  for  even    Now  they  are  in  the  land 
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of  prayer,  and  it  is  now  or  never  that  yoa  miift  pnf 
and  beg  mercv  for  them.  When  their  life  is  fjoncy 
they  ^o  from  the  land  of  prayer,  and  are  fiaed  in  that 
place, •'whence  they  (hall  never  remore:  then  all  your 

5 prayers  and  cries  for  them  will  be  in  vain.  •  If  fotit 
iriend  be  a  (Iranger  to  Chrlft,  he  is  on  the  brink  of  hoU^ 
and  knows  it  not  ^  and  will  you  not  cry  to  God  to  open- 
his  eyes,  and  fave  him  from  falling  into  that  devoniifl 
pit  out  of  which  there  is  no  redemption  ?  Yon 
be  willing  to  (it  up  a  whole  night  for  the  relief  of 
body  \  and  will  you  not  fpend  a  part  of  a  night  for 
good  of  his  foul,  that  is  a  thoufand  times  more  valuable  tS-  ^ 
Now  the  queition  is,  whether  this  precious  foul  flulK  ^  I 
be  ChriU'^B  or  the  devil's  for  ever  ?  And  when  will  yocBi.^  '< 
wreftle  for  your  friend,  if  you  do  it  not  now?  I6the^^'< 
fick  perfon  be  a  child  of  God,  you  may  pray  for  liiiiiis.-^n; 
with  the  more  comfort,  and  expectation  to  be  beards  V< 
You  may,  in  that  cafe,  fend  the  fame  meflageby  pnyiL^  ^ 
to  Chriit,  that  the  filter  of  fick  Lazarus  did,  John  xi«  3^^  ^- 
**  Lord,  behold  he  whom  thou  lovt* ft  is  fick."  Lord^  ^» 
pity  him,  comfort  him,  abate  his  difteroper,  and  relieve 
him  from  it,  if  it  be  thy  will :  if  not,  grant  him  thy 
gracious  prcfence  and  fafe  conduct  through  the  Jordan^K^ 
of  death,  and  a  happy  landing  in  the  Canaan  of  glory. 

We  are  told,  that  the  prayers  of  the  righteousi  in 
fuch  cafes,  do  avail  much,  James  v.  16.  and  thisy  to 
encourage  us  to  pray  one  for  another.  Whatever  be  ^^^ 
the  fick  perfons  condition,  fuch  confeflions  and  pcti-  --** 
lions  as  thefe  following  may  be  made  ufe  of  in  prayer  ^^ 
for  him. 

PETITIONS  FOR  THE  SICK. 

LORD,  thou  firft  breathedft  into  man  the  breath  of  ' 
life ;  and,  when  thou  takeit  away  that  breath,^he  dieSf 
and  returns  again  to  his  duft.  May  we  be  duly  fenfible 
of  our  dependance  on  thee  for  all  that  we  enjoy.  We 
acknowledge,  that  our  great  abufe  of  the  many  days  rf 
health  and  welfare  thou  afFordeft  us  doth  juftly  dcfervc 
the  vifitation  of  ficknefs  and  difeafes.     Wo  is  us>  we  lie 

down 
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Wider  a  burden  of  fin^  both  original  and  a£bual ;  we  are 
all  children  of  wrath  by  nature^  and  under  the  curfe  of 
%  broken  Uw  :  and  all  other  miferies,  temporal  and  fpi- 
ncual,  diftempersy  pains,  death  and  hell  itfelf,  are  the 
iflbas  thereof.  Be  merciful  to  the  fick  perfon  under  thy 
band  <;  difcover  to  him  his  (ins,  and  the  caufe  why  thou 
oontendeft  with  him.  Make  him  to  fee  that  he  is  loft 
in  himfelf^  and  wholly  unable  to  fatisfy  the  demands  of 
bffisnded  juftice ;  and  do  thou  reveal  Chriil  to  his  foul 
for  Tighteoufnefs  and  life.  O  give  htm  thy  holy  Spirit 
to  create  and  ftpengthen  faith,  that  he  may  lay  hold  on 
Chrift  1%-  offered  in  the  gofpel,  work  in  him  the  grace  of 
true  repentance.  Enable  him  to  fearch  liis  heart  aad 
try  bis  ways,  fo  as  he  may  difcover  every  accurfed  thing, 
every  Achan  in  the  camp,  that  hath  provoked  the  Lord  . 
againft  him.  When  thou  pucteft  him  in  the  furnace, 
be  pleafed  to  ftand  by,  and  overfcc  the  metal  while  it  is 
molting  in  it.  Try  him  as  Hlver  is  tried,  and  bring  him 
out  puiified^  and  let  him  lofe  nothing  in  this  furnace 
bat  his  drofs.  *  Remove  his  fins  from  thy  prefencc,  as 
far  as  caft  is  from  weft,  that  they  may  never  trouble 
his  eonfcience,  nor  rife  in  judgment  agalnil  his  foul. 
However  bitter  the  cup  may  be,  let  it  be  medicinal  to 
cure  all  the  difeafes  of  his  foul.  O  that  thefc  afflic- 
tions, which  are  but  for  a  moment,  may  work  for  him 
a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory  through 
Jefus  Chrift  the  purchafer  ! 

Look  down  from  heaven,  the  habitation  of  thy  hoH- 
nefs,  behold  his  af&idion  and  his  pain,  and  forgive  all 
his  fin.  Shew  fuch  pity  to  him  as  a  father  doth  to  his 
child,  and  lay  no  more  upon  him  than  he  is  able  to 
bear.  Lord,  give  patience  and  ftrength  anfwcrablc  to 
the  burden  of  trouble  thou  haft  laid  on  him.  In  time 
of  his  weaknefs  uphold  him  by  thy  ftrength.  Relieve 
his  wants  out  of  thy  infinite  fulnefs.  Lord,  thou  know- 
eft  his  frame,  and  remembereft  that  he  is  duft;  fave 
him  from  extremity  of  trouble,  either  abate  his  pain,  or 
iticreafe  his  patience  to  endure  what  thou  meafureft  out 
to  him.  Give  him  the  evidences  of  all  the  graces  of  thy 
Spirit.  Arm  and  defend  him  againft  all  the  fuggef- 
tions  and  temptations  of  Satan.    Take  his  heart  wholly 
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rffthe  worlrfy  dnd  fet  his  aflFeAtoilt  oiv  thin^  «b^re*i 
Lord,  make  ufc  •£  this  chaftifement  of  his  Ixkiir  «8*^ 
iDcdiciiie  to  cure  his  foul,  by  drawing  Us  fflfuH  that  ic 
Tick  of  fin,  to  thyfelf.  O  eriable  him,  in  a  poniteitt  be* 
licring  manner,  to  come  by  repentaiice  to  Gbtiftf  hiB 
foul  phyficiany  to  get  ic  healed  of  al)  Its  md^adiea.  ^Sent^ 
tify  his  (icknefs,  and  let  the  fruit  of  it  be  to  pttrge  Bwaf 
his  fm. 

If  God  (hall  be  pleafed  to  add  to  his  days^  Uefr  all 
means  of  his  recovery.  Remove  the  difeafe  ;  rtme^ 
his  ilrength,  both  outward  and  inward ;  heal  his  foul 
VLi  well  as  his  body.  And  enable  him  to  walk  tenderljr 
before  God,  and  carefully  to  remember  and  pcrforoia 
fuch  vows  and  promifes  of  obedience  as  men  are  ftpt  tc» 
make  in  time  of  ficknefs. 

If  God  hath  determined  to  finifli  his  days  by  the  pre- 
fent  vititation ;  let  him  find  fuch  evidence  of  the  paBdoilk 
of  his  fins,  of  his  intereft  in  Chrifty  ahd  eternlil  lifc^  tm 
may  caufe  his  inward  man  to  be  renewed,  while  Iimi 
outward  man  decayeth ;  that  he  may  meet  death  witfa^ 
out  fear,  cad  limfelf  ixrholly  on  Chrift  without  doubt- 
ing>  and  defire  to  be  difToIved,  that  he  may  for  ever  be= 
with  Jefus  Chrid.     Lord,  make  his  laft  workr  botteir 
than  his  fir  ft,  and  the  day  of  his  death  better  than  tbcs 
day  of  his  birth.     Make  his  laft  words  his  belt  word.v 
his  laft  thoughts  his  beft  thoughts,  and  his  laft  hour  hisa 
beft  hour      O  let  him  die  the  death  of  the  righteous^ 
and  let  his  laft  end  be  like  his.     Let  the  eyes  of  hit- 
foul  be  opened  to  fee  his  fms  and  his  Saviour,  befores 
the  eyes  of  his  body  be  ftiut  by  death.     Take  away 
the  fting  of  death,  the  guilt  of  fin,  that  he  may  walk- 
through the  valley  of  the  Ihadow  of  death  and:  fear  no 
evih     Open  thou  his  lips,  that  his  mouth  may  ihow 
forth  thy  praife,  before  he  go  to  the  place  of  filence. 
And  when  his  (Irength  doth  fail,  and  his  tongue  is  not 
able  to  utter  words,  let  the  blood  of  Chrift 'fpeak  for 
him  in  heaven*     And  let  thy  holy  Spirit  within  him^ 
make  rcquefts  for  him  with  fighs  and  groans  that  can^ 
not  be  uttered.     When  the  fight  of  his  eyes  doth  h^ 
him,  let  the  eyes  of  his  faith  be  ftrengthened,  that  his 
foul  (with  Stephen  at  bis  death)  may  behold  Jefus 
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Chrift  in  bcQVCn  readv  to  reeeire  bim.  Lofd,  ft  and  bf 

Ufiinlutlaft  conflia  with  hts  enemies,  Ssitan  and 

donht  tfuit  lie  may  oyercome  both,  and  be  more  than 

a  oomiaerQr  dirough  Chrift  th«t  hath  loved  hlii.    Into 

^  haad^  we  oonunend  hU  fpirit. 

Losdi  ttt»cb  009  who  do  furvive,  by  this  and  other  like 
Ulf  fpffStffiiei  of  our  mortalityi  to  fee  ho v  frail  and 
WKeitain  oar  condition  is,  and  fo  to  number  our  days, 
d«r  M  Qiay  fetioufly  apply  our  hearts  to  heavenly  wif- 
dool/through  Jefus  Chrift.     Amen. 

DlRtCrL  V.  Be  careful  to  furnifh  your  Friends  with 
fuitable  Company,  and  fpiritual  converfe,  when  they 
are  Sick  or  Dying. 

A9  worldly  company  and  converfe  are  great  hia<* 
dunees,  fe  fpiritual  company  and  converfe  are  fpectal 
tiel|i|  to  tbe  fick.  and  dying,  Now,  that  the  friends  of 
the  fick  any  prevent  the  one,  and  provide  for  the  ocher« 
let  (ke  foUowiiq;  advices  .be  remembered. 

u  Mind  yoor  friends  timeouily  to  make  their  will«« 
Viil  di/j^ifch  the  fetdement  of  their  worldly  affiairs, 
that  ft  they  may  not  be  difturbed  at  the  laft,  Qor  any. 
wife  disveited  from  their  main  work,  by  thoughts  or  diU- . 
Qotoffis  about  the  worlds  A  mind  abftra<^ed  from  the 
World  is  a  moft  fuitable  dipofition  for  a-dying  man. 
T«ti  cannot  carry  the  tilings  of  this  world  with  you 
^hen  you  go  hence  *,  and  it  is  not  fit  you  fliould  carry. 
the  thott^ts  of  them. 

!•  Keep  carnal  company  from  them  as  much  as 
polEhle,  and  all  thofe  that  would  divert  them  by  idle  or 
woddly  diftrourfe.     It  is  both  impertincpt  and  cruel,  to" 
throw  in  fuch  impediments  in  the  way  of  thofe  that  are 
going  fpeedily  to  their  endiefs  ftate. 

}•  Do  what  you  can  to  get  faithful  minifters  and 
godly Chriftians  to  be  much  about  them,  who  are  fit  t.o 
milruA  and  couhfel  them  about  their  fouls  mattt:rs,  and 
^  to  pray  with  .them  and  for  them. 

4'  fie  often  minding  your  fick  friends  of  their 
chief  work,  and  thofe  things  which  belong  unto  their 

Vol.  I.  F  f  peacs. 
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peace.  ^  WhaiCTcr  be  thrir  ftatr,  whether  graciotis 
}{r:kcetefs«  it  is  proper  to  be  minding  them,  i.  Of 
vanity  and  emptinefs  of  the  world,  'that  tan  neit 
give  trafe  to  ihe  body,  nor-oomfort  ta  the  fdul,  when 
thcr  of  tbcm  is  in  trouble  ^  2'  Of  the  iinfuhieryof 
which  is  the  fpring  of  all  difeafes  and  miferies  Wf«s 
cvtT,  ^-  Of  the  precioufneis  and  ufefulneft-of'O 
to  a  finner  in  all  cafes,  and  efpeciaily  At  a  dying  tA 
4*  Of  the  inexprcffible  felicity  of  believers  Iti^Chtffl 
ter  ^rath,  &c.  »    » 

Lnftiy^  If  you  think  yourfclves  not  able  to  inft:ru£ 
advife  your  Tick  friends  as  they  (land  in  need,  then  i 
fon-.c  good  book  to  them,  that  may  be  fuitable  to 
condition  of  their  fouls ;  and,  if  you  have  not  a  fi 
at  hand,  read  fome  chapters  or  direftions  of  this  b 
to  them,  as  you  may  fee  moft  proper  for  them.  1 
above  all  books,  read  to  the  iick  the  holy  fcriptui«s, 
(bme  particular  chapters  and  pfalms  there ;  fucb  as 
lad  three  chapters  of  Genefis  ;  the  lad  chapter  of  £ 
teionomy  ; — the  17th  chapter  of  the  ift  bookof  KiJ 
— the  2d  chapter  of  the  2d  book  of  Kings ;— *the  i 
and  19th  chapterik  of  Job ; — the  Pfalms  of  Dayid, 
particularly  the  6th,  the  23d,  25th,  30th,  ^Stb,  4 
42d,  49th,  5id,  71ft,  73d,  77th,  88th,  89th,  9( 
ic3d,  116th,  1 18th,  130th,  I42d,  143d,  and  fevera 
tlicr  Pf4lm3;— the  12th  chapter  of  Ecclefiades; — 
38th,  53d,  54th,  and  55th  chapters  of  Ifaiah  ;«*r 
three  laft  chapters  of  Luke ; — the  14th,  ijtb,  i( 
17th,  and  20th  chapters  of  John  ; — ^the  8th  chaptei 
the  Romans;— the  15th  chapter  of  the  idCorinthia 
—the  5th  chapter  of  the  2d  Corinthians  ;— the  4th 
the  id  ThefTalonians ; — the  nth  and  12th  of  the  H 
the  three  lad  chapters  of  the  Revelation,  and  the  li 

Direct.  VI.  Be  likewife  fuitably  concerned  for 
Bodies  of  your  Friends,  when  they  are  Sick. 

If  you  would  evidence  a  fuitable  concern  for  the 
then  you  mud  deal  tenderly  and  compaflionately  w 
them  in  their  ficknefs,  bear  with' their  impatience  s 

frettii 
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Acttingi  w^acy  not  of  them»  nor  grudge  at  the  trouble 
tbcy  put  you  to ;  for  (hortly  you  yourfelves  mav  be  ia 
%tiike  Cdkj  when  you  (hall  be  as  great  a  trouble  to  o- 
tberr,  as  your  friends  are  now  to  you. 
.  Agaip,  it  is  neccffary  to  employ  phyficians,  and  ufe 
,the.j£(|l  means  for  the  recovery  of  your  friend's  health. 
Tbc  .Olt^ans,  indeed  mud  not  be  trufl^ed  to  inftcad  of 
God»  but.ufed  in  fubfcrvieucy  to  him,  who  hath  ap- 
ypin^d  fhen)i  and  can  only  give  fuccefs  to  them.  We 
mud  beware  of  Afa's  iin  that  fought  to  the  phyGciansi 
and  not  to  the  Lord.  Let  us  neither  take  food  nor 
phyCc  without  prayer  to  God  for  his  bleiCng  there- 
upon* 


Direct..  VlL  When  the  ficknefs  of  your  Relations  or 
•■  'Neighbours  doth  iiTue  in  death,  iludy  a  Chridian 

and  fuitablebehariowr  under  fuch  a  difpenfation. 

■■^^■-  i      ^  . 

'  WHEN,  a  parent  lofeth  a  promifing  <:hild  or  ^ 
'ctild  lofeth  a  loving  parent,  or  when  death  deprives 
IIS  of  any  near  relation,  it  is  a  fpeaking  and  trying  Pro- 
vidence 1  and  we  have  much  need  of  grace  and  coun- 
Sd  from  God  to  carry  aright  under  it.  Let  us  obferve 
thefe  advices. 

, .  L  It  is  necefTary,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  that  we  have  a  tendqr 
frnfe  and  feeling  of  God's  afflicting  hand.  There  are 
two  extremes  which  we  muit  equally  avoid ;  viz.  to 
make  light  of  tlie  death  of  relations,  and  to  be  ezcef- 
£vely  grieved  on  that  account.  God  will  have  us  nei- 
ther to  defpife  his  rod,  nor  faint  under  it,  Heb.  xii.  5. 
God  is  difpleafed  with  thofe  that  are  ftupid  and  ia- 
fenfible  under  fuch  af{ll£iione.  Why  i  They  defpife 
his  rod»  and  make  light  of  his  corrections.  Hence  he 
complains  of  thefe,  Jer.  v,  3.  "  I  have  fmitten  them, 
-but  they  have  not  grieved."  God  will  have  us  to  feel 
his  handi  to  enquiie  into  the  meaning  of  the  rod,  and 
fearch  for  thofe  fins  that  have  provoked  God  to  fmite 
tts.  It  is  a:  fign  of  a  naughty,  felfiih  and  unchridian 
fpirit,  to  be  unconcerned  for  the  death  of  friends  ^  and 
much  mpft  is  it  fo  in  thofe  childrenj  who  haye  a  fecret 
'  '  F  f  3  fatisfadion 
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fatisfa£lkm  in  the  ^ieatli  of  parentf,  iMaufe  tsi  tti< 
worldly  riches  or  liberty  which  they  get  thereby.  Oo4 
ufeth  to  follow  this  wicked  temper  with  ms  het^f 
judgments  even  in  this  life. 

II.  Confidet  that  God  is  calling  you,  by  the  dea^l^ 
of  others,  to  keep  Up  lively  and  lading  impreffiolls  ol 
death  and  eternity  upon  your  fpirits.  God  knowrC^ 
how  advantageous  it  would  be  for  men  fo  to  do ;  sr»^ 
therefore  he  fets  frequent  fpeflacles  of  mortality  b^^ 
fore  their  eyes  for  this  end.  But  fuch  is  the  oomqrtic^^ 
and  earthlinefs  of  our  minds,  that  we  foon  fbrg^  th^ 
thoughts  of  death.  When  we  fee  our  friends  in  th^ 
pangs  of  death,  or  laid  in  the  grave,  it  ftrikes  us  wic::  - 
fome  fear  and  concern,  to  think  that  one  day  this  wL 
be  our  own  cafe  :  buj:  no  fooner  if'the  dead  interrec:::^ 
and  the  grave  filled  up  again,  than  all  thofe  ferioi^tf 
thoughts  be^in  to  vanifh,  and  men  return  to  thdr  fii^ 
and  pleafures  as  before.  Ah,  what  folly  is  this 
(hould  not  men  always  keep  alive  the  ferious  thoughtr' 
of  death  and  a  future  ftate  ^  are  we  not  dways  aiik^ 
mortal  ?  are  we  not  as  liable  to  death^s  arreft  at  oche  ^ 
times,  as  when  examples  are  before  our  eyes  ? 

IIL  When  God  takes  away  your  children  or  rela-^ 
tions^  let  it  draw  your  heart  and  afFeSions  more  to---" 
ward  God  and  things  above.     As  when  a  ibephentf 
taketh  up  in  his  arms  a  lamb  of  the  flock,  the  ewe  fol-^ 
loweth  him  of  her  own  accord,  and  will  not  leave  him  > 
fo,   when  the  great  Shepherd  of  the  (heep  taketh  a 
child  or  friend  from  you,  it  (hould  caufe  you  to  follow 
after  him,  and  deGre  to  be  with  him.     But  one  may 
fay,  that  is  not  the  cafe  with  me  ;  I  fear  the  wolf  bath 
got  the  ftrayed  (beep,  and  devoured  it.     Then  even 
that  fufpiclon  (hould  make  you  run  to  the  good  Shep- 
herd, abide  with  him  and  ketp  clofe  by  the  footftept  of 
the  flock,  and  beware  of  ftraying  in  thofe  paths  wherein 
deflroyers  go.     When  God  taketh  from  you  thofe  rela* 
tions  whom  you  dearly  loved,  he  calls  you  to  take  your 
love  off  the  fading  creatures,  and  to  fee  it  on  the  eter- 
nal   Creator:    when   the   weak  branch  is  taken  offj 
then  clafp  to  the  body  of  the  tree^  which  will  not  fail 
you.  .  .♦^ 

■  IV. 
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W4  In  facli  trials  ftady  &  humble  and  pitient  fub« 
Aiffion  to  the  will  of  God,  who  in  his  fovereign  wifdom 
tad  piedfure  hxdrtakvn  your  child  or  friend  from  you. 
Remember  who  hath  done  it|  even  he  who  gave  all 
ineii  dirir  livesi  and  hath  the  abfolate  power  and  ri^ht 
to  difpofc  of  mens  lives  as  he  thinks  beft«     If  your  fel« 
'lMr-crf!ature  do  any  thing  that  difpleafeth  you,  you  may 
liDtb  A  who  did  it,  and  why  he  did  fo  ?  But,  when 
Cod  doth  any  thing  to  you,  you  muft  remember  he  is 
tilt  'potter  and  you  are  tne  clay ;  and  that  he  may  make 
or  mar  his  clay  veflels ;  yea,  break  them  in  pieces  at  hit 
pteifure  i  *f  and  there  is  none  that  can  ftay  his  hand, 
<)r  fay  to  him,  what  doft  thou  ?  be  ftill,  and  know  that 
1  am  God,'*  Pfal.  xlvi.  10.     The  mailer  of  a  family 
fathers  at  his  pleafure  the  flowers  and  fruits  of  his  gar- 
dens ;  fomecimes  he  cuts  off  the  buds,  fometimes  he  fuf- 
fers  them  to  bloiTom  ;  fometimes  he  gathers  the  green 
firoit,  fometimes  he  ftays  till  it  be  ripe  ^  and.every  body 
tUnks  he  may  do  with  his  own  what  he  pleafeth  ;  and^ 
ftall  not  the  Almighty  God  have  liberty  much  more;  to 
difpofe  of  all  that  grows  in  his  own  territories  at  his 
pleafure?  The  mailer  of  the  family  hath  not  created 
the  trees  and  pkints  of  hi6  garden ;  but  God  hath  made 
and  falhioned  all  the  children  of  men  with  his  Almighty 
lund. 

It  is  the-fenfe  of  this  fovereign  right  and  dominion 
of  God  over  his  creatures,  that  hath  made  his  people 
to  be  fiient  under  the  greated  lofles.  Hence  Aaron, 
when  he  loft  his  two  fons  by  a  fudden  and  extraordi- 
nary ftroke,  it  is  faid  of  him.  Lev.  x.  3 .  "  And  Aaron 
held  his  peace.  He  opened  not  his  mouth,  becaufe  it 
was  a  fovereign  God  that  did  it.  So  holy  Job,  when  he 
loft  all  his  children  by  one  blow,  patiently  fubmits  to 
this  aofolute  Lord,  Job.  i.  21.  **  The  Lord  gave,  and 
the  Lord  hath  taken  away;  bleffed  be  the  name  of  the 
Lofd.-'  Job  knew  that  God's  relation  to  them  was  far 
nearer  than  his,  and  his  right  to  difpofe  of  them  was  in- 
difputable.  It  viras  a  holy  and  excellent  fpeech  of  that 
honourable  perfon  Lord  Dupleifis,  at  the  death  of  his 
only  fon ;  J^  could  not  have  born  this  from  a  man,  but 
I  can  from%Jod.'* 

V   Guard 
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V,  Guard  ag;ainfl:  immoderate  grief  and  exceilive  fo«*" 
row  for  the  death  of  children  or  near  relations ;  for  thE^ 
is  finful  and  offcnfivc  to  God.  Now,  grief  tb  finful  an  ^— 
immoderate,  when  it  makes  you  grudge  at  God's  diflfl 
penfation,  mur.T^ur  at  his  will,  turn  unthankful  to  hirrr- 
for  the  mercies  you  enjoy,  overlook  all  bypaft  favour^S 
and  lament  a  temporal  m.ore  than  a  fpiritual  lofs.  A—i^ 
las  !  there  are  many  who  can  bewail  a  dead  friend  fa^:^ 
more  than  a  dead  heart,  and  the  lofs  of  a  child  mor^"^ 
than  the  lofs  of  God's  countenance.  Now,  for  prevent^V^ 
ing  this  exccffive  forrow,  confider  thefe  things.  * 

1.  If  you  be  Chriftlcfs  and  impenitent,  you  hav  ^s- 
reafon  to  blefs  God  that  the  ilroke  was  not  at  your  owe:  ' 
life, 'for  then  you  hnd  been  eternally  miferable  and  with^^ 
out  hope.  What  is  the  tt^mporal  lofs  of  a  child,  to  b  -^ 
eternal  lofs  of  \our  own  foul  ?  O  it  is  far  better  to  b  -^ 
diildlefs  and  friendiefson  earth,  than  to  be  hopelefs  an»>  - 
remedilefs  in  hell. 

2.  Coiiiider  how  little  ground  you  h'^ve  to  com^c 
plain  of  any  lofs  or  (Iroke  you  meet  with  on  earth.     I  -^ 
If  you  eye  God's  fovereignty  and  power  over  you,  yc^ 
have  caufe  to  be  thankful  that  he  hatli  not  annihilates^ 
you  and  your  relations  both  long  ere  now,  feeing  h^ — 
hath  as  full  a  dominion  to  reduce  you  to  nothing,  as  t^* 
bring  you  from  nothinp^.     Though  God  fhould  diifh  u   • 
againft  the  walls,  as  a  potter  doth  his  veffel,  no  mar"* 
cruld  have  reafon  to  fay,    M^hat  do/}  thou ;  or,  Why  dof^ 
ihau  ti/r  nie  fo  ^  Jcr  xviii.  6.  **  O  houle  of  ifrael,  can- 
r.ot  1  do  with  \o\i  as  this  potter  ?  faith  the  Lord."  Nay* 
he  hath  a  greiitt  r  right  to  deal  fo  with  us,  than  a  potter 
vifh  his  vi  ff-*],  for  God  luth  contributed  all  to  his  crea- 
ture, that  it  hatii,  but  the  potter  never  made  the  chy 
vhich  is  the  fuSlhince  of  the  vcfl'cl,  nor  the  water  that  is 
ntedful  fo  make  ir  tra£^.ible.     All  that  the  potter  doth  is 
only  to  mould  the  clay  into  fuch  a  fliape  ;  betides,  the  pot- 
ter*s  body  is  no  better  tiwntheclayhe  makes  his  veffel  of; 
nay,  perhaps  that  very  clay  might  once  have  been  fome 
part  of  the  brdy  of  a  man  as  good  as  the  potter  himfelf. 
Now,  ih*iU  the  potter  have  iuch  abfolute  power  over 
that  which  is  fo  near  and  like  to  him,  and  (hall  not  God 
have  it  over  chat  which  is  infinitely  dillant  from  him  ? 

That 
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That  word,  Dan.  iv.  ^4.  35.  "*  The  Moft  High  doth 
according  to  his  will,"  is  enough  to  filencc  the  mur- 
murings  of  aU  men  under  itrokes  and  lofles« 

2.  If  you  eye  the  hand  of  God  as  moft  juft  and  righ* 

teciusiti  what  you  have  met  with,  you  have  no  ground 

to  complain.      Have  you  not  procured  all  this  to  joux^ 

^If  ?   Is  not  God  mod  juil  in  all  that  hath  come  upon 

y<^u?  Nay,  if  you  confider  your  fins  and  God's  abfolutc 

*Jominion  over  you,  you  muft  own  he  might  have  dcak 

^th  you  in  a  fmaiter  manner  than-  he  hath;  done;  in- 

ftead  of  one  affliftion  you  might  have  had  a  thoufand. 

3.  Look  to  the  mercy  that  is  mixed  with  the  rod.  It 
tS'  a  wonder  that  this  grsat  Sovereign,  who  is  fo  prorok- 
cd  by  us,  ihouid  allow  us  any  mercy  at  all,  and  yet  wc 
>'eccive  innumerable  benefits  from  him.  Whatever  be 
Our  afflictiotis,  furely  they  are  far  lefs  than  oar  iniqui- 
^icj  dcferve.  Hath  he  caft  your  child  into  the  grave  ? 
IJc  might  juftly  have  thrown  your  foul  into  hclL  Tt 
i^  of  the  Lord's  mercy  you  are  not  confumed.  Why 
fiiould  ft  living  man  complain '  A  man  out  of  a  grave, 
and  out  of  hell  like  wife,  hath  furely  no  reafon. 

4.  If  you  compare  your  afflidlion  with  the  trials  of 
others  of  God's  people  ;  yea,  and  thofe  faints  who  have 
been  moft  eminent,  you  have  no  rcafon  to  grudge  at 
your  loffi.  You  have  one  child  dead,  but  Aaron  (who 
is  called  the  faint  of  the  Lord,  Pfal.  cvi.  t6.)  had  two 
at  a  ftroke ;  nay.  Job,  whom  God  commends  above  all 
the  faints  in  his  day,  had  all  his  children  fiiin  by  one 
blow,  and  both  thefe  eminent  faints  had  thefe  loiies  by 
an  immediate  and  extraordinary  ftroke  from  God.  Some 
godly  parents  have  fcen  their  children  live  to  prove 
fcandals  to  religion,  and  a  grief  of  mind  to  themfelves, 
and  would  have  thought  it  a  mercy  if  God  had  taken 
them  away  when  young.  Say  not  then,  that  there  is 
no  forrow  like  your  forrow  ;  for  the  cup  which  many 
others  have  drunk,  hath  had  more  bitter  ingredients  in 
it  than  yours. 

I^iyt  Confider  that  exceffive  grief  cannot  better  your 
cafe,  it  may  well  make  it  worfe.  if  ycu  ftrujjglc  and 
contend  under  God's  hand,  you  a£l:  a  foolilh  part ;  as 
a  bullock  unaccuftomed  to  the  yoke,  that  by  his  ftru^- 
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gling  gallft  his  neck,  and  makes  tbe  yoke  the  mcNre  ml- 
cafy ;  or  like  a  bird  flattering  in  «  net»  that,  inftead  oi 
freeing,  doth  the  more  entangle  itfdf.  ThMMt  by  im* 
moderate  forrow  and  fretting  under  the  ftrokct  you  fin 
the  more  againft  God,  and  make  your  burden  tM  moie 
heavy. 

4thfy^  Remember  the  tranfa£tions  of  thy  fool  with 
God,  in  the  day  thou  enteredft  into  covenast  with  him* 
When  thou  faweft  thyfelf  on  the  brink  of  hell,  and  » 
burden  of  (in  preffing  thee  down,  and  no  hope  for  thee 
but  in  Chrift ;  then  your  cry  was,  "  NONE  BUT 
CHRIST ;  take  children,  take  relations,  riches,  and  all 
things  in  the  world  from  me,  and  give  me  Chrift*  -  I 
give  up  myfelf,  and  all  I  have,  to  be  difpofed  at  thy 
pleafure ;  thy  will,  Lord,  (hall  be  my  will,''  &c/  Now 
God  is  taking  thee  at  thy  word,  and  tr3ring  thy  fincerity 
in  what  thou  faid  and  profefTed  to  him  lb  folemalf. 
He  hath  difpofed  of  thy  dear  relation  as  picafed  him  i 
O  believer,  doft  thou  rue  the  bargain  ?  Wo^ldft  tiioa 
take  thy  word  cgain  ?  Where  is  thy  oovena&ted  fidpN 
million  to  the  will  of  God,  and  thy  promifed  content* 
ment  with  all  his  difpofals  ? 

5/&^,  Doft  thou  not  believe  that  a  covenanted  God  is 
better  to  thee  than  all  the  friends  in  the  world  ?  Can- 
not God  foon  make  up  the  greateft  lofs  to  thee,  if  thou 
turn  to  him  by  prayer,  and  pour  out  thy  heart  and  Ar- 
rows in  his  bofoms  ?  What  are  the  world's  connrforU 
to  God's  comforts  ?  A  fmile  of  God's  face  in  prayer 
can  foon  fweeten  thy  bitter  cup,  and  make  thee  forget 
all  thy  forrows,  Ffal.  xciv.  19.  **  In  the  multitude  of 
my  thoughts  within  me,  thy  comforts  delight  my  fiool." 
The  Author  of  the  fulfilling  of  the  fcrtptures,  tells  us 
of  one  Patrick  Mackilwra;,  an  eminent  faint  in  the  weft 
of  Scotland,  who  having  loft  his  dear  and  only  fon,  got 
to  his  dofet^  and  there  poured  out  his  foul  freely  to  the 
Lord.  When  he  came  out  to  his  friends  at  -lengtfhf 
who  were  waiting  to  comfort  him,  and  fearing  haw  he 
would  take  fuch  a  heavy  ftroke,  he  returned  from  pray- 
er with  a  cheerful  countenance,  and  told  fome  of  his 
friendsy  who  a(ked  him  the  reafon  of  his  cheeifalnefs, 
««  3%at  he  had  got  that  in  his  retirement  vmh  the  Lord, 

that. 
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^W»  to /have  St  afterwards  renewed^  he  would  be  eon*, 
^cnt  to  lofc  a  fon  every  day."  • 

€.  Serioyfly  confider  that  you  are  but  a  few  daya 
journey  belmid  him  for  whom  you  mourn^  and  that 
you,  will  jqiud^ly  overtake  him»  and  be  with  him  again. 
This  allayed  David's  forrow  for  his  childj  2  Sam.  w* 
23.  **  I  Ihall  go  to  him,"  It  is  our  expelling  to  live, 
long  hete»  to  enjoy  the  comfort  of  relations,  that  com« 
'monly  makes  us  grieve  fo  much  for  their  death ;  for,  if 
V€  lloioked  on  ourfclves  as  men  that  were  to  die  in  a  few. 
days»  we  would  not  be  fo  much  troubled  for  our  friends, 
that  are  gone  but  a  little  fpace  before  us. 

7.  If  yoUr  friends  are  gone  to  heaven,  you  have 
more  ireafon  to  rejoice  with  them  than  to  mourn  for 
them ;  feeing  they  are  unfpeakably  happier  where  they 
now  are,  than  they  could  have  been  with  yoo*  It  is 
the  naoft  fervent  defire  and  wirti  of  cv^ry  true  Chrif- 
tiaa^^o  be  in  heaven ;  and>  will  you  grieve^  becaufe  God 
hath  taken  your  relation  thither,  where  you  deGre  to 
be  yourlelf  above  all  things  i  As  Chriil  faid  to  his  dif* 
ciples  before  his  death,  John  xiv.  28.  **  If  ye  loved  me, 
ye  would  rejoice,  becaufe  I  go  unto  the  Father:"  So,  i£ 
your  departed  friend  could  fpeak  to  you  from  heaven, 
he  would  (ay,  ^^  if  you  loved  me  with  a  pure  fpiritual 
love,  ye  would  rejoice  that  I  am  gone  to  my  Father^ 
where  I  am  more  happy  than  you  can  poffibly  cooceive 
of  me.** 

ObjtBx  **  Had  I  ground  to  think  that  my  friend  it 
gone  to  heaven,  it  would  eafe  me  f  but,  alas^  I  fear  ic 
is  otherwife.'^ 

ji»/i  I.  It  doth  not  belong  to  us  to  dive  Into  the  e- 
tenial  i^ate  and  condition  of  thofe  thit  are  gone  off  the 
(tage*  The(e  Cecret  things  belong  to  God,  who  exer-^ 
cifeth  bis  n^rcy  or  juftice  toward  (inners  according  to 
his  iovttcigti  will. 

a«  Suppofing  the  word,  you  ought  to  fubmit  to  the 
incontrpulable  fovereignty  of  God,  who  hath  mercy  on 
whom  he  will  have  mercy,  and  whom  he  will  he  har- 
deneth*  Ht,  is  Ojf  one  mind,  and  who  can  turn  him  ? 
The  Lord  cut  off  Aaron's  two  fons  in  the  very  aft  of 
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iin  and  rebellion  a^ainft  him,  and  yet  Aaron  held  bir 
peace,  and  fo  oupht  you. 

3  Whatever  be  the  lot  of  others  hereafter,  you  hare 
reafoii  to  be  thankful  to  God  for  his  diftin^aiOnnpf  m?^ 
cy,  in  faving  you  from  thofe  flames  that  others  fall  intr»|j 
and  giving  you  good  hope  through  grace  of  glorifjring 
God  above  for  ever. 


Direct.  VIII.  Let  the  Sicknefs  and  Death  of  othew 
be  a  warning  to  you  in  time  of  Health,  to  wAt 
due  preparation  for  the  time  of  Sicknefj  and  <» 
Dying,  which  is  before  your  hand. 

WHEN  you  fee  your  friends  and  neighbours  in  % 
(%  •  ifickly,  weak,  or  dying  condition,  the  language  of  tl»c 
difpenfation  to  you  that  arc  in  health  is.  Prepare  ^^' 
iicknefs  alfo.  Nay,  the  feeble  voice  of  the  fick  dp*h 
proclaim  this  warning  as  loudly,  as  if  they  (hould  \^^ 
pp  their  voice  like  a  trumpet,  and  fay  to  you,  **  R-^ 
member  that  you  muft  lie  in  the  fame  cafe  ere  1or»gt 
you  ij\uft  alfo  groan  under  pain,  lofe  your  ftrength  »»^^ 
beauty,  leave  your  mirth  and  company,  bid  a(Ueu  to  ^^ 
the  world,  and  look  out  for  the  grim  mcffenger  deat^t 
that  is  coming  to  diflblve  the  earthly  tabernacle,  {ct^^ 
the  body  to  lie  in  a  putrifying  grave,  and  the  foul  ^ 
{land  before  God's  tribunal,  to  be  fentenced  to  an  ert^" 
lefs  ftate."  This  will  be  thy  cafe,  O  young  man,  ftro^^ 
man,  healthful  man,  as  really  in  a  little,  as  it  is  of  th^^^ 
now  before  your  eyes.  O  how  foon  will  it  come  !— ^ 
What  thoughts  will  you  then  have  of  this  world,  of  (5  **! 
and  vain  company  ?  Will  any  thing;  comfort  you,  th^^i 
but  the  favour  of  God,  the  love  of  Chrift,  and  the  f^ 
view  of  a  holy  well  fpent  life  ?  wherefore  do  with  ^ 
fliy  might  now  what  thy  hand  finds  to  do :  employ  t  S^ 
time  of  health  well  in  preparing  for  ficknefs,  and  ]e»'^^ 
nothing  to  do  in  time  of  ficknefs,  which  is  a  moft  kC^' 
fit  feafon  for  a  man  to  do  foul*work  and  falvation  wcr^' 
fn. 
It  I  fliall  begin' with  thofc  of  the  famihr  whr^^ 
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fie  harbinger  of  death  do  prefently  reGde.    Surely  the 
Warnings  oif  ficknef?  and  death  ought  to  be  louder  id 
jrourears  than  others,  and  mod  diligently  hearkened 
unto  by  you,  that  lodge  under  the  fame  roof  with  the 
tneflengers  of  the  king  of  terrors,     i.  Remember  that 
yord,  I  Pet.  v.  6.    "  Humble  yourfelves  therefore  un- 
der the  mighty  hand  of  God."     It  well  becomes  guilty 
linnersy  all  the  members  of  the  family,  to  be  humble  be- 
fore a  holy  God,  when  he  is  fmiting  any  of  the  Qum« 
)er/ Humbly  acknowledge  his  fovereignty  aiid  abfolute 
lominion  over  you,  faying,  '^  Lord  thoii  art  the  author 
tnd  founder  of  families,  and  thou  .mayed  a£&i£t  and 
)uni(h  them  as  thou  thinkeft  (it.     Thou  fctted  the  fo- 
itary  in  families,  and  muhiplieft  their  number;   and 
hou  mayeft  dimini(h  them,  yea,  lay  them  defolate  ac* 
ording  to  thy  pleafure.     Thou  mightefl  have  made  ail 
he  members  of  the  family  fick,  as  well  as  one  ;  thou 
lighted  have  given  a  deadly  blow  to  parents,  children 
nd  fervants  at  once  -,   yea,  have  made  the  houfe  iti 
liich  we  hve  a  common  grave,   and   buried   lis   all 
igether  in  its  ruins.'*     Humbly  acktiowledge  the  juf* 
?e  and  mercy  of  God  in  the  prefent  vifitation.  "  Lord, 
ftead  of  one,  we  all  deferved  to  have  been  thrown  on 
:k*bed8,  and  all  of  us  to  have  been  fmitten  by  death. 
hou  puniOiefl:  us  lefs  than  our  iniquities  deferve.'* 
cknowle(igc  alfo  God's  wifdom  and  love  in  the  prefent 
li£lion,  and  humbly  fubmit  to  take  the  cup  which  he 
th  mingled  for  you.     The  cup  which  our  heavenly 
ither  hath  ordered  for  his  family,  (hall  we  not  drink 
^     It  is  a  gracious  and  wife  God  that  doth  what  is 
•ne  in  the  family  ;  therefore  it  is  our  part  to  be  dumb^ 
id  not  to  open  our  mouth  to  quanel  it." 
2.  The  command  which  the  king  of  Nineveh  gave 
all  his  fubje^is,  when  threatened  with  ruin,  Jonah  iii. 
is  very  proper  for  a  mafter  of  a  family  to  give  to  all 
ider  his  charge,  when  Gckncfs  doth  rage  among  them : 
Faft,  and  cry  mightily  to  God,  arid  turn  eVery  one 
om  his  evil  way  : — Who  can  tell  if  God  will  turn  a- 
ay  from  his  fierce  anger,  that  we  periflb  not  ?"  wheii 
e  deftroying  angel  gets  a  commi(rion  to  fmite  families 
ith  mortal  and  in^edtious  difeafes,  which  fc^metimes 
G  g   3(  go 
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go  from  houfe  to  hoafe  like  a  plague,  fweeptng  many 
old  and  yoiiil^  off  the  ftagc  ;  then  efpccially  it  flioiiM 
be  a  time  of  tnighty  crying  and  pleading  with  God  foi 
mercy.     And,  fince  our  pleading  is  yhoHy  ineffe£hial, 
vrithout  an  atoning  facrificc  to  incenfed  Jufticc,  let  w 
not  forget  to  bring  the  all  fufficient  facrificc  of  Chrift's 
blood  along  with  us,  and  plead  this  with  Godforavertr    , 
ing  his  wrath  from  our  houfcs  and  families*   As  Mofes 
faid  to  Aaroh,  in  a  time  of  common  calamity.  Num. 
xiv.  46.  fo  may  I  fay  to  you  that  are  hcadd  of  famifiw, 
**  Take  a  cenfer  and  incenfe,  and  go  quickly  and  make 
an  atonement  for  them ;  for  there  is  wrath  gone  -prt 
from  the  Lord,  the  plague  is  begun/*  Bring  the  incenfc 
of  Chrift^s  fatisfaftion,  that  great  atonement  to  IHfiDC 
Jufticc,  which  was  typified  by  the  legal  •  facrifices  W 
oblations.     Humbly  and  earncftly  plead  that  great  fr* 
orifice  with  God,  for  turning  away  the  fiercenefsof  h»» 
wrath.     Get  the  bunch  of  hyffop,  faith,  in  order  to  t^t 
fprinklng  of  your  houfes  with  that  atoning  blood,  tb*J 
fo  you  and  your  families  may  be  among  the  prcfexT^* 
in  Chrill  Jefus 

La/llyf  Let  all  in  the  family  where  ficknefs  is,  at*^ 
efpccially  the  head  of  it  remember  that  word.  Job  x*a** 
23.  "  Thou  (halt  put  away  iniquity  far  from  thy  tab^^* 
naclcs."     God  hath  fent  ficknefs  with  this  mefiagc  t^ 
you,  "  Search  out  family  fins,  whether  of  emiffion  ^^ 
commiflTioh ;  mourn  over  them,  turn  from  them,  b^* 
ni{h  them  far  away.     Let  no  vice  lodge  under  yoi^  ^ 
Toof     Let  family-worfhip  be  no  more  neglefted,  no  ^ 
ilightly  performed.     Let  God  have  both  the  morning 
and  evening  facrificc."     Now,  if  the  members  of  thofS^ 
families  vifited  with  ficknefs,  who  are  in  health  for  th^^ 
prefent,  would  thus  humble  themfelves,  cry  to  God.^' 
plead  the  blood  of  Chrift,  2nd  reform  what  is  amifs  a--*^ 
mong  them  ;  the  prefent  affliftion  would  be  fandified^ 
and  they  in  fome  meafure  prepared  for  the  like  trial]^ 
when  God  (hall  be  pleafed  to  put  the  cup  in  thcix^ 
hands. 

'  IL  In  the  next  place,  let  me  warn  all  the  friends 
and  neighbours  of  the  fick,  whether  they  be  of  the  fa- 
'  mily 
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mily  or  not,  to  improve  the  day  of  health,  in  making 
ready  for  the  time  of  fickneG.  Be  much  in  the  exer- 
cife  of  felf  examination,  humiliation  for  fin,  believing  in 
(Sirift^  renewing  covenant  with  God,  mortifying  of  fin, 
trimming  the  lamp,  meditating  of  heaven,  living  by  faitb» 
deniednefs  to  the  world,  (ludying  to  overcome  the  love 
of  life  and  fears  of  death.  Concerning  all  which  I  have 
given  diredions  in  the  foregoing  chaptera  of  this  book, 
when  fpeaking  to  the  fick  and  the  diftrefled.  Thefe 
cicrcifes  are  not  only  proper  for  the  fick,  but  alfo  for 
thofe  in  health  ;  and  are  fuitable  preparations  for  fick- 
nefsand  death,  and  to  be  (ladled  by  all  men  in  every  co:i« 
ditkm.  But  there  are  fome  things  further  moll  necef- 
'Ary  to  be  minded  by  people  in  time  of  their* health,  in 
order  to  prepare  them  for  the  time  of  ficknefs  and  of 
^ywg,  before  it  come. 

1.  Make  your  latter  will,  and  keep  it  by  you,  that 
rou  may  not  be  incumbered  with  your  worldly  affairs, 
^Q  time  of  ficknefs,  or  at  a  dying  hour.  Surely  it  is 
n^eat  wifdom  to  put  this  work  by  hand  in  time  of 
health.  But  1  have  fpoken  largely  of  this  in  Ctiap.  !• 
^irca  VI. 

2.  Take  heed  in  time  of  health,  that  you  lay  not 
p  fad  provifion  againft  the  day  of  ficknefs,  by  your 
^relefs  and  untender  walk.  As  it  is  fin  that  brings  on 
ckne(s  upon  us,  fo  it  is  fin  that  imbitters  it  unto  us* 
^  bevirare  of  all  known  fin,  and  particularly  the  fins  of 
Archly  mindednefs,  unthankfuinefs  for  mercies,  luke- 
^armnefs  in  religion,  negleding  to  improve  Chrift,  ne- 
i-ed  of  prayer,  and  formality  in  it,  quenching  of  the 
pint,  falling  from  your  fird  love,  breach  of  vows,  mi& 
^trying  under  fignal  mercies,  finning  after  afflidlions, 
•turning  to  old  fins.  ~  Guard  againCl  thefe  evils  now 
J^  time  of  health,  otherwife  they  will  put  thorns  in  your 
tliow  where  ficknefs  cometh.     Dare  not  to  live  infuch 

courfe  as  you  would  not  adventure  to  die  in.  How 
O  you  know  but  your  next  (lep  may  be  into  tlie  grave  ? 
rxd  would  you  be  willing  to  lie  down  there  in  your  fins, 
^ith  earthly,  dead,  formal,  wandering,  and  unbelieving 
^arts  ? 

3.  Sit  loofe  from  the  world,  and  live  as  ilrangera 

in 
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in  it,  that  you  may  be  able  to  pack  up  and  be  gone  from 
it  upon  (hort  warninjj.  Let  death  find  you  dead  before 
hand,  dead  to  the  world.  If  your  affeAions  be  glewed 
to  the  world,  it  will  be  a  Yiolent  rending  and  fad  part- 
ing you  will  have  with  it  when  the  dying  hour  comedr 
You  will  be  ready,  like  Lot's  wife,  to  linger,  htflkcri 
and  look  greedily  back  again. 

4.  Keep  (hort  reckoning  with  God  and  confciencei 
that  you  may  not  have  old  fcores  to  reckon  upon  whc^ 
you  come  to  the  death  bed.     O  what  ftinging,  pai*t 
and  torment  may  one  fin  unmourned  for  coft  yoa  *^ 
that  time  !  let  confcience  then  bring  in  the  accoi^^^   • 
of  every  day  before  you  fleep,  and  fpcedily  makevf^  ^ 
very  controverfy  that  may  fall  out  between  God  and  i^T 
foul. 

5.  Dwell  much  upon  the  thoughts  of  death,  that  3^^ 
may  learn  to  be  acquainted  and  familiar  with  it,  as  "f^ 
was,  who  faid,  before-hand,  "  to  corruption.  Thou  ^^' 
my  father;  and  to  the  worm,  Thou  art  my  motf^*' 
and  my  fifter,"  Job  xvii.  14.  For  this  caufc  the  Eg^^ 
tians  ufed  to  place  a  dead  man's  fcuU  in  fome  C(^^* 
fpicuous  place  of  their  rooms ;  likewife  the  Jews  b  ^^ 
their  fepulchres  in  their  gardens  of  pleafure,  that  fo  ^ 
the  mid  II  of  their  delights  they  might  think  on  th^*' 
dying  time.  We  read  of  Philip,  king  of  Macedon,  th^' 
ordered  a  page  to  roufe  him  from  fleep  every  mornir^^ 
with  thcfe  words :  •*  O  king,  remember  that  thou  a^^ 
a  mortal  man."  By  this  often  repeated  leffi>n  he  1^* 
boured  to  humble  his  lofty  mind,  and  make  his  acqoair^'* 
tance  with  deatli,  that  it  might  not  feem  ilrange  or  fu^-** 
prifing  to  him,  when  it  ihould  a£tually  come  and  fnatct^ 
him  away. 

6.  Study  to  fpend  every  day  as  it  were  to  be  you^ 
iaft,  and  perform  every  duty  as  it  were  the  laft,  ftil^ 
looking  on  (icknefs  and  death  as  very  near.      TtfaC^ 
which   makes  moft  men  fo  unconcerned  about  fick^ 
nefs,  death,  and  eternity,  is,  they  view  them  as  things 
afar  oiF,  at  thirty  or  forty  years  diftance.      "  Thc]^ 
think  their  time  will  be  long  here :    Why  i   they  ar^ 
healthy,   of  a  0rong  conftitution,    and  ^eir  fathers 
lived  fo  long ;  which  furely  are   falfe  roles  to  judg^- 
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V    Jt  was  the  cxpcftation  of  Twany  years  that  helped 

on  the  ruin  of  that  rich  fool  in  the  gofpeK     It  were  far 

better  for  every  man  to  look  on  himfelf  as  ftanding 

every  day  and  nig^ht  at  the  very  door  of  eternity,  and 

bundreds  of  difeafcs  ready  to  open  the  door  to 'let  him 

in»    When  you  lie  down  at  night,  leave  your  heart  widi 

Chrift,  and  compofe  your  fpirit  fo,  as  if  you  were  not 

to  awake  till  the  heavens  were  no  more ;  for  certainly 

that  night  cometh,  of  which  you  will  never  fee  the  morn- 

in^,  or  that  morning  of  which  you  will  never  fee  the 

nipht.     But  which  of  your  mornings  or  nights  thefc 

will  be,  you  know  not,  feeing  your  times  are  not  in  you^ 

own  hand3. 

-7.  Set  apart  fome  time  daily  for  thinking  in  a  re- 
tired way  on  your  time  that  is  pad,  and  upon  eternity 
that  is  to  come.  The  negle6l  of  this  ;Juty  of  medita^ 
tion  and  retired  thinking,  is  very  prejudicial  both  to  the 
godly  and  ungodly.  It  was  David's  practice  to  think, 
and  to  think  upon  his  ways ;  which  engaged  him  to  re- 
form whatever  he  found  amifs  in  them,  Pfal.  cxix.  59/ 
Oh  !  it  is  the  ruin  of  many  a  foul,  they  are  utter  (Iran* 
^rs  to  this  way  of  thinking.  I  have  read  of  a  father^ 
who  on  his  death-bed  It  ft  it  as  a  folemn  charge  upon 
l»i^only  fon,  (who  was  a  prodigal)  that  he  (hould  fpend 
^  quarter  of  an  hour  every  day  in  retired  thinking,  and 
^«t  him  chufe  any  fubjeft  he  pleafed.  The  fon  thinks 
^his  an-  eaiy  taik»  undertakes  it,  and  after  his  father's 
^Cath  fet  himfelf  to  perform  his  promife  :  One  day  he 
thinks  upon  his  by- pad  pleafurcs;  another  day  he  con- 
^ves  his  future  delights ;  after  a  while  he  begins  to 
f*^ink  ferioufly  what  might  be  his  father's  defign  in  lay- 
^Hg  this  talk  upon  him  :  At  length,  he  thinks  his  father 
^^as  a  wife  and  good  man,  and  therefore  he  furely  in- 
tended and  hoped,  that,  among  the  reft  of  his  medita- 
tions, he  would  fome  time  or  other  think  of  religion. 
^^hen  this  had  trutly  poflcfied  his  thoughts,  one  thought 
^nd  queftion  comes  upon  the  back  of  another,  about  his 
^y-paft  life  aiid  future  (late  that  he  could  not  contain 
"imfclf  in  fo  (hort  a  confinement,  but  was  that  night 
without  flcep  i  yea,  and  afterwards  could  have  no  reft 
^^U.he  became  ferioufly  religious.     O  that  I  could  per« 

(uade 
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faade  all  carelefs  and  unthinking  fouls  to  go  and  ia^ 
likewife  !  Ah,  how  many  fpend  their  days  in  a  hurrjr 
about  worldly  aftiirs,  ind  peri(h  for  want  of  thinks 
ing !  ' 

8.  Among  other  fubjefts  of  your  retired  thoQght%  . 
fpend  fome  rime  in  thinking,  how  awful  and  terrible  ^^' ' 
thing  it  mud  be  for  a  poor  Chriillcfs  foul  to  make  itf  * 
appearance  before  an  angry  God  after  death  :  For  who 
(faid  the  Prophet)  can  dwell  with  devouring  fire  ?  Whi 
can  abide  with  everlafting  burnings?  1  have  read  of  ^  - 
certain  king  of  Hungary,  who  being  on  a  time  manrd^. 
loufly  fad  and  heavy,  his  brother,  who  was  a  briOc  af^^ 
gallant  man,  would  needs  know  the  reafon :    •*  Cfc 
brother^  (faid  he)  I  have  been  a  great  fioncr  agaU^^ 
God,  and  I  know  not  how  I  (hall  appear  before   I^ 
judgmcnt-feat.'*     His  brother  anfwered,  ••  Thcfc    •»* 
but  melancholy  thoughts  *,"  and  fo  made  light  of  th^^ 
as  moft  courtiers  ufe  to  do.     The  king  replied  nothS^ 
at  that  time ;  but  the  cuftom  of  that  country  was,  (clc 
government  being  abfolute)  if  the  executioner  found  <^ 
a  trumpet  at  a  man's  door,  he  was  prefently  to  be  S^^ 
to  execution.     The  king  fent  the  executioner  in  tJ^ 
dead  of  the  night,  and  caufed  him  to  found  his  trii^^ 
pet  before  his  brother's  door,  who  hearing  and  feei^^jC 
the  mcffenger  of  death,  fprang  in  trembling  into  t^^ 
brother's  prefencc,  falls  down  upon  his  knees,  and  fc^" 
fecches  the  king  to  let  him  know  wherein  he  had  ^^^* 
fended  him.     •*  O  brother  (faid  the  king)  you  ne«^^ 
offended  me,  but  loved  me  ;  but  is  the  fight  of  an  ear  ^^ 
ly  executioner  fo  terrible  to  thee ;  and,  (hall  not  I.  yr^^ 
am  fo  great  a  finner,  fear  much  more  to  be  brought       ^^ 
the  judgment-feat  of  an  angry  God  ?" 

9«  Think  often  how  religioufly  men  ufe  to  wifli  tta-^T 
had  lived  when  they  come  to  the  fick  and  dyl  ^6 
time.  Thofe  who  have  fpent  their  time  moft  carelefs  ^1^ 
begin  to  have  other  notions  of  religion  when  they  C^^ 
the  grim  mcffenger  approaching.  Go  to  their  h^^' 
fides  and  afk  them.  Whether  floth  or  d}Kgcnce,  ic^^^ 
mality  or  fervency,  drinking  or  prayer,  loving  t^^^ 
world  or  loving  Chrift,  be  the  beft;  would  they  i»^ 
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A  yoii,  that  there  arc  none  fo  wife  a$  they  that  are 
jnoft  religious  ^  Think,  Q  man  in  heahh,  with  thyfelf, 
if  thou  was  juft  now  upon  thy  death- bed,  and  faweft 
%  friends  (landing  mourning  round  about  thee,  but 
uurble  to  help  thee»  what  wou!d  be  thy  thoughts  and 
di&ourfe  at  that  time  ?  O  then,  let  fome  of  the  fame 
^ghts  and  difcourfe  fill  up  every  day  and  hour  of  thy 
ifc  now.  Why  ?  Thou  knowcft  not  but  this  moment 
hott  mayeft  be  as  near  death  as  if  thy  friends  and  phy 
idans  ii^ewtfe  were  defpatring  of  thy  life,  and  had  given 
oa  over  for  dead. 

10.  Be  employed  now  in  fighting  the  good  fight  of 
ith.  You  have  many  enemies  to  deal  with,  and 
5ath  is  the  laft  of  them.  Would  you  obtain  the  vic- 
►ry  over  them  ?  Then  get  on  the  Chriftian  armour, 
id  make  much  wit  of  the  (hield  of  faith.  We  read  iq 
€  book  of  Efther,  that  king  Ahafuerus  would  not  recal 
iQ  proclamation  he  had  emitted  againfl  the  Jews ;  but 
s  gave  them  full  liberty  to  take  up  arns  tp  defend 
^emfelves,  and  attack  their  enemies  i  So  here,  God 
til  not  recal  the  fentence  of  death  he  hath  pafied  on 
I  men  in  the  garden  -,  but  nevefthelefs  he  allows,  yea^ 
>Qimiifionates  all  true  Ifraelites  to  take  up  arms  a- 
itift  death,  to  conquer  and  trample  it  under  foot  by 
tb. 

X^qftiy^  Be  diligent  now  in  health,  providing  and  lay- 
g  up  a  ftock  againd  the  time  of  ficknefsand  affliftionj; 
Wch  may  contribute  to  your  comfortable  living  theil 
^xcn  the  world's  good  things  will  be  taftelefs  and  com- 
ttlefs  to  you.  As  they  who  have  a  voyajje  to  go,  do 
2ual  the  (hip,  and  thofe  who  have  a  fiege  to  hold  put, 
fcc  in  provifiop  \  even  fo  do  yo\i. 

i.  Get  a  ftock  of  graces  agaiiift  that  time,  cfpecially 
ftock  of  faith,  of  patience,  of  humility,  felf- denial, 
c.  There  will  be  ufe  for  all  thcfe  then.  A  little 
ace,^  or  a  little  faith,  is  not  enough;  for  this  will 
im  iinder  great  agli£lions.  '  We  read,  Matt.  xiv.  that, 
bth  the  winds  began  to  blow  fiercely,  Peter's  little 
ith  began  10  fail.     Yoxi  have  need  of  a  great  ftieafure 

patience  againft  that  time,  that  you  may  wait  pa- 
5ntly  on  God  till  he  come  to  your  relief.  You  know 
Vol.  I.  H  h  not 
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not  but  lie  may  letigthf  n  out  your  trials,  and  tarry  tUi 
the  fottifth  watch  6t  the  night  before  he  come  with  delt* 
Vcrance. 

'  a.  Provide  a  Rock  of  evidences  or  marks  of  pracc, 
and  of  the  love  of  God,  that  you  may  be  able  to  rfert 
your  iriterefl  in  him  as  your  portion  in  Chrill,  and  may 
be  perfuadcd  that  reither  death  nor  life  will  ever  fepi- 
rate  you  from  him.  r. 

3.  Get  a  (lock  of  divine  experience*.  Liy  up  aHlhe 
experiences  you  have  had  of  God's  loving-kindnefs,  tpd 
thcfe  will  give  greater  relief  and  encouragement  to  the 
foul  in  the  day  of  diftrefs. 

4.  Lay  up  a  ftock  of  fcrmons.  Treafure  up  the 
counfeU  and  cordials  which  they  brin^  you  from  God's 
word,  that  fo  you  may,  according  to  Ifa.  xiii.  33.  kof 

for  the  time  to  cotne ;  and  efpecially  for  fick-beds,  when 
you  cannot  get  fermons  to  hear.  Then  it  if,  that  you 
ought  to  live  and  feed  upon  the  fermons  you  have 
heard. 

5.  Lay  up  a  ftock  of  prayers.  Be  much  in  wrcft- 
ling  with  God  for  help  and  through- bearing  in  the  day 
of  affliftion ;  and  fo  you  may  expeft  the  gracious  re- 
turns thereof  in  the  day  of  calamity* 

9.  Provide  a  ftock  of  promifes.  Be  now  gatherinfj 
thefe  fwect  cordials  from  God's  word,  lay  them  upi*» 
your  heart  and  memory,  and  they  will  be  very  rcfrelh* 
ing  and  fupporting  to  you  in  the  day  of  afflifJion. 


Direct*  IX.  Let  thofe  who  are  in  health  fet  about  the 
work  of  Repentance,  and  turning  to  God  in  Chrift 
timeoufly  and  quickly :  And  beware  of  delaying 
this  work  until  the  time  of  fickncfs  and  dying, 

GOD*s  command  to  you  is,  to  fet  about  the  woffc 
prcfently  without  any.  delay,  Heb.  lii.  ij.  *•  To-day  il 
you  will  hear  his  voice,  harden  not  your  hearts."  Matt 
xxi.  28.  ^*  Go  work  to  day  in  my  vineyard."  Ecd 
xi}«  i«  **  Remember  now  thy  Creator  in  the  davs  of  th; 
youthp*'    Wc|J|  God's  voice  to  you,  O  m^w  m  health  i 

toda] 
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to-day«.  But  the^devil's  voice  is  to-morrow  And  which 
q{  the  two  will  you  hearken  to  ?  furely  it  is  your  wif- 
dom  to  obey  the  voice  of  your  Greater  and  Friend,  and 
ootof  your  enemy  and  deft royer.  :  tVhy  ?  To-day  thou 
«rr  in  heahh,  to*morrow  thou  mayeft  be  in  ficknefs  i 
to  day  tiiou  art  on  earth,  to-morrow  thou  mayeft  be  u;i 
hdl  [  to-day  Chrift  is  inviting  you  to  come  to  him,  to* 
nonow  he  may  be  fentencing  you  to  depart  from  him* 
Apd  confider>  that  the  devil,  who  tempts  you  to  delay 
this  (by,  will  be  as  ready  to  tempt  you  to  the  fame  to^ 
morrow;  and  fo  the  devil's  to-morrow  will  never  come* 
_     It  will  dill  be  to-morrow  with  him  till  the  lad  hour, 

f*  that  fo  he  may  get  you  beguiled  out  of  your  whole  time 
^^iid  ialyation  together. 
Here  I  fliall  endeavour  two  things  !  i.  Bring  argu* 
'HQeots  to  pesfuade  you  to  repent  and  cleft;  with  the  of- 
fers of  Chrift  prefently,  without  any  delay,  as  God  re* 
quires.  2.  Shew  the  evil  and  danger  of  delaying  till 
^he  time  of  ficknefs  atid  of  dying.  As  to  the  firfl:,  viz. 
Arguments  for  prefent  repentance,  and  againft  delaying 
the  work : 

i;  Confider  the  uncertainty  of  your  life  and  tirpe  to 

Repent-     Your  life  is  but  a  vapour,  a  little  warm  breath 

]^^lxat  iv  going  out  and  in  at  your  noftrilSy  which  may  be 

ftopped  by  death  ere  you  be  aware  \  thou,  knoweil  not 

^hat  will  be  to-  morrow,  Prov^  xxvii.  1 .    It  was  the  fay- 

*»ig  of  a  godly  man,  when  invited  to  a  feaft  uppn  the 

**iorrow,  "  1  have  not  had  a  morrow  for  thefe  many 

Vearf^*'  Lt  was  a  bad  ufe  thefe  Epicureans  made  of  this 

Uncertainty,  Ifa.  xxii.  13.  **  Let  us  eat  and  dripk  for  to- 

•*iorrow  we  Ihall  die  ".It  is  much  wifer  tofay,  '•  Let  us 

Pt-^y  and  turn  to  the  Lord,  for  to-morrow  we  Iball  die.*' 

^ay,  you  have  no  fecurity  for  one. hour  to  repent  in  j 

^r  God  hath  a  thoufand  difeafes  and  accidents  ready  to 

Hop  your  breath  and  end  your  days,  whenever  he  pleaf- 

^th  to  give  them  orders.     There  are  many  fecure  fm- 

*^er6,  who  prefume  on  long  life,  but  there  are  none 

*icarcr  to  dcftruclion  than  fuch  -,  for  God  loves  to  dif- 

dppoint  thole  that  promife  themfelves  a  long  life  in  (in 

^nd  impenitcncy,  as  he  did  that  rich  man  who  was  lay- 

^^g  up  for  many  years,  Luke  xii.  19.  *'  This  night  fhall 

H  h  2  thy 
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thy  (bul  be  required  of  thee.**  And  O  what  9  dark  Mt-  J 
difmal  nigbt  will  it  be,  if  death  comes  before  thy  repei^^" 
taqce  !  O  man,  fhou  never  didft  He  down  oii<^  niel^^t 
^ith  aflurance  of  rifin^  a^atn  ;  thou  nerer  didft  dffai^^ 
one  breath  with  aflurance  of  drawing  another,  l^lia^  ^ 
tnadncfs  is  it  then  to  dehy  falvation  work  one  diy  o^^* 
hour  longer,  and  fo  to  leave  the  weightieft  matter  in  A^^ 
world  at  the  greateft  uncertainty  !  -       -     _ 

2.  C^nGder,  that  though  God  in  his  HuudLll'u^ff 
mercy  and  pjniencc  (hould  prolong  vour  days,'  yet-th«^* 
longed  life  is  (hort  enough  for  the  work  you  have  to  do^  ^ 
fdppofe  you  begin  it  prtfently.  Nay,  had  you  Methn-*  ■** 
falcm's  years  to  fpend,  they  would  be  n)  more  diaa 
fufBcient  to  repent  and  mourn  for  the  (ins  arni  guilt 
which  you  have  been  fo  long  contraflTmg ;  to  petmm 
and  amend  the  many  things  that  have  been  •zmih\  to 
perform  all  the  duties  incumbent  on  you }  to  make  fare 
your  calling  and  ele^lion,  and  put  your  fouls  in  a  ^ood 
pofture  and  preparation  for  an  eternal  ftate,  and  get 
them  made  meet  to  be  partakers  of  the  inheritance  of 
the  faints  in  light.  Now,  do  you  think  that  all  &i% 
work  can  be  done  in  an  inftant,  or  in  a  time  of  ficknefs 
or  old  age>  when  you  are  hardly  fit  to  do  any  thing  ?— * 
When  a  man's  fpirit  is  unable  to  bear  the  iofirobities  of 
nature^  hoW  will  he  be  able  to  bear  the  lafties  of  a  guil- 
ty confcience,  or  a  wounded  fpirit  i  When  the  under- 
(landing  is  weak,  the  memory  frail,  the  will  obftinate- 
ly  bent  the  wrong  way,  by  a  long  cuftom  of  finning 
and  negle£ting  of  duty  ;  will  that  be  a  fit  time  to  be- 
gin the  work  of  repentance  and  converfion  to  God  ? 
When  nature  is  decayed,  and  the  candle  of  life Juft 
finking  in  the  focket,  will  you  begin  then  to  a£t  for  God, 
and  make  your  light  (hine  before  men  to  his  glory  ?  O 
remember,  your  work  is  long,  your  time  is  (hort,  and 
though  you  begin  this  very  hour,  you  will  have  no  time 
to  fpare. 

3*  Delay  not  this  work,  becaufe  it  is  not  in  youf 
power  to  do  it  when  you  pleafe.  It  is  adefufion  of  the 
devil,  to  imagine  you  may  repent  when  you  will.  No, 
no ;  it  is  God  only  that  giveth  repentance,  aud  he  gives 
it  when,  and  to  whom  he  pleafcth,  Afls  v*  31.  And 

it 
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itii  a  nicft  pcradvcnturc,  if  tvtr  he  gif  e  it  to  a  delaj- 
Sug  finder^  2  Tim.  ii.  25.  When  is  it  that  you  may 
AftaTC  hopes  he^iH  ^ive  repentance,  but  ^vfien  he  calls 

g>U  to  it,  and  prefcribes  means  to  be  ofed  for  that  end  ^ 
ow,  that  is,  Kvday.  **  To-day,  if  ye  will  hear  his 
"^oice :  Now  is  the  accepted  time,  now  is  the  day  of  faU 
^j^tipni"  To-day,  when  God  is  calling,  and  the  Spirit 
Arising,  is  the  time  of  finding  the  Lord,  and  ^rcttingr  re^ 
pentance  from  him.  To  morrdw  it  may  be  too  late ; 
^he  Lord^s  hand  may  ^  clofed,  and  the  door  of  mtxdj 
Ch»t«  If  you  refufe  the  Spirit  when  he  drives  with 
you,  he  may  feave  you,  and  never  put  another  ferious 
^liotsghc  in  your  heart  of  turning  to  the  Lord.  O  de*. 
4Scr  not  feeking  repentance  till  it  be  too  late  ;  for  there 
&^  a  time  when  the  Lord  will  not  be  found,  and  then  re- 
X^entanoe  will  not  be  found,  though  you  feek  it  with  tears, 
Kndeed,  God  hath  promifed  mercy  to  penitent  finners  ; 
^aat^he  hath  no  where  promifed  the  aids  of  his  grace 
«ftnd  Spirit  to  them  that  put  off  their  repentance :  and 
Sic  hath  no  where  promifed  acceptance  to  mere  grief 
«ftnd  forrow  for  (in,  without  faith  and  fruits  meet  for  re- 
pentance ;  he  hath  no  where  promifed  to  pardon  thofe, 
^y^ho  at  laft  promtfe  to  leave  their  fins^  when  they  caa 
Sceep  them  no  longer. 

4*  The  longer  repentance  atid  clofrng  with  Chrift  ts 

Relayed,  the  difficulty  thereof  is  every  day  increafcd.— 

'St^lhj  }  I.  Becaufe  of  the  deceitful  nature  of  fin,  which 

«3oth  daily  bewitch  and  harden  the  heart  more  and  more 

in  idle  pradice  of  it.     2.  Cudom  in  any  thing  hath  a 

Cliange  influence  on  us,  and  becomes  a  kind  of  fecond 

tiature,  and  breeds  an  almoil  invifible  inclination  to 

^vhatCoever  we  have  long  addidied  ourfelves  unto,  whi<- 

ther  it  be  in  a£^ion  natural  or  moral*     Hence  Ovid 

pVes  that  good  advice. 

^ed  proper  a  ^  net  te  ventures  diffeir  in  boras : 
■^»/  non  eft'hodie^  eras  minus  aptus  erit. 

Be  fpecdy ;  put  not  off  till  another  time  : 
He  who  IS  not  prepared  to  day,  will  be  more  un« 
prepared  to-morrow. 


246  DirtBions  to  Frie/ids 

He  that  goes  on  from  day  to  day,  in  fin,  will  find  h 
indifpofition  to  repent  daily  increafed,  the  habits  of  I 
ftrengthened*  and  himfelf  brought  at  length  under  tl 
power  of  an  inveterate  cuftom.  And  if  it  be  hard  1 
break  any  cufiom,  much  more  a  cuftotn  in  finnin] 
which  is  fo  ajrreeabic  to  depraved  nature.  Hence,  iait 
the  Spirit  of  God,  Jer.  xiii.  23.  "  Can  the  Ethiopia 
change  his  (kin,  or  the  Leopard  his  fpots  ?  Hien  ma 
ye  alfo  do  good,  that  sire  accuftomcd  to  do  evil.'*  ; 
The  longer  Satan  keeps  poflefiioQs  the  ntore  difficult  wi 
his  eje£lion  prove.  The  devils  that  poffeffed  the  ma 
from  the  womb  up,  could  not  be  caft  out  but  by  fonr 
extraordinary  way.  4.  Delays  bring  on  fpiritual  jad( 
ments  from  God,  fuch  as  judicial  hardnefs  on  the  hear 
which  will  make  repentance  impoflible,  according  1 
that  terrible  place,  Ifa,  vi.  9.  10.  *•  Make  the  hearts 
this  people  fat,"  Sec  Which  is  quoted  no  lefs  than  fi 
times  in  the  New  Teftament,  as  if  it  belonged  onlyi 
them  that  linger  and  fit  impenitent  under  gofpel-call 

Lafl/y^  We  would  reckon  fuch  delays  madnefs  i 
earthly  aifairs,  which  are  but  trifles  when  compared  I 
falvation-work.  Ifa  man's  houfe  were  on  fire,  we  woul 
count  him  mad,  if  he  would  fay,  it  is  time  enough  1 
quench  it  to-morrow  :  or  if  he  were  ftung  with  a  vi 
nemous  ferpent,  he  would  be  mad  that  negle£le&  1 
feek  a  prcfent  cure  :  or,  if  he  had  got  poifon  in  his  ft< 
mach,  he  would  never  think  he  could  foon  enough  vi 
mit  it  up.  If  a  malefador  were  condemned  to  a  cm 
death  to-morrow,  but  had  a  promife  of  a  remifllon, 
he  (hould  look  after  it  to  day  j  would  he  be  fo  foolii 
as  delay  it  till  nexc  morning  ?  But  how  much  great* 
niadncfs  is  it  to  delay  repenting  and  fleeing  to  Chrii 
when  God's  calls  and  promifes  relate  to  the  prefei 
time,  and  our  danger  in  delaying  is  infinitely  great 
than  in  any  of  the  forefaid  cafes  ?  Surely  there  isr 
fting  fo  dangerous,  no  poifon  fo  deadly  as  fin  ;  and  ca 
we  too  foon  feck  after  the  balm  of  Gilead,  the  blood  i 
Chrift  for  its  -cure  i  There  is  no  death  like  the  fecor 
death,  no  fire  fo  dreadful  as  the  eternal  fire  of  God 
wrath;  now  this  tire  i^  already  kindled  againft  yoi 
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iTouh;  and  if  it  be  not  timccnifly  quenched,  it  will  burn 
to  the  loweft  hell.  Lofe  no  time  to  get  it  cxtinguiflicd, 
bkjf  fleeing  to  the  blood  of  Jefus. 

II.  The  next  thing  is  to  (how  the  evil  and  danger  of 
•delaying  this  work  until  the  time  of  ficknefs  and  dying* 
Alas,  It  is  the  common  pradice  of  the  moft  part  ! '  but 
crpn(|der,   1,  What  wretched  ingratitude  and  bafenefe 
*lberc  as  in  it.     V/hether  is  it  fit  ye  fhould  give  the  bcft 
<3>f  your  time  to  God  that  made  you,  or  to  the  devil  that 
4^ek8  your  dcftruftion  ?  Is  it  rcafonable  that  the  devil 
Oiould  feaft  on  the  flower  and  prime  of  your  youth  and 
ftrpngth,  and  your  Creator  have  no  other  but  the  fr^g- 
ir^icnts  of  the  devil's  table  ?    When  the  dregs  of  your 
^imc  arc  come,  your  ftrengtli  gone,  your  fenfe^  failed, 
your  underftanding  and  memory  weak,  your  afFedlions 
<pent  upon  the  creature,  yea,  when  you  arc  good  for  no^ 
^hing  elfe;  will  ye  be  fo  bafe  as  think  you  are  then 
^goojd  enough  for  God,  and  for  falvation-work,   which 
»*cquires  all  your  ftrength  and  might  i  But  remembert 
if  you  be  fo  bafe  as  to  referve  the  dregs  of  your  time  for 
^Uod,  you  mayexpeft  he  will  be  fo  juit  as  to  referve  the 
^rcg«  of  liis  wrath  for  you,  according  to  that  word,  MaU 
5  .  14.  **  Curfed  be  the  deceiver,  which  hath  in  his  flo:k 
^  male,  and  facrificeth  unto  the  Lord  a  corrupt  thing.'* 
"^othr  youth,  ftrength,  health,  gifts,  talents,  ate  the  males 
^r>f  the  flock;  if  you  give  ihtfe  to  the  d*.^vil,  atid  re- 
serve the  weaknefs  of  ficknefs  and  old  age  for  God,  you 
^raw  down  his  cuife  upon  your  heads  ^  and  how  long 
'^ifriW  you  be  able  to  bear  up  under  the  weight  of  God's 
^:urfc  ?  Now,  O  delaying  firiners,  whylhould  you  bi  fo 
"%ingrateful  to  God,  and  injurious  to  yourfelvts  ?  God 
%ad  early  thoughts  of  mercy  to  you  ;  and  will  you  have 
Clothing  but  late  thoughts  of  duty  to  him?  Chrift  did 
:sioc  defer  his  dying  for  us  till  he  was  old  ;  and  (hall  we 
^cfer  living  to  him,  till  we  be  old  ^  Oh,  we  do  not  deal 
'V^ith  God  as  we  would  have  him  deal  with  us.     When 
^  ^c  need  help  in  trouble,  we  cry,  as  Pfal.  cii.  2   **  Lord 
licar  ixie ;  in  the  day  when  i  call,  anfwer  me  fpeedily." 
To-day  we  ftill  make  the  feafon  of  mercy,  but  to  mor- 
low  the  feafon  for  duty.     When  mercy  is  delayed,  we 
impatiently  cry,  how  long  ?  hbw  long  ?  We  will  not 
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wait  God's  holy  Wfurr.  Bar,  a^as!  wc  would  havi 
God  to  wait  our  finful  leifure .  Oh  let  us  be  afhamed 
of  fuch  difingcnuou<j  dcal'ng^'  with  our  Creator. 

2.  Death  may  pet  a  commiflion  to  take  you  off  Aid- 
denly,  withr  ut  giving  you  any  time  to  repent      You  ar^ 
not  fure  to  fee  the  evening  ftar  of  (icknefs,  before  the 
night  of  death  overtake  you,  or  that  you  will  have  anj 
warning  given  you  before  the  fatal  ftroke.     For  bow 
many  are  there  who  projeft  long  lives,  and  look  for 
tiire  before  death  to  repent,  that  gt!t  a  furpriHng  call  to 
remove  from  the  earrhly  tabernaclr,  and  have  not  one 
minute  to  provide  another  lodging  ?    How  many  are 
drowned  by  a  fudden  ftorm  at  lea  ?     And  how  many 
killed  by  outward  accidents  on  land  ?     Some  drop  down 
fuddenly  in  the  (Ircets  ;  fom.e  die  fitting  in  their  chairs  |^ 
fome  go  well  to  bed  at  night,  and  never  fee  the  morning; 
fome  die  as  quickly  by  a  fit  of  an  epilepfy  or  apoplexyi 
as  if  fhot  with  a  gun.     Thus  thoufands  ar^  hurried  inta 
eternity,  and  prefented  before  a  tribunal,  withput  being 
allowed  fo  much  time  as  to  think  one  ferious  thought,  or 
fpeak  one  word  ?  not  one  moment  to  con  fid  er  where  they 
are  going,  or  to  cry  to  God  for  mercy.     And  how  know 
you  but  this  may  be  yc  ur  cafe  at  death  ?  Muft  it  not  be 
the  greateft  folly  then,  to  delay  your  repentance  to  a 
dying  time,  when  your  life  may  not  be  one  minute  lon- 
ger? 

3.  Though  you  may  have  fome  time  to  lie  on  fickv 
beds,  how  know  ye  but  your  ficknefs  may  be  fuch  a^ 
fhall  incapacitate  you  for  fpiritual  woik  ?  Sorne  we  fee 
are  fo  opprtfled  with  continual  (lumbering  and  fleeping, 
even  whtn  death  is  ncareil,  that  they  are  in  no  c^feto 
thirk  or  fptak  of  thefe  things  that  belong  to  their  etcr* 
nal  ftate.  Others,  in  high  fevers,  are  troubled  with  rov- 
ings  ;  and  have  no  ufe  of  their  reafon,  fo  that  they  arc 
not  capable  to  fettle  their  worldly  affairs',  and  howmuc^ 
lefs  are  they  fit  to  fecure  their  foul's  eternal  concerns  at 
that  time  ?  Some  again,  are  fo  racked  with  extreme 
pains  and  agonies,  impatient  frettings,  and  bitter  uncafi- 
nefs,  that  they  cannot  get  one  fettled  thought  about 
their  fouls  prefent  or  future  ftate.  Others  are  fo  filled 
with  terror  and  amazement,  at  the  view  of  approaching 
death  and  eternity,   that  they  cannot  compofe  their 
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thoughts,  to  examine  thentfelves,  confefs  their  Ghg,  afl: 
taith  in  a  Saviour,  or  follow  any  dire£lion  that  is  given 
dicm;  but  go  off  the  ftage  in  a  confuHon,  being  incapa^ 
Ue  to  do  any  thing  to  purpofe  for  their  fouls.  Some 
their  diftcmpcr  is  fuch,  that  they  are  brought  to  a  great 
ftnit  between  the  word  of  God  and  the  phyficiah.  The 
word  of  God  and  his  minifters  tell  them,  if  they  do  not 
mourn  for  their  fins,' and  wreftle  for  mercy,  they  cannot 
be  faved  :  but,  faith  the  phyfician,  if  you  trouble  your- 
fclf  with  fad  and  melancholy  thoughts,  you  prejudice 
your  body>  and  hazard  your.  life.  O  !  is  this  a  fit  time 
then  to  begin  your  preparation  for  another  world  ? 

4.  The  Spirit  of  God  being  long  refifted  and  vex- 
ed by  many  in  the  day  of  health,  he  is  provoked  to  leave 
them  on  death- beds  to  the  hardnefs  of  their  own  hearts : 
and  fo  they  remain,  like  (locks  and  (tones,  dead  and 
ftupid  to  the  laft. 

5.  The  devil,  that  was  bufy  all  your  lives  to  keep 
you  from  repentance,  will  not  be  idle  at  this  time  ;  nay, 
ht  will  be  more  aftive  then  than  ever  to  ruin  you,  either 
by  caufing  you  to  fplit  on  the  rock  of  prefumption  or  of 
defpair.  Sometimes  he  will  tell  finners  then,  "  You 
need  not  trouble  yourfelves  about  your  fouls  :  God  is 
J^orc  merciful  than  to  damn  you  ;  the  repentance  you 
We  already,  will  fcrve  the  turn."  But  if  this  will  not 
^uiet  them,  he  will  (ludy  to  drive  them  to  defpair,  by 
telling  them,  "  They  have  loft  the  fcafon  of  repen- 
tance and  clofing  with  Chrift  ;  and  now  there  is  no  re- 
medy, no  hope  for  them,  and  it  is  in  vain  to  ufe  any 
further  means."  O  then,  do  not  hearken  to  Satan  now, 
^hen  he  tempts  you  to  delay  your  repentance. 

6.  Whatever  appearance  of  repentance  fome  dying 
petfons  may  have,  let  that  be  no  encouragement  to  put 
^ff  till  that  time.  Why,  there  lieth  a  juit  fufpicion  upon 
5^  late  repentance,  that  it  is  feldom  found  and  fincere. 
It  is  no  found  work,  that  arifeth  more  from  fears  of  hell, 
than  from  any  real  hatred  of  fin ;  more  from  love  to 
fclF,  than  love  to  God.  And  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  death- 
bed repentance  is  moftly  of  this  fort,  feeing  ordinarily  it 
<^nfifteth  more  in  grief  and  fear,  prayers  and  promifes, 
Aan  in  a  hearty  loathing  of  fin,  love  to  holinefs,  or  will- 
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ingnefs  to  accept  of  Jefus  Chrift  :  For  have  Wtfllot  JB 
many  of  thefe  penitents,  who,  in  the  view  of  death,  hi 
proFefled  great  forrow  for  their  wicked  live8»  and  itaid 
fplemn  promifes  of  amendment }  yet  when  th^y  h 
happened  to  recover,  all  their  righteoufnefs  hath  vanii 
ed,  and  they  have  returned  to  their  former  Cns  as  grca 
]y  as  ever  ?  And,  O  delaying  fmner,  what  ground  ha^ 
you  to  think  that  your  death-bed  repentance  wilibeai 
better  than  theirs  ?  Be  wife  then  in  time,  fct  hcaiti 
about  falvation-work  in  the  day  of  your  health,  and(! 
not  leave  the  weightieft  work  to  the  weakeft  time. 

ObjeH.  !•  •*  But  hath  not  God  promifed  mercy  J 
them  that  repent  of  their  fins  at  any  time  ?" 

jinf  Yes,  to  them  that  repent  truly  and  finccrclj 
But  do  not  think  that  it  is  in  your  power  to  repent  1( 
at  any  time  you  pleafe  ;  no,  it  is  irrpoffible  you  can  i 
it  without  the  influence  and  afliftance  of  th^  Spirit  i 
God.  And  God  hath  no  where  promifed  this  to  tho 
that  put  off  their  repentance  to  a  death  bed.  Thcri 
a  great  difference  between  a  fick  man's  howling  upc 
his  bed,  and  fmcerc  goipel- repenting.  I  grant,  tn 
repentance  is  never  too  late ;  but  O  !  late  repentan< 
is  feldom  true.  True  repentance  is  that  which  hath 
care  to  walk  holily,  or  hath  work  meet  for  repentant 
joined  with  it.  Hence  repentance  is  not  only  calk 
Mttamiay  a  change  of* mind ;  but  alfo  Aietame/eia,  a 
after  care.  Now  for  a  deathbed  repentance,  that  hat 
v.o  fuch  holy  care  or  good  works,  I  know  nopromifei 
the  Bible  that  annexeth  falvation  unto  it. 

Ohjccl.  II.  *•  Do  not  we  read  in  Chrift's  parable  < 

the  labourers,  Mat-xx.  that  fome  were  hired  and  brougl 

ill  to  the  vineyard  at  the  eleventh  hour,  and  got  tl 

fame  reward  with  tliofe  that  were  hired  at  the  third ac 

.  fixth  hour  ?'* 

Ar/,  I.  Thefe  that  weie  brought  in  fo  late,  cou 
f;ty  for  themfelves,  ver.  6.  *'  that  no  man  had  hir< 
them,"  or  had  offered  to  hire  them  before  ;  they  d 
no  fooner  hear  the  gofpel-call,  and  offers  of  falvati* 
through  Chrift  tendered  to  them.     But  O !  this  v» 
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ftand  you  in  no  ftead,  who  have  had  many  a  call  and 
offer  made  you  at  the  third,  fixth,  and  ninth  hour,  «^nd 
ftavc  refilled  and  refufed  them :  you  will  not  have  it  to 
(ay  at  the  eleventh  hour,  as  thefe  had,  "  No  man  hath 
hnred  us.** 

a.  Thefc  men,  though  they  came  in  but  at  the  e- 
ferenth  hour,  and  not  being  fooncr  hired,  yet  they 
were  labourers  in  the  vineyard,  and  wrought  one  hour 
herein  faithfully,  in  obedience  to  their  Lord's  com- 
mand ;  and  fo  brought  forth  fomc  fruits  meet  for  re- 
jpentance,  and  were  accepted.  But  this  is  no  encou- 
ragement to  any  to  cxpeft  to  be  brought  in  at  the 
twelfth  hour,  when  there  is  po  time  to  work,  nor  bring 
forth  any  fruits  to  teftify  the  fincerity  of  their  repent- 
^e;  we  have  no  promife  of  acceptance  made  to 
iuch. 

Ok/eff»  in.  *'  The  penitent  thief  on  the  crofs  fought 
mercy  from  Chrift  at  the  iaft  hour,  and  got  it/' 

Atj/l  That  is  a  lingular  inftance,  and  gives  no  en- 
couragement to  delaying  finners.  The  fcriptures  con- 
Uinahiftory  of  more  than  four  thoufand  years,  and 
yet,  during  all  that,  we  have  but  one  example  of  a 
man  that  truly  and  fincerely  repented  when  he  came  to 
die.  And  in  this  man's  cafe  there  was  fuch  an  extra- 
ordinary conjunftion  of  circumftances,  as  never  hap- 
pened before,  and  can  never  fall  out  again  to  the  end 
of  the  world.  This  man  had  the  happinefs  to  die  clofc 
by  the  newly- pierced  and  bleeding  wounds  of  a  cruci- 
fied Jefus,  when  he  was  lifted  up  from  the  earth  in  the 
wight  of  his  love,  drawing  finners  to  filvation  -,  which 
^as  a  junflion  that  can  never  have  a  parallel.  Again, 
Ae  man  never  had  an  oflfer  of  Chrift,  nor  day  of  grace 
before  now  5  he  furrgndered  bimfelf  upon  the  very  firft 
<^1  r  and  his  faith  in  Chrift  at  this  time  was  truly  fm- 
gular  and  miraculous.  He  was  defigned  by  Heavento 
be  made  a  rare  monument  of  the  power  of  Chrift's 
8'%c,  and  a  fpecial  trophy  of  his  victory  over  the  devils 
*nd  wicked  men,  at  a  time  when  they  feemed  to  tn- 
^9^ph  over  him,  as  one  crucified  through  weaknefs. 
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Fir^m  all  which  we  may  fee,  that  this  example  ws 
extraordinary,  and  affords  no  ground  for  the  prefum; 
tion  of  delaying  (inners.  Tou  may  as  well  caft  youi 
fclves  into  the  fea,  in  hopes  of  prefervation  by  a  whal< 
from  the  example  of  Jonah,  as  defer  repentance  no« 
in  hopes  of  repenting  on  a  death-bed,  from  the  exampi 
of  the  thief  on  the  crofs.  Befidcs,  your  way  of  finnin 
differs  vaftiy  from  his.  He  was  not  guilty  of  prefump 
tion,  as  you  are ;  he  did  not  flight  Chrift's  calls  an 
offers  in  the  days  of  his  health,  and  delay  his  repentin 
and  clofing  with  Chrifl:,  in  hopes  of  an  opportunity  fc 
them  at  the  hour  of  death,  as  you  do.  Do  you  kno^ 
what  God  determines  concerning  prefumptous  finning 
You  may  fee  it,  Numb  xv.  28.  30  31.;  "Andtk 
priefts  (hall  make  an  atonement  for  the  foul  that  lii 
neth  ignorantly,  &c.  But  the  foul  that  doth  cugl 
prefumptoufly  (whether  he  be  born  in  the  Land,  or 
ftranger),  the  fame  reproacheth  the  Lord:  and  thi 
foul  (hall  be  cut  off  from  among  his  people ;  becauJ 
he  hath  defpifed  the  word  of  the  Lord.'*  O  prcfum) 
tuous  delaying  finner,  let  this  word  of  the  Lord  awake 
you  to  a  fpeedy  and  prefent  refolution  to  obey  his  voio 
*^  Return  ye  now  every  one  from  his  evil  way,  an 
make  your  ways  and  your  doings  good/'  Jer.  xviii.  i 
Now  i8  the  accepted  time  :  if  ye  will  hear  his  voice, 
mud  be  to  day.  Lord,  fave  us  from  hardening  01 
hearts.    Ametu 
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PREFACE: 


CONTAINIKO 


AN  ADDITIONAL  TESTIMONY 

j9gainjt  the  Evi/s  of  the  Time. 


lAVE  publifhed  the  following  Sermon,  to  fliow 

0  the  world  my  concern  for  the  Church  of  Scot- 
,  and  her  Covenanted  Reformation^  to  promote  what 

1  her  credit  and  profperity,  and  to  teftify  againlt 
t  I  judge  reproachful  and  prejudicial  to  her.     I 

added  Tome  things  from  my  papers,  which  I  omit- 
n  the  delivery  for  want  of  time ;  and.  here  I  (hall 
fome  things  more,  for  exhonering  and  explaining 
!lf  more  fully  upon  the  faid  fubjeft. 
:eing  it  is  the  power  of  confcience  that  obliges  mc 
lake  this  appearance,  I  beg  that  no  man  may  think  I 
I  popularity  in  it,  or  that  I  incline  to  make  an  ap« 

to  the  people  about  controverfies  which  fall  in  a- 
g  minifters  :  that  was  never  my  way  ;  and  far  left 
!  for  bringing  in  fuch  debates  upon  facramehtal  oc- 
ns,  which  ought  to  be  love  feafts  among  Chriftians. 

in  my  humble  opinion,  it  is  not  an  improper  occa- 
for  the  Moderator  of  a  Synod,  in  his  fermon  at  the 
ing  thereof,  which  is  concio  ad  ckrunty  to  addrefs  hi* 
iren  concerning  the  controverfies  or  defedlions  of 
i'me,  efpecially  if  he  fee  his  Mother- Church  in  cx- 
e  danger  thereby;  for,  what  dutiful  fon  can  be 
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filcnt  at  fuch  a  time,  feeing  it  is  the  proper  buGnefs  of 
a  Synod,  both  to  provide  remedies  themfelves,  and  to 
addrefs  the  Generad  Afiembly  to  do  it  vfhtn  the^areiit 
SI  lofs  ? 

Objefl.  "  It  is  not  proper  to  handle  thefe  before  the 
Pccple."  .      . 

j^n/.  I.  This  hath  been  the  conftant  praftice  of 
Moderators  at  the  opening  of  Synods  fince  our  blcflcd* 
Reformation,  as  appears  from^  our  church  hiftorics. 
2.  Frequently  there  arc  as  many  of  the  people  attend^ 
ing  the  Synod's  Meetings,  whom  we  cannot  prevent,  as 
are  hearing  the  Sermon  ;/:and  fo»  if  this  argument  hold 
gpod,  we  ihould  not  at  all  open  our  mouths  concerning 
any  of  the  defeftions  of  the  time  :  and  we  know,  (ilence 
m  watchmen  is  highly  condemned  by  the  word  of  GoA* 

Okjefl,  "  Is  it  not  faid  of  a  dangerous  and  declining 
time.  Amos  V.  13.  ^heref .re  the  prudent  Jljall  keep  f* 
ience  at  that  time j  for  it-is  an  evil  time.*^ 

Atif.  No  doubt  fome  mmiHers  make  ufeof  that  fcrip- 
ture  to  prevent  trouble  to  themfelves,  and  it  hath  beeio 
caft  up  to  my  thoughts  alfo  :  But,  in  my  opinion,  that 
text  doth  not  point  iit  Pro[)hets,  but  other  private  mcnj 
whofe  private  capacity  allows  them  to  keep  filence  when 
others  muft  fpeak.  For  Prophets  are  required  to  rrj 
aloudy  and  not /pare  ;  and  thofe  who  do  not,  are  called 
dumb  dcgSy  Ifa.  Ivi.  10.  Ifa.  Iviii.  i.  I  grant,  indeed] 
there  is  a  "  time  to  keep  fiience,  as  well  as  a  time  tc 
^eak,"  Eccl.  iii.  7.  And  the  prudent  will  wifely  ob- 
fcrve  thtfe  times  •,  and  even  when  the  time  comtth  thai 
tliey  are  called  to  fpeak  of  faults,  the  pruder.t  will  mind 
to  do  it  in  a  decent  manner,  cfpecially  if  fuperiors  be 
concerned.  If  any  think  I  have  not  fo  well  obferved 
fhis  rule  myfelf,  it  is  what  I  cannot  help,  feeing  I  have 
jiimcd  to  do  it  the  beft  way  I  could  :  and  I  do  here  fur- 
ther declare,  that  I  am  loth  to  give  offence  to  any  mans 
my  fir.cere  dcfign  being,  not  to  caft  reproach  upon  any 
of  my  brethren,  but  to  avert  and  prevent  the  reproach 
of  my  Mother-church,  and  to  promote  her  welfare  ac- 
cording to  my  bounden  duty. 

I  never  inclined  to  expofe  my  brethren,  but  rather  to 
cover  their  miilakeS)  and  fpeak  charitably  of  every  one ; 

foi 
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for  vfaich  I  have  been  oftentimtB  blamed  by  (oma :  but 
I  fsrr  rather  err  upon  that  (ide  th^n  upbn  the  other^  fee- 
ing I  myfelf  am  fo  liable  to  faults  and  miiftakes.  t  nc« 
Ter  loved  the  chara£ler  of  an  Incendiary,  to  blow  the 
toU  in  fmalier  difierences,  or  to  aggravate  the  wrong 
fteps  of  others ;  but  always  preferred  the  charader  o£ 
&  peace  maker ;  to  compofe  matters,  and  reconcile  par- 
ties as  much  as  poifible;  in  which  alfo  I  have  beeii 
Usined,  as  making  too  great  con<;e(Iions  for  that  end. 

fTotwithftanding  of  all  the  complaints  of  defeflion,  I 
Acknowledge  thete  are  ftill  in  the  church  many  worthy, 
leam^  and  pious  men  in  the  minidry,  whom  I  honoUrj 
^nd  from  whom  I  would  be  willing  to  learn,  ani  whom 
I  pray  God  may  long  continue  in  dhe  Church  as  a  bulr 
Mrark,  under  God.  againft  the  evils  of  corruption  and 
^efeAion  which  threaten  her ;  and  that  he  may  raife 
^p  a  young  fet  to  fill  their  room,  when  they  are  caUed  off 
^ne  ftage.    But  at  the  fame  time  I  cannot  conceal  the 
^ifmal  apprehenGons  which  many  weU*wi{her6  of  our 
*^Kion  have  of  her  danger,  from  the  view  they  hav^  o£ 
*iiany  of  the  prefent  young  Clergy  and  Preachers^  who 
^C!eem  to  affe£l  a  new  way  of  moral  preaching  and  lax 
^tnanagement»  fuited  to  the  tafte  of  many  Patrons  and 
^leritocs  $  greedily  fnatch  at  Prefent  jtions,  and  concur 
^0  get  themfelves  thruft  into  Churches  agaihil  the  incli«' 
^Kiations  both  of  the  Prefbyteries  and  the  people  imme- 
diately concerned ;  which  dangerous  courfe  is  ftill  con- 
tinued, notwithftatiding  of  the  awful  rebukes  giveti  by 
"3rte  providence  of  God  to  feverals  engaged  therein. 

Befides  what  I  hare  faid  in  the  Sermon,  of  the  evil  of 
^his  praflice  of  voluntary  courting  and  accepting  Pre- 
sentations, without  any  nectffity  for  itj  let  me  here 
'^idd,  that  I  look  upon  it  as  the  main  fpring  of  all  out 
prefect  diftrefs :  for,  as  it  brought  on  violent  fettlementsi 
and  melancholy  divifions  in  Parilhes  and  Prcfbyteries ; 
:fo  it  gave  rife  to  the  making  of  thefe  A£ls  by  AiTembly 
1732^  and  AiTembly  i7;h»  which  at  prefent  oceafion  fo 
^reat  uneafinefo  in  this  church,  and  may  iffue  in  a  moft 
^eftru^live  rupture,,  if  God  in  his  metcy  prevent  not^ 
l?or  many  years  this  pernicious  pra£kice  was  bogled  at, 
as  contrary  to  FreA>yterian  principles,  and  the  intereft 
Vol.1*  Kk  of 
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tf  the  church ;  till  ■forrc  principal  perfons  in  tWs 
fchuTch,  who  ought  to  h^vc  been  guardians  of  h^ 
peace  and  liberties,  fronfi  felfifh  principles,  moft  inglo* 
Houfly  broke  the  ice  to  it,  about  the  year  1 727,  and  hj 
their  example  and  cou'^tenance  drew  many  othefs  iritb 
It ;  whence  it  is  eafy  to  fee  at  whofe  door  the  miferies 
"bf  th!s  church  are  to  be  laid. 

Ofy'e^,  •*  Ouy  famous  Prelbyterian  Minifters  in  an- 
cient times  accepted  of  Prcfentations,  tnd  were  fttjlcd 
this  way." 

jffi/.  Many  arc  grievoufly  impofed  upon  by  this  ob- 
jeOion,  through  their  not  knowing  the^r  di^Terent  fitua- 
tioris  from  ours :  For,  i.  Our  worthy  anceftors  wcr^ 
l>ut  then  reforrriing,  and  had  never  been  delivered  fto**^ 
the  yoke  of  Patronage?,  under  which  they  groaned  :  BtV^ 
had  they  been  delivefe'd,  as  we  have  been,  they  woilt^ 
never  voluntarify  have  yielded  to  the  wreathing  of  th^*^ 
yoke  about  their  necks  again,^  as'many  of  us  havedon^^' 
by  courting  and  accepting  of  the  P.itrofis  Prefentatioi^^ 
when  they  were  under  no  neccffity  from  the  law  to  doiC^ 

n.  In  our  anceftors  times  no  man  could  have  acccf  ^ 
to  a  Church  without  the  Patron's  allowance ;  but,  a^ 
the  law  nowitands,  all  among  us  may  be  fettled  with-** 
out  owning  Patrons  at  all,  if  they  will  have  but  a  iittl^ 
patience  :  feeing  the  Legiflaturc  hath  been  fo  indulgin^g 
as' to  enadl,  **  That  if  the  Patron's  Prefcntaiibn' beho^ 
accepted  within  Gx  months  after  th^  vacancy,  the  power  of^ 
planting  the  Church  falls  into  the  hands  of  the  Prelbytery."^ 

3.  Our   S:taIous  anceftors  gave  no  countenance  to^ 
Patronages,  but  what  they  were  driven  toby  their  fitua-   - 
tion  with  the  Jaw  5  they  would  not,  for  mean  ends,    ; 
have  gone  into  voluntary  and  unneceflary  accepting  of 
prcfentations,  as  many  of  us  do  :  but  feeing,  as  the  law 
then  flood,  there  was  no  accefa  to  Churches  without  the 
patron*5  allowance,  they   behoved  to  fubmit  to  fettle- 
menta  in^hofe  Churches  to  which  the  patrons  were 
pleafed  to-prefent  them  5  aid  this  they  did  not  till  they 
had  the  confcnt  of  the  people,  and  concurrence  of  the 
prefbyterics  concerned. 

4.  Our  rcformmg  anceftors  ftill  looked  upon  Patron- 
ages! as  a  grievance  and  bondage,  and  from  time  to  time 
applied  to  the  Legiflature  to  get  it  removed^  whieh  at 

length 


t^pgth  they  got  done  anno  1649.,.  ^^^  many  of  ^s  are 
rp  tSLT  from  looking  on  it  as  a  grievance,  ihat  they  wil- 
fully bring  the  yoke  upon  the  church,  by  their  ofEcIous 
courting  and  accepting  of;PreCentations,  after  we  were 
in  effe^  delivered  by  the  Legiflature,  anfw  1719  :  thus 
preferring  bondage  to  liberty,  a  Patron's  Prefeptation  to 
a  Congregation's  Call,  which  our  pious  ancefliors  would 
never  have  done.  So  that  our  modern  .Receptors  cannot 
Itcreen  their  (hame  by  their  practice,  the  cafes  beixig  fo 
iTiridely  different. 

But,  fuppofing  all  were  true,  which  fome  allege, 
concerning  the  praQice  of  fome  ancient  Prefbyterians, 
wvhilc  in  their  reforming  (late  from  PopiQi  corruptions 
^nd  abufes  ;  what  folly,  or  rather  impiety,  mud  it  be  in 
fome  to  be  at  pains  to  fearch  out  all  their  infirmitie3j[ 
sircaknefles,  defers  and  imperfeftiops,  (whjch  are  own- 
id  to  be  fuch  by  themfelves)  in  order  to  copy  after^ 
iliem,  efpecially  when  we  are  under  no  manner  of  ne- 
;:eflity  to  do  it  from  the  Legifliiture  ?  What !  ar^  thej 
aveaned  of  liberty  and  purity  ?  Would  they  have  the' 
wburch  reduced  to  her  infant  and  more  imperfedt  ftate 
^gaiii  ?  Do  they  prefer  that  to  a  ftate  of  greater  purity 
^.nd  perfeflion,  which  we  might  'ftiil  maintain  li  wc 
»rerc  iiiclined  to  it,  feeing  the  Legiflature  hath  been  fo 
ndj^Iging  as  to  leave  the  matter  at  our  ^mi  choice  ? 
3ood^Ijord,  deliver  us  fiom  fuch  infatuation. 

The  Synods  of  Angus,  Aberdeen  and  Pc;rth,  within 
liefe  t,wo  years  part,  have  emitted  warnings  in  flrong 
«rm8  againil  this  woful  officious  pr^ftlce,  which  have 
feeen  the  origin  of  fo  much  trouble  to  this  church :  I 
^ifh  they  were  feconded  in  the  noble  attempt  by  other^ 
Syno(!s,  or  by  the  Affembly  or  Commiflion,  which| 
:lirough  the  Lord^s  blefliilg,'  might  prove  an  es^ccUent 
^ean  to  ftop  the  tide  of.  corruption  which  otherwife  i^ 
ike  to  flow  in  upon  us ;  0  that  thq  t-ord,  who  hath  all 
"^ens  hearts  in  his  hand,  may  incline  and  deterrnine 
liem  to  ir. 

When  I  fpeak  againft  Prefentations  or  encroachments 
apon  our  rights  and  liberties,  I  have  no  defign  to  (how 
any  contempt  of  my  fuperiors  or  their  authority, 
%svhether.  in  the  civil  or  ecclefiaftic  courts;  but  de- 
faire  to  (bow  all  due  regard  to  the  fame,  and  to  be  thank- 
K  k  2  ivA; 
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fol  to  them  for  the  poaceabte  ezercife  of  mf  miniftrji 
without  any  Cnful  terms  of  communion  or  impofition 
on  my  confcience ;  as  alfo,  to  blefs  God  for  the  valtir- 
able  bleflinf^s  and  privileges  we  ftiU  enjoy  abo?e  odie< 
nations  and  churches :  but,  at  the  fame  time,  |  maft 
own,  that  the  cpnGderation  of  thefe  mercies  (hould  no^ 
make  me  or  others  eafy  about  any  appearance  of  defe^* 
tion  or  corruption  in  the  clergy,  which,  if  connived  x'ft 
may  foon  bring  us  to  as  melancholy  a  copditiou  as  oA^'^ 
churches. 

1  honour  our  fupreme  Judicatories,  and  would  d^"^ 
fire  to  fupport  their, authority,  and  fall  in  with  thei^ - 
^&s  and  deciiions,  as  far  as  poflibly  I  can  ;  hot  as  w^^ 
muft  own,  with  our  "  Confeflion  of  Faith,''  there  i  -^ 
none  of  them  infallible :  fo  we  cannot  be  bound  to  gW^^ 
implicit  faith  to  all  their  determinations;  nay,  wnertr: 
we  judge  them  wrong,  we  may  warrantably  reclaim  anc::::: 
addrefs  to  have  them  rectified,  efpecially  if  it  be  in  ^ 
matter  of  great  moment ;  though  dill  I  own  this  oug^^ 
io  be  done  in  the  moft  decent  and  dutiful  manner. 

I  am  heartily  fonry  that   inftru£lions,    reprefenta^ 
tions,  and  addreifes,  from  Prefbyteries,  Synods,  an(0 
Bodies  of  Miniilers,  concerning  grievances,   have  o& 
late  years  been  fo  difregarded  by  our  AfTemblie^ ;  andiS 
that  diflents  and  proteftations  by  particular  Miniflcrs  "^ 
are  not  allowed  nor   recorded.      This  entertainment  ' 
doth  put  miniilers  to  think  of  other  ways  tp  exoner 
their  minds.      And,   upon  that   account,  I   do  find 
myfelf  obliged  to  eafe  my  thoughts  in  this  way  con- 
cerning the  evils  and  declinings  of  the  prefent  timc»  left 
they  (hould  be  imputable  to  me,  as  a  member  of  the 
Incorporated  Body,  through  my  connivance  or  filence. 
And  though  my  Teftimony  be  of  fmall  value,  yet  fee- 
ing I  have  been  long  in  the  miniftry,  and  know  not 
iiow  foon  I  may  be  called  to  put  o^  this  tabernacle, 
and  to  give  an  account  of  my  (lewarcKhip ;  the  Lord 
prepare  me  for  that  time,  and  for  the  trials  which  may 
abide  me  before  it, — I  do,  in  imitation  of  fome  of  our 
worthy  predeceflbrs,  leave  this  declaration  of  my  mind 
behind  me,  that  neither  the  prefent  nor  fuccecding  ages 
may  be  impofed  upon,  as  to  my  fentiments  of  the  evils 
of  the  prefent  times.     Wherefore,  befides  what  I  have 

faid 
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bid  before  and  afterwards  in  my  Sermon^  I  here  Bear 
my  teftimony  ajjainft  the  Atheifm,  Infidelity,  Imihora* 
Kty,  looYenefs  of  the  age;  againft  all  Popiff),  Soci- 
nian,  Arian,  Arminian,  and  Antinonian  errors  in  doc* 
tnne\  againft  all  fuperftition  and  human  inventions  in^ 
MTorfliip ;  againft  both  Prelacy  ^nd  Independency  in 
Church  Goyemment ;  againft  all  Sinnoniacal  pafbions, 
officious  courting  of  patrons,  and  accepting  of  their 
prefentations  ;  againft  all  fpiritual  oppreflion  and  per* 
Eecution,  and  encroachments  upon  the  rights  and  libcr- 
des  of  this  Church  :  Ab  alfo,  againft  all  thrufttng  and 
piolent  impofing  of  Miniftcrs  upon  Chnfti^n  Congrega- 
tions ;  and  againft  all  public  A£ts  and  Deeds  which 
Favour  or  promote  this  impofing  *ourfe :  Andlikewife, 
sgainft  all  proceedings  or  deHgns  to  filence  or  caft  aut 
nrorthy  and  ufeful  Minifters  for  remonftrating  againft 
Rich  ▼iqlent  fettlements,  or  the  Afts  Whi.  h  authorife 
knd  encourage  the  fame,  or  for  refufing  to  exclude  fe- 
rioos  Chriftians  from  fealing  ordinancesi  who  arc 
chargeable  with  no  greater  fault  than  wapnt  of  freedom 
DO  own  their  relation  to  fuch  paftors  as  arc  violently 
diruft  in  upon  them  ;  furcly  there  is  fomething  groffcr 
nequired  to  excommunicate  good  Chriftians,  and  to  de- 
fH>fe  or  caft  out  good  Minifters,  than  fuch  things :  an4 
I  hope  we  ftiall  lee  it,  when  the  God  of  pe^cc  doth  in- 
^ne  us  calmly  to  think  and  deliberate  thereupon. 

As  for  the  A£t  of  Affcmbly  1732,  about  which  there 
as  fo  much  noife,  I  was  at  the  Aflembly  in  May  1731^ 
irhen  it  began ;  and,  I  confcfs,  when  the  overture  was 
111  Edinburgh,  I  carried  favourably  towards  it,  though  I 
«iras  not  prcfent  in  the  Aflembly  when  it  came  in  to  be 
reafoned  upon  and  voted,  being  called  home  by  exprefs 
Dcfore  that  time.  And  that  which  inclined  me  to  fa- 
rour  the  propofal  at  the  firft,  was  the  great  love  I  had 
ko  the  peace  and  fafety  of  my  Mother  church,  which  f 
rhcn  faw  to  be  endangered  by  thC/  patronages,  and  the 
violent  fettlements  begun  to  be  made  in  confequence 
dierecf ;  for  I  was  told  by  fome  leading  men,  (whom  { 
:Aiought  1  might  truft)  that  there  was  no  way  to  deliver 
as  from  thofe  evils,  but  by  our  agreeing  among  ourfelves 
pjpon  fome  rule  for  planting  Churches,  which  we  niighf 
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lay  before  the  civil  government,  and  get  f ubftitutcd  in  tl 
room  of  the  Patronage  A£t,  and  that  fome  pf  our  gres 
men  gav»c  encouragement  to  exped:  this.  I  was  thVi 
fixed  upon  no  particular  rule,  but  had  favourabi 
thouj]jht8  of  the  Afls  of  Parliament  1690,  which  s 
firft  was  propofed  to  be  the  rule  ;  and  in  order  therctc 
It  was  thought  neceflary  to  tranfmit  the  fjime  to  th 
Prelbyteries  by  way  of*  overture,  that  they  tnight*cor 
fider  it,  and  thereby  it  would  be  known  howfar  we  coul 
agree  about  it.  This  feemed  to  be  pretty  plaufible ;  fa 
the  notion  I  always  had  of  the  plan  of  fettling  churcliei 
according  to  the  aft  .1690,  was,  That  the  heritors  aa 
ciders  were  to  chufe  a  minifter,  witli  confent  of  th 
congregation ;  and  when  there  arofe  any  difference  a 
bout  the  choice,  the  cafe  was  brought  to  the  Prefbyter 
to  be  cognofced  upon  by  them,  they  being  impowero 
to  judge  what  was  mod  for  edification,  whether  to  pro 
teed  to  fettle  the  man  that  feemed  to  have  mod  of  th 
legal  votes,  or  lay  him  aCde,  in  cafe  others,  with  the  ba 
dy  of  the  people,  continued  difTatisfied,  and  appoint 
new  moderation  :  and  fometimes  they  did  the  one,  am 
fometimes  the  other,  as  they  judged  mod  for  edification 
for  the  good  and  edification  of  the  parifh,  was  th 
great  rule  the  judicatories  then  kept  in  their  eye  u 
their  determinations,  which  com/nonly  had  a  comfort 
able  ifTue.  I  am  fare  this  was  the  fcnfe  the  Churcl 
put  upon  the  aft  1690,  and  proceeded  accordingly  ii 
fettling  of  churches,  for  twenty.two  years  after  it  wa 
made,  and  had  much  peace  and  tranquillity  in  followinj 
that  method.  As  long  as  I  thought  the  defign  was  t( 
keep  things  upon  this  footing,  I  was  eafy  (the  matte 
not  being  great)  who  had  the  liberty  of  voting,  provid 
irig  matters  were  fp  managed,  that  no  man  fhould  b 
thrufl  in  upon  a  congregation  againft  their  will :  b.^ 
afToon  as  I  perceived  the  defign  was  to  carry  the  aflf-2 
of  fettlements  beyond  the  aft  1690,  I  told  my  mil 
freely  in  the  Prefbytery,  and  propofed  an  amendme 
of  the  overture  to  prevent  any  fuch  defign,  whi 
they  were  pleafed  to  receive  and  fend  over  amo3 
their  inflruftions  to  the  AfTembly  1732,  which  I  m 
iorry  they  did  not  think  fit  to  notice.      And   no^ 
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^hcn  I  compare  the'  two  afts  together,  I  find  indeed 
there  is  a  great  difference :  For,   i.  By  the  aft   1690, 
the  Heretors  and  Elders  are  only  impowered  to  name  and 
frcpofe  2l  pcrfoh  to  the  whole  congrcigafiort :  But,  by  the 
a&  i7'?2,  the  Heretorsand  Elders  arc  inlpoMrercd  toeieU 
and  <?<i//one  to  be  mtnifter  of  the  patifh.     2.  According 
to  the  -aft  1690,  the  eleflien  was  not  to  be  looked  upon 
9S  finilhed,  till  the  man  was  propofed  to  the  congrega:* 
tibh,  and  their  approbation  obtained  j  an  J,  in  cafe  tnis 
ivasTcfufed,  the  nomination  and  propofal  was  to  flop, 
and  be  laid  as  an  incomplete  unfini/bed  affair  berore  the 
Pre(bytcry,  that  they  might  give  their  judgment  whether 
;to  {)Toceed  any  further  in  it  or  not :  But,  according  to 
aft  1732,  after  the  Heretors  and  Elders  have  voted,  the 
cleftion  is  faid  to  be  finifljid^  whether  the  congregation 
approve  or  not ;  nay,  the  man  is  reckoned  legally  eUEl* 
>^and  called  to  be  nviniller  of  the  pari(h,  before  atiy  no- 
tice'is  taken  of  the  congregation,  or  the  matter  at  all 
pfolxJcd  to  them.     3.  According  to  the  a£t  1690,  and 
'  the  fenfe  which  was  to  be  put  upon  it,  if  the  body  of 
the  heads  of  families  did  obj:;£l  again  (I  the  man  nam- 
^^  by  the  majority  of  Heretors  and  Elders,  and  fay  he 
had  not  an  edifying  gift,  or  that  it  was  not  fuited  to 
Acir  capacities,  and  that  they  had  not  freedom  in  theit 
^nfciences  to  confent  to  his  being  their  minifter  \  the 
"cfbytery  judged  fuch  objeflions,  made  by  a  knowing 
^cll  difpofed  people,  fuflicient  to  ftop  the  aflFair,  and  to 
proceed  to  a  new  eleftion.     All  this  will  appear  from 
•^r  Records,  and  from  the  nature  and  drain  of  the 
^qIU  given  in  thofc  days.     Buc,  according  to  the  aO; 
*732,  and  the  fenfe  now  put  upon  it,  let  heads  of  fa- 
J*iilies  obje£k  what  they  will  againft  the  eleftion,  if  they 
"€  not  able  to  prove  error  or  immorality  againd  the 
^ati  by  two  witneffes,  they  muft  receive  him  as  their 
*^aftor,  and  fo  the  body  of  the  congregation  have  no 
Sweater  power  or  influence  in  the  fettlcuient,  than  thofe 
^ho  dwell  in  another  nation.     Tea,  according  to  this 
^Q,  as  it  is  now  fenfed,  parifhes  may  be  fettled,  and 
Jometimes  ^r^  by  a  majority ^f  non  refiding  and  difaf- 
*^fted  Heretors,  where  the  whole  Elders  and  People  do 
^^claim  and  proteft  againft  the  fettlement ;  And  lurely 
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fiich  fettlementSy  at  they  are  againft  fmpture  roles,  fe    j 
they  are  a  fad  hindrance  and  ftop  to  the  advancement 
of  the  kingdonA  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrlft^  and  cannot 
bot  be  moil  grievin)(  to  all  who  are  zealous  for  his  glorf  s 
and  who  make  confcience  of  praying,  as  he  dtreftSy 
•*  Thy  kingdom  come :  Gird  thy  fword  upon  thy  thifsl^ 
O  mod  Mighty  -,  and  in  thy  M.4]efty  ride  profperoufiy-'^ 
Upon  which  account,  I  do  with  the  greateft  bunnili^^ 
and  eameftnefs  bcfeech  and  obteft  the  Reverend  aia^ 
Honourable  Members  of  the  next  Affembly,  to  gite  s?^^ 
lead  an  application  of  this  ad,  declaring»  That  it  is  no^^ 
the  meaning  of  it  to  impofe  minifters  upon  congregs^^' 
tions,  where  the  elderOiip  ^nd  body  of  the  people  d^* 
teclaim^  not  to  contradi^  our  Books  of  Difcipliae  an^tf 
ancient  ads  of  Affembly,  as  the  Aflembly  15*6,  iigi^^ 
1638,  1649,  &c.     And  I  wouM  beg  \^\i  I  could  do  itr^ 
with  tears  of  blood)  that  they  would  not  make  any  fuct^ 
%(k  as  this,  an  engine  of  trouble  and  perfecution  id  tfa^v^ 
Churchy  feeing  no  man  pleads  that  it  is  founded  upoi^tf 
the  word  of  God,  but  only  that  it  is  devifed  as  a  propel 
expedient  till  the  Church  be  delivered  from  Patronslges  -^ 
And,  about  what  ads  of  the  Church  may  minifters  hav^n^ 
liberty  to  fpeak  their  minds  fo  freely,  as  about  thofi^^ 
which  are  owned  to  be  mere  human  conftitutions. 

ObjeB.  «*  If  Minifters  be  diffitisfied  with  the  aSs  an£:3 
Conititution  of  the  Church,  they  (hould  withdraw  from^^ 
her,  and  give  up  their  legal  privileges." 

Aftf,   I.  Though  this  be  the  common  talk  of  fome^' 
there  is  no  warrant  for  this  courfe  in  the  word  of  God;^ 
for  the  fcripture  directs  us,  when  we  fee  things  vnong^ 
in  the  Church,  to  pi^ad  with  out  Mother,  but  not  to  dif-^" 
own  her  forthwith,  or  renounce  communion  with  her.—* 
a.  Thofe  who  talk  fo  now,  would  be  moft  ready  to  ac-— " 
cufe   MiniiUrs,   if  they  did   withdraw,   of  making  a<^ 
fchifm  and  feparation  without  juftcaufe.  What!  would  ^ 
they  fay,  "  Is  the  Church  fo  Heretical,  that  they  will   J 
not  hold  communion  with  her  ?  are  fuch  fmall  miilakes, 
juft  grounds  of  feparation  ?  why  did  they  not  proteft  a- 
gainft  what  they  judged  wrong,  and  continue  ftill  with- 
in the  Church,  as  feveral  of  our  brave  anceftojrs  did  in 
former  ages  ? 

ObjeB* 


.  0||Mf.  ^Thoy  niAy  plesKl  widi  their  motkets  l^it 
niaft  not  fpit  id  nqr  face.* 

*^jlij/kv.  u  I  am  indeed  fbr  adeeent  and  re^peSful 
itrxf  of  leading  with  bur  mother,  a*  tt  fome  {[ood  men 
fluU  ufe  a  rougher  way  of  dealing  th^n  others,  in  tefti- 
fjing  againft  what  ia  wrong,  it  ought  not  to  be  termed 
«  (fitiag  in  their  mother's  face,  nor  made  a  ground  of 
i^feie  e^nfiwe*  If  our  anceftors,  in  former  ages,  had 
Itaen  fia  narrow  and  rigid  in  their  way  of  thinking,  what 
bad  become  of  Mr  Knox,  Craig,  Davidibn,  WeKh, 
Slrwe^  the  two  Melvils,  and  many  others  ? 

.  O^.  ^  The  Church's  AAs  muft  be  obeyed,  her 
fientence  execute,  an4  the  fence  of  her  authority  m^n-* 
taincdi  otherwife  (he  cannot  be  preferved  from  die 
^vcsttft  errors  and  diferders.  We  mufl:  not  fee  the 
auufaority  of  the  General  Aflembly  ruined.' 

An/m.  I.  As  for  my  own  part,  I  was  always  for 
ftiaintaifiing  the  authority  of  the  General  Affembly  as  (ap 
^ud  and  inviolable,  feeing  it  is  of  fo  great  confequence 
te  the  preferving  of  peace  and  unity  in  this  church  \ 
^  kive  been  forry  to  fee  it  attacked,  or  badly  u£ed ;  but^ 
if  wp  would  truly  preferve  it,  let  us  be  tender  of  it,  in 
*lic  asking  of  a^a  or  decifions;  being  careful  that  either 
t^liey  be  evidently  founded  upon  the  word  of  God,  or, 
^hat  there  be  nothing  in  them  contrary  thereunto. 

2.  When  any  rule  is  tranfgrefled  which  hath  no- 
-^Sung  but  church-authority  to  fupport  it,  church  cen- 
C'ures  (jhould  be  gently  ufed,  feeing  rigour  in  that  ca(e 
4oth  ruin  authority  more  than  maintain  it':  We  do  not 
'^v^d  of  any  church  destroyed  by  her  lenity  and  forbear- 
ance in  fuch  cafes;  though  feveraU  have  been  ruined  by 
*  Screwing  up  authority  too  high.     We  may  fee,  by  long 
^^xperience,  that  fevere  dealing  is  not  the  way  of  con<- 
^HDcing  men  of  confcience  and  zeal  of  their  miftakes : 
^^itd,  by  the  way^  it  is  a  little  furprifing  to  fee  fome^ 
Xvhofe  difcoiirfes  breathed  forth  nothing  but  modera- 
tion, peace,  charity  and  benevolence  toward  their  fel- 
low-creatures, all  of  a  fudden  metamorphofed  in  their 
^^tempers,  and  breathing  forth  rigour,  feverity,  perfecu- 
^on  and  bitter  fpeeches  against  their  brethren  who  dif- 
:fer  from  them  but  a  littfe  in  their  way  of  thinking, 
^h !  what  poor  changeable  creatures  are  we  ! 
Vol.  I.  LI  \t 
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3«  If  we  would- hare,  the' Aflen)bly*8  authoritf  .miiD- 
tainedy  we  mult  take  care  in  making  zGU  of  general 
concern^  that  none  of  the  Church's  Fences  or  guairdian 
rules  be  broke  through,  fuch  asthat excellent  one»  Afi 
9.  AflTcmb.  1697,  in  which,  '<  For  the  fafety  of  ^ 
dodrine,  worfliip,  difcipline  and  gor'ernment  of  tUs 
Church,  it  is  appointed,  ena£ted  and  declared,  that  be*, 
fore  any  General  Affembly  of  this  Church  (ball  pafs  anf 
A£ts  which  are  to  be  binding  rules  and  conftitutions  t0 
the  Church,  the  fame  ads  be  firft  propofed  as  oVer* 
tures  to  the  Afiembly,  and  being  by  them  paft  as  fuchf 
be  remitted  to  the  confideration  of  the  feveral  Pre(by- 
teries  of  this  Church,  and  their  opinions  and  confents 
reported  by  their  Commiffioners  to  the  next  AflemUyy 
who  may  then  pafs  the  fame  in  Acts,  if  the  tMre  gemm 
opinion  (N.  B.)  of  the  Churchy  tlius  had,  agree  thereunto/*    ' 
Now  thus  guardian  Aft  hath  been  in  force  thefe  tUrty' 
six  years,  and  hath  been  regarded  as  a  fundamental' 
rule  and  bulwark  of  our  happy  conftitution  ;  and,  if  i^ 
be  broke  through  in  the  making  of  any  z(k  orrule,  ho^ 
can  we  exp&£);  that  fuch  an  a£t  will  be  regarded  as  ^ 
binding  rule  and  conftitution  to  the  Church,  legallj^ 
enabled  i  and  this  seems  to  be  the  cafe  with  refpe^  t^ 
A£t  1732;  for  of  forty  nine  Prefbyteries  who  gar^ 
their  opinions  concerning  it,  there  were  no  more  tha^ 
fix  Prelbytcries  in  all  Scotland  for  it.     Some  of  tbeo^ 
indeed  were  for  it  with  amendments,  but  generally 
thcfe  would  have  altered  the  nature  of  it  very  mucl^ 
from  what  it  is,  had  they  been  gone  into. 

4.  In  all  ages  the  wifeft  ftates  and  governments  hav^ 
in  many  cafes  thought  fit  to  relax  their  authority  in  cen-— ' 
furing  the  difobedient ;  and  this  hath  been  fo  far  from^ 
ruining  their  authority,  that  it  hath  contributed  to  pre-^ 
ferve  and  eftablifli  it.  How  many  of  the  Minifters  0^ 
Scotland  were  guilty  of  difobedience  to  the  Aflembly^ 
i6c6,  at  Linlithgow,  who  appointed  them  to  accept  oS 
conflant  moderations ;  and  to  the  AfTembly,  16 18,  wlKii^ 
appointed  them  to  receive  the  Five  Articles  of  Perth  ^ 
Did  ever  the  Church  carry  the  matter  fo  far,  as  to  fuf — 
pcnd  or  depofe  any  of  the  difobedient  brethi^n  ?  Or,  wa^ 
the  authority  of  the  General  Affcmbly  ruined  by  fuch^ 

connivance?" 
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tonftivaiice?.  Haive  we  not  fc€h  maUf.Geniral  Aflcm-i 
Utcsfixice  tbat  time  highly  regardedy  and  their authorU 
tjf  ii» » flb]ari{hing  condition?      '  ,  '•       ;  -; 

'  After  ally  1  humbly:  beg,  that  none  ma/bcioScoded 
^th  my  freedom  in  handling  thefe  mattera,  feeing  con- 
fcience  hath  moved  me  to  it,  for  the  fafety  of  my  Mother 
Churchj  which  I  ftand  engaged  by  the  ftrongeft  ties  to 
promote,  and  which  at  this  jun£);ure  I  take  to  be  in  ex- 
treme danger;    and  in  fuch  cafes  omnis  homo  est 

UtLES. 

I  wifli  also,  for  the  fafety  and  quiet  of  the  Church, 
t^iat  the  Diflents  and  Protcftations  of  Members  and  Ju- 
dicatories were  allowed  to  be  recorded,  with  their  rea- 
fons.  And  1  fee  not  why  this  might  not  be  allowed  un- 
der proper  regulations,  in  our  fupreme  Ecclefiaftical  Ju- 
dicatorieSy  as  well  as  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers  of  Great 
Britain.  Why  fliould  we  think  it  a  greater  affront  to 
our  authority  than  they  do  to  theirs  ?  Or,  do  we  pre- 
tend to  infallibility  more  than  they  ? 

Likewife,  it  would  add  to  the  Church's  fafety,  that 
>oth  the  numbers  and  qualifications  of  Ruling  Elders  al- 
owed  to  fit  in  Aflemblies,  and  CommilUons,  were  better 
'egulated,  and  more  narrowly  canvafiTed.  And  many 
ire  of  opinion,  that  the  expediency  of  Ruling  Elders 
rom  Burghs,  fliould  of  new  be  taken  into  ferious  con- 
ideration. 

And,  I  am  fure,  it  is  not  much  for  our  fafety,  that  na- 
icnal  and  provincial  fails  are  fo  much  neglefted,  when 
Providence  fo  loudly  calls  us  to  the  work  of  humiliation 
^Tid  prayer ;  when  fin  is  arriving  to  fo  great  a  height, 
•«^hcn  clouds  of  wrath  are  gathering  fo  faft  5  when  all 
B^urope  is  threatened  with  blood  andconfufion,  and  when 
i^ftrudive  divifions  and  fchifms  are  ready  to  break  out 
*niong  us  at  home ;  and  O,  do  not  thefe  frightful  ap- 
pearances proclaim  it  to  be  a  proper  feafon  for  us  to 
wicct,  and  faft,  and  mourn,  and  fee  if  we  can  weep  our 
hearts  into  one  lump,  and,  by  our  united  prayers,  prevail 
'WitK  God,  for  Chrift's  fake,  to  *  fpare  his  people,  and 
not  give  his  heritage  to  reproach  j*  or  elfe,  that  he  will 
pwpare  us  to  meet  him,  when  coming  in  the  way  of  his 
L  1  2  judgments  ? 


set  PRSPJies^ 

jwigMtAtii  Aniy  if  joagtiiemiimaktflfle  fan 
God,  whatlhUl  be  the^nd  of  Ae&  dut  cbev  o^ 
mfpel?  OthatGod,  inUt«Mcy,iiii^aimtta 
BflMto  think  xmiMbtttigif    Aiiiii* 
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On  Joel  11.  17. 


t«f  the  PriesUf  the  Ministers  of  the  Lord^  iveep  between 
the  porch  and  the  altar,  and  let  them  sa%  Spare  thypeo'^ 
ple^  0  Lordy  and  give  not  thine  heritage  to  reproach  ; 
that  the  Heathen  Jhould  rule  over  them  .•  wherefore /hould 
^heyfay  among  the  people ^  where  is  their  God  / 


lVt  this  time  tweftty-ohe  years  ago,  (viz.  October 
712.)  I  opened  the  Synod,  by  a  Sermon  on  1  Sam.  iv. 
3i  concerning  Eli*s  heart  *  trembling  for  the  ark  of  God.* 
iany  of  the  members  of  the  Synod  are  removed  by 
cath  fincc  that  time  ;  but  thofe  who  furvive  may  re- 
lember  it  was  a  very  threatening  time  to  that  church } 
ct  It  plcafed  our  gracious  God  to  fave  us  from  the 
:orm  then  impending,  and  allow  her  many  halcyon  days 
ncc,  though,  alas !  badly  improven  :  Wherefore  the 
loads  seem  to  gather  again,  and  look  very  black ;  and 

new  ftorm  from  another  quarter  (if  God  prevent  not) 
5  ready  to  blow.  I  have  chofen  therefore  this  text, 
/hich  calls  us  for  more  than  trembling  hearts  for  the 
rk,  even  weeping  eyes,  and  praying  lips  alfo  5  and  O 
bat  all  thefe  might  meet  in  us  at  this  time  ! 

In  Joel's  time,  the  church  and  people  of  God  were 
hreatened  with  a  defolating  judgement :  to  prevent  it,  he 
ills  them  to  public  national  falling  and  humHiation ; 

duties 
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duties  most  proper  for  a  people  cxpofcd  to  public  n> 
tional  calamities.  In  the  text,  wc  have  dircdlionsgiircn 
to  minlfters  for  carrying  on  this  work  j  in  which'IeC  uft 
Obferve,  i .  The  perfons  addreffed,  the  priefts  or 
minifters  of  God  ;  Why  ?  because  they,  who  were  the 
people's  mouth  to  God,  upon  other  occaGons>  were  c- 
fpecially  called  at  this  time,  to  (land  in  the  open,,  to  turn 
away  God's  wrath  from  the  church.  Though  others 
are  not  exejnpted  from  his  duty,  yet  it  is  the  bufinefd 
of  minifters,  in  a  fpecial  manner,  Joel  i. '13.  *  Lie  ali 
night  in  fackcloth,  ye  ministers  of  my  God.*  When  o- 
thers  mourn  in  the  day/  it  is  your  duty  to  mourn  both 
night  and  day. 

2.  Obftrve  the  place  where  they  are  to  mourn  zaA 
wreftle  ;  *  betwixt  the  porch  and  the  altar  •,'  that  is,  th^ 
ftately  porch  built  by  Solomon,  and  the  great  brazen  tl— 
tar,  the  public  place  where  they  ufed  to  attend  the  offer- 
ing of  facrifices  ^  there  they  are  to  pour  out  their  tear^ 
and  prayers  in  view  of  all  the  people,  that,  by  the  mi— 
nifter's  example,  the  people  may  be  aiFcftcd  and  wroiighC 
into  the  like  pious  difpofition. 

3 .  Obferve  the  words  thq  minifters  arc  diredled  tc^ 
ufe  and  enlarge  upon  in  their  prayers  to  God  \  ^  Spar^ 
thy  people,  O  Lord,  and  give  not  thine  heritage  to  re- 
proach, &c>  In  which  there  are  feveral  ftrong  argu- 
ments ufed  to  prevail  with  God  for  the  church  : 

ijy  They  are  to  cry,  *  Spare,  O  Lord  ;'  y.  d.  *  We 
confefs  our  guilt  and  ill  defervings  \  we  acknowledge 
the  juftice  of  thy  proceedings,  though  we  fliould  be  cut 
off ;  all  our  relief  is  in  thy  sparing  mercy,  and  this  wc 
humbly  look  up  to,  and  plead  for,  with  a  merciful 
God.' 

idfyi  Another  plea  is  taken  from  the  relation  they  ftpod 
in  unto  God  •,  *  We  are  thy  people,  thine  heritage  :* 
•  We  are  the  people  thou  haft  fet  thy  love  upon^  fepa- 
rated  from  thy  church,  taken  into  covenant  with  thee, 
ranfomed  from  Egyptian  bondage,  delivered  from  many 
enemies  and  dangers,  and  preferved  from  ruin  by  a  traih 
of  miraculous  providences  y  Lord,  fpare  the  inheritances 
thou  haft  purchafed  for  thyfelf  at  fo  dear  a  rate.' 

3^^ 
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3</iy,  They  are  ta  plead -the  reprcnich  ahJ  contempt 
\(rhich  would  fall  upon  the  church  and  people  of  God| 
if  God  give  up  with  them ;  *  Gire  not  up  thine  heritage 
to  reproach ;'  q.  d.  If  thou  fend  a  famine  upon  us, 
(w^hich  was  the  judgment  immediately  threatened)  then 
the  fruitful  land  of  Canaan,  the  glory  of  all  lands*  (hall 
be  reproached  as  a  poor  beggarly  and  barren  land,  infuf* 
^  ficient  to  afford  facriiices  for  the  temple ;  yea,  we  (ball 
foon  h\\  under  the  reproach  of  fervitude  to  our  Heathen 
neighbours,  who  will  make  an  eafy  prey  of  us,- if  once 
we  be  fami(hed»  and  deprire  us  both  of  our  civil  and 
fpiritual  liberties,  and  efpecially  of  God's  ordinances, 
the  fymbols  of  his  prefence,  and  means  of  communioa 

I     W'ith  him ;  which  we  value  as  our  great  honour  and 

r     happinefs  above  other  nations-' 

Xfl^/^,  They  are  to  plead  in  prayer,  that  the  reproach 
of  the  church  will  fome  way  refledt  upon  her  God  and 
proteftor ;  *  Wherefore  (hould  they  fay  among  the  peo- 
ple, where  is  their  God  ?  q  d.  *  Thefe  barbarous  peo- 
ple^ who  watched  for  our  halting,  will  not  confider  our 
fcs  and  ill-defervings  at  God's  hand,  but  wilj  talk  re-, 
P«'oachfullyof  God,  faying,  Where  is  theGodihey  trull^ 
cd  in,  the  God  of  whole  power,  mercy,  and  faithfulnefs, 
they  boafted  fo  much  i  They  will  fay.  He  is  either 
^cak,  and  could  not  help  them  in  their  extremity,  or 
.tt'^kind,  and  would  not;  Lord,  fpare  and  pity  the 
cburch,  for  thy  name,  thy  glory's  fake.  The  mailer  of 
«Ur  reproach  is  not  fo  great  5  but.  Lord,  What  wilt 
^ou  do  for  thy  great  name  r* 

^^d.     In  time  of  the  churches  danger ^  minifiers  are  ejpe- 
^iai/y  called  to  mourn  plead,  and  ivreftle  with  God  Jor 
^ery  that  Jbe  may  not  be  abandoned  or  given  up  to  r/- 
^  roach. 

In  profecuting  this  fubjefl:,  I  propofed  to  (hew, 
.    l/>  When  it  may  be  faid,  that  a  church  is  left  or 
^^v^n  up  to  reproach. 

2^/j»,  Why  minifters  (hould  be  fo  earned  with  Gpd 
^^  prevent  this  calamity. 


^ifi  Tbt  Cburet^s  Hangefl 

^dly^  Make  improyemeht  fuiuUe  to  tbecafe  •£  die 
church. 

I.  The  £rft  head  is,  to  fhew  when  a  church  may  be 
faLd  to  be  left  or  given  up  to  reproach  and  coatempt. 

And  here  I  ihall-  mention  lereral  repsoachfol  aad 
church  expofing  evils,  which  minifters  ought  moomfttk 
ly  and  fervently  to  deprecate,  efpecially  vdien  a  church 
is  threatened  with  them.     As, 

ifty  When  a  church  falls  into  a  backfliding  conditiai, 
religion  in  her  b  under  a  vifible  decay ;  her  memben 
leave  their  firft  kwe,  degenerate  from  their  predeceflon 
piety  and  zeal,  turn  loofe  and  indifferent  about  God's 
truths,  their  former  declared  principles,  and  the  ibkmn 
engagements  they  lie  under  to  maintain  them ;  and  not 
only  fo,  but  turn  careiefs  alfo  about  the  practice  and 
duties  of  religion,  fuch  as  family- WQrfhip,  fecret  piay- 
cr»  fabbath-fanftificatiQny  and  gofpd  hoiinefs :  when 
people  lofe  their  former  fpirituality  and  livelifiels  in 
God's  fervice,  and  their  duties  dwindle  away  into  a  dead 
formality :  when  they  content  themselves  with  exter- 
nal ordinances  and  communions,  without  commuiuoQ 
with  God  in  them  :  when  they  turn  carnal  in  their  coor 
verfation ;  Chriftian  love  declines,  malice,  hatred  and 
envy  do  increafe  :  then  it  is,  that  a  church  is  left  and 
given  up  to  reproach ;  thefe  are  church  difgracing  evilSy 
which  minifters  fiiould  earneftly  deprecate,  ^nd  afj 
*  Spare,' 

"icily y  When  deftrudive  fchifms  and  divifions  invade 
a  churcli,  fo  that  good  men,  both  minifters  and  profct 
ibrs  of  religion,  entertain  rongh  thoughts,  and  breakout 
into  uncharitable  reflexions,  and  fcvere  cenfures  one 
againft  another,  and  will  not  ufe  lenity  or  forbearance 
to  them  who  difrcr  ^rom  them  in  fome  leffer  things.' 
Thefe  are  evils  we  fhould  earneftly  pray  againft,  feeing 
they  manifcftiy  tend  to  exppfs  and  ruin  a  church;  fot 
they  put  a  ftcp  to  the  progrefs  of  the  gofpcl,  the  con* 
vtrlion  of  fouls,  and  in  bringing  of  ftrikUgers  toChrift? 
they  hinder  the  fweet  fellow  (hip  of  Chriftians  together, 
and  their  mutual  prayers  with  and  for  one  another ;  and 
open  a  flood-gate  for  innumerable  other  evils  :  as,  f^^ 
HiiUnce,  ihcy  take  U3  off  froim  the  vitals  and  cflentials 

of 
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m,  the  life  and  power  of  godlinefs  ;  and,  in  the 
:reof,  engage  and  employ  us  into  many  necdl^fs 

pafiionate  drivings,  envious  whiA^ers,  un- 
backbiting:?,  and  revengeful  aSions.  How  fad- 
d  do  we  find  that  word  of  the  Apoftic  James 
Vliere  envyinir  nnd  ftrife  1%  there  is  confufion, 
y  evil  work  !*  We  have  reafon  to  plead  and  cry 
his  woful  fpirit  of  ftrife  and  contention  ;  for, 
:  doth  take  place,  the  ^church's  heft  fiiend  is 
ovoked,  the  *  Prince  of  peace  ;'  and  (he  herfelf 
xpofed  to  the  fcorn  and  derifion  of  her  enerr.ies. 
[t  is  moft  reproachful  to  a  church,  when  doc- 
ors  creep  into  her,  when  her  teachers  begin  to 
un  the  pure  truths  of  God  h?nded  down  to 
d  ventdodrines  which  have  a  tendency  to  Ar- 
n,  Arianifm  or  Deifm  \  when  they  extol  natu- 
n  more  than  revelation,  the  power  of  corrupt 
lOrc  than  efficacious  free  grace,  mens  own,mo- 
rmances  more  th^n  impurcd  rivrhteoufnefs,  Je- 
l  as  a  pattern  more  than  as  a  propitiation  ;  or 
r  opinions  which  tend  to  fvip  the  foundation  of 
lity,  fJr  reproach  the'  holy  Spirit's  operations, 
^f  faith,  with  the  name  oJF  cnthufiafm :  thefe 
ch-expofing  evils,  which  we  ought  to  bewail 

agiinft.  , 

It  is  reproachful  to  a  church,  when  (he  is  fmit- 
barrennef?  and  unfruitfulnefs,  with  refpe6l  to 
ig  of  fouls,  and  bringing  forth  chiloren  to  God  : 
e  great  docSlrine  of  regeneration  and  the  new- , 
ittie  preached  or  experienced  in  her  *,  or,  when 
nent  ihe  hath  given  her  a  tnifcaryitig  womb  and 
h.  ♦  Lord,  fpare  thy  people,  and  give  not  thine 
to  this  reproach/ 

It  is  a  church- difgracing  evil^  when  Qod  with- 
is  holy  Spirit  and  his  gracious  influences  from 
fters  and  teachers,  in  atjy  meafure  or  degree  i 
li  there  are  many,  and  etlch  of  them  is  to  be 
and  deprecated  by  us.     A?,'  ly?,  When  we  are 

of  the  gifts  and  qualifications  we  once  had. 
ben  the  light  and  knowledge  we  retam,  hath  no 
;  on  our  confciences.  '^4lyt  When  welofe  our 
L.  I.  Mm.  '    fpirituality 
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fpirituality  and  livelinefs  in  the  worfliip  and  fernce^ 
God.  4/^/jf,  When  we  are  ftraitned  in  our  approadM 
to  God.  sfhiy^  When  we  begin  to  think  doty  a  wcaa 
nefs,  and  our  hearts  are  alienated  from  it.  6ihif,  Vflm 
heart-plagues  and  indwelling  corruptions  prevail .  9k 
increafe>  as  heart-atheifm,  unbelief,  carnality,  bti 
'jtkiyy  When  we  incline  towards  the  temptations  of  ftl 
and  fociety  of  ungodly  men.  Mfy^  When  woitd 
reftraints  are  taken  off,  and  we  turn  Ibofe  and  prafiult 
in  our  lives,  fo  as  (like  Eli's  fons)  to  tempt  men  M  dt* 
hor  the  oficrings  of  the  Lord.  "  O  Lord,  fpare  Aj 
people,  and  give  not  thy  church  to  this  reproach." 

tthly^  It  is  reproachful  to  the  Lord's  vineyard,  fikli 
breaches  are  made  in  her  walls  and  fences,  fo  that  kdi 
enemies,  the  foxes  and  wild  beads,  break  in,  and  (pofl 
the  vines  ;  when  ftrangers  do  devour  her  ftrength,  tbdte 
of  a  difierent  perfuafion  and  communion  do  (poil  ki 
ofher  ancient  rights  and  liberties:  when  patrons  aodM 
abettors  thruft  m  pallors  upon  Qiriftian  congregatieai 
ngainft  their  will,  whereby  God's  ordinances  are  A> 
ferted,  the  minidry  is  contemned,  the  Lord's  divii 
profaned,  the  flock  of  Chrift  is  fcattered  and  expofedas 
a  prey  to  fcducers.  Thefc  are  evils  we  fhould  bewtS 
and  pray  againft  with  tears,  crying,  ^'  Lord,  (pare  dqi 
church,  and  give  her  not  up  to  this  reproach.** 

^thiy^  It  is  difgracing  to  a  church,  when  God  WcJ 
his  face  from  her,  when  under  oppreiTion  and  diftrcfij 
and  covers  himfelf  with  a  cloud,  that  their  prayers  can- 
not pafs  through  *,  fo  that  enemies  are  ready  to  fay,  aaifl 
the  text,  *  Where  is  their  God  ?'  «  Where  is  the  M 
of  all  your  prayers  ?  where  is  he  in  whom  you  truftc<l 
for  help  ?  where  is  your  covenanted  God,  of  wbofe  pre* 
piifes  to  relieve  you  in  trouble,  you  were  wont  to  boaft? 
This  reproach  is  as  a  fword  in  his  peoples  bones,  Pfil 
xlii  10.  againft  which  let  us  pray,  *  Lord,  fpare  &! 
people,  and  give  not  thine  heritage  to  this  fad  reproad^ 

^thlyy  It  doth  fadly  expofe  a  church,  when  her  pilM 
are  removed;  whenthofe  are  difcouraged  oir  taken  w«^ 
who  were  wont  to  weep  and  wreftle  l^tween  the  pore 
and  the  altaf ,  and  ftood  in  the  breach  to  keep  off  wra! 
from  her  \  when  her  burning  and  ihining  lights  arees 

tinguiflicd 
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llinguifhed ;  the  precious  fons  of  Zion  are  thro^irn  by  as 
iWthen  pitchers ;  when  faithful  teachers  are  removed 
»iito  comers  or  graves,  and  fuch  put  in  their  room,  who 
ItoeuneHperienced  in  relig;ion,  harden  people  in  their  (inSf 
^loU  them  afleep  in  a  Chriftlefs  and  unre^neTate  ftate. 
.his  diftrefTmg  to  a  church,  when  her  pillars  are  ftruck 
jg^  perfecntion  is  intended  againft  the  champions  of 
^thrift's  caufe,  whereby  others  are  intimidated  with 
^iewr  to  own  it.  How  low  was  the  church  brought  in 
I 'Herod's  time,  A£bs  xii.  when  James  was  killed  with  the^ 
^IWord,  Peter  in  prifon  ready  to  be  executed,  and  iall  the 
Ireft  of  the  apoftles  were  dcfigned  as  a  facrifice  ?  then 
.  ihe  pillars  (hook,  the  difciples  trembled,  and  the  enemies 
^  biamphedw  This  was  a  time  of  reproach ;  and  it  be- 
■  ■  cones  all  the  minifters  of  the  Lord  to  weep  between  the 
r  '^ofchand  the  altar,  and  cry,  *  Spare  thy  people,  O  Lord» 
^  fpvenoc  thine  heritage  to  this  reproach,  t>r  any  other 
'.lUnurch-difgtacing  evil/ 

, ;  Ih  The  Second  head  I  propofed,  was,  t6  fhew  why  mi- 
^  Uftersfliould  be  fo  earnefl  with  God,  to  avert  thefc^ 

kkurcb-expofing  evils.     Reafons  for  it. 

'  -    I.  Becaufe  God  exprefsly  requires  this  at  their  hand^ 

Nilsin  thelext^  anil  alfo  in  Ifa.  Ixii.  6,  7*     *  I  have  fet 

I    Watchmen  upon  thy  walls,  O  Jerufalcm,' "  ■      -Ye  that 

teake  mention  of  the  Lord,   keep  not  lilcnce.     And 

give  him  no  reft,  till  he  eftablifh  Jerufalem.*     Where 

Ve  may  fee  the  great  end  for  which  God  fcts  minifters  in 

ftich  public  pods  ;  it  is  not  to  keep  filence  in  an  evil 

time,  as  'other  prudent  men  may  do,  but  to  fpeak  aloud 

h  Zion's  behalf,  and  to  intercecd  and  wreftle  with  God 

fcr  hcf-     And  we  fee  Goft  requires  f aithfulnefs  in  thii 

matter. 

a.  This  hath  been  the  approven  prafticc  of  the  Lord'd 
mphets  and  minifters  in  all  ages;  How  earneft  wa^ 
Mdfcs,  in  wreftling  and  pFeading  for  the  church  in  hid 
<ay!  Exod.  xxvii.  ir,  12,  13.  *  And  Mofes  befought 
fte  Lord  his  God,  and  faid,  Lord,  why  doth  thy  wrath 
^xhotagainft  thy  people,  which  thou  haft  brought  forth 
JHU  of  the  land  of  %ypt,  with  great  power  and  a  mighty 
fcand?  Wherefore  Ihould  the  Egyptians  fpeak,  and  fay^ 
for  imfchief  did  he  bring  them  out,  to  flay  them  in  the 
M  m  2  mountains! 
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mountains,  and  confume  them  from  the  earth  ?  Turt 
from  t!  y  fierce  wrath  and  repent  of  this  evil  againft  thf 
people.  Remen^bcr  Abraham,  Iftac  and  Ifrael  thv  f»- 
vants,  to  whom  thou  fweareft,'  &c.  Here  is  an  mtciw 
ceflbry  prayci  for  Ifrael,  full  of  the  moft  powerful  ar- 
|rumei)t8,  worthy  of  our  imitation.  In  like  manner  wu 
the  Prophet  Samuel  employed  for  the  church  in  his  tirnCi 
I  Sam  \\u  23  *  As  for  me  (faith  he)  God  forbid  that 
I  (liould  fin  againft  the  Lord,  in  ceafingto  pray  foryoii 
So  the  prophet  David  ,uTeftlcd  for  the  church,  PfaLxir. 

7.  *  O  that  the  falvation  of  Ifrael  were  come  out  of 
Zion  r  Pfal.  XXV  2?.  *  Redeem  Ifrael,  O  God,  out  of 
all  His  ;troub)efi.  Pfal.  li.  18.  *  Do  good  in  thy  good 
ple;fure  unto  Zion,  build  thou  the  walls  of  Jerufalenu' 
So  Afaph,  Pfal.  Ixxx.  14.  *  Return,  we  bcfecch  thcci- 
O  God  of  hotls  :  lock  down  from  heaven,  andvifitihis 
vine,'  &c.  Likewife  the  prophet  Jfaiah  was  thus  con- 
cerned, Ifa.  Ixii.  I.  *  For  Zion's  fake  will  *I  not  hoU 
my  peace,  and  for  Jeruf-^lem's  fake  will  1  not  reft,  nodi 
the  rightcoufnefs  thereof  go  fortli  as  brightnefs,  and  the 
falvvition  thereof  as  a  lamp  that  burneth.'  And  fothc 
prophet  Daniel  wreftled  fervently  for  the  church,  Dan. 
jx.  i6.  17,  18,  19.     So  did  Nehemiah,  Neh.  i.  5,  6, 7f 

8,  9,  &c.  And  fo  did  the  apoftle  Paul,  Rom.  i.  9.  and 
X.  I.  Eph,  i.  16,  17.  But  I  have  a  greater  pattern  to 
lay  before  you  than  all  thefe,  even  that  of  the  Angel  of 
the  Covenant,  the  great  Prophet  and  Teacher  of  the 
church,  Zech.  i.  12.  How  earneftly  doth  be  plead  for 
the  church  in  diftrcfs  ?'  O  Lord  of  hoils,  how  long  wilt 
thou  not  have  mercy  on  Jcrufalem,  and  the  cities  of 
Judah,  againft  which  thou  haft  had  indignation  thefe 
fevcnty  years  ?*     Let  us  imitate  him. 

3  Becaufe  God  is  exceedingly  delighted  with  fuch 
pleadings,  and  allows  great  familiarity  to  thofe  who  in* 
terceed  for  his  church,  Ifa.-xlv.  11.  and  promifeth  pto- 
fperity  to  them,  Pfal.  cxxii.  6. 

4.  Minifters  fliould  be  more  earneft  for  the  church 
in  trouble  than  other  men,  becaufe  they  are  Chrirt*8  prior 
cipal  fervants,  who  fhould  be  more  zealous  for  their  glo* 
rious  Mafter  than  others,  and  know  beft  the  near  rcU* 
tion  the  church  ftands  in  to  him,  that  (he  is  his  city,  hii 

houfcj 
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,  his  hcritape,  his  fpoufe,  his  body,  and  the  pur- 

of  his  blood.     And  therefore  miniftcrs,  for  their 

:r's  fake,  flioiild  interpofe  with  the  greateft  earheft- 

or  the  church. 

Becaufe  minifters  arc,  by  their  office,  bound  to 

more  compaffion  than  others  to  precious  fouls, 

I  cannot  mifs  to  be  in  a  miferable  (ituation,  when 

burch  is  diftreiTed  with  fpiritual  judgments,  as  the 

[rawing  of  the  Spirit  from  ordinances,  and  the 

e  of  dry  breafts, 

Becaufe  at  fuch  a  time  the  fouls  of  minifters  are 

0  fuffer,  as  well  as  others  ;  for  the  church,  being 
lother  of  us  all ;  if  it  be  ill  with  her,  and  her  con- 

1  (ickly  and  pining,  our  fouls  muft  languiih  with 
mens. 

Becaufe  minifters  (hould  beft  know  the  hazard  of 
[  filcnt  and  unconcerned  about  the  church's  danger 
rouble ;  feeing  there  is  a  heavy  wo  denounced  a- 
t  them,  *  who  are  at  eafe  in  Zion,  and  are  not 
ed  for  the  affli£tion  of  Jofeph,'  Amos  vi.  !•  6. 
they  know  what  wrath  was  threatened  againft 
sr,  if  (he  did  keep  filence  when  the  church  was  in 
er,  Efther  iv.  14.  *  For  if  thou  altogether  hold 
leace  at  this  time,  then  (hall  enlargement  and  dc*» 
ance  arifc  to  the  Jews  from  another  place,  but* 
and  thy  father's  houfe  fliall  be  defttoyed. 


HEAD    III. The  Improvement. 

rjl  Ufe  may  be  of  Lament aiion^  upon  the  account  of 
filence  and  unconcerned riefs  who  ^re  minifters  about 
jiurch  of  God  when  in  danger  and  diftrcfs.  Ah  ! 
few  are  there  among  us  of  Eli's  difpofition  this  day, 
fe  hearts  are  trembling  for  the  ark  of  God  !  How 
weeping  between  the  porch  and  the  altar,  and  cry- 
*  Spare  thy  people,  O  Lord,  and  give  not  thine 
ritancc  to  reproach  1'  Witnefs  the  unfrcquency  of 
days,  and  the  cold  entertainment  given  to  motions 
)bferving  them.  What !  is  it  a  time  for  filence  and 
icfs,  when  the  affairs  of  Zion  arc  in  fuch  a  melan- 
choly 
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choly  fituation  both  at  home  and  abroad  ?  Is  it  Hm^ 
for  us  to  dwell  at  eafe  in  our  ceiled  houfes,  when  thi 
Lord's  houfc  is  threatened  to  be  laid  wafte  by  our  wo- 
ful  backflidings^  and  de(lru£live  divifions  ?  Isitbeeoin^ 
ingr  the  character  of  Chrift's  ambafladors,  to  fliet^anm- 
differcncy  ancnt  his  chuTch*8  danger,  and  to  aft  ihc  part 
of  a  Heathen  Gallio,  to  care  for  none  of  thefe  thioglf 
O  what  caufe  hare  we  to  bewail  the  cafe  of  thofe,  who 
can  be  eafy  about,  the  public  intereft  of  the  church,  if  it 
go  well  with  their  own  private  affairs ;  who  care  not, 
if  they  can  fwim  in  profperiiy,  though  the  church  be 
drowned  in  tears  and  blood  !  What  is  this  !  but  to  hi 
like  the  king  and  Hamon,  who  fat  down  to  drink  when 
the  city  Shuflian  was  perplexed,  Efther  iii.  15.  For  a 
Chriftian  minifter  to  mind  his  private  concerns,  asi 
neglefb  the  public,  is  as  great  folly,  as  if  a  failor  is  a 
fiorm  (hould  notice  only  his  private  cheft,  and  oetfiefi 
the  veffel  in  which  he  and  his  effe£^s  are  embarkdlt 
It  is  recorded,  as  a  praifb-worthy  a£lion,  and  a  noM 
evidence  of  a  public  fpirit  in  one  Tercntius,  a  captsiil 
under  the  emperor  Valens,  who,  having  done  fome  fpc^ 
cial  fervice  to  the  emperor,  for  which  he  judged  Km 
worthy  of  an  eminent  reward,  he  bid  him  a(k  whatM 
•would  have,  and  it  fhould  be  granted.  WliereupoOi 
after  an  advifement,  he  wrote  a  petition  to  the  emperor^ 
That  the  Orthodox  Chriftians  might  have  liberty  of  a 
church  by  themfelves,  where  they  might  worfhip  GoH 
feparately  from  the  Arians.  The  emperor  being  Ariail . 
himfelf,  was  much  offended  with  the  petition,  toreitirt 
pieces,  and  threw  it  away,  bidding  the  captain  aik  fomc- 
thing  for  himfelf :  but  he  carefully  gathering  up  the 
pieces  of  his  torn  petition,  faid.  If  he  could  not  bd 
heard  in  Chrift's  caufe,  he  would  alk  nothing  for  him- 
felf. Alas !  that  we,  who  are  Chrift's  minifters,  fliottW 
fall  fo  much  (hort  of  this  foldier  in  conccjuifor  Chrift's 
intereft  ! 

But  the  beft  improvement  we  can  ttiake  of  this  doc*- 
trine  is  for  amendment ',  and  therefore  I  Qiall  proceed 
to  a 

Sfccnd  UlfiqfExiffrtatUn,  And  berci  my  dearbiethfetfi 
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flfef  TAt  to  be  your  humble  remembraTicery  and  mj 
mti  monitor  :  and  the  duty  exhorted  to,  is,  that  I  have 
een  infifting  upon  from  the  text,  weep  and  pray  for 
II  the  churches  of  God  that  are  in  diftrefs,  and  efpo- 
kily  the  church  of  Scotland,  our  mother  churchy 
vhich  at  fliis  day  is  in  danger  of  being  torn  In  pieces 
voi  deftroyed,  if  God  in  his  mercy  do -not  pre?ertt  i^* 
Diet  us  cry  with  all  our  might,  *  Lord,  fpare  thy  peo- 
ple, and  give  not  thine  heritage  (in  Scotland)  to  re- 
^acfa:  wherefore  (hall  they  fay  among  the  peoplci 
irhere  is  their  God  ?'  And,  for  youf  encouragement 
to  wreftle  and  plead  witii  God  in  her  bch^f,  let  me 
pfer  thefe  confiderations ; 

u  Such  pleadings  are  moil  acceptable  to  God,  and 
pwvalcnt  with  him.  Who  arc  they  but  the  wreftlers 
kbit  <j^iver  the  church,  and  preferve  the  iilaiid  i 

3iptfaofe  who  are  moft  concerned  for  the  church  in 
danger^  ihall  have  the  greateft  (hare  in  her  comforts 
Hfcen  God  refcucs  her.  They  who  fow  moft  of  the 
feed  of  tears  for  Z  ion,  (hall  reap  moft  of  her  joys,  when 
the  harveft  comes. 

J.  We  have  noble  arguments  to  make  ufe  of  in  plead- 
lag  with  God  for  this  poor  church,  as  well  as  they  had 
rfold,  for  Ifrael. 

As,  (i.)  The  companion  of  his  nature,  which  hath 
often  interpofed  for  this  church,  when  he  feemed  tohave 
given  her  up.  So  was  it  in  the  cafe  of  Ifrael,  Judg.  x. 
14.  where  God  appeared  to  rejeft  them,  and  bid  them, 
■  Go  cry  to  the  gods  they  had  chofen,  and  let  thefe  de- 
liver them  in  the  time  of  their  trouble ;'  yet  when  If- 
tacl  pcrfifted  in  crying  for  pity,  it  is  faid,  v";  i6'  *  His 
fcttl  was  grieved  for  the  mifery  of  Ifrael,  and  he  deliv- 
ered them/' 

(2.)  We  may  plead  the  glory  of  his  name,  as  of 
dd,  Jer,  xiv.  21.  *  Lord,  do  not  difgrace  the  throne 
tf  thy  glory,'  viz.  the  temple  where  thy  glory  is  diC 
^ayed :  q*  d*  *  Lord,  we  deferve  to  have  difgrace  put 
^Bpen  41S  \  but  let  O  it  be  in  fiich  a  way,  that  the  dif- 
grace may  not  rcfleft  upon  thyfelf,  upon  thy  worflup, 
wy  ordinances,  thy  attributes,  thy  promifes.  L^t  net 
Sl!^  enemies  have  occafion  to  reproach  thy  name,  or  to 
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fay,  nuhere  ts  mnv  their  God  P  Where  is  the  God  tfccf 
always  boafted  of,  as  fupqrior  to  all  the  gods  of  the 
nations  ?'  So  nray  we  fay,  *  Lord,  do  for  thy  ow» 
name's  fake ;  it  is  no  great  matter  what  become  of  the 
miniftcrs  or  profeiTors  of  Scotland  ;  but  what  wilt  thou 
do  for  thy  great  name,  that  may  come  fome  way  to  fof- 
fer  with  them  ?  Lord,  what  will  the  Egyptians  (aj  ?* 
Exod.  xxxii. 

(^o,.^  We  may  plead  his  covenant  with  us,  as  they 
did,  Jer.  xiv.  21.  I^ord^  remember  and  break  not  eovmant  ^ 
"uith  us.     Though  we  have  broke  to  thee,  Lord>  do  not  * 
thou  break  to  us.     We  are  a  people  in  covenant  iwdi; ' 
thre  more  explicitly  than  other  nations  j  we  are  a  laod  :, 
pecuharly  given  to  Chrifl  by  the  father's  donation,  as  j 
being  amoiij^ft  the  end^  and  uttermoft  parts  of  theeardn  1 
and  among  the  ifles,  which  have  feen  his  falvati^,  airf.^ 
waited  for  his  law  ;  we  are  a  land  mod  folenJ||^  de- 
voted to  God  by  our  reforming  anceftors,  who,  in  s  - 
national  way,  avouched  the  Lord  to  be  their  God  *,  ani  ' 
at  the  fame  time  gave  up  themfelves  and  their  pofteritr  ' 
to  the  Lord  •,  and  thou,  Lord,  didft  declare  thyfelf  weft 
pleafed  with  the  bargain,  thou  didft  fill  the  temple  with.' 
thy  glory,  work  great  deliverance  for  uf,  and  roifc  up  i 
faviours  unto  us,  when  we  were  broui^ht  very  low.    0 
do  not  now  forfake  thine  inheritance  1  '[ 


'       DIRECTIONS. 

I  proceed,  in  t?:e  next  place,  wirh  all  humility,  ts  ; 
offer  fome  advices  proper  for  niinifters  of  the  gofpei,rc*  \ 
lative  to  this  fu.  j*-^^  :  and,  that  I  may  the  better  reach  : 
them,  I  (hall  propofe  and  ai  fwer  fome  quc(lions.  ' 

^tefl*  I.  *  What  things  (hall  we  pray  for  at  this  time  i 
unto  this  church,  for  preventing  her  reproach,  retriev-  \ 
ing  her  credit,  and  pron.oting  hex  welfare  ?' 

Atifw.  I.     Let  us  pr^y  for  a  fpirit  of  repentance,- 
mourning  and  fupplic-ition,  to  all  ranks  among  uf,  that 
we  may  all  be  difpofed  to  humble  ourfelves  before  the  • 
Lord,  and  mcurnfully  to  bewail  cur  fms,   our  backflid^ 
ings  and  defections,  which  have  provoked  God  to  with^' 
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[tkiSJir  ftom  ttS|  and  threaten  to  give  us  up  to  reproach^ 
rO  that  Scotland  were  brought  to  the  temper  of,  peni- 
iAwt  returning  iEfrael,  i  Sam.  vil.  2.  where  it  is  laid, 
tiftt  *  all  Hirael  lamented  after  the  Lord  1'  Were  all 
;  httks  moved  in  a  penitent  manner  to  come  and  lament 
i^ after  a  departing  God,  it  would  be  a  hopeful  token  for 
jriieland. 

t  %,  Let  us  pray  for  God^s  poUring  out  his  Spirit  front 
"im  high  upon  the  ordinances  and  ademblies  of  this  land> 
lor  convincing,  enlightening,  and  converting  of  foUls 
•to' the  Lord  :  For  our  affairs  will  nev^r  take  a  turn  to 
^tte4>etter,  *  until  the  Spirit  be  poured  out  from  on 
|ltigh,'  ifa.  kxxVu  15  :  Till  then, our  wildernefs  will  not 
f  te  turned  to  a  fruitful  field.  Well,  then,  let  us  all  pra^ 
if  for  a  time  when  gofpel-ordinances,  difpenfed  by  us^ 
I'iM,  be  remarkably  backed  by  God's  power  and  pre- 
}  face  \  for  a  time  when,  by  the  effufion  of  the  Spirit^ 
f  Ifpeat  and  efiedual  door  (hall  be  opened  to  us,  as  waji 
f  tp^Paiil  at  Ephefus,  i  Cor.  xVi  9*  *  a  door  of  utter- 
itHKf  opened  in  miniders  mouths,  and  a  door  of  en* 
ifloce  in  iinners  hearts  ;  a  time  when  miniders  minds 
ftdl  be  enlightened,  their  hearts  warmed,  memories 
Vnngthened)  and  tongues  loofed ;  fo  that  they  fhall 
.IttVe  a  great  facility  in  uttering  their  thoughts  ;  ■•  their 
rkarts  fhall  indite  a  good  matter,  and  their  tongues  bd 
:  *8thc  pen  of  a  ready  writer/  Let  us  pray  for  the  time 
f  Wicn  miniftcrs  mouths  fhall  be  opened,  ^nd  hearers 
■^  appetites  (harpened  ;  when  minrfters  heaits  fliall  be  en- 
^  Miljed,  and  hearers  hearts  melted  5  when  the  arrovirs 
i  tf  the  word  fhall  be  direfted  by  a  powerful  hand,  td 
f  jieRe  tljc€on-fciencts  of  men,  and  they  brought  there- 
^■«jflo<make  ferious  enquiries  about  their  -eternal  date, 
I'  *  What-muft  we  do  to  be  favcd  ?'  This  would  retrieve 
f«4r  credit* 

i  J.  Let  us  pray  eatncdly  for  the  dowtj-pouripg  of  the 
!  Spirit  upon  young  duriems  and  eipeftants  of  the  holy 
ti&iiftfy,  That  God  may  make  them  acquainted  with 
hgcneration-word  in  their  younger  years,  and  iraife  up 
Itxmgft  them  eminent  indrumentp  of  his  glory  ^  mak^ 
ihtm  burning  and  fhining  Hghts,  men  of  public  fpirits^ 
Mm  will  dcfiK  to-fpend  and  be  fpent  for  the  glory  of 
Vol*  I*  N  n  Chrift 
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Chriit  and  winning  of  fouls ;  men  that  wUl  prefer  Jitf 

ff ufnlem  to  their  chitfcft  joy  ;  men  that  wiil  be  fititifatf 
weighted  with  the  work  rhcy  are  undertaking,  and  ooiw 
cemed  to  be  cleared  about  their  havinjg  God's  caU  m 
it ;  men  that  will  not  ruCh  forwardly  upon  the  woii|f 
have  an  adive  liand  in  thrulting  themfeWes  inn>  titt 
vineyard,  and  fo  run  unfent,  but  wait  patiently  tiit 
God  clear  their  way.  O  that  God  would  taffe  up  fuck 
a  miniilry  in  Scotland  for  the  next  age!  O  that  he 
would  fend  fuch  labourers  into  his  harreft  I  Thii 
would  prevent  our  reproach,  and  retrieve  our  credit. 

4  Let  U8  pray  for  the  continuance  of  the  purity  cC 
do£lrine  and  worlhip  in  the  Ian  J,  that  God  may  pn^ 
ferve  us  from  deifm,  and  wh  itever  hath  a  tendeicy 
thereto ;  and  from  all  Popi(h,  Socinian,  or  Arim  o^ 
rors  *,  and  that  he  may  delivf r  us  from  all  Pelagian  afll 
Arminian  tenets  and  opinions ;  that  fo  men  may  ice 
and  acknowledge  God  in  every  thing ;  whereas  reh- 
^ians  and  Arminians  fcarce  fee  God  in  any  thing,  bat 
make  man  himfelf  (as  it  were)  a  God,  by  afcribing  al 
to  his  natural  powers,  and  making  him  indepeodflit 
with  rcfpeft  to  his  converfion  and  fpiritual  perfoioh 
ances.  O  what  a  reproach  would  it  be  to  us,  if  fuch 
errors  fhould  prevail  among  us ! 

5  Let  us  pray  for  the  prcfervation  of  the  peace  and 
unity  of  this  church,  and  that  our  breaches  may  all  be 
healed,  and  greater  breaches  prevented  ;  that  God  atf 
pity  us  in  our  prefent  fitu  .t  011,  and  raifc  up  peace-ns' 
kers  amor^gft  us;  that  he  may  infpire  all  the  minito* 
of  this  church  with  a  fpirit  of  mtcknefs,  charity,  isi 
forbearance  towards  their  brethren,  who  cannot  att«n 
to  the  fame  light  with  them  in  fome  leiTer  matters }  and 
that  he  iftay  deliver  us  from  a  fpiiit  of  bittcmefs,  ma* 
lice,  or  perfccution,  againft  our  brethren-  .  O  IW 
monftrous  and  reproachful  will  it  be,  for  thofe  "vho 
bear  the  charadler  of  Chrift's  lambs  and  doves,  to  fall 
a-biting  and  tearing  one  another,  like  lions  and  beaft* 
of  prey  I 

6.  Let  us  pray  for  the  removing  of  all  theOe  thiflgi 
which  are  the  caufes  of  diviiion  and  contention  amoBg 
us  I  and,  p«urticularlyi  for  deliverance  from  all  fpiritaal 

oppreflioii] 
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fppTcffion,  and  encroachments  upon  thf  rights  and  li- 
KTties  of  this  church,  by  patrons  or  others,  that  fo 
omfrregations  may  be  fupplied  with  paftors  with  the 
iCMi&nt  and  good-liking  of  the  members  thereof ;  this 
i^uld  contribute  much  for  our  welfare,  and  prevent 
iTWr  reproach. 

jil'  7..Let  us  pray,  that  God  would  pour  out  a  fpirit  of 
■ieformation,  and  of  zeal  for  piety,  and  ngainft  all  man- 
jtMr  of  fm  and  vice,  upon  all  ranks  of  pcrfons  amongft 
fps;  fuch  as  magi(lr<^tcs,  miniflers,  elders,  heads  of  fa- 
milies, parents,  and  teachers  of  youth;  fo  that  every 
l|erfon,  in  their  refpeftivc  (lations,  may  vigouroufly 
^rt  thcmfelves  for  fupprefling  (in,  and  recommend- 
ing the  excrcifc  of  godlinrfs  amongft  thofe  committed 
•tfr  their  charge  :  And  hereby  the  cre^lit  and  profperity 
Jtf  the  church  would  be  greatly  promoted. 
'  ^ieft.  2.  How  is  it  that  we  muft  pray  for  the  church, 
4b  as  to  prevail  ? 

y-  Anf.  1.  *  Let  us  prav  in  faith,'  Jam  1.  6.  believing 
Aat  God  is  infinite  in  power,  and  able  to  help ;  full 
^  compailion,  and  ready  t(^  help ;  and  depending  en- 
tirely upon  the  merits  and  mediation  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
•lor  acceptance  in  our  pruyers.  2,  Let  us  'pray  with 
fervency,  like  Jacob,  who  wreftled  with  God,  when 
he  prayed.  Let  us,  by  iTiportunate  addrcffjs,  bellege 
iieaven  with  holy  violence ;  and,  like  Samion,  let  us 
few  ourfeives  with  all  our  might,  in  order  to  pull  cjown 
Ae  pillars  of  Dagon's  temple.  3.  Let  us  join  penitent 
tcari  with  our  leivent  pr  lyers  -,  for,  in  the  text>  we 
fad  weeping  and  praying  linked  together  ;  Alfo  the 
famous  wreftler  Jacob  *  wept  and  made  f application,^ 
when  he  prevailed  with  the  angel,  Hof.  xii.  4.  4.  Let 
08  pray  in  an  argumentative  manner,  when  we  plead 
>riA  God  for  his  church  ;  Let  us  fill  our  mouths  with 
vguments,  as  in  the  text,  and  as  Mofes  did,  Exod. 
Axii.  II,  12,  13.  5.  Let  u>  pray  with  perfeverance, 
18  we  are  direfted,  Eph  vi:  i«.  Rom.  xii^  12.  *  Hold 
not  your  peace,  give  him  no.  reft,*  faith  the  prophet, 
i&«Jxii.  I,  6,  7.  6.  Let  .our  prayers  be  joined  with 
*4iligcnt  ufe  of  the  means,  to  obtain  the  favours  w^ 
N  n  2  4fc  s 
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tSli  At  idfe  beggars  are  net  welcome  to  m«n^lciaQi 
fo  neither  are  tlvpy  to  God's.     And  this  kafdn  to 

Slutft'  3<  What  ate  thofe , means  and  endeavowwyia 
per  to  be  ufed  by  us,  in  conjun£Kon  with  our  prarfen 
in  order  to  obtain  the  credit  and  ptofpertty  of  tki 
churchy  and  to  prevent  her  reproach  ? 

Anf*  I  defire,  m  the  bumbieft  Aianner,  to  ofo  tM 
following  to  my  brethren's  confideratbn  : 

I.  Let  us  all  endeavour  to  be  like  the  well^famiflicii 
fcribe,  that  bringeth  forth  out  of  his  treafiire,  '  thiipi 
both  new  and  old/  t.  e.  Let  us  ftudy  to  fumiAied  win 
a  fiock  of  neceSary  and  ufeful  knowledge,  that  we  mvf 
bring  forth  variety  of  provifion  for  the  entertaimneol 
of  our  peoples  fouls :  *  Tj^e  priefts  lips  (hould  pfeleifc 
Icnowledge.'  In  die  \s$  place,  Let  us  all  be  weU*iUkd 
in  fcripture> knowledge,  in  the  knowledge  of  God  aM 
his  perfedions,  and  of  the  niyftery  of  the  Trinity^  fe(ar 
9S  revealed,  .and  of  Jefus  Chrift,  our  furety  and  fiKai 
fice.  Likewife,  we  need  the  knowledge  of  hmiaii  aits 
and  fciences,  and  of  the  languages;  and  eipeciaUy tbofi; 
in  which  the  holy  bible  was  firft  written :  This  \ivxm» 
ledge  is  a  good  handmaid  to  divinity  and  fcriptmO" 
knowledge  \  and,  for  acquiring  thefe,  we  ought  to  bwt 
xiurfeues  of  learning,  and  fchools  of  the  prophetSf  as  ia 
ancient  ages« 

There  is  a  fc£t  lately  rifen  among  us,  who  decry  fttd^ 
knowledge  as  unneceifary  for  gofpel-minifters,  vA 
therefore  make  choice  of  illiterate  men  for  that  office, 
But,  if  the  devil  ihould  (lir  up  Arians,  Socinians,  Dc- 
]ft^,  or  oihers,  to  make  an  attack  upon  our  holy  relip 
gion,  what  could  fuch  men  do  to  defend  it  I  If  Rome 
^ould  fend  her  fubtile  Jefuits  and  learned  priefts  amoog 
US|  to  fubvert  the  Proteilant  do£lrines,  and  miflead  oiK 
people,  how  would  thefe  unlearned  preachers  be  aUc 
to  maintain  them,  and  difcover  the  fallacies  of  their  ^ 
guments  ? 

Ohje^.  O  (fay  they)  we  have  the  word  to  oi^>oli( 
them. 

Anf,  ift.  Had  there  not  been  men  of  learning  befoif 
youtohavetranflatedit,  you  even  would  not  have  bad  that* 
^(/Ar,  Put  th^  \^^  fwQrd  tver  was,  in  the  hand  of  one 
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[lut  ^trants  ikiil  to-ufe  it^  he  coulii  not  tfaeseby  defend 
lifBfdf  agaunft  him-  that  is  expert  in  die  sort  of  fencing, 
ifhen  the  conning  Jefnit  ft»U  allege^  The  paflage  yoit 
fMe  i»  not  juftiy  tranflated,  what  would  you  anfwer 
)tm  i  It  ham  been  jodiciouily  t^fenretly  by  the  audiors 
ef  our  ecclefiaftic  hiftortes,  that  the  bloody  emperor 
Bioclefian  did  not  fa  much  mifchief  to  the  enurch  and 
Imi  Aiimfters^  as  the  emperor  Julian  the  apoftate  did.* 
Jhe  firft,  indeed,,  put  many  of  them  to  death ;  but 
the  devil  learned  Julian  another  way,  viz.  to  take  away 
ikt  maintenance  of  minifters,  and  put  down  their  fchoola 
if  learning  ;  and  hereby  Julian  did  the  greatcft  damage 
flfthe  two:  Fof,  though  Dioclefian  took  many  emi« 
Hent  men  away,  there  ftill  arofe  others  in  their  ftead  ; 
bilf  the  robbing  of  minifters  and  ibhools  of  learning, 
d  their  maintenance  and  rerenues,  did  hinder  a  fuc« 
4eiBon  of  able  minifters  in  the  church.  And  (hall  any 
kier  of  Zion  join  iffue  with  that  in£unous  apoftate  r 
let  young  preachers  and  expectants  remember  this, 
dkat  they  may  diligently  improve  their  excellent  oppor* 
tantties  ifn  furnifhing  themfelves  with  the  knowledge 
tf  the  languages,  hiftory,  philofophyi  mathematicsy 
g^raphy,  aftronomy,  and  polemic  divinity,  which; 
Ut  good  handmaids  to  fcripture- knowledge  :  And  this 
would  be  one  way  to  promote  the  welfare  of  thia 
church,  and  prevent  her  reproach ;  for,  an  ignorant 
miniftry  is  a  reproach  to  any  church. 

II.  Let  all  of  us  ftody,  in  a  fpecial  manner,  to  be 
&tmd  among  thefe  who  deferve  the  character  of  able 
minifters  of  the  New  Tcftament,  mentioned  by  the  a- 
poftle,  2  Cor,  iii.  6.  ^ej}.  Who  is  it  that  may  be 
ticnominated  an  able  minifter  of  the  New  Tcftament  > 
Afi/,  He  is  one  that  is  well  fkilled  in  the  myftery  o 
Ckrift,  and  him  crucified  ;  that  knows  how  to  open  up 
m  covenant  of  grace,  and  the  method  of  our  juftifica- 
tioQ  by  Jefus  Chrift,  and  his  righteonfnefs  only.  He 
makes  it  his  main  bufinefs  to  hold  forth  the  excellency 
9Sid  ufefulncfs  of  Chrift,  both  for  ouP  juftification  and 
ftai^ification.  He  looks  upon  Jefus  Chrift  as  the 
Ouriftian's  great  furety  and  facrificci  and  alfo  as  his 

head 
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head  of  ihflttence^  his  lifc«  and  that  *  without  Chrift 
we  can  do  nothing  :*  And,  thcrrforc,  he  makes  it  the 
great  end  of  his  fermons  to  exalt  Chrift»  and  free  gnce 
difplayed  through  him  ;  to  pre;*ch  up  Chrift.  antf  prach 
down  felf\  to  make  Chrift  ally  and  ielf  mthingi  Andf 
whether  he  preach  duties  or  privileges,  threitenings  of 
promifesy  the  tendency  of  all  is  to  lead  fin  nets  from  a 
•covenant  of  works  to  a  covenant  of  grace,  from  fclf  to 
Chrift.  Ag:nn,  this  New-  icftament  minifter,  not  on- 
ly preached  up  the  excellency  of  the  righteoufiieis  of 
.Chrift,  and  of  faith  therein,  for  our  falvation  %  but  he 
sdfo  infifts  upon  the  necelBty  of  repentance  for  fin,  and 
reformation  from  it :  He  prrfles  the  f>ra£lide  of  boli* 
nefs  and  all  moral  duties,  to  complete  the  charader  o( 
a  true  Chriftian  :  He  affures  all  his  hearers,  that  *  with- 
out holinefs  no  man  can  fee  God  ;'  feeing  it  is  impofr 
ble  a  man  can  be  a  good  Chnftian  (piofefs  what  he 
will)  unlefs  he  be  a  good  moralift ;  he  muft  mind,  the 
fecond  table  duties  as  well  as  the  firft ;  he  muft  Mt 
only  attend  divine  worfhip,  hut  he  muft  be  fober,  bonefty 
chafte,  meek,  juft,  merciful,  charitable,  and  benefi- 
cent, minding  his  neighbour's  intereft  as  well  as  his 
own  ;  and  in  thefe  things  following  the  example  of  the 
holy  Jefus,  his  Lord  and  pattern.  But  then,  the  Neir- 
Teftament  minifter  is  concerned  that  mens  morals  be 
of  the  right  ftamp  -,  that  they  be  Chriftian  morals,  tnd 
of  the  fame  nature  with  gofpel-holinefs  or  fanftifica* 
tion ;  and,  in  order  thereto,  he  direfts  men  to  Jefos 
Chrift,  the  treafiire  and  fountain  of  grace  and  hoiinefs} 
the  fountain  of  fanftification  as  well  as  of  juftification* 
Morality,  performed  in  the  ftrength  of  nature,  is  ftitt 
four  fruit,  and  can  never  pleafe  God,  till  it  fpring  from 
Chrift  as  the  root ;  unregencrate  morality,  however  fsf 
men  advance  in  it,  is  ftill  but  nature  at  beft.  The 
heart  muft  be  renewed,  and  the  foul  united  to  Chriftf 
before  morality  can  be  refined  into  gofpeUbolinefs,  and 
moral  virtues  commence  Chriftian  graces.  The  golpd 
minifter  teacheth;  that  ail  acceptable  morality,  all  true 
grace  or  holinefs,  is  the  proper  .refult  of  the  foul's  «• 
nio'n  with  the  holy  Jcfus,  our  living  head,  who  is  the 
firft  and  immediate  receptacle  of  the  holy  Spirit,  afl^ 

of 


""The  Church  Dangir.  6tt^ 

all  fanftifying  influences  for  the  ufc  of  his  members  ; 
d  i^t  of  his  fullncfs  we  muft  by  fdith  teccive  thofc 
al  and  quickening  influences  neccflary  for  promoting 
idification  in  us.  And,  O  how  much  would  it  be  for 
e  credit  and  intcreft  of  this  and  every  Chriftian 
iurch,  to  be  duly  provided  with  fuch  able  minifters  of 
c  Nevr  Teftament ! 

III.  Let  us  be  diligent  in  inftmfting  our  people  in 
ic  knowledge  of  the  firft  principles  of  Chriftianity,  and 
pecially  in  catechifing  of  the  youth.  The  moft  fa- 
I0U8  of  the  ancient  Fathers  have  gloried  in  their  being 
ktechifts.  This  is  a  moft  neceflary  part  of  our  work : 
wr,  if  the  foundations  of  knowledge  be  not  carefully 
id  among  our  people,  our  fuccefs  muft  be  marred  ; 
Ml  beft  fermons  will  be  loft  upon  them,  if  ignorance 
revttil  among  them.  And,  feeing  youth  is  the  mould* 
ig  age,  and  die  proper  feafon  for  receiving  inftrudion, 
«  ought  to  improve  it  well,  bf  frequent  and  diligent 
itechifing.  A  ytKtX  will  long  retain  the  fcent  of  that 
'ith  which  it  is  firft  feafoned ;  fo  perfons  arc  more 
nkly  to  retain  good  impreffions  made  upon  them  in^he 
me  of  youth,  than  afterwards.  Let  us  look  upon  the 
oung  as  the  feed  of  the  next  generation,  as  the  lambs 
f  the  flock,  towards  whom  a  fpeci;^!  care  and  tender- 
eft  is  to  be  exprefled.  The  firft  charge  Chrift  gave 
3  Peter,  was,  *  to  feed  his  lambs/  the  young  and 
reak  of  the  flock.  This  is  the  moft  ufual  feafon  of 
onverfion,  the  time  when  the  heart  is  fooneft  melted, 
nd  the  afieftions  are  the  moft  pliable  ;  and,  if  ever  we 
irevail  with  finners,  youth  is  the  moft  likely  time  for 
t.  And,  therefore,  let  us  have  a  tender  care  of  the 
oong  in  our  congregations,  and  more  efpecially  at  their 
trft  admiflion  to  the  Lord's  table  :  This  is  the  time  of 
heir  renewing  their  baptifmal  covenant,  their  becom* 
Qg  Chriftians  by  their  own  voluntary  choice,  as  well 
•  by  their  parents  dedication-,  the  time  of  their  entier- 

?\  into  the  adult  ftaie  of  churdi-members ;  the  time 
laying  the  foundation-ftone  of  their  fpiritual  build* 
Bg,  their^  foul's  falvation  :  And,  therefore,  it  (hould  be 
tone  with  deliberation^  holy  ikiil^  and  deep  digging,  by 

humiliation^ 
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humiliation,  repentance*  felf-fi»rthing,fenotmcing  Mk 
righteoufncfs,  and  removing  all  faMfe  foundations,  (3l 
they  win  to  the  rock  Chrift,  and  his  moft  perfeA  rightt^ 
oufnefsi  as  the  only  ground  of  their  juftificaitioii  aiki 
acceptance  at  God'«  bar.     And  this  being  funh-aoitir 
cal  time  for  their  fouls,  we  ought,  according  to 'tki^ 
fembly's  dire£tion,  diligently  to  inftruft  iheoo  beiart 
their  firft  admiflion  to  the  Lord's  Supper,  particulvlf 
as  to  the  covenant  of  grace,  and  the  articles  thopof } 
and  take  them  folemnly  eogs^d  thereunto,  andithstil  ; 
a  more  exprefs  way  than  we  did  their  fathers  at  fUi 
baptifm.    Let  us  put  fuch  queftions  ta  thorn  aa  tbefl^  i 
and  wait  for  their  anfwers  :  <  ; 

I .  ^  What  fcnfe  have  ycu  of  your  mifery  bf  fiat«% 
and  while  under  the  covenant  of  works  ?  .       ' 

a.  i^.  Do  you  fee  the  need  you  ftandin  -of  |jhe!!il^ 
diator's  help  to  relieve  yoji  out  of  this  ftatc  ? 

3.  ^  Are  you  fenfible  of  your  brefd(ing  your  J)qh 
tifmal  engagements,  by  running  away  from  Chrift^oo^ 
Captain,  going  over  to  the  devii'^s  .camp,  and  ftaadMg 
long  out  againft  Chrift's  calls  ? 

4.  ^  Are  youdefirous  to. return  unto  the  Lori(  tl 
penitent  prodigals,  and  mourning  backiliders,  with  youf 
face  Zion-wards,  weeping  as  yc  go,  willing  to  rcoeir 
your  baptifmal  vows,  faying,  *  Come,  let  us  join  oitf* 
felves  to  the  Lord  in  an  everhding  covenant,  neiKer  to 
be  forgotten  ?* 

5.  ^  Are  you  content  to  break  with  the  trinity.^ 
heU,  and  engage  with  the  Trinity  of  heaven  !  i.^e.  hut 
you  content  to  renounce  the  world,  the  devil,  and  ^ 
ilefh ;  and  to  accept  of  God  the  father  as  your  UA^i 
God  the  Son  as  your  redeemer,  and  God  the  Holy  Cboft 
as  your  fan£tifier,  in  whofe  name  ye  are  baptiiscd-^ 

6.  ^  Do  you  admire  redeeming  love  in  jjie  Son  ^ 
God,  his  undertaking  to  be  afurety  and  (a.crifice  for  thl^ 
race  of  fallen  Adam,  when  he  paft  by  fallen  angels^  i 

7.  ^  Do, you  heartily  approve  of  this  ea^.ccHent  4»)1^' 
trivance  and  gcfpel-.mtihod  of.falvation  thro' the:fufetf* 
§iip  and  fan£tification  of  Jefus^Chrift  ?  Do^ethtni^ 
this  a  device  worthy  of  Gud,  and  of  mfinite  wiidom  ? 

8.41^ 


Tie  Churches  Dangfty  763 

S«  ^  Arc  you  therefore  willing  to  renounce  your 
arn  righteoufnefs  and  ftrength,  as  infuflScient  to  anf «ver 
be  demands  of  the  law,  and  to  accept  of  a  farety  for 
Hlh,  and  fay,  *  in  the  Lord  Jefus  I  have  righteoufnefs 
|id  ftrenKth ;'  I.  am  willing  to  make  ufe  of  a  borrowed 
Ibeiigth  for  my  performing  of  duty,  and  of  a  borrowed 
n^teou&efs  for  my  acceptance  in  duty  ? 
:  9.  ^  Are  you  willing  to  go  in  to  this  felf-de- 
jqfing  method  of  falvation  ;  and  are  you  well  pleafed 
nfiiik  it,  as  it  tends  to  make  you  eternal  debtors  to  free 
fncef  excludes  all  glorying  and  boafting  in  the  crea- 
putt  and  afcribes  all  the  glory  of  your  falysTtion  to 
Chrift  only ;  takes  the  crown  off  the  head  of /^{f^  and 
imts  it  on  the  head  of  Chrift  ? 

10.  ^.  Are  you  content  to  acce|)t  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
dw  mediator  betwixt  God  and  man,  in  all  his  ofHces  ; 
as  a  prophet,  to  inftru£t  and  teach  you  ;  as  a  prieft,  to 
lt09P  and  intercede  for  you ;  and  as  a  ^ng,  to  rule  in 
lod  over  you  ? 

.\  II,  ^.  Are  you  content  to  take  Chrift  as  a  King  to 
nnrem  you  by  his  laws,  as  well  as  a  prieft  to  fave  you 
Of  his  blood  ?  Are  you  defirous  he  fhould  come  in  as 
a  lung  to  execute  his  kingly  ofBce  in  your  foul,  to  fet 
Mp  his  throne  in  your  heart,  and  fubdue  all  indwell* 
iog  (in,  and  to  conquer  all  your  lufts  and  corruptions  ? 
'  12.  ^  Do  you  look  on  your  fins  as  the  enemies 
ind  crucifiers  of  Chrift  ?  And  do  you  refolve,  through 
Us  grace,  to  throw  out  every  one  of  them,  and  to  har- 
bour none  of  thcfe  murderers;  and  to  give  no  houfe- 
loom  nor  heart-room  to  the  leaft  nail  or  thorn  that 
pierced  Chrift  ? 

*3"^  Are  you  willing  to  cut  off  every  right  hand,  ' 
*ld  pluck  out  every  right  eye  for  Chrift,  and  not  to 
count  any  fin  too  dear  to  part  with  for  Jefus  Chrift  ? 

'4*  ^  ^o  you  defire  to  come  to  Chrift  for  fanclifi- 
cation  as  well  as  for  juftification  -,  for  hollnefs  as  well 
H  for  happinefs  *,  for  conformity  and  likenefs  to  God, 
la  well  as  for  accefs  to  dwell  with  God  ? 

15.  ^  Do  you  come  willingly,  as  a  volunteer,  at 

die  found  of  the  gofpel-trumpet,  to  lift  yourlelf  under 

^%rift's  banner^  reiblving  to  forfake  the  devil's  camp, 

Oo  and 
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V :   :o  King  Jefas ;  to  take  up  anm 

^  iC  jgainit  lus  enemies,  the  devil,  lU 

.  ieih,  all  the  days  of  your  life  ? 

.>  .  ua  accept  of  all  God's  ordinances,  hit 

:  xncs,  prayers,  &c.   as  neceifary  helps  to 

..    ijins  of  conveying  grace,  which  yov  wS   k 

...aC  uie  of  with  care  and  diligence? 

"^  J  .cu  accept  of  Chrift's  people,  thofc  lAo 

^j;c,  a*  your  beloved  friends,  your  fdlow- 

iniiiy  rcfolving  to  join  with  Chrift's  little 

>   Taviiig  flock,  his  fin-hating  flock,  his  flsck 

.1  .:i  .Mch,  and  that  notwithftanding  of  th^I^ 

.    iiigularity  ? 
;]^    'Jo  you,  through  his  grarce,  purpofe  nerer  tt 
..     tc  multitude  to  do  evil,  or  join  with  thcnt  ia 
..:ci:  .lud »  but  ftedfaftly  to  avoid  and  refift  aD  th 
...toiis  aud  fnares  of  evil  company,  and  fay  wiA 
.■vi  '.\j  ihcm,  'Depart  from  me,  ye  evil  doersi  fc^l 
x^*.t>  :ac  commandments  of  my  God  ^ 
;.     \   Are  you  willing  to  accept  pf  the  rod  and  dit 
.    V  .  r  chrill's  houfe ;  to  welcome  his  convi6B<ml 
.    .  ^ucvis,  IS  well  as  his  comforts  and  fmiles ;  to  tab 
.•«...  v%iih  his  crofs  as  well  as  Chrift  with  Ris  crowo; 
;.>ci  .iic  world's  hatreds  and  feoffs,  and  other  pc^ 
.^....v»iK^,  tor  Chrift  ? 

..   ^'.    Are  you  refolved,  through  grace,  that  no 

. .'., uracil  or  Jifcouragemcnt  (hall  make  you  prove nin- 

.k..)»  i>i  dtierters  from  the  Captain  of  your  falvatioa^ 

>^.   lui;  vou  will  adhere  to  him,  and  abide  byhisftand- 

...  .1.1  uic  Jays  of  your  life  ? 

. .  \  \s  you  arc  content  to  accept  of  Chrift,  and 
.  ..Uii  'vlongs  to  him,  are  you  not  alfo  willing  to  give 
^.  uui  lurrcmler  yourfclf  to  the  Lord,  and  all  that  Iw- 
.  .:^*  umo  YOU,  to  be  difpofcd  of  by  him  at  his  pica- 
u.v  .  vll  chat  you  are,  foul  and  body,  heart,  mind, 
....>,  .vaticicnce,  memory,  and  all  that  you  have,  time, 
.  s.iu>,  iclations,  enjoyments,  &c. 

,.:.  vj..  When  Chrift  and  the  devil  are  ftriving  f« 
■  svi  Scait,  and  each  of  them  faying,  *  My  fon,  give 
.iv  -A^)  heart  'y  and  when  Chrift  is  putting  it  to  your 
.  ^nlwv%  ui  the  days  of  puth>  faying,  Chufe  whom  you 

will 


iril)  yield  ttiito»  chafe  whoita  you  .will  rfcrre ;  What  doth 
roiir:he9rt  anfwer  unto  him  f 

23.  ^n  I»  it  ^our  purpofe  to  engage  to  aU  the.artv- 
Bes^f'tbe  .covenant  in  borrowed  ftrength,  wholly  dif« 
■lifting  ^our  own  ftrength  and  .reilblutions }  and  refolv- 
M  to  iriift,  not  in  your  promife  to  ..Chrift,  but .  ill 
S&ift^s  promife  to  you»  that  he  <  will  never  leave  yoii 
ibiufoifjike  you  ?^ 

'-a^.  :^  Jio  you  lefolveto  live  a  li£e  oJF  prayer  lUid 
ilaqoaiotance  with^Ihrift  all  your  days,  that^you  will 
ilvBys  run  to^Sod,  .and  :Confa]t  him  in  all  cafes  ? 

'"^*  Ql  -^Tcyo^  refqlved  alfo  to  live  a  life  of  faith 
Ind:  dependence  daily  on  the  Son  of  :God»  for.hb  righ- 
fevoiifiiefsfto  covet  guilt,  for  his  ftrongth  to  perform 
ftily^.. conquer. fii^refift  .tempution,  bear  crofles  and 
ifliAionsJ 

i  46.  jQ^JV.re.you  refolved  to  make  ordinances  alwiays 
hyAingiplaces-becwixt'Chiift  and  you,  and. to  l6dk  ftiU 
Cor  a  meeting  twithihim. in  every  .one  of  them,  and  to 
eount  every  (abbath  and  fermon  as  Joft,  whetein  yoit 
nifs'his  prefence^ 

\ .  17^*0%^  Arcyoutrefohred  to  enga^.tb  ail  thefe  arti- 
did  ifi.aifecret  tranfa£iion  and  perfonal  covenant  with 
fSod^  before  you  come  to  his; tlble;  and  then  to^<:ome 
in  a:folemn  way  to  feal.and  ratify  thisi bargain  and  co^ 
Irenant  before  men  and  angels  at. his  tablet 

.  n[%us  let  miniders  take  pains  to  inftrufi:  young  folk 
Hi  the  nature  and  articles  of.  the  covenant  of  grace,  and 
to  tdce .  them  engaged,  with  fome  folemnity,  to  own 
■tef  adheire  .to  them,  at  their  firft  admiffion  to  the 
jLiord^  fuppcr ;  and  let  them,  with,  fokmn  and  fervent 
grayer,  recommend  and  give  up  thefe  yoiing  cothmu- 
Hiamts  unto  theLord  ^Sucha  courfe  hath  beenfound, 
by:  experience,  v^ry  much  to  contribute  to  the  welfare 
•lid.  profpcrity  of.  tb&  church. 

Athly^  It  would  be  for  tlic  honour  and  iatcvcft  of  the 
chtirch,  to  have  ourfermons  to  the- people  Sowing  from 
ihe  heart,  1.  i^.  fot  us  to  be  fuitaUy  affe^d  and  im- 
preffcd  with  the  truths  we  deliver  to  them.  A  fpecu- 
Ificive  preacher,  that  preaeheth  merely  from  ftrength 
O  o  a  o£ 
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of  parts  doth  not  roach  g^ood,  becaufe  hU  light  hath  dor  i 
heat  accompanying  it.  That  which  cometh  onlf  {iroor' 
the  head,  commonly  reacfaeth  no  farther  than  the 
head :  But  that  which  cometh  from  the  heart,  is  moft 
likely  to  reach  to  the  heart  The  heft  way  to  brmg 
our 'people  to  believe  and  be  afieded  with  our  doArintr 
is,  to  let  them  fee  that  we  believe  it,  and  ate  aftfied 
with  it  ourfelves.  Such  a  preacher  was  Paul,  who 
^  preached  and  warned  his  hearers  with  tears*'  A&s  ^ 
iLT^li.  Phil.  iii.  i8.  He  knew  the  ftrongeft  feafini  : 
and  arguments,  propofed  without  afiedHon  and  warm- 
nefs,  would  not  prevail :  Nay,  a  blunt  iron,  if  hot, 
will  fooner  pierce  the  wood,  than  a  (harpier  iron  that 
is  cold.  Our  famous  countryman,  Mr  John  LiviDg^, 
ftone,  who  was  a  happy  inftrument,  in  God's- haad^ 
of  converting  many  fouls,  perhaps  fome  handfcib  ^ 
one  fermon, — ^he  tells,  in  his  life,  That  the  times  when 
he  was  moft  fuccefitful,  were,  when  he  got.  Ym  own 
heart  in  the  moft  lively,  warm,  and  tender  frame,  be-' 
fore  he  went  to  the  pulpit* 

Stbly^  If  Wjc  would  promote  the  credit  and  wel&re 
of  the  diiurch,  let  as  be  diligent  to  know  the  ftate  of 
our  flocks,  enquire  into  their  cafes,  and  look  af- 
ter the.  fruits  of  our  fermons  amongft  them.  And| 
for  this  end,  let  us  frequently  vifit  them  in  their  houieS) 
and  thereby  give  them  occafion  to  lay  open  their  cafes 
to  us ;  and  j^et  us  improve  thefe  times  by  examii^ation 
and  inftru£kion  ;  for  they  are  apt  to  forget  what  we  fay 
to  them,  if  \ve  do  not  caufe  them  fpeak  fomething  re- 
lative to  the  fubjcdl  themfelves.  Therefore,  let  us  ask 
them  concerning  their  proficiency  by  the  virord,  and 
what  they  remember  of  the  fermons  diey  lately  heard, 
and  of  the  bible  and  other  books  which  they  have  read^ 
and  what  impreifions  thefe  things  made  upon  them  i 
If  they  be  convinced  of  the  evil  of  fin,  and  be  humbled 
for  it ;  and  of  the  neceflity  of  duty,  and  be  excited  to 
it,  by  what  (hey  hear  or  read  ?  And  let  us  give  them 
advices  how  to  hear  and  read  more  profitably  for  tho 
future*  Thus  let  us  go  from  houfe  to  houfe,  like  the 
apoftle  Paul,  to  fee  how  our  people  do,  warning  every 
one,  as  we  fee  occafion  for  it*    I«et  us  a6k  the  part  m 

good 


IR*  Churches  Danplt.  ^7 

{iOod  gardeners^  who,  after  they  hare  fown  theitJt^dsY- 
00k  after  the  fpringing  theteot^  water  ,foin(i  beds  in . 
ime  of  dmaght,  and  pluck  up  the  noxious  w^edis }  like« 
irtfe  it  is  fit  we  fhould  frequently  look  after  our  exsttiiiie- 
loitB  in  our  dofecSi  to  bring  the  various  cafes  ^i  our 
people  to  our  remembrancey  that  we  may  mind  them 
m  cor  prayers,  and  prepare  Suitable  dodrine  foi  them. 
'  ^hhfj  If  we  would  promote  the  credit  and  pfofperi- 
ty  of  our  mother- church,  let  us  be  frequent  in  (fifpenf* 
ihg  the  holy  fupper  amongft  our  people.  Our  urifre- 
quency  in  this  ferrice,  is  a  reproach  to  us  ambng  fo« 
mgn  churches,  as  well  as  a  real  lofs  to  the  fouls  com*- 
mitted  ix^  our  charge.  If  ever  our  people  attend  to 
what  they  hear,  or  get  benefit  by  the  gofpel,  it  is  moft 
oemmohly  about  the  time  of  a  facrament,  and  when 
they  are  making  preparation  for  it.  Though  this  be 
not  a  converting  ordinance  to  the  receivers,  in  the  very 
nature  of  it,  but  firengthening  and  confirming,  yet 
fermons  and  difcourfes  about  this  time,  upon  the  melt* 
ing  fttbje£l  of  a  crucified  Jefus,  have  been  the  means 
of  converting  many  thoufands.  Befides,  the  frequent 
difpenfing  of  this  foui<afie£ling  ordinance,  would  be  a 
good  way  to  keep  up  the  remembrance  of  God,  of 
Cfarift,  and  of  heaven,  among  our  people ;  and  to  keep 
up  the  impreffions  of  the  evil  of  fin,  the  worth  of  fouls, 
the  love  of  God,  in  giving  his  Son  tothe  world,  and  the 
lore  of  Chrift  in  dying  for  us.  likewife,  it  would  be 
a  good  mean  to  help  the  careleflnefs  of  oui^  people^s 
minds,  the  weaknefs  of  their  memories,  the  •  dullnefs 
of  their  capacities,  and  their  fmali  proficiency  in  know- 
ledge: For  in  this  ordinance  they  have  a  cpmpendious 
and  afFe£iing  view  of  the  whole  fcheme  of  die  vhriftian 
yeii^.on  at  once;  they  have  man's  fall  and  dtfeafe/*  to- 
gether with  his  remedy  and  recovery,  fet  forth  to  the 
life,  and  in  fach  a  way  as  to  make  impreffion  upon 
dicir  otttward  fenfes«  And,  further,  would  we  have 
one  people  efiefttially  engaged  to  family- worQup,  fecret 
prayer,  and  a  tender  walk  ?  Would  we  hare  fwearing^ 
iMSich'd  oaths,  fabbath-breaking,  and  other  vice^  kept 
finder  conftant  rebukes  ?  Woudd  we  conquer  tifefe  e- 
iFils  .which  prevail  among  our  people  ?  let  u|  frecpently 

fet 
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fet  bi  fove^theire^  dieblecdtog  ^Nrounds.of  a  .cniciM 
Jefus,  'thofe  fin-lilUng  objeOs,  as  fcprefiented  inllie«lw« 
ly  £M)  aamont.  We  ihave  no  better  way  dian-dlisfto  ad^ 
Tancc  tbe-^loi^of  our  Rodeemer,  and  the  fiifantibn  of 
our  pr.  «>ple'8)fou)6:;  and,  feeing  we  have.fb  {borta  thiie 
for  drringxithery  vwe  thave  need  Xo  bsfttr  ••urfiWci. 
Nay ,  n\y  brethren^  as  ;ye  vnm\A  defire :  to  keep  gloma 
Chrift  in  ^perpetual  efteem;  :fin  in  sonttnnai  difgnce, 
the  wcirldiin  iafting  contempt, .religion. in  conftanficrt- 
cltt  anri  ong  men ;  and  as  ye  .would  defire  to  rstrieife  tlie 
honourof  thisrnatfonal.churcht  and  wipe  off 'her  ie- 
proacb^  I  ^befcech  youii)  nlminilber^tjie  loxd'a^fuiqier 
oftner  than  onee  in  the-year,  in  your  congregattoni. 

«  V^fy$  '^'I  wou]d;have.you  frequent  .in  the  adminiit 
tratioii,  fo  .1  wouM  have  you  ftrid  in;the'admiffion'to 
it.  Ou  r  confeffion  of  *£aith  declares:  it  to.be  a  great Ai 
in  mindUers.tOjadmit  either  ignorant  .or  ungodly  ipep» 
fons  t(»  4  lie  .'Lord's'table.  'It  is  incumbent,on  us^^didRM 
£9re»  to  took  well  out,  that  we .  do  not  admit  any (ftraff- 
er,  drunkard,  fabbathibreaker,  evil  .fpeaker>  molixiim 
perfefly  or  any  other  ^guilty  of:  amy  ifcandalousifin^'tojeit 
of  thcfc:  holy  thti^.;  prsetUhinc^  procui  inde prt^kml 
It  woukt  be  a.mean:tOidart  home  conviftions  and  *• 
wakenip  g  thoughts  .upon  finners,  to  find  themfelTesei^ 
eluded  from  this: holy  ordinance  for  want  of  i family* 
wor^ip,,  for  idle  .walking  on  the  Lord's  day,  for  mali- 
cious wiyrds  or  adiohs,  for  exceflive  drinking,  for  abo* 
fingof  <  Sod's. name,  for  ufing  petty  oaths,  as,  by  faith, 
confcicr  ice,  &c.  And  good  reafon  have  we: to  exclink 
fuch,  fe  eing  the  fpirit  of  God  diftinguiftiedibetwiitthe 
precious  I  and  the, vile,  by  the  charafters  of  *  him  that 
fwearet  b,  .and  htm  that  feareth  an  oath/  .Eccl.  kz.  t* 
And  jferely  .they  who  jifc  minchM  oaths,  can  acver 
be  raidu;d  among  them  who  fear  an  oath.  J  myfelf 
have  tlic>  experience  of  fevcral  perfons,  whorhaw  been 
thankfulto  me:  for- keeping  them  backforfuch  ihwpf 
becaufe  the  difpenfation  b^d  been  blefied  for  humbling 
and  reiomiirg  them. 

OhjeS.  I  )f,  It  is  hard  to  difcovcr  perfona  who  maf 
\t  guilty  oi;  fome  x)fthcfe  evils. 


Jlmf^  %/f,.  Let  ms  end^siniHlli  to  f^  faiibhful  aad  con- 
nttntibu9  ddct »,  wha  ^mU  inDp^ntiali j|(  infbriR  iql  db?  o«r 
<opk^$  msmnmrs  '^  and^  i£  we  want  fucliv  Ifftr  ts  be^  wUU 
pij^ totskfls mfomnataani fvooai otbnrs.*  idtyt^  Letua  pofe 
ftci  coniizieflces  of  thofs  whom  ws  fufpe^  as  K.^^T  '^'^ 
my  ef  dbefe  pfaAices,  acnd  they  may  be  Wought  to  con^ 

Oi^;  *Mii  We  wfBl  be;  m  hazard  of  diiobligihg  .ma* 
Wf  of  mm  people  by  fach  fttafknefs. 

'^^  lA  ^^  ^^7  ^^7  meiH  and  promote  their 
Gmt^  kmreft,  ewxt  when  wedifpleafe  theai  ;  odfy^  Bcu 
rer  tfiipieafe.  n»en^  than>  Bim  who  is  oat  great  oi  after 
laA  J4jdge.  3^^  Lee  ns  take.  pafn&  to  coDvince  our 
|cople  of  the  awful  chai gr  givea  to  us^as  tfar  ftewards  of 
6odV  bo<dfe  who  muit  gWe  die  chiMrens  bread  to  the 
diftgs.  A 9  Jehojachi^  of  old  £et  porters  at  the  gates  of 
dte  ,ho»fe  of  the  Lord  *that  ntmr  who  was  unclean  in 
tny  thing  (hould  enter  ioy'  2  Chroo.  xxm*  19.<^^q  God 
hkti  fet  us  minifters  a$;  porters^  to  die  holy  table  of  the 
iibrd,  that  no  prabnc  finncr,  nor  fwearer,  no  malicious 
berfon)  no  prayerkfs  man,  no  man  that  harbours  any 
blown  (in,  and  is  nnwilling  to  part  with  it^  may  ap^ 
proach  to  it.  As  the  Cherobuns  ftood  ^^t  the  entry  of 
paiadife  wkh  a  drawn  fword,  to  keep  Adam  from  enter* 
big  in  to  eat  the  tree  of  Kfe ;  fo  minifters  are  to  ftand 
nrtth  the  fw6rd  of  the  Lord's  chreatnings  brandished  a<p 
^ioft  every  impenitent  finner,  every  fwearer,  every 
imnkard,  ^iar,  every  (abbatb-breakety  every  backpbtter 
Uid  hater  of  his  neighbour,  every  nt'gleder  offamiiy* 
(vorihip  or  fecret  prayer,  that  they.do  not  prefume  to 
mih  vpon  this  holy  ordinance,  wluic  chey  continue  ia 
my  of  thefe  fins.  This  ftri£lnefs  w  nece£rarry  for  the 
H^fare  ^nd  reputation  of  our  chucch,  and  to  wipe  a^ 
iray  veproach. 

itbiy^  As  we  would  confolt  the  credit  and  fafety  of 
jiis  churchy  let  us  coiifidev  well  whom  u«e  appoint  for 
Hif  fucecfibrs  in  oiQke  ^  1.  e,  let  us  take  care  whom  we 
icenfe  and  ordain,  that  they  be  men  of  piety,  pmdence 
nd  parts,  men  that  will  exert  themfelves  for  the  gk)ry 
)f  God,  and  for  winning  of  the  fouls  of  the  rifinggene** 
rfUoni  that  we  may  have  ground  to  h^pe  that  religion 

will 
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will  be  entailed  to  fucceeding  ages.    We  (ee  how  ftiiA« 
ly  the  apoftle  enjoin'd  '^  Timothy  to  commit  then' 
niftty  to  faithful  men,  to  lay  handn  fuddenly  on  i 
fnen«  not  to  be  partaker  of  other  mens  fiot,  but  ketft 
lumfclf  pure/'  I  Tim    ▼.  22.  a  Tim.  ii,  2.    Th*; 
commands  alfo  oblige  us  to  fee  that  thofe  whmn  W^ 
briiw  into  the  holy  miniftry  be  faithful  men,  aecotdilt^' 
to  the  beft  of  our  difceming ;  men  who  have  pure  tat' 
honrft  ends  in  their  undertakmg ;  and  not  thoie  who 
aim  more  to  win  a  livelihood  to  themfelves,  thantowii^ 
fouk  ^o  Chrift,  or  thofe  who  will  take  unwarrantAk  . 
methods  to  thruft  themfelves  into  pariflies,  by  coord^f 
patrons,   or  accepting  their  prcfentattons ;  a  prafHer 
which  no  law  requires,  a  pradice  which  maaifeftb  ■ 
tends  to  bring  a  corrupt  miniftry  into  the  church,  afli 
which  hath  already  brought  in  great  divifions  and  oofr' 
fufTons  into  this  po^k^uifj^.'  If  patronage  be  aypte 
and  grievance  to  the  church  of  God,  as  we  all  preM' 
to  own,  it  muft  furely  be  a  (in  for  men,  by  their  ovtf 
voluntary  deed,   to  bring  on  that  grievance,   and  t9 
wreath  that  yoke  about  the  Church's  neck;  wlMii.al' 
the  fame  time  they  know  they  ire  under  no  neceffitf; 
from  the  law  to  do  fo,  feeing  pariihes  can  be  plantdL 
otherwife,  if  our  preachers  would  give  way  to  it. 

Our  prefent  fituation  is  fo  eafy,  by  the  a£l  tA  Parlia* 
ment  1719,  that  patronage  can  do  this  church  no  barffl» 
without  the  a£live  concurrence  of  a  preacher.  -WeDf 
then>  hath  the  Leg'flator  become  fo  kind  as  to  nnfting 
the  patronage-ad,  and  fo  tender  of  this  Church's  fiber* 
ties,  as  to  leave  her  freedom  at  her  own  choice ;  iriitt 
a  {hame  will  it  be,  in  that  cafe,  if  her  own  preacben 
ihall  turn  her  oppreffors  ?  O  tell  it  not  in  Gath !  &€• 
But,  feeing  the  plain  and  free- warnings  emitted  by  tbii 
and  neighbouring  Synods,  do  fet  the  (in  and,  danger  of. 
this  pra£lice  in  fo  clear  a  light,  I  need  add  no  more  ap- 
on  it,  except  my  eameft  prayer  to  God,  that  he  maT 
blefs  thefe  means,  fo  as  to  put  a  ftop  to  this  moft  pe^' 
nicious  pra£iice.     Amen. 

gthly^  As  we  would  deiire  the  welfare  of  this  Churchi 
and  prevent  her  reproach,  let  us  endeavour,  as  far  M 
f>oiEble,  to  get  pari(hes  planted  with  their  own  conM 
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>d  liking :  -For»  when  this  is  done  againft  their  will» 
[requently  hath  a  wofnl  ifliie ;  congregations  are  bro- 
a»  ordinances  are  foriaken,  Chrift's  flock  b  difperfed^ 
d  the  mini&ry  is  defptfed  ;  all  which  verjr  mudi  tend 
Qfur  reproach,  as  well  as  the  hinderance  oJF  the.  king* 
Htn  of  tSlurift.  'Wherefore,  my  dear  brethren,  let  lis 
lb&  bped  what  we  do  in  this  affiur,  feeing  fo  much  doth 
speni.upon  it. 

There  is  a  controverTy  very  lately  rifen  amongft  tis* 
locemingthe  people's  right  to  clcGt  their  paftors : 
'r  take  it  wholly  from  them,  and  give  it  to  the  pres- 
or  church-reprefentative;;  and  the  church's 
are  diftra£ied  oy  writings  on  both  ddes.  If  I 
lay  offer  my  opinion,  I  humbly  apprehend  the  ftate  o£ 
le  controverfy  is  not  duly  confidered  by  thofe  who 
aadle  it.  And  many  of  our  differences  and  difputes 
o  proceed  from  our  not  dating  the  queftion  fo  dif- 
in£cly  and  accurately  ad  we  (Iiould ;  and,  when  this  is 
NQCe  done,  frequently  the  debate  falls. 
The  queftion,  then,  'ought  not  to  be  ftated  generally 
ad  confufedly,  as^  Whether  the  people  or  the  prefby- 
oy  have  the  right  of  ele£ting  the  padors  of  the  church  ? 
wng  we  niay  (afely  grant  they  both  have  an  intereft 
herein,  the  one  without  prej  udice  to  the  other.  Neither 
8  the  queftion  to  be  ftated.  Whether  the  preftjytery  or 
Ikurch-reprefentativc  have  a  power  to  ele£t  and  ordaizi 
ladors,  upon  fome  occafions,  and  for  fome  fpecial  ecn-* 
doyments  and  fervices,  without  the  choice  and  confent 
if  the  people?  As,  for  my  part,  I  believe  they  hslve; 
ind  that  thefe  paftors,  fo  ele£ted,  are  lawful  paftors  of 
lie  catholic  church,  and  ought  to  be  acknowleged  as 
Tach  by  the  people.  Nor  is  the  queftion  to  be  ftated» 
Whether^the  preft)yteryhath  any  power  at  aU  in  the  elecr 
&)n  of  paftors  to  particular  pariflies  i  No,  for  it  ib  owned 
&ej  have  a  great  power,  in  conjun£kion  with  the  parifli* 
^  and  ov^ht  to  prefide  in  the  ele£tion.  But,  if  the  quef- 
tion be  ftated.  Whether  the  prelbytery  hath  the  fole 
£wer  of  ele£ling,  exclufive  of  the  voice  or  confent  of 
spariflbesto  which  the  paftorsi  are  ele^ed  ?  They 
who  efpouie  that.Gde  of  the  queftion  (in  my  humble 
^ion)  will  have  a  hard  puU  (o  prove  it,  either  from 
▼01..  !•  P  p  fcriptttie. 
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fcripture,  rcafon,  or  fathers.  And,  that  they  wsy  lm< 
uhat  they  have  to  do,  let  the  queftion  be  clearly  s 
diilinfl^ly  dated,  as  it  ought  to  be,  in  a  fuitablenefi 
the  prtfent  fituation  of  this  chuch,  and  then  it  wiUn 
thus  :  ^/c/?.  "  Whether  the  prelbytery,  or  church-i 
prefcntative,  hath  a  right  to  cleft  and  appoint  paftt 
to  particular  flocks  of  Chtiftian  people,. without  mce 
or  confcnt  of  thefe  flocks,  and  even  when  they  diflfe 
and  reclaim  againft  their  deed  ?  And,  whether,  in  foi 
cafes,  the  pnfbytery  hath  power  to  conftitute  and  J 
the  fpiritual  and  paftoral  relation  betwixt  thefe  paftc 
and  thefe  flocks,  fo  that  they  muft  neceflarily  acfaioi 
ledge  them  as  their  proper  pallors,  arid  receive  all  C 
dinances  from  them ;  yea,  be  tycd  to  them  fo  miic 
that  they  cannot  have  accefs,  without  the  allowance 
thefe  paftors,  to  partake  of  fealing  ordinances  difpenl 
by  others  ?  So  that  all  thefe  Chrillian  people,  howdr 
v?iluabie  they  be,  muft  be  in  cSe£t  excommtinicated, 
they  do  not  receive  thefe  paftors  impofed  violently  ilJH 
them  ?"  Now,  if  the  controverfy  be  thus  ftated  among  i 
(as  it  certainly  ought  to  be)  the  writers  for  the  prtfbji 
ry's  power  will  find  it  a  diflficult  taflc  to  inftruft  andfti 
port  fuch  a  power  from  the  word  of  God,  found  tt 
fon,  or  the  praftice  of  the  primitive  church  ;  nay,  I-a 
of  the  mind,  all  the  three  will  be  found  to  unite  agaii 
them,  feeing  all  of  them  declare  for  the  great  inten 
which  Chriftians  have  in  the  choice  and  fettlemctit 
thofe  who  are  to  be  their  fpiritual  guides,  and  thatii 
are  to  be  confulted  in  this  important  afi^air.  '  Our  m 
eminent  divines,  both  abroad  and  at  home,  have,  cti 
fince  the  Reformation,  fttenuoufly  argued  for  the  pc 
pies  right  againft  the  Papifts  and  their  clergy's  impofii 
power,  from  the  word  of  God,  and  particulary  frc 
A£ls  i.  15.  23.  26.  Afts  vi.  2.  3.^  5.  6.  Afts  xiv.  2 
whofe  arguments  I  have  not  yet  'feen  fatisfyingly  a 
fwered,  either  by  Ps^pift  or  Proteftant.  But,  befidcs 
thtfe,  it  may  fatisfy  any  unbiafled  enquirer,  if  he  b 
con  fide  r  the  charaders  which  Chrift  gives  his  flw 
that  **  they  hear  and  know  his  voice  in  his  fhephcr3i 
and  do  diftinguifh  it  from  the  voice  of  falfe  (hephcrc 
and  **  will  not  follow  thefe,  but  flee  from  them 
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;  John  X.  3.  4.  5.  and  the  command  diat  is  given 
^  to  all  Chriitiaus  to  "  try  the  fpirits,"  i  John  iv.  i. 
and  to  **  beware  of  falfc  prophets,  whicli  come  to 
tl^em  in  Cbeeps  cloathing/'  Matthew  vii.  15.  and  to 
if'mark  and.  avoid  thofc  who  teach  unfound  doctrine," 
|Lom.  xvi.  17.  18.  Phil.  iii.  2.  and  to  judge  of  the 
idoftrine  which  is  delivered  to  them  by  their  teach- 
W,  I  Cor.  X.  15.  and  forxioing  whereof,  the  Bereans 
ai«  highly  commended  by  the  Spirit  of  God>  Ads 
xvii.  II.     1  fay^  it  may  fatisfy  every  unprejudiced  per- 

•  ion  that  fcriouily  confiders  thefe  fcripture  texts,  and 
the  commands  given  to  the  difciples  of  Chrift  therein, 
jhat  the  word  of  God  deth  allow  a  great  interell  to  all 

vjudicious  Chriftians  in  the  choice  of  their  paflors  \  and 
flat  U  is  their  unqueflionable  right  and  privilege  to  have 
a  judgment  of  difcretion  concerning  thefe  pallors  to 
-  Jvhom  they  are  bound  to  commit  the  guiding,  edifica- 
tion and  inllrudion,  of  their  precious  fouls :   And  no 
j,  patron,  no  Heritor,  no  body  of  men,  or  judicatory  what— 
^  ipmcver,  can  deprive  the  people  of  that  right  and  pri- 
.  vilege  which  God  allows  to  them. 

But,  granting  the  fcripture  had  mentioned  nothing 

^  the  peoples  right  in  this  matter,  but  had  given  all 

power  to  the  prelbytery,  (as  fome  would  have  it)  and 

'  left  them  to  manage  it,  as  they  (hould  be  anfwerable  to 

|Wr  great  Lord  and  Mafter  :  Yet,  even  in  that  cafe,  I 

•  Aiak  it  eafy  to  demonftrate,  from  the  general  rules  of 
'  the  word,  and  the  didiates  of  found  reafon,  that  prefby* 

^ies  ought  always  to  exercife  their  ele£ling  and  plaiit- 

wg  power,  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  Chrillian 

congregations  immediately  concerned,  and  not  in  oppo- 

feion  to  their  .declared  inclinations  and  prcfling  requelb. 

J  flail  mention  two  plain  fcripture  rules,  which  deter- 

nwne  me  to  think fo,  viz.  that  in  1  Cor.  x.  3 1.  "  What- 

.foever  ye  do,  do  all  to  the  glory  of  God."     And  that 

-,  {fa  I  Cor.  xiv.  26.  "  Let  all  things  be  done  unto  edify- 

'Wg«*'    Now,  -  minifters  are  more  concerned  to  obiervc 

I    thefe  rules  than  other  men,  feeing  their  oflice  is  pecu- 

\ :  Jiarjy  defigned  for  advancing  the  glory  of  God,  and  the 

\    rtification  q{  his  church.     And,  is  it  not  evident  to  e- 

I    l¥ry  rational  fober  mind,  that  it  is  more  fpr  the  glory 

P  p   2  of 
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of  God|  and  the  edificadon  of  the  dnirth,  to  fettle  {m 
tors  in  congregations  with  their  own  confent  and  goo 
liking,  than  to  thruft  them  in  upon  them  tgaunft  dx 
will  F  When  we  plant  minifterB  amongft  a  people,  who 
perfons  they  efteem,  and  whofe  miniftry  they  afle£ 
they  will  more  readily  hearken  to  their  inftru£tionf/fiil 
xnit  to  their  reproofs,  and  obey  their  direAionSi  tiu 
they  will  do  theirs  againft  whom  they  have  conceifc 
theHrongeft  averfion  and  prejudice.  The  fettling  i 
j>ari(hes  in  a  riolent  manner  dodi  ftc^  die  fucceft  of  di 
gofpeU  and  defeat  the  great  and  yaloable  eiids,  of  a  m 
pel  miniftry,  which  are  mainly  thefe  two :  (i.)  ill 
converfion  of  (inners,  and  reconciling  them  to  Goc 
Afts  xxvi.  18.  2  Cor.  v.  20.  (2.)  Tlie  perfedingt 
the  faints,  and  edifying  of  die  body  of  Chrift^  l^luii 
1 2.  Now,  how  can  any  of  thefe  noble  ends  be  read 
cd  by  fnch  miniilers,  when  either  the  peopkTdo  notii 
tend  their  miniftry  at  all,  or,  if  they  do,  yet  dieir  gnu^ 
'  and  prejudices  againft  them,  do  woefully  Am  their  ev 
^gaipft  all  their  inftrudions  and  admonitions  I  O,  i 
gofpel-mifiifters  would  more  clofely  attend  and  parf« 
uieie  great  ends  of  their  miniftry,  the  groans  of  diCM 
prefled  would  not  fo  much  affli^  us,  as  they  are  wt 
more  and  more  to  do,  if  God  in  his  tender  merer  pre 
Tent  not.  I  grant  church-authority  is  not  to  be  aefpii 
ed ;  for  God  hath  clothed  his  minifters  with  ffurins 
ipower  and  authority  in  his  church :  But  ftill  we  are  ti 
remember,  when  we  excrcifc  this  power  in  any  cafc 
we  ought  to  do  it  for  edification,  and  not  for  deftrafiSoii 
12  Cor.  X.  8.  and  xiii.  io.  We  are  not  to  be  lords  ovc 
God's  heritage,  to  do  as  we  lift  \  nor  are  we  to  exdciG 
any  dominion  over  their  faith  or  confciences,  but  weai^ 
to  promote  their  comfort  and  joy,  2  Pet.  v.  3.  2  Oof 
j.  24.  The  church's  edification  is  the  great  rule  sac 
end  of  all  church-power.  We  fee  how  clofely  the  A 
poftte  Paul  kept  this  rule  in  his  eye,  in  all  the  exerctii 
of  his  church-power  and  authority,  %  Cor.  xii.  19.  ^<  W< 
do  all  things,  dearly  beloved,  for  your  edifying."  H* 
regarded  the  edificadon,  not  only  of  the  rich  and  great 
but  alfo  of  the  pooreft  faints,  and  the  mean'eft  member 
9f  the  body  of  Chrift  j  and  (urelyi  the  edification  of  fu^ 
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iinot below  the  confideradon  of  the  moft  eminent  oiS- 
Ittfterti  or  the  greateft  judicatory  of  Chrift's  houfe.  We 
fa- what  regard  Chrift  had  to  his  little  ones,  and  what 
^  mth  he  tlueatens  againft  thofe  who  offend  them.  Matt* 
:  ifii.  6»  liuke  Kviu  2. 

Well  flien,  my  brethren,  let  us  have  a  tender  regard 
'  to^fe  fcripture-rules  I  hare  mentioned,  in  all  our  ag- 
ings in  judicatories,  and  efpecially  with  refped  to  the 
iefdement  of  churches  \  and  if  there  be  any  AH  or  RuU 
m  this  churchy  particularly  that  lately  made,  which  hath 
iny  tlung  in  St  inconfiftent  with  the  forefaid  rules  (at 
iaoeed  tmre  feems  to  be,  according  to  the  fenfe  now 
pot  upon  It)  I  do  earneftly  wiih  and  pray,  That  all  my 
ievattid  brethren  may  refolve  upon  addreffing  the  ¥e- 
MnUe  AiTembly  in  the  moft  decent  and  dutiful  man- 
ner, that  they  may  be  pleafed  to  re£lify  it,  fo  as  it  may 
Ixttnr  anfwer  the  great  ends  we  ought  all  to  have  in 
"view,  die  glorv  of  God,  and  the  edification  of  the 
my  of  Chrift.     And  this  I  move  without  any  defign 
to  rSfleft  upon  the  authority  of  the  Affembly,  (which 
^  ought  to  treat  with  ail  due  regard)  or  to  give  auT 
oflbnce ;  and  neither  (hould  any  take  it,  feeing  there  is 
^    toe  of  our  courts  chat  pretend  to  infallibility  4  as  they 
\    hare  altered,  fo  they  ftill  can  alteri  their  a£k>  and  rules» 
[.    ^hen  they  fee  good  reafon  for  it.     And  the  adminiftra* 
1     Am  we  live  under  (bleffed  be  God)  is  fo  mild  and  gen- 
\   tie,-  that  we  have  liberty  to  addrefs  our  fuperiors,  both 
^vil  and  ecclefiafttc,  concerning  what  is  gravaminouli 
to  us :  And  why  (hould  we  not  improve  our  liberty  in 
*>ddreiling  both  of  them,  for  removing  whatever  hin* 
.   ^  the  advancement  of  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and 
&viour,  to  whole  fervice  we  minifters  are  peculiarly 
devoted  ? 

;  loth/y^  If  we  would  promote  this  church's  welfare^ 
^d  prevent  her  reproach,  let  us  join  fafting,  weepings 
^  mourning,  together  with  our  prayers ;  as  we  are  di* 
•^ed  both  in  text  and  context,  Joel  ii.  la.  "  Let  us 
Jeep  betwixt  the  porch  and  the  altar,''  in  fight  of  all 
^  people,  and  bewail  thofe  fins  and  backflidings,  which 
picve  God,  and  provoke  him  to  give  up  this  church  to 
'^oach.    And|  amongft  others  of  our  fins^  we  have 

caufe 
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caufe  to  confefs  and  lament  our  impenifienqf,  and  n9> 
gle£t  of  obferving  days  of  fafting  and  humiltation  fof, 
our  own  fins,  and  the  fins  of  the  land  and  church  olf 
which  we  are  members  and  office-bearers.  Alas,  what 
a  bad  token  is  it !  When  judgments  are  vifibly  impeod- 
ing  over  us,  that  there  is  fo  little  of  an  inclination  Of 
willingnefs  to  appoint  and  keep  fuch  days  with  our  peoi 
pie,  for  enumerating,  confeffing  and  fpreading  out  (HP 
heinous  and  God-provoking  fins  before  the  Lord,  fuct 
as  our  ignorance,  unbelief,  atheifm,  unthankfuUieisi  pn 
fruitfulnefs,  treacherous  dealing,  tec.  Sec  a  more  |fol 
enumeration  of  our  fins  in  the  poftfcript  of  this  diU 
courfe. 

I  xthty^  If  we  would  advance  the  church's  credit, aflU 
avert  her  reproach,  let  us  all  be  careful  to  preach  to  ou 
people  by  our  lives  as  well  as  by  our  lips,  to  confirm  ou 
do^rine  in  the  pulpit  by  our  conyerfation  put  of  it 
Let  us  mind,  that  a  loofe  way  of  living  wUl  foon  dc 
molilh  all  that  is  built  by  the  mod  lively  way  of  preadi* 
ing ;  for  our  people  have  eyes  to  fee  how  we  walk,  aJ 
well  as  ears  to  hear  what  we  fay.  Hence  it  was  thai 
the  Apoftle  Paul  gave  fuch  a  weighty  advice  to  Timo- 
thy, a  young  miniller,  i  Tim.  iv.  i2»  "Be  thouac 
example  of  the  believers,  in  word,  in  converfation,  VE^ 
charity,  in  fpirit,  in  faith,  in  purity."  And  as  the  A- 
poftlc  advifed  others,  fo  he  lived  himfelf :  Obfcrve  how 
he  appeals  to  the  Theffilonians,  among  whom  he  had 
laboured,  concerning  the  exaftnefs  and  exemplarincfi 
of  his  minifterial  walk,  i  Thcff.  ii.  lo.  "  Ye  are  wit- 
nefles,  and  God  alfo,  how  holily,  and  jultly,  and  uHr 
blamcably,  we  bel^aved  ourfelves  among  you  that  US' 
lieve."  And  this  holy  and  (hining  converfation  of  th* 
Apoftle  contributed  much  to  the  fuccefs  of  his  do£liio< 
Ala^,  fhining  do£irine,  without  a  fhining  walk,  will  t^ 
ver  enlighten  nor  enliven  our  hearers.  If,  after  we  ha^ 
preached  agaiuft  pride,  paffion,  coyetoufnefs,  injuftic* 
intemperance,  iightnefs,  unchaftity,  contention,  uncb' 
ritablcftefs,  unmercifulnefs,  malice,  revenge,  &c.  ^ 
ourfelves  (hould  be  found  guilty  of  any  of  thefe  evil^ 
if  we  be  worldly,  intemperate,  malicious,  unjuft,  Qot 
tentious,  or  unmerciful  5  if  we  be  light  or  frothy  5  if  -^ 
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1riy  corrupt  comrtunication  proceed  out  of  our  mouths  \ 
then  wejuft  pull  do^^'n  with  the  one  band,  what  we 
build  up  with  the  other.  We  tempt  people  to  think, 
ire  do  not  ourfclves  Relieve  what  we  would  perfitade 
them  to  believe  ;  that  we  only  talk  of  thcfe  things  be- 
canfe  it  is  our  trade,  and  we  get  our  living  by  it.  It  is 
^  eafy  to  exprefs  the  mifchievous  influence  which 
loofcnefs  in  a  minifter's  walk  hath  upon  the  intereft  of 
tdigion  among  ft  a  people ;  hence  it  is  that  the  Spirit  of 
€od  faith  to  miniftcrs,  Ifa.  Hi.  11.  **  Be  ye  clean  that 
i»ear  the  vcflcls  of  the  Lord."  And  Chrift  faith  to  his 
triples,  who  were  dcfigned  to  be  minifters.  Matt.  v. 
16.  «  lAt  your  light  fo  ihitie  before  men,  that  they 
«»ay  (ee  your  good  works."  It  adds  greatly  to  the  cre- 
dit and  profperity  of  a  church,  \^cn  her  miniftcrs  hare 
koly  and  ifaining  converfations ;  whereas  it  expofcth  her 
^  lad  reproach  when  it  is  otHerwife.  **  I#ord  give  not 
"^p  thy  heritage  in  Scotland  to  this  reproach." 
•  '^weft.  When  may  it  be  faid,  that  a  minifter's  con- 
veifation  is  of  a  (hining  char  after  ?  and  how  (hall  we 
attain  to  it  ?     , 

.  Jlnf,  in  order  thereunto,  let  ns,  \fii  Study  Meck- 
ncfs,  patience,  and  peaceabienefs  of  fpirit ;  and,  when 
^  ftieet  with  provocations,  let  us  labour  to  rule  our 
spirits,  ind  keep  reafon  upon  the  throne.  Let  us  nei- 
tiiCF-be  foon  angry,  nor  long  angry.  To  be  patifCnt 
J^nder  reproaches  and  bad  ufuage,  and  ready  to  forgive 
"^juries,  is  fuch  a  fwcet  Chriftian  difpofition,  as  would 
^5T  much  adorn  our  charafter.  That  is  a  noWe  ad- 
^ce  the  apoftle  gives,  2  Tim.  ii..24,  25.  "  Thefervant 
'^f  Ae  Lord  mutl  not  ftrive,  but  be  gemk  unto  all  men, 
'^pt  to  teach,  patient  j  in  meeknefs  inftrufting  thofc 
^toppofe  thcmfelves." 

Idly^  Let  us  ftudy  juftice  and  rightcoafnefs  in  all 
©Ur  dealings  with  otherfc,  even  to  a  (hoe-latchct,  that 
*e  may  be  a:ble  to  appeal  to  our  people,  with  the  pro- 
P^6t  SanrHic),  whom  have  We  injured  or  wronged  ?  So 
^oth  Paul  appeal  to  the  ThefTalonians,  with  refpeft  to 
jjwjuft  dealing  among  them,  i  ThefT.  ii.  10.  The 
*^3ft  appearance  of  injuftice  or  unfair  dealing  in  a  mi- 
•ifter,  is  moft  reproachful  to  his  charadler,  and  cx- 

ceedingly 
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ceedingly  mans  his  fuccefs ;  and  therefoK  the  ^poftJe 
dtre£l8ihe  man  of  God  to  be  juft,  and  follow  after 
righteoufnefs,  i  Tim.  vi.  ii.  Tit.  i.  8. 

^d/y.  Let  us  be  clothed  with  humility,  wUch  k  i 
fhining  ornament  in  a  mini(ler*8  conveiiation.  We 
are  not  to  be  pufled  up  with  our  parts  or .  attabmentii  .' 
or  to  defptfe  thofe  who  fall  (hort  of  us  i  but  we  molt 
be  willing  to  become  all  things  to  all  men,  andiiemnti 
to  every  one,,  for  the  good  of  their  fouls.  And  this 
we  would  refemble  our  Mailer,  who  was  meek  sirf 
lowly,  and  taught  us  by  his  example  to  humble  oi^ 
(elves  to  ferve  one  another.  It  hath  been  fMtvnit 
that  God  ufes  to  blefs  the  labours  of  thofe  of  meaner 
parts,  who  are  humble  and  diligent,  when  th6le  of 
greater  parts,  who  are  lifted  up,  are  blafted. 

4tbfyi  Temperance,  fobriety  and  chafttty  are  very  s* 
doming  to  a  minifter's  walk.  He  ought  to  have  poir« 
er  over  his  appetite,  to  reftrain  it,  as  to  eating  ordiinb* 
ing,  and  never  to  be  enflaved  to  any  ba&  Inftj  Tit.  U 
7.  8.     2  Tim.  ii.  22. 

Stbly,  If  we  would  adorn  our  chara£t;er,  let  us  k 
difengaged  from  the  world  as  much  as  may  be,  that  we 
may  attend  our  fpiritual  work  of  ferving  God,  an^ 
winning  of  fouls  without  diftraflioh.  OUr  eyes  (hooU 
not  be  dazzled  with  the  glittering  luftre  of  gold  awl 
filver ;  but  we  ought  to  mew  a  generous  contempt  cf 
thefe  things,  as  thofe  who  firmly  believe  the  great  and 
cverlafting  things  of  that  world  we  preach  to  other)* 
«nd  unto  which  we  prefs  men  to  elevate  their;  minds 
and  affe£tions.  What  a  reproach  is  it  to  thofe  who 
preach  this  doffarine  to  others,  and  live  contrary  to  iC 
themfelves  t 

6tt/yf  Let  us  ftudy,  when  we  converfe*  with  oAerSi 
to  mix  fomething  that  is  fpiritual  and  edifying.  We  ate 
called  the  fait  of  the  earth,  and  therefore  ought  to 
feafon  the  places  and  companies  where  we  are,  witb 
fome  favoury  and  ufeful  difcourfe ;  this  is  much  bet- 
ter than  foolifh  talking  and  jefting,  which  is  not  co^ 
venient  for  thofe  of  our  chara£ter,  Eph.  v.  4.  Yot  • 
minifter  to  have  nothing  of  God,  of  Chrift,  of  Heavcpi 
•r  of  fcrious  godliness,  in  hrs  mouth,  but  when  lie  is  i^ 
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• 
pulpit>  is  an  evidence  that  he  is  not  very  zealous  to 
BOteL  the  great  ends  of  his  office,  the  glory  of  God 
the  falvation  of  mens  fouls ;  for,  if  he  were,  out  of 
abundance  of  the  heart  the  mouth  would  fpeak, 
i  be  ready  to  drop  fomcthing  now  and  then  to  the 
lour  of  God,  and  the  confirmation  of  tho£e  truths 
deliver  in  public.  ' 

Fhttis  I  have  mentioned  feveral  things  that  would 
ke  a  minider*^  converfation  of  a  (hining  chara£ler  ; 
lici^  itftudled,  would  tend  very  much  to  promote 
\  reputation  and  welfare  of  this  church,  and  to  avert 
r  reproach*  And,  having  faid  fo  much  to  my  bre* 
»ii  of  the  miniftry,  i  ihall  now  conclude  with. 


A  WORD  TO  THE  PEOPLE. 

•       \  . 

-tET    me  exhort  you  to  join  with   mininers  in 
is  neceflary  work  of  weeping  and  wreftling  for  the 
|urch  of  God>  and  efpecially  for  his  heritage  in  the 
ii  of  your  nativity.      Though  the.  command  in  the 
It  be  dire£ted  to  minifters,  yet  elfewhere  we  find  it 
tended  to  people  of  all  ranks,  PfaU  cxxii.  6.    Pray  for 
e  peace  of  Jerufalem,  they  (hall  profper  that  love  thee. 
fell,  then,  let  me  bcfcech  you  all  to  we^p,  ,ind*cry 
ith  lis,  **  fpare  thy  people^  O  Lord,  and  give  not  thine 
Titageto  reproach."  And  with  your  reirs  and  prayers 
e  that  ye  join  your  moil  eamclt  endeavours  to  pro- 
otc  the  credit  and  welfare  of  the  church,  accqrd- 
%  to  the  ftations  wherein  God  hath  fet  you.       i. 
re  ye  magiftrates  ?     Fxert  yourf*  Ives,  both  by  your 
thority  and  example,  to  difcourage  vice  and  immora- 
y.    2.  Are  ye  elders?     See  to  affift  minifters,  by 
proving  fin,  and  informing  aganft  it.     3.  A'-e  ye 
s^fTs  of  youth  ?     Labour  to  inftil  the  principles  of 
ligion  and  virtue  into  the  young  ge*  erat'on  very  ear- 
I  and  train  them  up  in  the  abhorrence  of  vice,  and 
hatcver  hath  a  tendency  to  it.     4.  Are  ye  parents  and 
sads  of  famdies  ?    See  that  young  ones  be  taug^  t  i  oth 
^  Tead  and  pray  \  catechife  >  oth  (.hildren  and  fervants 
Vol.  I.  Qji  upo» 
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upon  the  fabbath-evening ;  call  them  to  an  acoouirt 
■what  they  remembt^r  of  the  fermons  they  have  heajpd ; 
perform  family-worihip  ^^ith  them  in  all  its  parts/  Be 
carefui  to  reprove  fin,.fuch  as  iyingi  fvvearingi  £iibliatii- 
breaking,  ocgled  of  prayer,  &c.     And,  wl^(tever  be 
your  rank  or  ftation  in  the  world,  X  exhort  you  to  6t  I 
apart  time  for  mourning  zud  weeping  for-yburowniiiM^  i 
and  the  (inb  of  t!.e  land,  which  may-provoke  the  Lord  \ 
to  leave  us  and  give  us  up  to  reproach      Pray  for  the 
miinfters  which  are  planted  among  you  ;  and  pray  t» 
ticiUy  for  a  faithfui  foui-winning  miniftry  to  be  raiU 
up  in  the  churrh,  and  planted  in  v.:cant  congregations  I 
and  that  all  iir.pedimenrs  in  the  way  may  be  remofcili 
and  the   in  comnig   of  a  corrupt  miniftry  preventcdt 
pray  that  the  Spirit  of  God  may  be  poured  down  from 
on  high  upon  u    and   all  our  endeavours,  which  woul^ 
retrieve  the  credit  of  the  church,  and  avert  her  reproacli' 
Amen. 
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Csfitnimng  an  Efiumeratkn  cff.tne  Sim  to  be  confejfeda^^^ 
mourned  over,  upon  FaJi-daySy  4ind  otter  wcofions* 

1.  THE  abounding  atheifiri  of  many  in  the  lan»» 
both  in  heart  and  jife :  the  praflical  atheifm  of  thof^ 
who  live  -ai,  if  there  were  no  God  nor  Providence  to  gc^l* 
ycrn  flie  world,  who  rut  the  creatures,  the  woild,  aa-^ 
fcifin  God's  room,  an.,  afcribe  jBieir  mercies  to  fo^*^ 
tune,  their  own  wifJom  and  induftry,  rather,  than  t^ 
God.  --^  ''\ 

2.  The  grofs  immoralities  which  abound. among  us# 
ESf  drunken nefs,  undeanncfs,  lying,  backbiting,  ^^^ 
fr.:uiUi.g,  prcfane  fwearing,  fdlie  fwearing  in  matic**^ 
cf  commerce,  profr.iiing  ilie  LoTd*a  day,  by  walkio^ 
and  travelling  unneccll'arily,  tranlporting  goodSj  and  ^' 
tlicrwife. 
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.  Our  woeful  fecurity  in  thefe  evils,  and  obftinatc 
ring  to  predominant  (ins,  defpifing  all  reproofs  for 
n,  And  Wiirmnpsf  to  forfafee  then.  , 

The  inordinate  fettin^  of  our  hearts  upon  earthly 
►ymenfs  afid  fenfual  fatisfa£tion,  to  the  fad  negle<El 
thefe  thin^^s,  wherein  our  chief  happinefs  doth 
Sft,  viz.  the  enjoying  of  God,  and  communion  with 

The  gteat  ignorance  of  God  and  of  gofpef  truths, 
ch  continueth  in  a  land  of  fuch  light.  The  great 
wrance  of  Jefus  Chrift,  of  his  mediation  and  offices, 
of  the  way  of  making  ufe  of  Chrift  for  juftification 
fanf^ification,  for  ftrength  in  duties,  and  for  ac* 
to  and  acceptance  with  God. 
.  The  neglefl:  of  the  worship  of  God  in  families, 
in  fecret,  and  the  great  reftraining  of  prayer  before 

.  Our  unfruitfulneft  under  the  means  of  grace. 
.  The  backflidings  of  all  ranks  from  God,  and  ieav- 
their  firft  love  ;  the  great  decay  of  the  life  and  pow- 
i  godlinefs, '  and  6f  holy  and  tender  walking,  both 
linifters  and  profeflbrs 

.  The  floth  and  contempt  of  many,  in  not  attend- 
upon  God's  holy  ordinances* 

0.  Our  attending  ordinances  for  the  fafhion,  and 
nlaking  them  tryfting  places  for  meeting  with  God, 

means  of  communion  with  him. 

1.  Out  contenting  ourfelves  with  man*8  teaching, 
not  feeking  after  the  teachings  and  influences  of  the 
it,  in  hearing  of  the  word . 

2.  Our  finning  away  the  holy  fpirit  from  ordinan- 
\  bur  not  lamenting  for  his  withdrawing,  nor  wreft- 
:  for  his  return. 

3.  Our  formality  in  prayer,  and  not  making  ufe  of 
ihterceffion  of  Chrift,  nor  employing  the  affiftance 
he  fpirit  in  this  duty. 

4*  Our  refting  upon  an  outwatd  attendance  of  or- 
mces,  and  a  name  to  live,  without  feeking  after  a 
k  of  grace  and  regeneration  in  our  fouls. 
;.  Our  not  valuing  the  news  of  redeeming  love 

which 
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vhich  the  frofpel  brings  to  U8,  nor  embracing  gIori<Aii 
Chrift  as  offered  to  thus  therein. 

1 6.  Our  not  Hvinjr  a  life  of  faith  upon  Chrift,  nor 
making  continual  ufe  of  his  meritorious  blood,  and  im* 
puted  righteoufncfs  for  our  juftification,  fan£Hficatioii| 
fubduing  fm,  pet  forming  duty,  acceptance  vith  God,' 
and  peace  of  confcience.  r  • 

17.  Our  going  about  to  e(labli(h  our  own  rightcon^ 
nefs,  by  putting  our  religious  duties,  our  juft  dealing} 
or  moral  honefty,  in  the  room  of  glorious  Chrift,  whtf 
alone  is  the  i^ord  our  righteoufnefs.  v 

1 8*  Our  unfrequency  and  floth  in  celebrating  the  m6»  ^p^ 
morials  of  redeen.ing  love,  and  of  the  death  and  fofiin* 
ings  of  our  bleffed  Lord,  io  the  holy  fupper. 

19.  The  profanation  of  the  Lord's  table,  by  the  ap* 
proach  of  tliofe  who  are  ignorant,  prayerlefs,  or  ungoSU 
ly  livers. 

20.  Our  nep:le£ting  foleron  preparation  for  this  near 
approach,  by  felf-examination,  fecret  humiliation,  and 
wrcdiing  with  God  for  bis  prefence,  and  renewing  co* 
vcnant  with  him. 

7  f .  Our  not  keeping  up  the  impreflion  of  facramen* 
tal  vows,  and  of  the  matchlefs  love  of  Chrift  difplayed 
to  us.  fo  as  to  be  thereby  conftrained  to  live  to  Him  that 
died  for  us. 

22.  Our  not  imitating  the  pattern  of  the  holy  Jefus, 
in  his  mceknefs,  holincfs,  felf-denial,  mortification  to 
the  world,  patience  under  wrongs,  thankfulnefs  for 
mercies,  diligence  in  prayer,  zeal  for  God's  fcrvice, 
concern  for  the  good  of  others,  willingnefs  to  die,  and 
refignation  to  God's  will. 

23.  The  negleft  of  maflers  and  families  in  inftni£%- 
ing  their  children  and  fervant?,  and  ufing  their  authoxi* 
ty  to  fupprefs  (in  amongft  them, 

24.  Our  unthankful  forgetting  of  the  many  fignal 
deliverances  which  God  hath  wrought  for  this  church 
and  land ;;  and  our  unthankful  abufe  of  the  many  var 
iuable  mercies  we  flill  erjoy. 

25.  Our  prefidious  defiling  with  God,  in  breaking 
both  national  and  pcrfonal  covenant  •,  and  our  want  of 

zeal 
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Bcal  for  maintaioing  truth,  purity  and  piety,  in  oppoG- 
don  to  abounding  error,  fuperftition  and  profanity^ 

ii6i  Our  indiffierency  about  the  coming^  of  Chri(t*s 
kingdom ;  our  little  praying  for  the  peace  an4  profpe- 
Htj  of  Jeruiklem ;  and  our  minding  our  own  thing% 
jnoie  l£an  the  things  of  Jefus  Chrift. 
.  27*  The  heaven-daring  attacks  made  Upon  the  got* 
pdkierolation,  by  infidels  among  ourfelves. ' 

tS*  '  Out  impenitency  and  infenfiblenefs  ixider  fpiri- 
tmal  judgments,  and  manifold  tolixns  of  God's  anger^ 
fuch  as,  withdrawing  hi$  fpirit  from  minifters  and  pro- 
MbrSf  blafting  of  ordinances,  dividing  us  in  his  anger^ 
pTing  us  up  to  fpiritual  oppreflion  and  perfecution,  let- 
ing  loofe  a  ipirit  of  error  and  delufion,  bfc. 
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[IS  Dircdiory  being  firft  puUUhed  in  the  year 
l^  the  preface  was  added  to  the  fecond  edition  of 
the  year  ^726,  in  which  now  I  have  made  fome 
t^ons^  and  alterations.  The  book  itfelf  alfo  is  con- 
ably  enlarged  from  what  it  was  at  firft,  namely  in 
ing  and  preffing  the  necefCty  of  communicating, 
ib^djence  to  our  Lord's  dying  command  ;  and  it  is  . 
e. regretted  that  there  (hould  be  ftill  fojmuch  need 
atgiagit^  :Al),  that  fo  many  Chriftians,  who  pro- 
refped  to  Chrift  as  their  Saviour,  fliould  live .  in 
negled^  of  his  dying  charge  !  Perhaps,  my  friends, 
ti  viewing  the  hazard  of  eating  unworthily,  fome  of 
inay  think  you  are  on  the  fafeft  fide  to  keep  away 
(^  diis  ordinance  altogether  -,  not  confidering,  that  the 
ger  of  unworthy  refufing  is  fully  as  great  as  that  of 
rorihy  receiving  :.  For  you  fee  thofc  who  make  light 
thrift's  invitation  to  the  marriage- fupper  efcaped  no 
CT  than  he  that  came  without  the  wedding- gar- 
itf^Mat.  xxii.  713.  Likewise  I  have  adduced  ma- 
irguments  to  prefs  frequency  in  connmunicating,  and 
e  anfwered  obje£^ion3  againfl  it ;  which,  if  you  du- 
onfider,  you  muft  own  that  frequent  partaking  is 
1:  advantageous  and  neceflary  for  the  exigencies  of 
r  foulsj  and  highly  acceptable  unto  God.  If  there 
*  a  book  of  remembrance  written  before  the  Lord, 
them  that  feared  the  Lord,. thought  upon  his  name, 
^ok;e  one  to  another,''  MaL  i\\.  16.  we  have  no 
imd  to  queftion,  but  there  is  a  book  of  remembrance 
tten  for  them  that  love  their  Redeemer,  and  often 
«mber  his  death  and  fuffcrings  in  the  facrament, 
ich  he  hath  inftituted  for  that  end.  And  as  I  would 
e  you  come  frequently  to  this  folemn  ordinance,  fo 
ODlid  always  have  you  coming  with  fuitable  prepara- 
ToJU.  L.  B.  r  tion 
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tion;  and,  for  your  help  in  this  matter,  I  have  cowf 
pofed  the  following  dire£iory.  Special  care  fliould  te. 
taken,  that  our  frequency  do  not  breed  formality,  In^ 
that  we  be  as  devout  as  frequent ;  and,  though  we  com* 
municate  never  fo  frequently,  that  we  truft  not  to  fe^ 
mer  preparations,  but  that  we  examine  and  prepaiip 
ourfelv^s  of  new  for  every  communion.  ' 

But  feeing  it  is  in  vain  to  exhort  Chriftians  tojit** 
quent  receiving,  unlefs  roinifters  do  alfo  frequently  al^ 
niiiniftrate  this  ordinance,  and  call  their  peopte  to  piif^ 
take  thereof;  it  may  be  proper  to  fpeak  f6metlniw,iof|^ 
the  n^ceffity  of  frequent  difpenfing  of  the  Lord's  Ib^ 
pen    AH  the  arguments  and  reafons  which  I  bring  n' 
the  enfuing  treatifc,  to  prove  the  neceiGty  of  pccpQI 
frequent  partaking,  do  as  much  prove  the  needfitj^ 
minifters  frequent  difpenfing:  feeing,  if  mintfters'ife^ 
not  difpenfe,  the  people  cannot  partake :  But,  befiAl^ 
thefe,  I  (hall,  with  all  humility  and  becoming  refpe^^ 
add  fome  things  here,  Mrfiich,  I  hope,  may  be  ofwi^l) 
with  myfelf,  and  other  minillers  of  the  gofpel,  to  pw» 
fuade  to  frequent  difpenfing. 

!•  The  infpired  apoftles  of  Chrift,  and' other  paft  : 
'  tors  of  the  church  that  were  contemporary  with  thcfl^ 
did  (in  obedience  to  the  intimation  which  their  Lorf 
and  Maffer  gave  them  at  the  firft  inftitution)  frequcrij* 
Jy  difpenfe  the  Lord's  fupper  to  the  Chriftians  in  thdf 
days ;  yea,  it  was  their  ordinary  cuftom  to  do  it  cvcif 
Lord's  day,  A£lsii.  46.  Afts  xx.  7,  The  inifpiredpcn* 
man  of  that  book  doth  mention  ^he  breaking  of  bread 
as  a  conftant  concomitant  to  the  apoftles  do^rine  auvl 
prayers,  A£lsii.  42. 

II.  In  imitation  of  the  apoftles,  the  paftors  of  the  ati* 
cient  church  did  keep  up  the  praftice  of  celebrating  the 
Lord's  Supper  every  Lord's  day,  through  the  fecooi> 
third,  fourth,  and  fifth  centuries.  To  evidence  this  (i» 
It  were  called  in  queftion)  I  might  cite  many  paflage^ 
from  the  hiftories.  of  Eufebius  and  Socrates,  andjic 
writings  of  Juftin  Martyr,  Gyrian,  Chryfoftom,  Hieroffl* 
Ambrpfe,  Auguftincj  and  feyeral  others^  who  on  that 
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ccount  ufed  to  call  the  Lord's  day  Dies  Pants :  but,  it 
seing  a  matter  of  fafl:  of  notour,  I  need  not  blot  paper 
flirUh  quotations  to  this  purpofc.  Nay,  it  is  plain,  from 
the  forefaid  ancient  writers,  that  the  Lord's  (upper  con- 
tinued to  be  difpenfed  in  feme  places,  not  only  every 
Lord's  day,  but  alfo  every  day  of  the  week,  and  that  fof 
fcveral  centuries :  Which  pra^ice  Auguftine  (who  liv- 
ed in  the  fifth  century)  doth  not  feem  fo  heartily  to  ap- 
prove; t&Cf  Lib.  de  Ecclefiafticis,  Cap.  53.  he  hath 
tfcfe  words,  **  Quotidie  communionem  Eucharifticae 
.  nee  vitupero  nee  laudo  ;  omnibus  tamen  Dominicis 
T  piebus  communicandum  fuadco,"  /.  e,  **  I  neither 
*  praife  nor  difpraife  daily  receiving  of  the  Lord's  fup- 
?^  per ;  but  I  would  have  all  men  to  communicate  each 
^  Lord's  day."  Moreover,  learned  men,  who  are  beft 
acquainted  with  the  antiquities  of  the  Chriftian  church, 
dp  obferve,  that  unfrequency  in  celebrating  this  facra- 
iteent  did  creep  in  together  with  other  antichriftian  cr* 
tors  and  defcdions,  into  the  church  of  Chrifl. 

IIL  I  (hall  therefore  pafs  the  ages  of  darkncfs  and 
dciFeftion,  and  come  to  the  two  laft  centuries  of  the 
cjiurch,  and  take  a  fhort  view  of  the  praftice  of  fome 

Ft>tefl;ant  churches  (ince  our  reformation  from  popery, 
grant,  the  Lord's  f upper  harh  not  been  celebrated  fo 
rft  fince  that  time,  as  in  the  firft  ages  of  the  church. 
We  have  the  reafon  pointed  at  in  a- book,  which  repre- 
fents  the  praftice  of  the  church  of  Geneva,  particularly 
fa  celebrating  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's  fupper,  which 
Was  four  times  in  the  year.  The  book  is  intituled,  laws 
wd  Jldtutes  of  Geneva^  anent  eccleftajlic  difcipline^  tranf- 

.  Uted  Qut  of  the  French,  and  printed  London,#Anno 
1643.  P^  7"  ^^  ^^^^  thefe  words  :  "  For  as  the  fuppet 
kath  been  inftituted  by  our  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift  to  be 
fequented  and  ufed,  and  alfo  it  hath  been  obferved  in 

'  Ac  primitive  Chriftian  church,  until  fuch  time  as  the 
ifcvil  hath  turned  all  upfide  down,  fetting  up  the  mafs 
Jnftcad  thereof,  which  fault  ought  to  be  correfted,  and 
*ffo  the  rare  celebrating  thereof :  We  have  determined 
?nd  ordained^  that  it  mall  be  miniftered  four  times  a** 
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Af^Aiii,  let  us  look  into  the  praflice  of  the  refomiel 
tliurchc"*  of  France,  whilft' their  liberty  continued.  Fa 
tlkc  ac>>  of  the  national  fynod  Iield  at  Obarentoon,  print- 
(.J  Lomtoiit  Anno  1644.  ^P*  12.  art.  14.  we  have  tfade 
uoA'ds  .  ^'  Ahhough  it  hath  been  a  cuftom  in  moftof 
ihc  churches  in  thcfe  parts,  to  celebrate  the  holy  com- 
munion only  four  times  every  year ;  yet  it  is  much  villi- 
1 U  anii  dcArod  that  it  might  be  ufed  more  frequeotlf  *. 

As  for  the  reformed  diurches  in  the  Ufiitorf  Piof in- 
vc^  i^  the  Dutch  churches,  we  fee  what  was  their  prac* 
licCt  ill  Cvf'fits  difc'tpiiruty  published  by  the  miniften  uA 
vKWnt  ot  the  Dutch  congre^tion  in  London,  Annoid4{« 
\;a|>,  ^^  fed.  2«  art  3.  ^*  It  is  appointed  that  thcLonTft 
fupi^er  be  adminiftered  every  two  months  (f.^.  6z times 
a-  Ycarl  wherein  the  churclies  under  perfecutioD  are  k& 
10  ihoir  liberty." 

A*  to  the  churches  in  New  England,  we  have  ac- 
count of  ilKir  praftice,  britf  narrative  of  thg  fraBki4 
.'"^  %\uiwhi  in  Nc^o  Er.glatid^  printed  London^  Aono 
Ks  i .  p.  8.  *^  As  for  the  adminiftration  of  the  Lord's 
lu^'pci .  becaufe  Chrift  defires  us  to  do  it  oftcHj  we  com- . 
hiiuitly  \\\\t  it  monthly,  though  we  tie  not  ourfelves  to 
any  let  time,  but  alter  it  as  often  as  reafon  appears*" 

Let  us  come  to  the  church  of  Scotland,  and  confi- 
de. 4  the  ancient  pra£liceof  our  worthy  reformers  in  this 
ktKiUcu  And,  in  the  Jirfi  place,  if  we  look  to  the  oM 
Sloi^  hturgy,  or  the  iook  of  common  order ^  which  wal 
\%4iitva  by  John  Knox,  (ir(l  for  the  order  of  the  Enfi^ 
ei;h  ktrk  at  Geneva,  whereof  he  was  minifter,  and  ap- 
^uo^eil  by  John  Calvin,  printed  at  Geneva,  Anno  i$56* 
ai.1.1  afterwards  received  and  ufed  by  the  reformed  long 
Ji  ScutlAud ;  we  will  find,  in  the  loth  chapter,  conceui* 
Ing  the  manner  of  adminiftration  of  the  Lord's  fupper, 
thefe  words :  **  The  day  when  the  Lord's  fupperis  mi" 
uiitcrcd,  which  is  commonly  ufed  once  a-month|  or 
(b  uU  as  the  congregation  fliall  think  expedient,  the  mi* 
iiillci  ul'cih  to  f  \y  as  foUoweth,"  &c.  From  which  it 
i^pcar6«  that  the  firft  praAice  of  our  reformers,  after 
-he  reformation  of  this  nation  from  popery,  was  to  «1- 
kiuiuitrate  the  Lord's  Supper  commonly  once  a-month* 
-V.ti^rw^rds,  it  feemeth,  they  found  that  the  people  did 
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vak  Xb  gJinerally^iFall  In  with  the  forefakl  order  for  month- 

LSacramcatg  as  could  be  wiflicd :  And  therefore  in 
General  Aflembly,  which  was  held  at  Edinburgh  in 
December  1562,  they  thought  St  to  condcfcend  to  a  lefs 
frequent  adminiftration  of  ^m  ordinance ;  for>  in  their 
t^  theieanenty  recorded  by  Cald,  in  his  hiftory,  page 
$i6»  we  have  thefe  words  :  **  It  is  ordained,  that  the 
communion  be  four  times  miniftred  in  die  year  widiin 
iMiraugh  towns,  and  twice  in  country  parilhes.'^ 
. .  Here,  indeed,  there  is  a  diftinftion  made  betwixt  the 
G^uency  in  boroughs  and  country  parifhes :  But,  in  the 
firft  hock,  pf  difcipline,  which  was  compiled  by  feverals 
ic^.otir  famous  reformers,  by  way  of  addrefs  to  the  civil 
government,  and  much  about  the  fame  time  approved 
and  eftabli(hed  both  by  church  and  (late,  we  find  four 
titties  in  the  year  condefcendcd  upon  for  the  facrament, 
.without  any  di(lin£lion  of  congregations,  Cap.  >2.  Pa* 
m^.  2.  They  tell  us  indeed,  that  the  order  cJ  Geneva, 
concerning  the  miniftration  of  the  facraments,  was  at 
that  time  wfed  in  fome  of  their  churches,  u  e,  the  ho&k 
tf  common  order  forecited,  whiclTdeclareth  for  monthly 
facraments  ;  but,  in  Cap.  11.  Parag.  5,  they  give  their 
Judgment  for  quarterly  communions,  in  thefe  words : 
^  Four  times  in  the  year  we  think  fufhcient  to  the  ad-  ' 
aiainiftration  of  the  Lord's  table,  which  we  deGre  to  be 
fdiOtin£led,  that  the  fuperftition  of  times  may  be  avoid- 
iti  (6  far  as  may  be;  for  your  honours  are  not  ignorant 
plow  luperftitioufly  the  people  ran  to  tbat  adion  at 
Patch,  even  as  if  the  time  gave  virtue  to  the  facrament  i 
jaoid  how  the  reft  of  the  whole  year  they  arc  carelefs  and 
'jnegligent,  as  if  it  appertained  not  to  them  but  at  that 
lime  only*  We  think  it  therefore  moft  expedient,  tliat 
the  firft  Sunday  of  March  be  appointed  fof  one  time  to 
that  Service,  the  firft  Sunday  of  June  for  another,  the 
firft  Sunday  of  September  for  the  third,  the  firft  Sun- 
day of  Deceml^er  lor  the  fourtli.  We  do  not  ^eny  but 
any  feveral  kirk,  for  reafon^iblc  caufes,  may  change  the 
tune,  and  may  minifter  oftner;  but  we  ftudy  to  reprefs. 
iupcrftition/' 

From  all  which  we  may  fee  what  it  was  that  came 
<o  be  the  more  general^ 'fettled  and  declared  nrind 

of 
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©f  the  -church  of  Scotland  after  the  reformatu 
cerning  the  frequency  of  the  Lord's  fupper,  vi5 
fhouJd  at  lead  te  celebrated  once  in  the  quartei 
ing  liberty  to  any  minifter  or  congregation  to  ; 
ter  it  oftner»  if  they  thought  fit.  Som^  perh: 
doubt  if  it  was  altogether  right  in  our  reformei 
duce  the  primitive  praftice  of  celebrating  the 
fupper  once  a- week  to  once  in  the  month,  at 
wards  to  once  in  the  quarter ;  but  we  are  to 
they  had  weighty  reafons  for  it  at  that  time  :  E 
are  many  now  of  the  mind,  that  we  of  this  ag( 
fo  well  account  for  reducing  the  ancient  pra<£l:i( 
church  in  adminiftrating  tliis  facrament  once 
quarter,  to  once  in  -the  year.  Is  not  this  a  lar 
deviating  from  the.fentiments  and  praSice  of  c 
and  zealous  reformers  ?  What  can  our  unfreqi 
celebrating  this  Chriftian  commemoirating  ordii 
imputed  to  fo  much,  as  a  fad  decay  of  love  t( 
cified  Jefus  ?  Alas,  that  love  to  our  unchangeal 
ly  Redeemer  (bould  cool  by  length  of  time  !  'V 
verify  what  he  foretold  of  the  latter  days,  M; 
12.  "  Iniquity  (hall  abound,  and  the  love  of  m; 
wax  cold."  But  oh  !  Are  not  Chrift's  benefits 
as  ever,  his  blood  as  frefh  and  efficacious  as  eve; 
then  Ihould  not  Chriftian  love  be  as  warm  as  e 
their  refpeft  to  his  gofpel  inftitutions  as  ftrong 
O  thai  the  Chriftians  of  this  age  were  fenfil 
whence  we  are  fallen  ;  how  far  we  have  depar 
the  zeal  of  our  anceftors,  and  left  our  fir  ft  Ic 
crucified  Chrift ;  fo  that  all  ranks  were  conc< 
levive  and  recover  it,  in  and  by  the  ufe  of  th< 
which  God  hath  appointed  for  that  end  ;  that 
grees  we  might  again  attain  our  reformers  freq 
celebrating  this  Chrift- exalting  and  loveinflami 
nance,  and  fo  change  our  annual  to  quarterly- 
nions  !  I  know  it  is  affecting  to  fome  hearty  w 
ers  of  the  profperity  and  credit  of  the  church  < 
land,  to  think  that  a  church,  fo  excellently  wel 
tuted,  and  which  had  attained  to  a  greater  pitc 
formation  in  other  things  than  her  neighboursj 
yet  ly  behind  them  in  this  point. 
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1  acknowledge  that  rhatters  were  fo  put  out  of  order 
in  this  church,  by  reafon  of  the  long  oppreflion  (he 
groaned  under,  and  the  great  defeftions  of  many,  before 
^e  late  happy  revolution,  that  minifters  in  feveraJ  places 
VTttc  afraid  to  difpenfe  this  fealing  ordinance  to  their 
flocks  for  fome  time  :    And  finding  themfelves  v^ry 
much  ftraitcned  betwixt  the  indifpofition  of  their  people, 
and  the  hazard  of  a  total  omifTion,  they  came  to  an  un- 
frequent  celebration  of  this  ordinance,  perhaps  but  once 
in  two  or  three  years,  till  this  unfrequency  became  cuf- 
toraary    and'  too  general.     Serious  Chriftians  indeed 
flocked  unto  thofe  places  where  it  was  difpenfed,  where- 
by their  lofs  at  home  was  in  fome  meafure  repaired. 

iBut  the  General  Aflembly,  being  fenfible  of  the  evil 
pf  this  unfrequency,  began  to  take  notice  of  it,  and 
make  feveral  excellent  ads  for  the  more  frequent  cele- 
bration of  the  Lord's  fupper,  as  in  the  years  1710, 
1711,  1712,  and  1724.  Though  thefe  adts  have  not 
hitherto  had  their  full  effeft,  yet  they  have  been  fo  far 
•  cffeftual,  as  to  bring  minifters  generally  to  adminiftiatc 
this  ordinance  in  their  congregations  at  leaft  once  in 
the  year.  I  know,  feveral  worthy  minifters  have  fome 
years  ago  given  a  laudable  example  to  thtir  bre- 
thren, in  celebrating  the  Lord's  fupper  in  their  con- 
gregations twice  a- year  ;  though  indeed  it  is  to  be  re- 
gretted that  fo  few  hitherto  have  copied  after  it. 

^The ^  authority  and  judgment  of  the  great  Calvin 
(whom  the  church  of  Scotland  doth  moft  defervedly 
J^gard  and  cfteem)  concerning  annual  and  frequent 
Communicating,  hath  very  great  weight  with  ihe  :  We 
have  it  in  his  inftitutions.  Lib.  4.  Cap.  17.  Par.  46. 
*|^ihi  fol.  507,  After  he  had  ftiewed  what  was  the  prac- 
^t  of  the  ancient  church  in  pureft  times,  he  hath  thefc 
vords :  **  Et  fane  haic  confuetudo  quae  lemel  quotannis 
**  communicaie  jubet,  certiffium  elt  diaboli  inventum, 
*  cujufcunque  -tandem  minifterio  invefta  fuerit. — 
**  Quum  certa  kx  de  una  quotannis  communica  ens 
**  pofita  eft,  qua  fadlum  eft,  ut  fere  omnes  quum  fcmel 
*'  communicaverunt,  quafi  in  teliquura  anni  tempus 
**  pulchre  defunct!,  in  utramque  aurera  fecuri  dormi- 
^-ant.     Longe  aliter  factum  opportuit:   Singulis  ad 
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'^  minimum  hebdomadibus  proponenda  erat  CfirifB^, 
*'  norum   coetui   menCi    domini,    declafandic  promiA 
^*  fioncs  qux  nos  in  eaTptntualiter  pafcerent;  nnfftts- 
<<  quidem  necefBtate  cogendiis,  fed  cohortandi  omneS| 
**  &  ftimulandi  ;  oh)urgandu8,  etiam  ignaTomm  Xsi^ 
••  por,*    u  r.  "  And  indeed  this  cuftom  which  com^ 
mands  to  communicate  once  onty  in  the  year,  is  moft 
certainly  the  inTcntion  of  the  devil,  whoever  was  in* 
ftrumental  to  introduce  it.    When  there  was  a  lifr 
made  for  communicating  once  in  the  year,  it  came  l»   ' 
pafs,  that  a]  moft  all,  when  they  had  once  communicated|| 
turned  flothful  and  flept  fecurely  throoghont  the  reft 
of  the  year.     But  it  (hould  have  been  far  othennfc.: 
Every  week,  at  lead,  the  Lord^s  table  (hould  have  been    i 
fet  before  the  ailembly  of  Chriiliaiit,,^  and  the  promite 
therein  fet  forth  upon  which  w:e  (hould  feed  ^irittiaUyr - 
No  man  indeed  Ihould  be  compelled  to  come  by  fbiiciV 
but  ail  (hould  be  exhorted  and  excited  ;    and  tfie  iodi 
of  all  the  negligent  reproved.*^    And  upon  the  maigiil 
we  have  thefe  words ;  **  Paptftica  autem  confuetudoi' 
'^  quotannis  fcmel  communicare  jubens,  execrandant 
•*  eit  inventum  •,"  ?.  e.  "  The  popi(h  cu(tom,  whidl 
"  enjoins  men  to  communicate  once  a- year,  is  a  corfed 
•*  invention.'*     And  certainly  the  godly  and  judidous 
Calvin  his  obfervatioii  is  moft  juft  :   For  when  wc 
call  our  people  to  come  to  the  Lord^s  table  bu|  once, 
in  the  year,  and  there  belicvingly  to  remember  a  cru- 
cified Chrift  for  the  remiffion  of  their  (ins,  the  inoft 
part  are  tempted  to  think,  when  they  have  done  that, 
their  main  work  is  over  for  that  year,  and  (b  fall  afteep. 
2nd  turn  fecure  through  the  reft  of  the  year;  upon  wbic^ 
account  he  culls  \^\%popiJh  cuflom^  a  curfed  iriifentian^VDi 
an  invention  of  the  devii.     It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the 
church  of  Scotland,  which  fo  much  abhors  popery  and 
.  all  popidi  cuftoms,  will  at  length  throw  out  this  oi  sn^ 
iiual  cQnunwiicatV'g^  as  well  as  they  hav«  done  others* 

OhjeSfion^  anfiuered^ 

OhjeB.  I.  By  divine  appointment  the  paflbver  was 
celebrated  but  once  in  the  year  \  and  now  the  Lord's 
{upper  is  come  in  room  of  the  pafibver* 


Anf,  iflylt  muft  be  remembered,  that  as  the  paflbver 
Tvedtpfi^if 7  and  prefigure  Chrift*s  death  and  faf« 
dngs  to  the  Jews,  and  their  fpiritual  redemption  there- 
:|.jGe>  it  was  inftituted  to  preferve  the  memorial  of 
eii:  temporal  freedom  and  deliverance  from  the  bori- 
igf  of  Egypt,  which  God  wrought  for  them  on  the  , 
iiirjieentb  of  the  firft  month,  £xod.  xii.  17.  iB  And. 
iere£ore  he  appointed  them  to  keep  the  p^flb?er  annu« 
lif..upl)n  that  day  oiF  the  month.  b\v  the  Lord  hath 
!ke(Lao  certain  day  of  the  year  for  the  Lord's. f upper 
ndter.the  New.  Teftament  times;  but  only  in  general 
ith  enjoined  a  frequent  celebration  of  it. 

oJ/jr,  The  Jews  did  not  neerl  a  very  frequent  celebra- 
on  of  the  paflbver  to  put  them  in  mind  of  the  romtn^^ 
eath,  arid  fufferings  of  tlie  Meffiah  ;  feeing,  befidefi  the 
ftflbver,  they  had,  by  divine  appointnrient,  many  other* 
rely  types,  figures,  and  inftitutions,  which  were  de- 
g&ed  for  that  very  fame  end,  fuch  as  the  f  icrifices  of 
jUQ  beads,  which  they  frequently  witnefied  in  thetem- 
|e;  Yea,  every  day  they  had,  both  morning  and  ev'^n- 
igfi  a  Iamb  killed  in  the  temple,  its  blood  poured  out, 
|ul  its  flefh  burnt  on  the  altar,  for  a  facrifice  to  God 
)r  their  fins  ;  which  did  in  a  moft  eminent  and  lively 
lanncr  rcpretnt  to  them  the  death,  blood {hed,fuffer- 
)g8,  and  bitter  agonies  of  Chrift,  the  great  facrifice  for 
ic  fins  of"  the  world,  juft  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
iflbver  did ;  only  it  was  not  eaten  in  every  houfe,  as 
>at  was.  So  that  we  fee  a  plain  reafon  why  the  Jews 
id  not  (land  in  need  of  fuch  a  frequent  celebration  of 
kc  paflbver  to  be  a  remembrance  of  Chrift  under  the 
w,  as  we  do  of  the  Lord's  fupper  under  the  New  Tef- 
ment  times,  when  we  have  no  other  ordinance  ipfti- 
t^d  to  keep  up  the  remembrance  of  Chrift's  death  and 
'fierings,  but  this  alone  :  And  therefore  it  ought  much 
ore  frequently  to  be  celebrated  thin  the  Jewifti  pafT- 
^er  was. 

3^^,  Suppofing  the  Jews  had  no  other  ordinance 
It  the  paflbver,  to  keep  up  the  remembrance  of  the 
tefliah  that  was  tocome  \  yet,  feeing  our  Mefl'iah  hath 
3w  come,  and  actually  facrificed  himfelf  upon  the 
"ofs  for  our  redemption,  hath  fully  completed   the 
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'  wHfAi  Ud  threat  mMe  Mgftt  di^Ufs  of  JiA jftvo 
and  p6tj  to  os  ChKftiaiis,  thai!  te  did  t6 die  Jfe%iiiW* 
de^  Oe  hn^,  iiiMd  hith  inftttttttd  the  iMTt  ihMet  ^ 
a  oieidMirial  of  whit  he  bath  doiie  a^  {aJtetdd,  titnil- 
ing  tis  tto  ltd  tib«,  but  ifijMning  ftetottuicf  &i  tili  dB 
of  it;  I  flVs  fc<iing  the  cdfe  b  fo  ^ritti  ^s,  W6  ai«i  tHi* 
dbt  many  itrdhg  ties  t6  be  nime  zfcalodt  wlaAlttifim 
in  celeblrating  the  hiofhori^i  of  QtM&^i  h»VO  ftt^iiB  ili 
the  Lord*9  {\ipjptr,  ttian  die  Je^  wfm  to  do  it  in  ttt 
phffoVekn    The  ajpoftles  Md  prinkidte  Chrifthhqft  vM 
f6  fenfible  of  tins,  that  they  thoiight  tbem(tiTea>Mbl 
to  remember  Chrift  cmpified  once  a^edc  ittltiit&&ji^ 
pel-piiR>veir,  \yhieh  the  Jfewi  did  but  onc6  a^yeariO:. 
theilra.    From  all  whlch^  we  fee  no  irgfanitAt  tm  bl0>. 
bi^iighti  from  the  Je^i  anmud  eoftom  iii  bel^bra&^SS 
Ae  pskffi>Vet9  to  juftuy  amiual  cominuiUbii. 

O^.il.  Toadminilhitethisl^ord^&fii^nerfltqil^^ 
ly,  ^oma  ticnd  to  kiiminifli  the  ^ef^  ihd  rbMflttOg 
which  is  due  to  it|  and  at  length  brUg  it  iiito  obntbAoV 
among  the  people. 

^    ^^  ifii  If  ^  mabs  cbnfciehde  of  otir  dn^ji  ooifl 
Jjord  will  fee  to  the  credit  of  his  own  ordinance. 

2d/y,WM  any  fay,  that  the  ^poftles  and  priimi^f^ 
paftolrs  broujght  this  ordinance  ihto  contempt  by  cde^^— 
,  birating  of  it  every  Lord's  day  ?  Did  they  nbt  ttht^  and  :3 
prize  it  thtich  higher  that!  we  who  celebrate  it  hvk  bnd^  ^ 
a-yeair  ?  And  why  (hould  we  think,  that  the  adittini- 
ftrating  of  the  Lord's  flipper  twice,  thriccj  or  foiir  tiibct  ' 
ill  the  year,  would  at  all  derogate  ftom  the  cipeiffibf 
it! 

3^{y*  Were  this  reafon  valid  ag^inft  qtfe  (rei^nedt  dit 
pbtifing  of  this  otdinance,  why  not  jigainft  other  ordii* 
ni&nces  alfo  ?  And  fo  we  (hould  but  feidom  preach,  oirrisad 
the  fcriptures  in  the  audience  of  the  people ;  we  fhoaU 
feidom  pray  or  fing  pfalms  with  our  flocks,  left  we  Ipdii^ ' 
tribute  to  leifen  the  eileem  and  reverence  due  to  thefe 
Olrdinancies,  by  the  frequent  ufe  of  them. 

4iA/yf  Are  not  th^e  many  ferious  exercifed  C^rifii^ 
ans,  who  commUnicate  almoft  every  Sabbath  durihg 
the  fummer  feafon,  when  they  can  have  the  occafibn,  in 
jieighbburing  congregationsywho  can  tell  us»  iiM  th'cy 

'  •    reap 
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^f^P.  (pi^,%l  ?Ay.^y^^'^g^  by.  fo  doing ;  t^^at  their. edecnt 

of  the  ordinance  is  much  inc^es^fed,  an^  that  th^y  ^o 

.  iu^  s|t  ^  find  that  their  fcequeifit  paf ta|un|[  t^^nds  td 

t^r^iff  this  aw,f^l  ^nftttutiq^  i^to  c^tempt  with  them  i 

^nf^hj  (hpiuld  \t  j>e  thought  th^t  th^it  cqmpiqi^icat- 

u)g  tyic^i  or  fyea  four  Ufnes  a^ye^r^  in  their  o^n  90^- 

E¥cgatipp^>  ^t  a  canyeniept  diftak)c^»  would  produce 

thajc  bad  efie^  I  No :  (  am  perfuaded  it  #ould  nqt ;  fpr 

$hc  pft^ec  that  thU  Sapraptent  is  wpTthily  receivefJ,  ip-. 

lUiad  of  diminiOiing  que  refpe^i,  \t  inqreafeth  pur  veyp- 

9f;fice  of  podf  and  pur  aficdion  tp  ppr  Saviour.     I  am 

i^I)et  ^  conlcientious  pwping  of  Gqd's  authority  is  a 

f^reater  fign  of  holy  reverei^ce^  than  the  negled);  qf  hi$ 

inftitutions* 

5f&^  We  may  perhaps  th^nk  to  keep  up  the  credit 
fof  this  fplemn  ordinance  ^mongthofe  who  are  pot  the 
I>etter  fort,  by  feldoip  difpenfing  it ;  but  it  (hould  be 
ir^ind^  th?t  ^t  is  not  true  efteem  wi^ich  ar^feth  mere- 
ly frpqd.  ^he  rarity  of  a  thing,  b^t  that  which  fpiingeth 
{yqip  knowledge  of  its  intrinfic  worth,  and  eifperictnce  . 
!K>£  its  .pfefulnefs :  And  thpfe  people  who  have  np  he^rt- 
Acquaintance  widi  precious  Chrift,  and  the  ends^  ufcs 
^¥id  fucce(8  of  h^B  prdtpances,  will  ne\^r  have  a  du^  re- 
^3)e£i  unto  them.    Let  i|$  by  all  means  recommend  to 
M^K^h  perfons  the  worth  and  excellency  of  Chrift,  ^ew   , 
4iem  their  daily  need  of  hipi,  and  his  daily  ufefulne(s 
^€^  them>  and  pr^fs  their  pis^king  fuits^blc  preparation, 
t>y  fcarching  themfelves  and  clofmg  with  hini,  before 
^l^ey  be  admitted  to  partake  \  and  then  we  needed  not 
K¥%uch  fear  that  frequency  would  dctraS  from  tjic  rc- 
^Vtation  of  this  ordinance  :  For  frequent  experience  of 
^t.9  ufefulnefs  wQuld  beget  the  higheit  efteem  of  it,  and 
fharjpen  the  appetites  of  people  fpr  it.     As  he  prayet|i 
^eft,  and  with  moil  delight,  that  ptayeth  pftene^  %  fo  a 
'Worthy-communicant  increafeth  in  the  love  of  God  an4 
vi  religipn,  the  oftner  he  receives :  The  more  acquaint* 
ance  and  communipn  he  attains  tp  with  Jefus  Ch^iit  ip 
this  ordinance,  he  values  it  ftill  the  more.     I  cannot 
think  this  blefied  facrament  will  be  M^derv^lued  by  fre;- 
qcient  repetitions,  but  by  perfons  moft  unwptthy*  whp 
ought  not  much  to  be  regsirded ;  tor  no  truef-hearte^ 
^^  \  ^         ?f  3j  Ifra^Ut* 
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Ifraelite  would  loiat^e  this  heavenly  Manna>  becaufe  it  is 
commoni  and  afforded  us  in  plenty. 

Lajiiy^  And,  with  all  due  fubmiflion  to  others,  I  ixi 
ftrongly  incline  to  have  a  great  regard  to  the  judgment 
ef  the  famous  Mr  Calvin,  and  many  learned  and  godlf 
divines,  who  are  fo  far  from  thinking  that  annuai-com- 
municating  is  a  mean  to  prefcrve  the  efteem  of  diis 
ordinance,  and  prevent  peoples  carelefsnefs  and  forma- 
licy  in  receiving,  that  tliey  rather  judge  it  a  device  of 
Satan,  to  cherifh  (loth  and  fecurity  in  fin,  to  ftifie  tnie 
Chridian  love,  to  difcourage  endeavours  after  ferioos 
godlinefs,  and  to  obftruft  very  much  the  life  and  con- 
tinued exercife  of  religion. 

ObjeB.  III.  We  fee  how  much  the  other  facrament 
baptifm,  is  contemned,  becaufe  of  its  frequent  repeti^ 
tion  ;  and  fo  might  it  alfo  fare  with  this. 

^^f*  \ft%  If  the  peoples  contempt  of  facraments  be  a 
good  argument  ?gainft.the  frequency  of  one  facrament, 
it  is  as  good  again  ft  the  frequency  of  another  \  and  fo 
we  ought  to  fet  up  for  the  adminiftration  of  baptifin 
but  once  in  the  year,  to  preferve  the  efteem  and  foicm- 
nity  of  it,  as  much  as  we  do  for  that  of  the  other  facra- 
ment.  Arc  they  not  both  precious  inftitutions  of  the 
fame  Lord  ?  Both  feals  of  the  fame  covenant  ?  Why 
then  (hould  we  put  the  orie  at  fo  great  diftancc  from 
the  other,  and  feek  to  raife  its  honour  fo  much  above 
the  other  ? 

'Idly,  Though  baptifm  be  frequently  adminiftrate,  yet 
the  jLiord  doth  ftill  kfeep  up  the  reputation  of  his  ordi- 
nance,''fo  that  no  man  is  eafy  to  be  excluded  from  it: 
Yea,  people  generally  have  ftronger  imgreiSons  of  the 
neceffity  of  this  facrament  than  of  the  other,  notwith- 
ftaiiding  of  all  our  endeavours  to  maintain  the  credit  of 
the  other  more  than  this  ;  which  may  teach  us,  that  we 
ought  (till  to  go  on  in  the  way  of  our  duty,  and  Icate 
it  to  God  to  fee  to  the  credit  of  his  own  inftitutions. 

3^/)?,  It  is  not  {^  rnuch  becaufe  of  the  frequent  admi- 
niftratioii  of  baptifm,  that  people  do  (light  it,  as  becaufe 
they,  not  being  to  partake  of  it  themfelves,  do  common- 
ly apprehend  they  are  no  more  but  fpe&ators  (thou^ 
indeed,  there  is  much  more  incumbent  on  them :)  But 

were 
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ire  they  bound  to  partake  frequently  of  this  facta- 
2iit,  as  of  the  Lord's  fupper,  and  that  under  the  pain 
Chrift*s  higheft  difpieafure,  if  they  either  did  ncglea 
,  or  perform  it  flightly ;  all  fober  people  would  reckon 
letnfelves  obliged  to  attend  it  when  they  had  the  <jp- 
3rtunity  of  doing  it^  and  that  with  fome  awe  and  fear 

O^w  IV.  There  is  more  flightnefs  and  formality  amongft 
be  communicants  in  thofe  churches  where  the  Lord's 
oppcr  is  frequently  difpenfcd,  than  where  it  is  feld6m. 

Anf.  ij^.  This  is  not  generally  true  -,  for  as  there  may 
>e  much  flightnefs  and  formality  in  fome  places  wheh: 
t  is  but  feldom  difpenfed,  fo  there  is  much  devotion 
ind  ferioufnefs  in  other  places  where  it  is  frequently 
tdminiftred. 

lily^  The  peoples  flightnefs  in  receiving  may  proceed 
'Cry  much  from  the  pafl:or's  flightnefs  in  adminiftratin^. 
IVcre  due  pains  taken  to  keep  bick  the  unworthy,  to 
nform  people  of  the  greatnefs  of  the  work,  to  warn 
hem  of  the  danger  of  unworthy  receiving  ;  to  obferve 
aft,  preparation  and  thankfgiving  days ;  to  chufe  fuit- 
ible  texts,  preach  awakening  doSrinc,  make  particular 
ippHcation,  and  to  fence  the  Lord's  table  with  awful 
blcmnity :  Perhaps  there  would  not  be  fuch  flightnefs 
itnongft  the  people  in  receiving. 

OhjeEl.  V.  It  will  not  be  eafy  to  get  different  texts  and 
ttbjcdis  fuitable  to  fuch  frequent  communions. 

Anf.  A  crucified  Jcfus  is  a  fubje£t  mod  fuitable,  and 
'ne  fo  large  and  copious  as  cannot  be  exhaufted.  The 
kpoftlc,  while  he  preached  at  Corinth,  determined  to 
JK)w  nothing  among  that  people,  "  but  Chrift  and  him 
Tttcified,"  I  Cor.  ii.  2.  He  refolved  to  make  this  the 
;reat  and  conftant  fubjedt  of  his  fermons  ;  and  can  a-  ' 
ly  think  it  too  much  to  preach  upon  this  theme,  twice, 
irice,  or  four  times  a  year  ? 

Certainly  a  crucified  Jcfus  is  the  fpring  and  fcope, 
le  matter  and  end,  of  all  gofpel  preaching.  Every 
ung  we  fay  is  reducible  to  him  \  and  the  defign  of  all 
■to  exalt  him,  who  is  the  great  founder  of  our  reli- 
on,  and  the  foundation  of  all  our  hopes :  When  we 
iort  irom  fins  and  viccs^  we  do  it  main\^  bec^iufexJcv^^ 
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were  the  caufe  of  Cbrift's  rufefingi,  aod  ifk  t0p4# 
crucsfjr  bim  afreih  :  When  we.  exhort  to  dntji  we  4KJt. 
cBxefiy  from  this  topic»  fhat  we  flueukl  lire  tb  hiAtik^ 
died  for  us  i  and  that  the  Icwe  of  Gfaiift  (hmU  cfdbnp 
us  to  follow  his  pattern*  and  Acj  hia  precepts*    W^', 
preft  duties  as  a  neceflacy  fruit  of  faitih  jxt.  Cfarift».  '9d\ 
of  love  to  him ;  and  we  teach,  that  they  are  oeij  t^w 
performed  by  his  ftrength,  and  accepted  through  bii 
merits.    Nay,  Chrift  crucified  is  the  (copea^'fob> 
fiance  of  the  whole  bible;  ''  for  tohimgiiBtallliie 
prophets  witnefs/'  A€t%  x,  43.         .        .  vf  . 

A  crucified  Chrift  is  a  fubjed  fo  pleaiant  and  AifeiV 
tile^  that  we  cannot  be  ftraitned  to  preach  4irc]iUy>dHIB^  ^ 
upon  many  times  a  year,  if  we  take  a  Tiew  of  dbdEf'Alagv.i 
in  htm,  viz.  the  infinite  dignity  and  gk>ry  of  btappetef . 
the  perfedions  of  God  that  (bine  in  him  ;  the  pMMft^ 
and  greatnefs  of  his  love;  his  eternal  undertakiagiUr! 
glorious   furetifhip;   his   wonderful  uotcuintiaB  ^^^  ttk^ 
threefold  office ;  fignificant  metaphors  and^ypct  WW\ 
by  Chrift  and  his  benefits  are  reprefented'^  msmattiMl 
fUreet  relations  to  his  people ;  his  mediatory  fiil&ei!i;'liik 
deep  humiliation ;  his  innocent  life  ;  his  holy  ex8iQ|iei 
his  heavenly  do^lrine ;  his  Unparalleled  fumrings ;  ik 
meritorious  death ;  his  viAorious  refurre6Hpn ;.  hh  to*^ 
umphant  afcenfion;  his  prevalent  interceffion i  his  fj^  : 
rtouu  coming  again  :  The  excellency  of  Uiat  c^fCMt-  { 
he  hath  confirmed ;  the  fufficiency  of  the  facrifice  hebaA': 
offered ;  the  neceffity  and  completenefs  of  the  rigl^lw^ 
nefs  he  hath  wrougnt ;  (he  icgnumerable  benefitted )i> 
death  \  the  unfearchable  riches  of  hisgraceshisexceodifll 
great  and  precious  promifes  *,  the  incomparabjlfl  vtrtill.9 
his  blood ;  our  union  with  him  by  futh ;  our  adopiiM " 
by  relation  to  him ;  our  juftification  by  his  mesit  |  Of, 
fandlfication  by  his  fpirit ;  our  fighting  and  ccx^qncnC 
under  his  banner;  our  protection  under  his  fluAviff 
our  bearing  burdens  by  his  grace ;  our  performing  d^ 
ties  by  his  ftrength ;  our  holy  walk  in  obedience  toilj^ 
injunflions ;  the  thankfuinefs  we  owe. to  h^m  xa  botft 
and  life ;  and  the  fweet  communion  bdierecalufisiriih 
him  in  duties  and  ordinances.    Yeaf  we  have  Ui|0R# 
unfpeakable,  grace  and  glorf»  peac^^aigui  pardon^  \^pk 
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toA.  life,  ftrewlh  and  growth,  riches  and  wifdom^  joy 
ind  hope,  pctrcverance  in  gracCj  comfort  in  affli^ion, 
0ODdo&  in  iifey  through- bearing  at  death,  refurt«£tbn 
fifom  tiie  grave,  abfolution  at  the  tribunal,  happinef^ 
lUroQgh  eternity^  arid  ail  things  coming  to  us  with  and 
by  a  crucified  Jcfus.  So  that  in  this  noble  fubjc£t  there 
B  i  pierpetual  plenty  and  variety  of  fuitable  matter  for 
iKaramental  occafions. 

X)ljeB.  VI.  To  adminifter  the  Lord's  Supper  fo  fre- 
diemly  would  occafion  very  much  labour  and  toil  to    . 
m  adoliniftrators. 

Jtrf.  \ft*  Did  we  difpenfe  this  facrament  more  fre- 
^^tty,  probably  the  labour  and  toil  would  be  leflened  ; 
iw  might  come  to  find  our  people  habitually  in  a  better 
cafe  for  that  folemn  ordinance  than  at  prefent  generally 
^Ky  are ;  So  that  Icfs  pains,  in  exciting,  inftruding  and  / 
|tq>armg  them  for  itj  might  be  more  fuccefsful  than 
ftcater  is  now. 

:  7Jlp  We  have  no  caufe  to  diftrufl:  our  faithful  and 
lind  Lord,  who  doth  not  fail  to  give  ftrength  and  fur- 
uitttlre  to  his  fervants  as  their  needs  require,  according 
t»i&»  gracious  promife,  Deut.  xxxiii.  25.  <•  As  thy  days 
fk&aff  thy  ftrength  be."  We  have  experience  hitherto 
«f:iiis  pitying  our  weaknefs,  fupplying  our  wantsj  and 
Ifdping  as  in  time  of  need  t  So  that  we  may  aifure  our- 
fetves  that  he  will  fend  none  to  warfare  upon  theit  own 
dfiirges* 

3<//)f,  If  we  put  the  glory  of  our  mafter,  the  advant- 
<bge  of  our  people,  and  the  increafe  of  our  reward,  in 
lie  balance  with  our  labour  ;  1  hope  we  will  not  think 
it  deierveth  once  to  be  mentioned.  Though  we  had 
mi  more  to  eiped,  it  is  a  great  reward  in  itfelf,  to  be 
honoured,  to  brinjg  glory  to  our  Redeemer,  and  to  ad- 
fcncc  the  falyation  of  immortal  fouls  :  And  feeing  the 
(eafon  of  our  capacity  for  either  is  fo  very  ftiort,  with 
iriiat  chearfulnefs  (hould  we  beftir  ourfelves  to  ply  that 
biefled  work  ?  What  a  pleafure  would  it  be  to  fee  Chrift 
ifl  efteem,  fin  in  difgrace,  the  world  in  contempt,  and 
rtHgion  in  profperity  amongft  men  ?  Well,  then,Jwould 
wz  tontrihixte  thereto  in  our  ftation  *,  would  we  have 
I  lively  remembrance  of  God^  and  Chrift)  and  l\e^.N^t\^ 
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kept  «p  in  tlie  world ;  woiitd  we  hlrfr«oittp€0^  ddiUf 
a^d  cocftantly  to  brar  in  mind  th<r  ctihof  fiitv- thcrpiiN 
croufnefsof  ivnmott^l  fouls«  the  tore  cKf  Ood'^  itt# 
kind-finners,  the  de^thandftifrtTingHof  the-feb^of Oi(f 
in  our  room  >---Lct  hs  frcqaentlf  admimiUr';^>i»i4l' 
fupper  tn  our  congre^tions*  '     '■'  ^r*  ^  V  '^4 ' 

'  Would  we  help  the  carlefsncfis  ctxmtpetfiofk'pAtd^. 
and  the  weaknefs  of  their  memories^  .VHHiVk*me>ffik. 
our  hearers  a  compendious  and  afie^iing-  ^hiHtw^ 
Chriilian  religion ;  would  we  bring  dtem  toKilAs  fm 
add  lading  imprefiions  of  its  truths  and   d6QmM^^\: 
know  no  more  ef}iE;<3ual  me^ns/or  it :   For^  ,ittC]^- fP^  ^ 
kmn  ordmancfy  we  have  man's  fall  and  diftafericgltt^ 
with  his  recovery  and  temedyi  iet  forth* to- tkt-li£i^«Bib, 
that  in  (iich  a  way  as  makes  impreffion  on  the  >OiithRW 
icnies,  fo  that  fhe  eye  may  zSc&  the  hcatt.^' ■    .  •'"•  ^ji^^ 

-Would  we  have  fin  and  vice  kept  vxrttar  conftiatiiV^; 
faukes  among  our  people,  let  us  keep  tbeiirtsyet^aMiytl 
fixed  npon  the  bleeding  wounds  of  a  ctMScd  ffiUk. 
Would  we  have  them  carefully  to  mai<itail»'  fahwy4f( 
ligion,  fecret  duties,  ^nd  a  holy  tender, walk ylcfc*' 
condrain  them  to  it,  by  the  love  of  a  dying  JcftnTMffl^ 
quently  fet  before  their  eyes  in  this  ordinandi*"  1UI| 
through  the  divine  bleffing,   would  be  an   excdlcBt: 
means  and  help  to  carry  about  with  us  alwsvys  tk^')lf* 
ing  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  to  make  the  pfint'OfJ^^i 
wounds  deep  and  Jafting  on  our  hearts.  - .     V"^ 

If  we  duly  ponder  thefe  fhings,  I  hope  it  wUlappM' 
tliat  the  advantage  of  the  frequent  celebrattoid  of  tlfij 
Lord's  fupper  will  abundantly  recompenfeourfitnalllPi' 
and  pains*  '  V  *•'■ 

OBJeH.  VII.  The  unworthinefs  of  the  pef^Ieisagtv^r 
difcouragement  to  the  frequent  celebration  of  theLDvA 
fupper  amongft  them :  We  have  but  few  that  w  in  V 
ny  meafure  fit  to  be  admitted  to  it.  -  '    , 

y^f?/.  ijlf  If  this  reafon  were  valid,  it  wbnld  candtHb 
as  ftrongly  againO:  the  difpenfing  of  this  ordinance  ft 
all,  as  againft  the  frequency  of  it ;  And  we  know^'  JA 
argument  th^t  would  prove  too  much  proves  nethbg/:  li 

2d/yt  1  know  many  are  unworthy,  but  al(  igte  ii0t> 
like  i  and  the  unfitnefs  of  many  cannot  excafe  tn  frofli 
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Ibdminiftratipg  to  thofe  that  are  in  fome  meafure  fit.  As 
It  is  a  fin  for  parents  to  keep  back  from  their  children 
ibcir  due  and  neceffary  food,  becaufeof  fome unworthjf 
perfons  that  are  in  the  family  :  So  it  is  a  fm  to  withold 
ike  foul*nouri(hing  meal  from  thofe  of  their  people  that 
have  a  right  to  it :  For,  though  not  a  few  do  (light  and 
iibufe  it,  yet  there  are  others  hungry  and  needful  of  it  t 
And  thefe  ought  not  to  be  denied  the  advantage  of  fre- 
ipeot  partaking,  for  the  fault  of  their  neighbours. 

It  is  the  faying  of  one,  That  we  find  fault  upon  good 
^und  with  the  Papiils  for  denying  one  of  the  elements 
to  the  people  ;  And  how  can  we  juftify  thofe  that  deny 
))oth  elements  to  their  people,  at  leaft  for  a  long  time  r 
'  3^^,  Though  the  number  of  our  communicants  be 
finall,  that  {hould  not  dlfcourage  us  from  our  duty ; 
for  the  divine  bleffing  is  not  tyed  to  numbers.  God 
did  Own  the  inftitution  of  the  paflbver,  tho'  there  were 
but  few  that  eat  it  together  \  and  our  blefled  Saviout 
luid  but  a  fmali  number  that  did  partake  with  him  at 
tbe  firft  communion :  But,  for  our  encouragement  in 
Ibat  cafe,  he  gracioufly  promifeth,  that,  *•  where  two 
or  three  are  met  together  in  his  name^  he  willowxi 
tbem  with  his  prefence  and  blefling." 

*  (AjeB.  VIII.  To  adminiftrate  this  facrament  fo  ffd^ 
fluently  as  before  mentioned,  would  require  confiderabld 
tapcnces  to  furnifli  communion-elements,  and  other<> 
Irife ;  and  we  have  no  futHcient  fund  for  that  charge^ 
*  Anf.  ift^  Tho*  we  ftiould  be  put  to  more  charge  this 
^y  than  formerly,  I  hope  no  faithful  miniiler  sviil  fay, 
Aat  this  confideration  ihould  be  laid  in  balance  with 
ftc  glory  of  God,  and  gocd  of  fouls  ;  we  (hould  all  be 
filing  to  fpend  and  be  fpent  for  Chrift :  And  what- 
*<tr  we  expend  of  our  private  good  this  Way,  is  furely 
fcnt  to  the  Lord,  who  will  repay  it. 

idlyy  The  law  provides  a  fund  in  every  pariih  for 
«zch  expences  ;  and,  where  it  is  not  fettled^  our  judges 
9re  very  favourable  to  the  church,  and  give  a  liberal  ail* 
blMTance  to  fuch  minifters  as  do  apply  tor  it :  And,  no 
doubt,  if  the  facrament  were  more  frequently  celetMrat- 
id,  they  would  not  grudge  to  augment  the  fund,  when 
th  not  fufficient. 

Voia.  L  Tt  ^dl3, 
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2^yt  If  a  fufficient  fund  caiinot  be  hid  ddieri 
let  coUedions  be  made  in  parilhes  for  defrajing 
chaf]ge,  as  Eulebius  trlls  U6  was  done  by  die  prim! 
Chriftians  in  this  cafe :  and  furelj  there  is  no  ha 
hearted  Chriftian  or  ootiimunicant  but  would  eohtrU 
liborallT  for  that  cScSt^  rather  than  the  Lord's  m 
fiioold  oe  hindered. 

Lq/lfft  We  may  fee,  from  the  old  a£ls  of  Aflem 
that  the  General  Aflembly  1638  had  this  very  olg 
tton  under  their  conCderation,  and  declareth,  that 
charges  (hould  rather  be  paid  out  of  that  day's  cot 
doUft  than  that  the  congregation  want  the  more  freqs 
ufe  €){  the  facrament.  But  I  hope  the  General  AM 
bCes  of  this  church  will  in  due  time  take  this  and  ot 
objeAions  under  further  confideration,  provide  efifed 
smfwers  and  remedies  thereunto  %  Co  that  this  folemn 
dinance  (ball  be  more  frequently  celebrated  amongfl 
dian  it  is  at  preient :  And  I  wilh  all  may  pray  fenrc 
lyi  that,  together  with  the  forefliid  laudable  pni£i' 
fomething  of  the  warm  love  and  zeal  of  the  and 
Oiriftians  may  be  happily  revived  in  our  land. 

Before  I  conclude  this  preface,  there  is  another  th 
I  would  advertiie  the  reader,  that  in  the  following  ti 
tife  I  have  endeavoured  to  keep  by  the  form  of  foi 
words  in  ufe  amongft  us,  avoiding  both  the  eitrei 
of  Antinomianifm  and  Legalifm,  feeing  the  princij 
of  tliis  church  do  guide  us. equally  to  evite  both  the  1 
and  the  other.  And  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  tk 
is  nor  eafy  to  (hun  thefe  extremes ;  for  people  C( 
monly^  when  their  zeal  is  excited  againft  one  extrei 
arc  in  great  hazard  of  Aiding  infenHbiy  into  the  otl 
according  to  the  old  proverb,  Dam  vitutU  JiuJti  v'ttia 
cpntrdna  currunt.  And  indeed,  not  only  fools, 
feme  of  the  greateft  and  wijfeft  of  men,  have  err« 
this  refpcft :  It  was  Mr  Baxter's  zeal  and  great  ke 
ncfs  againft  Antinomianifm,  that  drove  him  to  fc 
ra(h  and  dangerous  adertiohs  on  the  other  fide,  i 
this  (hould  be  a  warning  to  us,  always  to  take  hee< 
ourfelves,  and  be  careful  to  guard  on  all  fides  ;  for 
are  (till  in  hazard  this  way,  and  efpecially  when  tbi 
come  to  warm  difputations  with  us. 


It  is  poffible  that  fome  who  preach  the  gofpel,  m^y 
^k  cmt  fome  of  the  glorious  tmths  thereof  \  facb  au^ 
*  The  freedom  of  grace  in  the  falvation  of  Gnnersy  oor 
nftification  by  the  rtghteoufnefs  of  Jefus  Chrift,  aa  oar 
Strety,  the  excellency  of  faith  in  Chrtft,  the  privileges 
A  the  covenant,  and  bteflings  of  Chrift'is  purchafe,  and 
jiny  make  thefc  truths  almoft  the  only  fubje£l  rf  tficir 
preaching  \  and  yet  perhaps  manage  them  io  unhappily^ 
aft  not  to  lead  pec^fe  to  ftudy  regeneration  of  hean> 
holine(s  of  life,  abhorrence  of  (in,  tendeniefs  of  walk, 
add  the  confclentious  pra£lice  of  all  commanded  duties. 
hA  lurcly  in  this  way  of  doing  they  in  a  great  meafure 
Qifs  the  defign  of  our  Saviour's  incarnation,  and  the 
tod  of  the  doSrine  of  grace,  which  is,  •*  to  dbftroy  thp 
vork^  of  the  devil,  and  to  teach  men  to  live  foberly^ 
lighteoufly,  and  godly  in  this  prefent  world." 
V  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  as  poffible  that  others  may 
infift  very  much  in  enforcing  morality,  and  make  very 
Ibc  rational  harangues  <^  its  excellency  j  and  yet  maki;: 
Ittlcufc  of  gofpel- motives  to^prefs  it,  and  be  at  little 
pans  to  (hew  the  gofpel-principles  from*  witence  it  muft 
Jffoceed.  Likewife  they  may  preach  much  againft  vice 
tod  immorality,  and  warn  people  of  the  evil  of  it ;  and 
yet  take  up  but  little  time  to  teach  them  concerning  the 
^oot  and  fpring  of  vice,  (viz.  our  fall  in  Adam,  and 
&e  corruption  of  our  natures)  and  the  necei&y  of  ap 
Ward  change  by  a  work  of  regeneration,  for  healing 
of  the  inward  difeafe  and  plague  of  the  heart.  AUo 
.they  may  prefs  holy  duties  very  much,  aud  yet  make 
little  mention  of  the  true  fountain  and  four.ce  of  hoU- 
Ocfs,  (viz.  our  union  with  Chrift  by  faith,  and  the  re- 
newing of  the  Holy  Ghoft,)  and  fpeak  little  of  the  ne- 
ccflity  of  Chrift^s  blood  to  wafh  our  performances. 
Now  both  thefc  extremes,  in  the  way  of  preaching,  arc 
e^ally  to  be  avoided. 

It  is  a  prevailing  conceit  among  many,  that  there  is 
no  more  requifite  to  make  a  man  a  Chriftian  than  mo* 
rality,  or  a  blamelefs  walk  before  men.  Morality  in- 
deed is  a  very  comely  thing,  and  moft  neceflary  both 
to  beautify  and  preferve  human  focieties  \  and  there- 
fore it  is  to  be  wiOied  there  were  much  more  of  it  i;i 
Tt  ^ 


\ 


-deface. 

.cr  there  is ;  and  every  preacher  of 

'oiigly  to  recommend  the  pracUce 

>  certain  that  morality  is  not  foffi- 

,     .  'lan  a  Chriftian,  feeing  it  hath  bcei 

.   ^ii9,  and  thofe  that  vere  ignorant  o( 

>.    v  jy  of  falvation  through  faith  in  him. 

■•'.(iced  doth  enforce  moraRty  and  moral 

.c  it  rouge  (I  motives  and  arguments  \  but|»ii 

tiic,  \i  teacheth  us  that  thefe  virtues  areD^ 

..^  t^ctpcable  to  God,  until  they  be  the  fruit 

*t  .:'i'>  operation,  and  fpring  from  their  proper 

.  >,    liiii  in  Chrlft,  and  love  to  him  :  lliey  muft 

si-   n  Chrill  as  their  root,  have  a  new  principle 

w%.  :  lIic'Ui,  and  a  new  end  to  direfb  them,  before 

.  .  .-.uw>  can  commence  Chridian  graces.    Uoifr 

.  ....    ticiality  will  never  pleafe  God  :    Let  men  ad- 

.      ■  ;»,.%ci  l"o  far,  yet,  till  the  heart  be  renewed,  it 

.1  ou:  :<aiure  at  bell  \  and  the  fruit  is  always  four 

.  ,..  \%c  HOC  upon  the  joot  Chrift  :    It  can  never  be 

.  >.v  ui::o  Ood,  while  Chrift's  ftrength  and  Spi- 

.    .^  ^   OLi^^hr  anJ.  employed  in  it,  nor  his  rightcont 

-J    .•  .V  wr  ir.     So  that  there  is  a  great  ciSerencebe- 

\.  .i.^'i.iiiiv  and  p.'^i'pcl-holinef?. 

V     .:-;  wxj^Vs  then,  though   he  prcfcfs  hlmfclf  a 

■.     •..i.i,  \vt  he  r^u'lv  is  net  fo,  if  he  lives  net  as  one 

.    v^.v>  w\  a:\l  leccives  daily  ir.nuer.ces  frcm  Chrift S 

^    •^:a  -v;  Ch!..:  it-iH  in  his  urc*cr:ak"::^>,  duiiesand 

wv*;iv:m  -t-  Sc  r.o:  I'ayir.j:,    •*  Hew  err.pry  and  vain 

..    .  \  .  i...x>  w::Vu:  Chrii:  !  Yea,  thcusih  I  couU 

. ..;  .0  -I  ;.ch,  I  iK'u'.i  re  uiterly  left  sivi  undoncj 

.  ^*,.^    .o:  u*T  Chr.-.:  r-'v  i\:r;:v.  ar.c  his  rightcout 

Id's   -::c  cur^,  .ha:  I  may  be 
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^^:vS.  a  5:.v.-.  rrarv  vcrrs  .-Cv"*  r-arifiiiec-mui 
. .:  A  ' :•  ••  .":':■  .a:* .: .*• .  ; :* .*.  .■: .  c: :  r ;■<  which  ucrn* 
. > .1 :  V. .. »  A r .:  .*- :  r "  v  : :  is  : r  j :an:bcr.:  upon 
u.'*  :.»  N*  :rj>  J*.-  :.<;  ^r;,  :>i:  :he  cblig*" 
"•.:  :  :*  >  :.^  ""^.^  •.->  i- :  i^:«.  v  rri?,  and  iC 
.'  .■•-  ^?,  N,^  ,-:  :.  r  ^' :.  :_.•  .":,vr.a  tahlf 
•  h;  -\  '  .>-  ;.  '.  V.  ;:'i;ji-j  TT  :hc  p:?ichtrj 
->  .   -  •;•    •■c     ".;,,'«>  7'r:;a:   jf  cxi:tin{ 
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ice  grace ;  feeing  free  grace  and  ftri£t  holin^fsdo  nobly 
sQDfift  together. 

""Again,  on  the  other  hand,  it  (hould  equaUy  be  the 
Imrch's  concern  to  labour  to  prevent  the  fpreading  of 
bcgalifm,  or  the  preaching  of  morality  and  the  prac-  . 
ace  of  duties  in  a  legal  drain  ;  that  is,  in  a  way  tending 
jir  the  n^le£t  of  Chrift  and  his  rightcoufnefs,  or  to  the 
iil|iaragement  of  the  dcdrine  of  free  grace.  It  was 
Aie  flagrant  Reports  of  the  abounding  of  that  fort  of 
flBoral  preaching,  efpecially  among  younger  clergymen, 
ti^  occaiioned  the  bringjing  in  an  overture  to  the  Ge- 
)lttd  Affembly  1726,  for  an  aft  to  difcourage  the  fame, 
al^  to  direft  to  the  right  method  of  preaching  Chrift, 
ind  how  to  preach  morality  in  an  evanjjelical  ftrain. 
lot|  though  endeavours  were  ufed  by  fcverals  to  get 
dM  overture  turned  into  an  aft,  it  was  hindered  by 
Iwac  leading  men,  left  it  (hould  reflcft  upon  the  cha- 
ii&rs  of  fome  preachers  to  whom  they  had  refpeft^ 
:fa  that  an  aft  of  this  kind  could  never  be  got  brought 
W%  bearing  until  the  Aflembly  1736  :  And  then  thofc 
wio  were  moft  zealous  to  promote  the  aft,  in  order  to 
Ipt  It  the  more  unanimoufly  agreed  to,  were  fain  to 
tejp  out  of  its  preamble  the  true  caufe  of  making  it, 
tamely,  the  abounding  of  legal  preaching  in  the  land, 
Or«f  a  wrong  ftrain  of  preaching  the  gofpel.  But, 
'Pbtwithftanding  of  this,  the  aft  itfelf  is  of  excellent 
tfe,  if  duly  regarded  and  put  in  execution  ;  and  with- 

£this  the  beft  afts  in  the  world  (ignify  nothing.  O 
I  could  perfuade  all  nlinifters  and  preachers  of  the 
eipcl  to  cpnfider  and  obfervc  the  forefaid  aft  I  It  would 
cly  fare  the  better,  both  with  themfelves  and  their 
fcarcra :  And,  if  no  more  may  be  done  for  that  pur- 
pofc,  let  me  at  leaft  ufe  fome  means  to  get  the  aft  made 
•aown  to  them,  by  tranfcribing  it  in  this  place. 

VII.  Aft  concerning  Preaching. 
Edinburgh^  May  21.  1736.  Sejf.  8. 

"The  General  Affembly,  being  moved  with  zeal 
fcr  the  honour  of  God  and  our  Lord  Jcfus  Chrift,  c- 
IfCcially  at  a  time  when  the  Chriftian  rcvclatiAn  is 

o^ev\\^ 
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#pci)iT  Inpucinfd,  and  infiddity,  deifm,  and  otiic 
Tors  iio  To  tfuwh  pTcvail :  They  do  hrreby  recomp 
n>  Jii  n'ip.illcr»  and  preuhers,  ferioafly  to  conGddr 
o-.'f.rve  the  directory  of  this  church  concerning 
prcAcSing  of  the  word,  which  is  approyen  by  the 
\\c%^\  Ati&mhiy  1645  :  And,  in  particular^  that  the; 
CAT.  :^l  to  warn  cheii  hearers  againft  any  thing  tem 
to  Arhiifiii,  Dcif:n,  Arianifm,  Socinianifm^  Ai 
fii.inii'in.  rK)uri^nianirni,  Popery,  Superitition,  A 
\\ott\\jk\\\i\ct^  or  ;uiy  otlier  errors.  And  that,  in  t 
fcrjntKij,  thcT  in  fill  frequently  upon  the  truth, 
ccilKv  And  rxjeikncy  of  fupcrnaturat  revelation^ 
fu{>rc;nf  Doitv  of  the  Son  and  Holy  Ghoflr»  as  ' 
IS  cf  the  Father;  together  ¥rith  the  Onenefs  rf 
C»oiUicad»  our  iinful  and  loft  eftate  by  naturet  ^ 
crdUv  of  fupcriiatural  grace,  and  of  faidi  in  the  r 
tfv>u:":ict's  ot  Chrift,  without  which  the  bcil  w 
c-aonot  ple^fe  God  :  And  that  tliey  make  it  the  g 
K'oixr  ot  their  Urnions*  to  lead  Tinners  from  ^  c( 
iM;:£  of  works  to  a  covenant  of  grace  for  life  and 
%,;t;otu  and  from  il:i  zx\A  felf  to  precious  Chrift*  i 
ii\o  Itc'ctcr^l  A»<r:nl>!y  recommends  to  all  who  pre 
riitf  i:<'4v!«  when  they  handle  the  doclruies  of  God'i 
d«emir^  Io\c,  and  of  his  free  grace  in  the  juftifical 
^vA  (alvation  of  finner^,  the  bicflings  of  the  Redeem 
^n«v'!;awr  ar.d  privileges  of  the  new  and  better  a 
w  i;u\  f  J  rtui*y  to  manage  thefe  fubjecls,  fo  as  to  1 
jiiriv  hvarcTi  unto  an  abhorrence  of  fin,  the  love  of  ( 
aiul  oiu  nci^hbi^urs,  and  tha  practice  of  univerfal  1 
ncio  \  fixinii  it  i*  one  great  end  of  the  gofpd,  to  defl 
I  he  works  of  the  devil,  and  to  teach  men  to  live  fol 
ly,  r't^hiek>uliy  and  godly  in  this  prefent  world.  U; 
which  acc;HiHt,  it  i>  incumbent  on  all  who  preach 
gol\vU  to  infvll  lu^t  only  upon  the  necelEty  and  ex 
len.y  if  faith  i:i  Jcfus  Cr.rift  for  falvation,.  but  alfo 
on  tiie  nccelTity  of  rcpcnrance  for  fin,  and  reformat 
frvMn  it  ;  and  to  profs  the  practice  of  all  moral  dul 
both  wuh  rcipeil  to  die  finl  and  fecond  table  of 
law,  as  invlifpenfibly  pecetrary,  in  obedience  to  Q 
c.Mn*vand«  to  tcftify  our  gratitude  to  him,  to  evide 
;2'.c  fuicenty  of  our  faitli^  and  for  the  benefit  of 
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^istL  loatty,  tlic  adorning  chc  profcflion  of  religion,  ahd 
ulung  us  meet  for  eternal  life,  feeing  without  holinefs 
o  !mati  ^an  fee  the  Lord. 

*  **  And  the  Affembly  do  ferionfly  recommend  to  all 
^ilifters  ^nd  preachers  of  the  gofpel,  that  in  prei&ng 
oofai  d&tie&»  or  obedience  to  the  law,  they  (hew  die|mb- 
iktt  and  excellency  of  gofpel-holinefs,  and  enforce  con* 
pt|hity  to  the  moral  law^  both  in  heart  and  life,  not 
iMki  ^nciples  of  reafon  only,  but  alfo  and  more  efpe- 
^y  <A  revelation.  And,  in  order  to  attain  thereto^ 
IC]  is  neceflary  to  (hew  men  the  cottaptton  and  depra- 
iuty  <^  human  nature  by  their  fall  in  Adam,  and  their 
licutal  impotente  for,  and  averfion  to,  what  15  fpiritual- 
')  S9^>  ^°^  ^^  '^^^  i}^tm  to  the  true  and  only  fource 
JK  all  grace  and  holinefs^  viz  union  with  Chrift,  by  the 
pWy  Spirit's  working  faith  in  us,  and  renewing  us  more 
ttd  more  after  the  imaf^e  of  God:  And  to  let  their 
miirets  know,  that  they  muft  firft  be  grafted  into  Chrift 
^  their  root,  hefore  their  fruit  can  be  faroury  tint* 
$04 1  that  they  muft  have  a  new  principle  tp  animate^ 
IHi  a  new  end  to  diredi  them,  before  their  ailicwis  be- 
*Wkc  gratious  and  acceptubfe  in  the  fight  of  God :  An4 
&il  they  teach  them  the  neceffity  of  living  by  faith  ot^ 
Ae  Son  of  God,  in  a  conftant  looking  to  and  depend- 
tttd  upon  him  as  the  great  Author  of  all  gracious  in- 
fecAccs,  for  the  performance  of  every  duty :  And  with- ' 
iJi  that  after  their  beft  performances  and  attainments, 
|l^y  muft  count  them  but  lofs  and  dung  in  point  of 
ioftification  before  God;  and  to  make  it  Aeir great 4e- 
fe  Only  to  be  found  in  Chrift  and  his  rightcoufnds. 
And  that  minifters,  in  the  application  of  their  fermons, 
H<^  endeavour  rightly  to  divide  the  word  of  truth,  ^cak- 
iflg  diftinftly  to  fuch  various  cafes  of  the  converted  and 
Unconverted,  as  arife  natively  from  the  fubjects  they  have 
^6n  handling ;  and  that,  in  the  whole  of  their  difcourfes^ 
Acy  take  care  to  fuit  themfclyes  to  the  capacity  of  their 
^carers,  as  to  matter^  method,  and  expreffion ;  and  to 
Ic  prevailing  fins  of  the  time  and  place,  with  all  pru- 
SjJiIt  and  zealous  freedom  and  plainnefs :  As  alfo,  that 
they  make  gofpel-fubjeets  their  main  theme  and  ftudy, 
tod  prefs  with  all  eatneftnefs  the  practice  of  moral  du- 
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ties  in  a  gofpel- manner :  And  that  they  forbear 
vering  any  thing  in  public,  that  may  tend  more  1 
mufement  than  edification;  and  beware  of  brinj 
into  their  fermons  and  public  difcourfes,  matter 
doubtful  difputation,  which  tend  to  gender  (Irife  ra 
than  to  promote  the  edification  of  Chriftians.  4 
the  Aflembly  exhort  all  to  (tudy  to  maintaiti  the  anit 
the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace. 

**  And,  finally,  the  General  Aflembly  recommend 
all  profeflbrs  of  divinity,  to  ufe  their  beft  endearoar 
have  the  ftudents  under  their  care  well  acquainted  \ 
the  true  method  of  preaching  the  gofpel,  as  above 
reflcd  :  And  that  prefbyteries,  at  their  privy  ccnfu 
enquire  concerning  the  ohfervation  of  this  a£t.^ 

Now,  blefled  be  the  Lord  that  there  is  fuch  a  pn 
a£l  in  record,  as  a  (landing  witjiefs  for  Chrift  in 
midil  of  ^11  our  backflidings  and  defeflions  !  May  ( 
put  it  in  the  hearts  of  all  who  preach  the  gofpel  amt 
us,  to  obferve  the  diredions  of  it ;  that  die  fcope : 
tendency  of  their  fermons  may  ftill  be  to  exalt  Chi 
and  raife  him  above  all  in  the  bufinefs  of  our  falvatic 
to  prefs  the  do6trine  of  regeneration  and  the  newbir 
to  preach  up  juftification  by  Chrift's  righteoufnefs 
lone,  apprehended  by  faith,  and  the  neceffity  of  the 
•  ward  operations  of  the  holy  Spirit,  which  Qhrift  h 
purchafed  and  promifed  for  working  that  faith  in 
and  for  bringing  about  the  gracious  change  of  the  n 
birth,  and  carrying  on  a  work  of  fan£lification  in 
and  for  enabling  us  to  live  the  fpiritual  life  !  This  be 
the  fcope  of  the  aft,  happy  were  it  for  the  land  il 
were  alfo  the  main  fcope  of  our  fermons.  But,  ai 
all,  if  profeflbrs  of  divinity  do  not  their  part  in  tn 
ing  up  ftudents  according  to  it,  and  if  prefbyterics 
not  theirs  in  calling  to  account  thofe  who  do  not  1 
ferve  the  aft,  the  church  will  not  reap  much  benefit 
it,  as  I  fear  (he  hath  not  yet  done :  For,  if  {he  h 
•*  what  meaneth  the  bleating  of  the  iheep,"  and  ** 
lowing  of  the  oxen,''  which  we  ftill  hear  ?  What  me 
the  murmuring  of  fcrious  Chriftians  from  fevcral  c 
ners,  for  want  of  the  proper  food  of  their  fouls  ?  W 

xn< 


Preface.  311 

thQComtnued  complaints  of  the  growth  of  Dt^ifm 
jild  mfideUty'lbroogh  the  land  ?  It  is  a  juft  obfcrve,Tbar» 
flcii.monl  preaching  in  a  Chridlefs  way  doth  much 

SKuiy  it  iMkes  way  for  tlie  ppicreafs  of  Deifm  and  tnfi.> 
y :  F^  whtn  perfons  do  long  hear  moral  fermona^ 
fittle  of  Chrift  in  them,  or  the  peculiar  doArinea 
of  Ckriftianity,  they  are  tempted  to  think  tliere  is  but 
f-dUbrmce  between  them  and  the  difcourfes  of  Se- 
i  and  other  heatlien  moralifts ;  and  therefore,  that 
f>may  be  (afe  enough,  and  win  to  heaven^  without 
ftiamty  at  aU,  and  that  erery  moral  man  is  a  good 
flmigh  Chriftian. 

Oh !  this  is  a  fundamental  defection,  of  moft  heinous 
gvilt;  it  is  a  God-provoking  and  unchurching  e?il» 
yjadi^  all  the  miniftcrs  and  lovers  of  Chrift  (hould  be 
^q^y' conceroed  about :  For  if  we  fuffer  ourfelves  and 
O||bmfo  fell  from  our  regard  and  love  to  glorious  Chrift, 
itel^  CO  exalt  him  in  our  fermons,  and  to  preach  faL- 
mni  ^  fficn  only  through  Chrift'a  furetifhip  and  facri* 
Ml  and  to  tell  the  world,  and  inculcate  it  daily  u« 
(NAfhem^  that  this,  and  this  only,  is  the  vq^^  for  them  to 
dbtain  pardon,  peace,  grace,  glory,  and  every  good  thing; 
IlDiy,  it  we  turn  carelcfs  and  negligent  in  what  fo  near« 
It  concerns  Chrift  s  glory,  and  our  own  ofRce  as  Chri« 
(m.  preachers,  may  he  not  juftly  plead  a  controverfy 
Hkh  our  church,  fmite  us  with  the  moft  awful  Judg* 
Ditats,  fufler  a  flood  of  infidelity,  error  and  profani  j 
to  invade  us,  withdraw  his  fpirit  from  ordinances  and 
jidicatoriest  infatuate  our  k.ou:.fcls  and  condufi,  mingle 
vperverfe  fpiric  in  the  midft  of  us,  and  give  us  up  to  the 
noft  unnatural  divifions  and  mournful  breaches  aniong 
Ottfelves  i  Ah,  how  mucli  is  this  the  cafe  with  us  at 
diii  day  !  And  no  wonder,  feeing  Chnft*s  glory  is  fo 
kittle  minded,  notwithftanding  of  the  forcfaid  excellent 
id  of  AfTembly,  and  many  other  good  ads,  that  are  fad- 
7  negle£ted  this  day  by  minifters  and  preachers  among 
u.  And  how  can  we  expefl;  that  any  individual  man 
bottld  pay  regard  to  them,  and  particularly  to  the  7th 
ft  of  Aflembly  1736,  concerning. preaching,  when  be 
!€s  whole  judicatories  pay  no  reipiti^  to  the  14th  ad  of 
lat  aflfembly  againft  intrufions,  nof  to  the  lotb  aft  of 
Vol.  L  U  tt  KSttohVi 


312  Preface. 

Aflembly  1712,  and  the  9th  z(k  of  Aflemblf  1715,  cm 
cerning  the  ufurpation  of  patronage  upon  the  chnrdi 
and  her  right  of  calling  her  owii  minifters  ;  which  adi 
are  conform  to  other  ancient  a£ls  of  this  churchy  andtt 
our  reformation- principles  declared  in/econd  6ooko/Dtf 
cipline  (fee  chap.  3.  Par,  4.  and  5.  chap*  12.  Par.^i 
and  10.^  and  which  are  fworn  to  in  our  national  Of 
venantj  and  ratified  by  many  ads  both  of  church  and 
(late. 

Now,  how  ftrange  and  furprizing  is  it^  to  fee  men  d& 
liber ately  going  contrary  to  thefe  excellent  a61s  and  deedl 
of  the  church,  both  ancient  and  modern,  (which  are  wd 
founded  upon  the  word  of  God  and  found  reafoft)  by 
drawing  on  the  yoke  of  patronage  upon  the  church  widi- 
out  neceflity,  voluntarily  (Irengthening  the  hands  of  pa- 
trons in  their  fpiritual  tyranny,  and  encouraging  meo 
in  that  vile  church-breaking  and  foul-deftroying  pradioe 
of  accepting  prefentaikm^  (which  no  law  dort  require) 
and  adhering  to  them  in  oppofition  to  the  peopled 
choice  ?  And  yet  this  way  is  continued,  even  after  con- 
viftion,  by  loi^  dear-bought  experience,  of  the  perni- 
cious effetSls  of  it.  I  well  remember  the  time  (yea,  it 
is  not  above  twenty  years  ago)  when  it  was  thought  to 
be  the  univerfal  opinion,  that  accepting  of  prefentations 
was  inconfiftcnt  with  Prefbyterian  principles,  and  Ac 
rights  and  rules  of  this  church,  which  we  are  folemnly 
engaged  to  maintain  by  our  Farmuia  17 11,  arid  other- 
wife  :  At  that  time,  prefentaiton- hunters  among  Prcf- 
byterians  would  have  appeared  as  monfters,  and  their 
fociety  frightful  •,  but  now,  alas !  they  are  become  tame 
and  familiar  creatures  to  us.  It  is  this  woful  pradice^ 
together  with  the  itch  of  pleafing  great  men,  tnat  hatk 
of  late  beep  the  great  fnare  to  draw  in  judicatories  to  go 
crofb  to  our  declared  principles  maintained  in  thischuick 
everfince  the  Reformation,  (which  we  fliould  have  firm- 
ly cleaved  to,  and  never  declined  from  in  any  cafe)  by 
making  inirujions  and  violent  fettlements  in  Chriftiafl 
congregations,  to  the  ruin,  alas !  of  the  glorious  gof- 
pel,  and  of  precious  fouls  therein  :  And  upon  that  ac* 
count  alone,  tho'  we  had  no  afts  nor  declared  principles 
againft  intrufions^  it  is  aftoniOiing  to  think  how  any 
-  ♦  maii> 
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Q(Uin»  that  hath  die  glory  of  his  mailer  and  the  faving 
of  fouls  at  heart,  (hould  ever  concur  in  a  violent  fettlc- 
aneot  that  is  manifeftly  de(lru£live  to  both.     That  is  an 
aur^U  threatening  to  minifters,  Jer.  xxiii.  *'.  Wo  be  un- 
to the  paftors  that  deftroy  and  fcatter  the  fheep  of  my 
paSure,  faith  the  Lord  :"  And  yet,  notwithftanding,  we 
lee  many,  who  go  under  the  charafter  of  wife  men, 
fiill  perfifting  in  that  miferable  infatuation  and  deftruc* 
_tirc  courfe.  driving  multitudes  of  hearty  friends  and 
ferioas  Chriftians  out  of  the  church,  and  never  gaining 
any  to  it  of  thofc  they  intend  to  gratify ;  yet  adling  as 
^(they  were  joined,  in  confpiracy  againd  the  Commons 
tf  Scotland,  and  were  carrying  on  a  plot  to  ftrengthen 
the  feccffion  from  the  church.  But  let  me  tell  thcfe  wife 
isr^tjiren,  if  our  conventions  and  parliaments  had  paid  fo 
litdc  regard  to  the  inclinations  of  the  people  of  Scotland, 
M  our  judicatories  do  now,  we  would  not  have  had  thefe 
jcourts  at  this  day  to  fit  in.     I  (hail  not  inftH:  here  upon 
lius  melancholy  fubjcft,  having  faid  fo  much  on  it  elfc- 
ir^ere :  Only  let  me  add  this  word,  if  leading  men  go 
c«\in  thefe  methods,  though  they  may  enjoy, their eaie, 
power  and  preferments,  for  a  while  \  yet  upon  their 
grave-ftone  it  is  too  likely  it  may  be  written,  **  Here 
irJf  the  men,  who  did  deftroy  the  mod  beautiful  national 
.  d^urch  and  conftitution  that  was  in  the  world.'* 
.   But,  alas  !  we  have  caufe.  not  only  to  lament  our  de- 
parting from  reformation- principles,  and  weakening  the 
'^ftablifliraent,  but  alfo  (hamefiil  defeftion  from  vital 
•and  praSical  religion.     The  power  of  godlinefs  is  at  a 
Tcry  low  ebb  among  us,  and  little  of  God's  fpirit  is  to 
i>c  found  in  our  adminiflrations :  God  is  angry,  and 
tfercatens  tP  caft  us  off.     Ah  !  great  ground  have  we 
to  bewail  our  mournful  cafe,  and  cry  with  the  prophet, 
Under  the  fearful  tokens  of  God's  anger,  Jer.  xiv.  Lam. 
V.  "  Haft  thou  utterly  rejected  Judah  t  Hath  thy. foul 
loathed  Zion  ?  Why  haft  thou  fmitten  us,  and  there  is 
no  healing  for  us  ?   We  looked  for  peace,  and  there  is  no 
fjood  ;  and  for  the  time  of  healing,  and  behold  trouble. 
We  acknowledge,  O  Lord,  our  wickednefs,  and  the 
ioiquity  of V our  fathers  :    For  we.  have  finned  againft 
thee-     Do  not  abhor  us,  for  thy  name's  fake;  do  not 
U  u  2  ilf^T^xce 
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dirgrace  the  throne  of  thy  f;loiy :   Remember,  hgedi 
not  thy  covenant  with  us.    The  anger  of  the  Lori  hull 
divided  ud.    The  crown  hath  failen  from  our  hoidr 
Wo  unto  us  that  we  have  finned.     Wherefore  doft  dm 
forget  U8  for  ever,  forfake  us  fo  long  time  i  Tfun  tlm 
us  unto  thee,  O  Lord>  and  we  Ihall  be  turned :  Uttnr 
our  days  as  of  old."    There  are  inahy  other  paffiigesio 
Jeremiah's  writings  very  fuitable  to  o«r  prefentea&y 
fuch  as  Jer.  xii.  lo.  xi.  ^*  Many  paftors  have^feftrofcd 
my  vineyard,  they  have  trodden  my  portkm  under  mt, 
they  have  made  my  pleafant  portion  a  defokte  wiUn^ 
nefs.    Thev  have  niade  it  defolate,  and,  being  Adbskta^ 
jt  moumetn  unto  me."     WcH,  what  can  the  Ibm  rf 
Zion  do  for  their  mother  in  fuch  diftrefs  ?   They  artft   j 
even  bring  her  cafe  to  the  phyfician  of  Ifirael,  wii^  't, 
is  wholly  defperate  and  incuraUe  as  to  human  help,  -mi 
cry,  as  in  ]^fal.  Ix.  2.    "  O  God,  give  us  hfil|)  fimii 
trouble  ;.  for  vain  is  the  help  of  man.**  '  Let  lMld« 
with  Chrift's  call  to  the  man  with  the  tuaaticdMy 
whom  his  difciples  could  not  cure.  Matt.  kviL  Biiif 
him  hither  to  me,  faith  our  Lord.     Let  us  briog  Ae 
cafe  to  Chriftf  when  it  is  defperate  and  incnrajUebyal 
others.     The  churches  extremity  is  Cfarift*s  oppottttfli* 
ty  :  He  can  help  her,  even  then  wiien  aU  her  friend  ^ 
are  going  with  their  hands  on  their  loins  inthe  greateft 
anguifli  and  trouble ;  according  to  that  word,  Jer.  xix. 
6.  7.  **  wherefore  do  1  fee  every  man  wiih  his  hands oi  Ifi 
his  loins,  as  a  woman  in  travel,  and  aH  faces  are  tfin»' 
cd  into  palencfs  ?  Alas  !  for  that  day  is  great,  (o  tta 
none  is  like  it ;  it  is  even  the  time  of  Jacob's  troubk."    ^ 
Yet  even  then,  when  Jacob's  trouble  comes  to  that  e»- 
tremity  that  none  can  match  it,  the  Lord  pities  tad 
adds  that  ti'ord,  **  But  he  (hall  be  faved  out  of  it***   A 
matchlefs  trouble  cannot  nonplus  his  faving  ikilL    Nq«i 
how  doth  he  favc  Jacob  out  of  fucH  ^xtremiries  ?  Not  by 
human  might  or  power,  but  by  his  OM^n  fpirit,  Zech.    1 
iv.  6.  O  that  God  would  help  ail  Zion's  frieacfs  pkad- 
ing  with  him  for  an  out-pouring  of  his  fpiiit  upon  mi- 
niftcrs,  preachers,  ftudents,  and  all  ranks,   for  favssg 
his  covenanted  lard  out  of  extreme  diftrefs,  and  tevif- 
ing  primitive  Chiiftianity  among  us  !  This>  and  nothing 
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3fe»  ViU  doit.  O  that  he  would  fpe^k  fudi  a  com- 
ibrtabk  wcml  to  ScotUody  as  that  he  (aid  to  dhe  Jews 
irlMen  their  ftate  was  low,  Hag.  ii«  5.  ^  According  to  the 
«^d  that  I  ca^FeaaiKed  with  you  when  ye  came  out  of 
Egy^,  fe  foy  Spirit  remalnetb  among  you  :**  Fear  ye 
IM  J  He  hath  xemembered  hk  covenant  with  Scotland 
in  former  times,  and  furpriied  our  fathers  with  gracious 
cfiifions  of  his  Spirit :  Let  us  fteadily  }o0lc  4ip  to  hifii^ 
who  hath  fttll  bowels  of  pity,  and  can  help  Us  as  weU 
as  others  in  diftrefs.  , 

fSfc  have  heard  of  the  wonderful  goodncfe  of  the 
JU^iof  kte,  in  pitying  other  nations  and  countries^ 
-when  under  great  darknefs,  deadnefs  and  diftrefs,  by 
ilbtding  down  his  Spirit  to  revive  his  work  among  them 
in  att  extraordinary  manner,  which  may  be  ground  of 
hope  to  others.  How  glorious  wa6  the  appearance  of 
Ilia  fover^lgn  gxace  about  eight  or  nine  pars  ago  in 
Sakzburg  in  Germany,  in  determining  about  twenty 
jdwiufand  of  the  inhabitants  to  eo^brace  the  reformed 
idsgion,  ttaeiiely  by  reading  of  the  bible ;  yea,  and  to 
ftecDi»e  io  scalous  fof  it,  as  to  be  wilHug  to  forfaioe 
hcmfes,  lands,  temporal  good$,  and  felations,  and  all 
ihcy  had  iii  the  world,  that  they  might  enjoy  the 
yreachittg  of  the  gofpeJ. 

^7  How  man>elou%  did  he  difplay  the  nches  of  his  grace^ 
noidseworkof  hieSpirk,  in  the  wonderful  conver* 
"AoM  of  freat  fmmhers  in  Northampton,  and  other  parts 
\of  New  England,  by«he  miniftry  of  Mr  Jonathan  £d- 
wards,  and  others  in  that  country,  about  five  or  fix  ye.irs 
'«gD,  tKf  wUich  we  had  a  well  atteiled  narrative  publiik- 
«d  among  4IS? 

Kay,  Within  tbefe  two  years  we  have  moft  £arprifin£ 
iicconnts  of  the  goings  of  our  Ood,  and  the  efFufioas 
'«£  his  Spirit  on  feveral  places  of  Old  England  and  Wales, 
oar  neighbotKing  countries,  where,  by  the  miniftry  of 
Mr  George  Whitefield,  Mr  John  AVefley,  and  others 
^who  infift  mainly  on  the  dckSrine  of  tlue  new  birth, 
and!  jnfttfication  by  faith  in  Chrift)  great  numbers,  even 
af  .the  moft  profligate,  are  convinced  and  pricked  itt 
-tfaek  beartSy  and  brought  to  cry  out,  <<  What  {haH  we 
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cfo  to  be  faved  ?'*  'Which  extraordinary  work  I  hear 
doth  dill  continue  in  divers  places  of  England. 

And  this  very  fame  year  we  have  the  like  acconnti 
from  Georgia,  Ncw-Jerfey,  Penfilvania,  New-Tori$ 
and  other  of  the  Englifh  plantations  in  Americai  bf 
the  miniftry  of  Mr  Whitfield  and  othera.  Likewifi^ 
we  have  very  ftrange  accounts  of  the  fuccefs  of  die 
gofpel  in  many  different  parts  of  the  world,  even  ameng 
the  heathens,  by  Count  Zinzendorf,  biihop  of  the  Mo* 
ravjan  church,  and  his  miffionaries. 

Verily  thefe  good  news  which  we  now  hear,  of  Gixfi 
glorious  appearances  in  the  gofpel,  do  look  as  if  God 
was  about  to  accomplifh  his  promifes  to  his  church  in 
the  later  days,  "  When  the  whole  earth  fhall  be  foil 
of  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord."  O  how  refreftring  arc 
the  remoteft  dawnings  of  the  glory  of  thefe  days  I 

Alfo^  they  ferve  to  teach  us  how  eafy  it  is  for  Gbdfi> 
rife  up,  when  he  pleafeth,  for  the  revival  of  his  voA 
in  decayed  churches,  when  their  cafe  fcems  to  be  T«ff 
hopelcfs.  How  eafy  is  it  for  him  to  raife  up  inftruments 
to  preach  his  gofpel  with  fuch  life  and.  power,  as  toa» 
waken  whole  towns  and  countries  of  fleepy  finners  to*  • 
gcther  to  l>eatken  to  the  gofpel-call  ?  He  can  make  a 
nation  to  be  born  at  once  j  which  (hould  encourage  us 
to  wait  on  him  flill.  And  now  when  our  bleffed  Lord 
is  gracioufly  pleafed  to  mount  his  white  horfe,  as  king 
of  Zion,  and  make  his  circuit  in  our  countries,  to  give 
fuch  evidences  of  his  glorious  power,  and  fend  down 
pteafant  (liowers  of  his  grace  among  them,  and  make 
many  to  bow  down  at  his  feet :  May  we  not  hope  that 
he  hath  a  great  work  on  the  wheels,  and  is  on  hi* 
m?rch  to  go  through  his  church  in  a  conquering  man- 
ner, to  confound  deifls  and  infidels,  and  quell  the  daf' 
ing  boldnefs  of  his  adverfaries  ?  And,  in  that  cafe,  may 
not  Scotland  look  for  a  vifit  from  hrm  among  the-  rcft> 
and  even  plead  that  ancient  kindnefs  may  revive  towards 
it  ?  May  we  not  draw  hope  from  the  fecond  Pfalm,aod 
other  fcripturc-paffages,  where  God  promifeth  to  "gif^ 
his  fon  the  uttermoft  parts  of  tlfe  earth  for  a  pofleilio09 
and  that  the  ifles  (hall  fee  his  falvation,  and  wait  forbid 
law,"  among  which  places  Scotland  certainly  is  ?    An^ 

though 
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Aough  It  be  a  land  that  is  little  and  defpifed  am<Mi^ 
he  nations,  yet  he^  whofe  thoughts  are  not  like  man'« 
houghts,  hath  (hewed  a  diftinguifiiing  refpefl  to  it,  by 
bis  early  fending  the  gofpel  to  it ;  and>  when  overfpread 
irith  darknefs,  promoting  reformation  in  it  againft  bath- 
de  power  of  the  mighty,  and  counfels  of  the  crafty  \ 
nay,  advancing  reformation  fo  far,  and  making  gofpeU 
^bt  fo  clear  and  powerful  in   it,  by  the  remarkable 
ikwn-^pouring  of  his  Spirit,  that  Scotland  was  noticed 
Irf  divines  of  other  places,  and  called  Philadelphia^  and 
VEic  morning Jiar  tf  the  reformation,.    Nay,  he  took  Scot- 
lind  into  covenant  with  himfelf  in  a  peculiar  manner;^ 
^d  gave  fingular  tokens  of  his  prcfence  with  his  peo- 
ple :  He  hath  wonderfully  appeared  for  the  intercll:  <d 
itligion,  when  almoft  funk  in  it :    He  hath  raifed  up 
Saviours  on  our  mount  Zion,  and  brought  about  great 
ddivcrances  for  it  (as  for  Ifrael  of  old)  when  gricvouHy 
^fefied  and  brought  low.     And,  from  thefe  ancient 
and  peculiar  proofs  of  our  Redeemer's  care,  may  we  not 
Immbly  hope  that  he  will  not  leave  the  land  that  is  givca 
iim  by  his  Father,  and  folemnly  devoted  to  him  by  its 
inhabitants  ? 

•  '  Our  decays  and  backflidings  from  God,  indeed,  arc 
iwry  great,  fearful,  and  threatening  •,  yet,  he  hath  ffift 
fcft  a  mourning  and  praying  remnant  in  the  land^  wh^ 
"arc  fenCblc  of  the  want  of  his  Spirit  and  prefence  in  or- 
dinances, defire  to  lament  after  the  Lord,  and  cry  for 
all  the  abominations  that  are  found  in  the  midfl:  of  the 
eity :  And  though  her  defolations  are  mournful,  the 
^>rcache6  in  her  walls  many,  and  the  glory  of  tl^e  Lord 
«  gone  up  from  the  cherub ;  yet  it  feems  ftill  to  hover 
«nd  (land  over  the  threihoki  of  the  door,  and  there  is 

*  remnant  among  us  wreftling  and  pleading  againft  Lis 
departure.  There  is  a  number  who  take  pleafure  in  our  < 
Zion,  have  a  kindnefs  for  her  (lones  and  rubbiih,  and 
ttaife  not  to  lift  up  a  prayer  for  the  remnant  that  is  left: 
And  we  fee  gracious  promifes  made  to  the  prayers  and 
^ars,  wreftlings  and  witneiCngs,  of  a  fmall  godly  rem- 
nant, PDiK  xii.  5.  Pfal.  cii.  13.  J 4.  17.  Alas,  that  this 
iCttiiiant  in  our  laiid  is  fa  fadly  lyoken  and  divided  in 
Ae  way  and  manner  of  their  witnefling  at  this  day  I  O 


31 8  Preface* 

that  the  meek  Jcfus^  who  rules  in  Zieiiy  would  neekcb 
all  their  hearts,  fave  from  a  fpiiit  of  bittcmcAi  and  fimi 
dangerous  extremes  in  feparating  from  one  another ! 
O  that  the  God  of  peace,  thathadi  the  cofsmaml  of 
hearts,  would  unite  his  broken  remnant  tdgethcr,  pn 
them  a  Chrift-like  fpirit.  and  make  them  out  ftickbiJiif 
hnnd  !  It  is  no  wife  difficult  to  him  to  accomplifb  thb ' 
unioriy  even  when  the  cafe  is  mcift  hopelefs  in  ourefci^ 
and  indruments  to  mediate  for  healing  breaches  are  out 
of  fight.     Let  us  remember  and  plead  that  promife,  Jcr. 
XXX.  17.   ^*    For  I  will  reftore  health  unto  theCf  and  I 
wilt  heal  thee  of  thy  wounds,  faith  the  Lord,  bectife 
they  hare  calLd  thee  an  outcaft,  faying,  This  is  Ztoa 
whom  no  man  fccketh  after."    Many  of  God's  wor- 
thies, now  in  glory,  have  gone  off  the  ftagein  thebdcf 
and  hopes,  that  God  would  yet  arife  and  hare  mercy 
on  his  Zion,  that  h^  would  fignally  build  her  np,  toA 
9j^pear  in  his  glory;  yea,  that  there  would  be  more  gto- 
rious  gofpel-days  fcen  in  Scotland,  than  either  we  orov 
fathers  have  beheld.    Surely  thefc  conGderations  may 
encourage  God's  remnant  in  Scotland,  to  wait  and  praf 
in  hope,  however  dark  and  cloudy  our  day  be  at  prcftat 
In  the  meantime,  let  us  rejoice  and  blefs  the  Lord, 
that  he  is  pleafed  to  pour  out  his  Spirit,  make  bare  Ms 
holy  arm,  and  glorify  his  power  in  other  parts  of  the 
world,  yea,  and  get  himfelf  a  great  name-amongft  thofe 
that  have  not  known  him,  whatever  he  doth  with  W. 
May  his  right  hand,  and  holy  arm,  get  him  the  viAorf 
among  them  more  and  more,  that  we  may  hear  gofpd- 
fongs  from  the  uttermoft  parts  of  the  earth  ?— — Likfr 
wife,  let  us  mourn  for  thofe  fins,  both  old  and  latti 
which  provoke  God  to  make  our  heavens  as  brafs,  and 
to  withhold  thofe  pleafant  ihowers  from  us  he  is  lettiif 
fall  upon  othcTTs  :  And  let  us  plead  that  Scotland,  wUii 
formerly  was  the  glory  of  all  lands,  for  the  effufions  of 
tiic  Spirit,  may  nut  now  be  pad  by  and  left  behind  iH 
others.     O  let  not  her  fleece  be  dry,  when  many  others 
have  their  fleeces  wet ;  and,  when  they  are  getting  »• 
buiidance  of  rain,  may  we  have  a  little  cloud  appearing 
like  a  man  s  hand,  to  frognofticate  a  (hower  a  coming ! 
M.>y  the  Irord  rife  up  from  his  placci  and  come  merei- 
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ujly  to  decide  the  quarrel  between  Delfts  and  us ;  and 
et  infidelS)  and  the  profane  fcoffers  of  thefe  lad  days, 
Te^,  that  ti^e  bihle  is  the  word  of  God»  and  that  the 
preaching  of  it  is  his  inftitutlon ;  that  there  is  a  fuper- 
^tural  power  attending  it^  for  changing  meiis  hearts 
u  well  ts^  lives  !  May  he  let  the  world  fee»  it  is  not  fine 
moral  harangues,  nor  the  enticing  words  of  mens  wif- 
doin  I  but  the  plain  preaching  of  a  crucified  Jefus,  is 
^  only  Tcn^edy  for  loft  finners,  that  become  the  power 
^  God  to  the  converfion  and  falration  of  men  !'' 
)^  But  fom^  have  their  queftions,  '*  By  whom  (hall  Ja- 
^COb  axife  I  Will  he  ihew  wonders  to  the  dead  ?  Shall 
4)e  dead  arife  and  praife  him  ?"  Thefe,  indeedi  are  non- 
lluiSng  difficulties  to  us,  but  none  at  all  to  him  who 
(iufeth  the  dead)^  and  calleth  the  things  which  be  not,  as 
though  they  were.     He  hath  ftill  fpirit  and  clay  enough 
hx  new  inftruments  \  yea,  he  can  make  ftrangers  build 
19  his  walls,  and  the  greateft  enemies  become  zealous 
Ikk  his  glory.     And,  however  unlikely  the  appearance 
of  things  may  be  at  prefent,  both  fcripture  and  experi- 
^e  afltire  us,  that  the  time  of  God's  peoples  extremity 
las  I  faid  before)  is  his  ufual  feafon  of  appearing  for 
«bem :  "It  is  in  the  mount  that  the  Lord  will  be  feen  *,*' 
&  may  the  text  be  rendered,  Gen.xxii-  14.     God  did 
JK>t  appear  any  way  for  Ifaac*s  deliverance  all  the  throe 
days  journey  he  made  with  his  father,  till  he  cane  to 
die  top  of  the  mount,  and  was  juft  ready  to  be  facrifi- 
ced:  Neither  did  he  intcrpofe  for  the  Jews  in  Efthcr'a 
time,  until  the  decree  was  paft,  and  day  fixed,  and  but 
a  haur-breaddi  betwixt  them  and  ruin ;  then  God  fteps 
ji^^and  pofts  are  inftantly  difpatched  to  ftop  the  exe- 
cution.    Tlius  the  Lord  ails  agreeably  to  his  promife, 
Pieut.  xxxii.  36.  *'  For  the  Lord  (hall  judge  his  people, 
tiid  repent  himfelf  for  his  fervants,  when  he  feeth  diat 
^eir  power  is  gone,  and  there  is  none  (hut  up  or  left.'* 
JSetet  then,  is  food  for  faith  and  prayer  in  the  moft 
fljraitening  times.    O  for  grace  to  pray  in  hope,  mourn 
in  hope,  labour  in  hope,  and  wait  in  hope,  feeing  our 
4i$arcft  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  who  is  our  hope, 
is  gone  up,  and  fits  at  the  helm !  O  when  (hall  the 
oQwer  of  this  great  Lord  be  prefent  to  heal*  us  !  Come, 
Liord  Jefus,  come  quickly,    jimen. 
VoL.L  Xx  mT^O- 
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T  being  our  great  bufineis  in  tbe  world,  to  pn 
God's  glory  and  our  own  falvation,  and,  in  order  i 
to,  to  feck  acquaintance  with,  and  feciire  an  intei 
the  Lord  Jefu8  Chrift  (the  fole  mediator  betwixt 
and  men)  and  alfo  to  labour  for  the  comfortable 
fuafion  and  aiTurance  of  this  intereft ;  it  hath  pi 
God,  for  our  affiftance  in  this  matter,  gracioufly  tx 
fcribe  to  us  the  ufe  of  feveral  outward  means,  s 
word,  facrament*,  and  prayer,  and  alfo  to  promif 
jnward  influences  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  for  making 
means  tfic£tual  for  the  ends  forefaid,  to  fuch  a$€< 
entioufly  attend  them  and  ufe  them. 

The  facrament  of  the  Lord's  fuppcr,  one  of 
means,  being  inftitutcd  by  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrtft, 
bright  reprefentation  and  compend  of  the  whole  ( 
tian  religion,  and  an  QTciinance  nobly  adapted  for 
rying  on  the  ends  of  God's  glory,  and  our  fouls 
tion,  and  particularly  for  clearing  up  our  intcre 
Chrid,  and  improving  our  acquaintance  with  hii 
highly  concerns  every  Chriftian  to  make  confcien 
attending  in  a  due  and  fuitable  manner. 

I  have  elftwhere  (hown,  that  the  Lord's  day  is  < 
vine  appointment,  and  the  celebration  of  the  I 
fupper  is  the  proper  work  of  this  day,  and  ope  fj 
deCgn  of  its  firft  inftitution.  Now,  if  ordinary  fab 
do  require  great  diligence  and  care  in  our  preparii 
them,  and  improving  of  tht  m  ;  much  more  do 
munion*fabbaths,  which  are  folemn  and  high  days, 
in  a  fpecial  manner,  days  of  the  fons  of  men  ;  thele  1 
times  wherein  we  make  near  approaches  unto 
and  he  makes  mod  near  approaches  unto  us  -,  ai 
may  be  called  days  of  heaven  upon  earth  3  for  tk( 

emin 
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(ninently  reprefent  the  employments  and  enjoymems 
i  %he  gtoriiied  faints  in  heaven ;  and^  by  the  right  im- 
•tdvcment  of  them,  we  come  to  be  prepared  for  living 
iinongft  that  blefled  company.  It  is,  then,  our  great 
Ittty  and  intereft,  carefully  to  make  ready  for  thefc  fab- 
oaths  when  they  draw  nigh,  and  to  improve  every  hour 
itid  minute  of  them  with  the  greateft  diligence,  when 
they  a£iualfy  do  come. 

r  The  fubjeft  of  the  Lord*s  fupper  is  pretty  fully  hand- 
led in  my  facramental  catechifoi,  both  in  a  doctrinal 
tiA  cafuiitic  manner.  And,  feeing  it  is  needkfs  to  re- 
Iftli  what  is  there  wtitfen,  I  muft  refer  my  reader  to  it, 
m  a  more  fall  explication  of  feveral  things  relating  to 
iKft  ordifiance  than  what  is  here  to  be  expelled  ;  feeing 
1  mainly  defign  in  this  treatife  to  give  praftical  direc- 
fkias  for  the  right  improvement  of  communion- fabbaths* 
^t^  fubje£):  is  dill  very  large  and  copious,  after  all  that 
foh  been  faid  and  written  upon  it ;  and  there  is  room 
&t  much  more.  What  I  here  intend  may  be  compre- 
hended under  the  three  following  heads  : 
^L  Diteftions  how  to  prepare  for  a  communion-fab^ 
liathtefore  it  come. 

^  li.  How  to  fpend  it  when  it  is  come* 
III.  How  to  behave  ourfelves  when  it  is  over. 
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C  H  AP.    I.  '■'■ 

Conlmnwg  DireEllons  tew  to  prepare  for  a  Commufk^ 
Sabbath,  .  , 

Direct.  I  Carefully  endeavour  and  ftudy  to  hare  a  jiift 
and  right  uptaking  of  the  nature,  ends,  andnfesof 
the  Lord's  (upper  \  and  the  work  of  cooimunicatr, 
ing  while  at  the  Lord's  table.  -, 

■;» 

THERE  are  many  who  have  wrong  notions  of  iik- 
ordinance,  do  greatly  miflake  Ac  ends  and  de*- 
ficus  of  it,  and  therefore  cannot  rightly  .partake  of  it: 
iVut,  if  we  would  be  worthy  communicants^  wc  muftfis* 
lioudy  ponder  and  rightly  underftand  the  nature  afid 
cUv^s  of  this  folemn  inftitution  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl:,' 
tl;»t  fv>  we  ir.ay  approach  his  table  with  diftinA  uptak* 
ings  of  our  works  and  bufinefs  there. 

riv.s  ordin.?nce  was  net  inftituted  to  turn  bread  and 

w;nc  into  the  true  body  and  Diood  of  Chrift,  for  people 

iv*  w  v^rlhip  it  5  nor  to  fr^critice  Chnfl  pgain  to  the  Father 

tv^  K'  a  prv>pituttion  for  t^e  fins  of  the  quick  and  the  dead, 

.'>  tVo  WipiiU  do  abfurdly  affirm.     Neither  was  it  ap* 

px^;!\«\\  to  n.Akc  atonement  for  former  (ins,  to  purchaiCs 

a  u*v».iirivni,  ar.d  Infure   heaven  to  us  cJ>^re  cferats^  a» 

k^jWC  ^j;iu>r-nt  p£\^p!e  do  inrtagiiTC.     Nor  was  it  dcfigned 

u*  K  !vvk  tbnie  w:ckcd  practices,  or  maintain  a  good  natnc 

.ovivn^g  men,  cr  ^ny  otlierwotidiy  end,  as  hypocrites  do 

.:  :Oi*.d.     But  ^t  is  appointed  by  our  gr:rat  Lord  and  Sa- 

\iou\\  as  a  Tv'.^r*V  rft-  e  I '.*.::::*:  ^sr.d  c:mmfmsratton  of  tis 

,,;  ^  .»•;.:'  /:jr»:-^/.;'}'^  .c.v  ficpli.  iili h^  csittr  agatu  t9 

■../;/  riv  ^;\?.'.j.     A-  .^,  in  o^^iJiience  to  his  command, 

.  1  hie  jvfoplo  v^u^;;Vi  to  vvr.u  to  lis  table,  to  celebrate 

.     »  v»rvii'\.\noe  :  Ar.v\  wh-.Ie  pjirtakiiig  of  the  outward 

.*  i^.jols  ct  bicud  u'.^J  wi:;e,  ih^y  ^rt  belie viogly  and 

thankfully 


!)ire^.  I.     Of  the  NeceJJity  of  Communicating.  323 

iiankfttlly  to  remember  Jefus  Chrift,  and  his  dying 
knre;  andaUb  to  receive  and  embrace  him,  as  their 
Ueeding  high  pried,  into  the  arms  of  their  faith,  apply 
Us  benefits,  reft  upon  his  merits,  feal  a  covenant  with 
Jum,  look  upon  him  whom  they  have  pierced,  with  a 
loourning  heart,  and  a  folemn  refolve  to  pierce  him  no 
nore. 

This  is  a  (hoit  account  of  the  nature  of  this  facra- 
»cnt,  and  of  the  works  of  communicating.  But,  in 
order  to  give  a  more  full  and  diftinft  view  of  this  great, 
aad  folemn  ordinance,  we  may  confider  and  take  it  up 
under  thef<f  fever al  refpe£ls  following  : 

L  As  a  peculiar  ftgn  and  diftinguiMng  badge  of  the 
JEbrifiian  church  from  the  infidel  worlds  and  a  vijible  fO" 
ien,  that  we  profefs  and  own  a  crucified*  Jefus  for  our 
Redeemer  and  Saviour,  and  that  we  depend  only  upon 
Us  death,  'and  the  merit  of  his  blood,  for  the  remiflion 
of-our  fins,  and  our  reconciliation  with  God. 

11.  As  a  lively  reprefentation  and  memorial  of  Chrijl 
crmfied^  aAdthe  tnejlimable  purchafe  of  his  death.  .  This 
iiKniment  is  a  compendious  map  of  the  gofp^l,  and  a 
^Ic  preaching  of  Jefus  Chrill.  The  word  preached 
liolds  him  forth  to  the  car ;  but  this  fac^ament  repre- 
fcnts  him  to  the  eye,  and,  in  a  lively  way,  difplays  his 
icdeeming  love,  his  mighty  a£ls,  and  unparalleled  fufFer- 
ingg  for  loft  finners.  This  ordinance  is  a  lafting  public 
nionument  to  the  world,  of  Chrift's  glorious  viftories 
and  triumphs,  as  the  captain  of  our  falvatjon  •,  of  his 
tanqui'ihing  death  and  hell,  his  fpoiling  principalities 
and  powers,  and  his  obtaining  peace  for  us.  Likewife, 
wc  are  to  look  upon  it  as  a  fure  pledge  of  Chrift's  fecond 
coming,  and  a  tafte  of  the  new  wine  which  believers 
will  eternally  drink  with  him  in  his  Father's  kingdom. 

in.  As  a  special  mean  appoi/lted  by  God  fr  our  fpiri- 
tual  advantage  ;  namely  ^or  the  weakening  of  corrup- 
tion, ^nd  the  ftrengthening  of  grace.  The  death  of  our 
glorious  Redeemer,  repreftrnted  in  this  ordinance,  gives 
iiich  a  difcovery  of  fin  to  the  believer  a*s  makes  his  foul 
to  abhor  it.  And  God  blefll-th  it  as  a  mean  to  excite 
and  quicken  the  graces  of  repentance,  faith,  love,  hope, 
joy  and  thankfulnefs^  in  believers ;  by  giving  them  fome- 
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thing  of  a  clearer  view  of  the  attributes  of  God,  that 
the^  had  before  :■  A.  of  his  wifdom  ill  the  contrivaiN^ 
of  our  redeirption  by  Jefns  Chrift,  and  his  ftrretifli^ 
for  us ;  of  his  mercy,  love,  and  compaflioti^  in  fpariif 
poor,  guilty,  and  hcll-dcfeiving  finners,  fuch  as  wc  aitjf  \ 
of  his  jufticc  and  holinef^,  in  puniihing  fin  ttl  fachi 
manner,  yea,  rathc.r  puniihing  it  in  his  own  fon,  thitf 
fuffering  it  to  go  unpuniflied  ;  of  his  veracity  and  fiudn 
fulnefs,  in  accomp  ilhing  tht;  Old  Teftament  types  airf 
prophecies,  and  confirming  the  covenant  of  grace,  wldr 
the  mercies  therein  promifed,  by  the  death  of  Jeftf^ 
Chrift. 

IV*  As  a  great  feajl^  wherein  Chrifi  holds  communm 
and fiUowJhip  with  his  people^  and  richly  entertains  the*J 
This  ■  facramt?lt  is  the  fuppcr  of  the  great  God :  Tht 
feaft-maker  is  God  the  Father,  the  proviGon  God  tto 
hk)n,  whofe  fleih  is  meat  indeed,  and  whofe  blood  Is 
drink  indeed  :  The  guefts  are  a  company  of  poor  un* 
worthy  finners,  for  \i  horn  the  crumbs  beneath  the  taUe 
are  too  good  ;  y  t  to  fuch  doth  God  give  kindly  wel" 
come,  fayinjr,  Eat^  O  jriends ;  drinh,  &c«  Cant.  T.  It 
A  ilrange  feaft  !  Chrift  is  both  the  maker  and  mattef 
of  it,  the  fetdf-r  and  the  food,  the  giver  and  the  gift  \  0 
what  nrbie  provifion  is  Chrift's  flcfh  and  blood  to  the 
foul  1  John  vi.  55.  As  bread  and  wine  afford  flrcngth, 
comfort,  and  nourifhmf  nt  to  the  body  ;  fo  the  flefh  and 
blood  of  Chrift,  received  here  by  faith,  do  yield  the 
fame  to  the  foul.  How  great  is  the  variety  of  heaven- 
ly dainties  prefented  to  us  in  this  feaft  !  viz.  Pardon  of 
fin,  reconciliation  with  God,  adoption  into  his  familyi 
peace  of  confcience,  fpiritual  ftrcngth,  increafc  of  gracC) 
the  precious  promifcs  of  the  covenant,  the  gracious  pre- 
fence  of  Chrift,  the  fmiles  of  his  countenance,  the  coiH- 
fort,  and  quickening  influence*?  of  his  fpirit.  O  what 
rare  and  delicious  difhes  are'thefe  for  a  hungry  foul! 
O  for  appetites  for  the  full  feaft  which  Chrift  doth  fut- 
ni(h  us  in  this  wildernefs  ! 

V.  We  ought  to  view  this  ordinance  as  the  folemi^ 

Jealing  and  confit  mtng  of  a  covenant  betwixt  God  and  us» 

This  facrament  is  one  of  the  feals  of  the  covenant  of 

grace  which  God  makes  with  believers  in  Chrift ;  and 

by 


you  not  as  great  need 

,  tTien ,  to  diis  enriching 

4ke  but  n  Ticw  of  the  bc- 

^Ll  prefents  to  fou,  and 

J  ^nd  apply  to  you  in  this 

;ind  blood,  and  all  the 

Vmc  \  furciy  Chrift  and  aH 

ss  h  Talt  portion:  Behoid, 

you  have  afeal  and  pledge^ 

ou  have  here  a  feal^d  rcmif- 
wVth  ihe  blood  that  was 

rom  wrath  and  damnation : 
f^prefented  endured  that  fot 
he  who  eats  this  food  ihall 
.  vL  50.  51. 

i^Y  family,  snd  a  right  to  the 
i^ed  ;  for  your  being  adrtnit- 
t^blei  and  eat  of  the  childrens 

of  CiYif  and  fubduing  of  cor- 
ve  food  that  kills  fin. 
fan£lificaiiOn,  and  ftrengthcn- 
3u  have  food  that  nouri(hcth 
\g  Spixit  is  promifed  in  that 
^fealcd,  Ezck*  xxxiv*  27. 
limunion  with  Chrift  in  the  moft 
feith  he,  John  vi.  56.  "  He  that 
Trinketh  my  blood,  dwellcth  in  me 
n  dwell  in  him,  by  faith  and  love, 
ipirit. 

tremal  lifcj  John  vi.  51.    "  If  any 
J,  he  (hall  live  for  ever." 
romifc  of  a  glorious  rcfurreftion, 
lofo  eateth  my  flefli,  and  drinketh  my 
lifri  and  I  wtli  raife  him  up  at  the 

J  right  to  all  tlie  promifes  of  the  new 

Fare  great  and  precious,  va.  That  God 

Iws  in  our  inward  parts,  and  write  them 

Y  y  2  !•  in 
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of  God's  unmixed  wrath  eternally,  if  we  deal  falfly  with 
God  in  his  covenant."  And  thus  we  fee  how  unwKff* 
thy  communicants  and  diflemUers  with  God,  do  '*  est 
and  drink  judgment  to  themfelves,"  tirith  a  witnefs. 

VIL  We  (hould  take  up  this  facramenty  not  fuAjn 
a  feaft  of  love  betwixt  Chrift  and  believers,  but  alfe  % 
a  bond  of  mutual  love  and  unity  among  believers  then* 
feives.  As  this  feaft  of  love  is  a  remembrance  of  Ac 
greateft  love  that  ever  was  manifefted,  viz.  of  Chrift'i 
dying  love  to  finners ;  fo  it  is  an  excellent  mean  bn 
procuring  and  advancing  unity  and  love  among  tk 
faints  and  fervants  of  God. '  It  is  a  mean,  tiot  oiJy  ^ 
uniting  believers  more  firmly  to  Chrift  their  head,  kfA 
alfo  of  uniting  and  endearing  the  members  of  his  iD)t 
tical  body  to  one  another.  | 

Let  us  view  the  Lord's  fupper  in  the  forefaid  fcfta  j 
refpe£ls»  that  we  may  fee  what  a  mighty  ordinance  it 
is,  and  have  fome  diftin£^  uptakings  of  its  nature  and 
ends,  before  we  approach  to  it. 

Direct.  II.  Be  firmly  perfuaded,  that  partaking  of 
the  Lord's  fupper  is  a  moft  necefTary  duty ;  and  the 
neglecting  of  it  is  a  very  great  fin. 

That  ccmmimicaiing  is  a  necefTary  duty  incumbent 
upon  us,  and  not  a  matter  of  indifference  which  wc  may 
do,  or  not  do,  as  we  think  fit,  will  appear  from  the  fol- 
lowing obligations  which  God  hath  laid  upon  us : 

I.  We  have  the  command  of  our  great  Lord  and  law- 
giverj  to  partake  of  this  feaft,  oft  repeated  by  the  E^ioa* 
geiifis  :  He  faith  to  all  his  difciples,  Take  ;  he  faidi  to 
them,  Eat;  he  faith  to  them,  Drink  ye  aii  of  fi:ifi 
faith  to  them,  Do  this  in  remembrance  of  tne.  His  pre- 
cepts to  pray,  praife,  hear,  read,  meditate,  &c.  arc  not 
more  plain  or  exprefs,  than  his  precepts  to  communicate* 
So  that  we  are  as  much  bound  to  give  obedience  to  tbisi 
as  to  thofc. 

II.  Gratitude  ftrongly  obligeth  us  to  obey  this  corn* 
mand,  if  wc  remember  what  he  did  for  us,  who  gave  it* 
.O  believer,  did  he  not  offer  up  hirafelf,  foul  and  bodji 
as  an  atoning  facrifice  to  fatisfy  divine  juftice  for  thy 

Cos? 


L>ire£t«  IL      0/ Ai.NeceJ/ity  of  Communicating.         347 

ins  ?  And,  will  not  this  cnp^&ge  you  to  obey  him  ?  Sure- 
ly^ every  time  you  read  or  hear  thefe  words.  Do  this  in 
remembrance  tf  me^  your  heart  (hould  melt  aiod  warm 
within  you»  when  you  confider  what  he,  who  fpoke 
them,  hath  done  for  you;  even  more  than  father,  or 
.inotheri  wife,  brother,  and  all  your  relations  could  have 
done;  y^»  more  than  a  million  of  Angels  cpuld  have 
4ipne  for  you.  And,  (hall  not  his  command  have  weight 
.ifith  you  r 

,  JIL  Remen}ber  the  time  when  he  gave  you  this 
charge.  It  was  that  night  he  was  to  begin  his  bitter  and 
Jjbpdy  agonies  for  you,  and  wade  through  a  fea  of 
,vnth  and  forrow  upon  your  account.  It  was  then 
vhen  he  beheld  heaven,  earth  and  hell,  judice,  men 
and  devils,  all  confpiring  againft  him,  Juft  at  the  time 
ybicn  he  was  going  to  offer  up  himfelf  a  facrifice  in  your 
ftead,  to  fave  you  from  eternal  flames,  he  gave  you  this 
charge, "  Do  this  in  remembrance  ofme;"as  if  he  hadfaid, 
"Now  I  am  jufl  ready  to  be  offered  up,  to  die acurfed 
death  for  you,  ahd  with  my  blood  to  feal  my  teftament, 
wherein  I  bequeath  to  you,  pardon,  peace»  light,  life, 
grace  and  glory ;  and  now  there  is  one  requeft  I  afk  of 
you,  that,  when  I  am  dead,  you  keep  up  the  remem- 
brance of  my  love  and  fufferings  for  you,  by  eating  bread 
and  drinking  wine  together  with  my  people  at  my  table ; 
and  there  Ihcw  forth  my  death  till  I  come  again  to 
>ndgc  the  world."  The  words  of  dying  men  ufe  to 
he  of  great  weight  with  their  furviving  friends  ;  and, 
will  not  the  words  of  your  dying  furety,  your  dying 
elder  brother,  be  of  weight  with  you  to  obey  his  dying 
charge  ? 

IV.  Confider  how  fmall  and  eafy  the  charge  is  he  gives 
you :  It  is  not  to  facrifice  your  firfl  born,  cut  off  a 
niembcr  of  your  body,  give  all  you  have  to  the  poor,  go 
w  pilgrimage  to  the  ends  of  the  earth ;  it  is  not  to  go 
to  the  holy  land,  to  vifit  Chrift's  fepulchre ;  or  to  the 
^p  of  mount  Calvary,  where  the  crofb  flood,  "  in  re- 
membrance of  him."  Thefe  he  required  not,  bccaufeyou 
'Jjight  have  judged  them  hard ;  and  yet,  as  hard  as 
tney  feem  to  be,  Iiad  he  demanded  any  of  them,  could 

Vol.  !•  Y  y  you 
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you  have  been  anfwerable  to  cli£[4>ey  fuch  an  one  as-' a 
dying  Jefus  ?  How  far  lefs  tviH  you  be  able  to  anfwrr  at 
the  great  day  for  difobeying  bim,  when  he  rcqairo  wo 
fach  burdenfome  taft^  but  gracioufly  infoins  an  afikn 
that  18  moft  eafy,  pkafant  and  profitable  to  ysu  ^ ''  £at 
and  drink  at  my  table,  in  a  thankful  ren>e«ibrance  •( 
what  I  have  done  for  you  ?**  and  will  ycm  not  plea£e 
him  in  fo  fmall  a  requeft  ? 

V.  Chrift  gives  you  this  charge,  not  for  his  goo^  . 
but  for  your  own.     And  your  obe^ence  ta  it  cootri- 
butes  highly  both  to  your  pleafure  and  your  piofit^ 

FirJ}^  O  believer,  is  it  not  pleafant  to  fct  and  keep  a 
tryft  with  your  dear  Saviour?  Well,  this  ordiaance  is  tlie 
folemn  try  {ling- place  where  he  hath  appointed  to  meet 
with  you  ;  it  is  there  you  may  *'  fee  the  Kic^  in  Uft 
beauty  ;**  there  doth  his  glory  ihine.  O  how  gferitas 
is  he  in  his  **  dyed  garments  and  red  apparel  !'^  WitI; 
what  defire  fliould  we  go  to  fee  fuch  a  beaotiful  fight } 
How  fweet  is  tt  to  hear  his  voice  in  this  erdimofei 
which  is  the  very  mufic  of  heaven  ?  How  lefrefhingior 
a  doubting  foul  to  hear  him  fpeak  as  from  the  croi^ 
^*  It  is  finifhed,  the  ranfom  is  paid,  and  juftice  is  &tis- 
fied  r"  Can  there  be  fwecter-mdody,  than  to  hear  Chnft 
whifper  into  the  fouFs  ear,  "  Fear  not,  I  aiii  thy  fil- 
vation ;  The  Lord  hath  put  away  thy  fin,  thou  fiiattnot 
die ;  Son,  be  of  good  cheer,  all  thy  fins  are  forgiven  tkec!'' 
How  pleafant  muft  it  be  to  eot  and  driok  at  Cbriffs 
feaft,  with  fuch  heavenly  mufic  founding  in  ouc  ears  I 

Secondly y  Is  not  this  a£tion  as  profitable  to  us  a»  plea- 
fant ?  Knowcft  thou,  O  man,  what  injury  thou  doft  to 
thy  immortal  foul  by  neglefting  it  ?  Canft  thou  have  any 
other  but  a  lean,  hungry,  ftarved  foul,  wMft  thou  flight- 
eft  the  food  God  hath  appointed  for  it?  Doft  thou  know 
what  benefit  feme  of  thy  neighbours  have  got  at  this 
feaft  ?  Some  have  come  to  it  poor,  and  have  goneavay 
laden  with  riches :  Some  have  come  to  it  hungf y,  and 
have  gone  away  fatisficd  as  with  nya^rrow  and  fatnefe'- 
Some  have  come  thirfty,  and  have  got  floods  pmftied  oot 
upon  the  dry  ground  :  Some  have  come  bKnd^  and  gone 
away  feeing  :  Others  lame,  and  have  gone  away  walk- 
ing.    Here  ihey  have  got  ail  their  difeafes  cured^  and 

thcit 
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then;  wants  fappfied.  And,  have  you  not  as  great  need 
df  Acfc  mercies  as  others  ?  Come,  then,  to  diis  enriching 
amd  fottl-upmaktng  ordinance ;  take  but  a  riew  of  the  be« 
ileGts  and  bleffings  which  Chrift  prefents  to  you,  and 
whidi  he  fahhfuliy  offers  to  feal  and  apply  to  you  in  this 
fikcrament,  even  his  own  body  and  blood,  and  all  the 
benefits  and  vtrtues  of  the  fame  \  farely  Chrift  and  all 
die  benefits  of  his  purchafe  is  a  Tad  portion :  Behold, 
O  believer,  in  this  ordinance  you  have  afeai  and  pledge^ 
nn  earned  and  tafte  of  them  all. 

More  paTticularly,  ly?,  you  have  here  a  fealeVl  remif- 
ficm  of  (in  prefented  to  you,  with  the  blood  that  was 
ihed  for  the  fame,  Matt.  xxvi.  a8. 

lc//f,  A  fealed  freedom  from  wrath  and  damnation  : 
For  a  crucified  Jefus  here  reprefented  endured  that  for 
you ;  and  he  promifes  that  he  who  eats  this  food  ihall 
•*  never  die  eternally,"  John  vi,  50*  51. 

3rfi^,  Adoption  into  God's  family,  and  a  right  to  the 
diildrens  privileges  confirmed  ;  for  your  being  adrtnit- 
ted  to  fit  at  your  father's  table,  and  eat  of  the  childrens 
bread,  is  apledge  of  it. 

4ih/yf  The  weakening  of  fin,  and  fubduing  of  cor- 
ruption 5  for  here  you  have  food  that  kills  fin. 

jM/jy,  The  increafe  of  fandificatiOn,  and  ftrengthen* 
faig  of  grace  :  For  here  you  have  food  that  nouriihcth 
grace ;  and  the  fanftifying  Spirit  is  promifcd  in  that 
covenant,  which  is  here  fealed,  Ezek.  xxxiv*  27. 

6/A/y,  Union  and  communion  with  Chrift  in  the  moft 
intimate  manner  j  for,  faith  he,  John  vi,  56.  "  He  that 
eateth  my  flcfli,  and  drinketh  my  blood,  dwellethinme 
and  I  in  him.''  We  dwell  in  him,  by  faith  and  love, 
and  he  in  us  by  his  Spirit. 

ph/jf  A  title  to  eternal  life,  John  vi.  51.  **  If  any 
man  eat  of  this  bread,  he  (hall  live  for  ever."      - 

Sth/jf  A  fealed  promife  of  a  glorious  refurreftion, 
John  vi.  54.  "  Whofo  eateth  my  left,  and  drinketh  my 
blood,  hath  eternal  life,  and  I  will  raife  him  up  at  the 
laft  dav.»' 

^tt/yt  A  fealed  right  to  all  the  promifes  of  the  ntw 

covenant,  which  are  great  and  precious,  viz.  That  God 

will  '*  put  his  laws  in  our  inward  partSy  and  write  them 

Y  y  2  _••  in 


330  Of  tbt  Nieeffity  of  Communieatmg.  IXre^l.  II, 

"  in  ourfaeartSy  Jcr.  xxxi,  33.  That  he  will  foi^vqour 
*'  iniquity,  and  remember  our  fins  no  more,  Jer.  xxxi. 
^<  ^4.  That  he  will  take  away  the  ftony  heart,  and 
**  give  us  a  heart  of  flefh,  Ezek.  xxxvi.  26.  That  he 
'*  will  put  his  f<?ar  in  our  hearts,  and  |;tve  us  hearts  to 
^'  fear  him,  Jer.  xxxii.  30,  40.  That  he  will  caufe  us 
*'  towalkinhisftatutes,  Ezek.  xxxvi.  27.  That  he  will 
*'  not  turn  away  from  us  to  do  us  good,  and  that  we 
"  (hall  not  depart  from  him,  Jer.  xxx.  40.  That  he  will 
*^  fend  fandified  rods  and  affliftions  when  they  are 
*^  needful,  Pfal.  Ixxxix  32.  That  he  will  put  his  fpirit 
^'  within  us,  Ezek.  xxxvi.  27*  And  thereupon  we  (haU 
*'  have  quickening,  ftrengthening,  and  fin- mortifying 
*^  influences.  And,  laftly,  which  comprehends  all,  that 
"  he  will  be  our  God,  and  we  fhall  be  his  people,"  Jer. 
xxxi.  33.  Thus  you  fee  what  a  foul-profiting  ordinance 
this  is ;  to  flight  it  then,  muft  be  a  dreadful  defpifiog 
of  your  mercies,  and  a  wronging  of  your  own  fouls. 

VI.  Let  me  put  you  in  mind  with  what  gladnefs  the 
Ifraelites  of  old  did  welcome  the  news  of  the  celebration 
of  their  paflbver,  in  the  room  of  which  Chrift  hath  in- 
ftituted  to  us  the  Lord's  fupper.  O  what  joy  did  it  occa- 
fion  in  Jerufalem,  when  the  trumpet  was  blown  by  the 
prieft,  to  give  intimation  to  the  people  of  the  day  of  the 
pafTover  !  How  cheerful  was  the  pfalmift's  heart,  when 
he  faith,  Pfal.  Ixxxi.  1.3.  "  Make  a  joyful  noife  untothc 
God  of  Jacob  :  Blow  up  the  trumpet  in  the  new-moon, 
in  the  time  appointed,  on  our  folemn  fcaft-day  !"  This 
feaft  was  ftill  obferved  upon  the  fifteenth  day  after  the 
firft  appearance  of  the  new-moon  :  And  not  having  al- 
manacks, as  we  have,  to  forewarn  them  of  it,  they  ufed 
to  fend  men  to  the  top  of  the  hill  to  watch  for  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  new-moon,  who,  aflbon  as  they  faw  it, 
did  run  to  tell  the  prieft,  that  he  might  blow  the  trum* 
pet,  and  give  the  welcome  notice  of  it  to  the  peopic> 
who  received  the  news  with  univerfal  joy.  And  have 
not  we,  Chriftiahs,  more  caufe  to  rejoice  at  the  intima* 
tion  of  our  gofpel-paflover,  in  which  we  have  Chrift 
crucified,  with  all  his  benefits,  far  more  evidently  fc' 
forth  before  our  eyes,  than  the  people  of  the  Jews  had- 

Alas  ?  it  is  fadly  to  be  regretted,  that  in  our  age  many 

people 
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:oplc  do  oft  hear  the  friver  trumpet  of  the  ppofpcl 
unding  loud  and  lon^,  calling  them  to  the  feaft  of  the 
eat  king,  but  are  not  fuitably  affe£lcd  therewith.  Were 
is  gTfeat  gofpel-ordinance,  like  the  Jewifh  paflbver^  tp 
;  celebrated  but  in  one  place  in  all  the  woild  ;  with 
hat  zeal  and  defire  would  people  flock  thither,  to  be- 
>ld  it  and  partake  of.  it  ?  And,  why  (hould  we  not 
►me  with  the  fimc  afFeftion  and  devotion  now,  when 
e  have  it  celebrated  in  many  places  ?  Shall  our  hearts 
J  evil,  becaufe  God  is  good  ?  Shall  we  defpife  n^rcies 
hen  they  are  given  in  plenty  ?  Surely  the  frequent  oc- 
ifions  we  have  of  this  blefled  feaft,  (hould  fill  our  hearts 
ith  the  greateft  thankfulnefs  to  the  bountiful  maker 
".it,  as  they  did  the  Chriftians  in  the  apoftolic  age. 
But,  befides  thefe  arguments  for  the  neceffity  of  the 
ity  of  coftnmunicating,  I  (hall,  in  the  next  place,  (hew 
le  greatnefs  of  the  (in  and  danger  of  neglefting  it. 

I.  You  are  hereby  f;uilty  of  difobcdience  to  the  com- 
and  of  the  higheft  King  and  Sovereign  in  the  world  j 
ly,  of  that  King  tp  whom  you  have  fworn  allegiailoc 
.  baptifm.  Is  Jefus  Chrift  your  fovcreign,  and  wiH  yoa 
3t  obey  his  laws  ?  Perhaps,  if  you  neglefted  any  other 
'  his  commands,  fuch  as  to  pray,  give  alms,  -or  to  hear 
ic  word,  for  one  Lord's  day,  conscience  would  fmitc 
>u  for  it ;  and  have  you  no  check  for  difobeying  this 
Mnmand  which  he  gave  in  the  moft  folemn  manner  ; 
ly,  a  charge  which  our  dying  Teftator  gave  ua  when 
s  heart  was  full  of  forrow  for  -us,  and  when  he  was 
ring  to  underly  God's  wrath  in  the  garden,  be  bound 

Si  malefa^or,  and  led  away  to  the  curfsd  tree  for  us  i 
s  the  fovereign  Lord,  who  gave  us  this  command, 
ith  an  undoubted  right  to  our  obedience,  both  by*  na- 
re  and  dear  purchafe  *,  (b,  by  the  negleft  of  it,  we  arc 

once  guilty  both  of  defpifing  the  authority  of  juft 
>wer,  and  the  obligation  of  a(toni(hing  love. 

II.  What  a  (in  muft  it  be  to  defpife  a  facramcnt,  which 
one  of  the  moft  folemn  ordinances  of  this  great  King  ? 
ou  will  readily  acknowledge,  that  it  is  our  indifpenli-. 
e  duty  to  receive  the  facrament  of  baptifm,  and  that 
is  a  great  fin  to  negledi  it.    And  why  do  you  not  own 

le  (ame  of  the  Lord's  fepper,  feeing  the   fame  Lord, 

who 
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who  Ciid>  Mat.  xxriti.  19.  <<  Go  teadi  and  baptize  til ' 
*^  nations,  (aid  alio  Luke  xxii.  19.  Do  this  in  retnem- 
**  branch  of  me  ?"  So  that  you  have  the  fame  audiority 
for  both  facraments.  What  abfurd  inconBflency  are 
fomc  then  guilty  of,  who  think  if  their  children  die 
without  baptifm  (though  there  be  no  (info!  negted  in 
the  cafe)  it  endangers  their  falvation,  but  are  not  afintfid 
themfelves  to  live  and  die  without  the  Lord's  fupper, 
though  their  negleft  be  wilful  and  finful  ?  Surely  the 
pra£tice  of  many,  who  overvalue  one  facrament,  and 
undervalue  anotlier,  is  mod  unaccountable. 

IlL  By  declining  to  partake  of  the  Lord's  fupper,  yott 
do  \ipon  the  matter  renounce  your  baptifm  (tho*  the  fa- 
cramcnt  you  pretend  to  eftcem)  feeing  hereby  you  refufe 
to  be  Chriftians  of  free  choice,  and  inefiedl  lay,  you  will 
not  (land  to  thefe  engagements  your  parents  took  on  in 
your  name,  but  will  be  at  liberty  to  believe  what  you 
pleafe»  pra£^ife  what  you  fancy,  and  ferve  the  devil, 
the  world,  and  the  flefh,  as  long  as  you  think  fit.  T(Mi 
may  profess  the  Chriftian  religion  ;  but  you  are  ncvef 
Chriftians  by  an  aft  of  your  own,  until  you  prcfent 
yourfelves  at  the  Lord's  table,  and  there  perfonallj  own 
your  baptifmal  engagements,  and  openly  avouch  the 
Lord  Jcfus  Chrift  to  be  your  Saviour,  confent  to  hifl 
religion,  and  dedicate  yourfelves  to  his  fervice.     Hear* 
ing  of  fcrmons  is  not  a  fufficient  tcft  of  your  doing  fo  j 
for  many  do  this  from  curiofity  or  cuftom,  more  than 
any  other  principle  ;  but  the  Lord's  fupper  is  the  ordi- 
nance which  Chrift  has  inftituted  chiefly  for  the  forc- 
faid  ends.     How  great  then  muft  the  fin  and  danger  01 
wilful  neglefting  it  be  ?     In  eflfeft,  it  is  no  lefs  tha^ 
an\)pcn  denying  of  Chrift  before  men  ;  and  fuch,  l*^ 
fays,  ^  he  will  deny  before  his  Father  in  heaven."      -* 
would  have  all,  who  bear  the  name  of  Chriftians,  to  r^' 
member  this ;  and,  as  they  would  not  be  reckoned  ^^ 
mong  thofe  that  renounce  Chrift  and  his  religion,  \^ 
them  not  contemn  that  ordinance,  which  is  the  appoint 
cd  badge  of  the  Chriftian  profeflion. 

IV.  To  negleft  the  Lord's  fupper  is  a  moft  unthank:^ 
ful  requital  of  the  kindnefs  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chriftr:^ 
in  coming  to  free  us  from  the  burdcnfome  fervice  of  th^ 

lega 
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legal  fefvices^  rites,  azi4  ii)(litutions.  If  we  did  rightly 
confider  what  we  aie  bound  to  by  the  fubgediion  wc  owe 
to  a  ferereign  Lord»  and  by  the  g:ratitude  we  owe  t» 
a  kind  benefa£):or ;  tbo'  he  had  injoined  a  great  number 
of  cx>ftly  and  laborious  rites,  aiid  had  laid  upon  us  a  yoke 
more  heavy  tham  that  of  the  Jewifh  ccresuofiies,  yet  in 
j'uftice  we  (hould  have  thought  all  but  a  fmall  homage 
to  his  greatnefsy  and  a  fnnaU  acknowledgement  of  his  in- 
finite lore.  But  now,  when  in  his  mercy  he  hath  freed 
us  ffom  the  yoke  oi  ceremonial  bondage^  and,  befide 
b^ptifm^  hath  ^^ppointed  but  tliis  one  facred  rite  for  us 
to  obfenre,  and  one  that  is  neither  coftly  nor  troublefome, 
but  moft  ea£y  and  pleafant ;  what  moriAers  of  ingrati-^ 
tnde  ihall  we  make  ourf«lves,  if  we  flight  this  his  gra- 
cious inftittttion  ? 

V.  By  negle£king  this  divine  ordiirance,  yott  put  great- 
er contempt  upon  the  true  aikd  living  God,  than  hea- 
thens da  upon  their  dumb  idols.     How  great  is  the  re* 
iptfk  that  fome  brutifh  idolaters  (how  to  idols,  who  cut 
ibcir  fle(h,  fbed  thcii  blood,  facrifice  their  children,  andt. 
flick  at  nothing,  though  never  fo  hard  or  painful,,  to  tef* 
tify  their  homage  and  obfeqisioufnefs  to  their  ugly  dei- 
ties !  And  (hall  we,  Chriftians>  profefled  fcrvants  of  the 
glocioiis  So&  of  God,iOur  fovereign  Lord  and  Redeemer^ 
ticf^(k  his  eafy  inftitution,  and  refufe  to  pteafe  him  ia 
£>  fmall  a  thing !  Surely  the  barbarous  favages  will  rife 
upia  jiidgmcnt  with  niany  profef&d  Chriftian^,  and  con- 
demn them  for  their  difobedience.     You^  perhaps,  oa 
ibmc  occafions,  will  profefs  to  pity  the  blind  heathens 
TknA  bnitifti  Indians,  who  are  ftrangers  to  Chriftianity, 
^xftd  live  and  die  in  darknefs  ;  but,  have  not  we  as  much 
^eaibia  to  pity  youi,  who  dtfown  and  j^r  contempt  on 
^hat  boly  region  you  were  educated  in^  and  thereby  put 
y^our&lves  in  a  condition  worfe  than  theirs  ?     For,  the 
^Apoftle  tel!s  U8>  that  it  is  ^'  better  not  to  have  known 
^he  way  of  truth,  than,,  after  we  have  known  it,  to  turn 
^wray  &om  the  holy  comnnandment,"  2  Pet.  u.  21.  And 
Our  Saviour  faith,  thart  it  will  be  more  tolerable  for  the 
cHrk  cities  of  "  Tyre  and  Sidon^  at  the  day  of  judgjncnt, 
%2ian  it  will  he  for  tlie  enligl^ened  Capernaum  and  Beth- 
^tda^*'  Matt.  xxi.  n*    Your  k»o\i'ied^e  and  proCelTioa 
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of  the  truths  of  the  Chnnian  religion  do  very  much  ag- 
gravate your  difobeHience  to  the  laws  and  inftitutions 
thereof.  You  thiiik  their  condition  dreadfaU  that  fay 
there  is  no  God,  and  no  doubt  it  is  fo ;  but  what  better 
U  your  cafe  ?  you  acknowledge  there  is  a  God,  but  liv& 
as  if  you  defied  him,  by  open  contemning  and  ncgled— 
ing  of  \\\s  ordinances. 

VI.  By  flighting  this  ordinance,  you  contemn  the  moft. 
advantageou  offer  that  ever  God  made  unro  men.  .Hpr^=" 
God  the  Father  ofTercth  to  make  over  Chrifl  to  you^ 
and  all  his  purchafe,  and  fe;il  your  right  thereto.     Par- 
ticularly to  give  you  his  blcfTed  Son,  as  your  "  wifdom». 
rightecufntfs,  fan6iificatijn,  and  reden  ption,'*  i  Cor.i* 
3c.     As  your  \*ifdom,  to  enlighten  you,  and  free  yoik 
from  ignorance  j  as  your  righteoufnefs,  to  juflify  you^ 
and  free  you  from  the  guilt  of  fin  5  as  your  fanftifica- 
tion,  to  make  you  holy,  and  free  you  from  the  rcigninp 
power  and  pollution  of  fin  ;  as  your  nrdcmpiionj  to  re- 
llore  you  to  the  liberty  of  the  fens  of  God,  Kring  yott 
•to  the  inheritance,  and  free  you  eternally  from  fin  and 
fat?n,  hell  and   wrath.     Now,  O  finner,  if  thou  de- 
cline tt:  to  come  here  nnd  take  Chrifl  as  thy  wifdom,  how 
Iboliih  and  ignorant  mufl  thou.ftill   remain  ?     If  thott 
refufe  Chrlft  as  thy  righteoufnefs,  how  naked  and  guilty 
will  thy  foul  be  ?  If  thou  refufe  Ciirift  as  thy  fanftiBca- 
tion,  how  vile  and  polluted  mufl  thou  ftill  continue? 
If  thou  refufe  Chrift   as  thy  redemption,  who  will  re- 
deem thee  from  the  wrath  to  come  ? 

Confidtir  alfo  the  near  and   happy  relations  which 
Jefus  Clrifl:  himfelf  offereth  to  fland  in  to  thofe  who 
cordially  receive  him  in  this  ordinance  \  fuch  as  tb*' 
iil  a  mailer,  a  f  tther,  a  captain,  a  fliepherd,  a  brid^ 
groom,  and  hufband.     And,  how  great  muft  our  C^ 
and  dat^ger  be,  if  we  flight  fuch  kind  offers  !  If  you  r^' 
i'A^  Ciiiifl  as  a  mafler  now,  will  he  not  refufe  to  ow^ 
you  as  a  fervart  in  the  great  day  ?  If  you  refufe  him  3^ 
a  capl.iin,  will  he  not  reje6l  you  as  one  of  his  foldiers  ^ 
If  you  refufe  him  as  a  fliepherd,  will  he  not  deny  yoi^ 
as  or.c  of  his  fl-ecp  ?  If  you  refufe  him  r.s  a bridegrooit^ 
rnd  hun)and,  will  he  not  c*ifown  you  as   his  bride  an^ 
fpoufe  ?     And,  if  Chrifl  thus  difown  you  at  the  grca^ 
dnv,  hew  fearful  will  youi  condition  be  for  ever  ? 

VII^ 
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VI  Ncglcfling  this  feaft  of  memorial  is  a  thing  moft 
ireafonablc  in  itfelf,  as  being  againft  all  the  rules  of 
imanity  and  pr.i^^itude  Surely  it  is  moft  agreeable  to 
-ifon  and  equity,  that  all  Chriftians  (TioU'd  love  their 
cdeemer  and  oenef.;ftor,  and  keep  up  the  memorial  of 
55  great  adventures  for  ranfoming  their  fouls.  IS  it  not 
rnoft  rc^ifon^bh  demand,  and  a  very  fmall  return  he 
quires  of  you  for  all  his  love,  only  "  eat  and  drink  ia 
tnembrance  of  mt  V*     ft  ib  not,  Go  to  a  fcaffold  5  but 

►  to  a  well  covered  table:  It  is  not  to  bleed  and  burn, 
It  to  eit  and  drink  :  It  is  not  to  feed  on  the  bread  of 
Jiftion,  or  water  of  adverfity,  but  bread  that  ftrength- 
s  the  heart,  and  wine  that  dieers  the  drooping  fpirit ; 
licious  fare,  which  your  Saviour  hath  bleffcd  and 
'ectened  for  you*  Now^  muft  it  not  be  agaihll  all  rea- 
ti  to  refufe  this  agreeable  demand,  in  order  to  pre- 
"ve  the  niemory  of  the  love  of  your  incomparable  Mene^ 
Bor^  and  the  fufferings  of  your  dying  Friend^  which 

patiently  endured  for  you  ? 

Ingrateful  world  !  Can  ye  not  eridure  to  think  on 
at  which  Chnft  refufed  not  to  endure  for  you  ?    Did 

leave  the  giory  of  his  Father,  to  be  cloathed  with 
MX  nature,  and  to  dwell  in  a  flefhly  cott.?ge  ?  Did  he 
e  a  life  of  forrows  and  I'ufF-nngs,  and  at  laft  undergo 
fhameful,  paiufui,  and  curfcd  death  ?  Di-^l  he  rife  a- 
in,  and  af  rnd  on  high  to  prepare  manfions^  and  take 
flcfBon  of  them  for  you  ?  Doth  he  there  abide  to  a- 
m  4pd  plead  /our  caufe  with  God  ?  And,  do  ye  be- 
ve  th  t  he  is  (hortly  to  come  again  to  receive  you  to 
rifjfdf  ?   And,  will  ye  not  for  a  Ihort  while  here  keep 

>  the  remembr  ince  of  his  love  ?  O,  did  Chrift  drink 
"legar  on  the  crofs  for  you,  yea,  vinegar  made  bitter> 
c't,  and  poifonabic,  with  y  >ur  fins  ?  And  will  ye  not 
ink  wine  ^t  his  table,  thnt  is  fwectened  and  made  de- 
ious  with  the  choice  bleflings  01  his  love,  and  confo- 
ions  of  his  vSplrit  ?  Did  he  drink  a  cup  of  wr  ith  for 
U,  and  will  ye  ijot  drink  a  cup  of  bleiling  for  him, 
>,  for  yourfelves  ?  For,  the  advantage  is  only  yours. 
U  Chnftians,  had  we  the  due  imprLflionb  of  the  am  z- 
5  goodnefs  and  incojnparable  love  of  our  matchlefs 
-dcemeri  the  remembrance  whereof  he  enjoins  us  to 
^^01..  I.  Z  2  .  Vae^ 
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keep  up  in  this  ordinance ;  wc  would  fay.  Lord,  what 
is  fufficicnt  to  be  clone  in  memory  of  thit  love  ?    Every 
one  of  our  hearts  would  echo  back  at  Chrift's  call,  "  Do 
this  in  remembrance  of  me/'  Do  this!  Lord,  what  is  it  that 
I  would  not  do  for  thy  fake  ?  Glorious  Jefus,  didft  thou 
pafs  by  the  angels,  and  wouldft  have  no  nature  but  mine? 
V\\  then  flop  mine  ears  againft  the  folicitations  of  the 
world,  and  have  no  will  but  thine.       Renumber  thee  h 
Whom  (hall  I  remember  if  I  forget  thee  ?  "  If  I  forget 
thee,  O  my  Saviour,  let  my  tongue  cleave  to  the  roof  of 
my  mouth  :  If  I  remember  not  thee,  let  my  right  hand 
forget  her  cunning."     Lord,  I  cannot  but  blufh  when  I 
think  that  I  fliould  need  any  memento  or  token  to  keep 
up  the  remembrance  of  thee :  Ah  !  (hall  the  trifles  of 
the  world  find  room  enough  in  my  heart  and  memory, 
and  my  Redeemer's  love  have  fcarce  any  place  there? 
Lord,  hadft  thou  required  the  deareft  of  my  blood  and  . 
choicefl:  of  my  fubftance  to  be  offered  thee  in  acknow- 
ledgment of  it,  yea,  hadft  thou  demanded  my  life,  I  owe 
it  to  thee,  nay,  a  thoufand  lives,  if  I  had  them  :  And, 
fliall  I  not  cheerfully  give  thee  up  my  memory  and 
thoughts  when  thou  art  pleafed  to  a(k  them  ? 

O  then,  if  there  be  any  obligations  in  the  higheftau^ 
thority,  any  allurements  in  the  fweeteft  love,  any  reali- 
ty in  your  profeiTed  fubjedlion  to  Jefus  Chrift,  give  him 
this  proof  of  it,  cheerfully  obey  his  dying  charge,  meet 
with  his  people,  and  remember  his  love  at  his  feaft  oi 
memorial,  and  join  hymns  of  praife  'therewith.  0 
picafe  him  in  this  fo  eafy  and  fo  fmall  a  requeil. 

Vlll.  Finally,  I  would  have  you  to  remember  ho^^ 
provoking  the  negleft  of  this  ordinance  is  to  him  that 
inftltuted  it.  You  are  guilty  of  defpifing  the  grcateu 
preparation  which  tlic  King  of  kings  makes  for  his  fuh* 
jedls  •,  for  in  this  ordinance  he  doth,  as  it  were,  kill  th^ 
fatted  calf,  and  furnilh  his  table  with  the  choiceft  lai- 
ties of  heaven,  and  fend  forth  his  fervants  to  invite  uSi 
faying,  "  I  have  prepared  my  fuppcr,  coiAe  eat  of  n^T 
bread,  and  drink  of  my  wine  which  I  have  mingled  > 
all  things  are  ready,  come  to  the  marriage  "  So  great 
and  coltly  is  this  tewft,  that  it  coft  the  ma(ker  of  it  his 
own  life  to  prepare  it.     "  Pardon  of  fin,  peace  with 
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Sod,  and  communion  with  him,"  which  are  the  dain- 
ics  here  fet  before  you,  cod  Jefus  Chrift  no  lefs  than 
lis  life  to  purchafc  them  for  you.  And,  do  you  think 
his  glorious  King  ean  take  it  well  at  yourhands^  if  you 
nake  light  of  this  rare  and  toftly  feaft,  and  flight  all  the 
^reparation  he  hath  made  for  you  ?  Can  you  ever  expeft 
o  enjoy  communion  with  him  in  heaven,  if  you  flight 
he  offer  of  communion  with  him  upon  earth  ?  Nay, 
'ou  provoke  him  to  cut  you  off  eternally  from  his  prc- 
ence  :  For,  as  of  old,  the  Lord  threatened  catting  olF  to 
he  foul  of  him  that  neglefted  to  keep  the  paflbver,  be- 
:aufe  he  brought  not  the  offering  of  the  Lord  in  his  ap- 
pointed fcafon,  Num.  ix.  13.  fo  he  threatens  the  fame 
o  thpfe  who  fliould  flight  the  gofpel-feafts  typified  there- 
»y,  Zcch.  xiv.  16.  17.  »8.  Luke  xiv.  24.  We  fee  how 
lis  wrath  was  kindled  againfl:  thofe  that  nej^lecled  to 
:ome  to  the  marriage  of  the  king's  fon,  and  how  fevere- 
y  he  punifhed  them  for  it,  Matt.  xxii.  5.  7.  "  They 
nade  light  of  it,  and  went  their  ways,  one  to  his  farm, 
ind  another  to  his  merchandife/*  But,  when  the  king 
leard  thereof  he  was  wroth,  and  "  he  fent  forth  armies 
md  defl:royed  thefe  murderers,  and  burnt  up  their  city." 
HLe  reckons  your  eating  «#/,  no  lefs  fin  than  editing  irre^ 
uerently  ;  for,  as  by  this  you  are  guilty  of  profaning  the 
Lord's  body,  fo  by  the  other  you  are  guilty  of  defpifing 
t,  and  preferring  your  lulls  before  him,  which  is  a  crime 
M  heinous. 

Ohjtnions  Anfwered* 

Here  it  may  be  proper  to  anfwer  fome  objeflions 
wvhich  are  made  againft  partaking  of  the  Lord's  fuppcr  j 
whether  by  the  prophane,  flothful,  or  fcrupulous. 

ObjeB,  I.  Some  profane  perfons  think  meanly  of  this 
ordinance,  and  hence  they  negle£l  it.  What  needs  fo 
much  noife  (think  they)  about  this  matter  ?  It  is  but  eat- 
ing a 'little  bread,  and  drinking  a  fmall  portion  of  wine  \ 
what  efficacy  can  there  be  in  that  adtion .'       ' 

Anf.  This  ordinance  is  of  divine  authority,  and  not 
appointed  by  men  like  ourfelves.     It  hath  the  ftamp  of 

Z  Z  2  QVit 
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our  Ix>rd*8  irftirution,  wiMch  iliould  make  it  tobehij^ 
ly  Viilutrd  I  y  ail  Chriftians  :  For,  as  he  hath  wift*ly  in?? 
llituttfd  it  for  mod  import /^Dt  end-  and  ufes,  (b  he  wiH 
certainly  make  it  tffe£luai  unto  thefe  ends.     A  little 
parchment,  with  ink  and  wax  upon  it,  is  in  itfelf  a  fmaU 
thing  ;  yet,  being  of  le^'al  authority  and  inflitution  a«— 
mong  men,  it  ft*rveth  to  convey  a  ri^ht  and  title  to  agre&^ 
inheritance,  and  fo  it  becometh  highly  valuabie.     Th^s 
biazen  fcrpent,  that  was  lift  upon  a  pole  for  healing  th^ 
Ifraeliteij,  was  mean  to  the  outward  view ;  but,  being  cyf 
God'b  •  ppointment,  it  wa>  efftflual  for   he-dling,  ancS. 
therefore  none  would  defpife  it.    So  the  elements  in  thi^ 
facrament,  lowever  comirjon  or  mean  in  themfelvcSyycfc 
being  of  God's  appointment,  and  confecrated  for  (acred 
ufcs,  they  are  powerful  and  ciHcacious  to  the  believing; 
receiver,  for  tlie  great  ends  of  their  inflitution. 

ObjeB.  II.  We  may  remember  Cbrift  in  the  word  ^ 
and  what  need  is  there  for  doing  it  in  the  facrament  ? 

jinf,  ijl^  It  is  abominable  prefumption  to  think  our-— 
fclves  wifer  than  Jtfus  Chrift,  who  is  the  Wifdomofih^^ 
Father.  H/.th  he  thought  this  ordinance  needful  \  and^ 
will  any  man  judge  it  iieedlcfs  ? 

2dly^  The  word  only  prefents  Chrift  unto  the  car^ 
but  the  i-ord's  fupper  fete  forth  a  crucified  Chrift  unto 
the  eye. 

^dly^  There  is  more  than  a  fimple  remembering  of 
Chrilt  required  in  the  Lord*s  (upper  ;  there  is  alfo  a  re- 
newing of  baptifmal  enj^agemcnts,  and  a  ratifying  o^^ 
covenant  with  God.  And  i)efides,  our  Lord  hath  t^- 
fervfd  fome  fpecial  bleffings  anvl  communications  to  th^^ 
ordinance,  which  are  nowife  to  be  undervalued  o'^ 
flighted. 

ObjeB.  III.  It  is  hard  to  be  at  fo  much  pains,  and  t^ 
employ  fo  much  time  in  meditation,  cxanr.ination,  praj^^ 
er,  &c.  as  is  requifite  to  piepare  for  communicating. 

Anj.  ly?.  There  are  many  who  do  not  grudge  to  be  a ^ 
much  pains  and  travel,  and  frequently  to  hazard  thei^ 
lives,  both  by  fea  and  land,  for  a  little  temporal  gain  ^ 
and,  will  you  giudge  fome  pains  to  prepare  for  this  or-^ 

dinance^ 
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dinance,  which  feals  a  right  to  the  unfcarchable.  riches 
pf  Chriil,  and  by  means  whereof  you  might,  thro'  tlie 
diyinc  bleflfinpr,  be  enabled  to  fubdue  your  fins,  reform 
your  lives,  grow  in  prate,  and  be  made  ready  for  death 
and  judgment  ?  Ts  not  this  fpiritual  gain  better  than  the 
gain  of  a  whole  world  ? 

'  idly^  Are  there  not  many  who  throw  away  their 
hours  in  needlefs  pleafures  and  paftimrs  ?  And,  with 
"what  face  can  fuch  pretend  they  have  nor  time  to  exa- 
mine themfelves,  and  prepare  for  this  bleflcd  ordinance  ? 
\  What  are  thefe  trantient  pleafurej*  of  ti  "ne  you  are  fo 
fond  of,  to  the  comfortable  views  of  an  intcreil  in  Chrift, 
and  of  living  with  him  throughout  eternity,  which  may^ 
l^e  got  at  his  tabic  ? 

3^/y,  Will  you  be  at  no  pains  to  pleafe  that  Ring  and 
Sovereign,  to  whom  you  have  fworn  allegiance,  or  to  o- 
bey  the  command  and  dying  charge  of  your  great  Maf- 
^er  and  Saviour  ?  That  vile  impoftor,  iVlahomet,  for- 
l^ade  his  difciplcs  to  drink  wine ;  and  this  command 
^ath  been  religioufly  obferved  among  them  :  And,  (hall 
^»ir  renowned  Saviour,  who  is  Lord  of  angels,  and  (on 
^^  the  mod  high  God,  injoin  us  the  uf:r  of  the  wine  in 
^Hc  facrament ;  and,  will  any  of  his  difciples  adventure 
f '^  difobey  him  ?  **  Tell  it  not  in  Gath,  publifh  it  not 
*^  the  iheets  of  Afkelon."  Let  not  this  be  told  among 
l^urks,  Jews,  Infidels,  Atheifts,  and  the  reft  of  tTie  ad- 
''^xfaries  of  the  ChriiUan  religion,  left  they  ihould  in- 
^It  and  triumph. 

^tb!y^  Our  Lord  Jefus  had  a  ihoufand  more  difficnl- 
^^^s  and  difcouragements  in  the  work  of  our  redemp- 
'*''^n,  and  yet  he  did  not  Oirink  back,  as  you  do  from 
~^>mmuiiicating.  He  never  obje£ted,  "  The  fca  is  deep, 
c:annot  wade  it ;  the  crofs  is  heavy,  I  cannot  bear  it ; 
^«  cup  is  bitter,  1  cannot  drink  it  j  the  wrath  is  terri- 
^'^,  I  cannot  endure  it.'*  He  did  not  plead,  tho'  he  had 
r-^ufe,  "  The  work  is  hgro,  it  will  coft  me  dear;- and 
•  Chall  meet  with  an  unthanktul  world,  that  will  flight 
^  'y  love,  rcfufe  my  offers,  and  diffpile  my  inftitutions." 
^^;  he  overlooked  all  that,  and  went  cheerfully  thro' 
^is  fufFerings  :  *'  With  defire  have  I  defired  (faith  he) 
^'^  eat  this  paflbver,  ihe  cup  that  the  Father  hath  given 
f^^,  (hail  I  not  drink  it  r"     Wuen  ihe  ¥^\htt  c?^\t^ 
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him  to  drink  the  very  dregs  of  the  cup  of  trembling  for 
you,  he  readily  anfwered,  ^*  Lo,  I  come,  I  delight  to  do  It^ 
thy  will."  But  when  he  calls  you  to  take  the  cup  o( 
falvation,  and  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord ;  what 
jrrudging .  ;Mid  backdrawing  is  tliere  with  you  !  Had 
Chrifl:  fo  great  dcfirc  after  the  bitter  cup  of  God's  wialh 
on  your  account ;  and  have  you  no  defire  after  the  cup 
of  blefnng  in  the  facramcnt  ?  Did  he  go  fo  chccrfullj 
to  die  for  you  ;  and,  are  you  unwilling  to  go  and  feaft 
with  him  ?  Be  aftoniilied,  O  heavens,  at  this  ingratitude ! 
How  wretched  and  pervcrfc  a  creature  is  man  !  Still 
he  ^\ould  be  flying  in  the  face  of  God's  authority:  For, 
when  God  faid  to  him,  *^  Eat  not  of  this  forbidden 
fruit  •,"  then  he  will  needs  eat,  tho'  it  ruin  him.  But 
when  God  faith,  "  Eat  of  this  bread  ;"  he  is  backward ' 
to  do  it,  tho'  it  be  for  his  eternal  welfare.  O  how  long 
doth  a  patient  and  merciful  God  bear  with  us  ! 

ObjeB,  IV.  I  am  fo  ftated  with  my  worldly  biiGnefsi 
that  1  cannot  get  time  to  prepare  myfelf  in  fecrct,  an<^ 
give  fuch  attendance  in  public  as  is  needful,  and  £>  ^ 
cannot  come. 

Aff.  \Jly  Doth  not  your  bufmefs  afford  you  time  to 
cat,  drink  and  fleep,  and  converfc  with  unprofitable 
company  ;  and,  can  you  find  no  time  to  converfc  witl"^ 
(iod  iii  his  ordinances,  or  to  prepare  for  meeting  aa^ 
dwelling  with  God  throughout  eternity  ? 

2^4*»  ^^"  y^"  \\'^^t  any  greater,  any  better  bufineft  \^^ 
the  world,  than  to  remember  the  love  of  a  dying  Saviou  ^^ 
to  put  your  fouls  in  order  to  meet  with  him  at  his  tabl(?^^^ 

and  there  to  feal  a  covenant  with  him,  and  receive  pledg ' 

cs  from  him  of  his  pardoning  and  redeeming  love  ?    I^^^ 
there  any  bufinefs  upon  earth  fo  preferable  to  this  ? 

3^i^,  When  iicknefs  and  death  come,  you  mufl  find-^ 
time  to  attend  them  whether  you  will  or  not ;  all  your*^^ 
bufinefs  mufl  of  necefijty  give  place  to  them.     And,  -^ 
mufl  you  find  time  to  be  fick  and  die,  how  foon  the  fum-     "* 
mons  Cometh  -,  and  will  you  not  find  time  in  your  health 
to  prepare  for  ficknefs  and  death  before  they  come  ? 
Now,  if  you  would  take  time  duly  to  prepare  for  the 
Lord's  fupper,  you  fhould  not  be  found  unprepared  for 
death  \  for  the  fame  preparation  is  needful  for  both 
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ObjeEf.  V.    But,  fay  fom(?,'we  arc  not  fit  for  the 
•  Lord's  tabic,  (and  perhaps  it  is  very  true  :)  Why  ?  Wc 
have  but  looft  lives  and  converfations  ;  there  is  fomc  bad 
company  we  cannot  be  free  of,  fomc  fins  wc  cannot 
get  left ;  and  fo  we  cannot  co'dc  to  the  Lord's  table, 
Anf  ijl  God  will  furely  look  upon  it  as  no  other  than 
^-     a  mocking  of  him,  to  fay,  you  are  not  drefled  for  this 
feaft,  when  indeed  you  never  went  about  to  make  your- 
fclvcs  ready.    Nay,  he  will  look  upon  it  as  the  moft  hei- 
nous wickednefs,  for  you  to  go  on  wilfully  in  your  fms 
and  wicked  courfes,  and  then  to  make  your  fins  an  ex- 
cufe  for  the  negle£t  of  thofe  duties  he  commands  you. 
idly^  If  you  fay,  yo\x  are  not  fit  for  the  Lord's  fupper 
here;  you  muft  confefs  you  are  lefs  fit  for  the  marriage- 
foppcr  of  the  Lamb  above.      And,  ho.w  can  you  live 
wic  day  contendediy  in  that  condition  you  dare  not  ven- 
tre to  die  in  ;  or,  if  you  die  in  it,  you  muft  be  cter- 
Jially  excluded  from  heaven  ?  Confider  then,  O  profane 
^nner,  although  you  may  now  fit  Chrift's  charming  call 
^0  come  to  his  table  and  remember  him,  you  cannot  ^t 
^^s  alarming  call  to  come  to  his  tribunal  to  anfwer  bc- 
^•^rc  him.     And,  how  can  you  think  to  look  upon  that 
face  with  comfort  at  that  day,  which  now  you  have  no 
P'Cafure  to  behold  in  the  fymbols  of  bread  and  wine  ? 

2^^yj  Let  me  aflc  thee,  O  profane  man,  do  you  intend 

*o  repent  and  leave  your  fins;  or  do  you  not  ?  If  you  do 

^^t  intend  it,  then  it  is  in  vain  to  treat  with  you, feeing  you 

Wilfully  make  choice  of  everlafting  burnings    But  there 

•are  few  fo  gracelcfs  and  wicked,  but  will  fay  they  have 

^'^tetitions  to  do  it.     Well,  if  your  intentions  be  heXrty 

^^^  fincere,  furely  you  will  put  them  fpeedily  in  exe- 

^^tion  :     And,  if  you  do  this,  your  objeftion  evanifh- 

^'^  5  your  bad  life  can  no  longer  hinder  you  from  this 

^''dinance,  feeing  all  penitent  reforming  finners  are  wel- 

^^rrie  to  Chrift,  and  to  his  table  aifo,  whatever  their 

^^'nier  lives  have  been. 

GbJeSi.  VL  But  (faith  one)  I  am  not  in  charity  with 
r^y  neighbours  •,  I  am  at  variance  with  fuch  a  perfon  that 
f^^^h  injured  me;  and  fo  I  cannot  come  to  the  Lord's 
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-^flf*  l^»  I  .<lo  acknowledge,  the  want  of  love  to  our 
neighbours,  and  the  entertaining  of  angry  iirife  and  dif- 
cord  with  them,  do  very  much  difcompofe  and  unfit  oi 
for  approaching  to  this  feaft  of  love  ;  and  therefore  wc 
ihouid  ufe  all  endeavours  to  remove  thefe  impediments  i 
before  hand. 

2^/y,  Suppofc  thy  neighbour  hath  done  thee  wrong,  ^ 
and  given  you  juft  ground  cf  difpleafure  with  him  }  yet 
you  ought  to  ufe  endeavours  to  get  the  difference  re- 
moved, by  feeking  to  convince  him  of  his  fault,  and 
Aewing  your  rcadinefs  to  forgive  him^  and  be  recon- 
ciled with  him. 

3J/y,  Suppofe  thy  neighbour,  after  all  Chriftian  me- 
thods taken  with  him,  perfifts  in  his  injuries  without 
repentance  or  reparation  ;  it  is  no  uncharitablenefs  to 
be  difpleafed  with  him,  if  thy  anger  keep  within  juft 
bounds,  and  thou  doft  not  hate  his  perfon,  or  ftudy  re- 
venge againft  him.     Hie  Apoftle  faith,  Eph.   iv.  26. 
•*  Be  angry,  and  fin  not,*'  whence  we  fee,  that  angct 
may  be  ftrparatcd  from  fin.    Now,  what  is  not  {in,^oth 
not  make  us  unfit  for  this  holy  ordinance.    A  man  may 
be  innoceiuJy  angry,  when  he  is  juUly  difpleafed  with 
•another,  both  for  ollenctirg  God  and  himfelf ;  but  in  th^ 
mean  ti-me,  is  fo  f.ir  frorn  dc firing  revenge,   or  feckin^ 
his  hurt,  that  he  pities  and  prays  for  the  injurious  per- 
fon, and  is)  ready  to  render  gocd  for  evil.     Now,  whei^ 
this  is  the  cale,  as  our  anger  or  difpleafure  doth  not  in-*" 
difpcfe   us   for  the   facrament,    fo  neither  Ihould  ou^ 
neighbour's  unchriilian  bel.aviour  i:nd  backwardnefs  XC^ 
reconciliation,  deter  us  from  our  duty,  or.  tempt  us  tC^ 
deprive  ourfeives  of  the  benefit  of  this  ordinance. 

4/^/y,  but  if  you   be  of  the  number  of  thofe  ^\)C^ 

keep  up  quarrels  with  your  neighbours,  are  of  unforgiv 

ing  and  revengeful  fpirits  ;  you  are  altogether  unfit  foi^^ 
liiis  ordinance,  and  Ihould  tremble  to  approach  it  in  fucli^^ 

*4  condition  ;  feeing  in  eflccl  you  renounce  Chi  ill  as  a  Sa 

\iour,  rt  jedl  his  example,  ard  cicfp.fe  his  precepts.  You-^ 
cannot  pray  a-  he  dir^cls,  "  forgive  us  our  trelpaifes,  as 
wc  forgive  ih.  m  that  trtfpafj*  agair.il  us  •,  for  this  were 
noothvrthana  feirful  impreciiton  of  wrath  againit 
youifelvcs.  V>\.ii!d  ycu  tiien  Have  icigivtncfs  of  the  in- 
juries 
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tes  you  hare  dene  to  God  ?  would  you  have  this  blcf- 
l  felled  to  you  in  tl^e  f4Praaient9  and  opeoly  declared 
the  great  day  ?  then  be  re^dy  to  forgive  thofe  that 
aog  you»  lay  ivfide  quarreU,  abhor  revenge,  ht  not 
fun  go  down  upon  your  wrath,  feek  peace,  and 
sndfbip  with  all,  Remember^  that  thofe  who  hiir- 
\x  wrath  and'  maliec  in  their  hearts,  are  39  unfit  to 
lear  at  God's  tribunal  as  at  hi9  table* 

%*^,  VJL  ^'  Though  we  be  not  in  eafe  for  tWa,  yet 

rcfolve  to  prepare  and  go  to  the  next  communion/* 
4nf*  ly?,  All  delays  in  well-doing  arc  highly  dange- 
is^  and  particularly  in  the  prefent  cafe.  For,  ift^ 
jwr  lives  are  wholly  unceitain,  you  may  not  live  to 

another  communion.  Many  were  alive  at  the  laft 
iimunion^  that  are  now  dead,  and  fixed  in  tlieir  cver- 
iing  lot  %  and  many  now  living  will,  in  all  likelihood, 
in  the  fame. (late  before  the  nc^t  coromunion  \  and 
)  know  not  but  you  may  be  among  them.    And,  if 

cpnfidcr  what  ftinging  reflections  the  flighters  of 
riflt  ajid  bis  inftitutiona  will  have  through  eternity; 
refore  neglect  not  the  prefent  opportunity. 
li^>  Though  God  ftipuld  fpare  you  t9  fee  another 
afion  of  this  fort,  what  ground  have  you  to^  think 
L  (hall  be  more  willing  or  fit  to  comn\unicate^  then, 
a  at  prefent  ?  Do  you  not  4cnow  that  by  delays  the 
ct  is  (till  the  more  hardened^  and  the  habits  of  fin 

more  ftrcngthened  ?  And,  if  you  refufc  to  hearken 
God's  call  now,  he  may  refufe  to  hear  your  cry  af- 
»irard,  Zecb.  vii,  13.  . 

>^V/?.  VIII,  "  But>  fay  fome  fcrupulous  and  doubting 
l^  tKis  is  an  awful  and  tren\endous  ordinance  :  and 
I  not  fafe  for  fuch  poor,  unworthyi  and  unprepared 
Bitures  as  we  are,  to  meddle  with  itt" 
^^f'  iJU  It  is  very  ordinary  for  people  to  run  into 
remes  about  this  ordinance*  Either  they  entertain 
low  an  opinion,  or  elfp  they  have  too  frightful 
Ughts  of  it  :^  And  both  thefe  are  to  be  equally  guard<^ 
^gaifift.  Itemember,  that  the  facrament  was  not  in- 
4ted  to  terrify  believers,  but  to  bring  them  into  con* 
/oL.  I.  3  A  vcrfe 
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verfe  and  familiarity  with  their  Lord  and  SaTiaur^  nxA 
to  give  them  the  tokens  and  cntimaticms  of  his  loit 
And  why  (houid  a  feaft  of  love  be  terrible  to  us  ? 

idhy  Every  man,  in  a  legal  fenfe»  \%  unworthy  to  ap- 
proacn  to  this  holy  table :  We  are  all  as  an  unclean 
thingy  and  our  righteoufnefs  is  as  filtliy  rags  befoit 
'  God.  But  he  is  gracioufly  pleafe^  to  accept  of  diem 
who  abhor  thetnfelves  for  their  pollution^  and  feek  (hd- 
ter  under  the  covert  of  Chrift's  righteoufnefs. 

"^dlp  How  long  will  ye  make  ufe  of  this  exctifeof  on- 
fitneis  and  unpreparednefs  ?  Do  ye  intend  to  do  it  all 
your  days  ?  Or,  will  it  be  of  any  ufe  to  you  when  you 
are  called  to  die  ?  When  God  commands  you  to  die, 
will  you  have  confidence  to  fay,  Lord,  I  cannot  obey 
at  this  time,  for  I  am  not  prepared  ?  No,  no ;  it  wooU 
be  in  vain  then  to  hang  back,  feeing  death  will  not  fpaie 
when  it  gets  commiffion,  whether  prepared,  or  unpre- 
pared. Would  you  not,  therefore,  in  fucb  a  cafe,  ftt 
about  immediate  preparation,  and  do  what  you  are  able 
to  get  yourfelves  prepared  for  death  ?  So  do  in  this  caie: 
When  Chrift  commands  you  to  come  to  his  table,  though 
matters  be  fadly  out  of  order  with  you,  yet  fet  abotit 
the  work  in  obedience  to  his  command,  prepare  what 
ye  are  able,  ;and  look  to  him  for  ftrength,  who  pities  the 
.  weak,  and  accepts  of  fincere  mints  at  duty. 

OhjeB.  IX. "  But  (fome  may  infift  to  fay)  we  arc  un- 
worthy ;  for  we  have  not  only  many  defefts  in  our  Hrcs, 
but  alfo  many  inward  diftempers,  heart-plagues,  ha^* 
ntff,  deadnefs,  darknefs,  prevailing  corruptionsi**  &c« 

^^f'  l/^>  No  wonder  you  complain  of  many  diftcm- 
pcrs,  when,  you  rcfufe  the  means  of  healing.  May  not 
God  look  upon  it  as  diflimulation,  to  complain  of  the 
hardnefs  of  your  heart,  while  you  come  not  to  apply  the 
blood  of  Clirift  to  foften  it;  or  of  the  prevailing  of  your 
corruptions,  while  you  come  not  to  Chrift's  crofs  to.fub- 
due  them.  No  wonder  that  God  withdraw  from  you' 
fouls,  when  ycu  withdraw  from  your  duty.  No  won- 
der you  are  ftrangers  to  fpiritual  joy,  when  you  will  not 
come  to  draw  water  out  of  the  wells  of  falvation.  No 
wonder  you  complain  of  the  weaknefs  of  grace,  whe^ 
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rou  will  not  make  ufe-  of  the  rAcans  for  ftrengthening 
t.-  Many  have  found- at  this  ordinance  a  cure  for  all 
heir  difeafes,  a  fupply  to  all  their  wants,  and  ananfwer 
:o  all-  th<^ir  complaints. 

.  Zi^/vv  Study  to  do  youT  part  by  fericus  preparation, 
md  you  may  expcft  God  will- not  fail  to  vlo  his  part: 
Spread  oiit'your  fores  and  difcafrs  bcff^re  tlie  great. Phy- 
ician,  and  look  unto  him. for  healing ;  prefb  through  all 
loubts  and  difcouragements' towards  hira,  believing  you 
hall  be  healed,  if  you  can  but  touch  the  hem  of  hisgar- 
ncTit.  If  you  (incerely,  heartily,  and  impartially,  repent 
>f  all  known  fins,  and  rely  on  Jefus  Chrill  for,  mercy 
ind  pardon,  you  have  no  reafon  to  queftion  but  you 
hall  be  welcome  guefts  at  the  Lord's  table,  although  you 
5nd  in  your  hearts  many  infirmities  and  plagues,  and 
n  your  lives  many  defe£ls  and  Ihort- comings, 

ObjeB.  X.  "  But  (fay  fome)  that  word  damnation  frights  . 
36,  I  Cor.  xi.  29.  It  is  terrible  to  eat  and  drink  damna- 
rion  to  ourfelvc5,  as  unworthy  communicants  do.'' 

Anf  It  is^  very  true,  unworthy  communicants  are  lia- 
ble to  damnation ;  but  fo  alfo  are  all  other  finners  : 
Whofoever  he>rs  the  word  unworthily,  or  prays  unwor- 
:litly,  incurs  the  peril  of  damnation,  as  well  as  he  that 
rommunicates  unworthily ;  and  yet  you  do  not  think 
(Tou  ought  to  defift  from  hearing  or  praying  on  that  ac- 
count, and  why  only  from  communicating  ?  Every  fin, 
xideed,  is  daiVming  in  its  own  nature,  and  fo  is  unwor- 
thy receiving  in  a  fpecial  manner  :  But  fincere  repent- 
ng  and  believing  in  Chrift  is  an  expedient  againft  this 
is  well  as  other  fins  j  for  "  the  blood  of  Chiiit  cleanfeth 
LIS  from  all  fins." 

OhjeEl,  XI.  *^  Wepe  afraid  (fay  fome)  to  come  and 
-nter  into  covenant  with  God,  and  take  on  vows  at  the 
Lord's  table,  left  we  do  not  keep  them,  but  fall  again 
into  new  fins,  and  fo  increafe  our  guilt."  . 

Anf,  \fly  If  it  were  left,  as  a  matter  of  indifference, 
to  come  to  or  abfent  yourfelves  from  txae  Lord's  table, 
^6  you  pleafed,  your  objeftion  might  be  pertinent ; 
bu^  remember,  this  is  a  duty  injoined  under  the  high- 
eft 


eft  painB.  You  fee  what  featfttl  deftni&ioii  calne  up 
on  them  diat  refufed  to  come  to  the  tnarmgc4iip()er^ 
Mttti  xxii.  7. 

2dly^  It  is  good  always  to  be  jeahnu  ^  onrfehrei ;  far 
'^we  have  good  leafoo  for  it,  confidcriiq^  the  decchfal- 
ncfi  cf  our  hcatts.  But  this  (hould  not  keep  «s  from 
the  ordinance^  orinake  us  to  iiegle£k.oiir  doty. 

^dijy  Breach  cf  towsi  or  Gns  committed  after  a  li^ 
crameat,  though  they  be  of  greater  guilt  thfttt  other  fiaii 
vet  we  are  not  to  judge  them  unpardonable  \  for,  ^ 
IS  it  that  liveth  and  finneth  not  ?  Such  a  notion  per* 
haps  hath  poftfled  the  ignorant  MufboviteS)  who  en» 
deavour  to  nil  aikep  as  foon  as  they  have  receiired  tin 
facrtment,to  pierent,  by  that  nfican8>  any  occafion  of  fiiu 

4thl}y  There  is  ground  to  fufped,  that  thb  excafc  or 
pretence  is  not  real  with  many  ;  but  rather^  diat  tlief 
are  unwilling  to  come  under  new  bonds  and  engage- 
ments to  a  holy  life*  They  entertain  fome  afitdion  tb 
their  old  fins,  and  are  not  willing  to  renounce  tbefn  at 
together,  and  prepare  fmcerely  for  thb  holy  ondinaticCk 

Stbhy  If  you  be  fo  much  afraid  of  fih,  and  of  Gdning 
after  the  facrament ;  why  are  you  not  afiraid  of  this  fii 
of  neglecting  the  facrament,  which  I  (heired  befote  t# 
be  very  heinous  ?  Now,  why  do  you  Utc  in  this  fin  fo 
quietly  !  Surely,  if  you  were  afraid  of  all  fin,  ymt 
would  be  afraid  of  this  heinous  fin  too  ;  and  fo  would 
make  confciebce  of  preparing  youtfelves  for  the  Lori's 
table,  that  you  might  be  preferred  fron/dle  guilt  ^ 
flighting  this  folemn  ordinance.  • 

Lafttyy  Confidcr  you  are  not  to  v6w4nd  engage  hcis 
in  your  outi  Itrcngth,  but  in  the  ftrengtK'  of  thS  Lotd 
Jefus  •,  you  arc  to  truft  and  rely  upon  him,  **  wIk)  per* 
formtth  all  things  for  us,"  Pfal.  Iviii.  2.  for  he  is  be- 
come furety  for  our  duty,  as  well  as  for  our  debt.  No^i 
whatever  be  our  own  weakncfs,  we  (hould  not  fcrupic 
to  engage  with  fuch  an  able  furety. 
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Dllt«CT.  lit.  Belietc  and  be  perfuaded,  that  commu- 
nicating is  not  only  a  duty,  but  that  it  is  a  duty  in. 
cttmbent  Upon  you  to  communicate  £requ«atiy. 

BAPTISM  bcirtg  a  fatrametit  appointed  fot  the  Ini- 
tiation and  implantation  of  believers  into  the  church, 
it  is  to  be  received  but  once  by  the  fame  pcrfon,  and  not 
to  be  reiterated  :  But  the  Lorjl's  fupper  being  a  facra- 
ttttnt  iiiftitnted  for  the  nutrition,  increment,  and  growth 
of  believers,  it  is  often  to  be  received  and  repeated  by 
them.     And  this  may  be  confirmed  by  many  rcafons : 

1.  "  Frequent  partaking  of  the  Lord's  fcppef  is  in^ 
jOitied  by  the  fame  authority  >^'hich  inftituted  it."  For 
Chrift  tells  us,  that  we  are  not  only  to  cat  of  this  bread, 
and  drink  of  this  cup,  but  we  are  to  do  it  oj^en :  as  is 
Ttctted  by  the  apoftle,  i  Cor.  li.  25.  **  This  do  ye,  as 
ofl  iis  ye  drink  it,  in  remembrance  of  me."  And  again^ 
ttr*  ao.  **  As  often  as  ye  eat  this  bread,  and  drink  this 
cup,  ye  do  Ihew  the  Lord's  death  till  he  come."  Now^ 
lichen  OUT  Lord  doth  exprefsly  co'mm'and  the  duty  in  thefe 
WOtds,  Dt)  this  ih  rrmtmhranct  of  me ;  and  doth  twice 
ovetr  annex  the  word  ofT£n,  as  ncceflary  in  the  doing 
ctf  it ;  it  is  all  one  as  if  he  had  faid,  Do  this  often  in  rr- 
fhitnht&nce  of  me.  So  that  for  Chriftians  to  communi- 
cate feldom,  is  difobedicncc  to  Chrift,  and  a  contempt 
of  Divine  authority  :  For  our  Redeemer  is  God,  and  we 
ate  to  look  upon  his  commands  as  the  fame  with  the 
commands  of  God  the  Father,  feeing  he  approved  of  out 
Mediator,  and  of  everv  thing  he  did.'  Had  not  his  ift*-. 
ftitutions  been  agreeable  to  his  Father's  will,  he  had  not 
been  fo  welcomed  at  his  return  to  heaven,  and  advanced 
to  fuch  royal  dignity  to  fit  upon  his  throne  of  glory. 

I!.  «*  In  obedience  to  Chrift's  authority,  the  apoftles 
and  primitive  Chriftians,  did  frequently  partake  of  the 
Lord's  fupper  5'*  yea,  it  was  their  ordinary  pratftice  every 
Lord*s  day,  as  is  evident  from  Ads^xx.  7.  "  And,  up* 
on  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  wheK!  the  difciples  came 
together  to  break  bread,  Paul  preached  to  them."  The 
Chriftians  thete^  ate  brought  in  as  meeting  together  for 
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partaking  of  the  facramcnt,  (which  is  oft  exprefled  hj 
breaking  of  bread)  without  any  previous  warnings  be- 
caufe  it  was  their  ordinary  cuftoni  fo  to  do*. , '  And  this 
prqclice  was  kept  up  in  the  church  for  feveral  centuries 
after  the  apoilles  deaths  as  is  teftified  by  the  hiftorians 
and  fathers  of  s  the  ancient  church.     And,  from  their 
praftice  9f  conftant  breaking  of  bread  every  Lord's  day, 
the  day  was  anciently  called  Dies  panis^  Augtijl.  Ep^i, 
1 18.     And  this  primitive  pradice  (according  to  fome) 
was  grounded  upon  the  word,  Ezek.  xliii.  29.   "  And 
when  thefe  days  are  expired,  it  fhall  be  on  the  eighth 
day,  and  fo  forward,  the  priefts  fliall  make  your  burnt- 
oiFerings  upon  the  altar,  and  your  peace-offerings,  and 
I  will  accept  you,  faith  the  Lord  God."     Now,  this 
vifion  containing  a  prophetical  defcription  of  the  got 
pel  times,  and  of  the  ceafing  of  the  ceremonial  law 
for  daily- faciifices,  by  xht  eighth  day  they  underftand 
the  Lord's  day,    as   being  the  eighth  day  followiog 
upon  the  feventh,  viz.  thejewiflb  fabbaui,  in  room 
whereof  it  was  to  fucceed.      By  burnt- ofFering,  the 
Lord's  fupper,  as  being  the  remembrance  of  the  great 
burnt-offering,   whereby   our   peace   was   made.     By 
burnt^efferings,  prayer,    and  thankfgiving,    which  aie 
called  facrifices,  Hebrews  xiii.   15.  and  are  the  proper 
work  of  every  Lord's  day.     The  primitive  Chriftians 
were  peculiarly  fond  of  the  Lord's  fupper  j  when  they 
had  the  opportunity  of  a  public  affembiy,  though  upon 
a  week  day,  (as  fever als  do.obferve  from  Afts  xi.  46.) 
they  could  not  think  of  parting  till  they  had  celebrated 
the  memorials  of  Chrift's  dying  love.     They  reckoned 
tWs  piece  of  worfliip  a  principal  part  of  the  Chriftianrc* 
ligion,  which,  in  a  n[ianner,  doth  comprehend  all  other 
parts  of  it,  and  is  an  epitome  of  the  whole.     They  ac- 
coinUtd  it  a  chief  means  of  conveying  to  them  the  be- 
nefits of  their  Redeemer's  death.     And  they  would  not 
lligl'.t  the  occafion  of  taking  this  provifion  and  vlatlcuw 
in  thefe  ftormy  times,  when  they  knew  not  but  they 
might  be  fnatched  away  by  the  fury  of  perfecutors  be- 
fore the  next  day  of  public  meeting. 

III.  *'  The  Lord's  fupper  was  appointed  for  the  com- 
memorntion  of  the  death  and  fufferings  of  Chiift,  and 
of  his  love  to  us  manifcfted  therein  j"  and  therefore  wc 

ought 
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ought  frcfjuenriy  to  celebrate  it  for  that  cjnd.  Though 
gratitudeto  a  merciful  God,  and  love  to  him  that  loved 
us,  and  wafhed  us  in  his  blood,  fhoilld  engage  us  con- 
ftantly  to  remember  redeeming  love :  yet,  alas  !  we  are* 
naturally  unmindful  of  God*,  ungrateful  to  Ghrift  our  Sa- 
viour, and  apt  to  forget  his  matchlefs  love  :  Arid  there- 
fore we  frequently  need  this  Tielp  (which  he  of  purpofe 
hath  inftituted)  to  renew  our  remembrance  of  him. 
Say  not,  you  can  remember  Chrift  frequently  without 
this ;  for  this  were  to  make  yourfelves  wifer  than  the 
inftituter  of  this  ordinance.  ^z,^\^t.i^  may  not  expe- 
rience tell  you  what  faint  thoughts  and  lanejuid  remem- 
brance you  ordinarily  have  of  him,  notwithftanding  of 
the  word  read  and  preached,  until  this  folernn  ordi- 
nance doth  return  and  revive  the  niemory  of  his  love, 
and  fix  y9ur  thoughts  more  folerhnly  upon  him.  Ah ! 
the  body  of  death  doth  hinder  us  from  remembering  the 
Lord  of  life.  It  is  not  fufficient  to  commemorate  his 
love  once  a- year  ;  there  ought  to  be  a  conftant  and  ha- 
bitual remembering  of  our  Redeemer's  death,  and  this 
habit  muft  be  acquired  by  frequent  and  reiterated  afts 
of  communicating.  But  fuppofing  we  would  remem- 
ber him  without  this  ;  yet  furely  it  would  be  bafe  ingra- 
titude to  negledl  to  remember  him  in  his  own  method, 
and  by  the  means  of  his  own  chufing,  when  he  might 
have  put  far  harder  conditions  upon  us. 

IV,  *^  Chrift  hath  appointed  this  facrament  as  a  fpiritual 
nieal  for  the  nourifhment  and  ftrength  of  his  people,  and 
for  the  growth  and  increafe  of  their  graces  :'*  And  there- 
fore it  ought  to  be  frequently  received.  Meals  for  the 
nourifhment  of  our  bodies  muft  be  often  repeated,  ba- 
caufe  of  the  frequent  recurring  of  our  needs  *,  we  are 
all  fo  fenfible  of  it,  that  we  do  not  refufe  to  come  fre- 
quently to  our  ftated  meals  :  And  though  it  be  not  told 
us  how  often  we  ftiould  eat  and  drink,  yet  our  craving 
appetites,  and  the  fenfe  of  our  want  of  food  and  ftrength, 
are  fufficient  to  diredl  in  this  matter.  And,  iliould  not 
the  fenfe  of  our  fouls  need  of  fpiritual  food  and  ftrength 
dire61:  us  to  frequency  in  communicating  ?  We  are  in 
a  journey,,  and  we  need  ftrength  to  go  forward*  We 
ate  weak  of  ourfelves,  and  the  beft  are  liable  to  frequent 

decays 
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decays  of  graotyaiid  «e  bavc  all  need  of  lireqiusfit  fifr 
plica  of  ftrcngtht  to  enable  us  to  pedono  duuoH  ben 
croflea,  vefift  eneiniea»  and  beat  down  lufta:  Aodf  cooi 
&quently»  we  have  fre<|«ent  need  of  ttwqiucknitqf » lOi 
ftimngt  and  ftreog^ieoing  mea}>  vhicb  Qmft  bath  gijfii. 
ckniihr  provided  lor  ua  in  tbU  oidinance*  K.ia  bcrah| 
^at  uith  U  ftrengtbenedji  repentanoe  itbeweOft  iomiini 
flamed^  defire  (barpened»  apd  tbe  ibul  9ncoiii^||ed  ami . 
confirmed  in  tbe  ^ays.of  God«'  .  -j 

yp  <<  This  ordinance  waa  inilituted  for  bibi^ai '  ^ 
tpxfdx  commmion  with  Gfxli^  and  thcrefgra  flmU 
bp  tiequently  celcbxatc;ii  mA  atteoded  by  ua»  ;H^Dceit 
16  tbat  ve  call  it  tbe  cammuom,  according  to  (jbat 
vcnrdy  i*  Cor.  x^  i6.  Aud^  af  the  Apoftle  ttUi  w 
thert,  ver.  19.  ao«  that  the  partakinff  of  tbinga  &fln&i 
eed  to  idol$»  waa  a  felbwbip  with  oevila  1  fo.  iMUtt  dv; 

Sartaldng  of  that  which  waa  iacrvficed  to  Godi  k^fA^ 
>wfiup  with  God*    In  this  ordinanoa  thcfii:li  mgn 
communion  to  be  had  with  God^  than,  in  any  otbert 
more  than  in  prayer  or  praiCe :  For  wc  have  not  fo  nM 
communion  with  a  prince  or  great  man*  by  peutiomng 
bim,  or  returning  him  thanks  far  a  favour  receivedt  a& 
we  have  by  fitting  widi  him  at  bi$  tablet  and  pamtittjS 
of  the  fame  bread|  and  the  fame  cup  with  him*    It  i* 
here  that  believers  Ct>  fea(i»  and  converlc  familiarly  witb^ 
jefus  Chrift.    Chrift  was  "  made  known  to  the  dilcL-^ 
plea  in  the  breaking  of  bread,"  though  thej  knew  hin^ 
not  before  in  the  opening  of  the  fcripturea«  Luke  Vfif^ 
30.  31.    Now,  if  it  be  our  duty  to  leek  frequent  coofc^ 
munion  and  converfe  with  God,  and  frequent  vtewa  adK| 
difeoveries  of  Jefus  Chrift,  then,  furely,  it  ia  our  dttt]p 
to  make  frequent  approaches  to  the  Lcurd^a  table,'    IKK 
we  think  that  we  can  too  oft  behold  a  crucified  Jefu9  i^ 
Can  we  too  oft  clafp  about  our  bleeding  high  Prieft  i 
Can  w«  too  oft  hear  the  mufic  of  his  voice,  0^  fee.  the 
beauty  of  his  face  ?  Surely^  if  we  love  him,  we  w3i  de«i 
fire  frequently  to  be  in  thofe  ways  where  we  may  meet 
with  him. 

yi.  **  This  facrament  is  an  excellent  mean  for  the 
weakening  of  Cn,  and  keeping  it  under  /'  and^ercforc 
we  Oiould  frequently  attend  it.  The  foul  is  moft  ;uu- 
mated  and  refolved  againft  &u,  when  it  fees  God'9  wrath 

,  and 
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\  in(lig:nation  manifcfted  afj^inft  it :  Now,  where  can 
behold  this  fo  well  as  in  this  ordinance,  which  repre- 
s  the  dreadful  agonies  and  fufferttip^s  of  Chrift  our 
rty  ?  Here  we  may  fee  Chrift  facrificed  to  jaftice,  o« 
whelmed  with  blood;  made  ^  curfe,  and  b^aripg  all 
:  wrath  ^nd  vengeance  which  the  law  threatened  for 
The  fouJs  looking  upon  Chrift  here,  doth  open  the 
ng  of  forrow  for  fin,  Zech.  xii.  10     Our  frequent 
roAches  to  a  wounded  Saviour  here,  do  kindle  fre- 
nt  refolutions  againft  (in  that  pierced  him,  and  make 
00k  and  cry  to  him  for  grace  to  fubdue  it.  Now,  thi$ 
rhat  we  are  conftantly  needing  :  For  there  is  ftill  a 
:  of  bitternefs  in  us,  always  fprouting  up  5  but  frc- 
nt  approaches  to  this  ordinance  do  contribute  to  curb 
crop  it.    Sins  and  lufts  of  themfelves  are  apt  to  re- 
and  gather  ftrength,  but  the  facrameiital  cup  is' 
ba  to  them.     Do  you  think,  then,  that  we  can  too 
take  this  cup  into  our  hand^,  or  put  our  hands  into 
ift's  wounds,  or  take  a  view  of  the  fin-killing  blood  ? 
11.  "  This  ordinance  is  a  choice  niean  foir  ftrength- 
ig  our  faith  in  the  promifes,  and  confirming  us  in 
fenfe  of  Chrift's  love  ;*'  and  therefore  itftlould  befrc* 
ntly  celebrated      tt  was  Upon  this  account,  that  fo 
It  joy  and  gladnefs  did  attend  the  keeping  of , the  paf- 
t  of  old,  2  Chron.  xxx.  2 1   26.   It  was  the  frequent 
iking  of  bread,  that  made  the  primitive  Chriftians  to 
tinue  in  their  gladnefb  of  heart,  A£ls  ii  46.  And  no 
idcr  a  man's  heart  be  glad,  and  be  encouraged  to 
jn  his  way  rejoicing,  whe!i  he  gets  a  new  feal  of  hid 
don  and  peace  with  God.     We  frequently  contrail; 
It,  and  thereby  blot  our  evidences,  and  difturb  our 
ce  (  and  therefore  we  need  to  come  frequently  to  this 
inance,  to  get  the  blood  of  fprinkling  applied,  for  re- 
ving  our  guilt,  clearing  our  evidencies,  fealing  our 
cc,  and  renewing  our  joy.     It  is  matter  of  joy  to  fee 
rainbow  appearing  frequently  in  the  clouds  as  a  figii 
God's  minding  his  covenant,  and  fecuring  the  world 
linft  a  deftroying  deluge  :  In  like  manner,  it  (hould  rc- 
ce  the  heart,  and  ftrengthcn  faith,  frequently  to  he- 
ld this  facramcnt,  which  (like  t]|ie  rainbow  in  the 
Vot»  !•  3  B  clouds) 
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clouds)  is  a  fign  of  GodV  fecuring  the  believing  world 
ag'aind  the  ovr.rflowing  flood  of  God's  wrath. 

Vni.  "  We  need  frequently  the  influences  of  theluv* 
ly  Spirit,"  and  therefore  fhould  come  frequently  to  tliif 
oirdihance  For,  in  this  f^icramert  it  is  rooft  likely  diat 
the  Spirit  will  work  and  exert  himfelf ;  when  the  office 
of  tbc  Spirit,  and  end  of  the  inftitutions»  do  meet  and 
agree  in  one.  The  oflSce  of  the  S\  irit  is  to  bring  tbingf 
to  our  remembrance,  and  die  chief  defigns  of  thii  ordi- 
nance 15  to  bring  a  crucified  Jefu$«  and  his  love  and  fttf* 
ferings,  to  remembrance  ;  now,  furely  it  is  the  moftlikc-^ 
ly  time  for  the  holv  Spirit  to  come  and  exercifehisbief^" 
fed  fundlon,  and  join  in  with  the  end  of  the  facnunent* 
Hithrr,  then,  (bould  becalmed  fouls  frequently  repaiff 
and  wait  for  the  Spirit's  gales. 

I  might  add  many  other  arguments,  but  furely,  if  wc 
had  a  due  fenfe  pf  our  fouls  ncccfiities,  we  fhould  need 
no  more  to  convince  us  of  ^t  necefEty  of  frequent 
communicating.     Do  not  we  feel  our  needs  frequently 
recurring,  our  graces  languifhing,  faith  weakening,  lo^ 
cooling,  affeftions  turning  dead  ?  Are  wc  not  apt  U^ 
quently  to  grow  cold  and  formal  in  hearing  and  pr^l' 
ing,  yea,  dull  and  lukewarm  in  all  our  performance^ 
And,  have  wc  not  frequent  need  of  this  reviving  aif^^ 
enlivening  ordinance,  to  recruit  us  with  new  ftrcng*^ 
and  quickening  ?  But,  alas  !  we  have  little  fenfe  of%<^  ^ 
foulh  wants,  and  litlc  fenfe  of  our  Saviour's  love  ;  oth^^' 
\irife  we  would  not  be  fo  unwilling  frequcntjy  to  <^  * 
member  fuch  an  incomparable  Friend  and  Benefaftc^' 
who  took  our  fins  upon  himfclf»  and  caft  upon  us  X0^ 
Tobe  of  his  righteoufnefs       Did  primitive  Chriftia: 
think  once  a  week  little  enough   to  commemorate  l 
love ;  and  (hall  modern  Chriftians  reckon  once  a-ye^^ 
fufficicnt  ?  Is  this  our  kindnefs  to  the  always  lovely  ar^^ 
Ibvmg  Jefus  ?  O  will  we  not  remembeV  him  fitquen^^ 
ly,  who  remembers  believers  perpetually  ? 

Obje^iotis  anfwered. 

OhjeS.  I.  "  But  (fay  fome)  the  zeal  and  devotion  o  ^ 
the  apoftolic  age  is  now  gone ,  and  ChriiUans  are  hc^' 
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come  more  ca^elefs  and  formal  111  religious  duties;,  than 
in  thofe  days,  and  fo  are  unfit  for  frequent  partaking  of 
this  folemn  ordinance. 

'  Jinf.  ifty  I  grant)  indeed,  the  firft  Chrfftians  were  a- 
mimated  with  more  life  and  love,  and  were  habitually  In 
^  better  frame  for  this  love- fe  .ft,  thin,  alas  !  the  moft 
of  us  are  :  Yet,  I  am  perfuaded,  you  will  not  deny  but 
wc  arc  under  the  fvinr.e  oblig-itions  of  love  and  gratitude 
to  our  dying  Redeemer  that  they  were,  and  have  as 
much  need  of  the  frequent  application  of  his  blood,  and 
of  a  confirmed  intcrcft  in  his  meritorious  death,  as  they 
)iad.  And,  feeing  our  obligations  and  exigencies  are 
the  fame,  our  differing  fo  widely  fiom  their  practice 
cannot  be  juftified. 

^d/y^  The  ancient  church  did  follow  the  ex-imple  of 
the  Apoftolie  age,  in  communicating  generally  every 
I^ord's  day,  for  feveral  huni^reds  of  yeirs  after  the  A^ 
poftles  days ;  as  might  he  made  appear,  by  many  quotas 
tions  (if  it  were  needful)  out  of  the  hiftorics  ar.d  writ- 
ings of  Eufebius^  Socrates^  Cyprian^  Chr^oft$m^  rtmbrofe^ 
Augujtine^  and  many  others  of  the  ancient  fathers.  As 
the  blood  of  Chrift  is  as  frefh  and  efficaciou!<  in  the  pte*- 
fcnt,  as  the  firft  centuries  of  the  church  ;  fo  it  (hould  b$ 
as  dear  and  precious  to  Chriftian^  in  this  as  any  former 
age. 

^dlyy  It  is  moft  fad  that  Chriftians  (hould  be  fn  eafy 
under  tke  decay  of  piety  and  love  to  a  crucifi*;d  J  fus, 
that  is  fo  vifible,in  thefe  htter  days  Should  not  the 
confideration  hereof  be  matter  of  bitter  lamentatioii  and 
complaint  to  all  the  lovers  of  Chrift,  and  put  us  incef- 
lantly  to  cry  to  heaven,  •*  Wilt  thou  not  receive  us  a- 
gain  ?  Renew  our  days  as  of  old/* 

/^hlyj  Is  there  not  ground  to  think,  that  the  decay  of 
piety  and  Chriftian  love,  in  dur  days  is  much  owing  to 
the  negleft  and  unfrcquent  uf:  of  this  fouJ  quickening 
ordinance  ?  No  wonder  that  opr  hearts  turil  hard,  when 
we  fo  feldom  havc^recourfe  to  Chrift's  blood  for  fofren- 
ing  theni,  that  our  graces  grow  weak  and  withered,  when 
we  fo  little  ufe  Chrift 's  appointed  means  for  cherifhing 
^nd  ftrengtheningthem ;  and  that  we  have  but  little  of  th($ 
(milesof  bis  face^  when  we  fo  little  regard  his  dying  word$. 
3  B  a  Ficc^MctiV 
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Frcqufnt  communicaring  in  Chrift's  own  vay  and  me- 
thod) n  ight  he  a  mean,  through  his  Meffing,  to  refhre 
decayed  rcHjjion,  to  keep  fin  under  conft^nr  reKukes  and 
difgrace»  and  Cbrift  in  ( ontinual  eftccm  and  refpefl  a- 
mong  us.  This  might  contribute  to  ^  ure  and  prevent 
that  formality  in  duty,  careleffuf  fs  of  fpirit,  and  torgct- 
fulncfs  of  Chrifty  which  fo  wofuiiy  prevails  in  our  land. 

OhjeB.  II.    "  If  we  communicate  as  oftt^n      'Ott 
urge  us,  we  are  afraid  frequency  will  breed  formality     ^ 
in  this  duty 

Anf,  \ft^  The  Apoftlefi  and  primitive  Chriftians  found 
no  fuch  bad  efFe£^  of  their  frequent  partaking  \  but  we/re 
farther  from  formality,  and  far  more  ferious,  fervent, 
and  fpiritual  in  this  duty,  than  thofe  Chriftians  who  nor 
partake  but  once  a  year.  ^ 

idlyy  Our  formality  in  attending  this  ordinance  is  no* 
wife  chargeable  upon  the  inftitution  of  Chrift,  or  its  fre- 
quent admin iflration ;  but  upon  the  corruption  and  cait' 
IcfTnefs  of  our  hearts,  which  all  Chrifti^jns  (hould  caie^ 
fully  watch  and  wreftle  againft,ard labour  m  the  flrength 
of  Chrift,  fo  oft  as  they  p.irtake,  to  prepare  for  it  with 
all  ferioufnefs  and  folemnity. 

3<//y,  Were  this  a  good  reafon  againft  frequency  i^ 
this  duty,  it  might  be  pleaded  agair.ft  frequency  in  O^ 
thcr  duties  alfo  ;  and  fo  we  fhould  feldom  read  or  be3^ 
the  word,  feldom  meditate  oii  God,  pray,  or  (ing  pfaltn^  ^ 
left  frequency  fhould  beget  formality  therein.  But  i  ^ 
is  a  bad  way  of  arguing,  to  fay,  becaufe  frequency  ir^ 
prayer,  hearing,  or  communicating,  may  occafion  for-** 
inality  and  heart- wanderings^  therefore  I  will  fcldon^ 
pray,  &c.  No ;  the  inference  fhould  rather  be,  Therc-*^ 
fore  I  will  watch  over  my  heart  more  carefully,  I  wilL 
look  for  the  renewed  influences  of  the  Spirit,  and  flrivc 
to  be  more  fmcere  and  fervent  in  duty. 

4/Wj^,  Though  frequency  in  partaking  fhould  have  a 
bad  efFe£t  on  fome,  yet  it  hath  and  will  have  a  good  ef« 
itO.  upon  others,  who  make  confcience  of  preparing  for 
the  duty.  Inflead  of  breeding  formality,  it  doth  beget 
the  greater  livelinefs  and  fpirituality  in  them,  and  raifc 
tlicir  appetite  the  more  after  the  heavenly  manna.    It 

is 
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Ttain^  the  ofteuer  we  carefully  and  believmgly 
nunirate,  the  better  difpofed  we  (hall  be  for  new 
caches. 

hje&.  III.  "  The  Jews  did  partake  of  the  paflbvcr 
once  in  the  year." 

«/*.  God  fixed  the  paflbver  to  a  certain  day  of  the 
,  to  mind  them  of  their  temporal  deliverance  from 
)t,  as  well  as  of  their  future  redemption  by  the 
[iah's  death  at  that  time  5  and  therefore  it  was  an- 
.  Tut,  befides  that,  they  had  their  daily  facrifices 
ain  be  ifts  in  the  temple,  which  were  lively  types  of 
ft,  and  a  remembrance  to  them  of  his  death  ;  fo  that 
fews  did  not  need  fuch  a  frequent  celebration  of  the 
>ver  for  that  end.  But  in  the  new  teftament  church 
ft  hath  fettled  only  his  fupper  as  the  great  ordinance 
:ommemoration  of  his  denth  and  fufFerings;  and 
rfore  we  ought  not  to  confine  ourfelvcs  to  the  Jews 
lal  cuftom  :  Nay,  on  the  contrary,  Chriftians  now, 
/horn  Chrift  hath  made  fuch  bright  difcoveries  of 
ove,  in  facrificing  himfelf  upon  a  crofs  for  their  fal- 
)n,  (hould  far  exceed  the  Jews  (who  lived  in  fuch 
;  times)  in  exprefTing  love  to  their  Saviour,  and  in 
crating  the  memorials  of  his  love  to  them.  The 
of  the  primitive  Chriftians  was  fo  warm  this  way, 
they  thought  themfelves  bound  to  celebrate  their 
pel-palTover  in  remembrance  of  a  crucified  Chrift 
I  a- week,  which  the  Jews  did  but  once  a- year. 

hjeB.  IV.  "  But,"  faith  one,  "  my  bufincfs  and  cal- 
in  the  world  is  fuch,  that  I  have  not  liberty  for  fre- 
U  communicating,  neither  have  I  occafions  near  me 
loing  it." 

•^  iy?>  I  grant  that  all  men  cannot  communicate  a- 
often,  feeing  the  worldly  calling  and  affairs  of  one 
I  do  adminiiler  more  diftraAion  than  thofe  of  ano« 
!  And  fome  cannot  command  their  time  fo  much 
thers. 

d/y.  People  (hould  do  what  lies  in.  them  to  order 
r  affairs  fo  beforehand,  that  they  may  have  freedom 
frequent  communicating.     But  if  pcrfons  have  bu« 

finefs 
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fmcft  brought  on  t1>em,  not  by  themfelves, .  but  by  tbc 
providence  of  God,  thev  are  cxcufr  ible  for  thctr  omifc 
fion  at  one  occafion  ;  bur  then  tbf  j  fbould  be  carcfuJ  to 
lay  hold  upon  the  next  In  k.cptng  of  the  p^flbfer, 
there  was  a  difpenfation  allowed  to  thofe  that  wcrcun* 
der  ceremonial  uncieannefs,  or  eng  igecl  in  bufinefs  on 
a  journey,  Numb,  ix  yet  it  was  allowed,  not  for  a  yeai^ 
but  for  a  month's  o  idion.  For,  when  they  could  not 
keep  it  upon  the  1 4th  of  thr  firft  month,  they  were  order* 
ed  to  keep  it  on  the  14th  of  the  next  month,  xnd  not  to 
(lay  until  the  next  annunl  revolution.  Numb,  ix  lo,  11. 
As  it  would  be  agreeable  to  thib  injunction*  fo  it  would 
be  a  defireable  attainment  in  the  church  and  aii  advan* 
tage  to  the  members  of  it,  if  matters  were  fo  ordered  a- 
mong  us,  that,  when  perfons  are  neccff-irily  hindered 
from  partaking  of  the  Lord's  fupper  in  their  own  con-t 
grcgation,  they  miglit  be  furc  of  an  occafion  to  do  it 
next  ntonth,  if  not  in  their  own,  at  leaft  in  ^e  neiglh 
bouring  congregation. 

Objea.  V.  "  lie  laft  time  I  was  at  the  Lord's  tabic 
I  got  no  benefit  by  it ;  nay,  I  fear  I  con)municatcd  un- 
worthily :  Now,  for  me  to  come  frequently  in  thisman^ 
ner,  I  fear  to  contradl  greater  ^uilt,  and  do  myfcif  more 
hurt  than  good.  Therefore  1  will  not  foon  adventure 
upon  another  approach.'* 

Anf.  I/?,  There  are  fomc  good  things  implied  in  this 
©bje^ion,  fuch  as,  a  review  of  former  adiions,  C>nic 
fenfc  of  fin  and  trouble  for  it,  and  a  loath nefe to  t^ffend 
God  ;  which  are  fome  defireable  tokens  of  repcntancei 
and  may  yield  fome  comfort  to  an  ext  rcifed  io\x\. 

2dlyi  In  this  cafe,  long  deferringj^  will  do  you  more 
hurt  than  frequent  communicating  :  For,  as  by  too  much 
fading,  we  often  lofe  our  ftumachs  5  lo,  by  long  with- 
drawing from  the  Lord's  table,  you  may  come  to  lofc 
your  defire  after  the  food  of  your  fouls,  %nd  i#  hav^  % 
low  efteem  of  Chrift,  and  of  his  folemn  ordinance^ 

^dlvy  The  is  no  communicant,  but,  upon  s^  wicVi 
may  Ipy  many  defedls  in  his  frame  and  preparation,  foj 
which  he  could  not  anfwer,  if  God  did  enter  into  judg- 
ment with  him  :  But  he  mufl  not  therefore  abandon  his 
iutYi  but  fl<&e  to  Chrift's  fountain  for  waihing,  and  to  the 
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zovcn  of  his  right€oufncfs,  to  flcrecn  all  his  impcrfcc- 
TOtis.  We  read  of  fcverals  in  Hezekiah's  time,  2  Chron* 
ncx.  that  werr  not  fo  fuitably  prep.^rc^  for  the  paffover 
Its  they  fiiould  have  been,  and  ate  it  otherwife  than  it 
Mras  written ;  and  yet,  upon  Heiekiah's  praying  for 
them,  God  pardoned  their  fin,  and  healed  thctti. 

4thJy^  It  may  yield  comfort  to  a  troubled  foul,  if  up- 
[>n  a  review  he  can  fay,  it  was  his  earneft  defirfe  to  com- 
municate humbly,  with  a  lively  frame,  and  the  exercifc 
oi  all  the  facramental  graces ;  and  whatever  fliort-com- 
ings  he  was  chargeable  with,  they  were  not  wilful  and 
allowed,  but  matter  of  grief  and  mourning  to  him«  If 
tihis  be  your  cafe,  then  your  defcfls  are  fins  of  infir- 
mity, which  your  gracious  God  will  pardon  for  Chrift's 
6kc. 

-  *  S^^^y*  Whatever  your  fliort-comings  formerly  have 
been,  you  ought  to  be  humbled  for  the  them,  flee  to  the 
blood  of  Chrift  for  pardon,  and  refolve  in  his  ftrength 
lb  come  more  reverently,  humbly  and  believingly,  to  his 
table  for* 'the  future,  and  that  in  order  to  renew  your 
covenant  with  God,  and  receive  a  fcal  of  the  pardon  of 
^1  your  former  fins,  and,  particularly,  of  the  fin  of  un- 
worthy communicating.  And  this  you  may  cxpeft,  if 
yoa  perfevere  in  the  road  of  duty,  looking  to  God  in 
Chrift,  who  is  ftill  ready  to  welcome  and  pardoiC&e 

Enitent  believer  :  But  to  abfent  and  withdraw  from 
>d's  ordinance,  is  to  put  yourfelf  out  of  the  road  of 
his  mercy,  and  to  aggravate  your  former  fin  of  unfuit- 
abie  partaking* 

ObjeB.  V\.  '^  If  we  did  communicate  fo  frequently, 
vre.  would  not  have  fuch  time  to  prepare  ourfelves  for 
thi^  ordinance  as  were  needful,  and  as  now  we  have." 

jinf.  If  we  did  partake  more  frequently,  lefs  pains 
and  time  about  preparation  work  might  be  more  fuc- 
•efsful,  and  fooner  reach  the  end,  than  all  the  pains  and 
lime  we  now  beftow  that  way  :  For  thus  we  might  be 
lielped  to  keep  up  a  communion-frame  habitually,  and 
it  woald  be  no  fuch  difficulty  (as  now  we  find  it)  to  get 
die  tears  of  repentance  poured  out,  or  the  fire  ot  divine 
lore  blown  up.  when  ^llcd  to  celebrate  this  ordinance. 

The 
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The  believer,  when  in  a  frame,  the  oftener  he  comes  to 
the  communion^  he  adds  the  more  nonrifliment,  aod 
hath  the  greater  delight  in  it ;  and  fo  he  comes  to  hare 
fuch  a  longing  for  the  ordinance  as  the  child  hath  for 
the  mother's  bread* 


Direct.  IV.  Be  perfuaded  of  the  nece ffity  of  folemit 
preparation  before  you  approach  to  the  Lord's  table* 

IF  we  be  required  to  take  heed  to  ourfelves  when  wC 
enter  the  houfe.of  the  Lord,  Ecclef.  v.  i.  much  more 
doth  it  concern  us  to  look  to  ourfelves  when  we  ap- 
proach the  table  of  the  Lord      Why  ?  This  holy  tabic 
is  under  the  gofpel  the  folemn  tryfting-place  of  the  great 
God,  where  he  ufeth  to  meet  with  men,  and  to  enter- 
tain converfe  and  communion  with  them.     And,  have 
we  not  then  ground  to  call  to  you  in  the  prophet's  words^ 
Amos  iv.  12.   "  Prepare  to  meet  thy  God»  O  Ifrael  ?" 
Remember  who  it  is  that  tryfts  with  you ;  it  is  Gocf^ 
even  thy  God.     Did  an  Angel  tryft  to  meet  you  at  a 
certain  place,  againft  fuch  an  hour,  would  you  not  pre- 
pare-with  all  ferioufnefs  and  folemnity  to  keep  tryft 
with  him  ?  Oh,  but  it  is  the  God  of  Angels  that  tryfts 
with  you  here  ;  even  that  God,  before  whom  all  the 
Angels  adore,  and  the  devils  tremble :  A  holy  and  jea- 
lous God,   who  hath  declared  that  he  will  be  fanftificd 
in  them  that  come  nigh  to  him,  Lev.  x.  3.     And  can 
you  come  fo  near  him  any  where  in  the  world,  as  at  his 
holy  table  ?  What  Samuel  fpoke  to  the  Elders  of  Beth- 
lehem, in  the  cafe  of  offering  facrifice,  may  well  be  ap- 
plied to  communicants  in  the  cafe  of  approaching  to  the 
Lord's  table,  1  Sam.  xvi.  5.  "  Sanftify  yourfelves,  and 
come  with  me  to  the  facrifice."    So,  well  may  your 
minifters  fay  to  you  ScnBify  your/elves^  and  come  with  mi 
to  thefacrametit.     Come  here,  and  behold  the  facrifice 
of  the  lamb  of  God  unto  divine  juftice  for  your  fins: 
For  *•  even  Chrift  our  paffover  is  facrificed  for  us,  I 
Cor.  V.  7.     Here  he  is  reprefented  as  a  lamb  flain,  to. 
pacify  a  holy  God  for  our  impurity  and  unliolijicfs.   It 

is 
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s  fnoft  fit  then  that  we  prepare  and  fandifjr  ourfelves^ 
when  we  adventure  To  near  this  holy  God,  and  take 
apon  U8  to  celebrate  the  commemoration  of  this  blefled  • 
(acrifice  in  our  gofpel-paffover. 

The  Jews  had  their  preparation  for  their  paffover, 
fothn  xix.  14.  They  took  the  pafchal  lamb  and  fet  it  a«- 
>art  from  the  reft  of  the  flock  on  the  tenth  day  of  the 
south,  but  did  not  kill  it  till  t\it  fourteenth^  Exod.  xiiw 
•  CS.  And  during  the  four  days  the  lamb  was  kept  alive 
Fewiih  rabbies  tell  us)  they  tied  it  to  their  bed-pofts, 
kat  hearing  the  bleatings  of  the  lamb  as  they  came  in 
id  went  ottt^  lay  down  and  rofe  up,  two  things  thete- 
f'  might  be  brought  to  their  remembrance :  ijl^  They 
ught  look  back  to  Egypt,  and  remember  the  forrows 
nd  bondage  they  endured  there,  and  be  thankful  for 
heir  redemption  \  and,  efpecially,  fot  their  deliverance 
irom  the  dcftroying  Angela  that  night  he  paffed  over 
bcir  houfcs,  which  were  fprinkled  with  the  blood  of  th* 
amb  :  idly^  ihey  were  to  look  forward  to  the Mefliah, 
ind  remember  the  bitter  agonies  and  fufferings  he  was 
:o  endure  for  their  (ins.  Thus  the  pafchal  lamb  for  fe- 
deral days  was  to  be  prepared  for  its  fufFerings,  to  teach 
he  people  of  God  folemnly  to  prepare  themfelves  for 
ating  thereof,  and  therein  to  celebrate  the  memorial  ot 
lie  JMeflGah's  fufferings, '  which  were  thereby  typified^ 
^l^t  the  four  days  feparation  of  the  lamb  was  a  con- 
nual  ftandmg  fermon,  preaching  and  prepaittion,  to 
ic  Ifraelitcs,  as  if  God  had  faid  to  them,  Be  ye  alfo  ft^ 
^itjirated  from  the  worlds  and  take  time  to  think  on  the 
^eatings  qf  the  lamby  the  agonies  of  Chrift,  and  prepare 
furfe/ves  for  this  folemn  ordinance.  Oh,  what  ihall  we 
ly  of  thofe,  who,  inftead  oifour  days^  never  fpcnt  j^wr 
fur^y  in  ferious  preparation  for  our  great  gofpel-pajfover  ! 
\  worthy  communicant,  as  foon«as  you  hear  the  Lord's 
ipper  intimated,  let  the  lamb  be  tied  to  your  bed- 
ofts ;  entertain  the  lively  meditattovi  of  your  Redeem- 
r's  fufferings,  and  beg  prepalratiQii  of  heart  from  God» 
>r  celebrating  the  memorial  thereof^  Was  Our  .Lord 
>  long  a  time  in  preparing  fot  them,  and  ihall  we  take 
o  time  in  preparing  to  behold  them,^  eifteciaily  when 
;  18  fo  highly  for  our  advantage  fo  to  do  I     r    . 

V0J-/L  3C  i        Wc 


360        OfPrtpMrrngbeftreCommmk^img*    ]>ircfi.nr. 

VTe  read,  that  the  primitiFe'ClirifttaiUt  and  ancieat 
fathersy  ufed  to  fit  up  whole  ni^ts  at  prayer,  before 
they  approached  to  the  Lord's  wAt^  which  they  called 

their  Vigtliit. 

In  this  ordinance,  God  makes  great  prepaisttieiis  bt 
us  -9  he  hath  movided  a  feaft  which  hath  coA  noie  tka 
.  ten  thoofand  kingdoms,  or  a  millioii  of  worida :  And^ 
ought  not  the  guefts,  who  are  honovfcd  with  an  iofib^ 
tion  to  it,  to  make  great  and  folema  preparatioB fork? 
"Were  we  called  to  dine  with  an  ear^ly  prince^  ve 
would  drefs  ourfelves,  and  fee  to  hare  erery  thing  about 
us  in  good  order :  But  here  we  are  caUed  to  foaA  vidi 
a  holy  and  all  feeing  God,  who  will  infallibly  fpf  out 
every  unprepared  communicant,  <'  when  he  comes  to 
fee  die  guefts,"  Matt.  xxii.  1 1. 

If  the  linen  on  the  communion-table,  or  the  Tetfels  dot 
contain  the  elements,  were  foul,  you  would  be  ready  to 
cry  out,  It  is  a  horrid  (hame  and  abomination  to  fee  Aem 
in  fuch  a  cafe ;  and  fe,  indeed,  it  would,  for  there  ought 
to  be  an  outward  decency  in  thefe  things ;  our  Lord 
would  have  the  very  room  in  good  order,  where  he  was 
to  eat  the  paflbver.  But,  O,  it  is  a  fmall  crime  to  bare 
a  foul  cloth  or  vefTel  for  receiving  the  outward  elemsBts, 
in  refpe£(  of  what  it  is  to  have  a  foul  heart,  m  unpie* 
pared  foul,  to  receive  the  body  and  blood  of  Chrift. 

Jofeph  iprepared  himfelf,  by  (having  himfelf  and 
changir%  his  raiment,  before  he  went  in  unto  Pharaoh; 
and,  wilt  thou  not  prepare  thyfelf,  by  putting  diy  isA 
in  the  holieil  drefs  and  humbled  pofture,  when  thou  art 
to  go  in  to  the  King  of  heaven  and  earth  ?  O  commu- 
nicant, thou  exceedingly  wrongeft  thine  awn  foul,  if  dK)S 
do  it  not*  Preparation  is  the  feed  time,  receiving  is  the 
harvcft :  **  As  a  man  fbweth,  fo  (hall  he  reap.  He  who 
foweth  fparingly,  (ball  reap  alfo  fparingly :  And  he  who 
foweth  bountifully,  (hall  reap  alfo  bountifuilv,  2  Cor.  is* 
<5.  It  is  in  the  duty  oipariakingy  as  in  the  auty  of  ^^J^ 
ingy  the  more  prepared  the  heart  is  to  pray,  the  greater 
is  a  man's  return  from  heaven,  Pfal.  x.  17.  "  Thou  wilt 
prepare  their  heart,  thou  wilt  caufe  thine  ear  to  hcar.^ 
So,  in  the  cafe  of  receiving,  it  may  be  faid.  Thou  ivikprt' 
pare  their  hearty  thou  ivik  cause  thine  band  to  £ivo    When 

God 


€k>d  gives  UH  a?  heart  (Arepai'ed  for  duty^-  it  ii  a  token  he 
bath  a  hand  prepared  for  Dnercy. 

Hence  it  h^^  that  the  Lord  makes  tha<  gracious  pro* 
mife,  Pfal.  Ixxx*  lO.  **  Open  thy  mouth  wide,  and  I 
miill  fill  it."  Fll  enlai^ge  my  hand,  as  you  ehlai'ge  your 
•hearts."  He  fiiidi^as  Jbfeph  to  his  Aeii(raTd,  Gen.  zliv.  i^. 
^  Fill  the  mens  facb  with  food,  as  much  as  they  can 
eatry.*'  According  as  Jofeph's  brethren  prepared  facks 
it  nutnber  and  iarg^enefs,  fo  did  tkey  carry  corn  away  -, 
iiod  die  fewer  and  £maller  £icks  they  had,  the  lefs  they 
carried  away*.  So  here,  if  yon  bring  prepared  and  en^ 
iM'ged  liearts  to  the  ordinance,  you  ftaiip  be  fupplied 
%3di  aa  much  as  you  can  carry. 

JthtEcr.  V.   Confider,  that  botK  KaftitUal'  arid  aftu^l 
.    prejpiaration  is  requifite  for  worthy  communicating. 

1.  HABITUAL  Freparation  is  neceflary  to  every 
Qommunicant,  that  is,  that  he  be  a  believer,  a  man  in  a 
gracious  flfat«,  fumiflied  with  the  graces  of  the  Spirit^ 
endued  with  knowledge,  faith,  repentance,  love,,  and 
sew  obedience.  No  man  is  fit  to  approach  the  Lord's 
table,  till  he  have  thefe  gracious  habits  planted  in  his 
foul.  He  muft  be  a  man  that  is  renewed  inwardly  by 
^fae  Spirit  of  God|  and  aims  at  holinefs  in  all  manner  of 
qonverfation.  This  new  wine  muft  not  be  put  into  an 
old  veffel,  elfe  the  wine  will  be  fpilt,  and  the  veflel  periftij 
lit  was  an  ancient  abufe  of  this  facrament,  condemned  by 
tjxc  Carthaginian  council,  to  give. it  to  dead  men  ^  fo  it 
Mr  an  abufe  condemned  by  the  word  of  God,  to  give  it 
to  dead  fouls,  and  thofe  who  have  no  fpiritual  life.  Un« 
derthelaw,  God  did  forbid  the  oiFeriog  of  facrifices 
(biat  either  were  blind  or  lame,  Mai.  i.  8.  and  they  that 
were  ceremonially  unclean,  could  not  beep  thepa^over» 
JThc  ignorant  perfon's  facrifice  is  blind,  for  he  cannot 
l^e  account  of  his  own  work :  The  hyppcrite's  facrifice 
u  lame,  for  he  baltethin  God's  way :  The  profane  man 
is  morally  unclean,  and  fo  cannot  entertain  communion 
^th  a  holy  God.  Holinefs  becomes  God's  houfe,  and 
3  C  2  in 
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in  a  fpecial  manner  his  table.    Hsd>itaal  holtneft  ii  t^ 
quifite  for  all  that  would  be  worthy  communicants. 
You  muft  be  holy  univerfally,  holy  in  the  frame  of  you 
hearts,  and  in  all  the  anions  of  your  li? es  ;  holy  in  your  , : 
{hops,  by  diligence  and  juftice ;  holy  at  your  tablesi  bf    J 
fobriety  and  thankfulnefs  \  holv  in  the  ftreets,  by  an  m- 
nocent  ufeful  converfation ;  holy  in  your  ctofets,  bj    j 
prayer  and  meditation.     Tea»  you  muft  account,  yonr. 
whole  Kf  es  nothing  but  an  opportunity  of  ferTing^anolf    ; 
God,  and  of  moitifying  fin  and  corruption ;  and  tfaii    | 
habitual  holinefs  would  difpofe  your  fouls  for  the  afis    i 
of  immediate  worihip.  j 

But  unholy  perfons  are  altogether  unprepared  for  fncli    < 
a  near  approach  to  God.    Hearts  full  of  rancour  and    j 
malice,  are  not  meet  to  come  to  this  feaft  of  Iqvc  :  Feet    : 
that  walk  in  the  ways  of  fin,  are  not  fit  to  tread  inGod's    ; 
holy  place:  Hands  ftained  with  injuftice  are  unfit  to 
handle  thefe  holy  myfteries ;  mouths  that  are  pollated 
with  fwearing  and  evil  fpeaking,  are  not  fit  to  eat  and 
drink  the  facrcd  fymbols  of  Chrift's  body  and  blood  \ 
eyes  defiled  with  unchaftc  looks,  and  bewitched  with  die 
world's  vanities,  are  unfit  to  look  on  the  holy  Jefus;  ears 
that  entertain  reproaches  of  God's  people,  and  hearken 
not  to  the  counfels  of  his  word,  are  not  fit  to  hear  die 
joyful  found  of  pardon  intimated  at  his  table.    They 
who  expeft  the  King  of  glory  to  enter  into  their  fouls» 
at  the  folemn  occafion,  muft  have  the  doors  theicot 
cleanly  and  pure.     Unhallowed  finners  are  not  fit  to  re- 
ceive this  hallowed  bread  and  wine.     Our  Lord's  bod^ 
never  faw  corruption  in  the  grave,  nor  will  he  lodge  i^ 
thofc  bodies  that  are  as  naufcous  fepulchres,  and  co^**" 
rupt  finks  of  fin.     It  lay  only  in  a  Virgin  womb  andfr^ 
pukhrey   to  {hew  that  he  will  only  rcfide  in  virgin  feulf^j 
that  are  devoted  and  confecrated  to  his  ufe,  and  kep^ 
pure  and  chafte  for  his  fervice,  and  do  not  entertain  hi^ 
rivals.    I  grant,  indeed,  iinpure  thoughts  will  fomctime^ 
be  crowding  into  the  bcft  hearts  ;  but  if  we  do  not  enter-** 
tain  them,  but  fincerely  ftrive  againft  them,  and  earncft-** 
Jy  wifii  for  better  company,  it  is  a  token  Chrift's  fpirit  hath^ 
entered^  and  is  about  his  work  of  purifying  the  heart- 
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If  we  would  be  habitually  prepared  for  the  Lord's  ta- 
ble»  we  muft  be  daily  acquaint  with  the  work  of  morti« 
fication  and  true  repentance.  We  muft  always  eye  fin 
as  cor  Saviour's  deadly  enemy>  have  no  pity  on  it,  but 
feverely  condemn  ourfelves  for  every  trefpafsy  inftantly 
grieve  for  it,  look  to  the  blood  of  fprinkling  for  pardon, 
renew  our  refoluiions  to  amend,  and  pray  for  fpecial 
ftrength  againft  every  particular  fin.  We  muft  daily 
0ieditate  on  precious  Chrift,  and  upon  his  firft  and  fe- 
cond  coming,  and  live  continually  in  the  view  of  death,. 
And,  if  we  lived  thus,  it  would  oot  be  fo  hard  to  pre- 
t>are  ourfelves  for  the  Lord's  table.  If  we  lived  in  a  ha« 
bitual  preparation  for  the  day  of  death,  we  would  alfo 
be  habitually  prepared  for  the  dav  of  communion.  Had 
we  God  frequently  in  our  thoughts,  and  lived  conftant- 
]y  under  the  fenfe  of  his  all- feeing  eye  \  on  the  commu* 
nion-day  we  fhould  find  little  e  fe  to  do  but  to  revive 
#ur  graces  by  the  exercife  of  prayer  and  praife. 

II.  A£tual  preparation  is  alfo  neceifary  before  our  ap- 
proach to  the  Lord's  table.  Seeing,  alas,  the  moft  part 
of  Chriftians,  in  this  degenerate  age,  are  fo  defedive  in 
their  habitual  preparation  for  this  ordinance ;  they  ought 
to  be  the  more  diligent  in  a61ual  preparations  for  it. 
And  this  doth  confift  of  a  great  many  particulars  ;  fuch 
ai>  I.  Sequeftrating  ourfelves  from  the  world  :  4.  Self- 
examination  :  3  Humiliation  for  fin  :  4.  Kenewmg  our 
perfonal  covenant  with  God  in  Chrift :  5.  Reformation 
of  what  is  amifs  :  6.  Exciting  of  all  the  graces  to  a  live- 
ly exercife  :  7.  Meditation  on  the  death  and  fufFerings 
of  Jefus  Chrift  :  8.  Earneft  prayer  to  God  for  prepara- 
tion and  afiiftance  in  the  work.  All  thefe  belong  to 
our  a£iual  preparation  for  the  Lord's  fupper ;  and  of 
them  I  (hall  afterwards  treat  more  particularly. 

Only  I  (hall  here  obferve,  that  both  habitual  and  ac- 
tual preparation  muft  go  together,  if  we  wpuld  be  wor- 
thy communicants.  We  muft  both  have  grace  in  the 
habit»  and  grace  in  the  lively  exercife.  All  wife  virgins 
that  wait  for  the  coming  of  the  bridegroom,  do  take 
care  to  have  oil  ftill  in  their  veflels,  as  well  as  in  their 
lamps :  Nay,  they  muft  fee  to  have  their  lamps  burning 
evpry  day.    But  when  they  hear  that  th^  bridegroom  is 

a^ually 
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lAually  comingi  then,  in  order  to  meet  him,  theT^dba- 
rife  and  fall  afrefli  to  the  trimming  of  their  lampft  ;,  thtfjf 
fnnflf  them»  ftir  up  the  Kght»  and  applj  more  ini  to  make 
them  bnm  the  brighter  and  clearer.  And  thus  ought 
JOQ  to  do>  O  communicanti  if  you  wodd  have  s  jayM 
meeting  with  your  lovely  biidegroom  in  the  facramept# 
Kay,  if  you  come  not  with  adual^  as. well  as  habitiKdy 
preparation,  the  fa£rament  may  prove  to  you  as  the  finfr* 
iner  brooks  to  tlic  thirfty  traveller,  of  which  Job  fpeafa^ 
Jobvi.  10,  20.  *'  The  troops  of  Tema  looked,  the  com* 
panics  oi  Slieba  waited  for  them.  They  were  cohfonnt- 
cd,  becuufe  they  had  hoped ;  they  came  thither  and  were 
afliamcd/'  Some  come  to  the  facrament  with  a  fortol 
aAual  preparation,  but  have  no  habitual  preparation,  ntf 
grace  in  the  habit.  Some  again  have  halntual  j^pan" 
tion,  but  not  a£^ual  preparation;  they  want  grace iti 
the  excfcife.  Both  thefe  will  go  from  the  ordinance^ 
as  the  troops  of  Tema  and  companies  of  Sheba^  d^p- 
pointed  of  fpiritual  refrelhment.  If  we  would  reap  ip» 
ritual  advantage  in  this  ordinance,  we  muft  take  care  m 
be  ready,  both  ways,  habitually  and  aflually  ;  for  it  \% 
only  fucn  that  the  all- feeing  mafter  of  die  feaft  will  look 
upon  as  worthy  communicants* 


Direct.  VI.   Be  convinced  of  the  greatncfs  of  the  fin^ 
and  hazard  of  unworthy  communicating. 

WE  arc  told  both  the  one  and  the  other  in  very  plain 
terms,  i  Cor.  xi.  27,  29,  "  He  that  eateth  and  drinketh 
unworthily,  is  guilty  of  the  body  and  blood  of  Lord." 
And  again,  ^'  He  eateth  and  drinketh  damnation  #r  judg* 
mcnt  to  himfelf.**  So  that  we  fee  the  fin  or  crime  is 
no  lefs  than  that  of  murdering  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  of 
being  found  accomplices  of  the  Jews  and  (bldiers,  who 
imbrewed  their  cruel  hands  in  the  innocent  blood  of  the 
Son  of  God,  which  is  a  moft  dreadful  charge  !  The  ha* 
zard  which  this  fin  expofes  to,  is  t>oth  temporal  ftrokeSf 
and  eternal  damnation.  Seeing  I  have  fpoke  of  the  na- 
ture and  danger  of  this  fin,  Sacr.  Cat.  p.  107,  loS,  iio, 
&c.  (JirJ  Edit.)  I  (hall  fty  the  lefs  in  this  plac<f* 

Only 


3ire&.  VI.  Qftbe  Sin  of  Unworthy  Copwrnnkaiuig      36s 

Only  to  communicate  imworthily,  is  to  approach  in 
in  ui^worthy  ftatc,  or  in  an  unfuitaJblc  frame,  or  with 
Rrrong  ends.  When  a  perfon  comes  to  the  Lord's  table 
A  ignorance,  without  felf^examinatioo,  without  grief  for 
Sn,  lore  to  Chrift,  or  faith  in  his  blood,  and  is  ^npre- 
pared  for  this  fblemn  ordinance,  then  he  is  an  unwor- 
thy communicant. 

Now,  this  muft  be  a  very  heinous  fin  ;  for  it  iai|XHt8 
your  undervaluing  the  blood  of  Jefus  Chrift,  as  if  Jt 
vefc  the  blood  of  an  impoftor  or  malefa^or*  For,  if 
you  look  on  the  fuflFerings  of  Chrift  here  reprefented,  aa 
the  fufferings  of  the  innocent  Son  of  God,  and  glorious 
Saviour  of- mankind ;  why  do  you  not  coiiie  fuit^^Uy  af* 
fe£):ed  therewith,  and  grieved  for  your  fins  that  were 
the  caufe  thereof  ?  But,  if  you  do  not  really  own  or  re- 
gard them  as  fuch,  then,  on  the  matter,  you  cha«ge  Je- 
fus Chrift  as  being  the  greateft  impoftor  and  criminal 
in  the  world,  in  declaring  himfelf  to  be  the  Son  c^  God 
and  Saviour  of  finners,  when,  in  your  ette.em,  he  was 
not. 

If  you  fay,  God  forbid  we  be  guilty  of  thhf  we  own 
Chrifi  to  be  the  Son  of  God,  and  the  King  of  glory  $  why 
then  are  you  guilty  of  treafon,  and  of  offering  the  great- 
eft  indignity  to  your  prince,  by  throwing  his  pi^ure  or 
great  feal  into  a  mire,  by  defacing  and  defiling  a  ftatue 
ere^ied  for  his  honour  and  remembrance  ?  For  any  di£- 
honour  done  to  the  image  or  reprefentation  refleds  up- 
on the  original.  What  horrid  contempt  would  it  b^ 
for  a  fubjed  to  come  in  with  nafty  clothes  and  filthy 
hands,  and  offer  to  fit  down  at  his  fovereign's  tabley  and 
dip  into  the  difli  with  him  i  Now, .  all  this,  and  much 
wor(e,  you  do,  when  you  fit  down  unpreparedly  at  d:e 
Lord's  table,  and  eat  and  drink  iinworthily. 

Nay,  you  are  hereby  guiltv  of  the  bafeft  difingenuityj 
and  of  folemn  mocking  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift :  For^ 
by  coming  to  the 'Lord's  table,  you  pretend  to  be  doing 
honour  to  Chrift,  to  be  deeply  affe£i;ed  with  his  fufier- 
ings,  and  to  declare  your  abhorrence  of  fin,  that  was  the 
caufe  thereof.  Now,  when  there  is  really  no  fuch  thing, 
but,  on  the  contraipy,  fin  is  hugged  and  embraced,  wh^t . 
is  this  but  horrid  dii&mulation  with  an  all-feeing  God  ^ 

1<^ 
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fca,  It  is  an  a£Uiig  of  Judas's  part  oyer  again^  a  ^  be- 
traying of  the  Son  of  man  with  a  WU.^ 

DuXf  which,  is  worft  of  all,  by  this  Gn  yon  become 
«  guilty  of  the  body  and  blood  of  the  Lord  f  F0T9  n 
he  is  juftly  reckoned  acceilbry  to  a  murder,  who  dtfaer 
confents  to  it,  makes  light  of  it,  or  that  abets  and  o^ 
tertains  the  murderers ;  So  unworthy  oommanicaiit% 
who  look  upon  the  death  and  fufFerings  of  the  Son  of 
God  without  remorfe  for  their  fins  that  pierced  him, 
nay,  love  and  lodge  thefe  traitors  in  their  hearts  tliat 
betrayed  and  crucified  the  Lord  of  glory,  are  plainly 
acceflory  to  the  Jews  horrid  guilt  of  fliedding  the  Uood 
of  JefusChrift. 

It  is  a  fearful  thing  to  be  guilty  of  any  man's  bloodf 
even  of  the  blood  of  a  wicked  man  :  But,  how  much 
more  to  be  guilty  of  the  blood  of  a  righteous  perfon,  &* 
ven  of  the  Holy  One  of  God  ?  Simple  murder  is  a  crying 
fin,  Gen.  iv.  10.  "  The  voice  of  thy  brother's  blood 
crieth  to  me  from  the  ground."  It  cries  fo,  that  it  gites 
God  no  reft,  as  it  were,  till  he  come  and  take  vengeance 
on  the  fliedder  of  it.  Nature's  light  taught  the  Barho' 
ruins  that  vengeance  w$uid  not  suffer  a  murderer  tg  iivCf 
A£ts  xxviii.  4*  But,  O  what  a  cry  do  you  think  the  in- 
nocent blood  of  Chrift  muft  have  againft  the  guilty 
communicant !  It  is  terrible  to  have  that  blood  which 
pleads  for  tinners,  crving  againil  thee.  Chrift's  blood 
applied  by  faith,  *'  (pesis  better  things  than  the  blood 
of  Abel  :*'  But  when  it  is  trampled  on  in  the  facrament} 
it  doth  fpcak  and  cry  worfc  things  than  the  blood  of 
Abel  J  it  will  cry  for  more  terrible  vengeance  than  A- 
bel's  blood  did.  Wo  to  that  poor  loul,  for  whom 
Chrid's  blood  fpeaks  not,  but  ten  thoufand  woes  to  that 
foul  which  this  blood  fpeaks  againft. 

It  is  the  worft  kind  of  tre?fon,  to  (bed  the  blo6d  of  an 
earthly  king  ;  but,  what  wickednefs  muft  it  be  to  (hed 
the  blood  of  the  King  of  kings,  one  drop  whereof  is 
more  precious  than  all  the  blood  which  ever  ran  in  the 
veins  of  the  kings  and  princes  of  the  world  tince  its  firft 
creation  !  We  fee  what  David  faid  concerning  the  mo- 
tion for  killing  king  Saul :  **  Who  can  ftretcn  out  his 
hand  againft  die  Lord's  aaointed,  and  bp  guiJtlefs  .^ 

I  Sam. 
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r  Sarp,  xxvi,  9,    But,  O  who  can  be  Miltlcfs  that 
Inrtches  oUt  his  hand  againft  the  Son  of  God  ?  **  Had 
^imri  peace  who  flew  ht&  mafter  ?''  cried  Jezebel  t6 
fehu,  2  Ejngs  ix«'3i«     And  thinkeft  thoU  to  have 
peace^  Q  communicant,  that ,  gqtit  to  flay  thy  mailer 
ind  Redeemer  too  ?    If  God  declaredj^  that  on  him 
who .  flew  Cain,  "  Vengeance  fhould  be  taken  fevcn- 
Ebld  i"  Gen.  iv.  1 5.     Wliat  vengeance  (hall  be  takca 
W  Mfn  that  flayeth  Jefus  Chrift  ?    Hkdft  thou  never 
harlh  thoughts  of  ihe  Jews  JFor  their  cruelty  to  the  Son 
i>f  God,  and  yet  wilt  thou  be  guilty  of  wbrfe  thyfelf  ? 
Xhe  Jiews  crucified  him  but  once,  but  thou,  by  continu- 
ing to  be  an  unworthy  receiveri  crucifieft  him  often  ; 
they   did  it  ighorahtly,  but  thou  dpft  it  kiiowingly; 
And  the  time  when  thou  conimitteft  this  fin,  makes  thy 
guilt  pipdigioufly  ^reat.     Would  it  not  be  reckoned  a 
piece  of  the  nioa  batbardus  wickedhefs  in :  a  poor  tra- 
veller, that  was  found  ftarving  by  the  >^ay-fide,  and  out 
of  pity  taken  in  by  a  perfon  given  to  hofpitality,  for 
him  to  rife  up,  without  any  provocatidti^  and  ftab  his 
Jcind  friend*  while  he  .were,  entertaining  him  s^t  his  owrt 
tabl^  f .   What  a  mohftrbus  crime  would  thi^  be  I    But^ 
how.  thueh  mdte  h  it  for  jrou  to  pierce  and  ftab  Jefus 
Chrift,  when  he  19  makiiig  a  rich  feaft  for  you,  difplay- 
ing  hia  banner  of  love,  and  inviting  you  to  take  fanc^ 
tu^ry  in  his  woUnds  !    ,  , 

.  It  was  a  dreadful  ^urfe  aiidi  im^ecation  that  the  Jewsi 
;JRrl{h'd  agaiijft  themfdves.,  Mat.xxvii.  25  *♦  His  blood 
Ve  Qri  Ua  and  upon  our  children."  And  now  ithas  accord- 
ingly lien  upon  their  heads  thefe  1600  years,  which  has 
inade  them  the  inoft  miferable  people  oii  the  face  of  the 
^rth.  ^d  wilt  thoii  venture,  by  a  ra(h  approach  to 
^he  Lord's  table,  to  bring  the  Jews  curfe  upon  thyfelf  ? 
Nay^  ftand  in  awe. of  this  (in,  and  the  curfe  following 
on  it,  and  fay  with  David,  (when  Abifhai  perfiiaded 
Jum  to  flay  Saul)  «^  The  Lord  forbid  that  I  ftiould 
(Iretch  fortli  my  hand  againft  the  Lord's  anointed/*  So^ 
>rhen  fatan  or  thy  own  heart  would  perfuade  thee  ti5bc 
(light  in  thy  fdf  examination,  formal  in  thy  humilia- 

S'on  for  fin,  and  carelefs  in  thy  preparation  for  this  or- 
inance,  that  thou  mighteft  be  guilty  of  the  body  and 
Voii.  I.  3D  blood 


368      OftheSm^ Vmworify  Commmicmiug.  bired.  Vt 


Uood  of  the  Lord ;  let  conictenee  then  ciy  out,  God 
fwrhU  ihn  Ifittdijlrttcb  out  my  haniagmfl  Jefus  Chrif 
tie  Lord's  anmntei  Hovf  can  I  do  tk'u  'tvu'kfdnefs,  aid 
Jin  -ag^infl  God^  and  wrong  my  oum  foul  i 

O  oommunicanty  if  thou  venture  on  this  horrid  crime^ 
God  will  remember  it  agiinfl  thee,  and  make  it  bitter  to 
thee  another  day  in  another  place,  if  mercy  preventnot. 
As  Reuben  told  his  brethren  when  they  were  in  diftrcb} 
Gen.  xlii.  22*  ^  Spake  I  not  unto  you,'  fayinfr,  fin  not 
a^amft  the  t4iild«  and  ye  would  not  hear  ?  Therefore, 
behold,  his  Uood  is  required.'*  So,  if  you  af^roach  \» 
the  Lord's  taUe  in  fin,  or  in  a  formal  way,  atid  without 
preparation,  then  look  for  it,  when  afiit£lion,  fickneft, 
or  death,  comes;  or,  at  leaft,  in  the  other  world,  that 
confcience  will  fly  in  thy  face,  and  fay,  fpMke  Instwitf 
thee  J  faying^  do  not  fin  againji  the  hoiy  chiid  Jtfus^  and  thm 
Moouldft  not  hear  ?  Therefore^  beheld^  his  biood  is  nqmrd 
nt  your  hands*  And,  O,  what  Wilt  thou  do  in  liich  ad 
hour ! 

If  thou  wouldft  prerent  fuch  a  challenge,  tale  liec^ 
to  thy  preparation,  and  notice  the  frame  of  thy  hetrt. 
Remember,  God  will  take  exa£t  notice  of  what  refeeft 
thou  haft  to  the  body  and  blood  of  his  Son,  and  hoW 
thou  prepareft  to  receive  it,  Matt.  xxii.   1 1;  I2.  13* 
**  And  when  the  king  came  to  fee  the  goefts^  he  faw 
there  a  man  which  had  not  on  a  wedding- garment.*' 
Chriil  obierves  all  tliofe  that  come  to  his  table  \  and,  if 
there  be  but  one  unprepared,  he  cannot  efcape  his  eye, 
be  the  number  or  crowd  never  fo  great.     He  obfervei 
wiih  what  appetite  thou  goeft  to  this  heavenly  fe»ft  5 
he  obferves  wich  what  rcfolution  againft  fin  for  time  to 
come,  thou  goetl  for  pardon  of  fins  paft.     H«  tiotices, 
O  communicant,  if  thou  goeil  to  this  gofpeUerdinance, 
in  a  gofpel  order.     And,  wilt  thou  dare  to  trample  oil 
tlie  blood  of  the  Son  of  God,  as  the  blood  of  a  male* 
fa£lor,  and  even  when  he  iiimfelf  ftands  .und  looketh 
on.     Will  not  the  fenfe  of  his  piercing  eye  overawe  you 
at  fuch  a  time  ^  Surely,  if  in  any  time  of  thy  life  thou 
would  be  extraordinarily  ferious,  this  ought  to  be  the 
ieafon.     Now  thou  oughteft  fo  to  prepare  for  this  feaft, 
that  the  mailer  of  it  may  fee  thou  art  watchful  of  his 
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fiye,  tender  of  his  honour,  and  fearful  of  his  angers* 
Forget  not  what  was  the  fate  of  that  man  wha  came  to 
the  weddings feaft  wkhont  a  wedding*  ^rment  ;  vAicn 
the  kti^  challenged  him,  he  nuaTjpeechlipy  and  his  fen^ 
feenee  was,  *^  bind  him  hand  and  foot|  and  takr  him  a- 
vay,  and  caft  him  into  utter  darkncfg ;  there  {hall  be 
weeping  and  gnaOiing  of  teeth." 
:  Remember  alfo  what  ftri£k  or^rs  were  given  con- 
cerning mount  Sinai,  when  God  folemnly  appeared  on 
it  ^  .**  If  a  bead  did  but  touch  it,  it  wa»  to  be  ilrickeii 
through  with  a  dart.''  And,  wilt  thou  venture  to  touch 
the  table  of  the  Lord  with  a  beaftly  heart,  a  heart  pof- 
fefled  with  brutifh  lulls  ?  Mayeft  thou  not  fear  to  b« 
ftricken  through  with  a  dart  of  God's  wrath  ? 

Wc  read  of  fome,  as  the  empevor  Henry,  and  Pope 
VkEior  II.  that  were  poifoned  with  the  facramem,  by  the 
wickednefs  of  the  prieils,  who  mingled  poifpn  with  the 
bread  and  wine.  Dtdfi  thou,  O  communicant,  appre«i 
hend  that  the  bread  and  wine  before  thee  were  poifon- 
fidy  would  not  the  Tery  fufpicion  make  thee  tremble  to 
jtat  and  drink  of  it  ?  Wei),  if  thou  art  an  unworthy  re* 
eetrer,  there  is  poifon  in  it  tojthy  foul,  and  ^ou  haft 
ground  to  cry  to  the  minifter,  as  the  i4Mis  of  the  pro- 
piiets  did  to  Elifha,  a  Kmgs  iv.  40,  ^'  O  thou  man  of 
God,  there  is  death  in  the  pot  ;'^  there  i&  poifon  in  the 
bread,  there  is  wrath  in  the  cup  c  How  ihali  1  partake^ 
tiU  this  meal  be  falsified  to  ir^e,  and  my  foul  jum&ifi- 
ed  for  it  ?  ^ 

Our  Lord  makes  a  qu^eftion,  LtAe  xi.  if,  ^^  \i  a  foA 
a4c  bread  of  his  father,  will  he  give  him  a  ftone  ?''  No| 
he  will  not  deal  fo  with  a  bvn  that  comes  to  his  table 
fincerely  to.  feek  bread  for  his  hjingry  foul  %  but  with  an 
.enemy  that  comes  unpreparedly  to  htm,  he  will  give  a 
ftone  inftead  of  bcead  :  Unworthy  receiving  makes  a 
%^rttnfubftanUat'ton  here,  it  chapgeth  the  hfead  into  T^Jtont ; 
io  that  it  wiU  no  more  hourim  ihy  foak^^  than  a  ftone 
would  do  thy  body :  Nay,  hk^  3"ftone,  it  wM  choke 
and  kill  thee,  if  the  jphynciaa  of  ibuls  do>ao«  pr«lvejit  it. 

We  are  tdd  by  the  apoftipv  ^^  unworthy  receiving 

bsiags  on  temporal  judgoientSi  as.,^ell  asfpirittta)and 

0t»rna]j,    It  brings  on  fickne&  and  m^taiity  on  our  bo- 
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^ies,  1  Cor.  u.  30,  "  For  this  caufe  many  are  weak  an4 
fickly  amonf(  you,  and  many  fleep.'*  And  foncie  think  it 
was  the  peftilence,  or  fome  fuch  mortal  diftemper,  that 
the  Corinthians  unworthy  receiving  did  bring  on  diem. 
Well,  let  us  think  on  this ;  furely,  if  ever  the  pefiilence 
come  into  Scotland,  we  may  look  on  unworthy  com- 
jnunicating  as  a  chief  caufe  of  this  defolating  ftroke. 

What  a  great  riik  then,  O  finner,  doft  thou  run,  wheq 
thou  ventureft  to  this  holv  table,  without  due  prepan^ 
tion  ?  Thou  even  runneft  upon  the  boflcs  of  God*! 
buckler»  and  provoked  the  vengeance  of  God  againft 
thyfelf.  Thou  maycft  juftly  cxpcft  thr.t  God  will  turn 
it  into  fuch  a  fe^ft  to  thee,  as  Belihazzar's  was  to  himi 
who,  in  the  time  thereof,  faw  **  a  hand  upon  the  wall 
writing  his  condemnation,  fo  that  his  countenance  was 
changed,  his  thoughts  troubled  him,  and  his  knees  fmote 
pne  againft  another."  In  this  ordinance  you  make  a 
very  near  approach  to  God  that  is  infinitely  holy^  and 
who  is  terrible  from  his  holy  places  Lhe  nearer  God's 
altari  the  fire  of  divine  jealoufy  burns  the  hotter ;  and 
a  wrong  touch  or  lock  at  that  time  is  criminal,  and  may 
coft  you  dear.  The  Lord  fmote  Uzza  dead  for  one 
rafh  touch  which  he  gavt  the  iirk  \  he  fmote  50,000  of 
the  men  of  BethfhemeO  ,  for  n  irreverent  look  into  the 
^rk ;  he  devoured  with  fire  from  heaven  Nadab  and 
Abihu>  for  offering  ftrange  incenfe  at  his  altar :  And 
what  he  may  do  to  thee  for  a  raCh  approach  to  his  holy 
table,  none  can  tell.  God.niiy  make  thee  a  monument 
of  wrath  where  thou  fitteft,  (Irike  thee  dead  with  the 
))read  in  thy  mouth,  or  cup  in  tiiy  hand  ;  and,  if  it  be 
ptherwife,  thou  wilt  be  highly  indebted  tp  the  divine  pa- 
tience for  fparing  thee. 

And,  indeed,  we  have  caufe  to  be  aftoniflied  at  the 
matcblefs  gopdnefs  and  long-fuffering  of  God,  in  iuf- 
fering  fo  inany  thoufands  of  vile  murderers  to  live  fo 
long  ip  this  world,  and  that  he  (hould  fuffer  them  to 
apprpach  his  t^ble,  and  to  wound  and  ftab  his  dear  Son 
over  apd  pver  again,  when  he  hath  flames  and  ven- 
geance at  command,  and  can  more  eafily  cruOi  them  all| 
^han  we  can  do  a  moth  \  and,  which  is  yet  more,  that 
be  ihoul4  unto  fuch  murderers  make  and  repeat  his  of' 
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fers  of  that  blood  which  they  have  fpilt,  to  ^xraflv  them 
from  the  guilt  of  (hedding  it. .  And  indeed  it  is  this, 
and  nothing  but  this,  which  is  able  to  do  it., 

But|  though  Qod  be  patient  and  merciful,  he  will 
not  bear  always  with  fuch  criminals;  no,  he  hatl^ 
many  fpiritual  and  inviGble  judgements,  which  he  in* 
fli£ls  upon  them.  He  makes  fearful  breaches  upoi| 
their  fouls.  He  frequently  lets  loofe  fatan  againft  them, 
fo  that  fatan  enters  in  with  the  fop.  And,  how  fear- 
ful a  thing  is  it,  for  the  devil  to  be  permitted  to  enter 
into  a  man  or  woman,  and  to  do  it  at  the  Lprd^s  table, 
ib  that  the  man  rifes  up  from  this  holy  table  with 
more  eagernefs  after  his  Ivifts,  and  with  more  refolution 
and  (Irength  to  do  the  devirs  fervice,  than  before  I 
And  thus  the  table  of  the  Lord  becomes  the  table  ofdev'uSf 
and  the  cifp  of  the  Lord  the  cup  of  devils^  to  fuch  peifons* 
And,  (hould  God  alfo  let  loofe  fatan  againft  their 
bodies,  as  upon  Judas  after  the  fop,  what  terrible 
havock  would  he  make  among  unworthy  communi- 
cants ?  How  fearfully  would  he  revenge  the  blood  of 
Chrift?  Many  communion-tables  would  he  turn  into 
Golgothas  and  Aceldaipas,  places  Xiijkulls  and  fields  of 
(flood* . 

As  the  fweeteft  wine  becomes  the  (harpeft  vinegar, 
fo  communion-love,  when  abufed,  brings  the  foreft 
wrath.  The  death  and  fufferings  of  Jefus  Chrift  are 
the  moft  ferious  and  awful  things  that  ca«  be  prefented 
in  the  world,  and  therefore  not  to  be  dallied  with. 
The  blood  of  Chri(l:  is  the  moft  precious  thing  in  the 
world,  and  therefore  a  drop  cannot  be  fpilt  without  z, 
cry  for  vengeance.  And,  have  not  the  bcft  of  us,  alas, 
ground  to  fear  we  have  contracted  much  pf  this  guilt  I 
Were  our  hearts  never  hard,  our  affedlions  dead,  our  Ipi* 
rits  carnal,  and  our  minds  wandering,  when  we  have  fat: 
(down  at  the  Lord's  table  I  Ngy,  have  we  not  all  reafon 
to  cry  with  David,  Pfal.  li.  "  Deliver  me  frpm  blood-p- 
guiltinefs,  O  God,  thou  God  of  my  falvation,  and  mf 
tongue  fhall  fing  aloud  of  thy  loving-  kindnefs  r  Ought 
we  not  all  carefully  to  guard  and  earneftly  to  pray  a« 
gaipft  this  crying  fin)  and  fo  prepare  ourfelves  for  this 
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IioIt  table,  that  we  may  not  poilbn  our  precious  foria 
witti  that  choice  cordia]»  which  is  intended  fbr  ovr 
health  and  eternal  welfare  ? 


PiRECT.  VII.  In  order  to  your  better  preparation  far 
the  Lorcrs  fupper,  fequeftrate  yourfehes  froa 
worldly  cares  and  bufinefs  fome  time  before. 

WHEN  you  fee  the  time  of  this  folemn  apprcmA 
drawing  near,  separate  yourselves  from  the  worlds  and  fa 
earthly  thoughts  aiide,  that  you  may  the  better  applf 
yourfelf  to  the  fpirttual  work  you  h  .ve  in  hand.  Un- 
der the  law,  the  Jews  were  unfit  for  keeping  the  pat 
fever  at  the  time  appointea,  in  two  caies.  Numb.  ii« 
either  if  they  had  touched  a  dead  hdy,  or  were  in  ajcar^ 
ney.  The  flrft  made  a  man  unclean,  fo  that  he  bdbor* 
f*d  not  to  meddle  with  that  holy  ordinance,  till  he  were 
cleanfed  according  to  the  inftituted  method,  which  tool 
»p  fome  time  to  do  it.  The  fccond  made  him  unfit,  ia 
regard  his  mind  and  thoughts  would  be  fo  diftra£ted  witb 
the  bufinefs  of  his  journey,  that  he  could  not  be  in  » 
compofcd  frame  for  keeping  the  paffover;  His  heait 
would  be  unfixed  and  difturbed  with  worldly  thought?* 

There  are  not  a  few  who  feem  to  think,  if  they  be  free 
from  a  dead  Bbdy^  i.  e.  if  they  be  not  defiled  with  fomO 
grofs  or  fcandalous  fin,  they  are  fit  enough  for  the  fecra- 
rnent ;  and  that  they  may  approach  tp  it,  though  tbcj 
hare  their  hearts  in  journeys  travelling  up  and  down  af- 
ter their  worldly  affairs.  No,  te  not  miftaken  ;  a /W- 
ney  unfits  you  for  the  gofpel-pafibrer,  as  well  as  a  deai 
body ;  z  journeying  earthly  heart,  as  well  as  a  notour 
defilement  by  any  grofs  fin.  If  you  would  be  worthjf 
receivers,  you  mud  be  abftraded  from  the  cares  and 
iranities  of  this  lower  world,  and  feejs  afttr  a  (layedi 
fpirttual,  and  heavenly  fran^e  of  heart.  Be  not  as  pieii 
in  a  journey  when  ye  come  to  the  Lord's  table,  but  lay 
afide  all  wandering  and  earthly  thoughts  i  for,  if  you 
{^rboujr  thcfe  about  fuch  a  tiipe^  you  wiU  not  be  in  ca^ 

to 
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teanfwcr  the  apoftle*s  rule,  i  Cor.  ¥ii.  35.    **  Attend 
upon  the  Lord  without  diftraflion.** 

We  are  told,  that  in  the  temple  of  Jerufalem,  not<^ 
vithftanding  of  the  great  abundance  of  fleQi  facrificed  iti 
it,  Bot  one  flie  was  to  be  feen  (lirring  there.  And  lb 
it  fliould  be  with  us  at  the  facramefit ;  not  a  flie  of  aii 
carthlf  or  wandering  thought  (hould  be  allowed  to  buzz: 
or  ftir  there*  Now,  if  thefe  flies  be  not  driven  awaf 
before-hatidy  diej  will  furely  pefter  70a  in  the  t)emple» 
tajtroiftble  you  when  you  have  nioft  to  do  4  nay,  they 
^  mar  die  d«ity«  and  corrupt  the  facrifice,  as  that 
griefous  fwarm  of  flies  (mentioned  Exod«  rtii.  24.)  did 
tk  land  of  Egypt. 

b  k  a  flirewd  fign,  then,  that  thofe  who  bring  earthly 
^tA  wandering  hearts  with  them  to  the  Lord's  table  are 
Xgyptians,  iK>t  true  Ifraelites;  feeing  they  have  the 
l^yptiaa  plagues  of  flies  upon  them.  In  the  forecked 
i[»boe  we  are  told,  that  there  came  a  grievous  fwarm  cf 
flies  into  the  houjtes  oi  Pharaoh  and  his  fervants,  and  bok^ 
to  idl  the  land  of  Egypt,  fo  that  the  land  wafi^corrupted 
^lereby ;  but  in  the  land  of  Go(faen,  where  the  HxixA^ 
lies  dwelt,  there  were  no  f warms  of  ^iesA  So,  ifyewouid 
ht  wordiy  coflimunicants,  ye  (houU  be  at  die  facramem^ 
like  the  Ifraelites  tn  €k>(hen^  free  of  that  Egyptiaa 
jilague  of  flies ;  you  mud  not  have  fwarms  of  cartfalf 
iihoug^ts  to  trouble  you  therewith  their  buzzingnoife  and 
importunity.  And  the  only  way  to  be  frt^  of  them  is 
to  drive  them  away  timeoufly  before^  and  purge  your 
hearts  of  earthly  affeftions. 

You  ought  to  do  as  Abraham,  when  he  was  called  bj 
God  to  iacrifice  Ifaac,  on  mount  Moris^  Oen.  xxik 
4«  5*  '^  When  he  faw  the  place  afar  off,  he  faid  to  hk 
young  men,  abide  you  here  with  the  a(s,  and  I  and  the 
jad  wUl  go  yonder  and  worfliip,  and  come  again  unto  yott« 
Abrahan)  knew,  if  they  had  gone  alongft  with  him,  they" 
wottld  have  fo  difturbed  him,  with  their  calamour  and 
hoife,  that  he  could  not  have  offered  the  (acrifice  with 
any  freedom  and  tranquillity  of  (pirit;  therefore  trheii 
ht  faw  the  place  afar  off,  he  orders  them  to  ftay  beu 
hind«  The  fame  (hould  we  be  doing  with  our  worldljf 
aflfairs  when  we  fee  the  time  afar  .  off^  and  much  more 

when 
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when  we  fee  the  time  approaching  dnd  at  hand  :  Thdi 
we  fliould  ^ve  ftri£l  orders  tb  all  our  earthly  thoughts 
aiid  bufinefs  to  Hand  afide;  and  hdt  only  nbt  to  go  to 
the  moiint  with  us,  but  to  go  to  our  clofets  and  retir- 
ing places  ^th  us.  Poffibly  at  fuch  a  time  feme  affiiif 
of  importance  may  offer  to  thy  itiind,  and  require  to  be 
confidered ;  but  treat  all  fecular  aVocations  as  Neho- 
miah  did  Sanballat  and  Gelhem,  when  they  fent  to  him; 
Neh.  vi.  a  fayinet;  "  G)me  let  us  meet  together  in  fomc 
of  the  villages,"  &c.  Bat  mark  how  he  anfwers  fhcm, 
ver.  3.  "  And  I  fcnt  meffengers  to  them;  faying,  I  am 
doing  a  great  work,  lb  that  1  cannot  come  down.  Why 
fliould  the  work  ceafe,  whilft  I  leave  it  and  come  down 
to  you  ?''  And  though  thefe  companions  had  fo  roW 
and  peremptory  an  anfwcr,  yet  they  wfcrt  importuhing 
him  ftill,  ver.  4.  "  Yet  they  fcnt  unto"  mh  f6ur  times  af- 
ter this  fort."  But  he  ftill  anfwered  th^m  in  the  fanie 
inanner.  Thus  it  will  be  with  i  maft  wheri  h^  begins 
to  fcqueftrate  himfelf  for  a6tual  pireparatiort  for  the  fa- 
cratnent  \  this  and  the  6ther  bufitlefs  will  be  filing  u{^ 
on  hith,  that  it  may  be  confidered  and  attended  :  But 
let  your  anfwer  be,  "  I  am  doing  a  gffeat  Wofk,  1  art 
preparing  myfelf  for  the  facfament,  I  catfnot  Wait  upon 
you.  Why,  (hoold  the  work  of  preparation  ceafe  whiltt 
I  leave  it  and  attend  on  you  ?"  And  though  they  haunt 
and  importune  you  many  times  after  this  fort^  yet  ftill 
anfwer  them'in  the  fame  manilet 

Likewife,  remember  how  Nehemiah  treated  thofe  mer- 
chants that  violated  the  fabbach,  Neh.  xiii.  19.  **  When 
it  began  to  be  dark  before  the  fabbath,  I  command- 
ed the  gates  to  be  (hut,  and  charged  that  they  (hould 
not  be  opened  till  after  the  fabbath  ;  and  fome  of  my 
fervants  1  fet  at  the  gates."  Do  fo  with  yoilr  worldly 
affairs,  (hut  up  the  gates  on  your  hearts  againft  them,  and 
let  them  not  be  opened  till  all  the  duties  of  the  folemn 
tccafion  be  ended.  Perhaps,  like  thofe  merchants,  they 
will  be  hovering .  about  the  gates  for  entrance :  And 
therefore  fet  confcience  to  watch  at  the  gates,  teftify  a-< 
gainft  them,  rebuke  and  threaten  them,  as  Nehemiah  did; 
Let  thy  fpiht^  in  a  holy  indignation,  rife  againft  them; 
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checjc  and.chace.them  from  .you,  aa  cpming  moft  unfca« 
fonably  to.the  hurt  and  prejijdice  qf  thy  precious. foul. 

As  our  Saviour  .{ays  about  prayer,  ^at.  vi.  6.  *'  .En- 
ter into  thy  clofct,  and  when  thou.Jiaft.ftmt  thy  rfoor, 
,pray  j"  fo  may . I  ^fay  concerning  prepar4tion,fQr.the  (a- 
(Cr;)ment,,entqr  into  thy  clofec,  and,  when  (hou  huii^Aiut 
:il\y  dpor,  prepare, tj^yfrlf  by  .meditation,  .fclf  examina- 
*tion,  and  prayer  ;  ?inil  cfpecially  fliut  .the  doors  of  tfey 
ll^eart  a^aind  fecular  cares  and  earthly  thoughts  abo^c. 
ti\y,bu(ineirs,  and  then  fet  about. the. M'ork-  '^be  work 
js  fo  ju^cighty,  that  it  requires  all  thy  thoughts  to  be  <m- 
plpyed  about  it.  It  concerns  you  to  put  your. foul  in 
ihCff^n^c  order  and  (late,  as  if.  God  were  calling  you  to 
iurrender  it  to  him  by  death  j  and,  jfypu  be  not  ready 
■to  die,  neither  arc  you  to  receive  the  facrament.  Ail 
^communicants  (liould  be  in  fuch  a  pofture  as  our  Lond 
du;e£ls,  .Lnke  xii.  35.  36.  "  Let  your  loins  be  girded 
f^bojyit,  and  your  lights  burning;  and  ye  yourfelves  Uk^ 
pptp  inen  that  wait  for. their  Uprd,  th^t,  when  hecom- 
iBth  aqdjlfnpcketh,  ypu  mayppenj©  him  immediately." 
Noff,  if  your* hearts: be. incumbered  with  wordly  thmgSj 
you  cannot  l^  in  cafe  to  anfwer  this  direAion  \  you  canv 
Qpt.i^  in  a  fit  attentive  pofture,  to  meet  with,  an.d  wait 
))PQn  the  Mafter  of  the  feaft.  Q  communicant,  wouldit 
^ou  have  this  prdinance  comfortaible  ^  fay,  then,  fooic- 
tii^es  before  it.  Farewell,  my  wife  and  children,  friends 
aqd  fecular  concerns  ;  abide*  ypji  here  at  the  foot  of  the 
^punt.:  Be  huihcjd  and  mortified,  all  irregular  pafTions 
anfl  afle£iions  ;  you  are  a  clog  to  my  foul,  I  have  fome- 
thing  elfe  to  do  than  attend  you* 

It  is  mod  lameiitdble  to  confider  how  many  come  to 
the  facrament  in  fuch  an  unprepared  manner.  NIany  are 
in  ihcit  Journeys  when  thy  fit  down  at  tiie  Lord's  table  ; 
many,  Egyptian- like,  are  environed  with  2f%varm  of  files  ^ 
wandering  and  earthly  thoughts ;  many  brin;^  thrtir 
Jervants  and  affes  to  the  very  mount  of  facrifice ; 
OMUiy  cleave  the  Lord's  work  in  the  very  middle,  to 
jpKCt  .with,  their  Sanbaltaisi  and  Qefijtvu  ;  they  open  the. 

fntij.im  the  very  facrament- day  to    their    merchants: 
(ay,  the  world  is  both  ^l  ^eii  hearts  and  mouths  a- 
}^ut  this  Solemn  .^cafion* 
Vqi.  L  3  E  If 
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If  ik  ihQiUd  aik  the  ^ucftien  at  mwf  MitaiSai0dtf{, 
vfhiqk  our 'I^fd  aike^  Uie^wq  dtiotplea  liic{mni|iok«»' 
tog  tO;  Emmau$t  Lnkt  twr*  17^'  ^  What  uniiicriid 
commun|catioD9  aw  th<i9  that  yc^jha?^  one- tojanotKei 
at  je  >^alk  by  ihe  uray  i'^  What  roaim^  trfrcuiifaihft 
and  ccHnmuniqatiotiB  ywif;  tb^oT^  hadtogorbcri  jrhia 
ye  vent  home  frpm  the  preparatieii^fiMicm  I  ffif^M^ 
ye  had.  the  very  morning  aa  ye  walked  tpgetfitii  toodf 
.  chuflch  tp  receive  the  fa^'rament?  Haw^aibaip<ififiiaril 
m^ny^^ominumcanta  be  to  tell  what  ^«(laQnofl|^4ili^ 
CThere  are  many  who  could  not  anfwer  tb<S<^^"^ Aeft 
two  diUciplea,  v..  19^.  V  concerning  Jdus  ofVwxsak^f 
we  were  talking  concerning  a  drucijui  ^/ut^  ci^g^lotd^ 
Redeemer;  concerning  the  advantage tif  nirediH^aitt 
bini  in  the  &crament»  and  the  pieparatbn  IkicriSiLfir 
diat  end.  Nay,  it  is  fx>  be  fearedi  the  anfwfjf  oC^^n^ 
would-be,  if  they  (hould  be  ingenooiiSj  IrcMeretitpftiiii 
about  onr,^pr|i}  cattle,  merchandife,  famflie^}idaliM$ 
iic^ ;  ^hefe  things,  alai^.  many  brvAg  in  'tfaoir.fnoiAatfO 
ihe  very  chufch^opr*  But^ihould  weftarclHmpf&M* 
rowly,  and  propofe  another  queftton  :  "  WhatmaiinK 
of  thoughts  were  thofe  youenteirtained.difiih  night,  ti 
that  flAorning,  before  the  facrament  ?^  .Oh*,-  ^  world 
wouid  cry«  Fy  and  Jhame  on  the  though ta  c^  imany  /if 
they  w^re  known.  Well,  remember  it, our all^CeeisgJjoid 
knows  them  all,  and  you  may  exped  he  wilQ  anfweeyott 
according  tO:  the  idols^  of  your  heart.  O  purge  yiotf 
heans  from  vainthoughts  and  fequeftrate  yourfirijircsffOin 
worldly  buOn^fs,  if  you  would  rightly,  prepare  iont.  diifl 
ordinance,  and  profit  in  partaking  of  it*  ,:ri  ^^- 

PiRECT.  VIII.  Set  fome  time  aprt  for  therwork  "A 
fclf-examination,  before  you  appr^ch  to^tbe  Edrd's 
table.  '   '       .  ''■"j 

THIS  i3  a  duty  indifpenfibly  neceflary  untp^  Wlbf 
partaking,  1  Cor.  xi.  28.  *'  But  let  a  man  e^amtehitirs 
felF,  ?Lnd  &  let  him  eat  of^t  bread,  and  ^dfinkioCltliil( 
cup*^  "^M^  word  whi^h  tbeapoftle  ufctJn  Wfr*  rfrfiulf 
^eu^  fig^ifij^a  diligent  and  narrow  iieareh  iotp7d]l&fia^ 
ture  ^d  properties  of  a  thing,  as  a.goki^Mth;pimiesibt 

go^aefs 
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goodneier  of  his  metal.  It  lies  m  a  clofe  and  free  com- , 
muntiig  with  pur  own  hearts,  by  (iftingour  fouls  before 
thfe  tribunal  of  confcience,  and  bringing  our  ftate  and 
a&iohs  to  be  tried  there  by  the  rule  oiF  God's  word. 
JBclf  ^examination  is  a  reflex  a6b  of  the  mind,  whereby 
iV9e.  turn  our  eyes  backward,  and  take  a  view  of  our  by- 
{)aft  life  ;  and  alfo  inward,  in  order  to  ranfack  the  ftate 
of  our  hearts,  and  the  principles  and  fcope  of  our  ac- 
tions, hj  putting  fiich  queftions  to  oiirfelves  as  thefe, 
•,^  What  have  we  been  doing  ?  Wherein  have  we  of- 
fended ?  What  are  we  doing  now  ?  Where  am  I,  and 
whither  do  I  defign  to  go  ?  What  fliall  I  do  to  be  fav* 
cd  >  Wherewithal  thall  I  appear  before  the  Lord  ?•* 
This  duty  fuppofes  a  (erious  paufe  of  the  foul,  an  ar- 
teftingof  the  thoughts,  and  an  awakeuing  of  our  powers 
and  facilities  to  be  attentive  to  this  work,  that  we  may 
proceed  with  all  calmiiefs  and  ferenity,  ferioufilefs  and 
deiiberatioii,  in  a  matter  fo  important,  that  we  may  find 
out  the  truth  of  our  tfate,  and  iincerity  of  our  perfor- 
mances, the  corruption  of  our  hearts,  and  enormities  o£ 
our  lives.  And  this  muft  be  an  exaft.ahd  impartial 
fearch.  A  geneiral  furvey  of  ourfelves  will  not  fufEcc 
to  difcover  things  as  they  really  are  5  for  Satan  and  our 
own  hearts  are  very  deceitful,  and  ready  to  impofe  up- 
ein  us  in  this  matter :  Therefore  we  muft  be  very  faith- 
fuiyand  particular  in  our  examinatidn  before  the  facra- 
ment,  and  not  fift  in  generals,  or  content  ourfelves  with 
a  fuperficial  enquiry.  Some,  at  fiich  ari  dccafion,  a£t 
like  Nebuchadnezzar,  Dan.  ii.  3.  5.  "I  have  dreamed 
a  dream,  (fays  he)  but  the  thing  is  gone  from  me  :'* 
So,  fay  fome,  /  have  Jtnned^  I  have  come  JJjort :  but 
icarce  can  tell  wherein,  when  put  to  it. 

JS  yoi\  wQ^ld  deal  faithfully  in  this  work,  you  mull 
retire  from  the  world,  and  fiimmon  yourfelves  to  the 
bar  of  your  own  cohfciences,  acCufe  yourfelves  plainly, 
ariki  try  yourfelves  irripartially  by  the  laws  of  heayeti,  re- 
friftered:  in  the  holy  fcriptiires.  And  if  ydu  would  Have  i 
jttft  fen  tence  pronounced  concerning  your  ftate  arid  ways^ 
then  ye  mufl:  ih  the  firft  jflacelook  up  to  God  forlight^ 
dhre£li6n,  and  afflftance  •,  and  then  ye  muft  excite  and  a-^ 
iirake  c6n£eience  to  do  its  o0ice,  and  to  fpeak  and  judge 
■:-  3  B  ^  i^i 


ftii'nce  trim' *txH  Be  *dfta  uj^;  A*  OAr^-w-idt 


cbn(bicri<?c,  that  fp'ealBf nbtHin|r,  a  flc^ffmtitcitnSkffiii 
fedTs  riiithinff,  fk.tHe  greaftfl  ^h^tui  in  ^K  #iMllf!    M 


cailnof  XnoW  JidW  ff  i§  witli  Us,  w^  ^ArH^hk^AMir  iHir 
ptigucis  aiid  ihifeties;  oiilr  d^(;dd  aridF  i^<^^icsr^t 
till'  ffifcli'  ii  time  aff  \t  cMrldw  tficft;  <»e  ^n*ftsitlifei6tti 
nbir  apply  the  rcrhf-dy 'pfwiiitd  (tit  His  W 
ti^y^  w  will  be  rcadf  to  miftaSe  bttr  tdilBtfafcjj^sM 
ihViMi  wt  are  in  a  gtidd  ftalfe,  "Thaf  ^^  hi&V¥*tnf«r  jMhe^ 
\Vfirti"  really  wef  ha're  it'  not  There  i^  ftiftfdi  ^^MfA^ 
grace  in  the  vforld,and  many  ari  decefrdd  tfteri^nt) 
tea  there  is  iio  grace  but  what  h^ih  H^  ^snmffiil^ 
whit  diJ  Mofcs  for  a  time,  but  the  Eg^^tian  forOffrtl 
did  the  like  ?  Did  Mofes  bting  frogs  oh  the tatitf  ?  tkivi 
they.  And  <he  magicians  blood  and  ftoj^;  fki^tS  if 
rtfal  aj  thofc  produced  by  BTofes  -,  arid  y'<^t  A^ 
nothing  but  cotinterfeits  and  ejtterftal  zpphfikcti/  dO 
there  is  nothing  a  tVue  Chriftian  hath  of  tab  All^  .bct 
hypocrites  may  have  arid  do  the  fame  as  tOoUTti^Atitf^ 
pcaifances.  Therefore,  it  is  neceffary  webting<^fjfac^l 
and  duties  to  be  weighed  in  the  balance  oi  tfi^  fsih&iiiOii* 
O  communicants,  WuM  yojd  ktidw  bov;^  tiishtii^  ire 
with  yon  now,  and  ho>fc^  it  is  Iik6  t6  htt  with  f6i'^io(t 
ever  ?  Would  you  hive  your  hearts  afftfti^  ^iatiydfix 
condi'tioff,  ai>Kl  made  ac'quaint  with  Jefds  <JhYSff  f  W^il 
you  haveayiGt  from  ChrifV  at  his  tsibit  ?  Would  jtonJiaVA 

Eace  quickened,  and  your  t^nts  fiipplied  ^  Wqtfki  y^ 
worthy  receivclr^,'  arid  prevent  jotir  eiitifrg  tttit^dritit» 
ing  your  own  damAatIdh  ?  Then  eiamide  j6^p6^iyik 
before  ye  approach.  IVlany  a  Chritlian  cih  dddair^ 
ihat  the  time  of  their  ftarchihg  themselves  111  tl^ir 
yoimgcf  y^fsi  iti  ctStt  to  ^epate  fof  the  Lbtd'l  bU^ 

was 
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was  the  very  time  theit  heatts  wcfe  fitftetiplged  W  je- 
ifns  Ghriff  and  ferious  godlinefs.  O  \vhcrcforc  is  it  that 
thefc  arc  fo  vd-Arvf  dead  and  formal  commnfiil:anti  \  why 
fo  fnaflriy  hard-hearted  atid  imperiit^nt  finners^  who  could 
nteVcr  yrf  be  brbiight  to  mpiirn  for  their  finS,  or  turri 
iidm  them  to'  God  and  holiriefs  ?  The  rcafdn  is  plaid 
ftd/ri  God'sf  ^ordv  }er.  viii.  6.  Lam.  iii.  40.  Pfal.  cxix, 
jgi.  They  are  ftratigcrs  to  the  duty  of  fclf-ctdminai 
tJoTii 

If  ^OM  negle^l  to  exzimihe  yourfclres,  tcniethber  yoti 
have  to  do  with  an  all-feeing  atid  hedrt-fearchihg  God^ 
who  will  not  fail  to  examine  and  find  out  every  cardcfs 
and  tffhvorthy  cbnimunicant  to  his  utter  (hame  and  cbh- 
firfibn.  Chrift,  virhofe  eycsf  at^  as  a  flame  of  fire,  wiil 
certainly  come  in  and  fee  the  guefts,  and  when  he  comesi 
he  ^11  Ibok  narrd^'-ly  upbn  them  :  And,  though  the 
hibiifti«  b^" fill!  of  guefts,  he  will  fpy  out  "  one  thati  that 
i^ants  a  wedding- garment,  Mat.  xxii.  ii.  lii  a  great 
groutid  or  ntiultitude,  one  fingle  man  ndight  think  to 
fculk  and  not  be  foudd  out ;  but  we  fee  that  not  one 
fMa  can  efcape  his  piercirig  eyes;  far  lefs  then  cati 
forty,  fifty^  or  an  hundred  txnworthy  conimunicaHt^ 
tfiinlc  to  efcape  in  one  of  our  congregations.  Again^ 
tenieitiBar  what  was  the  fate  of  the  man  that  came  to 
the  fcaft  without  the  wedding  garment.  In  the  fiirft 
place,  we  fee  our  Lo^d  not  only  fpied  and  fingled  him 
out,  btrt  he  examined  him  alfo.  The  man  had  come 
without  examining  himfelf  before  hand  whether  he  ha4 
this  wedding  garment  or.  not ;  but  God  frifiartly  exam- 
ined him.  •  So  that  we  fee,  thofe  who  will  not  be  at 
the  pains  and  trouble  to  examine  thcmfelves,  God  will 
examine  thfcm  to  purpofe :  Yea,  it  will  be  fuch  an  et- 
«aiihatibn,'a8  the  chief  captain  commanded  Paul  to  be 
bXatnined  ^ith,  A<3s  xxii  24.  viz.  that  he  fhodd  be 
M  e^zttixhtA  by  fcourging/'  Every  queftion  and  inter- 
rogatojry  that  God  will  put  to  a  finner^  or  any  unwor- 
thy eobioiunicant,  will  have  a  laih  or  fling  along  with  it. 
Whit  %/cotir'ging  quejiioa  did  he  put  to  that  niin.  Mat. 
xiii.  12.  **  Friend,  how  cameft  thou  in  hither,  not  hav- 
ing a  wedding-garment  ?"  It  Was  To  fliarpj  it  drevif 
blood  of  his  confcience  j  nay,  it  ftunned  and  confo^n- 


j^  C0ff0rgMgyS(^S9CMmiaaimu.     lAML  ^V^^ 


ded  Imcb  (  it  ift  bid,  he  was  fpeeeUtff^    F«iead»  fays  h^ 
why  ;  Thou  profefleft  thyfdf  to  be.a  fricad  .dF'Cbrifli 
and^pft  aObctate.tbyfelf  with  his  frieiuh;  lnt|riath¥ 
heart  iSjiou'art  an  enemy  to  Chrift,  a  traitoii  Aatt  tJOSHA 
tp:(tab  hiin  iindcr  the  fifth  rib,  <<  Thercfcve  bind  hioi* 
hand  and  ic9t>  ^nd  take  him  away,"  &c.  yer.  i^     i» 
the  meain  time,  the  man  is  ^fpeechkls,  Chriflxcoiideii^ 
2)edy  and  felf-condemned  9  be  had  nothing  tcr£qtagatiift 
die  juitice  of  the  fehttnce.    The  man  tkacoineswjdi^ 
out  a  Redding  garment  on  his  back,  (hall  nat^wnii^ 
out  chaiQA  and  fetters  on  his  feeti  hia  hands^.^jea^.  id 
his  heart,  his  will,  his  coofcicnce,  and  his  wholttr'ibiik 
Better  for  the  man  to  have  .examined  himfbl:^  and  •fii' 
to  have .  prevented  this  terriUe- examination  ianxii&0*\- 
tence. .  ,  .......  :.7'i'\^ 

God'S  queftions  io  unworthy  receivers  wflL  ^aa^iiof^ 
pluffing  and  confouncyng*     Confider  thefe  f^gkai^ift^- 
teri^ogatori^s,  Ifaip  i.  12.     *'  Who  hath  vcqv&cd.l^^: 
your  hand,  to  tread  my  courts  ?**  Pfal.  1.  i&  .M  l?kA; 
haft  thou  to  do  to  take  my  covenant  m  thy  moudi  .^ 
Jcr.  vii.  9.  10.    "  Will  ye  ileal,  murder,  conunit  adul- 
tery, and  walk  after  othev  gods,  and  come  and  ibn(i 
before  me  in  this  houfe?''    Xhef(p  be  icourgxtig  exainl-. 
xiations,  that  fetch  blood  at  every  ftroke ;  and  you  vxxf 
lopk  for  it. that  God  will  come  and  examin^.tbee  thi»i[ 
cither  by  an  awakened  con  faience  in  this  life,  or  at^a 
dying  hpar,  or  afibon  as  thou  entered  inta  iptemitf : 
**  And  who  may  abide  the  day  of  his  coming  ¥*  Now, 
the  way , to  prevent  fuch  an  examination,  is  ti>  examine 
yourfelvcs:  For,  "if  we  would  judge  bnffdvesj  -wc 
fhould  not  be  judged."    David  did  not  fear  God's  ex- 
amination, when  he  had  examined  himfdif  firicerel^'be' 
fore  hand;    nay,  wixh  a  humble  confidence  he  doth 
appeal  to  God  to  f^arch  him^  Pfal«  cxxxix«  '3^.  14. 
Search,  me,  O  God,  and  know  my  heart,  try  me,''  Sec; 
Wouldft  thou  prevent  the  terror  of  God's  fea(rch,tiieii' 
put  fearching  queftions  to  youtfelf  before  hand,  a^d  fee 
how  mattejrs  are  with  your  fcul.     It  is  better  to  have 
confcience  awakened  to  feareh;  thee  now,  thakitd  have 
it  awakened  in  hell,  vrhcre.  there  13  no  placb  for  repent 
tanee.       ....  /'  .;•■  .-.■../    .    .■,.;.  '1- 

■■■      ■  ■    '        TKs 
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This*  18'  a  cluty  inctxnibcnt,  not  only  on  natafal  and 
unrenewed  menj  and  upon  thiofe  who  were  not  at  the 
iidrd's  tabic  before,  but  even  upon  the  bcft  of  men,  and 
tho&whohavccommunicated  frequently.  We  can  never 
be  toofure  about  our  foul's  eftatej  befides,  we  daily 
C€htra<9:  new  guilt,  are  liable  to  new  decays,  new  wants. 
new  burdens  and  grievances  i  And  therefore  the  beft 
have  need  to  examine  themfelves  every  time  they  repai^p 
to  this  holy  feaft,  but  much  more  they  who  were  never 
there  before. 

'  Now  there  are  feveral  things  you  ought  to  enquire  in- 
to at  fuch  a  time.  i.  The  ftate  and  condition  of  your 
fouls.  2.'  Tour  (insand  (hortcomings  3.  Your  Wants 
and  necellities.  4.  Your  ends  and  defigns.  5.  Your 
graces  and  qualifications. 

I  have  difcourfed  all  thefe  points  very  fully  irt  my  fa- 
cramental  (Jatcchifm,  from  page  1 17.  to  page  210.  (firft 
edit.  J  to  which  the  reader  is  referred,  Some  few  things 

nuorerl  (halladd  here.  ^ 

/  .     •. 

I.     Of  tie  Examination  of  our  State. 

Seeing  this  holy  feaft  belongs  only  to  the  children  of 
Crod,  and  thofe  that  are  ftrangers  have  no  right  to  it,  it 
highly  ccMicems  all  that  defign  to  approach  to  the  Lord's 
ta«'e,  to  examine  what  ftate  they  are  in.  As  the  Lord 
cried  to  Adam  in  the  garden,  Adam^  where  art  thgu  ? 
fo  do  thou  cry  to  thy  foul,  O  my  foul,  where  art  thou  ? 
Art  thou  in  the  broad  way  or  in  the  narrow  ?  Whether 
art  thou  in  Satan's  or  in  Chrlft's  camp  ?  Whether  unr 
der  a  covenant  of  works,  or  a  covenant  of  grace  ?  Under 
a  doud<  of  wrath,  or  a  banner  of  love  ?  In  a  fpecial 
manner,  there  are  two  important  queftions  that  every 
communicant  fliQgld  much  think  upon  ;  Whofe  am  1 1 
and,'  IVhptn/ervSuP  Happy  is  the  man  that  can  anfwer 
botbthefe  queftidos  with  Paul,  A<asxxvii.  23.  "  It  is  God 
wbofe  I  ani,  and  whom  I  fcrve."  It  is  not  the  devil,  it  is 
net  the  world,  it  is  not  my  hifts :  but  God,  whofe  I 
aiDs  and  Avhom  I  ferve.  Surely  Paul,^in  this  condition, 
tho'  a  poor  defpifqd  prifoncr,  was  happier  than  Cxfai"  him- 
&Ifi  to  whofjs  bar  he  was  then  going.     Alas^  it  is  to  be 

feared 


feared,  thiere  are  many  xroimnunic^nts,  if  they  would 
anfwer  the  fore&id  quefticns  tj^uly,  might  fay.  It  is  not 
jGod,  bat  the  djevi),  or  the  worJd,  or  fleihiy  Ivifts^  wboie 
I  am«  and  whom  I  feive.  *<  Oh^  Lord^  fity  iuch»  an^ 
open  their  eyes  to  fee  what  wof^  mafter^  s^nd  bad  kxr 
Tice  they  are  engaged  vmtOj  and  deliver  tfaeiQ  fpee^iiy 
from  their  bondage." 

Look  then  to  yparfelvies,  examine  yo^  ftate,  and  kt 
if  you  be  among  thoife  who  have  a  tight  Xo  this  i?<;re4 
meal.     Have  you  thcfe  charafters  ? 

I.  Are  yow  priefts  to  Gx)d  ?  Under  <he  Ia,vi  it  VM 
not  lawful  for  any  to  eat  of  t^e  ^ew-bread  bat  the 
pneftsy  Mark  ii  26.  fo,  under  the  gofpel,  noneh^ye;a 
right  to  eat  of  this  cpnfecrated  bread  but  thofe  who  peic- 
tain  to  the  fpiritual  priefthood.  Try  then  if  yc  beprie^ 
to  God,  I.  Are  you  fet  apart  and  dedicated  4o  G^i, 
by  your  own  coufent  and  voluntary  refignatipn  ?  %» fyi^ 
you  related  to  the  great  high  prieft  of  the  <iiurcbj  Jcfiif 
Chrift,  and  do  you  pertain  to  his  family  ?  3.  Aft  JOU 
confecrated  to  God,  being  wafted  in  Chrift's  blood? 
Rev.  i.  5.  (5.  ♦*  He  hath  loved  us  and  wafhed  us  in  his 
blood,  and  he  hath  made  us  priefts  unto  God."  4.  Do 
you  offer  up  to  God  the  fpirirual  facrifices  of  prayer  and 
praifes?  Jieb,  xiii.  15-  5  Do  you  prefent  the  facrifice 
of  Chrift -6  blood  and  merits,  in  the  hand  of  faith,  to  di- 
vine juft  ice,  whenever  you  find  yourfelves  accufed  »y 
the  law,  or  challenged  by  confcience  ?  well  then,  if  yoM» 
have  thefe  marks  of  pricfth,  it  is  lawful  for  you  to  coojC 
and  cat  of  this  holy  (hew-bread. 

II.  Are  you  members  of  Gpd's  fapiHy  and  rhouftiold? 
then  have  you  a  right  to  this  precious  food :  For  Chrift*^ 
fleih  and  blood  in  the  facramcHit  is  the  fpod  that  Go<J 
provides  for  thofe  of  his  own  houfhold  %  not  for  ftrangcrs 
or  foreigners,  not  for  dogs  or  piofane-pcrions,  Mat.  Vf» 
26.  **  It  is  not  meet  (faith  our  Lordj^o  take  thcchil** 
dren's  bread  and  caft  it  to  dogs.*'  Arc  you  ohildfcn*o» 
the  family  ?  then  may  you  eat  of  the  hou(hold  proti^ 
fion.  But  ah,  may  fome  fay,  how  ftiall  we  be  numbciccf 
among  the  children  ?  Have  ye  faith  in  a  Redeemer? 
then  are  ye  among  the  children,  Gal.  iii.  26.  **  Yc  ar^ 
all  the  children  ot  God  by  faith  in  Chrift  Jefus."    Art: 


I  in  his  houfe  f  Is  tficre  a  faving  chan^  wreugW 
>u  ?  Have  you  the  natures  of  childrch  i  At'c  yc 
of  Chrift,  and  fin<^TC  well  wilhers  to  hTm»  his 
and  intcreft  in  the  ^brld  t  thcri  yttu'haVc  a  right 
rhildrcns  bread. 

Obferr e  the  charaSers  of  thbfe  who  were  admit* 
;at  of  the  paflbvcr  in  E:zra*s  time,  Ezra.  ,vi.  21% 
the  children  of  Ifrael  who  were  come  again  out 
if ity,  and  all  fuch  as  had  feparated  tbemfelves 
le  filthinffs  of  the  heathen  of  the  land,  to  (eek 
rd  God  of  Ifracl,  did  eat."  Now,  there  are  three 
rrs  of  thefe  ancient  partakers  mentioned  : 
Tiey  were  fuch  of  the  Ifraelites  as  were  came  out 
vHy ;  for,  while  they  were  captives  in  Babylon, 
d  not  eat  the  paflbver.  Well,  try  yourfelves  if 
:  among  Chnft's  ranfomed  captives,  delivered 
le  bondage  of  fatan,  the  reigning  power  of  fin^ 
ptivity  of  your  lufts. 

i'hey  i^ere  fuch  as  had  feparated  them/elves  front 
h'mefs  of  the  heathen,  viz.  Swearing,  whoring, 
rinefs,  profanation  of  the  Lord's  day,  &c.  thcfe 
are  the  Althinefs  of  the  heathens^  Examine,  if 
feparated  from  all  thefe  abominations,  not  only 
lie  praftice,  but  even  from  the  love  of  them. 
They  were  fuch  as  dcfigned  fincerely  to  feek  the 
9od  of  Ifrael.  Well,  can  you  fay  it  is  the  great 
yoiir  foul,  irt  approaching  to  the  Lord's  table,  to 
e  Lord  and  Mailer  of  the  feaft ;  it  is  not  the 
d  ordinance,  but  a  gracious  meeting  with  the 
:  ordinances,  that  your  fouls  third  for.  Then 
ly  come  and  cat  of  the  go fpcl- paflbver. 
befe,  and  fuch  like  characters,  let  communicants 
le  what  (late  they  arc  in,  before  they  adventure 
holy  table*  This  is  a  feaft  for  Child's  friends 
of|  Cant.  V.  I.  And  if  enemies  thrud  themfelves 
•ng  them,  it  is  at  their  highed  peril.  This  ordi- 
fuppofes  you  to  be  within  that  covenant  which  it 
;al ;  for  tbofe  who  are  out  of  the  covenant  have 
g  to  uo  with  the  feals>of  it.  It  fuppofes  you  to 
imething  of  that  fpiritual  life  which  it  doth  fudain 
^  h  3  F  a«iA 
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mnd  nourifli ;  fo  that  thofe  who  mre  dead  in  fin  haarc 
no  right  to  medille  with  it.  Uncircumcifed  peribm 
were  not  to  eat  of  the  paflbver ;  fo  neither  are  unie* 
newed  perfons  to  eat  of  the  Lord'$  fupper.  -Ton  mitft 
be  horn  before  you  can  eat ;  you  muft  be  united  to 
Chrift  before  you  can  feed  on  him ;  you  ^nnotreceire 

{'uice  or  Tap  from  the  vine  except  you  are  ^  branch  init*^ 
t  very  much  concerns  you  then  at  fuch  a  tune  to  en* 
quire  narrowly  into  the  ftate  of  your  fouU  ;  and,  in  or« 
der  to  attain  a  true  difcovery  thereof,  you  ought  to  put 
plain  and  particular  que  (lions  to  yourfelves,  and  charge 
your  confcitncee,  as  in  the  prefence  of  God,  to  givefree 
and  ingenuous  anfwers  thereto.  And^  for  inftance, 
fee  what  anfwers  you  can  give  to  thefe  queflions  fol- 
lowing. 

^ieft^  I.  "  Have  I  never  been  fpiritually  enlightcn- 
cd,"  and  got  my  eyes  opened  to  fee  the  depravation  of 
my  nature,  and  the  fmfulnefs  of  my  heart  and  life,  and 
that  f  am  all  as  an  unclean  thing  biefore  God  ? 

^Hf/J.  2.  **  Have  1  been  truly  convinced  and  made 
fenfiblc  of  the  exceeding  evil  that  is  in  fin  i"*  •  Is  my 
heart  toucl:ecl  with  a  deep  remorf^  for  it,  and  brought 
to  lothe  it,  and  willingly  to  forfake  every,  known  fin  ? 
Was  I  ever  brought  the  k  ngth,  even  to  be  willing  to  be 
loofcd  from  this  body  of  flclb,  that  I  may  be  freed  from 
the  boily  of  fin  ? 

^/fl.  ^.  "  Have  I  been  brought  to  fee  my  abfolate 
nee^i  of  Clirirt**  to  fave  me  from  fin  and  wrath,  to  bring 
me  unto  Gov^,  and  to  give  me  grace  and  glory  ?  Ha?e 
I  fcen  fuch  beauty,  and  t.uled  fuch  fvi-eetnefs  in  Chrift) 
th<it  he  is  truly  precious  to  me,  and  altogether  lovely  in 
my  efteem,  fo  that  I  xwu'd  miUingly  pan  with  all  iLigs 
for  bun, 

^jttf.  4.  *'  Have  I  a  ccrfnan titflation  to  and  iIltc^ 
eil  in  G^xi*  4*  tt*i5«  :*"  Hare  I  ,-4^a.*e  choice  of  him  as  my 
C> Oi'  And  f  ;^Ttk>i'»^  aTii«^4  hive  I  rt fif  i^cd  and  given  up  oj- 
(k\(  to  hviW  ?  C*v,  4  Ur^  I  am  ihiii-?.  Lord,  and  al2 1  hare, 
WmN  ^,v^>  *rtd  I'o;!;'  '  Are  n;r  ;:ye*  the  Lord's  re  beWd 
K=»*  >«\vi*.WN%u  x^wks:  Arc  a:y  ran  fcis,  10  hear  Ks 
i^HiW  !ivx  >pi\N^t  ^  Ave  iftj  title  aod  taidl  id%  to  rtbfli 

las 
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Ills  ftnrpafling  fwectncfs  in  the  creatures  ?  f  s  my  tongue 
Ills,  to  proclaim  and  triumph  in  his  praife  ?"  Arc  my 
hands  his,  to  work  what  is  good^  and  to  help  his  people  r 
Are  my  feet  his,-  to  walk  in  his  ways  ?  Is  my  undef- 
ftanding  his>  to  know  his  will,    and  contemplate  his 

Srfcftions  ?  Is  my  memory  his,  to  treafure  up  his  coun- 
s  and  pron^afes  ?  Is  my  confcience  his,  for  a  deputy 
to  accufe  or  cxcufe  under  him  ?  Is  my  will  his»  to  chule 
or  refufe  according  to  his  pleafure  ?  Is  my  grief  his,  to 
mourn  for  what  is  offenfive  to  him  ?  Is  my  hatred  his, 
to  abhor  and  flee  from  what  is  hatefifl  to  him  ?  Are  my 
defircs  his,  to  long  and  pant  for  his  prcfence  ?  My  love 
his,  to  embrace  him  ?  My  delight  his,  to  acquiefce  fully 
and  contentedly  in  him  ? 

^uifi.  5.  **  Is  fin  in  fomc  meafure  mortified  in  me  ?'*  ^ 
Do  1  find  It  weaker,  or  have  I  more  ftrength  to  refift  it 
than  forn.erly  ?  Is  it  now  my  grief  and  burden  to  find 
it  moving  and  ftirring  In  my  heart  ? 

^eft.  6.  **  Doth  the  intereft  of  God  my  Creator 
and  Redeemer  prevail  in  my  heart"  above  the  intereft  of 
the  world,  or  of  the  flefti  ?  Do  I  feek  chiefly,  and  above 
all  things,  the  kingdom  of  God  and  his  righteoufnefs  ? 
Do  I  prefer  Jerufalem  above  my  chief  joy  r 

Now,  if  you  thus  examine  yourfclves,  and  commune 
with  your  own  h^  arts  in  fecret,  you  may,  by  the  blefling 
of  God,  come  to  find  out  the  truth  concerning  your  fpi- 
ritual  ftate  and  condition. 

Ohje^*  "  But  may  we  not  miftake  in  examining  our 
ftate?  Do  not  we  fee  the  moft  part  of  men  prefuming 
that  their  ftate  is  fafe  and  good,  and  having  little  doubt 
of  their  right  to  the  childrens  bread  ?** 

Atif,  ly?.  There  are  many,  we  need  make  no  great 
queftion  anfent  their  ftate  ;  fuch  as  the  grofsly  ignorant. 
Who  know  not  the  mifery  of  a  natural  ftate,  nor  their 
n^ed  of  Chrift  \  and  the  openly  profane,  who  go  in  the 
broad  way  of  f wearing,  lying,  dr'unkennefs,  neglefl:  of 
prayer,  &c.  He  that  runs  may  read  their  charadier,  that 
they  are  Chriftlefs  and  unconverted  :  Whoever  they  b^ 
that  are  in  this  ftate,  and  go  in  it,  they  arc  unfit  for 
3  F  a  this 
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this  crdbance»  they  are  not  inTited  guefte,  thej  Bate 
no  part  nor  lot  in  this  matter.  Ignorant  perfons  can- 
not examine  themfeWes,  nor  difcern  the  Iiord's  bodj; 
profane  perfons  mock  God,  when  diey  pretend  to  ical 
a  covenant  with  him  :  And,  if  they  thruft  themfelres 
upon  this  table,  they  affront  Chrift,  and  feal  tlieir  own 
condemnation.  I  We  would  reckon  it  a  loathfome  (ight 
to  fee  fome  deamcorpfe,  or  men  full  of  plague-fores,  fit 
down  beGde  us  at  our  tables :  And»  do  you  think  diat 
the  living  and  holy  God  can  look  with  pleafure  upon 
dead  finners,  or  thofe  with  the  running  ulcers  of  fwear* 
ing»  drunkennefs,  &c.  fitting  at  his  holy  table  ?  Let  all 
fuch  ftand  off;  for  they  will  find  poifbn  in  the  bread| 
end  death  in  the  cup,  and  go  away  worfe  than  they 
came.  This  is  not  a  converting  but  a  confirming  ordi- 
nance in  its  own  nature,  and  therefore  doth  iuppofe 
that  they  are  converted,  and  in  Chrift,  who  come  to  it. 
2.  There  are  others  who  come  the  length  of  a  form 
and  profcflion  of  religion,  that  yet  are  in  a  bad  ftate; 
and,  if  they  would  allow  themfelves  the  free  ufc  of  their  . 
reafon,and  compare  their  cafe  with  the  word,  they  might 
eafily  perceive  the  badnefs  of  their  condition.  Upon  a 
fmall  fe^rch  they  might  difcover,  that  though  they  per- 
form fome  duties,  yet  it  is  not  for  the  glory  of  God,  but 
to  be  fcen  of  men,  or  to  fatisfy  a  natural  confciencc ; 
they  reft  upon  their  duties,  and  make  a  faviour  of  them : 
And  though  they  read,  hear,  or  pray,  yet  they  never 
notice  heart- work  ;  they  love  the  world  more  than  God, 
and  mind  the  things  of  the  flefti  more  than  the  things  of 
the  fpirit ;  they  are  carelefs  about  fecret  prayers,  and 
allow  themfelves  in  known  fin ;  they  fufFer  pride,  cove* 
toufnf  fs,  malice,  revenge,  and  other  lufts  to  reign  in' 
their  Icirts,  without  refifting  them,  or  mourning  fof 
them  :  And  furely  thefe  are  black  marks  of  a  Chriftlcfs 
ftate.  And  if  ye  would  fet  up  a  tribunal  in  your  owfl 
breafts,  and  hear  what  God's  word  and  your  own  con- 
fciences  would  conclude  concerning  your  condition,  ye 
would  find  yourfclvcs  ranked  among  the  unclean,  and 
fuch  as  have  no  right  to  the  childrens  bread,  while  you 
remain  in  your  prtfent  (late  :  But  alas,  how  many 
fuch  do  ru{h  upon  this  fclemn  ordinance,  wiihout  any 

heart- fearch, 
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lieatt-fearch,  or  acquaintance  with  themfelvcs  I  They 
truft  to  their  outward  form,  and  hence  flatter  thcm- 
felves  that  they  are  fafc  enough  ;  and  fo,  like  the  foolijfk 
virginSf  they  flumber  away  their  time,  ftill  dreamiag  of 
heaven  and  happinefs;  and  nothing  that  God's  word 
or  mifiifters  do  fay  will  undeceive  them,  till  the  /:iy 
tf/.  midnight  awakes  them  ;  and  behold,  then,  when 
they  opcti  their  eyes,  they  meet  with  an  eternal  dif^p* 
■pointment ;  When  they  thought  on  nothing  but  open 
gates  at  the  firft  knock,  behold,  the  draw-bridge  of 
mercy  is  taken  up,  and  the  gates  of  heaven  (liut  In,  and 
they  hear  nothing  but  that  terrible  voice,  **  depart  from 
me,  I  kfiow  you  not."  O  ihat  he  who  fearcheth  Jena- 
ialem  with  handles,  and  knows  the  heart,  would  unde- 
ceive you  and  awaken  you  in  time ! 

3.  There  are  others  who  are  really  in  a  good  flatc, 
though  the  evidences  of  it  are  not  fo  clear  to  tliemi 
Satan  raifes  many.fogs  and  mifts  toobfcure  the  fight  of 

trace,  and  the  faving  change  that  the  fpirit  of  Go4 
aih  wrought  in  their  fouls.     Befides  what  I  have  for- 
merly faid,  I  (liall  add  thcfe  few  remarks  or  queilion) 
•  more  whereby  you  may  decern  it : 

I.  *'•  Have  you  got  new  difcoverie^of  things  wHch  ye 
had  not  before  ?"  Though  perhaps  ye  cannot  tell  exaiaiy 
the  time,  manner  and  fteps  of  the  change;  yet  .can  yc 
fay,  with  the  blind  tnan^  J^^^^  ^^*  ^S-'  **  One  thing  I 
know,  that  whereas  once  I  was  blind,  now  I  fee.* 
"  Once  I  faw  little  evil  in  fin,  but  now  I  fee  it  ex- 
ceeding vile  and  damnable  :  Once  I  thought  there 
was  fome  good  thing  in  me,  but  now  I  fee  my  heart 
is  deceitful  and  dcfperately  wicked,  and  fwarming  full 
of  bafe  lufts  :  Once  1  flighted  heart- holinefs,  but  now  J 
"  fee  it  to  be  moft  beautiful  and  necefiary :  Once  I  ii^ 
kittle  need  of  Chrift,  but  now  I  fee  he  is  more  necef- 
fary  to  my  foul,  than  meat  and  drink  to  my  body  r 
Once  I  faw  little  beauty  in  Chrift,  but  now  I  fe^  hmi 
to  be  the  chiefeft  among  ten  thouland,  nay,  among  all 
the  thoufands  in  the  world."  Then  to  be  fure  there  is 
a  change  wrought ;  though  ye  were  once  darknefs,  yet 
now  arc  ye  light  in  the  Lord. 

:,it."  What  are  thefe  things  you  arc  mofl:  t:il;en  up 

n.r.4 
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an3  concerned  about  ?"  Can  you  fay,  once  ir  was  mr 
qucftion,  "  What  fhall  I  eat,  what  fhall  1  drink,  and 
wherewithal  fhall  I  be  clothed  ?**  But  now  my  great 
queftion  is,  "  What  fliall  I  do  to  be  f^rcd  ?"  Once  my 
main  care  was  to  fccure  and  increafe  my  temporal  en- 
joyments ;  but  now  it  is  to  lay  up  my  treafurc  in  hea- 
ven, and  clear  up  the  evidences  for  it :  Once  the  world 
and  temporal  things  were  my  uptaking  buflnefs ;  but 
now  my  Saviour,  my  foul,  ^nd  eternity,  arc  my  cHcf 
concerns,  and  ly  neareft  to  my  heart. 

3,  How  ftand  your  hearts  towards  fecret  and  fpiritual 
duties,  and  tow|rds  fecret  and  fpiritual  fins  ?  i.  As  for 
the  firft.  Do  you  earneftly  defire  and  ftudy  patience  un- 
der affllftion,  meeknefs  under  injuries,  and  contentment 
with  your  lot  and  condition  >  Do  you  ftudy  humility 
and  lowlinefs  of  mind,  and  defire  to  have  pride  brought 
down,  that  you  may  be  ftill  lower  in  your.own  eyes?  Are 
ye  delighted  with  fecret  mourning  for  fin  ?  Are  ye  dc- 
firous  of  intimate  converfe  with  God  by  fecret  prayer  and 
meditation  ?  Wherever  grace  is  wrought  in  the  heart, 
it  bends  towards  God,  and  centers  in  him.  It  is  the 
voice  and  very  firft  cry  of  the  new  creature  in  the  foul, 
Pfal.  Ixxiii.  28.  **  It  is  good  for  mc  to  draw  high  to 
O^^^^  Nearnefs  to  God  is  the  mean  of  its  livelihood 
and  fubCftence.  This  is  given  as  the  mark  qf  Paurs 
change,  A6lsix,  11.  **  Behold,  he  prayeth.*'  The  Spirit 
of  grace  is  never  a  dumb  Spirit,  Zech.  xii.  10.  Gal.  iv. 
6.  But,  if  thou  art  a  ftranger  to  converfe  with  God  in 
fecret  duties,  it  is  a  fad  fign  of  thy  eftrangemcnt  to  a 
faving  change  upon  thy  foul. 

4.  How  ftand  you  affeOed  to  fecret  and  fpiritual  fins? 
Are  you  grieved  for  your  pride  and  ambition,  envy,  un- 
belief, atheiftical  thoughts,  backwardncfs  to  duty  r  &c. 
Do  ye;  feel  thk  ftirrings  of  indwelling  corruption  and 
heart  lufts,  and  earneftly  ftrive  againft  ihem  ?  Doth  the 
eye  cf  God,  or  the  love  of  Chrift,  reftrain  you  as  much 
from  frcret  fins,  as  from  open  tranfgreffions  ?  Do  you 
abl'Or  the  temptations  to  fin,  f.nd  ftart  at  tHe  firft  ap- 
pearance thereof,  like  Jofeph,  Gen.  xxvi.  "  How  can  I 
do  this  ^reat  v  ickedncfi;,  and  fin  againft  God. 
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ObjeB^  '*  Alas,  I  am  a  poor,  dark,  confufed  creatiire» 
t  kftow  not  what  to  make  of  my  cafe  ;  I  would  fornc- 
times  fain  lay  claim  to  fame  of  the  forefaid  marks,  but 
presently  I  am  beat  off,  and  all  is  darkened  to  mc  :  For, 
vlieii  I  Begin  to  confider  narrowly,  I  cannot*  fjy  that  I 
have  any  true  love  to  Chrift,  or  that  I  ever  rightly  clof- 
cd  with  him  by  faith ;  I  know  a  Ihtle  of  a  woxk  of 
race  in  my  heart  -,  I  cannot  take  up  tlie '  beamy  of 
'hrift  and  of  holiiiefs." 

Anf.  I  pity  thofe  poor,  trembling,  and  doubting 
fouls,  who  cannot  attain  to  any  light  or  clea^nels  *j»- 
bout  their  condition  ;  who  yet  are  libouirinj^  for  it>  and 
would  give  all  the  worlil  to  obtain  iti^Arul  tliaugh,  ia 
the  mean  time,  they  dare  not  renounce  all  hope,  y^c 
they  can  fee  no  foiid  ground  to  build  upon,  and  are  of- 
ten terApted  to  give  over  ail  fuithcr  endeavours. 

To  fuch  I  would  fay,  that  you  oU|<ht  to  wai:  on  God, 
and  hold  on  in  the  vvuy  of  duty  to  your  lives  end,  what- 
ever difcouragements  you  meet  with  therein,  God  in  his 
own  time  will  let  you  know  that  ^our  labour  is  no?  la 
vain.  In  tlie  mean  tune,  for  thy  comfort,  1  vi^ould  aflc 
thee  fome  few  que  (lions ; 

1 .  Thou  fay  eft,  thou  haft  no  love  to  Chrift,  nor  fcaft 
thou  clofed  with  him  by  faith.  But,  //  love  to  Chrift  that 
which  thou  wouldft  faineft  have  of  any  ibiiig  in  the 
world?  Is  it  thy  greatcft  grief,  fo  that  fomctimes  it 
forceth  tears  from  thine  eyes,  that  thou  can  ft  n-»t 
get  thy  wretched  heart  to  love  bin  ?  Then,  to  be  far?, 
thou  art  not  deftitute  of  love  to  him.  Haft  thou  -j^t 
fo  much  love  to  him  as  makes  every  thing  th  it  bears  his 
image  amiable  in  thine  eyes  ?  You  are  feared  you  (ove 
him  not  ;  but,  can  you  fay  there  is  nothing  in  ail  the 
world  would  pleafe  you  fo  much  as  oue  ray  or  lovc4)Hnk 
of  his  countenance  ?  And  tho'  he  fhould  never  own  you, 
yet  you  refolve  to  lie  all  your  day^  at  his  feet,  and  look 
up  to  him,  and  to  none  otlicr,  tor  falvation  :  Then,  be 
ot  good  cheer,  poor  foul,  for  thefe  are  comfortable  de- 
grees of  faith  and  love. 

2.  What  is  the  objedl:  in  all  the  world  that  thy  reft- 
lefs  heart  is  moft  pointing  out  after  ?  Canft  thou  fay,  if 
thy  heart  deceive  thee  not,  it  is  mintereft  in  Cbrijl^com" 

'  munuin 
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mwkn  ^rik  G'd.  and  Isve  t7  tu  m?irjr  ;  and  obtaining  of 
thefc  would  yield  thee  more  con'ent  than  aU  the  gold  of 
Ophir  ?  rhen,  to  be  fare,  there  u  trne  grace  wrought  in 
t?ce.  rhcre  are  m^ny  true  diamonds  that  are  bat  like 
Ip  .rks  in  ttfpe(\  of  bigger  ftcnes,  yet  thefe  are  as  true  as 
the  other,  trery  degree  of  peace  is  grace ;  and  fiacere 
dtfn-cs  after  grace,  arc  certainly  true  grace. 

3  Upon  what  is  it  that  yoa  fpcnd  the  ftrength  of  youf 
prayers,  and  what  are  you  moil  earneft  for  ?  Is  it,  O 
doubtirg  foul,  for  the  dcatli  of  (in,  the  remoTal  of  heart- 
pfagaes,  the  curing  of  heart- wandering,  heart-deadnefsi 
and  backwardness  to  duty  ?  Again,  doft  thou  fpend  ano- 
ther great  part  of  thy  prayers  for  the  increafe  and  lirely 
ex-^rcife  of  grace,  and  for  the  aftings  of  faith  and  love  ? 
Then  this  is  a  fure  mark  of  the  Spirit's  work  in  thy 
fotd  J  for,  if  thou  faw  not  the  evil  of  fin  and  beaaty  of 
grace,  tliou  wouldft  not  fpend  the  ftrength  of  thy  pray- 
ers for  killing  (in,  and  quickning  grace  in  thy  fouL 

But,  laftly,  O  doubting  foul,  if  thou  canft  not  win  to 
cFcarnefs,  by  poring  bn  the  marks  of  grace  and  faitl),  (as 
indeed  fometimes  doubtirg  believers  cannot,  (ince  there 
is  uo  mark  that  can  be  given,  but  a  fcrupulous  con- 
tience  will  find  a  back-door)  then  try  another  ^ny, 
endeavour  to  aft  faith  in  a  direft  manner  upon  Jefuj 
Chrift  ^  for  many  times  a  believer  will  fooner  come  to 
a  clearntfs  of  his  intcreft,  by  the  direft  afts  of  faith, 
thitn  by  the  reflex  afts.  Therefore,  if  thou  canft  not 
fee  faith  in  thy  foul,  then  prefently  flee  to  Chrift,  and 
Jay  hold  upon  the  offer  and  promife  of  life,  as  if  thou  . 
fcadft  never  done  it  before.  Run  as  a  malefaftor  to 
the  city  of  refuge  for  protcftioti,  as  if  you  had  never 
fed  there  before  :  Go  as  a  wounded  man  to  the  phyfi- 
cian  tor  a  plaiilcr  to  thy  wounds,  as  if  you  had  never 
got  one  applied  before.  Go  tranfaft  and  covenant  with 
Cad  in  Chrift,  as  if  you  had  never  eflayed  any  thing 
Cke  it  bv  fore  ;  for  whatever  you  have  been,  Chrift  (till 
KTidcrs  himfeif  to  you  to  be  your  Saviour,  and  you  can- 
not polhbly  be  fo  willing  to  accept  of  him  as  he  is  to 
accept  of  you.  Try  this  mc;hod,  and  there  is  good 
grcund  to  hope,  that  light  will  break  up,  and  fears  eva- 


nt(h  ;  anii  fo  yoo  may  with  comCDrt  come  io  this  feal- 
lAg  ofdinaRoe*       ' 

Vk  Of  tie  Examination  of  osfr  Sinj. 

Examine  yourfelves  ef  your  fins  and  {hort-comlngs  \ 
take  an  account  ef  yout  debts,  and  fee  how  great  they 
are :  Put  the  qucftion  to  yourfelves,  which  the  iinjuft 
fteward  put  to  his  Lord's  debtors,  How  much  oivejl  thou 
t9  my  Lofd^  'And  ke  that  ye  tell  the  truth,  and  do  not 
for  a  hundred  write  down  Jifty^  as  many  a  falfe  con- 
fcience  doth  v  But  deal  truty  and  ingenuouiy,  for  an  all- 
feeiftg  God  ii  looking  on.  Do  as  the  jews,  who,  before 
itie  celebration  ef  the  paffover,  fearchcd  their  houfes  for 
leaven  yery  narrowly  5  they*  lighted  candles,  and  fought 
every  cOirncr  and  hole  therein  ;  and,  when  they  found 
k,  tjiey  threw  it  away  with  deteftatjon.  Some  tlunk  it 
18  with  allufion  to  this  cuftom,  that  the  Lord  is  faid  "  to 
fearch  Jerufalem  with  candles,**  Zeph.  i.  12.  lii  like 
manned,  you  muft  narrowly  fearch  every  corner  of  your 
hearts- for  the  *^  leaven  of  pride,  avarice,  malice,  and 
hypocrify,*'  1  Cor.  v.  7.  8.  The  iniquities  of  wicked 
fiien  Will  find  them  out,  but  good  men  will  find  out 
their  iniquities.  Now,  if  ye  will  find  them  out,  ye  muft 
fet  time  apart,  and  convene  your  fouls  before  God  and 
confcience,  and  compare  your  hearts  and  lives  with 
God's  word,  and  the  rule  of  his  commandments.  Look 
back  upon  your  aftions,  recal  thepaffigesof  your  lives,- 
and  remember  your  faults  before  the  Lord.  If  you 
wotild  have  your  repent.ince  full,  ye  muft  endeavour  to 
take  a  full  and  particular  view  of  your  fing,  both  origi- 
rial  and  aftual,  of  omiflion  and  commiliion,  of  youth 
and  riper  age,  of  purpofe  and  of  pra61:ice,  of  heart  and 
of  life.  View  your  fins  both  fecret  and  open,  againft 
the  firft  and  fecond  table  •,  confider  how  ye  have  wrong- 
ed God,  your  neighbour,  and  yourfelves  ;  how  ye  have 
tranfgrefTed  every  commandment,  either  in  thoughts, 
.words,  or  deeds  :  Think  upon  the  lufts  of  your  hearts, 
the  fins  of  your  tongues,  and  outbreakings  of  your  lives. 
Particularly,  fearch  out  your  predominent  and  beloved 
fins,  and  alfo  the  heinous  circumftances  and  aggrava- 
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;of  jovfios;  md  foigct  mot  t«>€iaaMte  yowfetfci 
^  tfacbreadi  of  fbimer  vows,  and  die  gaik 
contnAcd  fincc  tbc  laft  facnment.  Let  no  womid  or 
lore  be  conccakd  or  ikanned  overy  .but  fbvpch  them  afl 
to  the  bottooif  if  yoa  wouM  have  them  fiakSdj  cwed. 
Sjet  it  not  (atisfy  yoa  to  alk  conlcieiice  in  an  overly  «i]r> 
couccwiug  the  forc&id  fins,  but  wait  for  an  amwer,  . 
najr,  nige  it  to  give  it^  and  pot  it  hard  to  it. 

Examine  your  wants  and  neceffitiesy  and  eome  feafif 
hie  of  them  to  this  ordinance,  where  ye  jmay  .find  al 
needfol  faj^lies  treafuied  up  in  Chrift's  fnfaidi^  whicb 
is  here  exhibited  \  (earch  out  your  dcfe£b  and  pcedii  . 
and  oome  to  Chrift  with  than* .  Are  you  pdUoted^ 
heavy  loaden»  and  under  bonds  and  terror?  Dd  yo* 
fee  yourfekts  blind,  naked,  laipe,  fick^  or  wounded  f 
Come  fenfiUe.of  thy  miferies,  O  finnex,  to  Chrift,  whs 
has  a  broad  plaifter  for  every  fore*  Doftthou  find  tH| 
graces  weak  ?  Doth  thy  faith  (hake,  thy  hope  ftaggCTi 
thy  love  decline,  thy  hoJy  defires  abate  ?  Doft  thou  wist 
wifdpm,  fincerity,  iielf- denial,  meeknefs,  humilitji  or 
brokennefs  of  heart  ?  Then  come  fenfible  of  tfaefe  do* 
fe£ls  to  Chrift  for^new  fupplies  and  reinforcements*  Do 
you  want  a  fight  of  your  intereft  in  Chrift,  a  feal  of  yosr . 
pardon,  clear  and  unclouded  evidences  of  grace,  a  view 
of  the  King's  face,  or  ftrength  to  vanquiih  your  lufte? 
Nay»  are  you  tryfted  with  bodily  wants  and  infinniticfl, 
crofles  and  \o^<zSt^  and  many  out w.^rd  prefliires  and  s& 
fli£lions  i  Then  come  with  a  due  fenfe  of  all  tbefe 
wants  and  burdens  upon  your  fpirits  to  Jefus  Chrift,.aiul 
caft  them  all  upon  him.  In  this  ordinance,  Chrift  iecs 
himfelf  upon  a  throne  of  grace,  with  a  fideptre  of  inercy 
in  his  hand,^and  waits  to  hear  his  people's  complatoti 
and  petitions*  A  feaftiitg  time  is  a  time  of  granting 
requefts ;  fee  then  that  you  be  ready  to  prcftnt  yoor's 
at  this  fcaft*  Chrift  here  faith  to  thee,  as  the  King  did 
to  Efther  at  the  banquet  of  wine,  Either  v.  <*  What  ifl 
thy  petition  ?  and  what  is  thy  requeft  ?  and  it  QisiU.  he 
granted  thee*''    Or|  as  he  (aid  unto  the  blind  men^  Matt. 

XX* 
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KX.  32*  "  What  will  ye  that  I  (hall  do  unto  you  ?"  Be 
ready  with  them  to  anfNver,  **  Lord,  that  our  eyes  may 
be  opened  ;  or,  Lord,  thnt  our  hearts  may  be  foftened  ; 
Lord,  that  fuch  a  weak  grace  may  be  chcrillied,  that 
fuch  a  ftrong  luft  may  be  vanquiftied,  that  fuch  a  plaguo 
may  be  removed,  &c. 

IV,  Of  the  Examination  of  our  Ends. 

Examine  your  ends  anddefigns  in  approaching  to  the 
Lord's  table.  Chriil  examines  the  peoples  ends  in  ^o- 
ing  to  henr  Jo'in,  Matt,  xi  7.  **  What  went  you  out 
for  to  i<e.  ?'  Much  more  ought  we  to  examine  our  ends 
in  going  to  the  Lord's  table  Set-  that  it  be  not  to  olv 
fcrve  the  falhion  of  the  country  where  you  Jive,  or  to 
get  a  name,  and  be  the  better  thought  of  by  minifterSj 
friends,  or  neighbours,  or  to  make  atonement  for  your 
fins,  as  fomc  ignorant  perfons  among  us  do'  apprehend, 
who  rtft  upon  the  bare  ordinance,  and  outward  (igns 
;ind  elements,  for  pardon  and  juftification,  without  look« 
ihg  to  Chrift  for  it :  Thus,  alas,  many  conrent  them- 
fclves  with  Elijah's  mantle,  without  alking  for  the  God 
of  Elijah  ;  give  them  the  (hell,  they  afk  not  for  the  ker- 
nel :  Let  them  have  their  communion  (as  they  call  it) 
though  it  really  be  nothing  but  a  bit  of  bread  and  a  fip 
of  wine,  they  think  all  is  well,  their  fins  are  pardoned^ 
they  are  fure  of  heaven,  they  are  ready  to  die,  the  devil 
can  have  no  power  over  them  ;  and  fo  they  ufethis  fa- 
crament  as  a  charm,  being  ignorant  of  the  true  ends  and 
ufes  of  it. 
.  ^left  «*  What  are  thefe  ends  and.defigns  we  ought 
to  have  in  our  approaches  to  tliis  facred  table  ?" 

Anf.  It  is  of  great  confequcnce  to  be  well  inftrudled 
hereof,  and  to  try  ourfelves  diligently  concernin|Khem. 
Examine  then,  ^ 

(I.)  If  it  be  your  defign  fincerely  to  give  obedience 
to  our  Lord  and  Saviour's  call.  Can  ye  fay,  that  his  au- 
thority hath  a  powerful  influence  upon  you  in  this  mat«^ 
ter,  and  ye  dare  not  flight  it,  and  that  ye  cannot  tliink 
of  negleding  Chrift's  dying  charge,  and  the  command 
.      3  G  z  h^ 
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he  hath  left  behind  him  to  his  difciples,  to  foleamize 
and  celebrate  the  memorial  of  his  dying  lovfc  ? 

(2.)  Is  it  youT  defign  to  Jbe^  forth  QhriJ^s  iedh^ 
This  ihould  be  your  great  bufinefs  in  this  ordinancty  i 
Cor  xi.  25.  26.  You  are  to  (hew  fcftrth  and  amno- 
ciate  ChrilVs  death  three  ways  : 

1.  With  rcfpccl  to  yourfclves,  you  are  by  this  £icn- 
ment  to  give  a  lively  reprefentation  to  your  mind  of 
Chrift's  death,  and  keep  up  a  frefli  remembrance  <^his 
fufFeriTigs  and  dying  love,  and  of  the  great  propkiitory 
facrifice  he  ofiFcrcd  for  you  upon  the  crofs,  and  die  peat 
things  he  hath  thereby  purchafed  for  you ;  and  Iktc- 
by  you  are  to  raife  your  faith  and  hope  in  a  cradScd 
Saviour. 

2.  With  refi>efl  to  the  world,  you  are  hereby  to  let 
tify  your  refptft  to  a  cnicitied  Chrift,  and  that  ye  pub- 
licly own  yourfeives  to  be  his  difcipies ;  and  arc  not 
alhamed  of  a  crudBeJ  Jefus,  or  his  ignominious  death, 
but  g  cry  in  it,  as  the  wifdom  «f  God,  and  power  of 
God ;  and  count  it  your  honour  to  be  his  fbttoweis* 
A>  A*io,  ye  deciare  thit  ye  look  to  his  desih  and  maits 
a>  the  or. It  hcp-c  of  your  fa!vi:ior,  ar.d  rejrci  lU  (rfjcr 
fi\:«:ur>  Ixf-uts  him. 

:.  Wiih  reiptcl  to  Go-:?,  ar.d  thit  twc  wivs  :  i.Stcw 
forth  C:.riiV>  dtith  to  a  y^'K  7.T.t  fcn  rrr-r.^ng  Qo^,  n 
a  \s.-.T  of  tilth  -r.i  rriyer  :  Piifrr.t  zrA  rlstd  rhis  fjcri- 
f^e  25  a  ureer  -r.i  d^fer^ce  zriirft  tic  fwsrdof  ioiikf, 
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lierers  here  come  to  get  God's  feah  of  his  covenant,  for 
cohfitnnifing  their  right  to  the  benefits  of  it  j  fo  alfo  they 
arc  CO  fcal  their  covenant  engagements,  to  take  God  for 
iiicir  God,  accept  of  Chrift  for  their  prince  and  Saviour, 
give  up  tbemfelves  to  him,  renounce  fin  and  walk  in  the 
wiys  of  gofpel-obcdience.  Now,  becaufe  many  profefs. 
to  covenant  with  God  in  this  ordinance,  who  yet  deal 
fajfly  with  him,  you  ought  to  be  at  great  pains  to  try  the 
fincericy  of  your  hearts  in  this  matter.  And,  for  trial 
of  it,  fee  if  you  can  fay,  that  your  wicked  hearts  are  a 
greater  burden  to  you  than  all  the  croffes  and.  troubles 
you  meet  with  in  the  world  ;  and  that  you  are  more  de- 
firous  to  be  fid  of  fin  and  heart- plagues,  than  of  any 
affliction  whatfoever.  Or,  can  you  fay  that  you  defire 
heart- holitiefs,  and  further  degrees  of  grace,  of  faith, 
love  and  brokenntfs  of  heart  for  fin,  more  than  any  . 
honours,  profits  or  pleafnres  this  world  can  afford? 
Or,  can  ye  fay,  that  the  world's  bed  things  arc  in  your 
eyes,  as  dung  or  nothing,  in  comparifon  of  Chrifl;  and 
his  righteoufnefs,  and  an  interefl  fecured  therein  i  And, 
can  ye  fay  that  ye  are  fenfible  of  your  own  infufficiency 
and  wealaiefs  to  make  or  keep  any  covenant  with  God  ; 
and  therefore  ye  are  made  to  renounce  all  confidence 
in  yourfelves,  and  tcrfav,  "  In  the  Lord  only  I  have  right- 
eoufnefs and  ftrength :"  Then  thefe  are  good  figns  that 
yon  are  honed  and  fincere  in  the  making  of  this  bargain 
and  are  likely  to  be  found  ftedfafl:  in  God's  covenant. 
•  (4.)  Is  it  your  defign  to  draw  near  to  God,  and  hold 
intinoate  communion  and  feilowfhip  with  Chrift  in  this 
ordinance  ?  And  do  you  earneftly  defire  that  **  ye  may 
fup  with  him  and  he  with  you  ?*'  This  table  is  inftituted 
for  the  kindly  correfpondence  of  Chrift  and  his  people^ 
and  their  mutual  feafting  one  with  another :  For,  as 
Chrift  here  fets  before  you  the  dainties  and  comforts  of 
heaven^  and  invites  you  to  feaft  thereon  ;  fo  you  are  to 
fet  your  graces  and  afFeCtions  before  him,  and  invite 
him  to  come  into  his  garden  and  eat  his  pleafant  fruits. 
You  are  to  come  here,  not  only  to  receive  the  tokens  of 
Chrift's  love  to  you,  but  alfo  to  give  the  expreffions  of 
your  love  to  him.  Here  there  is  a  mutual  communica<» 
tioa  of  fccret§  betwixt  Chrift  and  his  people. 

(so 
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'  (5.)  It  it  your  dcfire  to  getyoor  maniCiAlwiiitt^i^ 
plied  out  of  Ghrtfts  fulncfs  ?  Is  it  yoor  earneft  ddne 
»  that  bis  ordinance  ofiay  be  an  cfieAual  mean,  dinnq^b 
the  blelEng  of  God,  for  the  weakening  and  lolling  rf 
your  fins  mA  lufts,  the  noarifliing  and  ftrcngtheningof 
yoar  fouls,  the  curing  of  your  difeafes  and  plagues,  die 
increafc  and  exercifc  of  yonr  graces ;  pardculaily  for 
ftrengthening  faith,  inflaming  your  lore,  kindling  your 
defires,  quickening  your  hope,  andrenewing  year  repen- 
tance and  refolutions  againft  fin. 

Again,  is  it  your  defign  to  get  clearer  endences  of 
your  tntereft  in  Chrift,  the  fmUes  of  his  face,  and  com- 
forts of  his  fpirit  ?  Would  ye  have  a  feal  of  your  pardoo, 
a  difplay  of  che  riches  of  free  grace,  a  fight  of  the  ^<  Sun 
of  righteoufnefs,  the  love  of  God  (hed  abroad  in  yoar 
hearts,*^  and  all  your  fears  removed?  Would  yc  have  at 
this  feaft  furniture  for  yoor  fpiritual  journey,  fti]^rt. 
under  uffli£tion,  ftrength  againft  temptations^  and  pre- 
paration for  fuffering  ?  Would  ye  have  a  pledge  ani 
ibretade  of  heaven,  and  the  eternal  communion  that  is 
above  ?  Then  thcfe  arc  good  defigns  ;  and,  if  you  be 
fincere  in  them,  you  may  exped  a  welcome  from  the 
mafter  of  the  fedt 

V.  Of  the  Examination  ef  our  Gracer. 

A  fifth  thing  you  muft  examine  yourfelves  of,  in  or- 
der to  prepare  you  for  this  holy  table,  is  your  graces  and' 
qualifications.  Search  diligently  if  you  have  thefe  facra- 
mental  graces  rcquifite  in  worthy  communicants;  fuch 
js  knowledge,  faith,  repentance,  hungring  defircs,  and 
ucw  obedience* 

I*  We  mutt  examine  our  knowledge,  and  fee  if  we 
havr  »  contpetent  underftanding  of  the  principles  and 
giiiuiuU  t>f  Chriftianity,  and  of  the  nature,  fignificatton 
<iml  ufc  of  iIh?  Lord's  fupper.  Without  this,  we  cannot 
ki)uw  KakA  nor  ourfelves  \  we  can  neither  know  God's 
iikliiiite  julUii:  and  purity,  our  own  natural  cbmiptios 
aud  miWry,  nor  Jefus  Chrilt  our  great  help  and  remedy, 
I  he  knowledge  whereof  is  abfolutelyneceflary  to  worthy 
i.\>a\iu\iuiciklU&g«  In  fome  churches,  in  ancient  tinies, 
\\xi^\\%  aud  cbudrcn  were  admitted  to  the  Lord's  fupper^ 
^^^—1-  and 
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and  the  Greek  and  Armenian  churches  do  the  fanK  at 
fchis  day :  But  we  juftly  diflent  from  them  in  this  prac- 
dce,  becaufe  it  is  neceilary,  in  order  to  our  being  (it  and 
worthy  partakers,  that  we  examine  eurfelves^  and  dif' 
vern  the  Lord's  body  in  the  facrament,  according  to  1  Cor. 
xu  28,  29.  neither  of  which  can  be  done  by  thofe  that 
arc  not  come  to  the  years  of  underftanding  and  difcern* 

ing- 

A  man  without  knowledge  is  not  in  covenant  with 
God,  and  therefore  hath  no  right  to  partake  of  the  feals 
of  the  covenant,  Heb.  viii.  10.  11.  "  This  is  the  covenant 
[  will  make,  &c.  all  fhall  know  me  from  the  leaft  to  the 
greateft."  So  that  thefe  who  know  not  God  have  no  inter- 
t&  in  this  covenant,  and  confequently  can  have  no  ti- 
:le  to  his  benefits,  nor  any  gracious  communion  with 
God;  Obferve  how  the  promife  runs,  Jer.  xxir.  7.  **  I 
will  give  them  an  heart  to  know  me,  that  I  am  the  Lord ; 
ind  they  fhall  be  my  people,  and  I  will  be  their  God.'* 
It  is  threatened  as  a  heavy  judgement,  for  perfons  to  die 
without  knowledge,  Jobxxxvi.  12.  "They  (hall die  with- 
out knowledge ;"  It  is  as  much  as  if  it  were  threatened^ 
they  (hall  die  in  their  fins,  and  periih  for  ever.  Now,  if  it 
be  a  fad  cafe  to  die  without  knowledge,  fo  is  it  to  come  to 
Jic  facrament  without  knowledge  \  for  that  which  makes 
I  man  unfit  to  die,  makes  him  alfo  unfit  to  communicate. 
No  man  is  fafe  to  partake  in  that  cafe,  which  he  is  not 
in  fafety  to  die  in* 

*  Neither  children  nor  fools  are  fit  to  receive  the  Lord's 
Tupper,  becaufe  they  are  not  capable  to  examine  them- 
Telves  and  difcern  the  Lord's  body.  Now,  ignorant  per- 
fons, in  God'ii^ccount,  are  both  children  and  fools  :  fci 
he  reckons  them,  Jer.  iv.  22.  **  For  my  people  is  foolifli, 
they  have  not  known  me,  they  are  fottiih  children,  they 
fiave  no  underftanding." 

Under  the  law  it  was  reckoned  an  abomination  toof- 
Fer  that  which  was  blind  unto  the  Lord,  Levit.  xxii.  2  2« 
Now,  a  blind  offerer,  that  hath  the  eyes  of  his  under- 
ftanding darkened,  is  more  abominable  than  a  blind  of- 
fering. 

Error  or  ignorance  makes  a  man  morally  unclean  be- 
fore God,     When  the  Icprofy  alFcdcd  the  head,  then 
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the  prieft  was  brdcTCd  to  pronowce  tkftoitn  iitttiiyiMh 
cletn,  and  exdadc  him  from  the  can»p  tf  ittoA'^^kfi 
becaufe  *^  the  plague  was  in  his  head/'  Lerltw  'M*'4^ 
ETery  ignorarit  man  has  a  phgue  iii  hb  Iwad^^  a''^ia|^ 
of  fpirituai  biindnefs  and  darknefs,  befidet'naafiywsM 
plagues  in  his  heaft  (  for  without  knowle<^  iit  tkid 
is  Mt  gpod;  (whatever  ignorant  fbUc  fptak-ef  .tffril! 
good  hearts,  and  good  meanings)  it  is  full  of  eartUindSij 
enmity  and  backwardnefs  to  what  is  gpod^  Pro^  m 
2.  I.  Pet.  i.  14.  Surely  then  fuch  nilcteftal  jperfiMM 
are  not  fit  to  come  to  the  holy  table  ef  Ihe  Lmk  il 
concerns  us  then  to  examine  our  knowledge  bafoiii  «» 
approach.  As  for  the  objeds,  propeKies  anct-'-vfeMf 
nefs  of  this  knowledge,.!  reifer  the  reader  wSatrakuitli 
(M  Edit.)  p.  165,  f^c.  ;  i    ,  :'• 

U.  Examine  your  faith,  before  you  approaiA  to  dMS 
Lord's  table ;  for  faith  ts  abfolutely  neceftry-  hewJ 
Without  fattb  it  is  impoffiUe  t9pieBfi  God  in  va»  4pt!fi 
and  far  lefs  in  this,  where  faith  is  hig;hly  acedM^  tod : 
fo  much  to  be  employed.  He  that  wottk!  receivie  Jeftti. 
Chrift|in  the. facr amen t,  muft  have  an  iye  to^fte  Ghn$ 
and  his  worth,  zjoot  to  come  to  Chrift,  a  ia»d^  IQ  laf 
hold  ion  Chrift,  and  a  mouth  to  feed  on  him ;  all  thek^ 
are  ncccffary  in  order  to  partake  of  Chrift  at  the  Lord's 
fupper.  NoWiJaitb  is  all  thcfe  to  the  believing  com* 
municant.  k  it  is  the  eye  of  the  foul,  bv  which  it  feet 
Chrlfti  Ifa  xlv.  22.  "  look  unto  me  and  be  ye  faved,  all 
the  ends  cf  the  earth."  2.  "  It  is  xhcjhot  whereby  WQ 
come  unto  Chrift/*  John  vi.  35.  "  He  that  oometH 
unto  me  (hall  never  hunger,  and  he  that  believeth  on 
me  (Iiall  never  thirft."  3.  <i  It  is  the#riri/  whereby 
we  receive  and  lay  bold  on  Chrift,*'  John  i.  i  a.  ^*  Tp 
as  many  as  received  him  he  gave  power  to  become  the 
fons  of  God,  cv<.n  to  them  that  believe  on  his  name** 
4*  *«  It  is  the  niouih  whereby  we  feed  on  Chrift,''. 
John  vi.  35.  *'  Except  ye  eat  the  flcih  and  drink  the 
blood  of  the  Son  of  Gcd,  ye  have  no  life  in  you*"  i.  e. 
except  ye  believe  on  Chrift.  Now,  vrhat  can  you  do 
at  the  Lord's  table  without  faith  ?  Can  a  man  fee  with- 
out an  rjrf,  come  without  a  fist^  receive  vitboot  a 
iomd,  and  feed  without  1  tuoutij 
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Moreorefy  whfcout  faith  you  can  have  no  fight  t6 
iMs  holy  table,  for  it  U  cMIdrfens  bread  5  and  Ht  is  by 
fiurh  you  become  children  Without  it  yott  cannot  en- 
ter into  covenant  with  God  ;  for  faith  is  the  very  affent 
and  confent  of  the  foul  unto  the  nwrriage- covenant 
which  i«  tranfaded  and  fealfd  in  the  Lord's  fupper. 

Without  faith  you  can  have  no  communioh  with 
God  in  this  or  any  ordinance  }  God  will  furely  hide  hia 
fikce  from  them  that  come  without  it,  Deut,  xxitii.  ao. 
¥  And  he  faid,  I  will  hide  my  face  from  them  :^  and  the 
reafon  he  gives  for  it,  is,  **  for  they  are  children  in  whom 
k  no  faith.*^  So  that  without  faith  you  can't  fee  God 
in  the  facrament ;  foir,  how  can  a  man  fee  a  veiled  oi^ 
hidden  face  ?  Unbelief  cuts  a  man  off  from  God,  Rom. 
ti.  ao.  **Bccaufcof  unbelief  they  were  broke  ofP'.  And^ 
how  can  a  man,  cut  off  from  God>  have  any  commun- 
taion  with  God  ? 

Without  faith  you  can  derive  no  virtue  from  Chrift^ 
toor  benefit  from  this  ordinance :  For  as  a  rich  jewel 
can  do  you  no  good  unlefs  it  be  accepted,  nor  a  fove- 
Icign  medicine  unkrfs  it  be  applied,  nor  a  deep  weHi 
Without  a  bucket  to  draw  with  j  fo  neither  will  Chrift's 
flied  blood  or  purchafed  falvation  avail  yo^,  unlefs  you 
bring  faith  to  apply  it  to  your  fouls.  The  'Otdi  is  deep, 
laid  the  Woman  to  Chrift,  and  thou  hafi  nothing  to  dratx^ 
^ith.  So  may  I  fay  to  thee,  if  faith  be  wanting  Mofes 
faith  to  God's  kindnefs  to  Ifrael,  Deut  xxxii^  «3  "  He 
made  him  to  fuck  honey  out  of  th^  rock,  and  oil  Out  of 
the  flinty  rock."  No-.v  Chrift  i«  a  rock  that  yields  all 
manner  of  necefTaries  to  believers,  honey  and  oil,  fweet- 
hefs  aiid  fatnefti(  quickning  and  comforts  But,  how  do 
they  come  by  it  from  this  rock  :  It  is  faid,  "  He  made 
him  fuck  honey  out  of  the  rock :"  There  is  no  honey 
or  oil  to  be  had  without  fucking,  and  there  is  no  fuck- 
ing without  the  mouth  of  faith.  He  that  hath  faith 
can  fuck  this  honey  and  oil  from  Chrift  in  the  facra* 
ment ;  but  he  that  wakits  it  can  fuck  nothing :  Unbe- 
lievers then  muft  have  a  dry  facrament  of  it :  fot  they 
cannot  fuck,  though  the  bteafts  be  full  Nay,  which  is 
Worfe,  unbelief  lays  reftraiiits  on  the  virtue  and  heaU 
ingpower  of  ChriU:  in  the  iacnuneni :  For  wc  are  toM, 
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MiMk  %i.5.  6.  «<  He  could  theft  (u«Om  U#«Mi 
couatrf)  do  no  mSghtf  votk  iiecaufi;.  of  tlMJr:«l^ 
klief.  Why?  Could  any  thiii|r  bina  our  RedflW^ 
ei^tf  handi,  or  limit  hts  mighty  pover  ?  NofN 
lie  lays  down  chi«r  order  of  wddng  trhkh  he,fiii 
not  altar*  to  **  put  forth  his  mighty  poswcr  in  and 
onto  thefe  that  believe*'*  Eph.  i.  ig*  So  that  unbdicf 
doth  enerlrate  the  force  and  operituMiof  the  fiKtam^ 

Without  faith  you  can  never  prepare  for  this  oiijh 
nance,  nor  partake  of  it's  virtue;  Witiiottt  faid)  fon 
cannot  put  on  the  wedding-garment^  you  .'catmqt  iit 
cern  Chrtft  through  the  elements,  you  cannpt  feel  die 
print  of  the  nails,  you  cannot  flee  to  thecity^of  rcfoge, 
.you  cannot  take  hold  of  the  horns  of  the  altar,, %9f 
grip  to  the  pbnk  of  mercy  to  fave  thy  periflinig  boL 
Andf  wbat'^ood  can  you  get  at  Ac  lacrament  if  vpa  do 
none  of  thefe  ?  Precious  faith  is  the  wing  whereby  dn 
poor  trembling  dove  doth  fly  to  the  win<k>w  opeBfld  k 
the  fide  of  the  ark ;  it  is  by  this.that  it  doth  tswje ihdnr 
in  the:elifu  of  the  rock.  In  a  word,  faith  is  the  grace 
that  puts  life  and  vigour  in  a  dead  foul,  it  ia  the  fimf 
zodpnmum  moMe  of  all  tiie  other  graces  ;  it  doUi  & 
repentance,  love,  defire,  and  all  the  reft  on  works :  So 
that  a  man  can  do  nothing  at  the  Lord's,  table  without 
faith,  except  it  be  to  wound  Chrifl:,  and  bring  wrath  oa  . 
himfelf. 

You  fee  then  what  need  you  have  of  faith  at  this  or- 
dinance, and  to  examine  if  it  be  true  and  not  counter- 
feit. As  Philip  examined  the  Eunuch  of  his  faith  before 
he  admitted  him  to  the  facrament  of  baptifm.  Ads  viiir 
37*  **  Believed  thou  with  all  thine  hopt  i**  So  flioold 
every  man  examine  himfelf  before  the  Lord's  fupper; 
Do  I  bel'uve  ivith  all  mime  heart  ^  Do  I  eflteem  Chiift 
moft  precious  f  Doth  my  heart  bleed  for  piercing  him  • 
Do  I  embrace  him  in  all  his  offices,  and  £iy,  He  is  all 
my  (alvation  and  all  my  deilre  ?  Well,  if  tho«  caoft 
truly  fay  fo,  thy  faith  will  make  thee  wholcy  and  (bts^ 
may  ft  expe£k  a  kind  welcome  at  thy  Saviour's  tad>le- 
The  Lord  has  fumiOied  you  with  abundance  of  marks 
in  his  word,  for  the  trial  of  your  faith.  See  Saeranh 
Gat.  (Jirjt  Edit.)  p.  17a.  &c.  Try  your  faith  HOW  flb^ 
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yoJB  know  not  but  your  fa^th  may  come  to  a  firey  trtaf, 
as  did  the  martyr  faith  of  old  :  Ani,  how  will  yott  be 
able  to  abide  fuch  a  trial  as  that,  tf  you  nerer  put  it  to 
a  previous  private  trial  ?  **  If  thou  hail  run  with  the 
footmen,  and  they  have  wearied  thee,  how  wilt  thou 
eontend  with  horfes  ?**  How  wilt  thou  abide  a  firey 
trial,  that  cannot  endure  a  clofet-trial  ?  Men  wit)  not 
buy  oxeji  for  plowing,  but  they  are  defirous  to  put 
them  to  trial»  Luke  xiv.  19.  "  I  have  bought  five  yoke 
of  oxen,  and  I  go  to  prove  them  ;**  and,  will  communi- 
cants pretend  to  fuch  precious  jewels  as  faith,  love^  ^e^ 
and  yet  not  defire  to  prove  them,  and  efpecially  at  a 
time  when  it  is  fo  highly  requifiic,  and  fo  very  much 
depends  on  the  doing  of  it  ? 

■  III.  Try  your  repentance  before  you  partake  :  For, 
without  a  broken  hearty  you  cannot  expeft  to  meet  with 
a  broken  Chrifl  in  the  facramcnt,  but  a  broken  and  a 
■contrite  heart  is  a  facrifice  he  wlil  not  defpife.  You 
muft^w  in  tearSf  if  you  would- r^^I^  *"j^y  •  for  a  wet 
feed-time  doth  here  prognofticate  a  fun-ftiiny  and  plen- 
tiful harveft.  It  was  of  water  that  Chrift  made  the 
choiceft  of  wine  at  the  marriage-feaft  in  Can  a  of  Ga- 
lilee ;  fo  the  water  of  true  repentance  will  produce  the 
choiceft  wine  of  confolation  in  the  facrament.  When 
Jofeph's  brethren  came  to  be  fenfible  of  |:heir  fin  in 
felling  him,«then  it  was,  and  not  till  then,  that  he  made 
them  a  feaft,  and  kindly  entertained  them  at  his  table  : 
So  till  fuch  time  as  we  be  fenfible  of  our  fins,  and  re- 
pent for  piercing  our  Redeemer,  he  will  not  feaft  us, 
iior  fmile  upon  us  at  his  table. 

Now,  bccaufc  there  is  much  counterfeit  repentance 

in  the  world,  go  retire  in  fecret,  and  put  queftions  to 

yourfelves  concerning  your  repentance  :  Say,  "  Am  I 

a  penitent  in  heart,  and  a  fecret  mounier  for  fin,  when 

no  eyes  fee  me  but  God's  ?  Do  1  mourn  for  inward 

and  iecret  fins,  as  well  as  for  outward  and  open  fins? 

Dol  mourn  for  the  difiionours  done  to  God  by  the 

•-fins  of  others,  as  well  as  by  my  own  \  Am  I  troublt^d 

more  for  the  evil  ef  fin,  than  for  the   evit  of  afflic- 

.  tion  ?  Am  I  more  grieved  for  abufing  the  mercy  and 

goodnefs  of  God,  than  for  expofing  myfclf  to  the  fword 

'Of  bis  juftice ?  Do  I  cry  with  the  penitent  prodigal  in  m^ 
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confci&ons,  as  in  Luke  xv.  i».  «'  Father,  I  have  fiimcd 
f gainft  heafVpn,  and  before  d^e  }*  Alas^  I  have  wroi^- 
cd  a  kind  apd  loving  father,  uriiofe  (soOdnefs  towards 
jne  hath  been  as  the  dropping  dew :  Ab«  I  b^re  pierced 
mj  compai&oDate  Redcemes ,  and  enlcified  biib  over 
^ain  by  my  fins  i  and|  what!  do  I  d^ferte  ai-his'bandsr 
\  Again,  What  are  the  efieAs  and  frmts  of  yoBt  repeotf 
suice  }  Doth  it  beget  in  you  a  vehement  hatred :  and  iiH 
4ignation  againft  fini  and  a  watchfulnefs  to  prevent  it. 
IVhereyer  uiere  is  true  Tepentaace^  there  Will  be  a  beiQrtf 
averfion  to  fin.  As  a  burnt  child  ivitt  dread  ike  firtf  io 
a  Chriftiaii^i  who  hadi  truly  repented  of  fin^  is  fo  *fea- 
fible  of  the  weight  of  fin,  and  the  wrath  ef  Odd,  thst 
be  is  refolved  never  n\ore  tb  tduch  Chefe  bumis!^  ea^is. 
David,  who  before  his  repentance  had  hia  colifcieme  fo 
hardened,  that  he  could  even  drink  theblood  of  Uriftbj 
yetr  after  his  repentancei  his  confcierice  waa  fo  t^ndieirf 
that  he  lefufed  (b  inuch  aa  to  diink  of  that  vi^ter  whidi 
bad  been  but  the  occafion  of  haaarding  nncitfa  lites* 

And>  li^fyt  Doth  thy  repentance  virotk  in  thee  4  holy 
xevenge  againft  fin?  Doft  thou  look  upcMi  it  as  the  efiettiy 
of  God»  the  murderer  of  Chrift,  and  deftfoyer  of  thy 
foul  ?,  and|  upon  that  account,  that  it  doth  not  deferte 
,%o  live  ?  |t  was  £fau'«  expreflion,  Gen.  xwiL  4r.  *'  Tbe 
days  of  mourning  for  my  father  are  at  hand  ;  And  th6^ 
•^ill  I  flay  my  brother  Jacofi."  But  fay  lkoa»  O  com- 
municanti  *'  The  days  of  nM>urning  for  the  deam  of  my 
dear  Sayiour,  and  everlafting  Father,  ate  ccHne  |  and 
now  will  1  flay  my  moft  beloved  Ix&^j  liow  will  I  be  k- 
venged  on  them  for  fetking  to  rob  me  of  my  fpnritnal 
|^irth>Tight,  atid  wrong  me  of  my  eternal  blc^ng,  and, 
which  is  worfe,  fpr  a^ual  cirucifying  of  my  glorious  Re- 
deemer. .  ShaJI  fin  be  fuffered  to  live  in  sny  fdnl,  thit 
would  not  fuiTer  my  Saviour  to  live  in  the  world  ?  A- 
way  with  it,  away  with  it ;  crucify  it,  criieify  it.-^  By 
fuch  nnarks  as  tb^fe,  try  the  finoerity  of  your  aepcot- 
ance.  ^  -'..■. 

A9  fo^-  the  ttial  of  your  love,  defires,  fpiritual  appe* 
tites,  new  obedience,,  and  other  graces,  feeing  jiiaveao 
new  thing  hete  to  add^.  1  refer  yott  to  Asf^^.  G^i  (jt^ 
fJiif.)  p^  193.  &c.  .  ,. 
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SiOtne  objeHions  of  doubting  Chryiians^  relative  to  ihi  for-* 
mer  do^rine  anjnvered. 

ObjeSl,  I.  "  BY  what  I  have  heard  (may  fomc  fay)  I 
fear  1  am  not  fit  nor  prepared  for  this  folemn  ordinance  | 
and  it  being  a  thing  fo  dangerous  to  come  to  it  Unpre- 
paredly, I  tremble  and  fear  to  go  forward  to  that  holjr 
tabic" 

An/,  r.  Did  you  always  keep  the  fear  of  God  in  your 
foulsi  preparition-work  would  be  lefs  painful,  and  ad 
approach  to  God  lefs  frightful  than  tiow  it  is  :  For  then 
you  might  go  to  the  Lord's  table  with  holy  fear  and  xcm 
yprence,  and  flaviiii  fear  would  not  fo  much  haunt  you* 
Did  you  kt  ep  more  at  a  diitance  from  (in,  and  fear  to 
do  what  God  has  forbidden,  you  would  not  fo  much  * 
fear  to  do  wiiat  he  hath  commanded* 
.  2dly^  Though  you  be  not  fo  prepared  for  this  ordi- 
nance as  you  defire,  yet  if  you  fmcerely  make  confciencc 
of  preparation,  work,  and  do  your  utmoil  to  get  yourfelf 
ready,  you  ought  to  go  forward  m  obedicnge  to  God'g 
commaxid.  Do  this  in  remembrance  oj  me.  I  know  there 
are  not  a  few  es^ercifed  Chriitians  brought  to  great  ftraits 
betwixt  a  (enfe  of  their  untitnefs,  and  the  obiigition  of 
God's  command,  fo  that  they  know  not  what  to  do  ^ 
their  fears  and  difcouragements  are  fo  great,  they  arc 
like  to  be  over^vhelmed  with  them.  But  let  fuch  mind 
the  word  of  the  JUord  to  the  children  of  Ifrael,  when 
they  were  in  great  perplexity  at  the  Red-fea,  and  their 
hearts  finlting  for  fear,  £xod.  xiv.  15.  "  And  the  Lord 
faid  unto  Mofes,  bpeak  unto  the  children  of  Ifrael  that 
they  go  forward*'  Forward,  might  they  fay,  (and  the 
deep  fea  before  us)  as  good  go  backward  to  the  Hgyp** 
tians,  or  ftand  itiil  and  let  them  come  up  and  put  us  to 
the  fwordi  as  go  forward  into  the  fea*,  and  be  drowned  ^ 
furely,  the  deep  fea  will  have  no  mercy  on  us  more  than 
the  Egyptians.  But,  for  all  this.  Speak  to  the  children  of 
yirael  (faith  the  Lord)  that  they  go  forward*  Let  them 
obey  my  commandment,  and  trult  me  with  their  lives. 
|iere  is  encouragement  to  the  doubting  believer,  that  in 
all  fincerity  makes  preparation  for  this  ordinance,  though 
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b^Iiath  maiiT  dlnibts  about  his  riglit  to  it»  and  ff&X 
fears  about  the  erent  of  the  doty :  The^  l^d  hiAi  tt 
feeak  to  fuch  a  man,  dnt  be  t5>  forwMd  ;  1^  him  ebejr 
oo<r^  commandment^  tr«ft  God  iior  his  tfaimi{^|i^i^ 
ing  and  fucoefs. 

Oi^fB.11.  ^  But  (faith  another)  none  fliMM  e6die 
to  this  table,  but  they  who  ate  in  a  ftMe  of  fjhLCt  $  ioA 
I  appiefaend  I  hare  no  grace,  1  cannot  layclaim  to'Sny 
of  the  marks  of  grace  before  mentioiled»  and^^partidN  > 
larlyi  I  want  faith  in  Jcfns  Chrift  \  and, 'how  fhaU  I  go 
to  the  Lord^s  table  ?*• 

Anf.  There  may  be  true  griiee  and  ti^^feithiilra 
foul,  finite  and  acceptable  before  God,  thoiieb  "ftt^ 
degrees  of  it  may  be  fo  fmall,  and  the  operafims^f  itTo 
'w^,  that  it  can  hardly  be  difcemed  by  xxK  'Wov, 
though  you  cannot  lay  claim  to  the  foftKgeii]^''fllaMi^ 
yet  fee  if  you  can  at  leaft  anfwer  to  the  iM&mAg  >tpA 
tiony:  ■    -.  ■   st'JoOJv 

ifi^  Do  you  not  fee  yourfelf  undone  and  loft'fdr  e¥er 
without  Chrift,  and  that  none  but  ^rift  can  hn^t  ycMi 
and  you  never  refolte  to  look  to  any  other  ?' 

2^,  Are  you  not  grieved  for  the  fina  that  have  un- 
done yon,  and  would  as  willingly  be  free  of  them,  ai 
ever  a  Tick  man  would  be  free  of  his  ficknefs^  or  a  pri- 
ibner  of  his  chains  ? 

^dlj^  Do  ye  not  confbientioufly  pra^iife  whatever  yon 
are  convinced  to  be  your  duty,  and  dare  not  omit  it 
when  you  know  it  ?  Do  ye  not  (incerely  aim  at  pfayer» 
fearching  the  fcriptures,  mourning,  meditationsi  and 
other  duties?  •       •    ^ 

Athljj  As  you  dare  not  omit  thefe  duties^  <^an  ytm  hflf 
alfo,  that  you  dare  not  reft  in  them,  nor  rely^  oit  them, 
becaufe  you  fee  your  prayers  for  pardon  havdtieed  df 
pardon,  and  your'tears  for  fin  have  nee4  theailfelves  of 
being  wafhed  in  the  blood  of  Chrift  ? 

'  $thlyf  Do  you  unfeignedly  defire  Chrift,  and  hunger 
and  thirft  for  him  and  for  his  righteoufnefs.iis  thatwhieh 
only  can  be  fufiicient  t6  cover  the  nakednefs  of  your 
fouls  ?  Are  you  willing  to  accept  of  him  on  any  terms, 
willing  that  he  (hould  fan£tify  as  well  as  lave  you^  bring 

you 
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jjfpu  to  obedience  as  well  as  to  glory  ?  Doth  your  judge- 
fnent  value  Chrift  above  all,  and  doth  your  will  chufe 
him  faelor/  all  thiqgi*  f  If  you  doubt  whether  you  love 
^im,  y<t  tell  me  .whether  you  u  ould  love  him  if  yoa 
could  ?  If  you  doubt  whether  you  have  already  receiv- 
ed, him,  yet  tell  me  whether  you  are  unfeignedly  willing 
to  receive  him  ?  Then  thcfc  are  fome  dcjjrees  of  fpracCj, 
feme  workings  of  faith,  weU-pleafin^  in  God's  fight; 
and,  do  you  cherilh  and  improve  them  in  the  ufe  (£. 
God's  appointed  means^  they  will  iacxeafe^ 

Obje^.  III.  "  But  (faith  one)  we  arc  required  to  dra^ 
inear  to  God  with  a  true  heart,  in  full  afTurance  of  faith; 
and  how  can  I  be  accepted,  who  have  a  heart  full  af 
fears  and  doubts  i^ 

Anf.  I-.  The  afliirance  of  faith  is  indeed  to  be  fought 
and  endeavoured  by  all  in  their  approaches  to  God^  but 
yet  k  is  not  the  attainment  of  every  believer  in  his  ap- 
proaches to  God  :  For  there  are  fome  who  have  coxut 
to  him  with  much  fear,  and  yet  have  gene  away  witk 
inuch  comfort,  Mark  v.  32.  the  woman  that  had  the 
bloody  ifTue  came  fearing  and  trembling,  and  fell  down 
before  Chrift  j  and  yet  Chrift  faid  to  her,  ver,  54^ 
•  Daughter y  g9  in  peace  ;  fhe  came  to  Chrift  in  fear^  and 
yet  went  away  in  peace 

2.  The  bell  courfc  we  tan  take,  under  a  burden  of 
fears  and  perplexities,  is  to  go  with  thfcm  to  Jefus  Chrift, 
for  relief.  David,  when  he  was  overwhelmed  therewith^ 
]gets  to  the  "  Rock  that  was  higher  than  he,*'  PfaU  Ixi. 
2.  and  on  this  rock  he  lays  all  his  burdens,  and  founds 
all  his  hopes.  O  believer,  your  rock  Chrift  is  highier 
than  you,  higher  than  all  your  enemies,  higher  than  all 
your  fears  and  temptations ;  he  Is  fufBdently  abk  ^ 
Y>vermatch  them  ail.  Get  yourfelves  to  this  ftrong  Rock^ 
and  (helter  your  fouls  in  the  clefts  thereof. 

Oijea.W.  "But  (faith  another)  I  havcTittlc  hope 
lof  meeting  with  Chrift  at  his  talw;  and  what  ihould 
fuch  ajhopelefs  creature  do  there  ?^ 

Anf>  ifi.  It  is  indeed  the  duty  of  all  believent  to  come 
^  this  ordinance  with  raifed  hopes  and  cxpedations  of 

meeting 
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inccting  with  Chrift  •,  for  ordinarily  "  his  mercy  is  opoa 
us  according  as  wc  hope  in  him,**  Pfal.  xxxiii.  22.  Yctj 
2dly^  A  bcHcrcr  may  fometimes  meet  with  Chrift, 
when  he  has  leaft  hopes  to  find  him.  For  ''  ary.  when 
ihe  met  with  Chrift,  John  xx  15.  and  fuppofed  he  had 
been  thr  gardener,  and  had  enquired  of  him  as  fuch  for 
Chrift,  (he  had  little  hope  ;  for,  before  he  anfweTed 
her»  (he  turned  herfelf  from  him,  and  thought  it  whoHj 
needlefs  to  ftand  talking  with  him  about  Ending  Chrift} 
and  this  appears  by  her  turning  herfelf  to  him,  as  we 
are  told  (he  did,  when  he  fp^ike  the  word  thst  gare  her 
comfoit.  Chrift  called  her  by  her  name,  Mary,  and 
made  himfeif  known  tc  her,  juft  when  (he  had  turned 
from  him  as  bopelefs  of  finding  him.  It  is  good,  theii 
O  difcouraged  communicant,  to  be  in  ofe  of  means^ 
feati  hing  and  trying  yourfelf,  and  making  preparation 
for  this  ordinance,  however  fmall  your  hopcft  may  be  of 
fttccefs :  For  a  poor  foul  may  fometimes  find  Chrifii 
when  he  h.'.th  leuft  hopes  of  doing  fo.  •*  Or  ever  I  wm 
mware  (faith  the  fpoufe)  my  foul  made  me  Uke  tfacduh 
liots  of  Amminadab,**  Cant.  vi.  1 1« 


Direct.  IX.  Set  time  apart  for  deep  humiliation  and 
moumir.c  for  your  fins,  before  you  approach  to  the 
Ix>rd*i  tabic* 

HAVING  found  out  re  ur  (jns  by  felf-exaounatioii} 
as  before  d:rr:"ied,  you  ough:  to  be  deeply  humbled  bx 
t*icm,  and  incer.uou'Jly  ccrjVti;  them  before  the  Lori  in 
iVcrct ;  jind,  ih:::  \oa  ir.av  fr^rd  the  better  inthisvorki 
join  i::iiirii:  >n  i:h  your  hutr.ilut-oa,  for  wc  are  commaDd- 
ed  u>  :ur:i  10  tV  l.or.i  ^lo::  ii.  xi.)  KiiiSh  Jafiv9gy  vnti 

K'.v:i^,  fo  ur  aci :  V  fi*:c  rf  :h-  bodr  an<<  health  will 
»l)ow,  i>  on?  oif  Gcv^V  irp>ro.t*J  means  tor  icmofing 
thj^t  aro>ftr.:^:>  and  hciri^xfs  th^t  dulnefs  andl^feadocis 
ct  f.>hN  wh^oV.  «Tr  are  c^birwur  iia^l^  to;  and  alio  for 
bitfifjnjtbe  Kx^i  moi?  io.  :u^»iC>^:o  to  the  foult  an<l 
fct)^  hc^  :or  the  bcr:«r  ptrfonrjoce  cf  faoiy  duties,  as 
«NJHMk4^  pravTf )  rt«*;^?<s,  IsCAsing.  exsaunixig,  judg- 
ing 
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fhj|''s(nd  refbf  ming  ourtelTcs.  It  tends  to  promote  fpi- 
Itcti'al  nftftidt  dncfs,  kindle  ije^l,  quicken  grayer,  and  to 
%teah  ^e  heart  from  the  ^orldj  and  the  iqul  being  here- 

«f  for  i;time  taken  off  from  the  thoughts,  cares,  and[ 
eaiUres  bf  this  life,  is  the  mofe  difpoled  to  be  wholly 
teht  and  taken  up  in  tlie  work  and.fpecial  duties  of  the 
■  Aiy.  ¥.)fting  Tike  •.  ife  carries  in  it  fomewh^t  of  a  holy 
fcrtnj^e  upon  the  flcfli  for  its  former  eXceffes,  which,  iii 
t  Stic^re  penitent  Is  acceptable  to  God",  though  it  can- 
ltdi(  make  fatisfa£lion  to  divine  juftice  for  the  lead  (in, 
llE'  doth  alfo  imply  a  deep  fenfe  of  our  guiltinefs  and  ill- 
d^rVings  before  God,  and  is  a  plain  acknowledgement 
tif  i&iir  unwOrthinefs  of  the  leaft  mercy,  even  of  the 
fiidihmoii  ncceflaries  of  liife,  and  far  lefs  of  the  hcaven- 
^' manna  tkat  God  provides  for  his  children  in  the 
faCYaittent.  Now,  it  is  the  huT:ibled  and  felf-con- 
^eflfining  fihner  that  God  is  pleiiTed  to  lift  up  and  com- 
Hkt.  But  it  is  not  enough  that  the  head  **  be  bbwei 
db^n  as  a  bulrufh  for  a  day,**  that  the  outward  man  be 
Ktitnblcd,  or  the  bc5dy  chaftened  ;  this  is  not  the  fa(t 
tl^hich  God  hath  chofen  :  The  foul  muft  be  afflifted  be- 
ifbre  the  Lord,  and  the  man  inwardly  troubled  and  caft 
lh>wn  for  offending  God. 

O  communicant,  believe  It,  And  be  firmly  perfuaded 
\X  it,  that  repentance  and  humiliation  for  fin  is  a  moft 
liRiportant  and  neceffary  work  for  thee  before  the  facra^ 
menC.  Antinomians  do  Vilipend  this  do£lrine  of  repen- 
ttnee,  and  fay,  it  is  no  part  of  the  gofpel ;  that  it  is  a  le« 

gll  duty^  and  not  neceffiry  to  the  obtaining  df  pardon; 
.  ut>  to  {hew  you  a  little  of  thcexciellency  and  neceffity 
irf  this  duty,  confider  that  out  Saviour,  the  great  pro- 
phet of  the  cbUrch,  doth  teach  it  as  one  of  the  firft  and 
ckkf  Icflbns  of  the  gofpel.  Whien  he  fent  John  Baptifti 
at  Che  harbinger  bf  the  gofpel,  the  firft  text  he  preach- 
ed on  "ttras  repentance^  and  his  doctrine  was,  M^itt.  iii.  2. 
••■  Repent  ycj  for  the  kingdotn  of  heaveii  i^  at  hand*" 
iKken  Chrift,  the  author  of  the  gofpe)>  appeared  him- 
fi^,  the  6rft  fermon  he  preached  w^s  a  fermon  of  re- 
j^iitance  alfo^  Mat.  iy  1,3.  ^^  From  that  time  Jefus  be-? 
^fya  K^  preach,  and  to  fay,  Repent,  for  the  kingdom  of 
b^iNen  is  at  hand."  Tea^  our  Saviour  tells  us,  that  it 
•.  Voiii  I.  3  I  ^>i 
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was  for  tLis  very  end  and  purpofc  he  camie  down  from 
heaven^  and  was  made  man,  that  be  might  preach  repen- 
tance unto  the  world,  Luke  v.  3  2.  **  I  came  not  to  call  the 
right -ous,  but  finners  to  repentance.**  A^d  accordingly, 
tbe  firfl  ^nd  chitf  thing  that  Cbrift  commanded  bis  a- 
poflks  to  preach  was  repentance,  Mark  vi.  12.  Luke 
xxjv.  47.  And,  in  ol^dieiicc  to  thefe  orders,  the  firft 
thing  that  Peter  preached  to  the  Jews  was  repentance, 
A(Xs  ii.  38.  Nay,  further,  r.ur  Saviour  tells  us,  that 
repentame  is  a  chief  part  of  hift  purchafe  for  finners, 
and  one  of  the  chiefeftgifts  which  he  bellows  upon  thenu 
He  not  only  came  from  heaven  to  preach  repentance^  but 
alfo  to  (bed  his  blood  to  purchafe  repentance  to  us  ;  and 
th«:refore  he  iiiftruftfi  his  difciples,  Luke  xxiv.  47,  "  to 
preach  repentance  to  the  world  in  his  name,**  i.  e  as  his 
purchafe  ;  >*nd  his  apoftles  afTure  us,  that  he  arofe  and 
afcended  for  this  very  end,  that  he  might  beftow  the 
gift  of  repentance  on  his  people,  Afts  v.  3 1 .  Now  cer- 
tainly, if  rtpentr-nce  had  not  been  fo  excellent  a  work, 
and  fuch  a  necelTiry  gofpel-duty,  Chrift  and  his  apof- 
tleshad  not  infifted  fo  much  upon  it;  our  Saviour  had 
not  begun  his  public  mini  [It  y  with  it ;  nor  had  he  told 
us  fo  peremptorily,  and  fo  often,  "  Except  ye  repent, 
ye  fhall  all  likewife  perifh  " 

TertuUian  fays  of  himfelf,  that  he  was  born  to  nothing 
elfe  but  to  repentance  :  a  faying  well  worthy  of  our  moft 
fcrious  obfervation.  Likewife  it  was  the  faying  of  a 
godly  minifter,  "  That  if  he  were  to  die  in  the  pulpit, 
he  would  wiCh  to  die  preaching  repentance ;  and,  if  out 
of  the  pulpit,  he  would  wifh  todiepraftifing  repentance." 
This  is  a  duty  always  in  feafon,  and  never  more  feafon- 
able  than  when  we  go  to  feai  a  covenant  with  God,  or  go 
to  receive  the  feal  of  God's  Spirit  in  the  facramcnt.  We 
know  hard  wax  will  not  receive  the  impreffionof  thefeal, 
wherefore  we  muft  firft  melt  or  foften  the  wax  before 
we  apply  the  feal ;  fo  the  heart  muft  be  firft  foftened  and 
melted  by  repentance  and  humiliation  for  fin,  before  any 
impreflion  be  made  thereon  by  the  heavenly  feal  of 
God's  Spirit  in  the  facrament. 

What  Bathihebah  faith,  Prov.  xxxi.  6.  7.  is  very  ap- 
plicable here,  *«  Give  ftrong  drink  unto  him  that  is  ready 

to 


Plred.  IX.     Concerning  Humiliation  for  Siu.  40Q 

to  perifh,  and  wine  m  to  thofe  th  it  be  of  heavy  hearts  (or 
bittet  in  foul .)  Let  him  drink  and  forget  his  povcttv,  and 
rcmcniher  his  mifery  no  more.**  So  the  wine  in  the  fa- 
crament  is  not  for  the  fecure  and  impenittnt,  but  for 
tbofe  who  by  repentance  and  humiliation  for  fin  arc  in 
poverty  of  fpirit,  bittemefs  of  foul,  andhcavinefsof  heart 
for  grieving  and  offending  God.  The  Lord  is  graci- 
oufly  pleafed  to  appoint  this  wine  for  them,  to  refre(h 
and  comfort  their  hearts  againft  the  fenfe  of  their  po- 
verty and  mifery.  **  Blefled  are  they  that  mourn  at 
diis  occafion)  for  they  (hail  be  comforted  5  their  forrow 
ftall  be  turned  into  joy." 

But,  if  you  come  with  impenitent,  infenfible  and  hard 
hearts  to  the  Lord's  table,  you  will  kindle  the  Lord^s 
wtath  againft  you  for  crucifying  his  beloved  Son  As 
king  Ahafuerus's  wrath  was  kindled  agiiinft  Haman  for 
his  bloody  plot  againft  his  beloved  Efther  and  her  peo- 
ple, eveti  while  he  was  at  the  banquet  of  wine,  and  pre- 
fcntly  gave  fentence  againft  him  :  So  may  the  the  Kiug 
of  heaven's  wrath  be  kindled  againft  thee,' while  at  this 
fpiritual  banquet,  and  pafs  fentefice  on  thee  prefently, 
and  fay,  "  Let  Satan  enter  in  with  the  fop,  and  feal  him 
up  under  his  hardnefs  and  impenitency,  and  carry  him 
on  to  all  ungodlinefs  till  he  be  ripe  for  hell. 

What  Chrift  faid  of  the  Pharifees  profelyte,  Matth. 
3nciii.  15.  "  He  was  made  two-fold  more  the  child  of 
hell  than  theiiifelveis,"  may  well  be  faid  of  impenitent 
receivers ;  by  their  communicating  in  this  cafe,  they 
make  themfclves  two  fold  more  the  children  of  hell  and 
the  devil  than  they  were  before  :  For  thereby  they  fall 
more  under  the  power  of  fatan ;  they  increafe  their 
hardnefs,  ftrengthen  their  lufts  ;  and  to  all  their  former 
fins  they  add  the  guilt  of  profaning  God's  ordinance, 
crucifying  the  Son  of  God  afrefli,  and  trampling  his  pre- 
cious blood  under  foot. 

Impenitent  partaking  is  a  crime  fo  pfTenfive  to  a  holy 
God,  that  it  will  bring  all  your  other  fins  frefh  into 
God's  remembrance,  and  excite  him  to  vific  you*for 
them,  according  to  that  word,  Hof.  viii.  13.  "They 
facrifice  flefh  for  the  faclSSce  of  mine  offerings,  and  eat 
it  i  but  the  Lord  accepteth  them  not :  That  is  fad 
5  I  2 
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enough,  but  worfe  follows  ;"  "  Now  will  he  remember 
their  iniquity,  and  vifit  their  fin^.**  Now  will  he  doiti 
even  while  they  arc  offering  their  facrifice.  O  impeni- 
tent finncrfi}  God  remembers  your  fins  at  all  times,  but 
efpeciully  when  you  come  to  tne  facrament  in  a  harden- 
ed cafe ;  then  will  he  remember  how  you  have  for- 
merly abufcd  his  mercies,  wounded  his  Son, .grieved  his 
Spirit,  mis  fpent  your  time,  negleded  his  worfliip, 
dealt  hypocritic.iDy  with  him,  been  unjuft  to  your 
neighbours,  hated  his  people,  (sfc»  So  that  he  will  at 
the  vfiy  time  you  are  rcccivinjf,  come  and  vifit  your 
fitiS.  fmite  you  with  his  wrath,  and  give  fatan  power 
over  you.  O  then,  were  it  not  far  better  for  you,  be- 
fore you  come  to  the  Lord's  t>*ble,  to  te  remembering 
your  fins,  and  humbling  ;ourfclves  for  them  before  the 
Lord ;  than  to  have  God  remembering  them  in  wrath 
ag  I  in  it  you,  when  you  are  at  the  tabit  P 

Now,  for  your  help  in  this  matter  fet  time  apart  be- 
fore the  facrament,  read  over  our  Larger  Catechifm  up- 
on the  ten  commandments  ;  and,  a&  you  read,  carefully 
obferve  and  m.ark  the  duties  you  have  omitted,  and  the 
fins  you  have  committed  agamit  every  one  of  the  com* 
mands;  and  from  this  you  may  form  a  black  catalogue  of 
your  iinii,  which  you  ought  to  fpread,  as  Hczekiah  did 
Sennacherib's  letter,  bffon  the  Lordf  and  like  wife  before 
the  face  of  your  own  confciences.  Had  we  but  our  eye} 
enlightened  by  God's  fpirit,  to  take  a  view  of  ourfclvcs, 
and  our  manifold  fpots,  in  the  glafs  of  God'«  holy  and 
extenfivc  law,  then  would  we  go  humbly  to  God  with 
ropes  about  our  necks,  forrows  in  our  hearts,  tears  in 
our  eyes,  and  confefiions  in  our  mouths,  cad  ourfelves 
down  at  the  footftool  of  his  mercy,  and  make  full  and 
particular  acknowledgements  of  our  guiltinefs  be  fore  him* 

And,  to  give  fome  inftances  :  When  we  view  the  firft 
commandment,  let  us  be  humbled  for  our  fins  againft  it, 
and  confeis  them ;  <^  Ah  !  have  I  not  been  guilty  of 
much  heart  atfaeifm  ?  Have  1  not  doubted  of  the  being 
or  providence  of  God?  Have  I  not  much  ignorance,  and 
many  wrong  thoughts  and  mifapprehenfions*  of  God  ? 
Have  1  not  been  forgetful  of  <R>d  my  maker  and  pre&r- 
vcr  ?  Htvc  I  not  put  the  creature,  the  world,  fclf,and 
f  clier  things^  in  his  roon^  ?  Have  I  not  afcribed  my  mer- 
cies 
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cies  to  others,  fonunc,  to  my  own  wifdom  and  induf- 
try,  rather  than  to  God  ?  Alas,  for  my  felf-love,  felf- 
fetfking,  unbelief*  diftruft,  hatred  of  God,  gricvinfr  his 
Spirit,  diflike  of  bis  image  in  his  ordinances,  his  child* 
rcn.  Sec. 

idly^  How  have  I  finned  againft;the  fecond  command, 
by  devifing  or  approving  other  ways  of  worfhip  than 
God  hath  appointed,  by  not  pi  izing  pure  ordinances,  by 
making  rcprcfentations  of  God  in  my  mind,  and  enter- 
tainine  wrong  conceptions  of  him  ? 

3^»  Againft  the  third  command,  by  abufing  God's 
name,  his  fcriptures,  his  ordinances ;  by  irreverent  ap- 
proaches to  God,  hypocrify,  carelefs  he'<iring  and  com- 
municating; by  perjury,  fwearing  raflily,  breach  of  oaths 
and  vows  ;  by  having  a  hand  in  the  perjury  or  falfe- 
fwearing  of  others  ;  by  wrefting  the  word,  mifapplying 
providences,  unthankful nefs  for  mercies,  infenfiblenefs 
and  incorrigiblenefs  under  judgments  and  afflidions. 

j^ihlyy  Againft  the  fourth  command,  by  forgetfulnefs 
of  the  Sabbath  before  it  came,  not  preparing  tor  it,  not 
labouring  to  prevent  what  might  diilra£l  me  in  the  du* 
ties  of  the  Sabbath  :  By  profaning  the  Sabbath  when  it 
came,  by  idlenefs,  needlefs  vifits,  unfuitable  thoughts^ 
words  axxd  adtions ;  by  worldly  cares  and  bufmefs  on 
the  Sabbath  ;  by  needlef^  recreations,  feekmg  my  own 
pleafures,  not  performing^  or  carelefs  performing  of  the 
duties  of  the  Sabbath,  both  in  public  and  private.  Alas, 
\  have  been  fo  far  from  calling  the  Sabbath  a  delight, 
that  oft  times  my  heart  hath  faid,  what  a  wearinefs  is 
it  ?  Ah,  the  ftrift  obfervation  of  the  Sabbath  hatii  been 
tedious  to  me,  1  have  (hifted  it  over,  and  faid,  when 
ihall  the  Sabbath  be  gone  ?  &c. 

^thly^  Againft  the  fifth  command,  by  not  behaving 
myfeU  anfwerably  to  my  natural,  cccelfiaftical,'and  po- 
litical parents  ;  not  loving  them,  praying  for  them,  and 
covering  their  infirmities  :  By  not  behaving  fuitably  to- 
wards my  inferiors,  and  not  admonifliing  and  encourag- 
ing them  in  well- doing,  not  cor  reeling  children,  or  do- 
ing it  unduly,  provoking  them  to  wrath  :  And  alfp 
carrying  unfuitably  toUirards  my  equals,  envying  their 
gifts>  profperity  or  grieving  at  their  advancement. . 


6thh^  Apfainft  the  fixth  command,  by  finfnl  an^, 
h%Xreif  matfCCy  dcfire  of  rrrenge,  iminodefate  vferf 
sneat  and  drink  $  bj  qnzrrtWmg^  fighting,  fbiknigi 
Woondmg,  and  doing  fereral  things  that  tend  to  take  a- 
way  the  llres  of  otheri ;  fowing  ftrife  and  dtfcord  among 
frfarnd^,  &c.  by  not  being  duly  concerned  for  the  fnre- 
fenration  of  the  Utcs  of  others,  whether  of  their  &A 
or  bodies* 

Ithly^  Againft  the  fcventh  command,  by  uncbafte 
thoughtfl,  words  and  aAions ;  by  unclean  im;iginationS| 
obfccnr  fpeechesj  fvtthton  grftures,  jmmodeft  apparel ; 
not  watching  over  my  (Bnfes,  heart,  words,  aflions ;  by 
going  into  bad  company»  oc^ufions  of  uncleannefs ;  by 
drtinkennef«i  gluttMy,  and  other  temptatidns  there« 
untfT, 

^tkff^  Againft  the  eighth  command,  bj  ftcaling,  de- 
frauding, oppreflion,  extortion,  unfaithftilnefs  in  bar- 
gains and  contra£ls»  idlencfs,  prodigality,  inordinate 
prizing  of  wordly  goods. 

9f/*(K«  Againft  tdc  ninth  command,  by  ffandering, 
backbiting,  reviling,  lying  in  jcft  or  eamcft,  concearmf 
the  truth  I  fliould  nave  fpoken,  fpeaking  the  truth  on- 
ic;ifonab!y,  and  to  a  wrong  end,  fnbcming  falfe  wit- 
ncBe^,  picadmj  for  an  evU  cau(e,  rath  cenforing,  aggni* 
mating  tmallcr  faults,  countenancing  evil  reports,  exte- 
nuating grofs  (ins. 

icY%,  Againft  die  tenth  command,  by  difcontent 
with  my  own  condition,  envying  and  grieving  at  my 
neighbour's  good  and  we*.fare»  itrpstience  under  afflic- 
tion. A)a$,  for  my  innumerable  breaches  uf  Goif s  boly 
commandments ! 

Irt  the  vext  place,  take  a  vrew  of  tibeparbcalbr^yvgn- 
TatTMS  of  yout  fins  «nd  be  deepfly  tiuroblcd  far  them, 
atid  fey  thetn  o*t  before  God  in  tbcir  Wackift  asi 
Mdodieft  «ccAotjr6 :  **  Ah,  I  have  firrrjcd  ^jonft  more 
S^  avid  kYiowledge  than  'oAers  ag«nft  many  dseds 
til  xxyn'fic4efrofc,  ^irtntrir^  adtncwitions  and  T^aoofe.  I 
♦laVt  fitmeA  aprinft  ttKftt  wicrdes  «jd  cxpeaaences  cff 
i^6^  V?ft^.rt^  tJilA  <«!h«*s.  I  -have  had  T!nnrygracieo$ 
rffeVs  <AF  t>ciToe  «ft4  «pwd^n^  n#,  Gofl  fe»  j^md  me 
^XTct  to««»*rt<iW*  ^fcis  1<5«  «jd'fooa--wiD  xd  any  ibul; 

he 
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Be  hath  fometimes  fmiled  on  mc  w  duty;  piven'mc 
enlargements,  breakings  and  meltings  of  heart  in  pray- 
er, hearing  and  communicating  ;  but.Iiiave  been  moll 
unthankful  to  him  :  Alas  for  my  ingratitude  for  mer- 
cies !  I  have  finned  againft  more  refolutions,,  tows, 
covenants  and  engagements,  to  the  contr:^.ry;  than  others 
have  done.  Ah,  1  have  finned  with  deliberation*  and. 
£allen  into  the  fame  fins  over  again.  I  have  finned  a- 
^ainft  my  confelTions,  my  lamentations,  and  prayers* 
I  have  finned  againft  God's  rods  and  chaftifements  upon 
myfelf,  and  againft  terrifying  inftances  of  God's  judg- 
ments upon  others.  I  have  finned  againft  the  patience 
and  long'fuiFering  of  God,  that.hath  waited  upon  mc 
for  many  years.  Alas,  I  have  finned  againft  reafon, 
ccnfcience,  xntereft,  and  a  thoufand  other  obligations. 
I  have  dilhonoured  God,  hardened  the  wicked^  and  o- 
pencd  their  mouths  againft  religion.  I  have  gratified 
Satan,  and  brought  up  an  ill  report  on  the  ways  of  God 
by  my  fins,  more  than  many  others. 

Moreover,  how.  grievoufly  have  I  finned  againft  the 
gofpel,  by  flighting,  not  fufficiently  efteeming,  admir- 
ing, and  being  thankful  for,  the  infinite  love  of  God  dif- 
played  in  man  s  redemption.     By  not  loving  and  rejoic- 
ing in  Jcfus  Chrift  and  him  crucified  :    By  refting  on 
my  duties,  and  not  improving  Chrift,  and  relying  on 
him  in  all  his  offices,  not  accounting  all  things  lofs  and 
dung  for  him  :  By  not  dying  daily  to  fin,  nor  forrowing 
for  it ;  but  oft^n  making  light  of  that  which  nothing 
but  the  blood  of  Chaift  could  expiate.     Ah,  I  have  not 
fought  the  things  of  Chrift  as  my  own,  I  have  not  pre- 
ferred Jerufalem  to  my  chief  joy.     My  heart  hath  not 
(like  Eli's)  trembled  for  the  ark  of  God,  nor  hath  my 
foul  (like  Lot's)  been  vexed  from  day  to  day  with  the 
unlawful  deeds  of  thofe  among  whom  I  live.     I  have 
not  mourned  for  the  affliftions  of  God's  people,  for  the 
figns  of  God's  anger,  or  for  the  fins  of  the  times*     Alas 
for  the  infirmities,  imperfeflions,  and  iniquities  of  my 
hply  things !  Oh,  the  heart- hardncfs,  formality,  e^thly- 
mindednefs,  deadnefs,  indifpolitiori,  wanderings,  weari- 
nefs,  unpreparednefs,  and  want  pf  rclifti  that  hath  at- 
tfended  my  attendance  on  holy  ordinances^  and  particu- 

larlv 


hrly  tint  of  the  LonFs  fapper!  1  have  refted  m  die 
ncic  imuCiAe  cf  ftatie$.  I  have  had  little  af^ietite  afier 
tbU  fehcthwf[  ordil^nce  of  the  Lord's  .fti]^par.  ,  t  haf< 
nor  approached  to  It  with  fuch'  fofein^i  prepafadok 
cxamtnationi  humiliation,  renewing  of  covenant,  ai  t 
0U((ht  to  have  done.  I  have  walked  ttnanfweraUif! 
after  the  comn^nnioB,  .and  have  not  minded  myte^^iii*^ 
tions  ^itid  engagementi  as  becomes  a  worthy  common 
nicant  ^  I 

Having  thus  accuied  yourfdveS)  sind  confefled  jQtt 
fins  before'  Godt  a^  f^ii  as  you  cap  remember )  proceed 
alfo  to  judge  and  condemn  yourfelves  fron^  them,  UffOf^. 
^  O  what  a  wretched  rebel  agaiaft  God;  have-(  been^ 
yra,  even  a  den  of  filthlneb,  a  Ay  of  uticteannels,aQcli 
link  of  mifery  !  I  have  l^en  a  heaven-darings  God-pro- 
Tokingi  Chtift  crucifyiog,  fpirit-qUenchihg,  Iaw*bieak- 
ing.  gofpel  defpifing,  and  foul-murdering  finner !  Lprdi 
can  (hy  arms  ot  mercy  open  to  teccive  foch  a  ino^ifter  oi 
vricktrdnefs  aa  1  haveoeenf  Surely  Ideferveradiertobft 
trampled  under  the  feet  of  thy  jufticcithan  tobe  embrao* 
ed  in  the  arms  of.  thy  mercy ;  for,  alasi  I  have  trampled 
under  my  feet  thy  glorious  attributes*  I  have  abufed 
thy  mercy  and  patience,  and  contemned  thy  wifdom 
and  power.  I  have  defpifed  thy  goodnefs,  that  hadi 
been  unto  mc  like  the  dropping  dew.  1  have  incenfed 
the  infinite  power  of  my  dread  Sovereign  againft  me, 
who  by  a  word  can  unhinge  the  world,  and  tear  up  it| 
foundations  as  eafily  as  he  laid  them.  1  have  exafpe* 
n^teii  the  juftice  of  that  mighty  One  who  by  lus  breath 
can  crumble  me  to  duft,  and  confume  me  to  powden 
LonI,  I  have  fm:ied  againil  the  cleared  light  and  dear* 
eft  love  s  Nay>  I  repeated  and  reiterated  my  hripoas 
fms  \  1  h^ve  gone  nom  committing  fin  to  confeffiug 
liiS  and  fvtMn  confefiing  fin  to  comniitttng  fin  again. 
Ah  !  (  have  lircd  as  careiefly  and  ineli|!acoiIf«  as  if 
thete  hsd  been  no  God  to  puniih,  nor  denl  to  torment  s 
vto  f >x eetneii  in  heaven,  nor  biitcmefs  in  hd!.  O  what 
fn«^H^nkt<'  s^T  .d  a^Tdnts  haft  thou  born  with  fron  me^  a 
}pc<^s  ^tni^cicning^  ilUdefervix^t  yca^  hdl-deferrng 
^'i  tvix:^  !  N^trr  w^erc  xht  wa^- es  more  <loe  to  the  bhoQf- 
•:\%  thttt  >dtiiMn4itim  is  d^e  to  xne.    If  cray  £b  brings 
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down  a  curfe,  and  deferves  hell,  how  many  thoufand 
hells,  how  many  millions  of  curfes»  do  I  deferve  ?  O 
how  mifcrable  fhould  I  be  for  ever,  if  thou,  Lord,  (hould 
deal  with  me  according  to  my  defervin^b  !  I  have  for- 
feited all  intercft  in  thy  favour,  and  all  claim  to  thy 
mercy  :  I  deferve  not  to  live  in  thy  world,  nor  to  breathe 
in  thy  air ;  but  to  have  my  name  blotted  out  from  un- 
der heaven,  yea,  to  have  all  the  curfes  of  rhy  book,  and 
all  the  vials  of  thy  wrath  poured  out  on  me,  eyen  a  de- 
luge of  fire  and  brimftone  rained  upon  me  wichout  iri- 
termiflion.  I  deferve  to  be  hung  up  in  chains  of  ever- 
lafltng  darknefs,  to  be  a  monument  of  juftice,  and  a  de- 
riHon  of  devils  for  evermore.  1  caft  down  rry  foul, 
jLord,  at  thy  feet  -,  though  thou  (hould  take  it  up  and 
jBing  it  into  hell,  I  behoved  to  fay,  Thou  art  lighteous  : 
For  the  hotteft  place  in  hell  is  too  g:ood  lor  me 

•*  Oh,  fhall  fuch  a  wretch  as  I,  think  of  approaching  to 
thy  table  ?  What  may  I  expeft  there  but  frowns  from 
the  Matter  of  the  feaft  ?  While  the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs 
arifeth  with  healing  in  his  wings  to  thofe  that  fear  thy 
ziame,  thy  wrath  may  burn  againft  me  as  fire,  and  de- 
vour me  as  ftubble.  The  day  of  feafting  and  rejoicing, 
Sacrifice  and  atonement,  to  thy  fincerefcrvants.  may  be 
a  day  of  wrath  and  trouble,  darknefr.  and  gloommefs, 
unto  me.  While  they  are  favin?.  Comet  In  us  go  into 
the  honfe  of  the  Lord^  our  feet  flj all Ji and  ivithin  thy  gates ^ 
K)  Zion^  ivithin  thy  courts.,  O  God  :  I  may  juftiy  be  fay- 
ing, The  great  day  of  his  wrath  is  come,  and  who  thall 
te  able  to  ftand  ?  And  when  thy  children.  Lord,  (hall 
go  with  confidence  and  prefent  thcmfeives  before  thee, 
arrayed  in  the  righteoufnefs  of  thy  Son,  iiftinij  up  their 
heads  with  joy,  knowing  the  time  of  their  redemption 
draws  nigh :  I  may  be  hiding  myfeif  in  the  dens  and 
Tocks  of  the  mountains,  faying,  Fall  on  me,  and  hide  me 
from  the  face  cf  him  that  fits  on  the  throne.  1  may  fee 
tliem  taken  in  and  fet  down  at  the  table  above  with  the 
King,  and  myfeif  eternally  thruft  out :  And,  while  they 
are  feafting  and  rejoicing  at  thy  table,  1  may  juftly  be 
lying  under  the  wrath  qf  the  Lamb. 

*^  Oh,  Lord,  1  have  made  light  of  tbe  gofpel  ft  aft,  and 

preferred  the  things  of  the  world  before  it  \  fo  that  thou 

Voj^,  L  3  K  mayell 
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xnnycft  juftly  fay  to  me,  that  I  (hall  nctcr  taftc  of  thy 
fuppcr  ;  o  ,  if  I  go  to  it,  thaf  it  (hall  not  be  for  the  bet- 
ter, but  for  the  worfc  *  I  (hall  meet  M^ith  a  frown  in- 
ftead  of  a  fmile,  a  curfe  inftead  of  a  welcome,  a  breach 
infleacl  of  a  blefEng.  Ix^rd,  thou  mayeft  inftead  of 
brcrid  give  me  a  ftone,  and  for  the  cup  of  the  new  tcfta- 
ment.  give  me  a  cup  of  wrath  and  trembling.  Thott 
mayeft  juftly  turn  my  hard  heart  into  a  ftone,  inftead  of 
turning  my  ftony  heart  into  a  heart  of  flefti.' 

When  thou  haft  in  this  manner  aggravated  thy  crimei 
and  condemned  thyft'If>  yet  do  not  defpair;  but  as  the 
poor  condemned  criminal  may  cry  for  mercy,  fo  !et  a 
poor,  hurr  bled,  felf- condemned  finner,  cry  to  a  mcrdfol 
God  for  pity.  Say,  **  Lord,  I  am  aftiapied  and  con- 
founded at  my  former  madnefs  and  folly  :  I  hate  no- 
thing to  plead  for  myfelf,  except,  with  the  poor  publican 
{landing  afar  off,  to  fmite  upon  my  breaft,  and  lifi  up 
mine  eyes  to  heaven,  and  fay,  '*  God  be  merciful  to  roe  a 
fiflner."  All  my  refuge,  all  my  hope,  is  in  the  free  mercy 
of  God,  thrcugn  Jefus  Chrift.  Lord,  make  me  a  monu- 
ment of  free  grace  to  all  the  ages  of  eternity.  But,  ala$, 
I  am  aftiamcd  to  fpeak  of  mercy  and  grace,  who  have 
already  abufed  fo  much  thereof,  yea,  trampled  on  the 
blood  that  (liould  fave  me.  But,  Lord,  what  can  I  do, 
or  whither  (hall  I  go  ?  Should  I  defpair  with  Cain,  or 
make  away  myfelf  with  Judas  ?  Oh,  no  :  This,  Lord, 
were  to  affront  thy  mercy  yet  more,  and  utterly  to  rc- 
jecl  the  gofpel- remedy  which  thou  valueft  fo  highly* 
This  thing  I  will  not  do  \  but,  feeing  I  have  heard  fo 
glorious  a  report  of  the  mercy  of  the  king  of  Ifrael,  I 
will  even  venture  to  his  throne  of  grace, where  free  mercy 
'  reigns  to  pardon  abounding  (ins,  and  where  Jefus  Chrift 
fits  to  fave  the  chief  of  finners.  Lord  Jefus,  reach  from 
heaven  thy  merciful  hand,  to  fave  me  a  poor  finncr, 
who,  like  Peter,  am  ready  to  fink  in  the  fea  of  my  fms 
and  miferies ;  that  fo  the  blefTing  of  a  heavy  laden  Tin- 
ner, that  is  ready  to  peri(h,  may  come  on  thy  head  for 
ever.  Lord^  fave  me^  or  elfe  I  peri/h  ;  wa(h  away  the 
guilt  of  my  many  heinous  fins,  with  the  merit  of  that 
blood  which  ran  down  from  thy  wounds  on  the  crofs, 
that  I  am  to  fee  reprefented  in  the  facrament,  or  I  an> 

undone. 
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undone.  Lord,  I  am  told  of  the  efficacy  of  this  blood, 
that  it  hath  a  mighty  current,  and  the  higheft  moun- 
tains of  guilt  cannot  ftop  its  courfc  :  Oh,  let  the  bleffed 
experiment  be  tried  on  mc,  as  it  hath  been  on  thou- 
fands  before  me.  I  am  alfo  told,  that  thou  haft  fought 
After  many  finners  while  running  from  thee ;  nay,  fol- 
lowed them  to  the  very  gates  of  hell  with  a  pardon  iii 
9iy  hand  ;  ^  and,  when  fatan  has  been  ready  to  tunible 
thetn  in,  diou  liaft  caught  them  and  brought  them  back 
^tpAn.  And,  wilt  thou  now  refufe  me,  who  am  feek- 
cng  after  tface  ?  Lord,  thou  heardft  and  helped,  nay,  died 
for  thine  enemies,  before  they  cried  to  thee  for  help  ; 
And,  wilt  thou  now  reject  me,  who  am  come  to  lay 
down  my  arms,  and  cry  to  thee  for  mercy  ?  Haft  thou 
inot  fj^d,  that  he  that  confefTeth  and  forfajteth  his  fins, 
(hall  find  mercy  ?  Thy  word  was  never  yet  known  to 
Fail  ?  Lord,  be  it  to  me  according  to  thy  word.'* 

And,  having  betaken  thyfelf  to  Chrift  thy  Surety's 
oierit,  -humbly  .plead  it  with  God  for  thy  pardon  and 
acceptance  \  fay,  "  Lord,  I  have  indeed  broken  all  thy 
Domniind^ ;  but,  hath  tiot  my  Surety  fulfilled  them  all  ? 
[  bave,  alas,  affronted  thy  juftice;  butj  hath  hot  myr 
Surety  fatisfied  it  ?  1  have  dqferved  thy  wrath,  but  he 
bath  endured  iti  The  chaftifement  of  ,my  peace  was 
upon  him  :  O  let  the  merit  of  his  righteoufnefs  be  upon 
me.  Lord,  remember  not  what  I  have  done  againft 
thee;  •,  but  remember  what  he  hath  done  and  fuffeted  for 
m«*  Oh,  when  I  confider  thy  greatnefs  and  my  own 
unworthincfs,  thy  purity  and  my  Uncleannefs,  thy  glory 
and  my  vilenefs,  I  am  confounded  and  difcouragcd  to 
draw  near  to  thy  tabic  :  But  when  I  confider  thy  boun- 
ty and  goodnefs,  my  Saviour's  metitj  and  thy  mercy  and 
teadinefs  to  forgive,  I  am  encouraged  to  come.  And, 
O  that  I  could  come  with  a  broken  and  a  contrite  heart, 
which  is  a  pleafant  facrifice  to  God  !" 

ObjeHi  "  But,  (faith  fome  poor  difcaUraged  foul)  I 
Would  fain  fet  about  the  work  of  humiliation,  in  order 
to  prepare  me  for  the  faci-ament  •,  but,  O  my  hard'heart 
will  not  break  \  alas,  it  is  fo  hardened  and  bound  up, 
that  I  cannot  get  one  tear  for  fin." 
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jinf.  Remember  that  it  is  Chrift,  who  hath  purcbat 
cd,  vho  hatli  prorr.ifed,  and  who  freely  bcftoweih  re- 
pent'^nce  rn  poor  finners  ;  therefore  go  to  him  and  feck 
If  And.  that  it  may  he  wrought  in  you,  plead  for  the 
bicflcd  S:  irif,  which  he  hath  alfo  promifed,  to  be  fent 
to  tr»kc  f'ft  the  fcalcs  of  blindnefs  from  your  eyes  which 
fat-m  J.ath  put  oti,  that  fo  you  may  fee  fin  in  its  hlack- 
nefs  and  deformity.  Cry  with  Job,  Whatlknotv  not^  teach 
thou  fue,     O  make  me  to  know  my  tranfgrejfion  and  mj Jin* 
God  hath  fet  before  you  fcveral  looking- gl a  Acs  to  rcprc- 
fent  the  evil  of  fin  to  you  ;  O  make  ufe  of  them.    You 
have  the  glafs  of  God's  holy  nature,  the  glafs:of  his  holy 
]aw,  the  giafs  of  the  damned's  torments,  and  the  glafs  of 
Chrift's  fuflPerings  :  Look  frequently  into  thefc.    View 
the  infinite  purity  and  fpotlcfsnefs  of  God's  nature;  con- 
fider  his  holy  law  in  its  fpiritual  meaning  and  large  ex- 
tent ;  meditate  on  the  eternal  (hrieks  and  iiowlings  of 
damned  fouls  :  And,  in  a  fpecial  manner,  behold  Chrifl's 
bloody  agonies  for  fin.     A  right  look  of  him  whom  ye 
have  pierced,  will  caufe  you  mourn,  Zech.  xii.  lo. 

Come  then,  O  hard  hearted  finner,  and  behold  how 
thy  fins  pierced  Chrift's  head  with  thorns,  his  hands  and 
feet  with  nails,  his  fide  with  a  fpear,  and  his  heart  with 
forrows  :    Brhold  how  they  preffed  him  down  in  die 
garden,   till  he  fwcat  blood  :  Behold  how  they  bound  a 
heavy  crofs  on  his  back,  till  he  fainted  with  the  load : 
Behold  how  they  nailed   him  to  the  curfed  tree,  and 
made  God  frown  upon  him,  fo  that  he  was  forced  to 
cry  out,  my  God^  my  Gody  ivhy  haft  thou  fcrfahen  me^ 
O,  can  (I  thou  look  on  Golgotha,  or  Gethfemane,  with 
dry  eyes,  or  an  unconcerned  heart  ?    Canft  thou  fee 
Chri(i*s  eyes  weep,  and  his  heart  melted  like  wax  with- 
in him,  and  yet  thy  heart  continue  hard,  and  thine  eyes 
dry  ?  Come,  hearken  to  his  dying  groans,  and  look  to 
his  bleeding  wounds :  Think  you  hear  him  faying  to  you, 
Behold  *ivhof  \cur  fir.s  have  dene:   Is  there  any  firrz^  IM 
•*r.\  fc^Tcnv  r    O,   wilt  thou  not  fay  to  my  hard  hean, 
"   V\  hat  is  thi<  that  thou  haft  done  ?  Is  not  this  the  Son 
of  (;od  and  tho  King  of  glory,  th^t  thcu  haft  murdered 
V^v  th\  (ins ;  and  wilt  thou  not  be  grieved  for  them  f 
'AyyW  \\-)r  \\trA  r<^cks  rent,  the  dead  earth  (hake,  thr 
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temple's  vail  rend,  the  fiin  vail  its  bright  face,  the  hea- 
vens put  on  a  mourning  habit,  and  the  whole  creation 
look  fad 9  when  Chriil  is  fuffering^  for  thy  (ins,  and  thoa 
the  guilty  criminali  that  fhouldft  have  eternally  howled 
in  hell's  Sames,  (land  only  unconcerned  V  Be  aJloniJbeJL, 
O  heavens^  at  this  I  And  let  thy  hard  heart  bluih  and  be 
aftiamed  for  it.  Ah !  fliall  the  hiftory  of  Jofeph  in  Ac 
pit  move  your  heart  more  than  that  of  Chrift  upon  the 
crofs  ?  Shall  the  news  of  the  tragical  death  or  fufierings 
of  one  of  your  friends  or  countrymen  among  the  Turks« 
move  your  heart  fponer  than  the  death  and  fufferings  of 
the  innocent  Son  of  God  ?  O,  then,  go  to  God  and  com- 
plain of  thy  hard  heart ;  take  it  and  lay  it  before  God*$ 
promife^  Ezek.  xxxvi.  26.  and  plead  that  he  would  take 
it  away,  according  to  his  word,  "  Lord,  thou  curedfl: 
all  manner  of  plagues  and  difeafes  which  were  brought 
to  thee  while  thou  waft  on  earth  :  And  haft  not  tfaou 
tlie  fame  bowels  of  mercy  now  in  heaven  ?  Surely  thy 
goodnefs  is  ftill  the  fame,  thy  hands  are  not  (hortened 
that  they  cannot  fave :  Nay,  there  are  holes  now  in  thy 
liandSf  to  let  bleflings  drop  through  them  the  nu3re  free- 
ly on  us.  Thou  art  my  only  phyfician,  and  to  thee  I 
will  look  for  the  cure :  Lord,  nothing  will  do  it  but  the 
plaifter  of  thy  blood.'* 

Mourning  is  abfolutely  neceffary  for  thee,  O  commu- 
nicant, if  thou  wpuldft  have  the  wine  of  confolation  in 
the  facrament.  When  did  Jacob  find  God  in  Bethel, 
but  when  he  wept  and  made  fupplication  to  God  ?  Hof. 
xii.  4.  When  did  Mary  meet  with  Chrift,  but  when 
flic  fought  him  weeping  and  forrowing  ?  Johii  xx.  lu 
If  you  caft  out  a  ilood  of  tears  in  Chrift's  way,  he  will 
tiot  be  able  for  his  compaf&onate  heart  to  pais  over  it, 
but  will  turn  in  and  lodge  with  you. 

ObjeB,  '*  Alas  1  I  cannot  win  to  tears  for  fin.  Are 
tears  abfolutely  neceffary  ?" 

An/,  They  are  very  defirable  where  they  are ;  the 
penitent's  tears  arc  the  joy  of  angels,  and  the  delight  of 
God,  he  keeps  a  bottle  tor  them  :  Bet  yet  all  conftitu- 
tions  are  not  alike  moift  \  a  tender  heart  may  be  match- 
ed with  a  dry  brain  that  cannot  eafily  command  tears; 
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I  (ball  therefore  make  ufe  of  f  .»me  motives  to  prefs 
poor  pcriihing  finners  to  flee  from  (in  and  wrath  to  Jefus 
Chrift  the  only  Saviour,  an(i  fo  receive  and  reft  upon 
hinri  for  life  and  falvation  ;  and  then  come  to  the  facra- 
mcnt,  to  get  their  right  and  title  to  Chrift,  and  all  his 
purchafe,  fcaled  and  confirmed. 

I.  Take  a  view  of  the  mifery  of  a  natural  and  Chrift- 
lefs  condition  :  and  O  that  God  would  open  your  eyes 
to  let  you  fee  it,  and  convince  you,  that,  while  thou  art 
in  this  ftate,  thou  art  a  rebel  to  thy  God,  a  prodigal  to 
thy  father,  a  flavr  to  thy  lufts,  and  an  alien  to  the  com- 
mon-wealth of  Ifrat- 1 1  If  thou  comeft  not  to  Chrift  with 
thy  burdens,  the  whole  burden  of  unpardoned  fin  lies 
upon  thy  own  back ;  and  this  is  a  burden  that  v/ill  fink 
thee  lower  than  the  grave  •,  nay,  it  will  prefs  thee  to  the 
loweft  hell,  and  keep  thee  eternally  finking  there.  Con- 
fider  alfo,  how  vile  and  lothfomc  thou  and  all  thy  ac- 
tions, whether  natural,  civil,  or  religious,  are  in  the 
fight  of  a  holy  God  :  While  thou  art  of  Chrift,  thy 
foul  is  naked,  and  fwarms  with  the  vermin  of  filthy 
lufts  \  and  thou  haft  neither  a  garment  to  cover  thee, 
nor  a  fountain  to  wafli  thee  :  The  leprofy  of  fin  fpreads 
over  all,  fo  that,  from  the  cronvn  of  the  head  to  ihefJe  of 
the  foot^  there  is  nothing  hut  hruifes  and  putrify'tng  fores  ; 
fo  that  there  is  no  mire  fo  unclean,  no  vomit  fo  lotli- 
fome,  no  carrioi^jkoficnfive,  no  peftilence  fo  naufeous, 
as  thou  art,  in  tt^Bfeiriftlefs  ftate,  in  the  eyes  of  a  holy 
God  who  cannot  look  upon  iniquity  but  with  abhor- 
rence. Again,  confider,  thou  art  a  Have  to  Satan  the 
worft  of  tyrants  9  he  rules  and  works  in  your  hearts,  as 
a  workman  doth  in  his  fliop,  Eph.  ii.  2.  He  ufes  your 
powers,  faculties,  fenfcs  and  members,  according  to  his 
pleafurc  :  He  f  »ys,  Go^  and  you  go  :  Z);  this  and  you  d:i 
it.  Your  bondage  is  worfe  than  the  Ifraclites  under 
Pharaoh  ;  for  they  groaned  under  theirs,  but,  alas  I  you 
are  fenfible  of  yours,  neither  will  you  believe  it.  The 
devil  knows,  that  if  you  perceived  your  fiiivery,  you 
v?ould  feek  to  make  your  efcape  from  him  \  therefore, 
%o  make  fure  work,  he  deals  v/ith  you  as  the  Philiftines 
,did  with  Sampfonj  puts  out  your  eyes,  that  you  may  not 
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fee  your  chains,  nor  look  to  Chrift  for  liberty  :  O  that 
God  would  open  them^  and  caufe  you  groan  under 
your  fetters,  and  look  to  Chrift  for  relief  \ 

^^orcovcr,  while  thou  art  in  thy  Chriftlefs  ftate»  God's 
wrath  is  ftill  burning:  againft  thee,  the  flaming  fwordof 
juftice  is  always  over  thy  neck,  PfaL  ?ii,  xi. ,"  G.^d  is*^ 
angry  with  the  wicked  every  day/'  every  day  of  the 
week,  and  every  hour  of  the  day  :    When  thou  gocft 
out  and  corned  in,  rifefl  up  or  lied  down,   God  is  ftiO 
anijry  with  thee ;  yea,  he  hath  bent  his  bow^  and  maderea-- 
dy  his  arrows^  which  are  fteeled  with  wrath,  and  headed 
with  vengeance  :  Nay,  his  bow  is  drawn,  and  his  ar* 
rows  are  at  the  flight ;  and,  O  Chrifliefsi  foul,  thou  art 
the  very  butt  thereof;  and  if  he  let  them  fly,  they  vill 
pierce  thee  to  the  very  foul,  and   who  wiH   heal  that 
wound  ?  What  a  dangerous  flate  is  this  ? 

And,  further,  all  the  curfcs  of  the  law  are  levelled  a- 
gainfl:  thee,  and  a  jufl:  God  is  engaged  by  his  oath  to 
ruin  thee,  if  thcu  abided  in  this  date,  Heb,  iii.  iS.  "To 
whom  fware  he,  that  th<iy  fliould  not  entrr  into  his 
reft,  but  to  them  that  believed  not  ?'  Should  nor  the 
thoughts  of  this  make  thee  tremble  ?  Were  it  but  the 
oath  of  a  man,  or  company  of  men,  to  procure  thy  der.th, 
as  of  thofe  forty  men  that  bound  thcmfclves  with  an 
oath,  they  would  neither  eat  nor  drink  till  they  had 
killed  Paul,  it  would  bereave  dggc  of  thy  night's 
reft  and  quiet  till  they  were  made^iends  with  thee : 
-And,  will  the  oath  of  the  great  God  have  no  efFe£l  up- 
on thee,  nor  move  thee  to  flee  to  Chrid  for  proteftioa 
and  reconciliation  ?  Who  can  help  thee  or  deal  for 
thee,  if  Chrid  be  neglcded  ?  With  what  face  canft 
thou  look  to  him,  or  cry  for  mercy  from  him,  when  he 
comes  to  judge  thee  at  the  lad  day  ?  If  thou  remain 
Chridlefs  now,  thoii  wilt  be  fpeechlefa,  helplefa  and 
hopelefs  then.  O  think,  what  pale  faces,  quivering 
lipis,  fainting  hearts,  and  trembling  confciences,  will  be 
among  Chridlefs  fmners  then  !  How  will  their  heads 
hang  down  and  knees  knock  together,  aird  cry,  Aias^ 
Jor  the  day  !  They  can  look  no  where  for  comfort  j  for 
the  Judge  frowns  on  them,  the  faints  deride  them,  their 
own  friends  upbraid  them,  the  angels  mock  them,  the 
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devil  (cofis  at  them,  the  heavens  thunder  againft  them» 
the  earth  flames  abour  them,  and  hell  groans  for  them» 
and  down  they  will  go  roaring  and  howling  for  e¥er» 

O  Chriftlefs  sou),  how  c^nft  thou  think  to  ly  in  that 
hrk  dtingeen  for  ever,  where  there  is  nothing  but 
veeping  and  gnafliing  of  teeth  to  be  heard,  and  utter- 
larkneO;  to  be  fech,  but  never  a  blink  of  the  lipjht  of 
3od*8  favour  to  all  eternity  ?  How  wilt  thou  iiv^ in  that 
lit  where  there  is  no  water  ?  Not  a  drop  of  comfort  or 
cfrcihmcnt  to  the  thirfty  fcorched  prifoners  ;  no,  not 
b  much  as  one  drop  to  cool  their  tongue  \  xh^  torments 
here  are  both  cndlefs  and  eafelefs.  O  poor  ChriftleCs 
btti,  thou  art,  as  it  were,  apprehended  by  Juftice  for 
hy  debt,  and  brought  the  length  of  this  prifon  door^ 
md  there  are  hundreds  of  difeafes  and  devils  waiting 
'or  a  warrant  to  open  the  door  to  let  you  in  ;  and,  wilt 
liou  not  employ  a  furety  nor  feek  for  a  ranfom,  when 
fuftice  is  waiting  a  while  to  fee  if  thou  wilt  do  it,  and 
9iirift  is  earneftly  oflFering  bimfelf  to  be  thy  cautioner, 
md'  his  blood  to  ranfom  thee  from  this  pit  ?  And  ta  be 
lure  no  other  thing  will  do  it     See  Zech.  ix.  i  !• 

II.  As  It  is  God's  command  that  you  (hould  receive 
md  believe  on  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift  ;  fo  he  declares  that 
t  is  a  work  above  all  others  mod  pleafmg  to  him,  John 
^i;  29.  [t  is  emphatically  called  his  commandment^  i 
Fohn  iii.  23 «  being  a  command  he  values  more  than  all 
Hher  commands  in  the  Bible :  And  fo,  upon  the  other 
txand,  there  i&no  (in  fo  provoking  to  God,  as  unbelief. 
and  rejeflion  of  Chrift  ;  yea,  he  is  more  offended  with 
it,'  than  with  the  breaking  of  all  his  other  commands. 
Sec  Heb.  x.  2&.  29,  Put  all  your  fins  in  one  fcale,  and 
Unbelief  in  another,  and  you  wi)l  find  that  unb;;lief 
weighs  down  all  the  reft ;  for  it  is  a  flighting  of  the 
whole  work  of  redemption,  which  is.the  mafter-piece  of 
all  God's  works,  being  that  which  his  heart  is  moft  fet 
upon,  and  he  hath  been  at  moft  pains  about,  i  John  iv. 
9.  O  be  perfuaded  then  to  do  the  work  that  is  moft 
acceptable  to  God,  and  obey  his  great  command  of  be- 
lieving upon  the  name  of  his  Son*  The  whole  creation 
obeys  his  commands  ;  he  commands  the  fun  to  run  its 
dkiily  courfci  and  it  obeys  him  j  he  commands  the  fea 

VbjL.  I.  3  li  to. 
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to  ebb  and  flow  twice  a  day,  and  it  obeys  to  a  mmntf ' 
he  commands  the  angels  and  ail  the  hoft  of  hcaTei% 
and  they  pun£lually  obey  him :  And  will  you  only  be 
difobedient  to  him,  and  that  to  his  beloved  command, 
when  yet  he  hath  done  more  for  you  than  for  thewfaok 
creation  ? 

III.  Confider  what  an  unfpeakable  mercy  and  happi« 
nefs  it  is  to  you,  to  enjoy  the  free  offers  of  Jefua  Cm^ 
and  to  have  God  commanding  you  to  receitre  him. 
How  would  the  fallen  angels  value  fuch  a  merqr,  if 
they  had  it !    They  would  not  be  loth  to  leave  their  dun- 
geon and  accept  of  a  Saviour,  as  you  are  :    But  tbeir 
iiate  is  eternally  hopelefe  and  defperate,  there  is  no  re- 
medy for  their  mifery.     O  do  not  put  yourfelves  in  the 
fame  cafe  with  them,  by  flighting  the  offered  remedy. 
How  would  damned  fouls  prize  fuch  an  offer !   The 
leaft  news  and  remoteft  hopes  of  it,  would  make  them 
leap  in  their  chains,  and  fing  in  the  flames.      O  bow 
glad  would  they  be  to  lift  up  their  flaming  hand9  to  grip 
to  the  cords  of  love  and  mercy,  if  they  could  be  let 
down  to  them  in  that  dark  dungeon  !  Why  then  {hould 
ye  wilfully  put  yourfelves  into  the  fanpe  hopelefs  condi- 
tion with  them,  by  your  unbelief?  Nay,  your  neglect- 
ing fo  many  offers  will  fmk  you  far  deeper  in  thatfcald- 
ing  lake  of  fire  and  brim  (lone,  and  increafe  your  flames 
to  more  vchemency  than  thofc  of  others  who  have  not 
been  fo  privileged.     O  how  will  devils,  Turks,  Jews, 
and  Pagans,  upbraid  you  there,  for  your  inexcufable 
folly  in  flighting  your  mercy,  and  deftroying  your  fouls  I 
Be  wife  then  in  time,  prize  your  privilege,  and  confider 
the  things  that  belong  to  your  peace^  before  they  be  hid  from 
your  eyes, 

IV.  Confider  what  an  excellent  and  fuitable  help 
Chrid  is  for  fallen  finners  *,  he  is  well  furniihed  and 
qualified  for  your  cafe ;  he  hath  gold  for  your  povertyi 
cyefalve  for  your  blindnefs,  balm  for  your  wounds, 
phyfic  for  your  difeafes,  bread  for  your  hunger,  white 
raiment  for  your  nakednefs,  a  fountain  for  your  pollu- 
tion, and  a  ranfom  for  your  debt  and  bondage.  In  a 
word,  he  hath  a  broad  plaifter  for  your  broad  fore,  a 
deep  fountain  for  your  deep  guilt  j  he  is  the  chief  of 
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Savkmrs  for  the  diief  of  finners.  Behold  how  one  deep 
CftUs  to  anotheri  the  depth  of  thy  miferv  to  the  depth 
of  hU  mercT.  Are  your  fins  and  mifenes  very  exten- 
Ere»  then  view  the  large  dimenfions  of  his  mercy :  WTio 
can  fathom  the  height,  the  depth,  the  breadth,  or  the 
tength  of  k  ?  As  for  its  height,  it  is  high  as  heaven, 
and  furnwunts  the  higheft  mountains  of  guilt ;  it  i£  fo 
ieep»  liiat  it  can  bury  the  greateft  of  your  fms  ;  it  is  as 
broad  as  the  eaft  is  diftant  from  the  weft  ;  and,  for  its 
length,  it  is  from  everlafting  to  everlading  :  So  that  it 
fully  answers  all  your  wants  and  miferies.  in  Chrifl: 
tbere  is  all  you  need  or  can  defire  \  there  is  both  food 
and  phyfic,  clothing,  ftrength  and  cordials.  O  fmner, 
here  is  blood  to  juftify  thee,  and  water  to  cleanfe  thee  ; 
here  is  the  water  of  life,  O  believer,  that  will  reftore  thy 
(bul  again,  renew  thy  youth  as  the  eagles,  cure  all  thy 
dtfeafes,  and  heal  all  thy  pains.  In  a  word,  you  have 
in  Chrift  all  that  can  make  you  good,  all  that  can  make 
you  great,  and  all  that  can  make  you  happy* 

V.  Confider  how  near  you  are  to  Chrift  and  mercy. 
The  remcydy  is  prepared,  and  falvation  is  brought  to 
your  very  door :  So  that  you  need  not  fay,  IVho  nuill 
a/tend  to  heaven^  imd  bring  me  down  the  water  of  life  ? 
For  it  is  brought  to  earth  to  thy  hand  :    You  need  )}oC 
fay.  Who  will  roll  me  away  the  ftone from  the  well  mouth  ^ 
For  Chrift  hath  done  it  for  thee ;  and  as  it  is  now  a 
fountain  opened  and  running  by  your  door,  O  why  ^  II 
yc  be  fo  mad  as  perifh  for  thirft  befide  this  fountain  ? 
Or  ftarve  for  hunger  befide  a  full  feaft  ?  Or  die  of  your 
wounds  befide  a  phyfician  ?    And  all  for  want  of  hcai  t 
to  accept  the  offer  ?    O,  it  would  be  lad  to  be  fo  near 
Chrift,  and  yet  eternally  mifs  him  ;  to  perifh  like  the 
thief  on  the  crofs  with  a  Saviour  at  your  fide ;   to  be 
within  a  ftep  of  him,  and  yet  never  touch  him  ;  yea,  to 
fink  into  hell  betwixt  the  outftretched  arms  of  his  mer- 
cy, and  with  the  fweet  calls  founding  in  your  ears. 
What  a  heart- ftinging  confideration  will  this  be  to  you 
in  that  p^ace  of  torment  for  ever  ?  O  then,  ftir  up  your- 
felves  to  take  hold  of  Chrift,  when  he  is  fo  near  and  in 
your  offer  :   Strive  earncftly,  while  there  is  an  ark  pre- 
pared^ and  a  window  opened  in  the  fide  of  it,  and  the 
3  L  2  hand 
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band  of  mercy  put  forth  to  pull  Ui  (helterlefs  doves  tint 
can  find  no  reft  elfewhere :  I  fay*  ftrive  to  come  scar 
by  the  wings  of  faith,  make  your  nell  (at  Icaft)  befide 
the  hole's  mouth:  Be  not  found  horering  widu)iit> 
left  the  flood  wa(h  you  from  the  fides  of  the  ark,  and 
ye  perifli  nii&raMy.  If  you  be  fo  foolifli^  jtm  will  wi(h 
eternally  that  you  bad  never  heird  of  Chrifl,  or  thit 
you  had  been  born  among  the  wild  Indians  or  Maho- 
metans, that  never  heard  a  fermon,  or  witnefied  a.com- 
munion. 

VI.  Confider  how  importunate  Chrift  is  in  his  ofei» 
and  how  much  he  prcfleth  you  to  receive  him.  **  Wit 
dom  crieth  in  the  ftreets,"  Prov>i.;2o.  Chrift  makes  loud 
and  open  proclamation  of  himfelf,  and  oft  repeats  his 
calls,  Ifa  li.  i.  <^  Ho,  every  one  that  thirfteth,  come 
ye  to  the  waters,  and  he  that  hath  no  money,  come  yci 
buy  and  eat,  yea  come,"  &c.  Behold,  how  earaeft  he 
is  with  finners,  that  he  bids  them  come  to  him  three 
times  in  one  verfe,  Comej  c$me^  come.  What  alluring 
methods  hath  he  taken  to  gain  your  hearts  !  How  ten- 
derly and  affe£lionately  doth  he  call  and  court  back- 
ward fouls !  Ifa.  li.  4.  *'  Hearken  unto  me,  my  peo- 
die,  give  ear  unto  hk,  O  my  nation."  What  melting 
cxpreflions  are  thefe  ?  My  people  I  My  nation  J 

But,  if  calls  do  not  prevail,  he  comes  himfclf  to  feek 
and  fave  that  which  was  loft.  He  came  perfonally  in 
the  days  of  his  flefli,  and  now  fee  comes  by  his  Spirit  in 
his  word  and  ordinances.  The  three  wife  men  came 
from  the  eaft  a  long  journey  to  fcek  Chrift ;  but  now 
Chrift  hath  come  from  heaven  to  earth,  a  •  long  jour- 
ney ;  yea,  come  to  every  one  of  your  congregations 
to  feek  you  :  And,  are  you  not  willing  to  be  found  of 
him  ? 

Nay,  he  is  content  to  follow  you  when  you  run  away 
from  him,  and  purfue  you  with  his  gracious  offers.  As 
the  rock  followed  the  Ifraclites  in  the  wildernefs  with 
its  running  ftreams  of  water,  fo  Chrift,  our  fpiritual 
rock,  follows  you  now  with  the  ftreams  of  his  mercy 
and  blood,  to  wafh  and  fave  you.  O  Cnner,  if  yoju  will 
not  hear  the  words  of  his  mouth,  hearken  to  the  call  of 
his  wound?,  which  are  opened  as  fo  many  mouths  to 

plead 
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.plead  vrith  you.  He  hadi  fuffered  his  blefied  fide  lobe 
opened,  that  ye  might  look  into  his  bleeding  heart,  and 
iiEocit  panting  with  love^  and^lfo  hear  the  founding  of 
his  bowels  towards  you.  Will  not  thisf  prerail  ?  IHien 
liehold  him  by  faith  with  a  heavy  crofs  on  his  backy 
jweighed  down  with  your  fins,  and  the  curfes  of  a  bro- 
ken law,  following  you,  and  calling  after  you*  Hear 
litm  knocking  with  his  nailed  hands,  at  the  door  of  your 
hearts,  faying,  Open  to  me,  poor  periChing  finner ;  gire 
me  harbour  in  thy  heart,  behold  what  I  have  fuffered 
from  heaven,  earth,  and  hell,  for  thee  ;  look  what  jus- 
^ce  hath  done ;  look  what  the  devils,  the  Romans,  the 
Jews,  and  my  Own  difciples,  have  done.  View  my 
Ibead,  my  fide,  my  hands  and  my  feet,  my  wounded  bo- 
-dfj  and  my  bruifed  foul.  Oh,  canil  thou  find  in  thy 
heart  to  keep  Chrifl:  at  the  door,  when  thus  wounded, 
bleeding,  mangled  for  thee  ?  Wilt  thou  let  him  ilay  all 
^ay  long,  when  he  hath  put  on  his  dyed  garments,  and 
:|ied  apparel,  to  court  thy  backward  heart,  and  when  he 
is  faying,  O  finner,  if  thou  wilt  not  believe,  reach  biihir 
iby  bandy  and  feel  the  print  of  the  natls  ;  yea^  tbrufi  it  i/ttw 
my  pierced fide^'  and  feel  my  warm  bleeding  hearty  and  fee  ^ 
J  hve  you  not  ?  Wilt  thou  deny  him  acceis,  who  has 
done  fo  much  for  thee  ? 

Will  not  this  prevail?  Then  behold  him  difplaying 
liis  glorious  beauty  and  excellency  before  thine  eyes  in 
a  preached  gofpel,  to  win  thy  heart.  Will  not '  minif- 
ters  commendation  of  him  move  thee  ?  Then  hear  how 
he  commends  himfelf ;  *^  1  am  the  rofe  of  Sharon,  and 
the  lily  of  tl|e  valleys ;  I  am  the  true  vine  ^  I  am  the 
good  Shej^erd,*^  &c.  And,  will  you  not  believe  his 
own  report,  who  cannot  lye  ?  Surely  he  is  in  good  ear- 
neft  with  you  when  he  takes  this  courfe. 
.  Will  not  this  do  ?  Then  hearken  how  mournfully  he 
compbinswhen  he  wants  fuccefs,  and  paflionately  re- 
grets your  folly  in  rejefting  him.  He  fighs  when  he 
mentions  it,  Pfcl.  Ixxxi.  13.  **  O  that  my  people  had 
hearkened  unto  me  }"  He  bitterly  laments  it,  Matth. 
xxiiu^^'j.  "  O  Jcruftlem,  Jerufalem,  how  often  would 
I  have  gathered  thy  children  together,  and  ye  would 
not  !*'  He  doubles  the  name,  to  fijew  his  tender  affec- 
tion ; 
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tion  ;  as  Dnvid  when  he  regrets  his  fon  Abfalom,  "  0 
my  fon  Abfalom,  my  fon,  my  fon  !  &c.  How  often 
would  I  have  p;athercd  you  under  my  wings  ?*  How 
many  an  affeflionate  fermon,  call,  and.  inTitation  have 
I  r^iven  you,  but  all  to  no  purpofe  ?  Shall  I  go  through 
a  fea  of  wrath  and  blood  to  fave  you,  and  will  ye  not 
accept  of  me  when  I  have  done  it  ?  Shall  I  ihod  my 
blood  in  v.iin  P  Shall  I  bear  the  wrath  of  God,  die 
fcoin  of  men,  the  terror  of  dcnth,  and  curfe  of  the  hw, 
to  no  effeft  ?  Will  ye  ftill  prefer  your  fins  before  me, 
and  hear  fatan's  knocks  fooner  than  mine. 

Hear  that  compr.ffionate  complaint,  John  r.  40.  "  Ye 
will  not  come  to  me,  that  ye  mij^ht  have  life.**  As  if 
he  had  faid,  "  Why  run  ye  fo  faft  from  your  Saviour? 
Why  come  ye  not  to  me,  who  am  come  from  heaven 
to  feek  and  fave  you  ?  It  is  not  an  enemy,  but  a  firiendi 

?re  run  from :  The  worfe  turn  I  would  do  yoa  is  to 
ave  your  lives  :  Ye  will  go,  without  much  preffing,  to 
the  devil,  to  get  death  and  eternal  damnation ;  but  fe  • 
will  not  come  to  me  to  get  life  and  eternal  falvation. 
O  what  an  incxpreflible  madnefs  are  ye  guilty  of!** 

Behold  how  he  wept  for  felfdeftroying  Jerufalcni> 
rejecting  his  offers,  Luke  xix.  41.  When  he  fat  down 
to  confider  their  cafe,  his  bowels  yearned  with  pity,  bis 
tongue  broke  forth  in  lamentation,  and  his  eyes  guibed 
cut  with  tears ;  fo  that  his  weeping  even  interrupted  his 
voice,  and  made  him  utter  fliort  and  abrupt  cxpreflions» 
"  If  ihou  hadft  known,  even  thcu,  at  leaft  in  tlusday/' 
&c.  Where  he  feems  to  paufe  at  every  other  word, 
and  drop  fiift  a  word,  ard  then  a  tear.  What  a  mor- 
ing  fight  was,  to  fee  the  Son  of  God  in  fuch  a  pang  of 
grief,  ana  liood  of  tears,  for  left  finners  ?  Had  he  been 
enquired  at,  as  he  did  Mary,  John  xx.  15.  **  BleftLord, 
what  feekeft  thou  ?  Why  weepcft  thou  ?»•  His  anfwcr 
readily  would  have  bee  ^  1  feek  not  myfclf,  I  weep  not 
for  mvfelf  t  for  I  (hall  be  glorious  in  the  eyes  of  the 
Lord,  though  r.r.ncrs  be  not  gathered  :  But  I  weep  to  fee 
finners  fo  n.ad  as  to  rej^rcl  tleir  Saviour  and  falvation 
r.iti.cr  than  p.^rt  with  thtir  lufts,  that  have  damnation 
tolIvMvink:  tl.cm  at  the  heels ;  it  is  my  grief  to  fee  them 
coviurt  rati  cr  to  caft  tliemfeives  headlong  iato  the  de- 
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wl's  arms,  than  throw  themfelves  into  my  arras  of  mer- 
cy, or  embrace  me  in  the  arms  of  their  faith  O  !  did 
Qirift  weep  for  you,  poor  finners ;  and,  will  ye  not 
DTcep  for  yourfeives  ?  Did  his  heart  melt  with  pity  for 

Iou;  and  will, not  your's  melt  with  defires  towards 

y  Can  he  do  more  to  win  your  hearts  than  this  ?  Tea, 
if  this  do  not,  he  is  pleafed  to  expoilulate  the  matter 
with  you,  and  lay  your  danger  before  you ;  "  Turn  ye, 
turn  ye  (faith  he)  for  why  will  ye  die  ?"  Tea,  he  con- 
defcends  to  reafon  the  matter  with  you  in  a  familiar 
Vay  ;  "  Come  (fays  he)  let  us  reafon  together,*'  Ifai.  i. 
<♦  O  my  people  what  have  I  done  unto  theq  ?"  Mic.  vi. 
3,  **  What  iniquity  have  ye  found  in  me  ?"  Wh^t  want 
of  unfuitablenefs  have  ye  feen  in  me  ?  Have  I  been  a 
barren  wMernefa  to  you  P.  Are  n$t  my  ways  equal  ?  Thus^ 
-lie  feeks  to  draw  you  with  the  cords  of  a  man,  and  with 
the  bonds  of  love,  Hof.  xi.  4.  And  if  there  arife  ob- 
jediioiis  in  your  heart  againfl  coming  to  Chriil,  and  re- 
ceiving him  for  your  Saviour,  fee  how  carefully  he  lays 
out  himfelf  in  his  word  to  anfwer  them  all  •,  for  he  well 
forefaw  every  one  of  them  :  Produce  your  caufe  (faith 
the  Lord)  bring  forth  your  ftrong  reafons,  I  am  ready 
to  hear  and  an^er  all  your  fcruples* 

O  I  faith  fome  poor  humbled  foul,  I  have  no  right  io 
come  to  Chrijlyfor  I  am  a  great  firmer,.  O  !  faith  Chrift, 
'<  1  came  not  to  call  the  righteous  but  finners  to  repen- 
tance." 

Objedi,  "  But  I  am  the  chief  of  finners,  my  fins  are 
red  as  crimfon."  O  !  faith  Chrift,  "  I  can  make  them 
white  as  wool :"  Nay,  it  was  my  errand  into  the  world, 
to  favc  fuch  as  thou  art,  i  Tim.  i.  15. 

ObjeEl.  '^  But  I  am  fick  and  wounded :  what  hath 
Chrift  to  do  with  me?"  O  !  faith  Chrift,  it  is  my  pro- 
per employment  to  be  taken  up  with  you ;  for  the 
•*  whole  need  not  a  phyfician,  but  they  that  are  fick," 
Mat.  xi*  Am  not  I  the  good"  Samaritan,  who  am  come 
to  pour  oil  into  thy  fores,  ^*  and  tenderly  bind  up  thy 
wounds  ?"  Pfal.  cxlvii.  3. 

OhjeB.  "  But  I  have  no  ground  to  hope,  for  I  am  a 
loft  wretch."    O !  faith  Chrift,  I  came  for  this  very 

errand. 


errand,  "  to  feck  and  to  favc  that  which  is  loft,*  Lukc 
xix.  10.  and  many  a  loft  (heep  have  1  fought  and  foumL 

OhjeEf.  "  But  I  am  paft  cure,  for  I  am  quite  dead 
and  rotten  in  the  grave  of  fin.'*  O  !  faith  Chrift,  "  I 
am  the  Refurreftion  and  the  Life ;  he  that  believes  in 
me,  though  he  were  dead,  yet  ftiall  he  live,**  John  xt. 
25 »  And  again  he  faith,  Eph.  v.  14.  "  Awake  thon 
that  fieepeft,  and  arife  from  die  dead,  and  Chrift  fiol 
give  thee  light.** 

OhjeEl.  ^<  But  I  am  a  flave  to  fin  and  fatan,  and  1 
prifoner  to  juftice."  O  !  faith  Chrift,  I  came  to  "  pro-  • 
claim  liberty  to  the  captives,  and  the  opening  of  the  pri^ 
fon  to  them  that  are  bound,"  Ifa.  Ixi,  i.  Yea,  "  I 
have  the  key  of  David,  that  opens  and  none  can  fliut." 
I  have  the  blood  of  the  covenant,  that  brings  prifoners 
out  of  the  pit.  Turn  ye  to  the  ftrong  hold,  ye  prifon- 
ers of  hope,  Zcch.  ix.  11.  12. 

OhjeB.  *«  But  I  have  heavy  burdens  that  weigh  mc 
down."  O  !  faith  Chrift,  come  unto  me,  all  ye  that 
labour  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  reft. 

OhjeEi.  '*  But  my  hand  is  withered,  I  cannot  receive 
Chrift  or  any  thing  from  him  '*  Then  do  as  the  mafl 
who  had  the  withered  hand,  make  a  mint  upon  Chrift's 
calli  and  he  will  enable  thee  to  ftretch  out  thy  hand. 

OhjeB,  "  But  I  am  lame,  and  cannot  walk  in  Chrift's 
ways/'  O  I  faith  Chrift,  I  will  put  my  Spirit  within 
you,  and  caufe  you  to  walk  in  my  ftatutes,  Ezek.  xxxvl 
6.  *'  Then  (hall  the  lame  man  leap  as  an  hart,"  I&. 
XXXV.  6. 

ObjcB.  "  But  what  if  Chrift  withdraw  his  Spirit  and 
grace  from  me  again  ?"  No,  faith  Chrift,  I  will  never 
leave  thee,  nor  forfake  thee,  Hcb.  xiii. 

Objctf,  *•  But  may  not  I,  notwithftanding,  leave  him, 
and  make  apoftacy  ?"  No,  faith  Chrift,  the  covenant 
runs  otherwife,  Jer.  iii.  19.  **  Thou  (halt  call  me,  my 
father,  and  (halt  not  turn  away  from  me."  Chrift  is 
the  furety  for  thy  perfcverance. 

Obje&t  **  But  I  will  be  overcome  by  ftrong  tempta- 
tions.** No,  faith  Chrift,  my  grace  (halt  be  fufiicicnt 
for  thee. 

Ohjrfit*  **  But  (faith  fomc  poor  fenfible  finner)  alas ! 
m;  cafe  is  not  yet  touched^  for  it  is  fingular :   My  (ins 

are 
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hekKMU  rad  pccttliap,  they  arc  againft  light,  love^ 
cm»fctciice;»  vow8>  and  a  thoufand  obligations :  There  is 
9.on€  that  knows  what  a  finner  I  have  bren,  but  God 
and-  mjf.owQ  confcience:  Will  Cbrift  erer  accept  o£ 
IttcH  a  wretch  as  me  ? 

,  ^jof.  Art  thou  worfe  than  a  deviKfh  Maaai&h,  or  a 
perfecufing  Paul,  whom  Chrift  pitied^  and  faved  i    Art 
taoH  wot fe  than  Mary  Magdalene,  who  was  a  moft  no-» 
torioua  rile  wretch  ?   Yet  feven  devils,  and  an  army  o£ 
ll^fts,  eottld  not  keep  Chrift  out  of  her  heart.     Nay, 
though  thy  heart  were  as  foul  and  black  as  hell,  and  thy 
life  did  fwarm  with  the  moft  abominable  fins;   yet, 
dhrift  is  both  able  and  wilHng  to  fave  thee,  if  thou  come 
X.O  him.     Are  you  worfe  than  thoiie  in  that  black  cata<P. 
logue  ?  I  Cor.  vi.  9.   10.    Read  and  fee  what  a  black 
volt  is  there  \  and  yet  the  apoftle  faith  to  the  believing 
C>orinthian$,  ver   11.  *'  Such  were  feme  of  you,  yet  ye 
sre  w^flied,''  &c.     The  blood  of  Chrift  is  a  powerful 
fountain,  and  is  able  to  waih  away  the  greateft  fins  that 
^▼eF  were  committed,  be  they  ever  lb  bLck  or  bloody : 
Go4  gsivc  full  proof  of  this,  by  the  firft  fin  we  read  oi- 
duit  was  cleanied  by  this  blood  after  it  was  fhed,  evert 
tbe  mvrder  of  the  Son  of  God,  AStA  \u  36.  38.    Tiua 
xw^s  the  moft  prodigious  wickednefs  that  ever  the  fun 
CftW ;  (yea,  the  fun  fainted  at  the  fight,  as  afraid  to  look 
%m  it)  for  fuppofe  a  man  were  able  to  pull  heaven  and 
earth  to  pieces,  deftroy  the  angels,  and  murder  all  man* 
liind,  he  would  not  contract  fo  monftrous  a  guilt  as 
tbofe  did  in  crucifying  the  Son  of  God,  whofe  perfon 
'^ab  infinitely  fuperior  to  the  whole  creation :  Yet  thour 
Cands,  that  were  adiors  in  this  black  tragedy,  weic  wa  fh- 
ed by  this  blood,  to  give  us  a  convincing  experiment  of 
its  infinite  value  and  virtue,  and  that  no  fin  or  guilt 
^rhatfoever  was  too  ftrong  for  it:  **  The  blood  of  Chrift 
(£aith  John,  i  John  i.  7.)  cleanfeth  us  from  all  fin.'* 

ObjefK  <<  But  though  Chrift's  Uood  befufficient,  yet 
I  have  na  right  to  it,*' 

An/l  Be  whalt.you  will,  you  hare  a  full  and  fufficient 

warrant  from  the  gofpd  call  to  flee  to  it.     See  what 

hrift  injoifki  his  apofties  to  do,  Mark  xyi*  i$*  '*  Go 

Voib.  I.  3  M  into 
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into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  golpel  to  every  Cfca* 
ture,**  q.  i.  **  Make  offer  of  my  blood  to  sJl  witboot 
diftindion,  even  to /the  word  of  finners,  every  creatine^ 
be  they  never  fo  wicked,  yea>  though  they  hiave  finned 
themfelves  unto  the  likenefs  of  beafts  and  devils;  ;e(^ 
if  they  be  creatures  of  Adam's  race,  offer  my  blood,  mj 
mercy,  and  my  merits  to  them  :  Invite  and  prefs  dim 
to  come  unto  me,  and  him  that  ccmetb  I  will  in  no  w^ 
caft  out.  O  finner  !  accept  of  the  gofpel-offer  \  andi 
whatever  you  have  been,  you  (hall  find  there  is  mercf 
enough  in  God's  bowels  to  pity  you,  merit  enough  la 
Chri(l's  blood  to  purchafe  a  pardon  for  you,  and  pitra- 
lency  enough  in  his  interceiBonj  to  procure  and  appljf 
it  to  you. 

OhjeB.  <<  But  I  have  often  flighted  the  gofpel  ofoi 
and  trampled  on  this  precious  blood  :  With  what  coo- 
fidence  can  I  lay  claim  to  it  ?" 

jtnf^  Since  Chrift;  doth  not  ezclude^you,  you  ought  not 
to  exclude  yourfelf ;  but  (hould  reckon  that  you  have  die 
greater  need  to  haften  to  this  blood,  the  more  heinous 
that  your  fins  be  ?  Yea,  you  have  a  peculiar  ground  to 
plead  upon  for  pardon  on  that  account.  See  how  David 
pleads  it,  Pfal  xxv.  1 1 .  Pardon  mine  iniquity^  why  }jGt 
it  is  gnat.  This  would  be  a  ftrange  argument  widi 
men,  p^irdcn  my  irrime,  fcr  it  is  great ;  but  it  is  a  ftrong  ar- 
j^unicnt  with  God.  i:rJ,  it  is  great^  and  fo  I  have  the 
more  need  of  pardon :  //  if  great,  and  fo  thou  wilt  hare 
the  greater  honour  in  pardoning  me,  even  as  a  phyfi- 
ci^tn  hath  in  curing  a  defperatc  difeafe.  The  finning 
a^^jainil  Chriil's  blood,  or  flighting  it,  is  indeed  a  very 
heinous  fin  ;  but  the  mcro  it  id  fo,  ycu  have  the  naore 
need  to  hatlen  to  this  blood,  as  the  only  founuin  that 
can  walh  away  the  guilt  <^  trampUiig  it,  and  this,  in- 
«iecd,  CAU  do  it  effectually  :  Nay,  though  you  had  ac- 
tually ihed  ihi$  blocd,  as  the  Jews  did,  yet,  if  you  be 
humbled  ior  it,  you  are  welcome  to  come  to  it  for  mer- 
cv.  Obier^e  ihwit  cc^mn 'nFien  which  Chrift  gave  to  lus 
apoille$«  Luke  sutiv.  40.  47.  where  he  orders  them  to 
/irnRTt  rry^T^^^t  jr.:  r/«T;Tr»  sm  lit  iuime  /*  sll  jm/M9X, 
.:-v?  ^TjifB  ;^i  ith  hc^  lit  ^,rko«ifiM.  O,  might  they  (ay, 
«hy  at  y,:»:<L'jin  T  To  be  iuie  it  ii  not  our  p^n  10  be- 
gin 
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in  there,  where  they'mockedi  and  pierced,  and  cruci- 
ied  thee  the  Lord  ot  glory.  Nay,  fays  he,  begin  tbere^ 
fat  tliefe  miferable  vretcbee  have  mod  need  of  my  blood 
to  waih  them.  If  any  thing  could  alienate  Chrift's 
heart  ftom  finners,  the  con(ideration  of  their  crucify- 
ing of  hitn,  and  ufing  him  fo  defpitefully,  might  have 
done  it :  Yet,  fays  he,  go  make  offer  of  my  blood  and 
mercy  to  thefe  my  murderers ;  accordingly,  it  was  done 
bv  Peter,  A6ls  ii.  and  many  of  them  got  this  blood  ap- 
plied to  diem* 

Ohjeif.  "  But  as  my  fins  are  grievous  in  their  nature^ 
fe  they  are  vaft  in  their  number  :  They  arc  even  like 
the  fand  by  the  fea-lhore,  both  weighty  and  without 
number." 

•  Apf,  Remember  the  merits  of  Chrift's  blood  is  infi- 
nite, but  the  number  of  thy  fins  is  not  fo  \  nay,  though 
they  were  ten  thoufand  times  more  than  they  are,  they 
cotild  not  ftop  the  current  of  this  everflowing  and  over- 
flowing fountain.  Though  the  fands  be  many  and  large» 
tet  the  fea  can  overflow  them  all ;  fo,  though  thy  fins 
be  very  numerous  and  cxtenfive,  yet  the  fea  of  Chrift's 
blood"  can  cover  them  all,  and  hide  them  from  the  fight 
of  God,  fo  as  they  (hail  never  again  appear,  or  riCe  up 
againft  you  in  judgment. 

ObjeB.  "  But  my  fins  are  not  only  grievous  in  theif 
Ifatiire,  and  vail  in  their  number ;  but  they  are  of  ve- 
ry long  continuance :  I  am  an  old  rotten  finner,  long 
have  I  lieri  in  the  grave  of  fin :  Surely  Chrift  will  ne- 
Ter  accept  of  me." 

.  Anf.  Your  fins  may  be  old,  yet  they  are  not  fo  old 
98  Chrift*8  mercies,  which  arc  from  evcrlafting.  It  is 
not  the  firft  old  diftemper  that  Chrift  hath  cured  ;  he 
raifed  Lazarus  with  a  word,  that  had  lien  four  days  in 
the  grave  ;  he  ftopt  a  bloody  iflue  with  the  hem  of  his 
garment,  that  had  run  twelve  years  ;  he  loofed  a  poor 
woman,  that  fatan  had  bound  eighteen  years  \  he  cured 
an  impotent  man,  that  had  an  infirmity  thirty*eight 
years :  And,  can  he  not  as  eafily  cure  all  your  diftem- 
pers  ?  He  received  thofe  that  came  in  at  the  eleventh 
3  M  2  hour, 
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hovr,  jtht  Cnred  fome  at  liie  hft  houi*,  palticularly  dife 
thief  on  the  crofs,  whom  the  de?il  thought  he  was  fnc 
cf«  havhig  drawn  him  the  length  of  the  movth  of  heV^ 
juft  ready  to  caft  him  in  ;  yet»  even  thea»  npoa  Ini 
looking  to  Cfarifti  did  the  arms  of  mercy  catcb  hM  ft 
him. 

What  more  canft  thou  obje£l,  O  finner  i  Hadi  aot 
Chrift  provided  anfwers  to  all  thou  canft  lay,  either  ^ 
gainft  thyfelf  or  him  ?  Hath  he  not  given  nnanfweribk 
demonftration  of  his  ability,  fulnefs,  fitneft»  and  ^nl« 
lingnefs  to  be  thy  Saviour  ?  Hath  he  not  given  M 
proof  of  his  earned  defire  to  fave  thee,  by  the  laany 
methods  he  takes  to  prevail  with  finners  to  accept  df 
him  ?  Will  not  all  the  pains  he  hath  hitherto  talmii 
prevail  with  thy  obftinate  heart  ?  What  nv>re  wtwU 
you  have  Chrift  to  do  with  unwilling  iinaen  ?  There  is 
yet  one  ftep  further  he  makes,  and  that  is  a  very  knr 
one  :  He  even,  as  it  were»  turns  a  hooMe  fupplicantto 
thee,  and  upon  his  bare  knees  befeeches  thee  to  be  re> 
conciled  to  him.  Read  2  Cor.  v.  20.  <*  W«  are  afli- 
bafiadors  for  Chrift,  as  though  God  did  befcech  you  by 
us ;  we  pray  you  in  Chiift's  ftead,  be  ye  reccmaled  to 
God."  O  wonderful  coinicfceulion !  Behold  divine 
mercy  kneeling  down  to  a  finner  in  the  hvmbleft  pof« 
ture,  with  wringed  hands  and  watry  cheeks,  importun* 
ing  the  finner  to  receive  his  Saviour,  accept  of  pardon, 
fave  his  foul,  and  be  reconciled  to  God  in  Chrift.  Be 
aftoniOied,  O  heavenb  !  Shall  the  Sovereign  Creator  tum 
fupplicant  to  the  vile  traitor,  and  follow  him  witfa  in- 
treaties  !  And,  O  finner  I  Will  thy  ftabbom  heart  be 
able  to  refufe  peace,  or  flight  the  bleifed  peacennaker 
Jefus  Chrift,  afcer  all  pains  ?  If  all  his  arguments  pre- 
vail nothing,  yet  one  would  think  that  the  humble  in^ 
treaties  of  the  };ieat  God  would  certainly  do  it.  How 
can  you  refift  thefe  ? 

OhjtS.  •*  I  have  no  ftrcngth  to  come  to  Chrift,  I  can- 
not believe  of  myfelf,  I  have  a  dead  bound  up  hearty 
and  1  cannot  help  it.** 

Amj.  K  Canft  thou  fay  in  good  eameft,  that  thou  art 
wiUing  ai\d  dcfirous  to  embrace  a  Saviour^  if  thou  waft 

.  able  I 
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ible  !  Alas  !  it  is  here  that  it  ilicks ;  v^hatever  you 
pretend,  you  are  not  truly  willing.  It  is  our  unwilling- 
Be£i  that  ruins  us :  It  is  not  fo  much  for  want  of  power 
(jibough  indeed  we  want  it)  as  want  of  will,  that  fin- 
ners  want  Chrift :  Were  you  once  willing,  ftrength 
would  not  be  wanting.  O  to  get  the  will  conquered, 
and  made  to  furrender  to  Chrift  !  Then  the  day  were 
won :  O  for  one  pull  more  from  the  Omnipotent  Grace^  to 
make  you  ^*  a  willing  people  in  the  day  of  his  power  P 

2.  Labour  for  a  deep  fenfe  of  thy  own  impotency ; 
lake  your  dead  heart  and  lay  it  before  God,  and  lye 
groaning  in  Chrift's  way,  and  plead  for  pity.  It  is  true, 
Cod  is  not  bound,  in  ftri£l  juflice,  to  hear  an  unbeliev- 
er's prayer ;  but,  if  you  be  earneft  with  him,  you  may 
ezpe£i  he  will  do'  it  out  of  |his  great  goodnefs  and  mer- 
cy. "  He  hears  the  ravens  when  they  cry  :"  O,  then, 
CTf  to  him  to  your  utmoft  ability,  in  a  deep  fenfe  of 
want  \  be  as  earned  feeking  faith  as  your  daily  bread  ; 
cry  as  fervently  for  the  life  of  your  fouls,  as  ye  would 
do  for  the  life  of  your  bodies,  if  ready  to  be  executed  : 
If  ye  would  do  fo,  God  would  not  deny  you.  More 
particularly,  plead  thofe  things  : 

(1 .)  Take  your  bible,  and  kneel  down,  and  call  up 
ihat  gracious  free  promife,  Ezek.  xxxvi.  26.  27.  Read 
it,  and  plead  it ;  put  thy  finger  to  it,  and  put  the  mak- 
er of  it  to  his  word ;  lay  thy  dead  heart  before  it,  and 
look  up  and  cry,  **  Lord,  make  good  this  word  to  me,  is 
it  not  a  free  promife  ?"  There  is  no  condition  reqiured 
of  me  for  getting  it  fulfilled,  but  to  enquire  at  thee  for 
doing  it,  verfe  37.  Now,  Lord,  I  am  come  to  enquire 
and  requeft  thee  to  do  it. 

(2.)  Humbly  plead  thy  own  impotency,  and  the  in- 
fufficiency  of  all  others  to  help  thee  in  this  (late.  This 
was  the  impotent  man's  plea  with  Chrift  at  the  pool  of 
Bethefda,  John  v.  6.  7.  It  had  good  fuccefs  with  him, 
and  fo  may  it  have  with  you.  Say,  Lord,  I  have  lain 
many  years  with  this  dead  plagued  heart  befide  the  open 
fountain  of  thy  blood,  that  has  faved  many  in  my  con- 
dition :  I  am  impotent,  and  unable  to  move  to  it  of  my- 
felf,  and  have  none  to  put  me  in  :  I  have  tried  others, 
but  liind  it  altogether  in  vain :  Ordinances  cannot  do  it, 

facraraents 
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facramf  nts  cannot  do  it,  the  lou.'left  knodu  or  call  wS' 
not  do  it :  Thou,  Lord,  mull  put  to  thy  helping;  band, 
or  it  cannot  be  don?,  for  it  is  a  work  peculiar  to  thf 
almighty  arm.  I  hive  been  looking  to  all  airths  for 
help,  bur.  Lord,  there  is  none  in  heaven  or  earth  but 
thee  alone  :  Every  one  of  the  creatures,  means,  and  or- 
dinances f ly,  it  is  not  in  me  :  Every  one  of  the  iaints 
and  angels  fiy,  as  the  king  of  Ifrael  did  to  that  poor 
ftarving  woman,  2  King  vi.  27.  "  If  the  Lord  do  not 
help  thf  e,  whence  (hall  1  help  thee  ?"  So  if  thou.  Lord, 
help  me  nor,  I  muft  perifli. 

(3.)  In  a  deep  fenfe  of  your  own  impotency,  flee  to 
God's  power,  and  p!ead  it.  Do  you  feel  the  Ammon, 
Moab,  and  Mount  Seir  of  your  own  corruptions  fwell* 
ing  within  you  ?  Say  with  JehoChaphat,  2  Chron.  xx. 
12.  "  We  have  no  might  againft  this  great  company, 
neither  know  we  what  to  do,  but  our  eyes  are  upon 
thee.'*  If  you  could  win  this  length,  then  were  there 
good  ground  of  hope  ;  for,  when  we  fee  that  we  arc 
wholly  helpltfs  and  fhiftlefs  in  ourfelves,  |then  God's 
help  ib  nearcft  :  '*  When  I  am  weak  (faith  th^apoftlc, 
2  Cor.  xii.  10.)  then  am  I  ftrong."  Renounce,  then, 
all  help  in  the  creature,  and  look  to  the  Creator :  Say, 
Lord,  though  it  be  impoffible  with  man,  yet  thou  haft 
told  me,  Mark  x.  17.  "  That  with  thee  all  things  arc 
^poflible  *y  Though  I  may  defpair  of  all  help  in  myfclf 
and  others,  yet  thou  haft  forbid  me  to, defpair  of  help 
in  thee,  therefore  I  flee  to  thee  alone.  **  Lord,  give 
what  thou  commandeft,  and  then  command  what  thoa 
wilt.'' 

(4.)  Plead  thy  extreme  need  of  Chrift,  and  of  faith 
to  give  thee  an  intereft  in  him.  The  world  cannot  tell 
thee,  O  finner,  how  great  thy  need  is  :  There  is  not  a 
flarving  man  that  needs  meat,  a  wounded  man  that 
needs  a  phyfician^  a  (hipwrecked  man  that  needs  a 
plank,  a  dying  man  with  the  hive-rattling  in  his  throat, 
that  needs  breath  fo  much  as  thouneedeft  Chrift.  What 
wilt  thou  do  on  a  death-bed,  or  at  a  tribunal,  without 
an  intereft  in  him  }  And,  what  will  become  of  thee  to 
aJi  eternity  ?  Go  to  him,  then,  and  feek  faith  in  Chrift, 
as  a  malefactor  going  to  die  would  do  his  life  :    Fall 

down 
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^own  at  his  feet,  and  ay.  Give  mc  faith  and  ilrength  to 
carry  me  to  Chvift's  blood,  or  elfe  I  die.  I  may  live 
.^Ithoiit  friends,  wealth,  honours,  and  pleafures;  but  I 
^nnot.  live  without  faith.  I  am  loft^  undone,  a  dead 
man,  and  I  periih  for  ever  without  it.  Lord,  deny  me 
what  thou  wilt,  but  deny  me  not  faith.  It  had  beea 
l>etter  for  iv.e  never  to  nave  been  bom,  than  to  live 
without  Chrift,  and  an  intereft  in  him  :  If  I  win  not  to 
the  fountain  of  Chrift's  blood,  I  will  Cnk  eternally  ia 
^t  fcalding  lake  of  fire  and  brimftone :  If  I  go  ^ 
Chrift^s  table  without  faith,  I  will  (hed  his  blood,  and 
eat  and  drink  my  own  damnation. 

(5.)  Plead  with  God,  how  eafy  it  is  for  him  to  help 
theci  cry  with  the  Pfalmift,  Pfal.  Ixxx.  i.  "  O  thou 
that  dwelled  between  the  cherubims,  (bine  forth :"  It 
yirill  coft  thee  no  more  pains  to  work  faith  in  me,  and 
do  all  that  I  defire,  than  doth  the  Sun  to  Jhine  forth  : 
Tea,  thou  canft  more  eafily  put  forth  thy  power  and 
grace,  than  the  fun  can  dart  out  its  beams.  It  is  no 
trouble  or  lofs  to  the  fun  to  (hine  forth  j  fo  neither  will 
itT)e  to  thee  to  (hew  thy  power  and  mercy :  A  look  or 
touch  from  thee  would  do  it ;  a  little  thing  will  fave  a 
drowning  man  :  Lord,  fuffer  me  not  to  periih,  when  it  is 
{b  eafy  for  thee  to  prevent  it.  Were  it  any  lofs  or  troa- 
ble  for  God  to  help  us,  we  might  well  doubt  of  it ;  but, 
fince  it  is  none,  we  may  cry  with  hope.  Lord,  grant  fuch 
^n  hungry  beggar  an  alms  out  of  the  ocean  of  thy  bounr 
'ty  ;  for  thou  wilt  never  mifs  it.  As  the  fun,  the  more 
it  (hines,  difplays  its  glory  the  more  \  fo  thou  wilt  gain 
glory  by  putting  forth  thy  power  to  help  fuch  a  hclplcls 
creature  as  I  am. 

Objell.  **  But  I  have  often  looked  and  ciied  to  him 
for  help,  but  alas,  I  am  fuch  a  grievous  (inner,  he  doth 
jnot  anlwer  nue,  unlefs  it  be  with  a  frown." 

An/.  I.  It  may  be  there  is  fome  idol  or  (in  ftill  har- 
-lioured,  that  thou  art  not  willing  to  part  with.  This 
inay  be  the  Achan  in  the  camp,  that  caufed  the  Lord 
to  hide  his  fade  :  Search  for  it,  and  caft  out  the  accurfed 
Aing :  "  Let  not  thine  eye  pity  it,  neither  do  thou  fpare 
^t."    If  thou  canft  not  find  it,  go  humbly  to  God  and 

cry. 
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cryt  '^  Shew  mc,  Lord,  wherefore  tbgu  oontendeft  wA 
me." 

2.  It  may  be  thou  art  not  fenrent  enough ;  God  ke^ 
the  door  bolted,  that  you  may  be  .prgyoked  to  knoa 
the  harder.  Mat.  vii.  7.  *'  A(k|  and  it  (ball  be  gira 
you :  feek,  and  you  (hall  find  :  knock,  and  it  flu3l  hr 
opened  to  you.'*  In  which  one  verfe,  Chrift.gires  yov 
three  calls  to  fervency  and  importunity  in  wayer,  od 
ftronger  than  another  \  afk^  feek,  knock.  Tlie  woman 
of  Canaan  readily  took  up  the  meaning  of  Chrift's  I^ 
fufing  to  anfwer  her ;  (he  turns  the  more  fenrent  and 
importunate,  and  fo  gets  all  her  will. 

3.  Rt(olve,  whatever  difcouragement  you  meetwitji, 
you  will  never  quit  the  throne  of  grace,  but  you  will 
always  lay  yourlclf  in  Chrift's  way,  and  never  look  to 
another  for  help;  yea,  that  you  will  die  waiting, on 
him.  Remember  the  Pfalmift's  experience,  Pfal.  xl.  L» 
•*  I  waited  patiently  for  the  Lord,  and  at  length  he  in- 
clined his  ear,  and  heard  my  cry."  There  was  never 
any  yet  that  waited  on  him,  had  caufe  to  be  a(hamed» 
You  may  meet  with  many  difcourage meats  and  temp- 
tations, and  be  put  to  very  fad  thoughts  ;  but  you  muft 
be  rcfolute  in  locking  to  Chrift  for  help,  come  what 
will :  And,  in  imitation  of  the  Jour  lepers  at  the  ftegt  of 
Samaria^  reafon  with  yourfelf,  if  1  Jive  at  a  diftance 
from  Clirift,  I'll  infallibly  perifh,  there  is  no  hope  for 
me  :  If  Chrift  pity  me  not  when  I  am  waiting  on  hioi, 
I  (hall  but  perilh  ;  but  yet  there  is  hope,  he  will  have 
pity  at  length :  Therefore,  if  I  periih,  I'll  perifh  at 
Chrift's  footftool,  looking  up  to  him,  where  never  one 
yet  perifticd,  and  I  hope  he  will  not  let  me  be  the  firftt 

4.  Make  ufe  of  arguments  in  pleading  with  him* 
(i.)  Plead  the  frecnefs  of  his  mercy.     It  needs  ni 

motive,  and  expefts  no  worth  j  but,  **  whofoever  will, 
let  him  come  and  take  the  water  of  life  freely."  It 
runs  freely,  fo  that  mountains  cannot  ftop  the  current  of 
it,  more  than  rocks  can  ftop  the  ebbing  and  flowing  of 
the  fe^.^  Indeed,  Lord,  if  fm  and  unworthinefs  could 
ftop  mercy,  I  might  defpair,  for  I  am  as  unworthy  a 
creature  as  ever  the  fun  (hined  upon ;  but^  blefled  be 
Go  J,  grace  is  free. 

(2.) 
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/  ^(2.)  Plead  Chrift*s  commiflion,  Ifa.  Ixi.  i.  He  was 
Cent  •'  to  proclaim  Kbcrty  to  the  captivesi  and  the  o- 
laeningof  the  prifon-doors  to  them  that  are  bound.'' 
JL10M9  here  is  a  poor  prifoner,  a  frozenj  locked,  bound- 
tip  heart :  Here  is  employment  for  thee :  Loofe  me, 
knock  off  my  fetters,  and  **  bring  my  foul  out  of  pri- 

.'  Ibn.  l!hott  haft  all  fulnefs  dweliing  in  thee,  and  thou 
dioa  haft  it  given  thee  to  beftow  on  fuch  miferable  bb- 

'  je&8  as  I  am ;  Lord,  here  is  a  naked  back  for  thee  to 
cover,  and  an  empty  ftomach  for  thee  to  fill,  a  wound- 
ed foul  for  thee  to  cure.    "  Lord,  thou  camcft  to  feek 

'  and  to  fave  that  which  was  loft  •,"  and,  wih  thou  not  be 
found  of  a  loft  flnner  that  is  feeking  thee  i 

(3.)  Plead  the  communicativenefs  of  his  mercy  too* 
thers.  He  had  compafTion  upon  mens  bodies  while  he 
was  on  earth,  even  the  bodies  of  wicked  men«  fuoh  as 

.  the  unthankful  lepers ;  he  kt  none  of  them  go  without 
healing,  that  came  to  him.  Say,  Lord,  didft  thou  ihew 
&  much  compaffion  to  difeafed  bodies,  and  wiit  thou 
not  have  fome  pity  on  my  dying  foul,  that  is  far  more 
precious  than  carcafes  of  clay  ?  Plead  his  compaiTion 
that  he  hath  (hewed  to  the  worft  of  fuiners,  fuch  a-s 
ManaiTeh,  Mary  Magdalene,  Paul;  and  thofe  who  mur- 

^  dered  him. — ^Plead  his  compafGon  towards  the  finally 
obftinate  and  impenitent,  fuch  as  Jerufalem,  over  which 
he  wept,  Luke  xix.  Lord,  did  thy  heart  melt  with  pi- 
ty to  fuch,  and  wilt  thou  not  »pity  a  humbled  (inner, 
that  confefteth  his  fin,  and  would  tain  be  reconciled  to 
God  ?  Is  not  mercy  the  work  thou  delighteft  in  ?  Mic. 
Vii.  18. 

Lqfilji  Labour  for  a  fenfe  of  the  mifery  of  a  Chrift- 
lefs  ftate,  of  your  great  need  of  Chrift,  and  of  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  being /wW  in  him  :  And,  in  a  fenfe  thereof, 
look  to  Chrift,  and  make  a  mint  to  take  hold  of  him. 
Stir  up  yourfelf  to  it,  and  reft  your  foul  on  him  as  you 
can,  and  God  will  help  you,  and  communicate  ftrength. 
He  will  not  fail  to  notice  and  encourage  an  houeft  mint, 
Jer.  XXX.  21.  *^  Who  is  this  that  engageth  his  heart  to 
approach  to  me  ?"  He  will  pity  and  help  fuch.  Try, 
O  poor  foul,  if  you  can  get  a  grip  of  Chrift,  efpecially 
4}pin  a  facrament  occafion,  when  you  are  nearer  him. 
Vol.  h  3  N  than. 
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than  at  other  times ;  If  you  cannot  apply  Chrift  to 
yourfclfy  and  fay,  he  is  mine ;  yet  apply  yovrfdf  to 
Chrifti  and  fay*  IwwUfain  he  thine^  yea,  1  am  fefiohd 
to  be  thine.  Go  forth  to  Chrift  witb  all  the  £utli  m 
can  win  at ;  fay,  with  the  poor  man,  ^<  Lotd,  I  oe* 
lieve,  help  thou  mine  unbelief.^  You  muft  not  t/itSi 
and  do  nothing,  but  ufe  all  means  in  your  power ;  ibr 
it  is  in  the  ufe  of  thofe  that  God  wo/kg  faith :  Hoifeap 
the  fails,  and  wait  for  the  gales. 

Direct.  XI.  Come  and  join  yourfeWes  unto^Lonl) 
in  a  perpetual  and  perfonal  Covenant^  befoK  yoa 
go  to  his  Table. 

UNLESS  you  be  within  the  corenant  of  grace,  to 
have  no  right  to  the  feal  of  the  covenant ;  now,  if  je 
would  be  found  within  the  covenant,  you  muft,  oy 
faith»  take  hold  of  the  covenant,  and  heartily  go  in  with 
the  gracious  tei  ms  and  contrivance  of  it.  And  this  is 
what  we  con  monly  call  perfonal  covenanting  with  God. 
And  the  more  exprcfs  and  diftind  we  are  in  this  mat- 
ter, we  will  have  the  more  comfort. 

As  for  the  nature,  neceffity,  and  manner  ef  perfonal 
coven  anting^  I  refer  the  reader  to  my  Sacramental  Ca- 
tcchifm,  from  p.  1 18.  to  136.  (frfi  Edit.)  where  this 
fubjeft  is  largely  handled. 

rerfonal  covenanting  is  the  communicant's  beft  to- 
ken, and  without  it  you  cannot  warrantably  come  to 
the  lA>rd's  table-  You  will  mock  God,  and  deceire 
your  own  fouls,  if  you  take  the  great  feal  of  heaven, 
and  append  it  to  a  blank,  or  alheet  of  clean  paper :  And 
this  you  do,  when  you  communicate  without  previoas 
covenanting  with  God.  O  beware  of  appending  hea- 
ven's feal  to  a  blank,  left  the  King  of  heaven  be  wroth, 
and  fin  up  the  blank  with  a  curfe. 

O  communicant,  come  then,  take  hold  of  the  cove- 
nant of  grace,  and  give  a  hearty  and  fiducial  confent  to 
its  gracious  offers  and  terms.  You  are  mifcraUe  while 
under  a  covenant  of  works ;  be  convinced  of  it,  and 
fpccdily  betake  youifclvcs  to  the  new  covenant,  and  the 

gracious 
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Eciout  method  of  faNation  through  Jefus  Chrift  and 
rigfateottfnefs.  Cordially  accept  of  Jefus  Ghrift  ia 
M  hia  offices,  and  in  him  make  choice  of  God  the  Fa- 
AeXf,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  as  ycur  God  and  portion  : 
And  give  op  yonrfelves,  foul  and  body,  and  all  you 
bave,  to  be  the  Lord's,  to  be  for  him  and  not  for  ano- 
ther. And,  in  Chrift's  (Irength,  engage  to  live  for  God^ 
Hsirc  Untf  and  walk  with  him  in  newnefs  of  life.  Do 
ati  this  in  the  moft  folcmn  manner,  with  (incerity,  hu« 
mility,  and  felf •  denial ;  and,  if  this  you  be  helped  to 
i&o,  God  win  accept  of  you  at  his  table,  and  deal  with 
yoa  as  his  covenanted  people. 

ObjeSI.  **  But,  faith  one,  I  know  it  is  my  duty  to 
txnne  and  tranfad^  with  God  in  this  manner,  and  renew 
covenant  with  him,  confoi m  to  my  baptifmal  vows  ; 
and  fometimes  I  think  1  am  willing  to  do  it,  but  I  much 
fiifpe£i  my  fincerity  in-  this  matter ;  and  it  is  highly 
ibmgerous  to  deal  falily  with  God,  in  pretending  to  co« 
venant  with  him^  when  the  heart  is  not  right  with 
God?'* 

Amf.  You  have  juft  caufe  to  fiifpefl:  your  own  hearts, 
and  therefore  (houid  be  at  all  pains  to  fearch  and  try 
yourfelves ;  a«d,  for  your  help,  I  (hall  give  fome  chax- 
aiSers  of  thole  who  aim  (incerely  to  tranfa£i  and  re« 
new  covenant  with  God. 

I.  Th^y  are  fuch  who  arc  throughly  convinced  of 
their  mifery  under  the  firft  covenant,  as  being  wholly: 
unable  to  fulfii  its  condition,  or  pay  its  penalty  \  and 
tkerefore  fee  they  cannot  abide  in  Ais  cafe^  without  be-' 
isg  undone  ta  ail  eternity* 

a»  They  are  heartily  grieved  for  their  natural  e- 
ftrangement,  and  long  living  at  a  diftance  from  God  ; 
atid  are  made  to  fay,  Oh,  bow  long  have  I  dwelt  in 
Mefech,  far  from  the  fountain  of  my  happinefs  ! 

3vThey  are  troubled  for  their  long  flighting  of  Chrifls's 
gracious  calls  and  offers  of  mercy  in  the  gofpel,  and  foe 
the  backwardnefs  of  their  hearts  to  lea^e  fin  and  fatan, 
and  come  and  enter  into  covenant  with  God.  Oh,  how 
long  have  1  preferred  fatan's  drudgery  and  fervice,  to 
God^s  friendihip  and  favour ;  lived  in  league  wkh  toy 
foul's  enemyj  and  at  war  with  my  beft  friend ! 

3  N  a  4- 
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4*  They  hate  foafiething  of  a  {bul  aficdisif^  new  o( 
the  new  covenant,  and  the  new  way  and  method  of  fid* 
vation  contained  therein.  They  fee  there  is  no  rTghte* 
oufnef$  of  man  or  angel  that  can  juftify  them,  none  but 
the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrtft  alone,  nothing  but  an  infi- 
nite fatisfadion  can  do  their  turn  \  and  it  is  their  cry> 
Nwt  but  Chr'ifi. 

5.  They  are  fully  refolved  on  a  rupture  and  breach 
with  all  the  enemies  of  God,  and  to  break  all  leagues 
and  covenants  with  fin,  fatan,  and  the  world  ;  and  that 
they  will  never  be  flaves  to  them  as  formerly  :  They 
heartily  agree  with  the  Pfalmift,  FTal.  cxix.  ii.;. ''  De- 
part from  me,  ye  evil  doers,  for  1  will  keep  the  com- 
noandments  of  my  God." 

6.  They  are  fenfible  of,  and  humbled  for,  the  former 
treachery  and  falfe- dealing  of  their  hearts  with  God« 
Are  there  not  many  who  have  formerly  entered  into 
covenant  with  God,  have  fwom  allegiance  to  him  as 
their  Sovereign,  and  that  not  only  at  baptifm,  but  have 
renewed  this  deed  at  the  Lord's  fupper  I  But  may  not 
the  Lord  take  up  the  fame  complaint  againft  them,  as 
againft  Ifratl  ?  PfaL  Ixxviii.  36.  37.  **  They  tied  to  him 
with  their  tongues  5  for  their  hearts  were  not  right  with 
him,  neither  were  they  (ledfaft  in  his  covenant.'*  Well, 
if  you  be  deeply  affected  on  this  account,  the  Lord  will 
not  rcjcft  you. 

7.  They  fincerely  accept 'of  Chrift  as  theit  Surety 
and  Cautiv^ner  before  God ;  they  efteem  him  altogether 
lovely,  and  infinitely  precious.  They  renounce  their 
own  ri^hteou/tiefs  in  juftification,  and  their  O'wnjirength 
in  f.mdiiication,  and  look  to  Chrift  for  both,  faying,  as 
tholV,  Ifa.  xlv.  24.  **  In  the  Lord  have  I  righteoufnefs 
und  itrcngtii."  1  have  not  fufficiency  of  myfelf,  either 
to  make  or  keep  covenant  with  God,  but  my  confidence 
is  entirely  in  Chrift  my  all-fufEcient  Surety^ 

8.  They  arc  content  to  give  themfelves  to  the  Lord, 
:ii\d  all  they  are  and  have.  Faith  hath  two  hands ;  by 
the  one  it  receives  Jefus  Chrift,  and  by  the  other  it  gives 
the  foul  to  him.  Now,  if  your  faith  want  either  of 
thefe,  it  is  lame. 

9«  They  feel  in*  dwelling  fin  as  a  grievous  clog ;  they 

defiie 


Ukc&^XSi    Concerning  Ferfintit  Coinnanttr^*  4^j[ 

defire  heart-holinefs  more  than"  any  earthly  thing,  and 
refolre,  through  gracc^  upcn  more  care  and  watchfui^ 
iief$  againft  fin  than  formerly. 

Now«  try  your  fincerky  in  covenanting  \rith  God  by 
thefe  marks,  and  if  you  can  lay  clinm  to  one  or  more  of 
them,  then  you  are  not  hypocrites,  nor  of  the  number 
of  thofe  who  give  God  the  hand  without  the '  heart ; 
who  pretend  to  make  a  covenant  with  God,  and  yet  keep 
a  fecret  league  with  the  devil,  the  world,  and  the  fle(h, 
who  profefs  a  great  outward  refpeA  to  God  and  his 
ways,  and  yet  keep  a  fecret  antipathy  to  Godlinefs,  as, 
alas,  many  do,  who  come'  to  the  Lord^s  table. 

And,  if  you  would  manage  this  weighty  tranfafliori 
aright,  you  muft  be  very  deliberate  in  it :  Take  many  a 
Tiew  of  the  nature  and  frame  of  the  covenant  of  grace, 
and  conGder  what  God  oilers  and  promifes  therein,  and 
what  he  doth  require  of  us ;  and  endeavour  to  get  youf 
hearts  wrought  up  to  a  chearful  compliance  therewith.^ 
Tour  fouls  are  at  the  ftake,  and  a  miftake  here  ruina 

Su  eternally ;  but,  if  once  it  be  well  done,  it  is  done 
r  ever»  This  bargain  is  not  for  a  (hort  term,  but  for 
life,  nay,  for  eternity  \  and  therefore  you  (hould  count 
the  coft  of  it,  and  confider  H  duly ;  and  be  refolved, 
whatever  trouble  or  perfecutioh  (hall  arife,  or  whs^t^ver 
temptation  you  may  meet  widi  to  leave  Chrift,  to  fay  to 
them,  like  Ruth  to  Naomi,  when  (he  was  ftedfaftly  re^ 
folved  to  go  with  her,  Ruth  i.  16.  Intreat  me  not  to  leave 
Cbrift  ;  for  ivhere  he  goes^  I  wll  follow  him^  though  it 
%vere  intobam/hment :  Where  belodgesy  I  will  lodge,  though 
it  were  in  a  prifon  :  For  neither  death  nor  life  Jbali  part 
Cbrift  and  me. 

And,  again,  beware  of  delays  of  making  or  entering* 
into  covenant  with  God.  It  is  a  work  for  eternity,  and 
therefore  requires  prcfcnt  difpatch.  The  time  of  youth 
is  a  rare  feafon  for  this  work,  and  ought  carefully  to  be 
improven,  and  no  time  loft.  And  here  I  (hall  addref» 
snyfelf  to  the  young. 

O  young  peoplcy  and  ye  that  never  communicated  be- 
fore,  fct  about  this  work  of  perfonal  covenanting,  be- 
fore you  approach  to  the  Lord's  table.  Do  not  delay 
er  put  oS  to  another  year,  or  till  old  age  or  ficknefs 

come 
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come  on :  For,  what  do  yoa  know  bnl  God  m^  be 
provoked  ro  harden  your  hearts  fo  in  old  age  (diongli 
yc  Ihould  live  till  that  time)  that  ye  flnll  kiTeootildng 
to  religion  and  the  ways  of  God  ?  Mod  it  not  be  high- 
ly diipwafing  to  God»  to  refcrve  fot  kiai  the  icfafe  aid 
dregs  of  your  ftrength  and  time  i  Will  yon  give  yam 
Creator  and  Redeemer  only  (b  much  of  yottr  tiae  attd 
ftreogth  2s  the  devil  and  the  world  have  left  ?  O^  wiot 
is  this,  but  to  offer  the  blind  and  the  lame  of  the  iods 
in  fjcHfice  to  God,  Malachi  i.  7.  which  is  ao  aboBno^ 
tion  1 

0  young  fc/kf  can  you  difp?fe  of  yourfelvcs  better  in 
the  days  of  your  youth,  than  give  up  yourfeLves  to  the 
Lord  ?  When  you  arc  ready  to  chuie  callings  and  fiet- 
dements  in  the  world,  can  ye  take  a  wiiMn  comuCcp  diao 
£rll  chufe  a  fettlement  in  Chrift's  family,  which  would 
make  all  other  conditions  and  circnmfiances  of  life  the 
nrore  comfortable  to  you  ?  Now,  the  way  to  be  modes 
member  of  this  family,  is  by  the  covenanting  with  God : 
Without  this,  you  have  no  right  to  the  childrcns  breadf 
nor  the  feals  of  the  covenant.  It  is  not  enough  that 
you  were  baptized,  and  are  Chriflians  by  your  parents 
dedication,  unlefs  you  be  Chriftians  by  your  own  free 
choice  and  confent.  Remember,  you  are  now  to  enter 
into  the  (late  of  adult  church  memberihip,  and  to  be  ad* 
mrtted  to  ihare  of  the  childrens  privileges  lealcd  to  you 
in  baptifm  ;  and,  therefore,  now  ye  muft  a£k  as  rational 
n:cn  and  uomen,  and  make  a  choice  for  yonrfelves : 
You  ought  perfonally  and  explicitly  to  renew  your  bap- 
tlftnal  covenant,  and  ratifying  your  parents  deed,  now 
when  you  are  of  age  ;  other  wife  your  baptifm  and  pa- 
rents dedication  will  not  profit  you.  I  call  you  to  en- 
gage to  no  more  here,  than  what  you  are  already  odlig- 
ed  to  by  your  baptifm  ;  for  it  is  juft  the  fame  covenant 
ycu  are  to  enter  into  now,  that  ye  have  already  con« 
Icnted  to  by  your  baptifm  :  Only,  by  your  perfixial  rc- 
iignation,  voluntary  confent,  and  taking  the  fecond  feal 
ot  the  covenant,  you  are  to  bmd  yourf^lves  the  fader 
to  it ;  the  which  if  you  neglect  to  do.  your  baptiiin  will 
bi*  fo  far  from  profiting  you,  tliat  it  will  be  a  witnefs  a- 
g.iuiil  ycu,  and  cry  for  vengeance  on  you,  and  you  will 
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ia  no  better  condition  than  the  heathens  that  never  were 
baptized. 

O  young  communicants,  take  heed  to  your  firft  com- 
municatif^ ;  for  very  much  doth  depend  upon  it.  You 
are  now  as  it  were  to  lay  the  foundation- (lone  of  your 
faliration*work^  and  this  ought  to  be  done  with  much 
fpiritual  flcill  and  knowledge,  if  you  would  have  a  fure 
building.  O  then  dig  deep,  and  found  your  houfe,«your 
falvation,  your  hopes  of  heaven,  upon  the  rock  Chrift» 
by  perfonal  covenanting,  and  exprefs  clofmg  with  him 
upon  the  terms  of  grace  :  For  if  you  do  it  not,  but  ap- 
moach  to  the  Lord's  table  in  ignorance,  unbelief,  or 
hardnefs  of  heart,  you  may  provoke  God  to  fmite  you 
with  judicial  blindncfs  and  obdur^uon,  and  give  you  up 
to  fiich  heart-hardnefs  and  formality  in  duty,  as  may 
rleave  to  you  all  your  lives  long,  and  fo  you  are  ruined 
for  ever.  The  time  of  your  firft  communicating,  is  a 
fnoft  critical  jundure  for  your  fouls  *,  for,  according  to 
ihe  ftale,  frame,  and  difpofition  of  peoples  fouls,  at  their 
firft  communicating,  fo  it  very  often  fares  with  them  in 
{6mt  meafure  at  all  the  reft  of  the  communions  tluy 
partake  of.  Many  have  found  this,  fome  to  their  fweet^ 
4>tbers  to  their  fad  experience.  Some,  by  their  care. eft 
approach  at  firft,  and  hegleding  exprefsly  to  covenant 
with  God,  have  drawn  down  the  plagues  of  heart- hare  - 
'Siefs  and  formality  upon  themfelves,  and  provoked  God 
to  leave  them  to  wander  in  the  dark  all  their  days,  with- 
out any  folid  aiTurance,  or  comfortable  view  of  their  in- 
tcreft  in  Chrift  and  the  covenant  of  grace.  But  others, 
by  means  of  their  fincere  preparation  and  covenanting 
with  God  at  this  time,  have  got  a  feal  of  their  con  vcrfion, 
and  a  view  of  their  intercft  in  Chrift,  which  hath  proven 
very  ufeful  and  comfortable  to  them  all  the  reft  of  their 
lives,  and  efpecially  in  the  time  of  diftrefs,  and  when  on 
3  death-bed.  Then  they  have  remembered,  how  that 
at  fuch  a  time  and  place  they  joined  themfelves  to  the 
XA>rd  in  a  perpetual  covenant,  and  then  and  there  God 
(pake  with  them,  intimated  their pardon,andowned  them 
95  his  covenanted  children.  As  their  fouls  were  helped 
to  fay  to  the  Lord,  Thou  art  my  God :  So  C;od  faid  to 
then),  I  Jim  your  salvatm*     And  hereby  many  have 
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been  ftrengtheiied,  when  ready  to  faifit  under  donbti 
and  difcouragements.  Therefore,  O  young  communi- 
cants, as  ye  regard  the  well  being  of  your  precious  and 
immortal  fouls  for  ever,  look  well  to  yourielves  at  tfaii 
time  ;  if  matters  be- right  with  you  now,  they  will  ne- 
ver be  altogether  wrong  afterwards.  Labour  to  get 
feme  di(lin£l  uptakings  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  amd 
of  the  nature,  ends,  and  ufes  of  this  folemn  ordinance^ 
which  is  the  compend  and  fe^al  of  it,  before  your  firft 
partaking  ;  pray  /crvently  for  knowledge  and  fpiritual 
illumination  ;  apply  to  Jelus  Chrift,  your  great  Prophet, 
for  this,  and  fe«  to  improve  the  means  and  belps  which 
iie  is  pleafed  to  afford  you  for  it.  Retire  for  meditatioA 
and  reading  of  the  bible ;  read  and  meditate  much  08 
the  fufferings  of  Chrift ;  read  our  Confefiion  of  Faith  ( 
Vincent's  Catechifm,  Guthrie's  Trial  of  a  faving  inter- 
cft  in  Chrift,  Doolittle,  and  other  good  books  on  the 
facrament,  that  ye  may  attain  to  fome  right  imprefiioni 
of  the  covenant,  and  the  Lord's  fupper ;  and  particulars 
ly,  of  the  obligations  you  already  lie  under  by  the  firft 
feal  of  baptifm ;  and  then,  under  a  humble  fenfe  of 
^ilt,  and  with  a  hopeful  view  of  the  gofpelofier,  go 
withji41  ferioufnefs  and  folemnity,  and  renew  thofe  en- 
gagements ;  enter  into  covenant  with  God,  and  next 
come  to  his  table,  to  get  the  tranfaflion  fealed  and  ra- 
tified, by  getting  the  other  feal  of  heaven  appended  to 
it. 

And  now,  jojix\%  people,  I  put  it  to  your  choice,  as 
Jofhua  did  to  the  Ifraelites,  Jof.  xxiv.  15.  *•  Choofeyou 
this  day  whom  you  will  fcrve."  Make  choice  at  this 
time  whom  ye  will  be  faved  by,  and  whom  ye  will  obey. 
Whom  will  you  have  for  your  mafter,  whether  Chrift 
or  the  devil  ?  Both  are  courting  your  hearts  ;  which  of 
them  will  you  yield  to  ?  Lay  yoar  hands  on  your  hearts, 
and  fee  whether  you  will  grant  Chrift's  or  the  devil's 
dcfire  ?  Whether  (hall  the  devil  have  you,  foul  and  bo- 
dy, to  all  eternity,  or  fhall  Chrift  have  you  ?  Oh,  will 
any  be  fo  fooli(h  as  halt  betwixt  two  opinions  in  this 
cafe  ;  any  fo  mad  as  ftand  in  doubt  whether  to  be  faved 
or  damned,  whether  to  live  with  Chrift  or  the  devil  for 
«ver  ?  Now  Michael  and  his  angelsj  and  the  Dragon  and 
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Ilu  angeis  are  fighftng  about  yoor  heam ;  the  devil  is 
holding,  and  a  dying  Saviour  is  drawing :  O^  will  you 
not  be  on  Chrift*s  fide,  and  wiOi  Michael,  may  prevail, 
that  ihe  red.dragon*8  head  may  be  broken,  that.the  de- 
vil may  get  a  total  defeat, >nd  thit  Chrift  may  get  yout 
hearts  for  ever  ?  Remember,  Chrift  will  have  none  but 
wilHng  fervants,  Pfal.  ex.  3.  none  but  thofc  who  freely 
offisr  demfeires  unto  the  llord.  Amaziah  the*  fon  of 
2f<:hti,  is  recorded  with  great  hon6ur,  a  CbroA.  xvii.  itf*. 
becauf^  **  he  willingly  offered  himfelf  unto  the  Lord." 
O  for  ihany  Ama^lahs,  many  fuch  free- Will  offerings, 
among  young  communicants.  It  would  be  a  moft  plea- 
fafkt  fight  to  God  and  minilters,  to  faints  and  angels^ 
whdf<^  eyes  are  upon  you.  The  firft- fruits  under  the 
law  were  to  be  offered  to  the  Lord.  *^  fhe  kindneft 
of  yoath  is  much  remetnbred  by  him,**  Jer.  ix.  Young 
fcdks  praying,  repenting,  and  covenanting,  are  moft 
nldodious  mafic  in  his  eats.  O,  give  Chr((l  the  firit 
and  beft  of  your  days,  for  he  well  deferves  this.  Make 
eattieft*  of  covenanting- work  in  fecret,  that  the  commu* 
nton«day  may  be  a  day  of  your  efpoufal  to  the  Ldrd 
Jrfus,  and  the  marriage-knot  may  be  caft  fo  fure  at  thi^ 
table,  that  death  nor  hell  may  never  be  able  to  loofe  it.  ' 

l^eed  I  ufe  any  motives  to  prefs  you  to  make  this  bar- 
gain, which  is  fo  advantageous  for  your  fouls  ?  God  in- 
vites you  to  treat  with  him,  nay,  he  fummons  you  to 
do  it,  2  Chron.  xxx.  8.  "  Yield  yourfclvcs  to  the  Lord,** 
ftriktf  hands  with  God,  fubmit  to  his  mercy,  accept  of 
the  terms  of  grace.  O,  that  God  himfelf  would  found 
ail  alarm  in  your  cars,  and  (hew  you  the  mifery  of  an 
unconverted  ftate ! 

r.  While  you  are  in  this  ftate,  you  have  no  intereft 
irf  Qirlft,  no  (hare  in  his  blOod  or  purchafe  ;  you  have 
neither  art  nor  part  in  the  God  of  ffrael,  Eph.  ii.  12. 

a.  You  are  under  st  covenant  of  works,  and  the  pow- 
er, terror,  thteatning,  and  curfes  of  a  br6ken  law.  The 
fehtence  of  de^th  is  pronounced  agaiuft:  yOu,  and  you 
ntif  look  fcfr  thd  execution  of  it  every  monient. 

3.  While  yOu  ate  out  of  the  covenant,  you  have  no 
right  to  any  ttiercv,  and  all  the  mercies  you  receive  arc 
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curfed  to  you,  and  you  know  not  how  foon  God  may 
ftrip  you  of  all  you  have. 

4.  Confider  what  a  fad  ftroke  death  gives  to  an  un- 
cbvenanted  foul.  It  deprives  him  oral!  mercic?,  tem- 
poral, fpiritual;  and  eternal,  at  one  blow ;  anrd  feta  him 
agoing  for  ever.  And  whither  can  you  flee  in  the  day 
of  vifit  nion,  when  nothing  but  grim  horror  and  defpair 
do  ftare  you  in  the  face  ?  When  the  body  is  on  the 
brink  of  the  grave,  and  the  foul  is  on  the  brir.k  of  hell, 
how  will  you  have  confidence  to  cry  to  an  uncovenant- 
ed  Go<^  to  whom  you  have  been  ftrangers  all  your 
days  ?  Mull  it  not  be  terrible  for  an  uncovenanted  foul 
to  think,  I  am  going  to  appear  before  that  God  I  do 
not  know,  have  no  intereft  in,  nor  acquaintance  with 
Can  1  look  for  fricndfliip  from  him  now,  fince  I  never 
fought  after  it  before  ?  But,  on  the  contrary,  how  plesk 
£int  then  will  it  be  for  a  covenanted  foul  to  look  deatk 
in  the  face,  who  can  fay,  /  hww  whom  I  have  hetieveif 
and  I  know  whither  1  am  going  :  The  place  Hmvi,  the 
way  I  hiGWi  and  the  God  of  that  land  I  know  ?  Why 
ftould  I  be  backward  to  go  to  my  covenanted  (riendi 
with  whom  I  have  oft  converfed,  been  long  acquainted, 
and  in  whofe  prefeuce  I  have  placed  my  happincfs  ? 

5 .  Confider  how  lamentable  your  cafe  will  be  for 
evermore,  if  you  flight  the  prefcnt  opportunity  :  Tte 
treaty  will  not  always  laft  with  you,  nay,  the  day  is  not 
far  off  when  it  (hall  end,  and  God  will  treat  with  you 
no  longer.  The  door  will  be  eternally  fhnt,  and  God 
will  become  inaccefliblc*,  inexorable,  iireconcileable,  for 
evermo;e :  Chrift,  the  blclTed  Jlediator,  will  become  thy 
impbcahle  Judge;  and,  how  will  you  lock  him  in  the 
face,  when  on  the  throne,  whom  you  fo  bafely  flighted 
at  a  conrmunior-table  ?  What  wilt  thou  do  when  thou 
iindcft  thyfclf  (hut  up  under  flaming  wrath,  witliout 
hope  r  The  remembrance  of  loft  opportunies  will  be  as 
oil  to  thy  flames.  Thne  wj/,  when  God  treaud^  and 
xvsuld  hjve  fTiadt  a  hargam  ^'itb  iw,  but  I  svouid  nid  ; 
this  will  be  the  burden  of  thy  eternal  lamentation.  O, 
how  will  you  be  able  to  bear  the  wrath  of  an  uncove- 
nanted God  !  Who  can  dwell  with  devouring  fire  ?  A 
fmjdl  Ihower  of  &rt  and  brixnftcne  lighting  on  oar  Eeads 
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now,  would  be  very  terrible.  But  O,  it  will  be  infi- 
nitely mote  fO)  when  it  (hall  be  poured  down  in  whole 
ftreams,  and  that  not  for  a  time,  but  for  ever  and  ever. 
WJII  not  ten  thoufand  years  fuflPering  do  the  turn  ?  No, 
no  ;  it  will  be  eternal.  Well,  if  you  be  able  to  dwell 
with*  everlafting  burning*;,  you  need  not  treat  with  God  : 
But  O,  it  is  fearful  to  fall  into  the  han'ds  of  the  living  G$d^ 
Oine  that  lives,  and  will  for  ever  live,  to  revenge  himfdf 
npon  you ! 

Hard  muft  your  hearts  be,  if  they  be  not  moved  by 
tibefe  threatenings ;  but  yet  harder  muft  they  be,  if  they 
be  not  melted  by  God*8  condefcending  intreaties.  Hear 
him,  Ifa.  Iv.  I*  2.  3.  **  Ho,  every  one  that  thirfteth, 
pome,  &c.  Incline  your  ear,  and  come  unto  me; 
Hear,  and  your  foul  (hall  live,  and  I  will  make  an  ever- 
Is^fting  covenant  with  you.**  Is  God  fo  willing  to  make 
a  covenant  with  his  creature,  a  flave,  a  worm  ;  and  are 
you  not  willing  to.  caft  down  the  weapons  of  rebellion, 
and  e9ter  into  a  league  with  ?  Is  it  not  a  bargain  rnofl 
fuitabie  for  yoU)  9nd  all  yo^r  circumftances  and  necef- 
fities  ?  Is  it  not  moft  glorious  and  honourable  for  you 
to  be  betrothed  to  fo  great  a  prince  ?  Hof.  ii.  19.  Is  it 
pot  rich  and  advantageous  for  you,  to  be  infeft  in  fo 
rreat  an  inheritance,  and  to  have  ^  fealed  right  to  fuch 
Dlefled  privileges  as  a  free  pardon,  gracious  ^ccefs,  jco- 
Tenant-provifion^  covenant  prpte^ion,  ^nd  covenant- 
^mforts? 

0bje£f,  **  Alas,  I  haye  made  a  perfonal  covenant  be- 
fore, but  have  broke  it." 

jinf  You  have  caufe  to  be  humbled  for  it  before  God  ; 
^nd  if  you  be  pot,  it  is  a  bad  (ign  indeed.  2.  All  fen- 
fible  and  mourning  backQiders  are  invited  to  return  to 
him,  and  rene>v  their  covenant,  Jer  iii.  endeavour  to 
make  the  bargain  fyrcr  than  you  did  before. 

ObjeSl.  *f  I  am  afraid  of  breaking  it  over  again :  And 
is  it  not  better  not  to  engage  ?" 

Anf.  1.  It  is  ^ood  to  be  jealous  of  yourfclves,  and 
feared  for  breakmg ;  for,  the  more  you  diftruft  your 
own  ftrength,  the  ftrongcr  you  are. 
^  1  O  2  2. 
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a.  If  you  covcpgnt  honcftly,  ypu  wjU  get  covenant- 
guoc  am^  ftreugth  vbii:h  (hall  be  fuffic'ient  £or  jou  \  yoa 
will  get  the  doaiinipn  of  fin  broke,  and  power  to  witftic 
agninft  it :  And^  above  all,  ypu  will  get  Chrift  Cng9ge4 
for  you  aa  your  furety  5  and,  to  be  furc,  tb$i^ugb  Y^ 
be  weak»  he  is  able  eoougb* 


Direct.  XII.  Labour  for  a  thorough  cleanfip^^  of  both 
Hcan  and  Life  from  Sin,  and  turn  luito  the  h^A 
in  the  ways  of  new  obedience,  befoie  you  come  to 
the  Lord's  Table. 

ALL  that  would  attend  a  holy  God»  and  ezped  a 
com  IP  union  with  him  in  this  holy  ordinance,  muft  ice 
to  have  pure  hearts  and  clean  hands,  PfaL  zxiv.  3.  4. 
Jam.  iv.  8.  What  was  David's  |uous  rcfolutioq,  PfaL 
^xxvi.  6.  ought  to  be  yours  at  this  opcafion,  ^  I  will 
wa(h  my  hands  in  innocency,  and  fo  will  I  conp^ 
thine  altar,  O  Lord."*  He  alludes  to  the  ceremony  of 
the  prletls  wathing  at  the  brazen  laver,  bdore  they  mi- 
lutlercd  at  the  altar ;  to  let  us  fee,  that  though  this  ce- 
xtniony  belonged  only  to  the  piefts,  yet  tbc  morality 
beloi'^^  to  all ;  and  there  is  a  wafliing  which  concerns 
all  betore  they  meddle  with  holy  fcrvices,  and  e^pedallj 
iuch  a>  the  (acrament  of  the  Lotd*s  fupper.  There  is  a 
double  waihtDg  required  of  a!l  communicants:  i.  A 
walhing  of  yourfelves  in  CbriiVs  blood  by  the  actings  of 
faith.  2*  A  waihing  of  toutIcIvcs  bv  the  exerctfe  of 
tru^  repentance  jjid  reformaticn,  whicb  is  an  cStO,  of 
the  former ;  by  the  ooe,  the  guilt  of  iin  is  taken  away, 
and  by  the  ocher,  rfte  &kh  of  ila  is  remoTed. 

Now»  this  cleaning  mutt  be  both  external  and  inter* 
lul,  R*v»re  thjtt  the  outlo^e  cf^^e  ctip  and  platter  mnft 
be  ^fc-jihed.  for  Gc\l  Tooks  principaT.T  to  tlic  heart.  Ob- 
vrve  chciV  pjrt^  ci  the  uonnce*  that  in  a  fcecial  man- 
lier bchovevi  to  be  wifecd  osder  the  law,'  Lev.  L  9. 
*•  But  the  i::war\:5  arivi  iis  !«e§s  fiLall  he  waih  ia  water.* 
Now^  whv  tbc<4.*d  :£te  iawaris  and  Jcjs  cf  the  Czcii&e 
Vc  wiiici  ifccvt  ill  the  r:;t  T  Bccicie  ic  i^^iils  con- 
tained 
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tained  the  excrements  of  the  beaftt  and.thc  legs  and  the 
feet  did  tread  in  the  mire  and  puddle,  and  fo  thofe  p^rts 
v^re  more  defiled  than  any  other  part  of  the  bodjr. 
And  all  this  to  teach  us,  that  when  we  draw  near  to 
Go4  in  folemn  wprOiip,  we  fhould  efpecially  wafh  there^ 
•where  moft  filth  is  likely  to  be  contracted. 

I/?,  Our  inivardsy  our  hearts  and  confciences,  muft 
be  wjiftied  :  O  what  filth  and  excrements,  even  a  dung^ 
jiill  of  filthy  lulls,  lye  there  !  Jcr.  iv.  14.  "  O  Jeru- 
falerpi  wa(h  thine  heart  from  wicl^ednefs,  how  long 
(hall  vain  thoughts  lodge  within  thee?**  O  communl- 
cant8|  you  mull  look  well  to  the  inwards  at  this  time, 
^nd  fee  to  get  all  inward  and  fecrft  lulls  walhed  out 
by  repentance,  and  llrong  refolijtions  in  Chrift's  ftrength 
jigainll  them.  * 

idly^  Our  legs  and  feet  muft  be  waftied  alfo.  The 
fteps  of  our  daily  converfation  are  defiled  by  walking 
and  treading  in  foul  ways  :  Oh,  how  much  pollution 'do 
even  believers  gather  by  the  fteps  of  their  daily  walk  ! 
And  henpe  it  is,  that  he  who  is  already  waHied,  needs 
daily,  and  upon  every  new  occafion,  to  have  his  feet 
wa(hed^  John  xii.  lo-  We  (hould  then  be  in  earnefl-, 
before  we  come  to  the  Lord's  table,  to  have  all  the  dc* 
filernent  of  our  outward  aftions  waflied  away  by  trie 
repentance,  and  reformation  of  life.  Alas,  that  we 
fhoiMd  come  to  this  holy  table  with  fuch  inwards,  and 
with  fuch  feet,  as  many  times  we  have  !  "  Lord,  purge 
us  with  hyffop,  and  we  (hall  be  whiter  than  the  f now." 
Our  own  walhing  will  not  do  it,  if  Chrift  put  not  to 
his  hand ;  yet  we  muft  be  fincerely  uGng  tlie  means, 
and  waiting  for  the  help  of  his  Spirit. 

If  you  would  be  fuitably  prepared  for  thi?  folemn  or- 
dinarice,  and  have  a  gracious  meeting  with  Chrift  at  his 
table,  you  muft  not  only  fcarch  out  your  fins,  be  deep- 
ly humbled  for  them,  make  confeflion  of  them  before 
the  Lord,  and  by  faith  lay  hold  on  Chrift  far  pardon, 
a^  before  dire£led  5  but  you  muft  alfo  be  wafhen  ancj 
cleanfed  from  fin,  forfake  {\\\  in  your  life,,  and  caft  it 
out  of  your  heart :  For,  if  you  come  to  Chrift's  table 
with  any  of  his  enemies  and  traitors  lodged  iji  your  bo» 
foms,  with  any  of  ypur  o}d  Jufts  unnjortificd,  and  fins 
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not  put  away,  he  will  look  upon  you  as  his  mntAttmt 
and  fmite  you  with  his.  judgments  ;  yea,  you  may  exped 
that  the  wrath  of  God  win  come  upon  you  whilil  the 
bread  is  in  your  mouths,  as  it  did  upon  Ifrael  for  tb^ 
fame  rcafon,  Pfal.  Ixxviii.  30-  51.  **  They  were  not  c- 
ftranged  from  their  lufts ;  but  whilil  the  meat  was  ia 
their  mouths,  the  wrath  of  God  came  upon  them,  and 
flew  the  fatteft  of  them,,  and  fmote  down  the  cholen 
fnen  of  Ifrael  **  Perhaps,  O  finner,  thou  mayeft  not 
feef  this  wrath  at  the  time,  but  it  may  be*  ioflided  in- 
ienfibly  on  thy  foul  \  and  every  facrament  thou  receir- 
ell  in  this  condition,  thou  doU  heap  and  treafure  up 
wrath  againft  the  day  of  wrath  \  and  every  time  thoi^ 
bringeft  a  new  faggot  to  the  heap,  which  will  make  a 
terrible  fire  at  laft,  when  it  is  thoroughly  kindled  againft 
thy  {bul. 

O,  then,  you  who  dcGgn'  to  approach  to  the  Lord's 
table,  be  periuaded  to  put  a  bill  of  divorce  into  the 
hands  of  all  your  lufts  and  idols  ;  Caft  away  aU  jour 
formtr  irarj^refflons^  and  bcgir\  a  new  life :  Refolutely 
turn  your  back  on  fins,  fatan,  and  hell ;  and  come  tak^ 
on  with  a  new  mafter,  and  cng?.ge  in  God's  ftrength  to 
be  good  fervants  and  faithful  foldiers  of  Jefus  Chrift 
for  the  time  to  come,  if  you  do  this,  God  promifeth 
you  mercy  and  pardon,  and  that  your  former  fins  (hall 
not  fo  much  as  be  mentioned  to  you,  Ifa.  Iv.  7.  Ezek. 
xviii.  21.  22.  But,  if  you  do  not|  fevere  wrath  is 
threatened,  Pfal.  Ixviii.  21. 

The  facrament  doth  work  and  produce  effeds,  accor- 
ding to  the  ftate  and  difpofition  of  the  receivers  there- 
of j  ^s  ih&  water  cf  Jca/ousy  did  to  the  woman  under 
fufpicion  of  uncleanncf«,  Numb.  v.  27.  28.  If  the  wo- 
man was  clean,  then  the  water  did  her  no  hurt,  nay,  it 
did  her  good,  made  her  conceive  and  become  fruitiful : 
But,  if  Ihe  was  defiled  and  unclean,  it  did  her  great  mif- 
chief  i  "  Her  belly  did  fwell,her  thigh  did  rot,  and  (he 
became  a  curfe.**  It  is  fo  in  receiving  the  facrament : 
If  a  man  be  in  a  gracious  ilate,  and  made  clean  by 
futh,  repentance,  and  reformation,  then  the  facrament 
Wings  a  bleffing,  it  makes  a  man  fpiritually  healthful 
ajia  fruitful :   But  if  he  be  defiled  and  impenitent,  it 
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doth  him  great  mifchief ;  like  the  water  of  jealoufy,  it 
doth  poifon  and  rot  his  foul,  and  he  proves  a  more  rot- 
ten and  wretched  (inner  than  before.  O.  then,  let  none 
renture  to  harbour  fin,  and  deal  falfly  with  God,  when 
he  comes  to  drink  this  water  of  jealoufy. 

The  Pharifees  quarrelled  with  Chrift,  Matt.  xv.  2. 
**  Why  do  thy  diiciples  tranfgrcfs  the  tradition  of  the 
elders  ?  for  t^cy  wa(h  not  their  hands  when  they  eat 
bread''  But  on  many  better  grounds  may  we  quarrel  many 
ccknmtinicants :  Why  do  ye  tranfgrefs  the  command- 
ment  of  the  Lord  ?  (or  ye  wa(h  neither  hands  nor  heart, 
uSien  ye  eat  bread  at  the  Lord's  table;  nay,  ye  prefume 
to  dip  your  filthy  hands  into  the  difh  with  a  holy  Jefus : 
Do  you  think  he  will  bear  with  fuch  an  affront  from 
Vile  wormSi  when  it  is  more  eafy  for  him  to  crufh  you, 
than  for  you  to. trample  a  worm  under  your  feet  ?  Re- 
member; he  is  a  God  of  purer  ejes  than  that  he  can  behoJi 
iniquitj. 

Would  you  liave  God  to  draw  near  to  you  in  Ais 
holy  ordinance,  then  cleanfe  your  hands  and  purify 
your  hearts*  Wq/h  ye^  male  you  clean^  put  away  ihe  rwf 
tf  your  doings  from  before  his  eyes^  ceqfe  to  Jo  evU,  and 
/earn  to  do  luell.  And,  if  ye  would  be  accepted  by 
God,  your  turning  from  fin  muft  have  &ele  proper- 
ties : 

I//,  It  muil  be  a  cordial  turning  with  all  the  heart 
and  foul.  You  muft  not  forfake  fin  with  reluflancy, 
and  by  conftraint,  (as  Phalticl  left  Michael)  but  willing- 
ly and  readily. 

idty^  You  muft  turn  from  your  fins  prefently,  and 
without  delay.  Do  not  adventure  to  lie  down  and  fleep 
with  them  another  night,  left  your  waking  next  day  he 
in  hell,  or  under  a  fentence  of  final  hardnefs  or  impe- 
i^iitency  :  You  are  not  fare  the  day  of  .grace  will  laft,  or 
the  door  of  mercy  ftand  open  till  to-morrow. 

3<£^,  You  mull  turn  from  fin  finally  and  everlaft- 
ingly  \  your  quarrel  with  fin  muft  be  irreconcileable :: 
For,  if  fiow  ye  declare  war  againft  your  fins^  as  the  tirai- 
tors  and  murderers  of  your  Lord  and  Mafter,  ye  muft 
draw  the  fword  againft  them,  and  throw  away  the 
iiabbard,  and  Vow  never  to  be  fatisficd  till  you  revenge 
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Chrift's  death  upon  them,  and  get  them  utterly  deftroj- 
ed.  O,  never  entertain  a  favourable  thought  of,  nor 
give  a  kin.llv  look  to  the  bloody  knife  that  killed  your 
d^rareft  friend.  Do  not,  lik;!  many,  who  only  part  with 
t'leir  fins  about  the  time  of  a  commuv.ion,  or  when  coa« 
f  jicnce  is  awakened  ;  but  wlien  that  i^over,  they  retonl 
with  the  dog  to  the  vomit.  Many  fay  to  their  fins,  at 
Abraham*  to  his  ft  rvants,  Stay  at  the  /hot  cf  the  mswit 
tin  I  go  itp  and  nvtrjhipy  and  I  tvUI  return  to  you  again.  You 
oujjht  to  fay  fo,  indeed,  to  your  neceflary  wovdly  afr 
fairs  Sit  this  time ;  but,  for  your  finsi  you  fliould  pa& 
an  a£l  cf  eternal  banifliment  upon  them,  and  fay  with 
Ephraim,  what  have  I  to  do  any  more  with  idols  ? 

4tklxi  You  mud  turn  from  fin  univerfally.  You 
muil,not,  like  Herod,  part  with  many  and  referve  fomei 
but  readily  give  up  with  all ;  with  inward  heart  fins,  as 
well  as  outward  and  ^ok  fins ;  with  fins  of  omiffioni 
as  well  as  of  comn^ifTion,  with  fecret  fins»  as  well  as  o- 
pen  fins.  And  particularly,  turn  from  your  predomi- 
nant fins  whatever  they  be ;  and  from  thofe  fins  that 
are  common  in  the  age  and  place  wherein  you  live: 
Rtferve  no  fin,  nor  darling  luft,  but  hew  thy  beloved 
Agsg  in  pieces  before  the  Lord ;  leave  no  grip  of  thy 
heart  to  the  devil,  lell  he  pall  thee  to  hell  by  it. 

Turn  from  all  torgue  fins,  rotten  difcourfe  and  cor* 
Tupt  communication.  You  would  reckon  it  a  fad  di- 
teafe  to  have  ycur  excrements  come  out  at  your  mouth; 
and  yet,  a!a<,  this  is  the  cifeafe  of  many.  O  f wearer, 
turn  from  your  uvearliig :  What  mean  ye  to  ftudy  the 
hnguiige  of  hell,  unlels  you  would  have  the  world  be- 
lieve th.u  you  defijin  to  travel  thither  !  For  thofe  who 
are  to  go  to  a  ftr^nge  country  to  live,  defire  to  learn 
forTiething  of  the  language  of  the  country  ere  they  go. 
What  prclk  or  pleafurc  have  you  in  this  fin  I  Why  will 
ycu  dare  heaven  and  defy  God's  law,  without  any 
tempr.uion  ?  What  would  you  fiy,  if  men  fnould  baffle 
or  abufc  your  name,  or  vcur  fathci'a  name,  as  you  do 
the  Lord's  name  I 

C.-^'J?.  "  O,  (fay  fomc,)  it  is  on!v  the  devH's  name 


Aif.  There  is  nothing  pifeafes  thk  devil  more  thah  to 
fatihre  his  naovi  fo  freqaentiy  ufed  $  for  thus  yon  make 
hank  3  g^  whom  you  worOiip  and  pray  tO|  by  bidding 
the  de^  tidce  diis  or  that. 

Oi;eS.  <*  I  db  hot  ball  or  fwear  But  ivhen  I  am  in 
psBibn  and  brovokbd  to  it." 

iA^  i«  This  is  atn  aggravation  of  your  6nifirft  to 
hb  in  paffion^  and  then  to  fwear :  Do  ybu  think  thalb 
«fae  fin  #iil  excufe  another  ?  a.  Is  it  juft  to  flee  in  the 
face  of  your  Creatoi*,  betaufe  you  are  affirdnted  by  your 
feHb«r.cfieature  ?  Will  you  ftib  youf  father^  becaufc 
yottt  enemy  ftiikes  you  ?  If  a  maii  wrong  you,  will  you 
put  fdrth  your  anger  on  God  who  never  wronged  you. 

Obfi&i  **  I  f^ear  but  little  oaths^  by  faith,  con«i 
labite/*  &c. 

Anf.  I.  The  devil  would  have  ydu  think  theft  but 
Kkle  Bns  novi^ :  But  ftay  till  a  death-bed  or  a  judgment- 
feat,  atid  you  will  find  him  alter  his  note.  2.  Do  you 
think  it  a  light  mattef  to  make  a  common  bafBe  of  faith, 
thfe  precious  inftrument  of  your  jufiification ;  or  of 
confciencej  that  is  the  deputy  of  the  great  God ;  or  of 
yodr  precious  foul,  that  coft  the  blood  of  Chrift  to  re- 
deem it?  3*  Thefear&but  creatures,  and  to  fwear  by 
Altm  is  plain  idolatry^  For  it  is  a  giving  v^rorfliip,  and 
afcribihg  divine  attributes  to  the  creature. 

O  cutsirs  and  swearer t^  be  perfuaded  to  forfake  thefe 
fins^  and  turn  to  God  in  Chrift  for  mercy.  What  will 
God  fa]^  to  you  at  the  great  day,  if  you  do  not  ?  Yoii 
wifiied  for  damnation  in  your  ordinary  difcourfe ;  you 
iore  nov^  holden  at  your  word,  ahd  damned  (hall  you  be. 
You  fwore  in  your  ordinary  difcourfe,  therefore  God .. 
miiUfweor  iti  his  wrath^  joujball  riot  enter  into  his  reft  : 
Ton  cbuid  not  fpeak  without  curfing,  therefore  you  (hall 
be  baniihid  out  of  God's  prefence  with  a  curfe  :  Thieir 
toncues,  that  were  fo  liberal  of  oaths  and  blafphemiesy 
flbali  fry  in  endleft  and  ceafelefs  flames,  without  one 
drop  or  water  to  cool  them. 

Again,-  O  /iar,  forfake  your  lying,  and  come  to  Chrift. 
Thouffb  diis  fin  be  common,  yet.confideritismoft  abo- 
mins^e  in  die  fight  of  God  :  The  devil  is  the  patroa 
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of  this  fin,  and  the  father  of  lian ;  it  was  with  a  lie.be 
ruined  all  mankind..  Ye  (hall  be  as  gods»  faidhe^tp 
our  firft  parents*    There  is  nerer  xlie  tfaoumakeft^  bint 
the  devil  is  at  thine  car,  and  whifperi  it  to  thee.    Ae- 
men^ber  what  God  did  to  Ananias  and  Sapphira  for  If- 
ing,  A£ts  V.  he  ftruck  them  dead  with  a  lie  in  their 
mouth ;  and  it  will  be  a  wonder  of  his  patience,  if  ^he 
do  not  io  to  thee.     Do  you  know,  O  liars,,  whofi:  dut 
dren  you  are  ?  Not  God's  children,  for  tbej  are  chil- 
dren that  will  not  lie ;  and  therefore  you  muft  be  iatan's 
children,  for  he  is  a  liar  from  the  beginning,  and  the 
father  of  liars.     Knoweft  thou,  O  liar,  whither,  thoo 
art  going  ?  Even  to  thy  fathers.    Should  not  cbiUten 
be  with  their  father  ?  You  cannot  look  upward,  and 
fay.  Our  father  which  art  in  heaven  :  but  thou  majreft 
look  downward  and  fay,  Our  father  which  art  in  hell; 
and  there  it  is  (if  thou  repent  not)  that  thy  tongue ihaU 
be  tormented  in  flames  for  ever.     Tremble  at  this,  0 
liar,  and  be  aflured  it  is  no  lie  that  I  tell  you :  '*  Turn 
ye,  turn  ye ;  for  why  will  ye  die  ?" 

Moreover,  O  drunkard^  turn  from  your  drunkemicfif 
and  come  to  Chrift*  While  you  live  in  this  fin,  you 
lye  under  many  woes  and  curfes,  Ifa.  v.  ii.  I2.  !&• 
xxviii.  2.  I  Cor.  vi.  lo.  God's  curfes  are  not  ligktf 
therefore  make  not  light  of  them  :  For,^  if  ye  do,  0 
drunkard,  remember  what  is  abiding  you  hereafter,  e« 
ven  a  cup  of  red  vengeance,  filled  up  with  the  dregs  of 
God's  wrath,  which  (hall  be  poured  (iown  your  throat 
for  ever ;  and  yet  you  ftiall  eternally  cry  out,  /  /AirA 
I  thirji  i  and  for  all  the  drink  you  have  had  on  cartbi 
you  cannot  get  there  a  drop  of  cold  water  to  cool  your 
tongue. 

In  the  next  place,  O  covetous  man,  cheater  and  it' 
frauder,  turn  from  your  covetoufnefs,,  your  irjufiicCy 
and  unrighteous  gain,  and  come  to  Chrif);.  If  you  do 
not,  you  (hall  pay  dear  for  all  your  unjuft  gain. in  ano- 
ther world  ;  *'  God  is  the  avenger  of  all  fuch  as  yott 
defraud,"  i  Theff.  iv.  6.  You  think  yourfelf  very  cun- 
ning, when  you  can  cheat  your  neighbour  of  a  little  mo- 
ntfy ;  but,  know  you  not,  that  the  devil  in  the  mean* 
time,  is  more  cunning  in  cheating  you  of  your  precious 
foul,  which  is  infinitely  more  valuable  ? 
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*  O  Sahbdithhreakery  feciirc  and  prayerlefs  finner,  turn 
^om  ydtir  (ins  unto  God  and  holinefs ;  flee  to  Chrifl: 
ftjr  (helter  from  them,  and  the  wrath  due  to  them ; 
nghteoufnefs  and  redemption  are  only  to  be  found  in 
Kim.  Would  you  not  coixnt  him  mad,  who  being  con-» 
JLttaniA  to  a  cruel  death  for  bafe  crimes,  and  mi^ht  e- 
icape  it  if  he  would  accept  of  a  p;irdon  ready  provided 
for  hhn,  ^nd  leave  off  fuch  vile  afts  for  the  future,  would 
yet  obftinately  refufe  to  do  it  ?  And,  are  not  you  yet 
xtiadder,  that  flight  your  Saviour,  and  hug  your  lulls, 
when  your  danger  is  a  titoufand  times-  greater  !  What 
inadnefs  is  it  to  diflionour  God,  and  damn  your  foul, 
to  gratify  the  devil,  or  pleafe  a  vile  carcafe,  that  (hortly 
will  be  fo  lothfome,  that  men  cannot  endure  it  above 
ground  ? 

O  (inner,  I  befeech  you,  in  the  name  of  the  great  and 
glorious  Jehovah,  and  in  the  name  of  our  glorious  Re- 
deemer, be  reconciled  to  God,  accept  of  a  pardon  through 
Chrifli's  blood,  and  engage  to  quit  thefe  fins  that  would 
4eftrpy  you  Will  you  pleafe  God,  and  (hew  kindncfs 
to  your  poor  foul  by  doing  it  ?  However  much  you  have 
abufed  God's  patience,  trampled  his  love,  flighted  his 
calls,  defpifed  his  threatenings,  and  undervalued  his  pro- 
mifes ;  yet  he  is  ftill  ftsnding  and  befeeching  you  to  be 
reconciled  to  him.  O  will  not  all  this  goodnefs  melt 
your  heart,  and  caufeyou,  withEphraim,  Jer.  xxxi.  18. 
to  bemoan  yourfelf,  atid  cry,  *  Turn  thou.me,  O  Lord, 
and  I  (hall  be  turned  ?*'  Without  this  turning,  fee  that 
yon  venture  not  to  this  facred  ordinance  5  let  none  with 
the  running  ulcers  of  fin  upon  them  offer  to  fit  down  at 
this  holy  table,  for  God's  pure  eyes  cannot  look  upon 
them.  And  if  you  would  turn  a* right,  fee  that  ye  turn 
believingly  to  Grod  in  Chrift :  For  there  is  no  accefs.  to 
the  King  of  heaven,  without  bringing  the  Prince  of 
peace,  the  King's  Son,  in  your  arms;  no  atonement 
without  Chrift,  no  acceptance  but  in  the  Beloved. 

Lajily^  If  you  would  turn  to  God  aright,  ye  muft  not 
only  turn  from  fin,  but  alfo  turn  to  tlie  ways  of  holinefa 
and  new  obedience.  It  is  not  enough  to  ceafe  to  do  evil, 
but  you  muft  alfo  learn  to  do  well.  Some  do  part  with 
^eirfins  of  commiflion,but  continue  ftill  in  fins  of  omif- 
3  P  ^  (ioja. 
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fioti ;  they  leaye  their  grofs  out-breatkings,  but  ftiU  ik- 
ffJitCt  commanded  duties.  But  the  tree  i«t  not  Qi^j;a^ 
judged  to  the  fire  that  bears  evil  friut,  but  a^fio^  the  tiee 
that  bears  no  fruic: :  So  that  the  negle^  o£  duty  niH. 
damn  us  as  furely  as  the  commiiEon  of  fia.  Commn* 
nicants  that  God  will  fmile  upon,  are  fiid^  as^  not  qnlf 
forfake  all  known  fiO}  but  do  (inceipply  end^YourthroDgh 
grace,  to  yield  obedience  to  the  whole  rorealcd  ifoU  0^ 
God,  and  in  Chrift's  ftrength  do  fet  about  the  porJEbfOH 
since  of  every  commanded  duty. 

But  as  for  thofe  communicants  that  do  not  ftudyrOevp 
obtdiencc,  and  do  not  make  confcience  o£  perfbrmiig 
every  known  duty,  God  will  fay  to  fuch,  a^  he  faith  ta 
the  wicked,  Pfal.  1.  i6.  17.  *<  What  haft  thou  to  dn^ 
that  thou  (houldft  take  my  covenant  (or  the  fesd  of  mj 
covenant)  in  thy  mouth,  feeing  thou  cafteft  my  words 
behind  thee  ?'*  They  can  expedi  no  conmauiUQii  aa^ 
£rlIow(hip  with  him  at  his  table. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  he  makes  very  gndous  and 
comfortable  promifes  to  thofe  that  ftudy  obedience,  Jer« 
vii.  24.  *'  Obey  my  voice,  and  I  will  be  your  God, and 
you  Hull  be  my  people.**  As  the  prophet  Ifaiah  fpeaks 
CO  the  Jews  of  the  good  things  of  the  land  of  Canaan, 
fo  may  we  fay  to  you  concerning  the  good  things  of  the 
facrament,  Ifa.  i.  16.  *'  If  ye  be  willing  and  obedient, 
vc  Ihall  cat  the  good  of  the  land."  As  the  land  of 
Canaan  produced  very  precious  fruits,  fo  doth  the  Lord's 
fuppcr ;  and  thefe  far  more  excellent  than  thofe.  k  is 
licrc  ihat  the  marrow  and  fatnefs  of  God's  houfe  is  di& 
trihuccvi  to  his  children.  Well,  if  you  be  witline  and 
obcvlicnt,  ye  Ihall  cat  of  the  good  things  of  the  uaa- 
mem. 

l^ut  ice  that  yoo-T  obedience  fprirg  from  right  pnnd- 
p\*,<t  t"u>,w  Wc  Ji:ut  griiiiUstc  to  God,  from  a  ttuc  hatred 
10  15 ;\  a:v;  hi^h  ciU'^xot  holincii,  k  was  an  excellent 
t.a;"i:  ot  vSK,  ?<',-,•  iif'/  %ti:irr  hez\<%  Kjr  h^Jlj  \H 
J  •  .v*.w{  /v  '»»  .V  ..  ;f.j;"  a:.>/  >  Tt  iwrtif^.  The  fpiri- 
s\\>  \\  <\\K\^M\\c^\  '.V;.  vkxh  »«  ia  ur.ipeakab^  defor<- 
•v.»;x  in  Tin.  \thwh  va,:jV:h  hir.i  to  abhor  ::  :  He  fees 
ii*.*N  A  cSamvv.i:  'N:iv.\  ir  i: Panel's  :hii  he  caanc-tbut 

Dl&SCT. 


Direct.  Xin.  Meditate  much  upon  the  Death  and 
Soflcrings  ckf  OUT  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  before  you  ap- 
proach to  hU  Table. 

WQULD  {ou  bave  your  hearts  put  in  a  fuitabic 
CpmiDunlon-fi^me,  then,  re^d  and  think  much  of  the 
Qi^nn^s  o(  Chrift  i  and,  in  a  (pecial  manner,  take  a 
dole  view  of  them  on  the  Saturday's  night  before  the 
GjPflnniUBipn.  Think  01^  them  till  your  hearts  melt,  and 
affe£lio98  warm  *,  yea,  refolve  you  will  not  give  over 
till  then  \  and  beg  God's  bleiEng  on  your  meditation^ 
for  this  end. 

Think  and.  wonder  at  the  greatnefs  of  thehumiliatipn 
of  the  Son  of  God.  Admire  the  low  (loop  and  conde^ 
ij^fipn  of  the  Son  of  Gx>d,  and  the  King  of  glory,  thaC^ 
hi:  (hould  be  content  for  us.  to  become  a  creature,  and, 
i^ch  a  v^^si;a  creatujre  as  ma^ ;  that  he,  who  M^as  equal 
with  God,  fliould  becom<;  iefs  thaa  God,  John  xiv«  28* 
vea,,  Iefs  than  angels,  Heb.  \L  7.  yea,  to  be  deprefledr. 
Dclow  the  ordinary  condition  of  man,  Pfal.  xxii.  6.  ^^  I; 
am  ^,  wprn),['  3cc.  Think  I^ow  he  denuded  himfcif  of  all 
hi#  riches  and  glory  *,  that  though  he  was  the  heir  of  all 
things,  yet,  iFor  our  fakes^  he  became  fo  poor,  that  he 
had  not  a  cradle  of  his  own  to  ly  in  whenborn,  ahoufe 
to  lav  his  head  in  while  he  lived,,  nor  a  grave  to  be  bu« 
ried  m  when  he  died.  He  left  his-  throne  of  ftate,  to, 
lodge  in  the  virgin's  womb  :  He  is  born,  not  in  his, 
mother's  houfe,  bi^t  in  a  common  inn,  and  the  bafeft 
plaice  of  the  inn,  a  (table,  the  inn  being  probably  takea, 
upi  by  per(bns  of  richer  quality :  He  is  cradled  in  a, 
mangerj  IJ^ving  no  better  pUce  allowed  him  on  earth, 
diottgh  thi^  higheft  heavens  were  too  mean  for  him. 

Think  how  he  was  carried  to  a  wildemefs  to  fait  and. 
watch,  and  live  forty  days  among  the  wild  beafts,  hauiu- 
ed  and  tempted  by  the  devil^  and  (adly  buffeted  by  his 
own  flayes  v  and  all  this  for  us. 

Vieijf  him  going  about  qn  foot,  hungry,  thirfty,  and 
weary,  yet  always  doing  good :  And  the.  more  good  he 
4id  to  iouls  and  bodies,  the  more  was  he  hunted  and 

perfecuted^ 
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perf'^cuted,  reproached  and  biafphemed  \  and  all  thisfo' 
our  fakes. 

V*r.w  him  entering  into  the  garden  of  Gethfemane, 
bfgiTiiiing  to  fear,  turn  heavy,  and  cry  out,  My  Jbul  is 
exceeding  fcrrowful  even  unto  death.  What  made  him 
heavy,  but  the  dead  v^cight  of  our  fins,  and  the  curfes 
of  the  law  annexed  to  them  ?  Behold  him  complaining 
to  fiis  poor  difciples,  that  could  make  no  help  to  him; 
neither  they  nor  the  angels  in  heaven  durft  touch  his 
lo'*d,  nor  rafte  his  cup  :  He  could  have  helped  them, 
but  they  could  iiOt  help  him.  Yea,  he  got  not  fo  much 
as  fympathy  from  them  ;  they  fell  aflcep  when  he  was 
at  the  word,  and  left  him  to  tread  out  the  wine  pre& 
alone,  and  all  for  our  fakes. 

View  him  in  his  fearful  agony  and  bloody  fweal^ 
filing  fometimes  oh  his  knees,  and  fometimes  on  his 
face,  praying  once,  praying  again,  and  praying  the  third 
time,  that  the  cup  might  pafs  from  him,  till  he  is  over- 
whelmed and  covered  with  his  own  blood.  Behold  the 
great  drops  of  blood  burfting  through  iahd  (landing  a- 
bove  his  garments,  and  falling  and  lying  upon  the  ground 
round  about  him  \  being  at  this  time  preft  betwixt  the 
xnilftone  of  God's. juilicc  and  our  (ins.  Behold  him 
fweating  without  hcpt,  and  bleeding  without  a  wound ; 
the  fire  and  the  woiind  were  inward,  even  in  his  foul. 
How  freely  didthe  fountain  of  his  precious  blood  open 
and  run  to  wafli  us  ?  Every  vein  and  pore  pours  out  a 
A  ream,  not  waiting  for  the  tormentors,  and  all  for  our 
fakes. 

Behold  him  betrayed  and  io\Afor  thirty  pieces  of filver^ 
taken  and  bound  with  cords  like  a  thiet ;  yea,  bound 
f ift,  as  Judas  bade,  and  fo  faft  (as  fome  fay)  that  the 
blood  did  burft  out  of  his  tender  hands.  Can  your 
hearts  or  eyes  hold,  to  fee  thofe  hands,  that  made 
heaven  and  earth,  wrung  together  and  bruifed  with 
hard  cords  :  To  fee  him  bound  that  came  to  fet  the 
prifoners  free,  and  loofe  us  who  were  Satan's  bond- 
ilaves !  Bleft  Jefus,  had  not  the  cords  of  thy  own  love 
tyed  thee  fafter  than  the  cords  of  thy  enemies,  though 
had  been  the  ftrongeft  cabels  or  \jon  chains^  they 

could 


tyed  1 
they! 
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could  not  have  held  thee :   But  thou  waft  a  ^willing 
^prifoner  for  our  fakes. 

Behold  him  ftruck  upon  the  face»  fpit  upon,  buffist- 
<^d^  blindfolded,  mocked,  and  cruelly  affronted  by  nfde 
foldiers,  a  whole  night :  Though  he  could  have  breath* 
ed  them  into  hell,  yet  he  meekly  holds  his  peace,  and 
patiently  fuffers  all  for  our  fakes. 

'  Behold  his  lovely  countenance  all  disfigured  by  their 
plucking  the  hair  from  his  cheeks  with  pincers,  Ifa.  L 
6.  The  fweeteft  face  that  ever  the  fun  faw  was  all  be- 
fmeared  with  *'  blood  and  fpitting,  yet  he  hid  not  his 
face  from  (hame.'' 

Behold  him  led  up  and  down  from  place  to  place, 
with  a  ridiculous  garb  put  upon  him^  and  yet  never. re« 
fifts :  He  is  abufed  and  difgraced  j  a  BarMas^  2.  mur- 
derer, the  vileft  malefa£tor  in  all  Jerufalem,  is  preferred 
before  him  ;  and  yet  he  complains  not.  View  him  as 
he  was  ufed  by  his  own  family,  his  chofen  difcipletfj 
one  of  them  betrays  him,  another  of  them  denies  him, 
'  and  all  the  reft  forfake  him,  and  leave  him  alone  among 
his  bloody  enemies  hands. 

Behold  him,  that  c/othes  the  lilies  of  ihtJUId^  ftripped 
naked  :  Behold  him  fcourged  back  and  fide ;  yea  fcourg* 
cd  above  meafure.  (Pilate  thinking  thereby  to  fave  his 
life)  till  all  the  pavement  of  Pilate's  judgment-hall  about 
him  is  bedewed  with  his  pVecious  blood :  Tet  be  wil^ 
lifigly  gave  his  back  to  thefmiUrs^  that  we  might  be  freed 
£rom  the.everlafting  lafhes  of  God's  wrath  in  hell. 

Behold  him  with  a  platted  crown  of  thorns  upon  his 
head,  with  the  (harp  points  turned  inward,  and  driven 
into  his  head,  till  they  pierced  his  head  and  ikuU  in  an 
hundred  places  \  and  fo  he  is  content  to  be  as  the  ram 
caught  in  the  thickets,  to  be  facrificed  in  our  room* 
Behold  a  new  (hower  of  blood  running  down  his  neck 
and  whole  body :  Oh  !  it  was  my  fins  that  platted  the 
thorns,  and  they  were  the  reeds  that  drave  them  in. 

Behold  him,  after  all  th^fe  fufferings,  put  to  bear  his 

heavy  crofs,  upon  his  fore  and  bkedmg  (boulders ;  with 

what  patience  and  humility  did  he  bear  the  Uw  curie  d 

.tree  that  was  weighed  down  with  our  fins,  and  the  |aw^s 

curfes  faftened  to  it  -^  Yeai  he  bears  without  coaipiaint 

till 
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till  his  ftrength  is  faint,  lie  id  bttathlrfsi  ted  ifedy  ttf 
faint  under  the  burdeni  till  another  muft  helb.  ItM, 
not  the  ctofs  that  made  him  faint;  hfe  liM  A  |H»ker 
burden  to  bear  than  ten  thoufand  wbf-ldsi  <SVta  ulfe  ife 
finite  ^rath  of  God  due  to  our  fins. 

Behold  him  ftMcfafcd  otit  naked|  attd  laid  \x^  IK 
ground,  that  thejr  might  take  the  theafurj^  6f  hti  bodf 
and  the  holes  for  the  nails :  yea,  they  make  theiii  longat 
than  they  need^  that  they  might  both  chicif^  aiid  imk 
him  at  once.  Bt'hold  the  four  lari^e  hails  drivim  iir 
through  the'moft  finewy  and  fenflble  partft  6f  his  todfi 
and  the  crofs  lift  up  with  the  Lord  of  gk>ry  nail^  toit: 
and,  tx^en  it  fell  into  the  bole  digged  for  tl^fbot  olit, 
how  did  the  fall  fend  and  tear  his  wholi^  Bbd^  1  Hii 
own  weight  was  his  torture ;  and  die  Ibhgisr  he  lmd| 
his  wounds  grew  the  wider.  His  handd  a<id  jEfcel  M 
fixed,  he  cannot  tutn  any  way  for  eafe :  The  Mood 
ftreamed  down  for  feveral  hoars,  till  he  eipited  Uiidft^ 
thefe  tortures. 

Behold  him  hanging  on  a  crofs  htwixi  heawh  afii, 
earthy  as  if  he  had  been  unworthy  of  a  place  in  either  of 
them  :  Betnmxt  iivs  thieves,  as  if  he  had  b^n  the  gr6at- 
cft  malefactor  of  the  three.  His  fufferings  were  uni- 
terfal,  and  did  extend  brer  all  the  parts  arid  powers  of 
his  foul  and  body ;  no  part  fr^e  but  his  tongu6,  which 
was  at  liberty  to  pr»y  for  his  enemies.  He  fufiered  in 
all  hk/en/es ;  hkjighi  was  tormented  with  tht  fcbrnful 
geftures  of  thofe  that  pafled  by,  wagging  their  heads ; 
his  hearing  with  taunts  and  mocks  ;  his  frhiU  with  the 
naufeous  favour  of  dead  mensjkulls  ;  his  iajh  with  gaU 
and  vinegar ;  his  feeling  with  the  nails  and  thorns  that 
pierced  his  head,  hands,  and  feet- 
Behold  him  on  the  crofs,  fufFering  till  his  ({rength  is 
dried  up  like  a  potfherd  ;  his  tongue  cleaves  to  his  jaws^ 
till  he  cries  out,  1  third.  And  no  wonder  he  thirftedl; 
for,  befides  all  the  iefs  of  his  blood,  he  was  fcourged 
with  the  fire  of  God's  wrath.  Yea,  the  ar^o^s  of  the 
Aimightf  were  within  him,  the  poifon  whereof  did  drink 
7i/>  his  spirit. 

Behold  him  at  the  worft,  crying  out  for  relief,  Mj 
God,  my  Godj  why  haji  thou  forsaken  me  ?  But  yet  no  re- 
lief 
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llef  iq^pe«r8»  there  18  none  to  anfwer:  Tea,  his  own 
itm^'bis  own  heaven,  his  own  Father,  his  own  God- 
h^d,  hid  their  faces  and  confolations  from  him.  He 
it  left  alone  m  midft  of  devils  and  enemies  inftUting  o« 
Ter  him ;  He  falls  a  facrifice  to  incenfed  jaftice,  for  our 
Im^ous  guilt  and  provocations. 

'BekoM  the  Son  of  rightedufnefs  under  a  fearful  c- 
dipfe.  For  a  eandje  to  be  put  out  is  no  great  matter^ 
fcti^fbr  the  fuik  to  be  darkened  is  marveilous  and  ftrangew 
'  -  In  the  next  place,  take  a  view  of  his  willingnefs  to 
filibr  all  thde  things  for  us.  He  quickens  Judas  to  de 
his  Wbrk,  and  he  goes  out  to  meet  his  perfecutors,  and 
Boldly  tells  them,  that  he  was  the  man  thejr  fought :  He 
v«4H  not  fuflcr  Peter  or  the  angels  to  do  any  thing  iot, 
ht^  refcuej  beeaufe  of  his  defire  to  drink  the  cup  which 
the  Father  had  given  him,  John  xviii.  n.  And,  God 
knows,  a  full  and  bitter  cup  it  was,  being  all  mingled 
with  guilt,  wrath,  and  curies,  heaped  up  and  running 
Over :  A  cup,  which,  if  men  or  angels  had  tafted,  they 
had  all  ftaggered  and  fallen  back  headlong  into  hell : 
Yet,  how- cheerfully  did  he  drink  it  for  us  ?  He  was  not 
like  jfae  legal  facrifices,  dragged  to  the  altar  (  no,  he 
went  willingly  to  it,  and  tyed  himfeif  with  the  cords  o£ 
l&ve  to  the  homd  of  it. 

O,  what  afie£Hons  (hould  the  confideration  of  thefe 
things  ftir  up  m  the  fouls  of  communicants  !  Are  ye 
going  up  to  mount  Calvary,  to  fee  Chrift  crucified  )  and« 
will  not  ye  think  on  his  fufierings,  and  be  afie£icd  with 
^m,  ere  ye  go  ? 

Tou  may  here,  as  in  a  looking-glafs,  behold  what  you 
deferved  at  the  hands  of  a  juft  Gkxl,  if  Chrift  had  not 
interpofed  for  you-  You  may  fee  the  wondrous  love  of 
Chrift  that  pafi^th  knowledge,  which  ought  to  kindle  a 
flame  of  love  in  your  heaits.  You  may  fee  the  curfed 
nature  and  demerit  of  fin,  that  expofed  Chrift  to  fo  much 
'  femw  and  fuffering.  Can  you  look  on  him  whom  you 
have  thus  pierced,  and  not  mourn  bitterly  for  fin  that 
did  it,  and  bate  it  as  the  moft  ugly  thing  in  the  world  ? 
Would  not  your  heart  rife  againft  the  manj  yea,  againft 
the  knife  that  killed  your  father,  brother,  hufband,  or 
friend ;  and,  will  not  your  hearts  rife  againft  fiU}  that 

Vol.  I.  3  0^  has 
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has  kiUcd  him  that  is  inftead  of  all  ichtiooi,  euul  flicNiU 
be  fai  dearer  to  us  than  a  thouiaiid  fathers  qk  bcodien f 
Can  we  look  on  Chrift*s  fufirringSf  and  not  make  ib- 
lemn  vows  again  ft  fin,  and  part  with  Ifiog,  fwcaria^ 
fabbath'breaking,  &c.  that  crucified  htm  I .  When  fie 
king  of  Koab  was  prefled  hard  by  Ifrael,  he  took  lus 
eldeft  ion  that  (bould  have  reigned  in  his  ftead,  and 
pflFered  him  up  for  a  burnt  facrifice  upon  the  walls,  a 
Kings  ill.  ^7.  whereupon  they  raifed  the  fi^ej  and  went 
home.  Well,  the  great  God  hath  taken  his  only  SoD| 
facrificed  him  to  juftice,  that  we  might  thereby  be  pa* 
fuaded  to  leave  off  fighting  againft  heaven. 

O,  let  this  ftrange  a£i»  which  is  both  an  o/Et  of  juftics 
and  goodnefs,  fo  over- awe  your  hearts  with  fear»  and 
overcome  them  with  love,  that  you  may  leave  off  to  of* 
fend  God  any  more. 


Direct.  XIV.  Be  frequent  and  fervent  ia  Prayer,  he-, 
fore  you  Approach  to  the  Lord's  Table. 

THEY  that  forget  God  in  their  clofets  and  families^ 
are  not  fit  to  come  and  remember  him  at  his  table ; 
therefore  let  no  prayerlcfs  foul  venture  thither.  You 
ought  to  double  your  prayers  and  mefiages  to  heaven 
that  week,  and  especially  that  night  before  you  approach 
to  tliis  ordinance  ;  if  ever  you  prayed  and  wreftled  with 
God,  now  (hould  be  the  time  of  it.  As  the  heathen 
(hip-mafter  faid  to  Jonah,  fo  fay  I  to  thee,  O  commu^ 
nicanty  Jonah  i.  6.  **  Arife,  O  fleeper,  and  call  upon 
thy  God,  if  fo  be  that  God  will  think  upon  thee  that 
thou  perifli  not.*'  O  fleep  not  now,  when  you  arc  in 
liazard  of  eating  and  drinking  eternal  damnation  ;  but 
be  praying  when  others  are  fleeping.  This  courfe  will 
furely  redound  to  thy  advantage,  and  be  the  means  of 
procuring  fpecial  bleiTings  to  thy  foul.  When  was  it 
that  God  gave  commiffion  to  open  PauFs  eyes,  and  fill 
him  with  the  Holy  Ghoft,  but  then,  when  he  was  eai^ 
neit  in  prayer  to  God,  Afts  ix.  11.  17.  "  Behold  he 
-prayeth.-^  The  Lord  hath  fent  me  (faid  Ananias)  that 
thou  jnighteft  receive  thy  fight,  and  be  fiUcd  with  the 

Holj' 
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Hdlf  Ghoft.**  So,  if  yod  were  c^rneft  in  prayerbefbre 
the  facrament,  God  would  notice  you  as  he  did  Paul, 
and  giTC  charge  to  this  ordinance  to  be  the  means  of 
enlightening  thy  foul,  and  filling  thee  with  the  Holy 
Ohoft.  It  was  at  the  facramcnt  of  baptifm  that  Chrift's 
,  prayers  opened  heaven,  and  brought  down  the  Holy 
Ghoft  upon  hinri :  So  at  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's 
fapper  the  fervent  prayers  of  a  believing  communicant 
will  open  heaven,  and  bring  down  the  grAcious  influ- 
ences of  the  holy  Spirit  upon  him.  Your  work  at  this 
time- is  very  gieat,  and  much  need  have  you  to  look  to 
God  in  Chriit,  and  plead  with  hirti  for  his  fpccial  nfiift^- 
ance  :  You  have  very  gre^t  encouragement  to  do  it  ; 
ier  God  never  calls  any  to  do  his  work,  but  he  helps 
them  in  it.  It  is  faid,  i  Cbron.  xv.  26.  That  "  God  < 
helped  the  Levites  that  bare  the  ark."  One  would  think 
that  the  work  of  bearing  the  ark,  needed  no  more  help 
iFrom  God  than  the  general  concourfe  of  his  providence  ; 
and  yet  God  helped  them  with  fpecial  afTi (lance.  And 
if  he  helped  the  Levites  to  bear  the  ark,  bccaufe  it  was 
his  work ;  will  he  not  help  us  to  receive  the  facrament, 
which  he  hath  inflituted  for  difplaying  his  glory,  if  we 
fincerely  feefc  his  help  ?  You  have  many  errands  at  thi« 
time  to  the  throne  of  grace,  for  you  have  many  things 
to  pray  for. 

I.  You  ought  in  general  to  pray  for  preparation  for 
this  folemn  fcaft  :  "  For  the  preparation  of  the  heart 
In  man  is  from  the  Lord,'*  Prov.  xvi.  i.  Lay  out  thq 
cafe  of  your  heart  and  foul  before  the  Lord,  and  fay» 
**  Lord,  thou  caHcft  me  to  a  very  folemn  ordinance  ; 
and,  who  is  fufficient  for  thofe  things  ?  I  have  neither 
a  meet  facrifice  to  offer,  nor  a  meet  temple  to  receive 
thee  in.  I  know  not  how  to  pray,  or  to  prepare  my-i' 
fclf  5  how  to  receive  Chrift,  or  behave  myfelf  at  his 
table*  Behold  the  bridegroom  comcth,  but  I  am  not 
ready  j  I  want  the  wedding-garment :  Oh,  what  ftjall 
I  do  for  clothing  to  my  naked  foul  ?  My  beloved  hath 
(poke,  faying.  Rife  up,  my  love,  my  fair  one,  and  con^e 
avi^y.  1  have  heard  his  voice  ;  but  Oh,  I  am  not  (lir- 
ring  for  it :  My  heart  faith,  Tet  a  little  Jleep^  yet  a  little 
fiumhcr.  Lord,  awake  my  heart,  ftir  up  my  graces, 
3  9^2  '        aM 
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and  prepare  me  for  a  meeting  with  my  Sayioiir.  LatA^ 
thou  art  the  giver  of  grace  as  well  as  of  gkny,  thoii 
muft  give  the  frame  as  well  as  the  feaft ;  mt  urithoot 
thee  we  have  nothing,  we  can  do  nothing ;  thou  pie- 
pareft  a  table  for  me  in  this  wildemefs ;  but,  {hall  the 
time  of  receiving  come  before  thou  comeft  into  my  ibol 
to  ftir  up  thy  graces  in  me  ?  What  commerce  can  a  detd 
heart  have  with  a  living  God  ?  Lord,  thou  knoweft  my 
fins,  and  the  unpreparednefs  of  my  heart ;  andf  if  tboo 
wilt  mark  iniquity,  O  Lord,  who  (halt  ftand  i  Mj  vt« 
ry  preparations  and  bed  performances  carry  in  them 
matter  of  indiAment  againft  my  fouL  But,  Lord, 
though  my  Gns  be  many  and  great,  yet  doth  not  the 
bfood  of  Chrift  cry  louder  for  pardon  than  my  fins  do 
for  punifhment  ?  O  that  the  cry  of  that  Uood  may 
wholly  drown  the  ay  of  my  fins  at  this  time,  and  an- 
fwer  for  the  defers  of  my  preparation.  Oh,  let  not 
my  foul,  whofe  only  hope  is  to  be  fave4  by  Chriffs 
blood,  be  fent  away  from  his  table  with  the  guiltj  iiw 
ilead  of  the  comfort  of  that  blood  upon  nie. 

2,  And,  more  particularly,  you  ought  to  pray  for  fav« 
ing  knowledge  :  Say,  ^'  Lord,  I  am  naturally  alienated 
and  eftranged  from  thee,  thro'  the  ignorance  that  is  in 
me  ^  O  give  me  underftanding,  that  I  may  know  thee, 
and  the  myftery  of  faving  grace.  Haft  thou  not  faid, 
that  the  covenant  thou  wilt  make  with  thy  people  is  this, 
•*  They  (hall  all  know  thee  from  the  leaft  even  to  the 
greateft  ?"  O  give  me  right  up-  takings  of  thy  coTenan t, 
which  is  well  ordered  in  all  things,  and  fure  !  Give 
grace  to  know  the  nature,  neceffity,  ufe,  and  ends  of 
this  ordinance,  which  is  the  compend  and  feal  of  it,  that 
fo  I  may  receive  it  with  underftanding,  and  Rightly  di(- 
cern  the  Lord's  body." 

3.  Pray  for  holy  reverence  and  humility  of  fpirit. 
•*  Lord,  affcct  my  heart  with  aweful  rcTcrence  of  the 
greatnefs  and  holinefs  of  thy  majefty,  to  whom  I  am  to 
make  fo  near  an  approach,  and  with  whom  I  am  to  r«new 
covenant.  Oh,  how  durft  I,  who  am,  finful  duft  and 
aflies,  prefume  to  come  fo  near  thee,  unlefs  thou  hadft 
invited  and  commanded  me  ?  O  for  deep  felf-abafemcnt 
and  humility  cf  foul  when  I  go  to  receive  the  unfpcak- 

ablc 
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able  gift  of  God  !  O  what  a  wonderful  gift  is  Jefus 
vbrtft  to  fuch  an  unworthy  and  ilUdeferving  creature 
as  I  am  !  Lord,  give  me  grace  whereby  I  may  ferve 
thee  acceptably,  with  reverence  and  godly  fear. 
.  4«  Pray  for  godly  forrow  and  contrition  for  fin. 
**  Lord,  take  away  my  heart  of.  ftpne,  and  give  me^ 
heart  of  fleQi»  that  I  may  lothe  myfelf  in  my  own  fight 
JForailmy  iniquities  and  abominations.  May  I  abhor  them 
2»s  the  fcourgesi  thorns,  nails,  and  fpear,  that  i&i^ed  my 
liord  and  Saviour :  And  may  I  be  weary  and  heavy  la« 
den  with  the  burden  of  my  fins,  fo  that  Chrift  may  give 
^  me  reft*  Lord,  help  me  fo  to  accufe  myfeif,  that  thou 
Diayeft  acquit  me;  fo  to  judge  and  condemn  myfelf, 
that  thou  mayeft  abfolve  me  -,  and  fo  to  exercife  a  holy 
irevenge  upon  myfelf,  that  thou  mayeft  fpare  me*  The 
days  of  mourning  for  my  Redeemer's  death  are  at  hand; 
O  that  then  I  may  flay  my  moft  beloved  lufts,  and  be 
revenged  on  them  for  it,  and  for  their  endeavours  to  rob 
me  of  my  fpirituat  birthright,  my  eternal  blefiednefs ! 

0  that  I  may  come  to  thy  table,  and  receive  a  bleeding 
Saviour  with  a  broken  heart." 

5,  Pray  for  faith,  both  for  the  being  and^he  increafe"^ 
of  faith.  **  Lord,  faith  is  thy  own  gift,  as  well  as  Chrift  ; 

1  believe.  Lord,  help  my  unbelief.  O  for  faith's  eye  to 
look  upon  Chrift,  faith's  wings  <o  flee  to  Chrift,  faith's 
arms  to  embrace  Chrift,  faith's  mouth  to  feed  on  Chrift, 
faith's  hand  to  apply  Chrift  !  When  I  fee  the  bread  and 
wine  on  the  table,  O  let  me  fee  a  bleeding  crucified  Je- 
fus.  Let  me  not  only  eat  the  bread  of  the  Lord,  but 
the  bread  which  is  the  Lord.  May  this  ordinance  be  a 
lively  refemblance,  remembrance,  and  application  of 
Chrift's  fufferings  to  me  ;  and  may  I  be  helped  fo  to  put 
my  finger  into  the  print  of  the  nails,  and  my  hand  into 
his  fide,  that  I  may  be  perfuaded  of  his  fuffcring  and  dy- 
ing for  me ;  and  may  I  "  not  be  faithlefs  but  believing,*' 
and  njay  fay  with  Thomas,  '*  My  Lord  and  my  God  j'* 

.  and  with  Paul,  **  He  loved  me, and  gave  himfelf  for  me  ;'* 

'  j^nd  with  the  fpouie,  **  My  beloved  is  mine,  ^nd  I  am 

his-'*     O  that  I  may  fo  touch  him,  that  I  may  feel 

ftrength,  peace,  and  virtue  come  from  him,  and  be  heal* 

^d  of  ^1  my  plagues  and  uncleannefles  !   Let  me  fo  by 

faith 
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faith  feed  on  his  l^cfied  body>  and  bathe  my  foul  in  his 
precious  blood,  that  I  may  be  filled  with  peace  and  joy 
m  bclieTing ;  yea,  "  my  foul  may  magnify  the  Lord, 
and  fry  f;  irit  rejoice  in  God  my  Saviour.** 

6  Pray  for  love  to  God  and  Chrift.  "  Lord,  rircum- 
cifc  my  heart  to  love  the  Lord  with  all  my  foul,  with  all 
my  ftrengtb.  Ijor^^Jhed  abroad  thy  love  in  my  cold  and 
frozen  heart,  and  inf);ime  it  with  fervent  afie£lion  and 
dcfircs  towards  thee,  that  I  n.ay  be  adifciple  whomje- 
fus  loveth,  and  that  le.  nb  on  his  bread.  O  that  **  Chrift 
**  may  dwell  in  my  heart  by  faith,  and  that,  being  root- 
ed ?nd  jrrounded  in  love,  I  may  be  able  to  comprehend 
with  all  fainis,  what  is  the  breadth  and  len^h,  the  depth 
and  lieighih:  and  to  know  the  love  of  Chrift,  which  pafr 
tth  knowledge.'*  O  that  the  remembrance  of  Chrill's 
love  may  tranfport  me  with  love,  captivate  my  will,  and 
engaj^e  all  my  affections  to  him.  Lord,  tbo*  I  cannot 
fay,  /  atnjick  of  hve  to  thee,  yet  I  de£re  to  be  fick  that 
1  cannot  love  thee  more-  O  for  grace  that  I  may  be 
numbered  among  them  that  hve  the  Lord  Jefiu  ChnJI 

7.  Pray  for  love  to  ail  the  people  of  God.  **  Lord, 
m;.ke  all  thofe  lovely  in  mine  eyes,  to  whom  Chrift  is 
precious  :  That  I  may  ^*  know  1  am  paiTed  from  death 
to  life,  bccaufe  I  love  the  brethren."  O  for  a  warm 
lovtr  to  ail  thofe  who  are  Chrift's  friends,  00  whom  he 
hath  fct  his  heart,  and  to  whom  he  hath  given  his  Spi- 
rit ;  that  fo  my  he.iver'y  Father  may  lock  down  upon 
his  children,  feafting  together  in  mutual  love  and  de^ 
h}:ht,  in  remembrance  of  that  great  love  which  he  hath 
ahi.uW  tbewn  to  us«  and  with  joyful  expectations  of 
t!wrc  great  thirds  he  hath  further  promifed  to  us. 
Ai\U  ij^rd,  feeing  thou  haft  fo  loved  me,  let  me  be 
yci  tVcV.T  rccor.cikd  to  tfery  man,  that  I  may  "  love 
rr.T  vrrv  t:':cav.t$»  and  do  ^ocd  to  them  that  hate  nac.* 
Mav  c\vr;y  ipirk  of  -ngn^,  aulice,  and  cavy,  be  utterly 
i  \;;i\c«ntcv<  in  nic.^ 

$.  IViv  tor  new  cbedlrr.ce.  "  Lord,  £nce  thougiveft 
:*  >  V.^-jiv^iry  iViv:  cr>  :o  :hy  diiciples,  O  make  me 
or.'  V*:  ;hr:rt*  ini  I^t  ir.e  ittiia  iis  miii  ci  a  difci;^, 
cV..*..rcc  ^^  rt^  ::ut:cy.     Lcro,  I  cuncc  c*:  ihe  pafr 

over 
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met  and'ftay  in  Egypt  ftill,  in  the  fervice  of  Satan, 
and  in  bcmdage  to  my  lufts  :  O  bring  my  foul  out  ^f  pri^ 
Jhn^  and  kt  £e  cat  the  paflbvcr  with  my  loins  girt,  and 
•ready  to  march  towards  the  promifed  land.  O  help  me 
towfi  my  hands  in  innocence^  thaifo  I  may  tncompafs  thy 
4iltar.  O  make  me  nuiUtng  and  obedient ^  that  I  may  kat 
ibe  good  of  this  ordinance*  And  may  the  love  of  Cbrifi 
'^eftrain  me  to  z  courfe  of  finccre  univerfal  obedi- 
ence, that  I  may  run  in  the  wiys  of^  thy  command' 
mentj.  Seeing  Chrift  offers  himfelf  to  me,  by  way  of 
furrender,  to  receive  him  as  a  Saviour,  and  fubmit  to 
him  as  a  prince.  And,  on  that  folemn  fead  of  dedii- 
cation,'  let  me  come  and  dedicate  myfelf  to  thee,  fet 
myfelf  apart  for  thee,  that  all  my  days  I  may  liye  to  thy 
ptaifc/' 

,  9.  Pray  for  heart-purity,  fixednefs  and  fpirituality^ 
that  you  may  be  fit  to  entertain  converfe  with  a  holj 
God.  *^  Lord,  help  me  to  lay  afide  and  leave  behind 
me  all' vain,  earthly  and  unfeafonable  thoughts  and  >- 
inaginations,  that  I  may  attend  ypon  thee  without  di£- 
.tra^ion.  O  let  not  worldly  or  wandering  thoughts 
come  in,  to  ftir  up  or  difturb  the  beloved  of  my  foui  • 
Let  them  not  come  near,  or  difpleafe  him :  Nor  caH 
■me  away  from  entertaining  and  enjoying  of  hinu  Loni, 
bid  them  be  gone.  Alas  !  my  heart  is  naturally  in 
great  diforder,  and  wholly  indifpofed  for  fuch  folemn 
and.  fpiritual  work  :  But,  O  thou  who  calkft  me  to  it, 
do  thou  difpofe  my  heart  for  it." 

10.  Pray  for  fpiri'tual  hunger  and  third.  Lord,  thojt 
eirt  ready  to  give  bread  to  the  hungry y  and  the  nuater  ef 
lif&  to  him  that  is  a  thirji  :  But  both  the  appetite  and  the 
foody  tife  feehng  of  want  and  the  relief  are  from  sbee. 
Q  for  enlarged  affeftions  and  defires  after  this  ordinance 
InfWerable  to  my  need  of  it.  Lord,  create  and  ftir  up 
in  me  earned)  longings  and  a  fpiritual  appetite  after 
this  heavenly  food  ;  that  fo  with  defire  I  may  defire  to 
cat  this  paflbvcr.  "  As  the  hart  panteth  -dfter  the 
.water-brooks,  io  let  me  pant  after  thee,  O  God.  Lord, 
enlarge  my  heart,  and  open  my  mouth  wide,  that  thoa 
mayeftfillit."' 

IN 
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1 1.  Ptay  for  fpiritual  thankfulndf,  and  hxAj  joy^  it 
partaking  of  thi»  fcaft.  <<  O  make  me  to  rdiAt  this  ht^ 
vcnly  foody  and  receiTe  tt  witli  a  thankful  heait.  Let 
mc  not  iit  fad  and  dqc£icd)  as  if  I  Hkcd  not  the  proffi> 
fion,  or  thougbt  myieif  not  welcome  i  But  lake  me  in- 
fo the  barquetiner  houfe*  and  let  mj  faol  be  CitiafiBd  ai 
with  marrow  and  fatntfs,  that  my  mouA  majr  |«aiCB 
thee  with  joyful  lips.  I  am  to  feed  on  angds  fiood^  0 
let  me  be  employed  in  angela  WMrk»  ptatfi%  Let 
my  foul  rejoice  in  Jcfus  Chrift  as  my  poffdon ;  aa4 
triumph  in  his  mighty  ai£bt  in  his  vi£ioffies  and  p«d' 
chafe.''  1... 

12*  Pray  for  the  afiiftance  of  Go^g  Spirit iailna  wofb' 
'*  Lord»  caft  me  not  away  from  thy  prciiettcci  'tate«Ml 
thy  holy  Spirit  from  Qie  \  for  without  thee  [  hftipillilr 
thmg.  I  can  do  nothing.  Lord»  thou  haib-pitftooiiiMr 
and  declared  thyfelf  more  willing  to  give^  Spirit^ 
themihat  a(k  it,  than  parents  to  give  band  tft^A^ 
children.  Our  love  to  our  children  is  bitt  bstred«tfiil 
compafl&on  hardnefs,  in  compariibn  of  tbiqeto  thy^nk- 
dren <  O do  not  then  deny  me  when  my  need iafegrsali 
Thou  never  faidft  to  any  of  the  feed  of  JaG(4>»  feckyv 
my  face  in  vain.  Lord,  fend  thy  holy  Spirit  Id  breathe 
on  my  dry  bones  and  decayed  graces,  and  lo  be  the  has* 
binger  to  provide  entertainment  for  thy  Son.  in  my  fosd^ 
that  he  may  find  it  fwept  of  all  fin,  sind  gamiQied  with 
all  the  facramental  graccs«  O  for  the  Spirit  of  Godtv 
adorn  my  naked  foul,  and  put  on  me  die  weddiof|«gal^ 
ment,  viz.  the  glorious  outer  garment  of  the  rightcoui^ 
nefs  of  thy  Sod,  and  the  beautiful  inner-garmeni  of  the 
hoHnefs  of  thy  Spirit,  that  fine  linen  of  the  faints^ 
That  all  my  nakedocfs  may  be  covered,  and  my  gnat 
deformities  hid  from  thine  eyes  !" 

13.  Pray  for  the  cure  of  all  thy  difeafes^  at  thia  beat 
ing  ordinance,  ^^  Lord,  ny  plagues  are  great,  ray 
wounds  deep,  and  my  diftempeis  many ;  But  1  haTC 
heard  of  the  balfam  of  the  new  covenant,  my  Redeem- 
rr's  blood,  that  heals  all  difjpafea.  <<  Is  ihexe  no  balm  in 
Gilead  f  Is  there  not  a  phyfidan  ther^  ^  Oh,  then,  let 
not  my  pain  be  perpetual,  nor  my  wounds  incur^rie* 
liord,  I  come  to  thee  to  get  my  dead  UaA  qvigkcned, 
my  Rropg  corruptions  .fubdued^  mj   faint  {mrpofes 
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ftrengthened,  and  my  languifliing  graces  revived.  O 
let  the  author  of  fpiritual  life  uphold  and  prefenre  life 
in  mjr  fouL  Inflame  my  coldnefs  with  the  fire  of  thy 
Iove»  foften  my  hardnefs  with  Ithc  dew  of  thy  grace, 
enli^ten  my  blindnefs  with  a  beam  of  thy  light,  and 
^anoint  my  blind  eyes  with  thv  eye-(alve.  Let  thy  com- 
paiEon  pity  my  vilenefs,  let  thy  mercy  pardon  my  fin- 
fulnefs,  let  thy  wifdom  enlighten  my  darknefs,  and  let 
thy  ftrength  fu(>port  my  weaknefs.  Oh  will  the  head 
let  a  member  perifli  ?  Shall  a  branch  wither  for  want 
of  juice  ?  Thou  art  the  true  vine  :  O  communicate  fap 
and  influence  to  my  languifliing  fouL  Lord,  art  thou 
not  as  willing  to  beftow  the  fruit  of  thy  blood  on  us, 
as  to  flied  it  for  us  ?  Art  thou  not  a  ready  phyfician, 
viiling  to  be  employed  by  difeafed  fouls  ?  Doft  thbu 
'  pot  beftow  thy  cures  without  money,  and  without 
price  ?  Lord,  here  is  work  for  thee,  a  Job  full  of  boils» 
a  Lazarus  overnrun  with  fores,  as  poor  a  patient  as  ever 
CMkie  to  the  phyfician's  door  ;  yet  if  I  could  but  touch 
tte- border  of  thy  garment,  or  get  but  one  word  -fromi 
thee,  1 4hould  be  made  whol.e  :  Ob>  fay  unto  me.  Be  r 
it  unto  tf^  einn  as  thou  wilt** 

14.  Pray  for  a  willing  and  cheerful  heart  in  perform** 
iag  diis  and  aU  other  duties.  **  Oh,  did  my  Saviour  fo 
cinerfully  undertake  to  fufl^er  for  me,  and  fliall  I  be 
iksthful  and  earelefs  in  approaching  to  him  ?  Did  he 
CO  fo  willingly  to  the  crofs  to  die  tor  me,  and  (hall  I  be 
fo  backward  to  go  to  the  communion-table  to  remem- 
lier  his  death  ?  Lord,  make  me  *<  run  in  the  ways,  6f 
Ay  commandments ;  and  let  me  pray,  hear,  and  com- 
-fhtinicate  with  freedom  and  enlargement  of  heart.  O 
tfraw  my  heart  to  thee,  and  let  it  be  carried  on  with 
more  unwcariednefs  and  cbearfulnefs .  in  thy  fervice. 
Send  forth  the  gales  of  thy  Spirit,  that  may  •*  make 
my  ibul  like  the  chariots  01  Amminadib." 

15.  Pray  for  nearnefs  and  communion  with  God  in 
'his  ordinances,  and  efpecially  at  the  communion* table. 
"  Lord,  what  will  a  communion-feaft  avail  me  without 
communion  with  Chrift  in  it.  I  go  not  there  for  bread 
and  wine,  but  to  fee  Jefus.    What  are  the  elements  to 

•  me  without  Chrift's  prefence  ?  Nothing  but  this  can  fa- 
txsfy  me :   Lord^  what  wilt  thou  give  me,  if  I  go  from 
Vol.  L  3  R  ^^ 
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thy  table  Chriftlefs  ?  Shall  I  go  away  empty  from  a  trea^ 
fure,  hungry  from  n  feaft,  dry  from  a  fcttntain,  cold 
from  the  lun,  comfortltfs  frorr  the  comforter  ?  Lord, 
iland  not  at  a  diftar.ce  behind  the  wall ;  (hew  thyfdf 
through  the  lattice  of  thy  ordinance,  and  let  me  fee  the 
goings  of  my  God  and  my  King  in  his  Tanftuary.  Lordj 
do  thou  not  only  (land  and  knock,  but  do  thou  alfo  open 
the  door  of  my  heart ;  vouchfafe  to  come  in  and  abide 
with  me,  yea,  fup  with  me,  and  let  me  fup  with  thee, 
that  I  may  be  abundantly  fatisfied  with  the  fatnefs  of 
thy  houfe,  and  drink  of  the  rivers  of  thy  pleafures.  And 
when  **  the  King  Cttcth  at  his  tabic,  let  m.y  fpikeniaid  fend 
forth  the  fmell  thereof."  Defcend  into  my  heart  by  the 
influences  of  thy  grace,  and  let  me  afcend  to  thee  by  the 
breathings  of  faith,  love,  and  defire.  Lord,  makd'tbis 
feaft.a  type  and  earncft  of  that  eternal  banquet  above; 
and  let  me  enjoy  thy  lightfome  leviving  company  in  the 
(bite  of  my  pilgrimage.  O  let  Chrill  -^pear  and  be 
known  of  me  in  the  breaking  of  bread  :  OJet^feAon  ki& 
me  with  the  kriTes  of  his  mouthy  for  hid  love  is  better 
than  wine." 

Cry  importunately  to  God  at  this  time  ;  fay,  **  I  wiH 
not  let  thee  go  till  thou  blefs  me  :  If  thy  pr^fence  go  not 
with  me,  carry  me  riot  up  hence.  Wilt  thoii  hot  relieve 
an  importunate  beggar,  and  hear  the  cry  of  a  needy  fup« 
plicant  ?  Lord,  open  rivers  in  th«  wildernefs,  and  dreams 
in  the  defert.  Let  Jordan,  at  this  feafon,  overflow  all 
its  banks,  and  let  all  the  dry  roots  of  thy  people  be  wa- 
tered. And,  O  let  me  come  from  thy  table  with  my 
pardon  fealed,  my  corruptions  fubdued,  my  graces 
quickened,  my  faith  ftrengthened,  my  refolutions  con- 
firmed, my  heart  enlarged,  and  my  foul  refrefhed  and 
encouraged  to  run  the  ways  of  thy  commandments,  and 
fo  infeparably  united  unto  thee,  tnat  no  temptation  may 
be  able  to  diflblve  the  union/'  O  for  the  fpirit  of  grace 
and  fupplication  at  fucha  time  !  for  it  is  the  praying 
and  wreftling  foul  that  will  be  the  joyful  and  praifinj 
communicant* 

Direct^ 
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Direct.  XV.  After  you  have  done  your  utmoft  for 
preparing^  yourfelvcs  for  the  Lord's  Table,  fee  that  ye 
lay  no  ftrefs  thereupon,  but  wholly  diftruft  your  own 
Preparations. 

.0  COMMITNICANTS,  when  you  have  made  tho 
greatefl.  preparations  poflible,  by  felf- examination,  re- 
pentance, prayer,  &c.  fay,  after  all,  nve  are  but  uvpro* 
^Jdahle  fervants.     The  greateft  ftrefs  ^nd  difficulty  of  the  . 
^u,CxMriftian  life  lieth  in  this,  to  be  diligent  in  duty,  and 
.,yct  wholly  denied  to  our  duties.     Learn  then' this  great 
^pini  in  Chriftianity,  to  diftruft  all  your  preparations, 
.fjipd  caft  yourfelves  wholly  on  Chrift  for  afTiftance,  as  if 
'X9^'^^^  done  nothing  at  all ;  fayme,  it  is  only  in  the 
^^f^rdthatjhave  righteoufnefs  and  Jlrength,     You  ought- 
^.^-.  do  ^3  Kin;?  A  fa  did,  who,  though  he  had  raifed  a 
^j^odigious  army  of  five  hundred  thoufand,  all  mighty 
.j[P/eQ  of  valpur,  to  fight  againft  the  Ethiopians ;  yet  he 
cried  to  the  Lord,  and  trufted  in  him  for  help,  as  if  he 
"md  been  left  alone  without  one  man  to  fight  for  him  : 
for,  after  all  his  great  preparatioils,  it  is  recorded  of 
iifi?3  %  CKron.  xiv.  8,  1 1,  •'  And  Afa  cried  to  the  Lord 
)is  God,  and  faid.  Lord,  it  is  nothing  with  thee  to  help, 
"Whether  with  m^ny  or  with  them  that  have  no  power, 
f  ,'pclp  us,  O  Lord  our  God  ;  for  we  reft  on  thee,  and  19 
'^Jthy  name  go  out  againft  this  multitude,*'     So  let  every 
Cpnomunicant  fay,  **  Lord,  all  my  ftrength  and  prepa- 
Jjirations  are  nought ;  \  have  no  power  for  celebrating 
[Hiis  feaft.     Help  m?,  O  Lord  my  God  ;  for  I  reft  on 
^^tjiec,  and  in  thy  name  I  go  to  this  great  and  weighty 
^^prdinance."     The  foul  is  never  fo  well  prepared,  as 
^  lyhen  it  is  mbft  fenfible  of  its  own  weaknefs,  and  relics 
^jpn  the  kedeemer's  ftrength  :  "  When  I  am  weak  (fays 
.,t3ic  apoftle)  then  am  I  ftrong."     And  hence, it  is  faid  of 
*thc  ancient  worthies,  Heb.  xi.  **  Out  of  weaknefs,  (/.  e. 
^'felt  and  apprehended)  they  were  niadcftrong.     The 
gaudy  flower,  that  ftands  and  grows  on  its  own  ftalk, 
Joth  quickly  wither  and  decay ;  when  the  plain  ivy, 
that  hangs  and  leans:  on  the  houfe,  is  frefti  and  green  all 
3  R  2  the 
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the  year.    We  oueht  then  to  be  deakd  to^ourfelTest 
And  write  after  David's  copy,  who  looked  to  the  Lord 
both  for  affiftance  and  acceptance  in  tU  bis  duties,  P&i. 
hxi.  i6.  *^  I  will  go  in  the  (tren^th  of  the  Lord^  I  will 
make  mention  of  thy  righteoufnefs,  even  of  thine  only." 
A  man  may  in  words  difclaim  the  opinion  of  merit 
and  worth  in  his  duties  and  preparations,  and  yet,  in 
his  heart  and  fecrct  pra£lice,  put  fome  truft  iflthWn ; 
for  there  are  pra£tical  papifts  as  well  as  practical  a- 
theifts.     Hence  God  warns  us  agaiilft  this  inward  truft 
and  fecret  popery,  Deut.  ix.  4.    "  Say  not,  in  thine 
heart,  this  is  for  my  righteoufiiefs.**    Though  with  ouir 
tongues  we  do  not  plead  for  merit,  yet  there  may  be  a 
faying  it  in  the  heart ;  and  God  doth  Well  underftand 
the  language  of  the  heart.     Let  us  therefore  look  well 
to  our  hearts,  when  we  have  done  our  utmoft  in  duty, 
and  by  way  of  preparation  for  this  ordinance,  that  we 
be  wholly  denied  to  all,  and  cheriih  the  thoughts  of  our 
own  nothingnefs,  according  to  Chriil's  noble  rule,  Lukt 
xvii.  10.  "  When  ye  have  done  all,  fay,  we  are  onpro- 
'fitable  fervants."     David  owns  he  had  nothing  to  plead 
when  he  had  done  all :  For,  fays  he,  "  Of  thine  own, 
Lord,  have  we  given  thee,"  i  Chron.  xxix.  14.     Of 
this  denied  temper  was  Nehemiah  alfo ;  for,  when  he 
had  done  all  for  God  and  his  temple  that  he  could,  hb 
makes  free  grace  his  only  plea  with  God,  Neh.  xiii.  22. 
•^  I  commanded  the  Levites  to  cleanfe  themfelves,**  &c. 
**  Remember  me,  O  my  God,  concerning  this  alfo ; 
and  fpare  me  according  to  the  greatnefs  of  thy  mercy." 
Whatever  good  thfngs  he  had  done,  yet  he  depends  on 
none  of  them,  but  pleads,  "  Spare  me>  according  to  the 
greatnefs  of  diy  mercy."    Hence  alfo  Paul  wholly  dif- 
claimed  his  own  rightcoufnefs,  and  that  not  only  while 
he  was  a  Pharifee,  but  even  when  he  was  a  Chriftian 
and  renewed  man ;  /  account  ail  things  hfs  but  for  Cbrifi. 
O  this  is  a  noble  attainment,  but  not  eafily  come  at.  Mr 
Fox  ufed  to  fay,  '*  He  Was  more  afraid  of  his  grace, 
than  of  his  fins,"  becaufe  he  found  himfelf  in  fuch  dan- 
ger by  them  to  be  puflf*ed  up,  and  tempted  to  felf  con- 
fidence.   Let  us  then  be  denied  to  our  own  attainments 
in  preparation  for  this  folemn  ordinance,  if  we  would 

be 


JStt&.h    ForfffkhdingkComniUmon'S'abbaib.  475 

be  accepted  of  Gdd  :  Far  that  mah  fcomcs  to  God  moft 
^p«t)rthy,  that  comes  tnoft  fenfible  of  his  o^n  unworthi- 
aefs,  So  «)fcuch  for  the  firft  head  of  tKfe  dire£tion$»  how 
to  pr^pfiit  for  a  comtrtuhion-fabbath  before  it  come,  I 
{>roceed  liow  ro  th^  fecond  head>  to  give  dirfeftibns  how 
to  fpend  it,  when  it  doth. 


CHAP.    IL 

Containing  Directions  for  the  right  /pending  a  Commu" 
nion^  Sabbath  when  it  is  come. 

Direction  L 

SEE  that  you  rife  fooner  this  morning  than  ordi- 
>  nary^u  feeing  you  have  extraordinary  work  in 
hand^ :  And|  while  you  are  xifing  and  putting  on  your 
dfKhesy  let  your  minds  be  filled  with  fuitaUe  meditations 
and  ejaculations. 

Think:  what  a  privilege  it  is,  that  **  your  eyes  fee  fuch 
days  pf  the  Son  of  man,  which  many  prophets  and  king« 
dcfired  to.£ee,  and  might  not."  >0  that  1  may  be  thank- 
ful, and  may  not  abufe  my  mercy  I  This  is  a  great 
day  ;  O  that  it  r«jy  be  a  good  day  to  my  foul,  even  a 
day  in  God's  courts,  and  in  god*s  prefence,  that  will  be 
better  and  fweeter  to  me  than  a  thou£tnd  ! 

Again  think,  this  may  be  the  lad  communion  day  that 
ever  i  inay  fee  on  earth :  This  may  be  the  laft  time  that 
I  SkJI  ^'  drink  of  the  fruit  of  the  vine  at  a  communion- 
.^^blc."  It  may  be  the  laft  offer  that  I  Ihall  get  of  the 
3«rater  of  life  \  O  that  I  may  improve  it  well !  Perhaps 
ieverals  who  faw  the  laft  communion  where  I  am  go- 
ing, and  alfo  drank  with  me  of  the  iacramental  cup, 
iiavc  now  a  cup  of  the  red  wine  of  God's  vengeance 
fVLt  into  their  hands,  and  are  eternally  finking  or  fwim- 
-tmtig  in  the  brimlefs  and  bottomlefs  ocean  of  God's 
wrath ;  God  keep  me  from  unworthy  communicating 
this  day,  left  that  be  my  lot  before  the  next  facrament. 
.Jiut,  on  the  other  hand,  it  may  be  there  are  fome  who 

at 
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fat  with  me  at  the  laft  communion-table,  that  arc  nov 
'  (ittinp  at  the  hiehcr  table,  and  are  drinking  it  new  with 
Chrft  in  his  father's  kinfrdom  :  What  a  fwect  (bng 
are  they  prefently  finging  !  "  Unto  him  that  lotcd 
US)  and  waihed  us  from  our  (ins  in  his  own  blood,  atid 
hath  made  us  kings  and  priefts  unto  God  and  his  Fa- 
thcr»  to  him  be  glory  and  dominion  for  ever  and  ever. 
Amen.'*  O  that  I  may  this  day  get  a  fbrctaftc  of  that 
celcftial  fcaft  and  heavenly  joy.  and  fuch  a  feal  of  Chrift's 
love  as  m?^y  fill  my  foul  with  hope  to  be  a  communicant 
,at  the  upper  table,  if  God  (hall  call  me  hence  before 
the  next  communion  !  *'  Lord,  let  me  have  one  good 
day  in  all  my  life- time  i  Shew  me  a  token  for  good  be- 
fore I  die.'' 

Direction  If. 

REl'IRE  prefently,  O  communicant,  for  prayer  and 
meditation,  in  order  to  excite  and  quicken  ^ace  in  thy 
foul ;  and,  in  a  fpecial  manner,  fee  to  get  faith  enlivened*! 
and  love  inflamed.  And,  for  this  end,  1.  Take  a  new 
view  of  Chrift's  fufFc-rings,  and  his  unparalleled  love  ma- 
nifefted  therein  :  "  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God  that  takes 
away  the  fin^  of  the  world.'*  If  you  have  a»c1ear  dif- 
covery  of  his  love  and  fufferings  at  the  tabie^  be  taking 
frequent  views  of  him  before-hand. 

Confit'cr  how  free  and  undeferved  Chrift*8  love  was. 
Behold  the  Son  of  God  intreated  by  no  man,  but  hated 
by  all  men  ;  yet  in  his  love  and  pity  intreats  for  mafi, 
yea,  fufPjrs  and-  dies  for  him,  even  then  wlien  he  was  a 
(inner  and  an  ene<vy  to  him.  Behold  him  fufferingfor 
lin,  thr»t  never  finned  :  Yea,  behold  him  made  ••  fm 
for  thee,  who  h?.d  no  fin :  that  thou,  who  hadft  no 
r.ghteoutnef?,  might  be  m:»de  the  righteoufncfs  of  God 
in  h-.m.'*  View  his  love  with  wonder,  that  made  him 
rake  c*n  the  hea\*y  burden  of  your  iniquities,  and  bdlff  it, 
till  he  fwAte,  bScd.  crcaned,  and  cried  under  the  weight. 
Ikl^cM  hirr*  ftT\:c.H:i:^,  praying,  and  falling  to  the 
ground,  tii!  he  is  ii!  co\"ered  with  his  own  blood  :  Fix 
the  eye  <-*:  faith  up.'^n  him,  till  ih:ne  eye  nS^St  thiac 
heart!    T«ke  a  view  cf  his  tears  and  Uoody  fweat,  his 
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.  pierced  hands  and  wounded  feet,  his  fcourged  back  and 

epen  .fide,  his  ilreaming  heart  and  yearning  bowels  to 

poor  finners  :  This  is  he,  O  finner  !  that  would  rather 

'  dier  ths^Q  thou  fhouldft  die,  who  chofe  thy  life  before  his 

own^and  now  pleads  his  blood  b^ore  his  Father. 

Behold  and  wonder  at  his  love,  that  made  him  tread 
Ac  wioe-prefs  alone  for  us,  and  drink  the  cup  of  the 
ijed-wine  of  the  wrath  of  God  ;  a  cup  whereinto  all 
our  vile  and  deadly  (ins. were  grated,  a  cup  that  no  angel 
durft  tiftei  yea,  the  tafting  of  it  made  Chrift's  heart  to 
melt  like  wax  in  the  midtl  of  his  bowels,  Pfal  xxii.  14. 
which  was  a  greater  matter  than  if  the  whole  world  had 
itoelted  to  nothing :  Yet  he  drank  it  off,  with  the  bitter* 
eft  dregs  of  it,  and  left  not  fo  much  as  one  drop  of  it 
for  us.  Behold  him  taking  his  moft  precious  heart's 
bloody  to  quench  hell's  flames  that  were  ready  to  break 
out  on  us  1  Was  there  ever  love  like  this  ? 

This  love  js  unfearchably  great :  You  may  fooner  find 
but  the  height  of  heaven,  the  breadth  of  the  earth  or 
die  depth  of  the  fea,  than  meafure  Ciirift's  love  ;  for  k 
paiTeth  knowledge,  Eph.  iii.  ^^  It  is  an  unfathomable 
ocean,  that  hath  neither  bank  nor  bottom.  O  whither 
did  his  love  carry  him  ?  .Even  from  heaven  to  earth, 
from  the  throne  to  the  manger,  from  the  manger  to  the* 
crofs,  from  the  crofs  to  the  grave  j  yea,  from  the  glory 
of  heaven  to  the  torments  of  hell,  and  all  this  for  pooK 
creatures,  that  were  dcfpicable  as  worms,  defi.led  as  le-  * 
pers,  deformed  as  monfters,  black  as  Ethiopians,  yea  as 
black  and  ugly  as  hell  could  make  us.  Worfe  are  we 
than  devils,  if  we  are  not  afFecled  with  this  love,  that 
made  the  glorious  Son  of  God  leave  the  heaven  of  his 
Father's  prefence,  and  wade  through  hell  for  dregs  o£ 
the  creation.  Did  Chrift  fee  any  thing  in  us  to  make 
him  love  us  ?  No,  he  faw  much  to  lothe  us,  but  noth- . 
iDg.to  love  us:  Yet  the 'time  when  wewcre  moftloth- 
iiHBO  was  Ghrift's  time  of  love,  Ezek.  xvi.  We  were 
.  lying  polluted  in  our  blood,  and  all  fpread  over  with 
funning  ulcers  aud  putrifying  fores>  when  Chriil  loved 
us*  Our  fouls  were  as  unlovely  as  Lazarus's  body, 
whpfe  fores  the^dogs  licked  5  or  Job's  body,  when  ie 
vas  full  of  boils,  and  fat  in  the  aihes^  and  (craped  hirv« 
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felf  with  a  potfberd :  Yet  all  this  could  not  cool  his  af- 
feftion  to  us.  The  inftanccs  of  Chrift's  Jove  are  in«- 
prcffiblc,  both  in  their  nature  and  number.  Wonder 
at  his  condefcendency,  in  becoming  not  onlj  a  creatnifi 
but  fuch  a  mean  creature  as  man,  for  us  ;  yea,  not  on* 
ly  a  man,  but  in  taking  on  him  the  formi  of  a  ier- 
vant  for  us,  and  being  willing  not  only  to  lie  in 
a  manger,  but  in  a  cold  grave  for  us.  Wonder  that 
the  glorious  Redeemer  of  Ifrael  (hould  be  content  to 
he  bom  as  a  beggar,  live  as  a  fervant,  and  die  ai 
a  flave  for  us.  Wonder  that  he,  who  is  infinitely  potc, 
ihould  be  willing,  not  only  to  be  numbered  among  fin« 
ners,  and  to  bear  our  (ins,  but  alfo  to  be  made  fin^  and 
likewife  a  curfe  for  us.  Was  it  not  for .  you  and  yoor 
advants^e  he  did  ^U  this  ?  and,  will  you  not  admire 
and  love  him  ?  He  was  content  to  endure  the  poverty 
of  the  world,  that  you  might  enjoy  the  riches  of  hea- 
ven :  He  lived  in  the  form  of  a  fervant,  that  you  might 
have  the  adoption  of  fons :  He  humbled  himtelf  to  live 
with  men,  that  he  might  exajt  you  to  live  with  God  : 
He  bowed  his  foul  to  death,  that  he  might  raife  you  to 
eternal  life  :  He  was  (hut  up  forty  days  with  the  devil, 
that  you  might  not  be  (hut  up  with  him  for  ever :  He 
w  »8  hungry,  that  you  might  be  fed  :  He  was  numbered 
an^ong  tranfgrefibrs,  that  ^ou  might  have  a  room  among 
the  bleffed.  O  believer,  he  wept,  that  you  might  rc- 
jolice  :  Sorrow  opprefled  his  heart,  that  everlafting  joy 
m  ight  be  on  your  head  :  He  was  fcourged  and  wounds 
cd,  that  you  by  his  (tripes  might  be  healed  of  fin's 
wiDunds:  He  was  crowned  with  thorns,  that  you  might  be 
cr  owned  with  glory  :  He  was  flandered  and  condemned 
htfore  men,  that  you  might  be  jufttfied  and  acquitted 
before  God  :  He  bore  the  curfe,  that  you  might  inherit 
tb  e  bit  (Ting  :  He  drank  the  bitter  and  poifonous  cup  of 
G«od's  wrath,  that  you  might  drink  the  pure  river  of  life : 
H«5  was  deferted  of  God,  that  you  might  not  be  forfak- 
cn  by  him  eternally  :  He  bore  the  burden  of  fin  and 
WKath,  that  you  might  be  freed  fiom  that  burden :  He 
humg  upon  our  crofs,  to  advance  us  to  fit  upon  his 
th  rone  :  He  cried  out  in  forrow  upon  a  crofs,  that  wc 
R*  i^ht  (hout  joyfully  in  finging  God's  praifc  fop  ever : 

He 


Direft.  It.    For  Siding  a  CoHmtinion^Sulbathh        496 

Eie  thirfted  on  the  crofs,  that  w6  might  not  thhA  eter-* 
[laliy,  tnth  DiveS)  for  t  dr&p  of  cold  water  to  Cool  our 
tongue :  He  ftruggled  in  a  bloody  agony^  that  we  might 
not  ftrugle  among  devils  in  hell's  furnace  for  ever :  Oh^ 
«rhat  (hall  we  fay  of  this  love  !  *'  Lord  Jefu?,  thy  pity 
vlrsM  infinite,  thy  love  hath  overflown  all  banks,  and  thy 
oompaflioil  knew  no  bounds:  Thou  (loodft  before  the 
mouth  of  hell  that  I  deferved,  aiid  ftoppedft  the  flam* 
itig  furnace  of  divine  veng^^adce^  that  was  breaking  out 
Bgainft  me :  When  I  was«  like  Ifaac»  bound  to  the  altar» 
ready  to  be  facrificed  to  jufticc,  thou  offeredft  thyfelf, 
l&e  the  ram  caught  in  the  thicket,  to  be  facrificed  in 
my  room  :  When  my  fins  had  raifed  a  terrible  tempeft^ 
which  threatened  to  drown  me  eternally,  thou  waft  con* 
tei[it  to  be  thrown  overboard,  like  Jonah,  to  appeafe  tlie 
fiorm  :  When  the  fword  of  juftice  was  furbifhed,  and 
ready  to  be  flieathed  into  my  bowels,  thou  interpofedfl: 
betwixt  me  and  it,  and  receivedft  the  blow  into  thy 
heart :  When  I  was  (hipwrecked  and  perifhing,  thou 
caiiedft  thyfelf  in  as  a  plank  of  mercy  to  fave  my  life- 
Can  I  th?nk  on  this,  and  my  heart  not  burn  ?  Can  I 
fpeak  of  it,  and  not  feek,  vtdth  Jofeph,  a  fecret  place  to 
weep  in  ?'* 

View  the  furpaffing  nature  of  Chrift's  love.  No  love 
like  to  it ;  yea,  Chrift^s  love  to  us  tranfcends  his  love  to 
&n  other  tmngs  :  He  loved  us  more  than  angels,  for  he 
would  not  put  on  their  nature  :  He  loved  us  more  thati 
heaven ;  for  he  left  that  to  come  and  fave  us :  He  loved 
as  more  than  riches  and  honour  \  for  he  chofe  poverty, 
and  became  of  no  reputation,  to  redeem  us :  He  loved 
us  more  than  the  comforts  of  life ;  for  he  parted  with 
tfaefe,  and  became  a  man  of  forrows  for  our  fake :  He 
loved  us  more  than  his  blood ;  for  he  willingly  parted 
with  that  for  us :  He  loved  us  more  than  his  foul  or 
body ;  for  he  gave  both  thefe  to  be  an  ofl^ring  for  our 
fins :  He  was  more  concerned  for  us  than  for  himfelf ; 
he  rejoiced  more  in  our  welfare  than  \n  his  own  ;  he 
wept  and  prayed  more  for  us  than  for  himfelf ;  and,  in 
the  time  of  his  greateft  ftrait,  when  heaven,  earth,  and 
hell,  were  all  at  once  rufliing  upon  him,  we  have  his 
prayer,  John  rvii.    Yet  it  is  all  ipent  for  US|  except  one 
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verfe  or  two  for  himfelf*  Again,  Chrift  lored  U8  more 
than  his  life ;  and  <'  all  that  a  man  hath  will  he  give  foe 
his  life  )'*  yet  Chrift  willingly  oarted.  with  that  u>r  our 
fake:  But»  is  there  nothing  that  is  better  than  li£e? 
Yesy  David  tells  us  of  one  thing  that  is  better^  PiaL 
Ixiii.  3*  <'  Thy  loving  kindnefs  is  better  than  life."  IV 
faints  and  martyrs,  that  parted  with  all  other  things, 
would  by  no  means  part  with  that,  they  would  rather  part 
with  a  thoufand  lives  than  quit  with  that;  yet  Chrift,  who 
had  infinitely  more  of  it  than  ever  any  faint  attained  to, 
for  our  fakes  parted  with  it,  and  had  the  light  of  GocFt 
countenance  totally  eclipfed  from  him  on  die  crofs,  fo 
that  he  cried  out,  <'  My  God,  my  God,  why  hift  thou 
forfaken  me  ?'* 

II.  If  you  would  have  the  facramental  graces  quick- 
ened, particularly  faith,  take  a  view  of  Chrift  in  all  his 
fweet  offices  and  relations  :  '^  Look  unto  me  and  be  ye 
faved,  all  the  ends  of  the  earth,"  Ifa.  zlv,  22«  O  com- 
municant, endeavour  upon  the  momiqg  of  a  comma* 
nion-fabbath,  to  give  a  believing  look  to  Chrift  in  all  his 
blefied  ofiices  and  relations ;  and  this  will  ftrengthen 
and  quicken  faith,  and  help  thee  to  a£t  it  the  more  dit 
tinfily^t  a  communion-table. 

I  •  Look  to  Chrift,  as  a  bankrupt  debtor  to  his  furety, 
and  fay,  ^^  Lord,  I  owe  many  thoufand  more  than  I 
can  pay,  but  thou  haft  a  fufficient  ranfom  to  pay  all  my 
debt :  I  flee  to  thee  as  my  furety  :  Lord,  undertake  for 
me,  and  fatisfy  thy  Father's  juftice,  that  I  be  not  feized 
on,  and  dragged  to  hell's  prifon  for  ever." 

2.  Look  to  him  as  an  able  phyfician  to  cure  thy 
wounds  :  **  Say,  Lord,  here  lies  a  Job  full  of  boils,  a 
Lazarus  full  of  fores  at  thy  gate  j  here  a  paralytic  hand, 
here  a  blind  eye,  here  a  hard  heart,  here  a  plague,  and 
there  a  wound,  that  have  fcorned  all  other  phyfidans, 
and  defpifed  all  other  remedies  ^  let  me  thb  day  get  the 
balm  of  Gilcad,  even  the  fovereign  plaifter  of  tny  olood, 
to  my  various  maladies  ;  one  touch  of  the  hem  of  tliy 
garment,  and  I  fhall  be  whole." 

3.  Look  to  him  as  a  ranfomer  of  captives,  and  fay, 
**  Lord,  it  was  thy  errand  to  proclaim  liberty  to  the 
captives :   1  look  to  thee  this  day  to  knock  off  my  fet- 
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ten^  loofe  all  my  bonds,  and  bring  my  foul  out  of  pri* 
foHi  that  I  may  praife  thy  name.'* 
-  4*'  Ix)ok  to  htm  as  a  mediator  and  peace-maker,  to 
remove  all  enmitv  and  quarrels  betwixt  God  and  thy 
ibul^  and  fay,  '*  Lord  Hand  betwixt  me  and  thy  flaming 
ft^rdy  let  thy  atoning  blood  this  day  quench  tne  fire  of 
thy  Father's  an^er,  and  bring  the  news  of  peace  to  my 
foul.*' 

^.  Ix>ok  to  him  as  an  advocate  to  plead  for  thy  guilty 
foul :  Say,  '*  Lord,  my  crimes  are  great,  and  my  caufe 
h  bad :  But  never  any  caufe  mifcarrted  that  thou  took 
in  band  :  Be  thou  mine  advocate,  and  let  every  one  of 
thy  wounds  this  day  be  as  fo  many  open  mouths  to  plead 
f9r  me  ;  let  thy  blood  fpeak,  that  fpeaketh  better  tiing^ 
Aan  the  blood  of  Abel-'* 

6.  Look  to  him  as  thy  refuge*city  and  hiding-place, 
and  fay,  <^  Lord,  I  flee  to  thee  for  my  life  :  For  the  a- 
venger  of  blood,  the  law  and  juftice  of  God,  are  at  my- 
heels  purfuing  me ;  and,  if  they  find  me  afFar  off  from 
thee,  I  am  flain  without  mercy :  The  clefts  of  the  rock 
ate  my  only  hiding-place :  Lord,  be  a  fafeguard  to  me. 
A  heathen  could  fay,  when  a  bird  feared  by  a  hawk 
flew  into  his  bofom  :  I  will  not  give  l^ee  up  to  thine 
enemy,  feeing  thou  cameft  to  me  for  ianfiuary :  And 
furely  thou  wilt  not  deliver  my  foul,  when  I  flee  to  thee 
for  Iheltcr.'' 

7.  Look  to  Chrift  as  the  ark,  that  can  only  fave  thee 
from  being  drowned  by  the  flood  of  God's  wrath  :  Say, 
**  Lord,  there  is  no  ark  to  fave  me  but  thou  alone :  I 
am  (hipwrecked  in  Adam,  and  there  is  no  plank  but 
Chrift  to  bring  me  to  fliore  :  I  clafp  to  thee  by  the  hand 
of  faith.    Lord  fave  me,  elfe  1  perifli  '*    • 

8.  Look  to  him  as  a  reliever  of  burdened  fouls :  Say, 
"  Lord,  here  is  a  heavy  laden  finner  coming  to  thee 
this  day  for  reft ;  O,  fin  is  heavier  than  a  millltene,  it  is 
^B^ighed  down  with  the  law's  curfcs  ;  and,  O  how  many 
of  ihefe  itiillftones  are  on  my  back  !  Lord,  I  come  this 
day  to  roll  them  upon  thee,  who  art  the  fure  founda* 

-tlbn  that  God  has  laid  in  Zion,  able  to  bear  me  atid  all 
I  can  lay  upon  it :  Angels  cannot  free  me  {of  my  bur- 
4€n,  for  the  burden  of  one  fin  has  funk  many  thoufahds 
3S2  ^\, 
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of  them  to  the  bottomlefs  pit  %  the  &int8  cannot  do  k» 
they  have  burden  eDOiif;h  of  their  own )  nay,  the  whck 
creation  cannot  bear  my  burden,  for  it  is  already  groin- 
ing under  the  weight  of  me  and  it :  But,  Lord,  t^ra  ait 
the  mighty  one  on  whom  finners  help  is. laid,  and  haft 
promifed  reft  to  fuch  as  come  to  thee.  Lord,  let  all  my 
burdens  fall  off  this  day,  that  I  may  .be  at  freedom  to 
Tun  the  ways  of  thy  commandments." 

9.  Look  to  him  as  a  rich  and  bountiful  helper  of  the 
needy  :  Say,  <'  Lord,  pity  a  needy  beggar  this  day,  that 
Ss  going  to  the  feaft-houfe  to  wait  for  a  crumb }  tboa 
haft  fupplied  many:  and  I  have  heard  a  good  report  of 
thy  bounty  :  Never  came  there,  a  poorer  wretch  to  diy 
door  thin  I :  is  there  not  a  penny  of  grace  left  to  help 
me,  not  a  crumb  to  keep  in  my  life  ?  Lord,  let  me  not 
go  from  thy  treaftire  houfe  without  an  alms,  ther^  is 
bread  enough  in  thy  houfe  and  to  fpare»  let  me  not  go 
without  a  crumb. 

10.  Look  to  him  as  a  prophet  and  teacher,  that  caQ 
open  thine  eyes,  and  give  thee  gracious  difcoveries  of 
his  truths  and  ways  :  Say,  "  Lord  I  have  heard  much 
of  thee  by  the  hearing  of  the  ear,  but  little  have  mm 
eyes  feen  of  thee  :  I  have  been  long  in  Chrift's  fchod^ 
but  little  proficiency  have  I  made :  Lord,  come  this  day 
and  teach  me  to  profit ;  let  my  eyes  be  opened,  that  in 
this  ordinance  I  may  fee  the  heinous  nature  of  fin,  the 
feverky  of  divine  juftice,  the  greatnels  of  divine  love, 
the  beauty  of  Chrift,  the  precioufnefs  of  fouls,  the  ex- 
cellency of  the  remedy  provided  for  finnersr  &ic.^ 

11.  Look  to  him  as  thy  head  and  hufband,  frith* 
whom  you  are  this  day  to  feal  a  marriage-covenant : 
Say,  *^  Lord,  though  I  be  a  moft  deformed^  black  and 
unworthy  bride,  and  have  nothing  but  poverty,  debt 
and  danger  to  recommend  me  to  thee  ;  yet  fince  thou, 
who  art  the  chief  among  ten  thoufands  are  content  to 
match  with  me  \  O  give  me  a  heart  to  confent  willing- 
ly to  the  bargain,  and  fay.  My  beloved  is  mine,  and  I 
am  his.  Lord,  help  me  cheerfully  to  fay,  Antcn  to  the 
covenant,  and  all  the  articles  of  it,  that  I  was  reviewing 
and  renewing  ycftemight :  O  let  the  marriage  knot  this 
day  be  caft,  tlut  fin  or  (atan,  death  or  hell,  may  never 

be 
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be  able  to  loofe  again  :  Let  him  this  day  kifs  me  with 
the  kifies  of  his  mouth  :  O  for  fweet  communion  and 
Feliowfliip  with  him  at  his  own  table :  Lord,  (he  wmc 
»  token  fo;  good,  fct  me  as  a  feal  upon  thine  arm ;  mzr, 
aifeft  thyfelf  to  mej  as  thou  doft  not  to  themrorid.'' 

Direction  III. 

LABOUR,  O  communicant,  to  get  thy  foul  put  in 
a  right  and  fuitable  frame  for  approaching  God's  holy 
table,  and  entertaining  thy  Saviour  there :  Now  the  cry 
is  making,  **  The  Bridegroom  cometn,  go  ye  forth  to 
meet  him  f  prepare  the  palace  of  your  hearts  for  him  ; 
cleanfe,  f#eep  ai>d  wafli  them  ;  get  them  adorned  and 
perfumed  with  the  graces  of  the  Spirit.  Is  Chridgone 
to  prepare  a  place  for  you,  and  ^iriil  you  not  prepare  a 
place  for  him  ?  Set  up  a  throne  for  Chrift,  go  forth  to 
meet  him  with  acclamation  and  praife,  receive  him 
gladly,  fct  the  crown  on  his  head,  and  fwear  allegiance 
to  him,  and  fay,  as  the  men  of  Ifrael  faid  to  Gideon, 
fudges  yii.  22.  "  Rule  thou  over  us,  for  thou  haft 
delivered  us  out  of  the  hand  of  Midian.*'  O  but  Chrifl: 
btadi  delivered  us  out  of  the  hand  of  Satan,  a  far 
worfe  opprefibr  than  Mldian.  Let  us  welcome  him» 
»nd  compafs  him  about  with  fongs  of  deliverance.  O 
communicants,  deal  not  with  Chrift  as  his  country^men 
the  Jews  did,  John  i.  ii.  "He  came  unto  his  own^ 
b^t  his  own  received  him  not :"  When  he  came  into 
the  world,  there  was  no  room  allowed  for  him  any 
Bvhere  but  in  the  pnanger,  and  thither  was  he  thruft. 
D  deal  not  fo  with  your  Saviour  ;  think  not  a  foul  ftall 
;ood  enough  for  Chrift,  but  make  clean  your  hearts^ 
ind  give  him  the  bed  room,  yea,  the  upper  room  there  1 
O  fend  the  key  of  your  hearts  this  morning  to  Chrift, 
faying,  "  Lord,  take  thy  choice  where  to  ly :  Alas,  I 
[nay  fay  with  the  Centurion, "  I  am  not  worthy  that  thou 
[houldft  pome  under  my  roof.''  My  foul  is  a  ruinous, 
fmoky,  and  defiled  cottage,  thou  haft  not  ^  fit  place  with 
[n^  to  lay  my  head  \  But,  O  thou  that  didftnot  difdain 
:q  lie  in  a  manger  among  beafts,  and  to  be  entertained 
in  the  iipufe  of  Simon  thf  leper,  come  into  my  foul, 
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repair  the  houfci  and  prepare  an  upper  room  for  thyfelfi 
that  I  may  eat  the  paiTover  with  thee.  Lord,  ipeak  the 
wordy  and  thy  fervant's  heart  (hall  be  healed^  cleaiifedi 
mi  ihadeholy*  foft,  and  pliable,  fit  for  thy  ufe  and 
ferrice.  Lord,  none  can  mend  my  heart  bnt  thou  who 
madefl  it :  I  put  it  into  thy  hands :  Lord»  make  it  aa 
thou  wouldft  have  it. 

^eft.  What  is  that  frame  and  difpodtion  of  foul  that 
we  fhould  come  with  tp  the  communion-table  ? 

Afif.  Take  thefe  direfiions  concerning  it. 

I.  Come  to  it  nvith  a  holy  awe  and  reverence  of  Goi» 
Were  you  going  to  a  prince's  table,  you  would  go  to  it 
15'ith  fome  awe  and  concern ;  and,  will  you  have  none 
when  you  go  to  the  table  of  the  great  Jehovah^  who  is' 
your  judge,  fearches  the  heart,  and  obferves  all  your 
actions  ?  He  is  a  God  that  is  very  jealous  of  his  honour, 
and  will  not  be  mocked ;  you  ought  to  come  to  this  table 
with  a  holy  dread  and  reverence,  adoring  the  holinefs 
and  jufticeof  God  manifefted  in  the  fuffenngs  of  Chrift. 
How  vehemently  did  he  hate  fin,  that  he  would  not  pity 
or  fpaie  his  dear  Son  when  he  cried  to  him ;  but  feeing 
he  had  undertaken  to  pay  our  debt,  and  drink  our  cup, 
the  leaft  farthing  or  drop  he  would  not  abate  him  ?  Tho* 
the  finner  be  fparedj  yet  fin  muft  be  puni(hed  to  the  ut- 
tcrmoft ;  our  cautioner  paid  dearly  for  it.  We  ought  to 
adore  his  juftice,  faying  with  the  men  of  Bethfliemefh, 
iSam.  vi.  20. "  Who  is  able  to  (land  before  this  holy  Lord 
God  ?"  There  is  no  (landing  but  at  Chrift*s  back,  our 
blcfTcd  cautioner,  "  in  whom  God  is  well  pleafed.** 

II.  Come  with  holy  fear  and  jealousy  over  yourfelves^  kft 
you  be  found  unwelcome  gueds,  and  draw  down  the 
gi»i]t  of  unworthy  communicating  upon  youifelvcs ;  cry, 
**  Lord,  keep  me  from  wounding  Chrift  and  mvown 
foul  tliis  day  ;  let  me  not  betray  the  Son  of  God  with 
a  kifs ;"  "  deliver  me  from  blood- guiltinefs,  and  from 
drinking  damnation.**  O  what  if  I  want  the  wedding- 
gurment, "  when  the  king  comes  in  to  view  the  guefts.** 

IIL  Come  iinth  hrokennefs  of  heart  for fin^  the  caufi  of 
ChriJ}*s  fufferings.  Look  on  your  pride,  paffioui  hy- 
pocrify,  covetoufnefs,  malice,  lying,  fweanhg,  &c.  as 
CliriIVs  only  tormentors :  Behold  how  they  preflfed  him 
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down  in  the  garden,  till  he  fwate  blood ;  fee  them  bind« 
ing  the  crofs  on  Chrift's  back ;  fee  them  nailing  his 
lundSy  piercing  his  temples>  and  grieving  lus  heart  \  fee 
them  buffeting  and  fpittingon  him ;  fee  Them  making  him 
croan,  weeP)  and  roar  out  his  complaint,  <*  My  )Body  my 
Crod,  why  haft  thou  forfaken  me  ^^  It  was  on  us  this  tra- 
gedy Ihould  have  been  a£ted,  on  us  thefe  vials  of  wradi 
Ihould  have  been  poured,  ^^  For  he  was  wounded  for  our 
tranfgreffions,  and  bruifed  for  our  inlquitieSj"  Ifa.  lui.  5* 
O  (hall  we  fee  Chrift's  heart- ftreaming  blood,  and  our 
eyes  not  drop  tears?  Shall  we  fee  him  ftretched  out  and 
nailed  for  us,  and  our  hearts  not  bleed  ?  Oh,  it  was  my 
Tins  that  made  them  nails,  they  drove  them  in,  they  thruft 
in  the  fpear,  yea,  they  killed  the  Lord  of  life  \  and, 
fliall  I  not  mourn  ?  Did  you  fee  a  malefa£kor,  that  had 
committed  twenty  murders,  ufed  like  Chrift,  your  hearts 
would  be  concerned :  And,  will  you  not  be  affeded  to 
lehold  the  innocent  Lamb  of  God  fo  abufed  by  your 
fins  ?  '*  Look  on  him  ye  have  pierced,  and  mbum." 
This  paflfover  muft  be  eaten  with  bitter  herbs.  Sow  in 
tears,  if  you  would  reap  in  joy.  A  weepinjg  communis 
cant  is  a  very  pleaGhg  fight  to  both  God  and  man :  A 
'broken  hearted  weeping  finner  will  fuit  well  with  si 
bruifed  and  bleeding  Saviour. 

IV.  Come  with  burning  love  and  afftBion  to  Chri/t» 
This  is  a  feaft  only  fojr  the  friends  and  lovers  of  Chnft, 
Cant*  V.  I.  Without  love  ye  have  nothing  to  do  here* 
O  believer,  is  thy  heart  cold  when  Chrift's  love  is  warm  ? 
Will  you  not  recompencc  love  with  love  ?  Can  you  be- 
liold  Chrift  on  a  crofs,  dying  with  love  in  his  heart, 
and  fmiles  in  his  looks  ;  can  you  fee  his  bleeding  arms 
open  to  embrace  you,  the  fpear  reaching  his  heart,  aiid 
his  iiffeftions  ftreajning  out  to  you  in  blood,  and  that 
when  you  were  enemies  to  him,  and  haters  of  him,  and 
not  be  raviihed  with  his  love  ?  Can  you  behold  his 
woundsj  or  put  your  finger  into  the  print  of  the  nails^ 
arid  not  be  fick  ot  love,  and  cry  out  with  Thomas,  "  My 
Xbrd,  and  my  God  ?"  Can  you  view  him  that  is  the 
chief  among  ten  thoufand^  yea,  among  an  hundred 
ihoufand,  ^nd  among  all  the  tboufands  in  heaven  and 
^cs^:tb|  and  your  hearts  not  love  him  ?  Turn  over  all 
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.)xix\ffs  both  in  heaven  and  earth,  you  can  £nd  none 
like  him,  fo  excellent  in  hioilelf,  and  fo  well  adapted  to 
your  conditions  and  circumftancea  Paul  vsu  a  kani- 
cd  man^  and  knew  many  things ;  a  travelled  man,  and 
had  feen  and  heard  many  things :  Tet  when  he  cafis 
up  his  counts  of  all  he  had  ever  feen»  heard  or  luiow&i 
he  fays,  **  I  count  all  but  dung  and  lo(s  for  the  excel- 
lency of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift/'  Phil.  iiL  8.  9* 

V  •  Come  with  much  hunger  and  third  to  this  fbO 
fcaft.  See  that  your  appetites  be  not  glutted  with  the 
world,  for  thtfuli  foui  lothes  the  bsney  comb  ••  It  is  only 
the  thirfty  that  arc  welcome.  Rev.  xxii.  17.  «*  Chrift 
(ills  the  hungry  with  good  things.^  .  When  the  defire 
opens  the  heart  wideft,  then  he  opens  his  hand  largeft 
to  fill  it,  Pfal.  Ixxxi.  lo.  O  then,  cry,  "  Give  me  Chnft, 
and  deny  me  what  thou  wilt ;  a  crumb  of  mercy  from 
thy  table,  or  elfe  I  am  gone  for  ever.''  Endeavour  to 
fay,  as  Ifa.  xxvi.  **  The  defire  of  my  foul  is  unto  thee, 
and  to  the  remembrance  of  thy  name.  O  that  I  knew 
where  to  find  him  Ir^  When  wilt  thou  come  unto  me  ?" 

0  for  further  tokens  of  "his  love,  and  clear  evidences  <rf 
my  intereft  in  him  !  O  for  the  (miles  of  his  face,  and 
the  voice  of  joy  and  gladnefs  !  There  are  many  heaven- 
ly dainties  here  \  here  are  all  the  fruits  of  the  tree  of 
life,  the  comforts  of  the  Spirit,  the  influences  of  his 
grace,  the  bread  and  waters  of  life  ;  therefore  come  with 
enlarged  appetites.  The  fpoufe  cries.  Cant.  ii«  4.  '*  Stav 
me  with  flagons  \  as  if  (he  had  faid,  '^  My  third  is  (0 
great,  it  is  not  a  drop  or  a  little  cup  that  will  quench  it, 

1  would  have  whole  flagons.*'  Fear  not  to  wrong  your 
neighbours  :  For  there  is  a  river  to  every  one  of  you. 
Obfcrve  how  earned  Chrid  was  to  fead  with  us,  Luke 
xxii.  15.  "  With  defire  (fays  he)  have  I  defired  to  eat 
this  fupper  with  you,"  though  he  had  no  need  either 
of  you  or  it :  And  will  not  you,  whofe  needs  are  fo 
great,  fay,  *•  with  defire  have  I  defired  to  eat  this  fup* 
per  with  Chrid  before  I  die ;  it  may  be  .  my  lad  com- 
munion, O  let  me  have  fomething  to -carry  my  expence 
through  the  wildernefs  ;  let  me  have  fomething  to  com- 
fort and  fupport  me,  when  I  go  through  the  valley  and 
(badow  of  death  ?'* 
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VI.  Come  with  humility  arid  felf-dcnial,  content  to 
be  nothing,  that  Chrift  may  be  all ;  and  willing  to  fub-'ft 
jnit  to  any  thing  for  a  blink  of  his  countenailcc.  Be  ' 
fenfible  of  your  ill-defervings,  and  acknowledge  a  crumb 
will  be  a  great  mercy.  Be  content,  ^^ith  the  prodigal 
and  woman  of  Canaan,  to  be  taken  into  Chrift*a  family^ 
though  it  uere  in  the  meaneft  ftation  and  employment  t 
Let  me  be  the  meaneft  of  Chrift's  fervants,  though  I 
be  never  fo  ill  ufed,  or  ill  refpeded,  I  will  be  thankful^ 
if  I  be  within  Chrift's  doors,  have  a  relation  to  his  fa- 
mily) and  can  call  him  Mafter.  Ag:iin,  come  felf  de* 
niedly,  renouncing  all  confidence  in  yourfelf,  your  pre- 
parations, humiliations,  or  performanices :  Thefe  may 
be  good  graces,  and  good  duties ;  but  they  will  be  ill 
ChrtftSy  and  ill  Saviours.  Freely  own  that  it  Is  not  your 
own  righteoufnefs  that  &ves  you,  not  your  owii  ftrength 
that  quickens  you  \  but  only  Chrift's  righteoufnefs,  and 
Chrift's  ftrength.  Say,  "  Blefled  Jefus,  I  fly  to  thee 
alone ;  1  have  ao  hope  in  myfelf,  nor  in  any  thing  be^ 
fides  thee ;  all  my  confidence  is  in  the  freenefs  of  thy 
love,  the  mercy  of  thy  bowels«  the  merit  of  thy  deaths ' 
the  worth  of  thy  Mood,  the  fufficiency  of  thy  righteouf^ 
ne(s»  and  power  of  thy  interce(fipn»*' 

VII.  Come  with  charity  and  love  t6  ail  meh,  even  t6 
your  very  enemies.  Banifti  all  malice  ahd  envy,  pray  - 
for  your  enemies,  forgive  them,  wifii  well  and  do  good 
both  to  their  fouls  and  bodies,  according  to  Chrift*s  ex- 
ample on  the  crofs  :  But  efpecially,  bring  with  you  love 
and  afie^ion  to  God's  people,  delight  in  their  fellow- 
ihip  above  all  others,  for  diey  are  the  excellent  ones  o£ 
the  earth. 

VIII.  Come  with  honeft  defigns  to  feal  a  marriage- co- 
venant with  Chrift.  Confent  frankly  to  Chrift  to  be 
your  Prince  and  Saviour ;  do  not  thirik  of  halving  it  with 
Chrift,  but  be  willing  to  take  him  intirely  upon  his  owii 

.  terms.  Be  content  not  only  to  be  faved  by  him,  biit  to 
ferve  him,  live  for  him,  fight  for  hioi,  and  cleaVe  to  him^ 
all  the  days  of  your  life ;  refohring  that  sill  the  pleaf^res 
of  fin,  temptations  of  fatan,  and  allurements  of  the  w6rld]» 
nay,-  the  hopes  of  enjoying  ten  thou^hd  worldsi  ihall 
Vol*  I.'  f  3  T  never 
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never  prevail  with  you  to  part  with  Chrift*  -  Gone  re- 
figning  yourfelvest  yo^r  hearta,  and .  ail  yen  J^av^  to 
Chrift  :  Say,  *^  hvdt  though  Lhad  iten  tbqulwd  hcart% 
and  every  one  of  them  ten  thou&od  timqa  blotter  iiu^ 
they  are,  they  (hould  be  aU  thine."  Come  with  4lcw 
VOW6  and  puffpofts  agaxnft  fin,  that  murdered^  {qw  » 
viour  I  rerdve  never  tp  harbour  it,  O|r^akippeice.lodi 
it  \  but  that  you  will  .fight  againft  if  fp  fomj^jmm 
and  revenge  the  death  qf  Chrift  on  it. ..  ^      ^  ;  ,         ^ 

IX.  Come  with  thanj&fai^efs  and  pva92<v.4q  God  lit 
rt*deeming-)ovc,  and  provi^d^g  fucb  »  JSayiqinr  Ua  lUP* 
Let  the  high  prai£es  of  .Go4.^  in  jroiir,  fnmths4  mii 
np  whole  vollies  of  praijfe  tp  your  Redeea)C%  (or  undo^ 
itaking  your  deliverance,  invite  the  aD||f^itti4''4D^ the 
creation,  to  alfift  you  in  this  work.  Sur  up  yburfiiafe 
and  all  that  is  within  you,  to  b]efshiabp|{4iajnrie:,TM 
(buls  (like  Mary)  <<  ftioold  ma^^nify  the.  I4>rd«  and  yi»f 
Spirits  rejoice  in  God  your  Savipur  }'*  ifitm  b^ta^iovM 
afcend,  like  Manoah'a  ^i^el,  in  the  fo>pkc|;  eft  ^^aikt 
givii^  and  praifc*  Say,  **  JLord,  what  flu^  ItenHltM 
thee  ior  all  thou  haft  done  and  fuffered  fqt  n^t  i.'.Jjuif 
what  am  I»  that  thou  (houidft  p^  witJbrtliyigloi^p  tSh 
with  thy  btoody  and  with  thy  life»£a«.£uch  a  ^retcnai 
me  ?  1  am  aftiamed  that  1  caa  love  al^d  prajfe  thoe.  no 
more  ;  Oh  !  my  heart  is  coldi  my  tongue  U  fipw.:.Iet 
heaven  and  earth,  angels  and  ment  joii^  ^and  estpl  bis 
free*gracc  and  wondrous  love ;  IiOt  all  the  jprOid!i  ring 
with  his  praife."  . .  .  ' 

X.  Come  with  hope  and  expeQatiqt^,  ilsp^iidii^  o& 
God's  promifcs  and  Chrift's  merits.  Ycm  oygbt  greedi* 
ly  to  look  to  Chrifty  expef^ing  ibmething  £rom  bitn,  as 
the  poor  cripple  did  from  Peter  and  Johni, , AAa.  iii^  4* 
5.  Peter  faid  **  hook,  on  us  :  i^nd-he  gave  heed- to  them» 
expeding  to  receive  fomething  from  themfi"  We  (udi* 
narily  receive  little^  becaufe  we  exped  little  i  *f  God's 
mercy  is  upon  us,  according  as  we  hope  in  him/*.  P&l* 
jLxxiii.  ult.  O  raife  your  defires  and  ejipeftatifinA;;  ibr 
you  come  to  a  merciful  and  liberal  God^  fhat  ^iU  not 
let  the  expeSation  of  his;poor  cre^^tuiea  j^^i^^l^aLix. 
18.  <<  The  needy  (hall  not  always  be  forgotteiu  the  ex* 
pediation  of  the  poor  fliall  not  periih  for  evci.^ 
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■.       OljiB.  **  Alas !  I  anr  a  iK>or»  veak,  heartlefa  crca- 

*'   tUTC  :  1  have  little  ground  to  hope." 

"   \    Afff.  You  have  God's  call  and  pitrniife  to  encourage 

'  •  jou      Groan  under  your  deadnefs,  and  title  the  means ; 

^  arim  honc^ftly  at  your  duty^  and  look  to  Gccil  for  accom* 

^    plUhing  his  promife      Do  as  the  Ifraelites  did  ill  the  wil- 

\    wmefty  Num.  xii.  16.  17.  itS    God  had  called  them  to 

ftet  i^lace  where  he  promifed  them  water, ^hich  was  very 

.  «iwh  Taloed  in  that  dty  defert :  Well,  did  they  fit  ftUl 

Idlyt  Waitine  till  the  water  ffaoiiM  fphng  i  No,  the  no- 

Mes  pot  tb  meir  ftavesy  and  digged  in  expedlation  of 

Qod^i  fulfilling  lus  promife,  and  mng,  Spring  up^  O  well. 

#ic*    Make  an  honeft  mint>  look  up  with  hope»  and 

lery  for  the  "^nging  of  the  well.    Come,  bring  all  your 

tempty  Teffels  to  the  fountain,  in  expedation  of  a  £11 : 

00  as  the  poor  widow,  a  Kings  iy.  *'  bring  not  a  few  i* 

toi  1  am  fure  the  vefieis  will  fail  before  the  oil  fail. 

Plead  with  Gk>d  for  the  aceompliOiing  of  his  word :  Say^ 

^  Lord,  though  we  cannot  fay  pour  water  on  us,  for 

we  are  thirfty,  yet  we  can  plead,  pour  floods  on  «s» 

Ibr  we  are  di^  mund  :  Lord,  make  us  as  hungry  as  we 

«re  empty,  and  diirfty  as  we  are  dry :   Lord,  if  thou 

'deal  with  us  according  to  our  (enfe  of  need,  we  will  get 

little ;  but.  Lord,  we  plead,  thou  wilt  deal  with  us  ac- 

ccyrding  to  our  real  need,  and  thy  royal  bouBty,  and  then 

Vfz  wm  be  right  enough.'' 

O  poor  foul !  Art  thou  longing  for  the  fpringing  of 
the  well,  fayingi  **  O  that  I  knew  in  what  part  of  this 
Talley  of  Baca  the  well  would  fpring,  what  ordinance, 
^hat  dutT,  would  b#the  n^ean :  There  I  would -wait 
^d  lie,  tnere  I  would  dig  and  cry :  One  gu(h  of  thefe 
living  ftreams  would  fatisfy  my  longing  foul  P"  Poor 
Joui^  thou  Jhah  not  die  for  want ;  you  ha^e  the  word  of  a 
king  for  itf  ifa.  xli.  17.  18.  •*  When  the  poor  and  needy 
fecK  water,  and  there  is  none,  and  their  tongue  fatleth 
for  thirfty  I  the  Lord  will  hear  them,  1  the  God  of  Iftael 
will  not  forfake  them.  I  will  open  rivers  in  high  places, 
and  fountains  in  the  midft  of  the  vallies ;  I  wiil  make 
the  wildernefs  a  pool  of  water,  and  the  dry-land  fprings 
4f  water," 

3X2  DlRBCTION 
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Direction  IV* 

AFTER  you  have  tKis  morning  mediuted,  dealt  with 
your  hearts,  wreftled  with  God*  read  his  word,  vA 
performed  family  worfhip,  with  faith  and  ferrency  fuit- 
able  to  this  folemn  occafion  :  You  ouj^ht  timeoufly  to 
repair  to  the  church  againft  the  folemn  ^orfliip  h^«  . 
And  let  your  hearts  be  breathing  forth  many  beavoilf 
ejaculations  by  the  way ;  fuch  as  that,  Pfakn  zliii.  j. 
4*  <*  Send  forth  thy  Ught  and  thy  truth :  Let  tfaom.]^ 
ine,  and  bring  me  to  thy  holy  hilU  sind  to  thy  tabti- 
Tiades.  Then  will  I  go  unto  the  altar  of  God*  imtD 
God  my  exceeding  joy."  O,  it  were  a  plealam  fnoie 
tdiis  morning,  to  be  going  with  joy  to  draw  water  oat 
of  the  wells  of  falvation  !  Let  us  be  very  thankful,  that 
the  waters  of  life  do  flow  fo  pleafantly  aqd  plentifaUf 
to  us,  betwixt  the  banks  of  gofpel  ordinances }  U^God* 
that  has  not  made  the  barren  wildernefs  our  dwcliing: 
But  let  us  think,  as  we  go,  that  as  God  rained  dova 
manna  from  heaven  on  his  people,  fo  he  rained  dows 
fire  and  brimftone  on  Sodom  and  Gprnorr^  Thit 
ierves  to  teach  us  to  rejoice  fo  in  the  mercies  which 
God  rains  down  upon  us  in  the  facrament,  ms  to  fear 
his  judgments  in  cafe  they  be  abufed. 

Again,  think,  **  I  am  now  upon  my  way  to  mount 
Calvary  :  Lord,  forbide  that  Chrift's  traitors  be  my  at- 
tendants :  Let  all  my  lufts  and  idols  be  for  ever  banifh- 
ed  from  me  :  May  they  never  find  lodging  in  my  foul 
any  more :  Lord,  help  me  to  go  this  day,  with  fuch  a 
melted  heart  and  weeping  eyes,  as  the  holy  Virgin, 
Mary  Magdalene,  and  the  other  tender-hearted  women 
of  Jerufalem  had,  when  they  went  to  mount  Calvary,  to 
behold  Chrift  crucified.  Am  not  I  going  up  to  fee  the 
fame  crucifixion  reprefented  before  my  eyes  ?" 

As  it  was  a  part  of  your  fecret  work  this  morning, 
to  pler.d  eameftly  with  God  to  dire£t  his  meflengers  to 
fpeak  fuitably  to  your  cafe;  fo  you  ought  by  the  way  to 
be  fending  up  ejaculations  for  this  end,  and  frequently 
to  be  crying,  A'waluy  O  north-iv'md^  and  ccfne  thQu/outS, 
h/ow,  &c.  The  minifter's  words  will  be  but  as  wind, 
and  a  beating  of  the  air,  (unlefs  the  v^ind  of  the  Spirit 

blow'J 
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blow)  "  O  Spirit  of  God,  come,  influence  nfiy  heart  this 
day  ;  I  dare  not  go  to  the  table  without  thy  prefence  s 

,tf^-  Lord,  ftand  not  this  day  behind  the  watl ;"  for  them 
cann6t  be  a  (adder  fight  in  the  world,  than  a  poor  hard- 
hearted communicant,  with  Cod's  back  turned  on  him. 
^^  If  thy  prefence  go  not  with  me,  carry  me  not  up 

.  hence.**  O  Lord,  it  is  time  for  thee  to  work ; ,  I  never 
Aood  more  in  need  of  thv  prefence  than  at  this  time  : 
It  18  my  errand  to  meet  with  thee  at  thy  table :  hotit 
.{end  me  not  away  with  a  fore  heart.  A  communion*' 
day^  without  communion  with  Chrift,  will  never  (jjttisfy 
my  foul.** 

.  •  ■  riead  with  God,  O  young  communicant,  that  this  may 
be  the  day  of  your  acquaintance  with  Chrift,  even  the 
day  of  your  efpoufals,  and  a  day  to  be  had  in  everlafting 
remembrance.  And,  indeed,  if  you  enter  this  day  into 
the  bond  of  the  covenant,  it  will  be  a  very  memorable 
day*  God  will  blefs  the  memory  of  this  day,  for  he  will 
:g»in  a  fon  ;  Jefus  Chrift  will  write  this  day  in  his  ka- 
letider,  for  he  will  gain  a  brother ;  the  Holy  Ghoft  will 
rejoice,  for  he  will  gain  a  temple ;  angels  and  faints  will 
be  glad,  for  they  will  gain  a'  fellow-fervant ;  and  you, 
efpecially,  may  rejoice  with  exceeding  great  joy,  for  you 
iKTill  gain  an  eternal  inheritance. 

-'  JDirefficnj  concerning  tnir  Carriage  when  the  time  ofre* 
ceiving  the  Sacrament  doth  approach^ 

I.  When  the  time  is  come,  or  near,  that  you  are  to 
go  to  thb  holy  table ;  confider  that  this  is  the  moft  fo- 
|emn  and.  auguft  ordinance  under  heaven,  and  requires 
the  moft  profound  awe  and  reverence  from  you.  The 
place  is  holy,  the  table  is  holy,  the  bread  and  cup  are 
Jioly;  and  •*  God  is  terrible  from  his  holy  places.** 
Who  is  able  to  ftand  before  this  holy  Lord  God  ?  Your 
danger  is  great,  if  you  make  a  ra(h  approach,  and  feek 
him  not  after  the  due  order. '  The  leaft  wrong  look  or 
wrong  touch  at  this  time  is  criminal,  and  may  coft  you 
your  eternal  falvation  It  mav  provoke  the  Lord  to 
make  a  fearful  and  vifible  breach  among  you,  as  he  did 
)lpot^.  ITzzah  and  the  men  of  Bethftiemefli  \  for,  the 
'  *  neatet 
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iieafer  to  God's  altar. you  come,  the  fire  of  \m  jealon^ 
bums  the  more  vehemently.  Labour  then  to  go  to  hi 
table  IK  ith  holy  fear  and  trembling ;  fori  as  pomoitniioOi 
love  18  the  fweete(l«  fo  communion-wrath  18  the  fordb 
Heavy  judgments,  both  fpiritual,  temporal,  .and  etrni4 
bang  orer  the  unworthy  communicant's  head.  If  yoji 
would  prevent  thefe,  adventure  to  this  table  with  bcb 
fear  and  dread  :  For  if  the  woman  with  the  bloody  a* 
fue  feared  fo  much  to  touch  the  '*  hem  of  Chrift^s  gtf- 
ment,'*  Mark  v.  how  mucli  oiore  ought  you  to  fear  to 
touch  the  fymbols  of  his  body  and  blood,  to  put  yoor 
hand  into  his  wounds,  and  feel  the  print  of  the  n^? 
If  fuch  a  holy  man  as  John  the  Baptift  thought  himfelf 
VAworthy  to  bear  Chrift's  (faoes,  how  m'tt£  mpre  aie 
vile  finners,  like  you,  unworthy  to  touch  and  feed  ujm 
Ihis^roken  body  and  flied  blood  ?  Let  your  fouls  to^ 
be  humble  as  the  duft  when  you  approacli,  in  a  deep 
fenfe  of  your  great  unwortlunefs,  former  railt,  and 
breach  of  former  vows  made  at  this  table  ;  for  to  fcdi 
bumble  fouls  God  has  pronnfed  to  look  in  mercy,  I&* 
Ixvi.  2. 

IL  When  you  are  going  to  the  table,  labour  tolfUr 
up  your  fouls,  and  all  your  faculties  and  afie£lions ;  ei- 
cite  ail  your  graces  and  defires  to  attend  Chrift.  O  fee 
that  your  fouls  be  lively  and  your  hearts  fixed,  when 
you  are  about  to  draw  near  and  feal  a  marriage-cove- 
nant with  Chrift.  You  have  great  need  to  look  to  your 
hearts  and  frames  at  this  time.  A  dead  heart  or  an  ill 
frame  now,  is  very  unfuitable ;  it  is  like  the  dead  fly 
in  the  box  of  ointment,  it  will  be  fail  to  fpml  your  coA- 
municating.    For  God's  lake  look  to  it. 

phjtH.  L  "  Oh !"  fays  one,  "  my  heart  U  m  a  life- 
Itfs  and  ftupid  frame,  even  at  a  dead  ftand,  and  thinks 
neither  of  good  nor  ill :  What  (hall  I  do  with  it  V* 

Anj\  I.  Diipiitch  preiently  a  fwift  meficnger  to  hea- 
veu,  an  eameft  ejaculation  and  prayer,  to  call  for  the 
help  of  God's  Spirit,  as  Cant.  iv.  16.  Intreat  him  to 
breathe  upon  your  dry  bones  with  a  freCh  gale,  and  take 
a  coal  from  his  own  altar  to  inflame  your  afieflions. 

a-CaU 
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2.  Call  on  your  hearts  to  awake  to  a  lirely  frame. 
itjB  a  miftake  of  Chriftians  to  think  they  are.only  to 
^11  upon  God,  you  muft  alfo  call  upon  yourfelves>  and 
zoufe  up  youf (elves,  as  Pfal.  Ivil  8,  **  Awake  up  my 
glory .*^\&c.  i^tir  up  your&lvea  and  all  that  is  within 
TOu,  .according  to  Pfal.  ciii.  T.  Speak  to  your  hearts, 
and  expoduiate  with  them  :  Say,  *•  O  my  droufy  block« 
ISfii  beart|,  art  tt^ou  not  aihamed  to  thin^  fo  coldly  of  thy 
l^eduig  Sayiour  ?"  Is  his  heart  fo  warm,  and  thine  fo 
raid  i  '  t>oui  a  dead  head  become  the  fervice  of  a  living 

,fJP^^^^  It.  «  Oh  !*'  faith  smother^  «  my  heart  is  ? 
raying,  wandering  heart,  I  cannot  get  it  ftayed  one  mo* 

8 lent  upon  one  fubjeft  ^  it  prefently  gets  away,,  and 
ants  an^r  vanities     O  what  fliali  I  do  with  the  levity 
i^id  excurfions  of  my  Iieart  ?" 

jtnjl  I .  Labour  now  to  over-awe  your  heart  with  the 
deep  apprehenlion  of  God's  prefence  and  all-feeing  eye  : 
Ood  noticeth  you  more  now  than  ever. 

2.  Chide  and  check  your  heart  for  its  vain  excur- 
^ons  :  .Sav>  /*  Did  I  cpnve  here  to  think  of  any  thing 
but  of  ChriiDb  atid  heaven?  Is  this  a  place  for  think- 
i^  on  worldly  toys  ?  Is  this  the  way  ^  to  (ham 
forth  my  $aviour^s  death,  which  is  my.buGnefs  hereof 
^^n|iat  ?  cannot  I  watch  with  Chrift  one  hour  now} 
^QW  ^en  will  I  behold  and  contenifdate  hiin  forever.* 

\.6ij0.  III.  *'  Though  I  am  come  this  length  in  obe» 
jlience  to  a,  dying  Saviour's  command,  I  yet  fear  to  go 
forward,  for  I  doubt  my  right.  I  cannot  fay  I  am  in  co« 
Tenant  with  God,  or  mat  I  have  filth,  and  atl  imere& 
ia.ChrifttjOr  that  bis  body  waa  broken  for  me." 

*  Ajif  P  diicouraged  ^ul,  though  you  have  not  the 
fatth^  a^utanc^  yet  fee  if  you  can  get  the  faith  of  ad«- 
herence.  Though  you  cannot  fay  that  ever  you  took 
hold  of  Chrid  or  the  covenant  befere^  yet  try  it  you  caa 
get  a  grip  of  Chrift  now  \  you  are  much  nearer  to  hinx 
npw  than  ^t  other  times.  Make  an  endtavour,  ftir  up 
your  fouls,  and  go  to  Chrill  wit&  all  the  faith  you  can 
win  atLi  fayin*,  with  that  poor  ihauj  ^  Lotd,  I  believe^ 
Ki^  tftott  mine  Unbelief.^  If  you  caooot  apply  Chrift  ta 
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yourfelvesy  will  you  apply  yourfelves  to  ChrxiK  If  you 
cannot  fay  Chrift  is  your  Saviour  and  hiding*  place,  will 
you  run  like  a  malef^flor  to  him  for  refuge,  and  try  if 
he  will  now  ihelter  you  in  his  wounds*  when  they  are 
fo  wide  opened  in  the  facrament.  He  npdceth  any 
poor  finncr  that  is  engaging  bis  heart  to  approach  tto^ 
to  God. 

Again,  thoug?'  you  cannot  fay  that  Chrift  is  youi'si 
and  you  are  in  covenant  with  him ;  yet,  are  you  nottriW 
ling  to  be  his,  and  give  up  yourfelf  to  hiiad  '  The  cofei> 
nant  indeed  is  mutual.  Cant.  ii.  16.  "  My  beloved  is  mine 
and  I  am  his.**  But  if  you  cannot  lay  claim  to  one  part 
of  it,  try  if  you  can  grip  to  another.  Is  it^  your  lazi- 
guage.  Though  I  cannot  fay  he  is  mine^  yet'll  am  n> 
folved  to  be  his,  and  to  give  up  myfelf  to  him  i  That  it 
well  faid,  poor  foul :  for  you  muft  firft  cOnfent  to  be 
his,  before  ye  know  that  he  is  your's  :  Y091  muft  be  re« 
folute  in  your  covenanting  with  Chrift  $  when*  you  are 
driven  from  one  horn  of  the  altar,  hold  faft  by  another. 
Flee  now  to  Chrift,  faying,  ^<  Lord,  though  I  cannot 
fay  thou  art  mine  •,  yet  I  can  fay,  Lord,  I  am  content 
and  refolved  to  be  thine,  wholly  thine,  only  thine,  and 
cvcrlaftingly  thine."  David  could  not  always  fey,  God 
is  mine  ;  but,  when  he  cannot  fay  that,  he  cries,  '^  I 
am  thine,  Lord,  fave  thou  me,"  Pfal.  cxix.  94.  Here 
one  that  belongs  to  thee,  and  has  furrendered  himfclf 
to  thee  :  ^'  Lord,  fufier  not  one  of  thine  to.perifli.'^  . 

ObjeEf.  IV.  "  Alas  !  I  cannot  fay  to  God,  I  am  tlune: 
I  fear  he  will  not  accept  of  me,  or  own  me  for  his." 

Anf.  Though  you  cannot  fay,  I  am  thine  by  God's  ac' 
ceptance ;  yet,  can  you  not  fay,  •*  Lord,  I  am  thine  by 
my  own  refignation,  I  do  devote  and  give  up  myiielf 
wholly  unto  thee,  I  will  not  be  the  devil's,  the  world's, 
or  luiil's ;  I  will  not  be  my  own,  but  I  will  be  thine :  I 
am  thine,  fave  thou  me."  Go  to  him  with  that  plea  the 
Campani  came  to  the  Romans  with,  after  they  had  rc- 
fufed  to  help  them  as  neighbours  and  allies  againft  the 
Grecians,  who  were  diftreffing  them  fore,  and  that  hj> 
caufe  the  Romans  and  the  Grecians  were  in  firiendfliip 
together  at  that  time ;  The  Campaxu  Mrcnt  and  gave  up 

ihcir 
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tHeir  whole  country  in  vaiTalage-  to  the  RomaciSj  faying* 
'*  If  you  will  not  help  us  as  our  allies,  help  us  as  ycur 
Taflals  and  fubjefts,  as  we  are  content  to  be ;  we  ar^ 
fare  you  will  not  let  your  tributaries  perifli.**  And  in* 
deed  this  'argument  prevailed  with  them,  and  fo  will  it 
with  QoAi  if  you  go  to  him  with  an  importunate'  faitb^ 
and  faften  yourfclf  upon  him.  Plead,  "  Lord,  if  thou 
wilt  not  love  me  as  a  friend,  yet  pity  me  as  ihy  poor  fu-* 
jaOi :  I  refolve  to  be  thine,  and,  if  J  perifh,  one  muO; 
periih  thiat  defires  to  be  thine.  Lord,  whether  thou  ac- 
cept of  me  or  not,  I  give  up  myfelf  to  thy  ufe  and  fer- 
vice."  Art  thou  come  this  length,  poor  foul  ?  Fear 
not,  thou  (halt  not  perifh,  Chrift  is  as  willing  to  be 
thine  as  thou  art  to  be  his:  Come  forward,  and  take 
the  feal  of  the  covenant,  and  m<ike  a  new  fufrender  oC 
yourfelf  to  Chrift,  and  it  may  be  he  will  be  madc\ 
•*  known  to  you  in  the  breaking  of  bread." 

IIL  When  this  hoVy  feaft  comes  to  be  celebrated,  fee 
that  your  fouls  be  rightly  employed,  and  your  graces 
fuitably  exercifed  :  Study  to  have  your  meditations  and 
-ejaeuiationfr  fuitable  to  what  you  fee  or  hear« 

When  you  are  coming  to  this  holy  ttible,  and  perhapfi  ' 
may  be  put  to  ftnnd  a  little  by  it,  by  reafon  of  the 
throng  before  you  get  accefs :  Think  on  what  Mofes 
faid  to  the  Ifraelites  while  (landing  at  the  Red-fea,  £x« 
od-^iv.  13.  "  Stand  (till  (faith  he)  and  fee  the  falva- 
tion  of  the  Lord,  which  he  will  fhew  to  you  to-day.** 
In  like  manner  ycu  are  (landing  by  the  Rcd-fea  of  the 
blood  of  Chriil :  (land  dill  and  wonder  at  the  glorious 
falvation  he  is  (hewing  to  you  this  day. 

Or  you  may  think  with  yourfelf,  that  you  hear  Chrid 
the  captain  of  your  falvation  now  crying,  as  did  Jehu^ 
2.  Kings  ix.  32.  "  Who  is  on  my  fide  ?  Who  ?'*  Well, 
if  you  will  now  appear  or  declare  for  Chrid,  then  you 
.  mud  throw  your  luds,  like  Jetcbel,  out  of  the  window, 
to  be  da(hed  in  pieces. 

When  you  fee  the  communicants  fet  abbut  Chrid*s  tr. 
ble,  you  may  think  on  that  word,  Pfal.  cxxviii^  3.  whev: 
God  promiieth  to  the  righteous  man,  "  That  his  ^Kc 
fbould  be  as  a  fruitful  vine  by  the  fides  of  a  houfe,  and  his 
children  as  olive  plants  round  about  his  tabic**'  Behold 
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hid  promife  made  out  to  Chrift,  God's  righteous  fer 
vant  \  the  church,  Chrift's  fpoufc,  U  a  fruitful  vine,  and 
hath  born  him  many  children :  Would  to  God  theft 
may  be  Chrift^s  children  by  adof  tion,  as  well  as  they 
arc  the  church's  by  profeflion  !  Miay  it  be  laid  of  theft!, 
that  this  pnd  that  man  was  born  of  her  !  O  how  plea- 
iknt  a  (ight  is  it  to  fee  Chrift*8  children  fet  as  -oiiYe 

!)lants  round  about  his  table»  and  to  fee  Chrift  himfetf 
etting  them  there  !  Surely,  if  he  fet  them,  he  will  fern 
them  alfo,  they  (hall  not  have  ground  to  go  away  vidi 
any  complaint  of  him  :  For  Chrift  is  no  niggard  to  bis 
children  ;  he  is  neither  hard-hearted  nor  hard-handed; 
if  his  children  feek  bread,  he  will  not  give  them^a  ftone. 

When  you  are  allowed  to  come  forward  to  the  LonFs 
table,  think  with  yourfelf  that  you  hear  Chrift  or  his 
miiiifters  faying  to  you,  as  the  angels  did  to  the  women 
at  the  fepulchre,  Matth.  xxviii.  5.  6.  *<  W«  know  whom 
ye  feek,  ye  feek  Jefus  which  was  crucified  f  come,  fee 
the  place  where  the  Lord  lay  :**  come^  fee  the  pronufei 
come,  fee  the  elements  wherein  the  Lord  lieth. 

And,  in  the  mean  while,  take  care  to  entertain  very 
high  and  e  .malted  thoughts  of  Chrift,  and  very  low  and 
humble  thoughts  of  yourfelf-  Say,  or  think,  •*  Lord 
I  am  not  worthy  to  approach  fo  near  thee,  far  lefs  that 
thou  (houldft  come  under  my  roof.  I  am  not  worthy  to 
eat  the  crumbs  that  fall  from  my  own,  much  lefs  thofe 
that  fall  from  thy  table.  Oh,  I  am  unworthy  to  be 
allowed  to  creep  as  a  dog  under  the  table,:  far  lefi  to 
fit  as  one  of  Chrift's  invited  gncfts  at  the  table.  I  dc- 
ferve  not  room  to  ftand  amongft  thy  fervants,  far  lefs 
to  fit  down  with  thy  children.  I  deferve  not  to  have 
daily  bread  conferred  on  me,  and  fhali  I  be  allowed  to 
eat  of  the  bread  of  life  ?  I  am  unu-orthy  to  li&  up  my 
eyes  to  heaven,  and  (hall  I  get  manna  from  heaven  ?  I 
am  not  worthy  to  eat  the  bread  of  men,  and  fliall  I  be 
admitted  to  eat  the  bread  of  angels  ?  S^all  I  entertain 
him  whom  they  adore :  nay,  fit  down  wi&  him  at 
whofe  feet  they  fall  ?  Shall  I,  who  am  unworthy  to 
tread  thy  ground,  be  allowed  to  tveod .  tbf  xourts  ? 
Shall  I,  that  am  unworthy  to  breathe  in  thy  -air,  have 
thy  Spirit  to  breathe  into  my  heart,  or  haye  leave  to 
breath  out  mv  dcfircs  unto  thee  ?"  ^  > 
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0  how  great  ie  the  condefcendinjr  goodnefs  of  our 
heavenly  Father  to  his  prodigal  children  !    Thefe  are  ' 

'wonders  of  mercy,  miracleft  of  eompaflion  ! 

Some  iirtBionsfor  ComtnunicanU  when  at  the  Lories  Table. 

1  WOULD  have  you  at  this  time  to  mind  that  word 
of  Solomon,  Prov.  xxiti.  i.  '<  When  thou  fitted  to  eat 
with  a  ruler,  confider  diligently  what  is  before  thee.^' 
O  commuaicant,  confider  diligentl^y  the  iacramental  ele- 
vnents,-  and  what  is  reprdented  and  exhibited  by  them. 
Omfider  the  fiiCTamentai  promifes,  and  what  hleffings 
are  contamed  in  them.  ConGder  the  facramental  ac- 
tions, and  the  gracious  a£ls  which  the  foul  fiiould  put 
forth  with  thenu  It  (bould  be  a  bufy  time,  and  well 
.impnyrtn  ;  for  though  it  be  fliort,  yet  you  have  many 
diings  to  do  in  it,  which  may  generally  be  comprehen- 

ided  under  thefe  two  heads  : 

I  •  Remember  the  fuitable  fubje^is  which  are  to  be 
confsdered  and  nneditated  on  at  the  table. 

2.  Qbferve  and  exert  the  fpecial  graces  which  are  to 
be  employed  and  exercifed  there. 

As  to  the  firft  of  thefe  heads,  I  (hall  mention  fome 
iuitable  fubje£b  of  your  meditation  and  contemplation 
at  this  time  $  as,  i.  Chrift's  death  and  p:^fi[ion.  2.  The 
Utternefs  and  'variety  of  his  fuffiering^.  3.  Chrift's  wiU 
lingnefs  to  undergo  thefe  fuffering?  for  us.  4^  llie 
blefled  efiefls  and  benefits  of  hisfufferings.  5.  Chrift's 
^ree  love,  as  .die  impulfive  caufe  of  all  he  did  and  fuf- 
'fered.  6.  The  evil  of  fin,  which  brought  on  hts  fuf- 
Yerings.  7»  God's  holineiis  and  juftice  tnanifefted  in 
them.  8.  The  ^ommunion^feaft  .above,,  reprefented  by 
this  lower  table. 

i.  Remember  and  meditate  upon  the  death  and  pafiion 
of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  JQavid  hath  alPfalm,  which 
he  calls  a  Ffiilm  of  remembrance.  Pfalin.kxxviii.,  Here 
the  Son  of  David  hath  a  fiicraxaent,. which. may  w.ell  be 
called  a  facrament  of . remembrance  \  for  the  great  end 
•of  it  is'to  be  at meoAOTial^of  Chrift. its  author  aiidf^nd. 
•er :  For  herald,  when  he  inftituted  it.  This  doy  ^in  n- 
^embrafice  of  me  s  and  we 'find  thefe  words  u{ed(  twice 
over,  both  at  the  delivering  of  the  bread  .and  pf  -  the 
wine^i  X  Cor.  ^.^24.  35.  As  if  he.had:£iid,  Wliatever 
'  3  U  2  »    ^.^^ 
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you  mtnd,  fee  that  you  forget  not  your  fuffiering  Re- 
deemer. -  Some  of  Cbrift's  urorks  are  narrated  only  by 
one  evangelxft,  as  his  turning  the  water  into  wine,  «iid 
fome  others ;  fome  of  liis  works  are  recorded  by  iwo 
evangeliftst  as  the  hiftory  of  Chrift's  birth  by  Matthew 
and  Luke;  fome  things  are  recorded  by  three  of  them, 
/  as  the  inilitution  of  the  facrament  of  the  fupper':  fist 
as  for  Chrift's  death  and  paflion,  it  is  recorded  by  dicm 
all  four.  And  this  is  done  no  doubt  to  teach  us,  that 
thoufrh  all  Chrift's  works  and  adionsare  ferioufly  tobe 
remembered  and  thought  upon,  yet  none  fd  efpccially 
as  his  death  and  fuffcrings.  And,  when  (hould  this  be 
thought  upon,  if  not  at  the  facrament,  whofe  inftitatk)ii 
was  purpofely  for  the  remembrance  thereof  ?  O  core- 
inunicanty  will  ye  nor  think  of  this  fubje£l  when  you 
Jhave  Chrift  crucifiiid  «?vidently  fct  forth  befcnre  your 
eyes,  in  the  bread  brok«»n  and  the  wine  pcpured  out? 
Oh  was  h\h  bl<  Hcd  bo(iy  broken  with  torments,  2nd  his 
precious  blood  ihcd  tor  the  remiflfKni  of  my  (in :  And 
will  1  not  think  upon  him  ?  Dear  Saviour,  thou  bid- 
dell  me  remember  thee  :  Oh  how  (liould  I  ever  forget 
thee  at  any  time,  and  far  lefs  now  when  1  fit  at  thy  ta- 
ble I  If  I  forget  thee,  O  Redeemer,  let  my  right 
hand  forget  its  cunning,  let  my  tongue  cleave  to  the 
roof  of  my  mouth.  O  that  I  could  ever  go  out  of  my- 
felf  to  remember  thee,  and  never  think  on  thee  without 
an  extafy  of  wonder  ! 

IL  Think  upon  the  bitternefs  of  Chrift's  paflTion,-  and 
the  variety  of  his  fufferings,  and  re\'olve  in  tfiy  thoughts 
the  feveral  fteps  and  degrees  thereof.  And  particular- 
ly take  a  view  of  your  Redeemer's  agony  in  the  garden 
of  Gethfemane  \  walk  into  that  garden,  and  behold  him 
falling  to  the  ground  under  the  weight  of  your  fins, 
wredling  as  in  an  agony,  and  fweating  great  drops  of 
blood,  and  thefe  burfting  through  all  his  garments*  O 
fee  how  he  lay,  and  how  he  bedewed  anid  ftained  the 
Howers  of  the  garden  round  about  him  with  his  blood. 
Nev4r  any  in  the  world  was  knowa  to  fweat  in  fuch  a 
manqer  before,  and  never  any  fince  that  time.  In  a 
natural  way  of  fpeaking,  die  coldnefs  of  the  night,  bis 
lying  on  the  cold  ground,  and  the  exceeding  greatnefs 
pf  (nkuiit's  fear  at  that  time,  (hould  have  drawn  all  his 
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blood  tnirflifrd  from  the  outward  parts  of  bis  body.  ••  O 
but  this  (Weat  was  preternatural!  He  fweats  without 
fire,  and  bleeds  without  a^  wound. .  There  was  no  beat, 
.  no  fire  without  him  that  made  him  fweat  at  that  ttme-; 
^no,  the  fire  was  within  him,  even  the  £rc'  of  .God's 
wrath  kindled  in  his  foul ;  tins  made  the  blood  about 
bis  heart  to  boil  and  burft  through  his  veins,  flefh,  fkin, 
clothes*  and  all  together.  There  was  no  wound  out* 
^ward  as  yet  given  him,  no  fword»  no  fpear»  ilo  weapon 
iBs  yet  had  touched  himy  and  yet  he  bleeds :  Oh,  the 
wound  was  inward  in  his  foul ;  deep  and  fearful  was 
the  |2:a(h  which  the  fword  of  jufttcc  made  at  this  time 
f  B  bis  foul :  The  breach  was  wide  as  the  fea,  and  ac- 
cordingly a  whole  fea  of  wrath  brake  in  with  violence 
upon  his  foul*  He  falls  firft  upon  his  knees,  and  theu 
upon  the  ground ;  he  lies  under  the  prefTure  till  he  is 
overwhelmed  with  his  Father's  wrath  and  his  own 
blood.  Deep  called  unto  deep,  till  all  thefe  dreadful 
wnves  and  billows  paiTed  over  him.  He  cried  to  his 
Father,  be  complained  to  difciples,  he  fought  their  fjrm- 
pathy  and  prayers  ;  but  no  relief  had  he  from  that 
airth  ;  be  muft  tread  the  wine  prefs  alone. 

Next,  O  communicants,  follow  your  Redeemer  after 
he  was  apprehended,  by  your  meditations,  and  trace  hig 
fteps  through  the  ftreets  of  Jerufalem :  Think  what  he 
'Vnderwent  when  h?  was  hurried  from  one  tribunal  to 
another.  Go  into  the  high  prieft's  palace  and  to  Pilate's 
ju4gment-hall^  and  obferve  what  unparalleled  affronts 
and  indignities  he  fuffered  there^  and  none  to  take  his 
part  f  he  was  reproached,  defpifed,  and  abandoned  by  all 
'men,  as  if  he  had  been  the  worft  of  men,  and  unworthy 
to  breathe  in  the  world.  He  was  put  in  competition 
with  a  vile  murderer  for  his  life,  and  yet  the  x^iurderer 
is  preferred  before  him*  Yea,  his  own  chofen  difciples, 
who  had  been  eyes'^witneiff  s  of  his  miracles,  and  ear- 
^toefies  of  his  oracles,  they  turn  their  backs  on  bim 
%irith  the  refl; ;  one  of  them  betrays  him,  another  denies 
him^  and  all  the  reft  forfake  hina.  Behold  how  unwor- 
Ithy  men  bufi'et  him,  blindfold  him,  and  fpit  on  that 
beautiful  face  which  angels  behold  with  wondtr.  Ik« 
JI0I4  bow  he  was  fcourged,  dragged  up  and  ddwn,  af- 
•      ■  '    fronted 
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fronted  :ind  mocked  a  whole  night  on  yoar  aocount»  ai 
if  he  had  been  the  derifion  of  wicked  men  and  devil;. 
Now  die  devil  thought,  if  Chrift  was  to  be  che  elcd's 
iurery^  and  was  to  pluck  them  out  of  his  clawc,  he 
flicmld  psy  well  for  them  ere  he  ^ot  them  ;  and  tliere- 
fore  many  a  wound  and  buffet  got  he  :  But  content  is 
our  Redeemer  to  take  all»  to  get  his  ele£l  free  and  (Ju 
In  the  next  place,  behold  how  die  heavy  tree  of  the 
trof»  was  laid  and  fattened  on  the  fore  and  bleeding  (houl- 
dlets  of  our  Saviour,  and  he  obliged  to  carry  it  to  the 
place  of  execution.     Follow  him  in  your  thoughts,  and 
iee  him  wrcilKng  under  the  weight,when  going  up  mount 
Calvary  ;  He  carries  it,  till  he  can  carry  it  no  funher, 
he  is  fpent  and  founders  under  the  load,  yet  dcGres  no 
relief.     Afcend  mount  Calvary,  and  there  fee  the  crofii 
laid  down  upon  the  ground,  and  Chrift,  the  blefled  vic- 
tim, laid  down  upon  the  crofs,  which  was  a  rack  as  well 
S3  a  deadi ;  fee  \mm  he  is  racked  and  nailed  to  it  by  the 
bloody  e3cecutioners.     And  then  behold  the  curfed  tree 
i:ft::d  up  with  the  Lord  of  glory  fattened  to  it,  and  fixed 
on  the  topcf  mount  Calvary,  as  a  facrifice  to  {uttice  for 
an  elecl  world.     Behold  him  ranked  among  malefaclors, 
vnd  hanging  betwixt  two  thieves.     Behold  lus  hands  and 
feet  pierced  and  rent  with  nails,  his  glorious  head  cover- 
ed with  a  crown  of  thorns,  and  his  tender  fide  run  thro' 
with  a  fpear.  See  how  the  thorns  pierce  bis  holy  head  ; 
fee  how  his  precious  blood  trickles  down  from  his  ma- 
ny wounds ',  fee  how  his  royal  vifage  turns  pale ;  fee 
how  his  head  bows,  and  lies  a- dying  on  his  Uee£ng 
brenft.     Is  not  this  an  aSccling  fight  ? 

Again,  Confider  the  prodigious  outward  darlmelk 
that  was  on  Chrift  during  his  paiTion  on  the  crofe  for 
fcveral  hours  together,  to  ttiew  the  horrible  inward 
r^nrknefs  that  was  on  his  foul  while  the  wrath  of  God 
2cled  airainft  him  as  beini;  die  facrifice  for  the  world's 
f:n<.  We  read,  that  while  Abraham  was  ofiering  bis 
facrifice,  Gen.  xv.  12.  the  fun  was  going  down,  and 
an  horror  of  great  daikncfs  fell  upon  him.  So  fared  it 
with  Chritt,  while  he  od'ered  himfolf  a  facrifice  for  ui. 
Now,  the  Lord  revealed  his  wrath  from  heaven  againfi 
the  tmrightcoufneis  of  the  worid^  which  was  at  ibis 
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time  laid  on  Chrift.  Our  Redccmet  lay  under  this  ^ztSu' 
nefk,  to  (how  tfart  we  fliould  have  fuflfered  the  horror 
of  darknrfs  for  ever,  even  that  blacknefs  of  darknefs, 
which  the  apoftlc  Judc  fpeaks  of.  But,  glory  to  -Gedi, 
the  hlacknets  of  darknefs  caufed  bjr  God's  wrath  for  fiii« 
"Was  now  laid  on  our  Surety.  Strange !  God  ca^felh 
his  fun  to  (hine  upon  the  ]uft  and  nrjuil,  bat  on  4Mir 
Redeemer  now  it  nmil  not  (hine,  as  if,  of  all  the  ttnjtift 
ones  in  the  world,  he  were  the  moft  unjuft,  kwiu^Aib 
whole  injudice  of  the  ele£t  laid  to  his  charge.  Oh, 
fpotlefs  Lamb  of  God  !  Inr«ocent  Redeemer  of  man* 
kind  i  Moil  pure  and  juft  one,  that  never  offended  a^  . 
gainft  the  law  I  And,  muft  thou  be  de  dt  with  as  the 
moft  unjuft  perfon  that  ever  breathed  in  the  world,  be- 
caufe  of  the  injuftlce  of  others  ?  Now  all  the  powers 
of  earth  and  hell  were  let  loofe  againft  our  Redeemers 
al}  thefe  lions,  bulls',  dogs,  and  unicorns,  w«re  fet  up« 
on  him  to  tear  him  And,  was  it  not  enough  diat 
earth  and  hell  were  agjinil  him,  b»t  mud  heaven  fet 
itfelf  ag;^ir.ft  him  too,  and  declare  its  indignation  bf 
that  viub>e  iign  of  the  horrible  cominned^larknefs.  Oh, 
that  was  heavier  '<md  (harper  to  our  Redeemer  than  aS 
the  reft  of  his  fuffering? :  Under  the  reft  hs  was  iilentp 
but  now  he  cannot  hold  his  peace ;  and  therefore  feadi 
forth  that  formidable  loud  cry,  **  My  God,  niy  God^ 
why  hcift  thou  forfuken  me  ?^  During  the  continuance 
of  thefe  three  dark  hours  was  Chrift  drinking  the  bitter 
cup ;  and  now  he  comes  to  the  bottosa  and  bittereft . 
dhregs  of  it.  Now  were  the  inveiiomed  arrows  of  the 
Almighty  piercing  liim  in  the  moft  fer^fible  part;  and 
tfaere£)rehe  muft  cry.  O  how  juftly  then  might  he 
have  cried  out  with  job,  and  with  better  ground  too 
than  h?,  Job  xix.  21**  Have  pity  upon  me,  have  pi- 
ty upon  me,  O  ye  my  friends ;  for  the  hand  of  God 
ftath  touched  me  !"  How  truly  might  the  hufband  now 
have  taken  up  the  fpoufe^s  lamentation,  Lam.  i.  22* 
**  Is  it  nothing  to  you,  all  ye  that  paf:»  by  ?  Behold 
and  fee,  if  there  be  any  forrow  like  unto  my  forrow, 
which  is  done  unto  me,  wherewkh  the  Lord  hath.af- 
flided  me. in  the  day  of  his  fierce  wrath  1 '  Do  but  t- 
oiagine  what  exceffive  pain  and  exceilive  torment  he 
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nnc'erwent  both  in  foul  and  body,  when  he  made  dui 
fearful  outcry  :  And  canft  thou,  O  coRimunicant,  fee 
fuch  a  tr^dy  a£ted  on  the  bleeding  Jcfus  with  dry 
eyes  ^  This  facrament  is»  as  it  were,  a  vifiUe  fernion 
on  our  Saviour's  paflion  ;  in  it  we  behold  the  whole  tra- 
gedy that  was  a£led  on  the  crob.  Here  we  view  the 
whole  circumdances  of  the  barbarous  malice  of  the 
Jews  and  Romans,  a^ainft  the  innocent  Son  of  God. 
And  we  Ihould  endeavour  to  be  as  much  afieded  there- 
with,  as  if  we  had  feen  che  fame  aded  with  our  bodily 
eyes. 

Moreover,  Think  now  upon  Chrift's  cry  upon  the 
crofs,  iehcn  he  fa  id,  /  thirfl^  I  th'irjl.  No  wonder  he 
cried  fo,  when  there  was  a  furnace  of  wrath  kindled  in 
his  foul,  a  fire  that  dried  up  his  ftrength  and  moifture 
like  a  potflierd,  and  made  lus  tongue  cleave  to  his  jaws. 
A  ftranpe  complaint  I  Ithlrfti  The  creator  is  thirlling, 
and  there  is  no  creature  to  give  refreOiment.  Strange ! 
Might  not  one  have  cried,  •*  O  where  were  all  the  wells 
in  Jerufalem  at  this  time  ?  Where  all  the  fountains,  ri- 
vers, and  lakes  in  the  world  ?  Where  all  the  vines  of  that 
fruitful  land,  when  my  Lord  and  Saviour  could  not  get 
a  drink  ?  Fy  upon  you  all,  that  would  let  glorious  King 
Je fus  be  burnt  up  with  third."  O,  but  they  might  have 
anfwerpd,  •*  We  dare  not  own  nor  relieve  him  at  this 
time  :  God  hath  laid  an  arreft  on  us,  and  we  dare  not 
break  it  to  ferve  our  mailer."  How  ftrange  to  hear 
the  fountains  and  vines  fay.  We  will  give  Pilate  and 
Herod,  and  all  the  enemies  of  Chrift  drink  ;  but  we  will 
give  Chrift  himfelf  none,  though  he  die  for  third  !  Oh, 
is  there  no  liquor  for  precious  Chrid  in  all  the  earth, 
but  bitter  gall  and  vinegar  to  increafe  his  third  and  tor- 
ment :  Net  a  cup  of  cold  water  for  the  Lord  of  glory, 
not  a*  drop  to  cool  his  fcorched  tongue ;  but  he  mud  die 
crying  out,  I  thirft.  But  O,  if  my  Saviour  had  not 
thtrded  on  the  crofs,  I  had  thirdcd  with  Dives  in  hell ; 
nay,  all  the  e!e£l  had  lirn  there  in  that  lake  of  (ire,  and 
cried  for  ever,  /  thirjly  I  tklrfi. 

And  further,  Confidcr  the  extent  and  univerfality  of 
his  fufVoTir.gs.  He  fuffered  in  both  natures.  His  God- 
hc-d  indeed  could  not  fuficr  grief,  but  it  fu&ered  an  e- 
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dipfe,  and  lay  under  a  Tail  for  thirty  three  yearst  except 
one  hour  it  broke  out  and  (bone  on  mount  Tabpr^ 
He  fuffered  in  all  his  offices^^forthfy  mocked  and  ri- 
diculed him  as  a  prophet,  defpifed  and  infulted  him  as 
a  prieft,  abufed  and  flig:hted  him  as  a  kixig^  puttinf(  a 
mdck  fceptre  in  his  hand,  and  arraying  him  with  an  old 
purple  robe,  mock  habiliments  of  majefty.  He  fuffer- 
ed in  all  the  powers  and  faculties  of  his  foul,  and  in  all 
the  fenfes  and  members  of  his  body :  His  head,  hearty 
bandS)  back,  fides,  and  feet,  were  ail  mangh  d  and  pier- 
ced, and  no  part  of  him  free  but  his  tongue^  to  pray  fot 
his  enemies.  He  fuffered  in  his  outward  goods  \  for 
what  he  had  of  chi^  kind  were  his  garments,  and  thefe 
were  takcti  from  him.  Moreover,  he  was  wounded  in 
his  name  and  reputation ;  for  he  fufiered  as  a  blaf- 
phemer  ag^inft  God,  as  a  traitor  againft  the  Romaa 
emperor,  and  as  an  enemy  to  Mofes's  law^  though  he 
was  entirely  innocent  as  to  all  the  three.  He  fuffered 
from  all  hands  \  from  heaven,  from  earthy  from  hell ; 
from  Herod,  from  Pilate,  from  the  High  Prieft  :  from 
the  Romans,  from  the  Jews,  from  the  foldiers ;  from 
thie  clergy ;  from  the  lawyers;  from  rulers^  from  com* 
mons  (  from  friends,  from  foes :  from  difciples,  from 
firangers ;  all  were  againft  him :  But,  which  was.worft 
of  all,  God  was  againft  him  too.  For  he  being  fubfti- 
tute  in  the  room  of  finners,  God  a£led  as  an  inexora- 
ble judge  toward  him  \  he  fmote  him  with  the  fword  of 
juftice,  frowned  on  him  in  a  terrible  manner^  and  vinith- 
drew  from  him  all  the  fenfible  feelings  of  his  loving* 
IcindneCs,  and  reflrained  the  influence  of  thofe  beams 
which  might  any  way  refrefh  his  troubled  foul  in  the 
hour  of  his  greateft  need.  So  that  there  was  never  any 
forrow  like  our  Redeemer's  forrow. 

Hence  it  was  that  he  offered  up  his  fupplkations  with 
Juch  Jirong  crying  and  iearsy  Heb.  v.  7,  Hearken,  O 
communicant,  how  Chrift  wept  and  fobbed  in  the  gar- 
den, and  how  loud  he  cried  on  the  crofs.  Fatter,  Fa^ 
tber  :  Mercy,  mercy :  My  God,  my  Ga4*  But,  what 
a  fray  think  you  was  there  in  heaven  at  this  time  h — 
Why  ?  The  Son  of  God  weeping !  The  Creator  of  the 
earth  crying  and  fobbing  on  the  earth  1  Never  was  there 
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fuch  t  comniotion  in  leaTcn  or  earth,  eifher  befor^y  (Ht 
ever  (hall  be  after.  What  a  ftir  was  there  among  the 
an^elti  when  their  Lord  was  weeping,  crying,  and  fok 
bing  ?  How  amazed  were  they,  and  intent  upon  the  if- 
fue  I  Strange !  might  they  far,  he  tlua  takes  t^tbeijtet 
01  a  Utile  things  crying  fo  hideoufly  at  this  time  \  He 
Ih.^t  can  bear  up  hearen  and  earth  with  a  finger,  weq^ 
ing  !  What  can  be  the  matter  ?  Surelv  there  was  more 
than  the  tree  on  Chrift's  back,  more  than  the  thorns  in 
hti  temples,  or  the  nails  in  his  hands  and  feet*  Oh, 
there  were  tlie  curfes  of  God's  law  on  the  tree  that 
Chriil  bore,  which  were  heayier  than  ten  thoufanJ 
mountains  of  iron  !  The  poifon  of  God's  wrath  went 
in  with  the  thorns  and  the  iron  nails,  and  entered  into 
his  very  fouK 

Chrid^s  martyrs  and  fufferers  hare  rejoiced  in  their 
fufierings,  and  fung  praifes  under  their  tortures ;  and 

Jet  Chrift,  who  is  the  author  of  their  ftrength  and  com- 
brt,  doth  himfelf  complain  and  weep !  Oh  but  all  Ae 
martyrs  fufierings  were  nothing  but  flea-bitings  to 
Chr ill's  !  ihcy  iuid  God's  prefcnce  with  them  in  their 
trials  ;  but  Chrift  had  God  angry  and  withdrawn  from 
him  :  Nay,  the  Lord  did  run  upon  him  as  a  giant,  and 
made  him  the  butt  of  his  envenomed  arrows.  Hence 
it  was,  that  our  Lord,  at  the  fight  of  his  wrath,  began 
to  fear  and  be  ibre  amazed,  Mark  xiv.  33  The  ^ord 
in  the  original  language  is  ehthambeijlhai^  i.  .c.  to  he  tf- 
jhmjhed  uitb  temr.  To  fee  millions  of  men  defpair- 
i/i>.,  i$  not  fo  much  as  to  fee  Chrift  beginning  to  fear* 
And  O  it  was  not  a  fmall  fear  that  was  on  our  Re« 
deemcr  ^  no,  it  was  a  great  fear  and  amazement.  Ne^ 
▼er  was  any  man  fo  afraid  of  the  torments  of  hell,  as 
Clirill  ((landing  in  our  room)  was  of  his  Father^s  wrath ; 
becaufe  never  man  knew  the  power  of  that  wrath  fo 
well  as  he..  O  what  anguifh  was  there  at  Chrifl*s  heart, 
that  made  it  to  bleed  without  anv  outward  violence,  and 
that  blood  to  burft  through  botn  fl.:(h,  (kin  and  gar- 
ments at  once  I  The  perfe£l  knowledge  which  Chrifl 
had  of  things  aggravated  his  fufierings :  He  did  not 
ihut  his  eyes  when  he  drank  the  cup  ;  no,  he  perfedly 
tiaw  how  drqxilh  and  bitter  it  waS|  and  yet  he  ventur- 
ed 
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ed  OB  it.  Many  men  fear  not  beU,  becaufe  they  do 
forefoe  it  not  \  if  tbey  did  fee  that  pit  open  for  them 
before  they  came  at  it,  it  might  perhaps  caule  them 
tremble  at  their  fins^  and  many  wicked  men  might  nin 
mad  at  the  horror  of  it :  But  Chrift  clearly  forefaw  all 
he  met  with,  which  was  far  greater  and  wovfe  than  thr 
tomients  of  any  damned  foul  \  and  this  made  him  to 
be  amazed  with  fear. 

Finally,  conGder  how  our  Redeemer  at  laft  bowed 
his  head,  and  gave  up  the  ghoft  \  Strange  fight !  to 
lee  the  Lord  of  Life  death's  prifooer !  to  \tt  the 
Princely  bead  of  Jefus  falling  down  upon  his  breaft ! 
To  fee  the  Lord  of  life  wanting  life ;  to  fee  thefe  eyes^ 
ahat  were  oft  lift  up  to  heaven  in  prayer,  now  waxed 
dim  and  fixed  that  they  cannot  rtimt !  To  fee  that 
mouth,  that  fpake  as  never  man  fpake»  now  filent  and 
not  able  to  fpealfa  word!  An  afie£ling  fight i  The 
world  never  faw  the  like  !  To  fee  the  fair  corpfe  of  glo» 
itous  Jefus  rolled  in  linetf^  and  laid  in  a*  filent  grave  I 
To  fee  him  lying  there  dead,  that  raifed  L»x«rus  from 
the  grave,  to  fee  him  wanting  Yiie^  that  gave  life  to  men 
land  angels  ^  and  all  for  thy  fake»  O  believing  eommvy 
xiicant ! 

And  then^  how  moving  were  the  circumftances  of  his 
paffion  \  Remember  how  ihamefully  tbe  Lord  of  glory 
wag  put  to  death,  how  he  was  ftript  and  hung  naked  be- 
fore all  Ifraely  and  before  the  fun.  Andf  where  was  it? 
Even  at  Jerufalem,  wliich  he  had  honoured  with  his 
prefence,  taught  with  hb  preachings,  aftomflied  vith  his 
miracles,  and  bewailed  with  his  tears  *'  O  Jerufalem^ 
Jerufalem  (faid  he)  how  oft  would  i  have  gathered  yottt 
but  you  would  not !  O  if  thou  hadft  known  in  this  thy 
day  !^  &c. ^What  place  in  Jerufalem  was  it  ?  With- 
out the  gates  of  Calvary,  among  the  ftinking  bones  of 
Tile  malefadprs.  When  was  it  ?  At  the  pafibvaf^  a  time 
of  great  concourfe  of  all  the  Jews  and  profelytes :  A  time 
when  they  ihould  receive  the  figure,  they  reje£):  the  fub- 
Aance }  when  they  (hould  kiQ  and  eat  the  lacramental 
lamb  in  faith  andthankfuhiefs,  they  kill  the  immaculate 
Lamb  of  God  our  true  paflbver  in  cn^elty  and  contempt* 
•—With  whom  ?  Even  in  midft  of  two  thieves,  as 
if  he  had  been  the  captain  of  thieves.  How  great  was 
3X2  the 
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the  «ti(CTace  and  contempt  that  was  poured  on  the  {[b' 
I^DUs  KcclremcT  of  Ifrar*. !  Behold,  he  who  thought  it 
no  rohb'ry  to  he  cqu;il  witi.  God,  is  himfelf  made  eqnal 
mrith  rohScrs  and  malef;t Aors !  Jeremy  laments  it»  in  U* 
raeFt  cafe,  as  a  piece  of  the  nioft  reproachful  treatment, 
that  princCR  wtrc  hung  up  by  their  hands.  Lam.  v.  12. 
Oh,  thus  was  the  Prince  of  the  kings  o£the  earth  treat- 
cd  for  our  fakes ;  and;,  (hall  we  not  be  deeply  affcdci 
'with  it? 

11 F.  Another  fuitable  fubjefl  of  meditation  attbe 
Lord's  tabic,  is  the  willingncls  of  our  Redeemer  to  on- 
df  rf*o  all  thefe  fuflfcrings  for  us.  He  was  no- wife  im- 
|iortuiicd  or  compelled,  but  moft  freely  undertook  to 
my  the  eleft's  debt,  Pfal.  xl.  7.  8-  "  Then,  faid  I,  I-o, 
T  come,  I  delight  to  do  thy  will."  As  if  he  had  £ud, 
••  Father,  I  fee  no  other  is  able  to  pjy  the  debt  of  thefe 

Cor  bankrupts,  'llie  I^vitical  priefts,  for  all  the 
Alts  they  hare  killed,  and  all  the  facrifices  they  ha?e 
rtfered  thefe  many  hundred!  of  years,  they  hare  not 
hern  sble  to  pay  lb  much  as  one  farthing  of  the  elcd*s 
debt  t\>  thi*  clav  ;  ii  is  all  entirely  owing  ftill."  *•  Sa- 
crifice an.?  offerirg  thou  wouKierf  not  ;**  I  fee  thefe  will 
iY«  Jo ;  but  I  k!>ow  what  will :  Then  faid  he,  **  I^,  I 
cMtie  ;**  rik  be  tcrety,  and  I  will  do  the  work  cffedu- 
Mr ;  bit:  I  rru'l  leate  the  pory  of  heaTcn  for  a  time. 
'Itk^w  t*nrwe\U  Father,  for  th-ity-threc  years ;  tarewell, 
M  IV %  iLT^j:el:Js  arv'.  x*.'.  my  fjiir.:*,  tiii  I  come  ba^k  again; 
I  mut^  3:v^*A:\i  rf;:eie  thefe  peiiibJng  fouls,  and  1  will 
do  \t  ^*  cctyvnV  *  l>>e  Lcii  f*:ih  to  us,  by  that  wife 
ir»«r.  S>5onvr,  '•  F^  rc4  'urerr  fcr  ary  man:"  Bur, 
tiitfc  Chnit.  l>ANii:\  I  r^J  :--i:  lir-ce  to  od^rs,  yet  I 
wil*.  r,'^!  n'te  •:  :c  r-vf?:: ;  I  -srSl  Se  f^irerr  for  =::anT 

he  :;lr:^  *wjt  fcT  ::  Vi  bfir:  l^Crrii  :V:  lives: ;  I  c*3- 
DCC  :';x  tSer.*  ryrrwr:  Ir.rr  ;^  rrrrril  rri^x:,  ttIki:  I  laa 
>b3if  r.'*  TvtT  tSrr  .%rr: .  I  •-. .  r-~  t^^i  r.iT  ii  for  ires. 
Wr  .  wSrr  rSr  r.-v  rj-f  rr  tit  rie  c-icst,  cic  re 
bcpr  x*'  Tvif  rSi-  Vv:.-rt..T  '*    ^*">ir  i»e   f^r:ii  ie   ctbt 
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fays  he  **  have  I  defired  to  cat  this  paflbvcr;**  becaufc  now 
the  term  of  payment  which  I  long  looked  for  is  cpme* 
/One  might  have  thought,  for  as  frank  as  he  is  in  under- 
taking, yet  ftay  till  he  once  tafte  the  bitter  cup  ho  is  to 
dritik,  hell  perhaps  cliange  his  mind,  and  begin  to 
fhrink  frbni  it.  No,  no,  the  tafte  he  had  got  of  the 
cap*s  brim  made  him  thirit  the  more  eameftly  for  the 
very  diegs  of  it,  that  he  might  get  his  poor  tUGt  put 
altogether  beyond  the  danger  of  it,  Luke  xii.  50.  *'  I 
have  a  baptifm  to  be  baptis^ed  with,  and  how  am  I  ftrait- 
cned  till  it  be*accompli(hed  I**  U  is  a  terrible  black  cloud 
that  hangs  over  my  peoples  heads  j  I  long  for  its  break- 
ing upon  me  their  Surety,  that  I  may  get  them  fafe,  and 
out  of  all  hazard.  And  when  Peter  drew  a  fword  to 
defend  his  mafter,  and  prevent  his  fufFering :  *^  Hold 
'  thy  hand  (faith  he  to  Peter)  no  fwords ;  the  ciip  that 
my  Father  hath  given  me,  ihall  I  not  drink  it  ?  It  is  a 
bitter  cup  indeed.  I  fin4  it  from  the  large  draught  I 
have  taken  of  it  juft  now  in  the  garden  ;  but  though  it 
be  bitter,  yet  it  is  jufl; :  I  have  undertaken  it  as  the  ele&'s 
Surety  ;  and,  Peter,  will  you  hinder  a  man  to  pay  his 
debt  ?  What  then  would  become  "of  all  my  ele6l:*s  fouls» 
and  of  your  foul  among  the  reft  ?  If  this  cup  be  death 
to  me,  it  would  be  eternal  damnation  to  you.  I  have 
legions  of  angels  ready  to  refcue  me,  if  I  needed  thent  $ 
diey  are  all  looking  on,  and  waiting  my  orders :  But 
keep  your  pofts,  ye  angels  \  come  none  of  you  to  my 
afliftance  :  Let  no  man  draw  a  fword,  and  let  none  o£ 
tny  difciples  offer  to  interpofe ;  for  J  am  refolved  to  pay 
their  debt,  I  will  lay  down  my  life  for  my  (heep.  Let 
Jonah  then  be  xaft  into  the  fea,  and  ye  ftiall  be  all  fafe.*! 
Oh,  what  a  willing  facrifice  was  our  Redemer !  He  is 
content  to  fwim  in  a  fea  of  wrath  for  us  the  fpace  of 
thirty- three  years ;  and  never  defired  deliverance  till  the 
fea  is  perfe<^Iy  calm,  and  hi$%ele(^  out  of  hazard  of  be- 
ing fwallowed  up.  .       . 

Confider  how  he  quickened  the  traitor  Judas,  and 
bade  him  make  difpatch,  when  he  was  going  about  his. 
bloody  work.  He  fung  a  hymn  when  he  was  going  to 
the  garden  to  be  apprehended.  He  caft  himfclf  in  the 
pcrfecutors  way,  goes  forth  to  meet  them,  and  boldly 
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prefents  himfclf  to  them  ;  andi  as  if  they  were  too  Bow 
in  appreheikling  him,  he  quickens  them  to  it»  hj  telliajs 
them  twice  over.  He  was  the  man  they  fought.  And 
then  remember  how  witling  he  was  to  let  malefadon 
bands  be  laid  on  bis  innocent  hands ;  hands  that  never 
dU  cri\  hands  thit  nerer  dole  any  thing,  that  nerer 
filed  blood ;  nay,  hands  that  healed  difeafes,  cured  tbe 
lame*  fed  the  hungry,  and  loofed  our  fetters-  But,  whst 
need  was  there  for  binding  fo  willing  a  prifoner.  He 
was  to  make  no  druggie »  no  refiftance,  but  was  like  a 
}amb  led  to  the  fl-iughter,  without  opening  his  moutL 
0»  but  he  is  willing  to  be  bound  for  our  fakes  !  Father, 
lays  he,  bind  me  and  loofe  them ;  let  me  be  the  t^m 
caiq^ht  in  the  thicket,  flay  me  and  fave  them*  All  their 
ills,  all  their  debts,  all  their  defertp,  be  upon  me ;  as 
Faul  faid  to  Philemon  concerning  Ontfimus,  PhiK  i8« 
^  If  they  have  wronged  thee,  or  owe  thee  ought,  put 
that  on  my  account ;"  charge.it  on  me,  take  payment 
and  fatisfauion  from  me. 

Again,  when  he  was  before  the  high>prieft  accufed, 
nd  witnefles  againft  him,  he  would  not  fay  a  word  in 
fiis  own  defence ;  though  they  could  prove  nothing,  yet 
lie  deGred  not  to  be  releafed.  Though  he  was  entirely 
innocent  of  crime  or  fault  before  the  world,  yet  he 
knew  he  was  guilty  by  imputation  and  Toluntary  fubfti* 
ttttion,  and  therefore  tie  holds  his  peace.  Seeing  he  was 
liable  before  God  as  a  Surety,  he  would  not  hinder  the 
payment,  but  willingly  fubmits  to  the  hardeft  conditions 
of  our  rtlief.  Though  wicked  Pilate  was  convinced  of 
his  innocence,  and  fought  to  fave  his  life,  yet  he  fought 
it  not  himfelf :  Hence  we  read  how  Pilate  fcourged 
Guid  v»ry  fore  with  (harp  platted  cords,  and  then 
brought  him  forth  to  the  people,  to  fee  if  their  hearts 
would  relent,  when  they  faw  him  all  bleeding,  fayinjr, 
Btf,o!d  tie  $nan  :  Surely  (thinks  Pihte)  when  they  fee 
his  furrowed  back  and  bloody  (boulders,  they  will  be 
re  idy  to  fav.  Peer  man^  tkcu  art  ill  enough  bandttd  already 
fir  ofiy  ill  tl^i  kaji  i.W.  But  Oh,  he  knew  no  better : 
Judlce  was  not  fatisfied,  and  thefe  IielUhouods  were  not 
ficistied,  they  mud  hare  his  life,  his  heart's  blood,  or 
nothing.     And  your  iovi::g  Saviour,  O  believer,  fays 
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Amtn  to  it,  you  (hall  have  it,  I  will  dte,  I  will  be  a  fi« 
crifice  for  (iti,  I  will  fatisfy  my  FatheiS  juftice  to  the 
mtermoft)  I  will  have  my  belo?ed  bride  out  <i  danger  ^ 
I  will  not  leave  otie  farthing  of  the  debt  for  my  peb^te 
to  pay. 

Next,  obfcTVe  how  willingly  he  took  the  heaVy  cnrfi 
ttpon  his  bleeding  (houlders  to  carry  it  to  the  ^ace  <^ 
Execution,  though  his  ftrength  was  very  much  fpeat 
already  with  watchingi  wrellling,  buffeting,  fcoarginK 
and  lofs  of  blood.  O  what  a  fight  do  you  think  w^ 
our  Lord  Jefas  going  forth  out  of  the  gates  of  Jettdii'^ 
lem  with  his  heavy  crofs  and  your  fins  on  his  back,  ai!id 
Kke  t6  fall  under  the  burden  as  he  went  1  How  weadc 
was  he  in  body,  and  weary  in  foul,  ere  he  got  to 
the  top  of  mount  Calvary?  And  what  faw  he  be^ 
fbte  him  as  he  was  climbing  that  mount  ?  Nothing 
but  a  curfed  death,  and  a  black  cloud  of  God's  wrath. 
Yea,  he  had  a  load  of  wrath  already  on  his  back,  diat 
was  far  heavier  than  the  crofs  he  was  bearing :  Oh^ 
it  watf  no  wonder  that  he  ftaggered,  foundered,  or  fell 
Otider  hiff  burden ;  fo  that  Simon  the  Cyreniad  Wac 
eompelled  by  his  enemies  to  carry  the  light  end  of  die 
free  behind  him,  left  he  had  died  befoipe  he  came  to 
the  top  of  the  mount4  But  our  loving  Jefus^  thon^li 
he  was  fpent  and  weary  in  his  body,  vet  forward  an4 
wiUihg  was  he  in  his  mind  to  go  and  oe  made  a  (acri* 
fiice  for  us ;  And  therefore  up  the  mouiit  will  he  ps^ 
though  he  fees  juftice,  devils  and  wicked  men  at  the 
top  of  ^it,  watting  to  fallen  on  him  when  he  comet  \ 
.  but,  feting  there  was  no  other  way  to  deliver  his  k>ft 
Iheep,  he  will  go  and  meet  them.  Well,  O  commu- 
Aitant,  obferve  and  take  notice  of  your  Saviour's  fteps^ 
as  he  went  up  the  mount,  with  the  burden  you  iaid  Up- 
dn  his  back,  follow  him  all  the  way  with  an  eye  of  faith: 
Though  it  was  curfedly  heaty,  yet  how  patiently  dotb 
^e  bear  it.  He  complains  not,  ne  opens  not  his  mouth: 
He  will  not  bid  you  or  any  of  the  eled  lend  him  a  life : 
for  he  knows  you  are  not  able  to  bear  the  leaft  grain- 
weight  of  his  burden  -,  it  would  break  your  backs,  and 
eru&  you  to  hell  for  ever :    He  will  bear  it  all  alone ; 

only 
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only  he  will  have  700  to  notice  him  with  the  eye  of  faitbi 
and  to  remember  him  with  love  and  gratitude. 

IV.  Let  the  blefled  effeAs  and  benefits  of  Chnffi 
fuScrings  be  the  fubjed  of  your  thoaghts  at  this  time. 
Hereby  jufticc  is  fatisfied*  and  believers  are  redeemed. 
The  fire  of  divine  anger  is  quenched,  the  nnouth  of  hcD 
ftoptt  the  ocean  of  wrath  dried  up,  the  raging  (a 
quelled*  the  roaring  lion  vanquiOied  ;  the  old  ferpent 
is  unftinged,  and  his  venomous  head  bruifed  *,  the  lav ' 
js  difarmed  of  its  thunders  and  curfes,  and  its  loud  cla- 
mours again  (I  us  filenced ;  our  debts  are  paid,  and  dif- 
charge  obtained ;  ^n  angry  God  becomes  a  reconciled 
Father,  and  both  grace  and  glory  are  purchefcd.  Here- 
by our  putrifying  fores  are  cleanfed,  our  deadly  plagues 
cured,  God's  beautiful  image  reftored,  (laves  of  »tan 
become  fons  of  God,  heirs  of  hell  become  hdrs  of  he^ 
ven,  rebels  againft  heaven  become  favourite^  of  God, 
and  traitors  get  accefs  to  his  throne.  Hereby  the  gates 
of  Paradife  are  opened,  -the  flaming  fword  removedi 
glorious  manfions  prepared,  and  the  crown  of  life  pur- 
chafed  for  believers.  It  was  not  for  nought  that  our 
Redeemer  groaned  and  wept,  fwate  and  ftruggled,  bled 
and  died.  Thefe  great  deliverances  and  mercies  were 
deadly  hard  to  bring  forth.  They  put  our  Redeemer 
to  cry  out,  to  the  amazement  of  angels,  and  horror  of 
men,  "  Wy  God,  my  God,  why  haft  thou  forfaken  me?** 
But,  now  it  is  finilhed,  his  agony  is  over,  the  deliver- 
ance 18  wrought,  and  redemption  is  purchafed :  Juftice 
now  faith,  *^  it  is  enough,  I  am  fully  fatii-fied  with  the 
Surety's  payment,  I  demand  no  more  ;"  the  facrifice  is 
of  a  fweet  fmelling  favour  to  me,  and  it  perfumes  all 
the  clefts  perfons  and  performances.  Nay,  fo  efiicacioos 
and  acceptable  were  thefe  fufFerings,  that  the  virtue  of 
them  reaches  back  to  the  beginning  of  the  world,  and 
extends  forward  to  the  end  of  it.  God  was  fo  well 
pleafed  with  them,  that  he  accepted  of  them  as  a  ran- 
fom  for  eleft  fouls  four  thoufand  years  before  he  endur- 
ed them.  The  Surety's  p<iyment  was  fo  acceptable,  that 
he  took  many  thoufand s  to  heaven  before  the  debt  was 
paid  J  upon  Chrift's  parole  that  he  (hall  pay  *,  for  all  the 

'  faints 
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faints  under  the  Old  Teftament  went  to  heaven  this  way  ? 
^'  This  is  my  beloved  Son  in  whom  I  am  well  pleafed;** 
this  God  declared  from  heaven  again  and  again,  q  d* 
••  Many  a  time  have  the  elcdt  grieved  mc^  many  a  pro- 
Tocation  have  thrir  fins  given  me ;  yea,  have  their  du« 
ties  given  me :  But  I  am  well  pleafed  with  my  Son, 
their  Surety  hath  fatisfied  me  for  them  all.'^ 

V.  You  ought  to  meditate  on  the  impulfive  caufe  of 
Chrift's  fufFering  on  his  part.  His  free  love  was  the 
only  motive  *,  it  was  this  that  caufed  him  to  take  upon 
him  the  heavy  burden  of  our  fins,  that  would  have  funk 
us  into  the  bottomlefs  pit.  As  often  as  we  come  to  the 
Lord's  table  to  partake  of  thefe  elements,  we  (hould  do 
it  in  remembrance  of  Chrift's  unfpeakable  and  incom- 

Erehenfible  love  to  us :  We  (hould  never  perform  this 
oly  duty  without  admiration  and  adoniQiment  at  the 
thoughts  of  our  Saviour's  infinite  lovv  and  undeferved 
compafTion  toward  us,  in  that  he  laid  down  his  life  to 
fave  ours  who  had  rebelled  againft  him.  Our  Redeem- 
er well  knoweth  the  evil  nature  and  difpofition  of  man^ 
that  he  is  apt  to  forget  his  bed  friends,  and  to  turn  un- 
thankful for  the  greateft  benefits  ever  he  received ;  and 
therefore  he  confults  our  eternal  good,  by  injoining  us 
to  folemnize  this  ordinance  in  remembrance  of  that  im- 
menfe  love  he  ezprefied  towards  us  in  his  death  aiid  fuf- 
ferings.  Befide  what  I  have  formerly  faid  of  your  me- 
ditating on  and  adnuring  the  love  of  Chrift  before  your 
coming  to  his  table  *,  I  do  exhort  you,  now  you  are  at 
the  table,  to  fall  a  wondering  at  it  afrefii,  for  this  is  moft 
proper  woik  for  you  at  fuch  a  time. 

"  O  the  love  of  Chrift  that  paffeth  knowledge  I" 
Where  (hall  I  begin  my  thoughts  on  this  fubje£t  ?  and, 
when  begun,  how  (hall  I  make  an  end?  Thy  love; 
Lord,  is  ancient ;  thou  lovedft  us  firft,  and  that  when 
there  was  no  eye4:o  pity  :  Thou  tookeft  not  on  thee  **  the 
nature  of  angels,  but  the  feed  of  Abraham  ;''  they  are 
bound  with  chains  of  darknefs,  whilft  thou  art  drawing 
us  with  cords  of  love.  Yea,  thou  lovedft  us  when  e- 
nemies.  To  have  fpared  our  lives  had  been  uncxpe£k- 
ed,  undeferved  mercy  \  for,  <'  who  finds  his  enemy, 
and  lets  him  go  well  away  ?"  But,  Lord|  thou  haft 
Vol.  I.  3  Y  fgutui 
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{v\nu\  m«  in  mine  enir.itv,  and  haft  pitiedl  me;  ye% 

H  !>.'■«  ntv  Nmi)  was  lifted  up  ag^i' ft  thee,  thine  arm 

Nm^  '?«»» i^pcn  to  embr-'ccr  me      N-^y,  thou  haft  epei* 

cJ  sN«f  Mtty  Wait  to  lodge  thy  profefled  enemies  whs 

hj»v  :»vH  c  th<re  UMder  foot.     Thy  bowels  yearned  lo» 

vk  .1  On  t^^Tin  wl  o  r.iked  in  them  with  their  blackly  handl. 

ISv   hctn  borntd  with  affcf^ion  towards  them  thit 

cvuctiv  jM^rcfJ  '»t      "  Herein  Chrift  hath  commended 

hi>  !ovc  ^'  U9    that  while  we  were  finners,  Chrift  did 

toi  u-."*    i^  jirtoniftiing  love  !  that  the  preneral  (hooM 

Jk  f^*t  i>K  foidier.  the  phyfician  for  the  patient,  themit 

ivr  Vf  ciV  UTVjtit,  the  Ihe-phcrd  for  the  (heep,  the  in* 

Mvwiit  K«r  tho  ^[uilty.  the  juft  for  the  unjoft,  the  prince 

\H  :Jk-  r^bcl,  the  lx>rrf  of  glory  for  the  children  of  Ht 

cX.\iiviK>:  I  He  that  was  without  all  fin,  for  him  tint 

H .!»  >ib  (C'^ouc  ill  ri«:httoufnrfs  ;  yea,  the  Creator  for  tk 

w<v  .a:iv:«   0<.\'  for  man,  the  righteous  Judge  for  dn 

^•uvi<,  v:K'd  mJci^lor  1  O  loTC  without  a  parallel  I  Pol 

thv  tuJ^e  CO  pi!r  himfelf  in  the  nmlefaflofl's  cJoatbei 

x.\-i  K\s>*,  i!K«  tuAVrdejth  for  him!    For  the  blefled 

S<\i  ^t  V  \s.l  ro  iptr«"pi'fe  his  own  innoeent  breaft  to  re» 

Cv  kv  ><u'  -^vrtil  wv'^unds  due  to  us  !  Behold  God  aV* 

.i..hv«c«"C  ^'\:.vlVd  to  hunger  and  thirit,  gritrf  and  weaii^ 

•jvtv  Tv-.v^vch  iid  in.'ifertiities  of  all  forts  '  Behold  the 

uvi  .:  >  Si^i'ur  wouHt^ed,  mangled,  and  ki  led  b?  on- 

^'  i^v  u    .**\:i  whon^  he  came  to  f.iv?  !    Glorious  San« 

^>M..  N*I>^c  ove  WIS  this  that  thou  fhouldft  become  "i 

!iM!i  o    I  •r-.'w^  i:\*  avqu.i:uc:d  with  grief ;"  that  from 

T'^v  ^•o    ,^  :,* :-  i"  cojr>,  ticm  t*c  cradle  to  the  crofe, 

:.«v  V  S  Mi    •'.'  '■  ou'..i  Iv  a  continued  n^«nyrdom  f  That 

:'Vv:      .*;.     ^  ><  ov^rT^rr.r  ro  be  Som  2mong  be-afts,  KfC 

i  t;v\\;   '•jf.vr'is   ind  »iie  ut*cr-j:  th  r? e- ;  a?!d  all  i« 

v?Ov  iii:  i:^.::r  a  "»'"jj  ;^e  brsi:.*  *0'  u    !    O  the  unfe- 

:ho.»u  ^c  c^  f  vM  Jtfus !  Hi>  n^me  ?3  Jore,  hi5  cKve 

u>  v'^v.-.    :>  worv*5  >»tfTe  V>Tf,  an?  his  acriiys  were  lorei 

hi.  ^CisNcJ  vv?,  he  prac^iisii  ;ct?,  he  lived  in  le^ 

Sv-  »4  ;>  :!,x  .'t   o*c.  niy,   he  clicd   rcr  lore.*     Ttc  a^ 

.v..  s    >■  ^'*s  wn:  '.  cx'l  \z  2  kno*«rr    ur^nowTi  ?ot*,  Esk» 

10-  .  ^r     .iv  T*:^I  t:.  ^*ic   v^   we  ctrtr.tx  fid»-«  it. 

!  .vo'^   -"^s-wrfv*  ^r.  i:  .'eve  cc  Rj.he-'.  H  his  e*c¥na5  the 

Sc  ii  >^  c  »*,  acni  Lie  fr-^iti  i>  sz^t  xi  hrr  :  £«c  par 


J^vely  Bridegroom  (hewe^  far  gre«iter  love  to  hi  fpv^uiiie 
in  vndertoing  the  cur£ed,  painful  4iid  ihimeful  de:th 
ot  the  crofa  for  her.  ir  ia  *^eported  of  the  few  m,  chat 
vhea  her  younjjT  ones  arr  ftunt;  with  fo:ne  poif>fious 
icfptft%  (he  bc4|s  her  bre  A  with  her  be?k  t^il  the  w^rii 
blood  jjnflieth  out,  whiv:h  th.-y  fu^k  and  recoY<:T  :  We 
«re  all  ftun|i;  mortally  by  the  ol  i  f  rpei)t  the  ievi*  ;  but 
behold  the  love  of  our  he  ivenly  Pelican,  he  let  out  lue 
Jkeair^s  Uood  to  r^.  cover  u<:. 

O  communicant,  remember  his  love,  feein^s^  he  re* 
.||ttife«  it  at  thi^  ^ime.  Do  this  in  renumbranee  of  tne.  O 
femember  Chrift.  foi  he  did  not  for^^e:  you.  He  iiund* 
^  you  at  bia  laft  fapper,  he  made  his  teilamem  an  1  put 
yoii  in  itf  and  left  every  believer  a  good  leg\cy  Ac  his 
dffadi  he  minded  you  more  than  he  minded  himfelf  in 
bis  bft  prayer  he  pui  up  many  a  petition  for  you,  but 
jfew  JDT  himfelf.  In  the  garden,  on  the  crof*-,  and  in 
ibe  gravoi^  bis  poor  loft  (heep  wen  ftill  in  his  mind  :  He 
DMnded  you  both  day  and  night ;  many  a  night^s  ile<:rp 
IX>ok  Chnft's  (beep  from  hin,  thinking  on  tltem,  and 

{leading  for  them  O  that  was  a  remark  ible  night's 
rep  that  Chrift  wanted,  when  he  fwite  blood  in  the 
garden  for  you  ;  that  was  a  night  never  to  be  forgotten  ; 
tbtnk  oa  it  now.  When  want<?d  y:>u  a  night'  fleep  for 
Chrift  tiiinking  on  his  love,  wondering  at  his  fufTerings^ 
and  pleaduig  lor  an  intereft  ther^'in  ?  O  fcek  to  make 
it  up  now*  and  fay,  '^  O  the  bre^dt')  and  le.'gth,  O 
^  height  and  deptli  of  the  love  of  Chrift  !  I^rd,  what 
ia  man,  that  thou  art  mindful  of  am  ?  What  is  he,  that 
thou  ihouldft  magnify  hitn,  and  fet  thy  heart  upon 
bim  V*  Strange  !  that  thou  QiouKlft  fet  thine  heart  up* 
on  wretches,  fo  a^  to  t^ive  the  glorious  S  )n  of  thy  love 
to  fufier  all  the  curfes  of  the  law,  an  1  vials  of  thy  vriith  ; 
to  make  us,  who  are  children  of  wrath,  yea,  heirs  of  the 
carfe,  and  6re  brands  of  hc:Il,  to  become  children  of 
God,  heirs  of  the  bleiEng,  and  of  eternal  lif^ !  Surely, 
while  you  are  thus  mufing  on  the  love  of  God,  your 
bearts,  like  David^s,  &ould  wax  hot  within  you,  and  the 
fire  (hould  burn ;  nay,  the  ftame  of  love  to  God  (houid 
break  out  in  the  moft  lively  and  active  manner :  Now 
3  T  a  your 


5^4        IJvw  t9  teh^Vf  mi  the  Lard^s  TMt,     Direft.  IT. 

y/nwi  f/tthnnrdjljou/d fend  f$rfh  thefnuli  theresfs  nowtk 
fw-r-r  ryHour  of  your  fn"accs  (hould  fill  ail  the  houfe. 

VI.  'V\\t  evil  of  fin,  which  was  the  procuring  cnife 
rif  (JhriO's  fufFcrinpr,  Oiould  alfo  be  the  fDbje&  of  yov 
thfii^^hffl  lit  the  liOniS  table    He  had  no  (in  of  his  own, 
liiit  (Mir  fiiih  w^re  hid  upon  him;  and  divine  j  aft  ice  findi 
iii^  thrm  thrrr,  took  ven^^eancc  on  our  furery  todieut- 
lninofl    Oh  Lord»  our  fins  were  the  principal  adorsof 
that  worful  tr:ijrfdy  :  They  were  the  traitors  which  fcy 
thr  haiwU  of  Judas  dftivered  him  up  to  be  crucified: 
Vil.itc,  tlir  Jrwsy  the  Romans,  were  but  the  executionen 
(fl  our  fiMH.  Our  ft  up,  with  clamours  more  importunate 
1I1.111  :ili  the  Jrwilh  rahhie,  cried  out.  Crucify  him^  Crw^ 
rtfy  him.      What  foolifh  inconfiftent  creatures  are  we, 
Hut  brwail  thr  event,  but  redrefs  not  the  caufe  !  Alai ! 
vr  naturally  have  as  great  enmity  againft  his  image,  as 
they  !uil  agaiiill  liis  pcrfon :    They  grieved  him  in  his 
l%ti(lv,  wr  in  his  Spirit :   They  opened  his  Wounds,  we 
inaile  them  blccil  u  frclh.  Neither  had  they  got  the  Icaft 
|H>>vei  to  toucli  him,  if  it  had  not  been  for  our  Cns  that 
n\ai!e  him  obnoxious  to  wrath. — Oh,  who  was  it  that 
uinud  the  Jews  and  Rv>mans  asjainft  him  ?    Who  put 
the  twiMi!  in  jail  ice's  hands?  Who  forced  thcfe  groans 
Mud  MoooY  Iweats  from  my  Redeemer?    Ah,  who  but 
I  *    Mv  \vM^  WW  priv!e,  my  unbelief,  my  atheifm,  my 
twt  I v>ii tMots,  I'.n*  malice,  my  lying,  cheating,  fwearing 
latvMiIt  bre  »vi:'c»  ^"^c.      Thele  raiUd  the  ftorm  of  wrath 
a^j  \\v\\  !*»t  SwT,  :v.    IVame  rot  Judas,  Herod  or  Pilate^ 
tl\.*  Kus  or  KonM*.i>,  10  much  is  my  tins  :   Nay,  I  am 
tSc  K\?Jst'M!  SetTAvevi  htni,  the  Herod  that  mocked 
:^!v..  '/e  r/i:r  ::\i:  cc:".x"c*rr.:'ri  hirr,  the  executioner 
is  tV.e  :o"o:er  :hi:  rwrced  hisi. 
:.  :>«  S^^icur  row  har.gin^  en  the 
;;  ^e:  *'.\   *i:.  -/"i^;.*  ^:  r>  r^  that 
C-,  v.v  ;'^  3.  ..":;  \.  .'».•  -r.i  ;•  *:*•  <••••  .  "thi:  juuf^jrhit; 
W  ,•  ."^.-  .^r:  r  .«  ,'*  >v    "-■.>.      IvVv  :>r:H*^:h  ih^  r^?- 
•   s.  ^••'*  ■   *       ,*  •  ^   T:-:.  r. .'-j^rv:  r-.:  rr  l-.Tf.  r.fi:?v 
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•re  my  friends ;  and,  will  you  not  take  my  paf  t  againft 

thia  deadly  enemy  i  Have  not  all  *thefe  wounds  mouths 

^-lenough  to  perfuaide  you  to  hate  (in  ?  Oh  will  you  hug 

-iny  enemy,  tear  open  my  wounds,  and  cruciiy  me  a- 

frelh  ?  O  communicants,  let  your  hearts  anfwer,  "  No, 

j^dy  I  will  never  requite  tliy  kindnefs  fo,  Til  never  ac- 

coutkt  that  light,  which  made  my  Saviour's  foul  heavy 

unto  death ;  that  (hall  not  be  f weet  to  me,  that  was  io 

^bitter  to  him;  that  (hall  never  be  my  joy,  that  made 

Chrift  a  man  of  forrows :  O  (hall  not  thtfe  fins  be  for- 

.  laken  of  me,  that  made  him  be  forfaken  of  God  ?  Shall 

•ever  they  be  fufFcred  to  live  in  me, .  that  would  not  fuf- 

Oirift  to  live  in  the  world  ?" 

O  what  ftupid  creatures  are  we,  if  we  do  not  now 
ftand  adonilhed  at  the  heinoufnefs  and  hideoufnefs  of 
our  (ins,  for  which  no  atonement  could  be  made  but  by 
the  bitter  paffion  and  agonies  of  the  Son  of  God !  Shall 
we  not  fiiy,  furely  there  muft  be  more  in  fin  than  men 
commonly  reckon,?  It  could  be  no  fmall  matter  for 
which  the  beloved  Son  of  God  endured  fuch  horrible 
jUnd  dreadful  torments.  O  heavy  dead  weight  of  my 
£ns,  that  prefTed  tlown  my  (Irong  Redeemer  to  the 
ground ;  yea,  preiTed  him  down,  who  upheld  the  whole 
fabric  of  the  creation  by  the  word  of  his  power,  Heb* 
i.  3«  and,  without  the  leaft  pain,  could  have  borne  mil- 
lions of  worlds  more !  O  bitter  and  curfed  fin,  thou 
fhalt  be  crucified  this  day,  that  crucified  my  innocent 
Saviour  !  Couldft  thou  ever  have  been  guilty  of  a  more 
horrid  deed  than  murdering  of  the  Lord  of  glory  ?  I  will 
not  reft  this  day,  till  I  have  revenged  my  Savour's  blood 
upon  thee :  Say  now  of  fin,  as  the  church  faid  of  the 
daughter  of  Babylon,  that  enemy  and  peifecutor  of 
Chriit  myftically,  Pfal.  cxxxvii.  8.  9.  **  O  daughter  of 
Mabyion^  who  i4t  to  be  deftroyed,  happy  (hall  he  be  that 
rewardeth  thee  as  thou  hail  ferved  Chrift :  Happy  (hall 
he  be  that  taketh  and  dafheth  thy  little  ones  againft  the 
ftones. 

VII.  Think  on  tlie  holinefs  and  juftice  of  GK)d  mani- 
fefted  againft  fin,  and  adore  the  fame  at  this  time.  You 
have  other  mirrors  and  bright  looking-gla(res  in  fcrip- 
ture  for  reprefenting  the  fame  to  you,  fuch  as  the  call* 
ii^  down  the  angels  from  heaven^  the  drowning  the 


old  world,  the  btnming  of  Sodom^  ttie  rejeAion  of  lfae 
Jews  !  But  none  of  tnem  fo  clearly  ftiew  forth  fin^* 
Ti),  and  God's  fpotlefs  holtnefs,  and  inexorable  jvftioK, 
againft  fin,  as  do  the  death  and  fuflferin^a  of  our  Ke* 
deemer.  Come  near,  and  hearken  to  ciie  vwjng  \A 
lbw«  of  God's  indi);nation  dafhing  againft  the  Rode  of 
our  f  Jration.  and  behold  God's  implacable  hatred  » 
g'linft  (in.  Many  a  fore  ftorm  and  hurricane  of  wndi 
did  heendurCi  to  keep  the  fea  of  dirine  wrath  frooi^ 
vrrflowing  you  Our  Rock  groaned,  trembled^  aid 
fwate  blood  ;  he  cried,  prayed,  and  intreated  :  Yet  A 
Tine  Juftice  would  not  hear,  nor  abate  him  otte  ftripet 
•*  Awake,  O  fword  of  the  Lord,**  cut  him  off;  kt  hia 
AVy  faith  Juftice,  feeing  he  (lands  furety  for  man^s  flns. 
O  here  is  a  greater  eridence  of  the  ineiiorableneiii  d. 
Juftice,  and  God's  implacable  wrath  againft  fin,  dual  if 
he  had  hurled  all  the  rocks  of  the  creation  into  the 
mid  ft  of  the  fea,  or  the  whole  world,  fttll  of  nen  and 
&nge)s,  into  hell.  O  yon  that  make  Hght  of  fin,  ga 
to  f  I.e  rock  in  Horeb,  go  to  Gethfemane,  go  to  mooat 
Calvary,  goto  a  communion-table,  and  fee  what  Cbrift 
endured  for  our  fins,  hear  his  heavy  groans,  and  be* 
hold  the  blood  ftanding  above  his  garments.  O  com* 
municant,  tremble  at  fin,  and  come  under  the  (hadow 
of  this  rock,  run  into  the  clefts  of  it ;  and,  though  yoi 
hear  the  roarings  and  dafhings  of  this  tenible  fea  opoa 
your  rock,  yec  you  are  fafc  here,  a  drop  flail  not  reach 
yon. 

Finally,  you  ought  at  this  time  to  have  Ibme  tfaoogiid 
of  the  **  marriage- (upper  of  die  Lamb"  above,  whereof 
this  table  is  an  emblem  and  lepreicntatioo.  Here  ia 
tl  e  wi;demef$  we  get  a  foretafte  of  the  good  thinga  of 
the  protr.ifed  land,  to  fharpcn  our  appetites  after 
the  Cmaan  above,  where  thefe  firft  fniKs  do  grow  and 
art  fully  ripe.  O  what  a  glorious  and  well-form&ed 
table  wiU  that  be,  where  the  church  of  the  fiift-bm 
will  be  all  gathered  in  oor  general  aff:  mblj,  and  let 
drwn  together  with  C-rift !  Oh  where  are  the  looks 
a»d  longings  we  Ihoeld  have  a«ter  that  heaveidy  fnft  ! 
Awake,  my  fo«I,  fro  n  ;hb  d^rk,  deceitfol  and  veaiag 
vrorid :  Oh  be  not  IB  bre  wuh  diy  difinife^  thy  feticn, 


'  and  caUmkM:  Jein  not  with  thoie  that  take  uptheir  reft 
9n  thk  fick  JordaOf  on  this  Gde  heaven,  and  who  fay^ 
It  19  good  for  us  to  be  here.;  but  with  thefe  heavenly  pil« 
ipnms,  who  fiy*  Arife,  l^t  U8  depart,  this  is  not  our  rcft^ 
fer  it  b  polluted.  Lament  your  diftance  firo'Ti  G)d  c 
Woe  is  me  that  I  {bjoum  in  M'^fhech,  that  I  dwell  in 
the  tents  of  Kedar ;  that  1  remain  in  diis  Gnful  pollu- 
dnfr  place  anoon^  a  ftrange  people,  and  am  fo  long  kept 
froim  my  Father^s  houfe  above  ^*  O  that  I  had  wine;* 
like  a  dove !  Then  ^ould  I  fly  away,  and  be  at  reft: 
Ld,  then  I  would  wander  far  oflF,  and  remain  in  the 
IviUemefs,"  that  I  might  be  free  from  (in's  fnares  and 
temptations,  and  might  have  free  accefs  to  enjov  God. 
*<  O  wretched  man  that  I  am,  who  Oiall  deliver  me 
from  this  body  of  deaths  which  fo  often  troubles,  di- 
ftttfbs,  entangles,  and  hinders  me  from  my  iiuty  (" 

So  much  for  the  fubjecU  we  ought  to  meditate  on  at 
the  Lord's  table,  I  come,  in  the  next  place, 
.  Second/y^  To  fpeak  of  thofe  graces  which  are  to  be 
in»ployed  and  extrcifed  at  the  Lord^s  table ;  fuch  aSy 
faith,  repentance,  love,  fpiritual  appetite,  and  thankfui- 
nefs.  Now  is  the  time,  O  communicant,  that  ail  your 
graces  (hould  be  itirred  up  to  the  greateft  iiveiinefs  t 
Mid  therefore  do  all  you  can  to  excite  them  to  it : 
Chide  with  them  when  languiihing  or  dull,  and  fay^ 
^*  What,  can  ye  not  watch  with  my  deareft  tS^viour  one 
hour?'* 

L  In  the  firft  place  :  The  gr^ce  of  faith  (hould  be 
moft  a£ltve,  for  it  is  mod  ncceflary  at  this  time.  Faith 
may  fay  to  thee,  O  communicant,  at  the  tahle,  as  Chrilt 
&id  to  his  difciples,  "  Without  me  ye  can  do  nothing.** 
Eaith  is  the  eve  that  fees  Chrilt,  the  hand  thit  receives 
him,  the  mouth  chat  feeds  upon  him.  Let  f  tith's  eyes 
be  now  opened  to  fee  the  >(ieat  fight  of  Chrilt  cruciiied 
on  the  crofs.  Do  now  as  Mofes,  when  he  faw  the  bulh 
burning,  Exod«  iii.  3.  **  i*ll  turn  afide  and  fee  thib  great 
fight:'*  Surely  you  cannot  fee  a  greater.  Behold  the 
r*ck  of  our  (alvatiun  fmitten,  to  let  the  water  of  life 
come  forth  to  us :  Come  and  fee  fain)  fmitten  by  the  rod 
of  Mofes,  i.  e«  by  the  rod  of  the  law,  wbofe  ininiftcr 
Ifofes  wis  i  with  all  cho  curies  aiui  malcdidioiis  of  the 
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htr  denouncH  ag.unft  uR|  Gal.  iii.  13.  Yea,  comelefi 
him  fnf«itt^fi  by  many  hands,  by  the  rod  of  Mofes,  by  the 
Ti>i  of  iutUcr,  by  the  rod  of  devils,  by  the  rod  of  the 
Je^  s,  br  the  rod  of  the  Romans,  by  the  rod  of  yout 
i?:^<:  Co»T»e.  fee  him  fmitten  in  his  head  with  thorns,  in' 
hi>  hiViM  with  nails,  in  his  fide  with  afpcar,  in  htshejft 
w-rh  !>rrows,  yea,  in  his  whole  foul  with  the  wrath  of 
ar  Ji:'j:rr  cioil  O  deep,  deep  was  our  rock  fmitteri,  be- 
k^rf  the  water  of  »ife  could  come  forth  to  heal  us ;  ac- 
c\*r.  ire  t*^  ll"-*'  li"'  5-  8.  "  He  was  wounded  for  our 
tT.*"fvmr:.^r5,  hruifed  for  our  iniquities  :•— For  the  tranf- 
gTT- -"."r.  0!  mr  people  was  he  (Iricken,  and  by  his  ftripes 
i^^'  >rc  he^Ie;^.'* 

N.^w  K\  t.uth  look  Oiarply  out  forChrift  at  the  table. 
R  a  ro:  in  the  bread  and  wine,  but  look  beyond  thefe; 
CO  ;  -r'K  uirrher,  and  fee  if  you  can  efpy  Chrift  him- 
:r  :  1  x^:  :he  Ungu.ige  of  your  heart  at  this  time  be, 
••  Siw  vc  him  whom  my  foul  loved?  Say  now  to  the 
I  .vv,  K  the  Greeks  to  Philip,  '•  Sir,  we  would  fee  Jc- 
»  *  .  I  ,*tJ,  I  would  now  defire  to  fee  Jefus  Chrift  : 
Nx  /!  ?-v*  vorJ.  nor  prayers,  minifters  nor  elements, 
^  .V  w-'t  :ve  M-ithout  a  fight  of  Chrift.  Mind  what 
\  •.  \\x-  1'  <  t'.thtr  on  mount  Moriah  :  •*  Father,  be- 
>o  ■  ^.'-x-  :>  tVc  uovxl  ..nd  the  fire  ;  but  where  is  the 
...  •  -^  :.-  i  biiv.t  orKrinc:  ?"  So  do  ihou  look  up  at  the 
,  ^  .  *  *^^  *  v.i\\i>ly  pAiher,  and  fay,  "  Fatncr.  behold, 
?s«,  >  .  •.*  iv.:-.  ;'tor.  hero  is  the  word,  here  is  the  bread 
v  \\  V-  .  ;  ;::•  ^vcrc  is  the  body  and  blood  of  my  Sa- 
\  ....  ^%'vU'  i«:  the  Un\b  for  a  facrifice  ?  Father, 
V  \  ?c  '.L  '-.•  I.i.'ji^  of  Ciod,  that  takes  away  the  fins  of 
\"^.-  \*  .*•  /  "*  A  ,.<,  jil  is  nothing  to  me  if  he  be  away. 
I ,:  .  iV  vVK  u;^  id  fay  to  Chrift,  "  M^ke  hafte,  my 
;^  .•^  V .  Vv  .V.vh:  .'m  .1  roj  or  a  young  barton  the  moun- 
i  ■   ♦x  K-t  :.  ^v<.    M.ike  no  tarrying,  O  my  God  ;  O  when 

W  '  vi:  M.:r\  c.me  to  the  fepulchrc,  looked  in  and  faw 
t'»s* »  :u«  'i^j;  :'o:  r:  e  Lord,  Ihc  prcfcntly  falls  a  weeping: 
v^^I ,  i.iK*  i":  v*.  "  Thy  have  t:  ken  away  my  Lord,  and  I 
Iw  ov^  r.v*:  \*  h^rie  they  have  i*id  him :"  My  Lord  is  taken 
i \k  J  V .  A'. . v-  I  ^now  r.oi  where  to nnd  hi m .  When  our  ten- 
J^r  h^jr:<rx4>i\iouT  heard  fuch  a  moving  and  mournful 
womi>I air.:.  i.c  4\i\Uv\s:d  laher^  and  gave  her  a  gr-cious 
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H  meeting.  So,  when '  thou  feeft  the  linen  and  the  ele« 
,  j  menu,  but  not  the  Lord  Jefus,  then  be  not  fatit^fied,  but 
^  dart  up  thy  complaints  to  heaven.  *^  Lord,  I  came  not  to 
m  ^  the  linen^  I  came  not  for  the  bread  and  wine,  but 
^  L-came  to  fee  Jefus  $  Oh  Lord,  what  (hall  I  do  P  They 
.4  have  taken  away  my  Lord,  and  I  know  not  wheie  to 
1^-  fiod  him.  Ah,  what  is  the  word  to  me  without  Chrift^ 
but  as  a  conduit  without  water  ?  What  are  the  elementt 
to  me,  but  as  a  cup  without  wine  ?  Oh  Lord,  what  wilt 
Uiou  give  me,  if  1  go  from  thy^  table  Chriftlefs  ?  O,  if 
there  were  fuch  fights,  fuch  breathings  coming  from 
thf  heart,  thou  mighteft  be  confident  Chrift  would 
hear  them,  and  make  halle  to  meet  with  thee  and  bleft 
thee. 

Awake  faith,  O  communicant,  at  this  time ;  behol^ 
Qurift,  ipply  his  benefits.  Here  a  believer  may  find 
enough  in  the  wounds  and  blood  of  Chrift,  by  which  he, 
may  refolve  all  his  doubts,  fcatter  his  fears,  fupply  all 
his  fpiritual  wants,  and  find  a  remedy  againft  a  1  his 
foulodiftempers,  by  a  believing  application  thereof  to 
himfelf.  When  thou  putteft  forth  the  hand  of  thy 
body,  fee  that  thou  alfo  put  forth  the  hand  of  thy  faith^ 
to  receive  the  body  and  blood  of  Chrift.  Do  like  Jo- 
feph  of  Arimathea ;  come  to  Chrift  crucified,  take  him 
down  from  the  crofs,  and  lay  him  in  the  new  tomb  of 
thy  heart.  Now  give  a  hearty,  full  and  unfeigned  con- 
fent  to  Chrift  en  the  gofpel  terms  ;  receive  him  as  thy 
Saviour,  fubmit  to  him  as  thy  prince,  and  fwear  alle- 
giance to  him  as  thy  undoubted  Sovereign. '  And  re- 
member, faith,  if  true,  muft  have  two  hands,  one  to  re« 
ceive  Chrift,  and  another  to  give  the  foul  to  Chrift ;  fcc 
that  both  hands  be  now  employed,  both  to  take  and 
give. 

And,  efpecially,  make  ufe  of  faith's  mouth  to  fucl^ 
honey  from  the  rock,  derive  fupplies  from  Chrift  to  thy 
foul's  neccflities.  Obferve  what  God  directed  Mofes, 
Exod.  xvii.  6.  <<  Behold  I  will  ftand  before  tliee  upon 
die  rock  in  Horeb,  and  thou  (halt  fmite  the  rock,  and 
there  (hall  come  water  out  of  it,  that  the  people  may 
drink/'  Would  you  have  drink  and  fupplies  from  Chrift 
for  your  fpiritual  refrefliment,  then  fmtte  the  rock>  aft 
Vol.  I.  3  Z  faith 


faith  (Vn  Chrlft.  At  the  table,  it  would  be  t  man's  wit 
dom  which  was  Mofes  his  error*  to  firtte  Chia  lockofr 
net  than  once.  Numb  xx.  ii.  "  With  his  rod  he  fnno(| 
the  rock  twice,  and  the  waters  €»me  out  abttiidaiitl|' 
So  do  you  fmite  the  rock  twice,  again  and  again ;  pit 
forth  many  a£ts  of  faith  at  this  time. 

II.  The  grace  of  repentance  and  godly  forrow  iv 
fin,  (hould  be  exercifed  at  this  time.  O  communicaoii 
canft  thou  now  look  on  him  whom  thou  haiV  pierced  bf 
thy  (ins,  and  not 'mourn  a  d  be  in  bitternefs  for  them  I 
Canft  thou  fee  the  Son  of  God  hanginf;  naked  aal 
bleeding  on  a  tree,  upon  the  top  of  mount  Calvary,  n 
a  flicrifice  for  thy  fins,  and  not  be  grieved  for  the  cants} 
Ot'ke  a  fixed  look  of  him  now,  and4et  jrour  eye  affcA 
your  heart.  Behold  thefe  hands  that  fwayed  the  fceptie 
of  ht  aven,  now  nailed  to  the  tree  of  reproach  :  Be boM 
f  tbtfe  feet  that  trampled  on  ail  the  powers  of  hell,  and 
made  hia  enemies  his  footftool,  now  nailed  to  the  foot* 
ftool  of  the  croTs.  O  did  the  earth  tremble  and  fhake,  d)i 
•rocks  rend,  the  graves  open,  and  heavens  turn  dark  at 
this  fight ;  and,  will  not  our  rocky  hearts  rend,  and  our 
dead  fouls  be  nffcded  with  this  Gght }  Surely  the  hard* 
eft  Vcart  among  Uh  may  now  melt,  and  the  dryeft  eyej 
now  drop  a  tear.  O,  (hall  the  Son  of  God  ib  fweat  and 
bleed  for  us,  and  we  not  weep  for  ourfelves  ?  Shall  we 
itt  our  (ins  pierce  his  head  with  thorns,  his  hands  with 
nails,  and  his  fide  with  a  fpear,  and  yet  look  on  this  widl 
unpierced  hearts  ?  Oh,  our  fins  did  envenom  thefe  thorns, 
thefe  nails,  and  that  fpear.  We,  and  none  but  we>  were 
the  evil  beaft  that  devoured  this  Jofeph  ;  we  the  bloody 
executioners  that  tornoented  the  glorious  Redeemer  ^ 
and  (hall  not  our  hearts  bleed  tber^ore  f 

O  communicant,  fo  behold  Chrift  in  the  facrament, 
ais  the  Virgin  Mary  his  mother  bel>eld  him  qq  the  crofs : 
Woman,  f.iys  Chrift,  **  behold  thy  Son.**  And  how 
did  (he  behold  him  \  Simeon  tells  her,  Luke  ii.  35. 
**  That  a  fword  (hall  pierce  through  her  foul."  Now 
W.1R  the  time  that  the  fword  did  pierce  through  her 
Ibui,  when  the  beheld  him  pierced  on  the  crofs :  That 
fight  was  like  a  fword  thr^mgh  her  heart :  So,  when 
you  f^  Chrift  piercad  in  the  (aeiamexUt  it  &9ukl  be 
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3    4ke  a  fw«>rd  or  clag:f|:er  in  ycmr  hearts.     Obfcrve  what 

■    DavM  faid,  when  he  faw  the  people  flauehtcred  by  the 

«  5«ti>»ef  J.  fword,  i  Sam.  xxiy.    7.  *•  Lq>  I  have  finned| 

I     mod  I  have  done  wickedly;  but  as  for  chefe  4>ecp,  what 

I     ibave  they  done  ?"  So  fay  you  at  thin  time,  '*  Lord,  I 

]i<)ve  fmne^,  I   have  done  wi<.kcdiy ;  bttt  as.  for  thrs 

innocent  fpotlefs  Lamb,  what  hath  he  done  l"  It  w  I 

that  have  finned,  but  it  in  rhou.  O  Lord  Jcfus,  that  haft 

faffered.     It  was  my  cur  fed  Iu{l^»  iny  unbelief,  my 

pridei  n  y  malice,  my  covetoofnefs,   &c.     Thefe  were 

the  Judafes  that  betrayed  thee,  thefe  the  Jews  that  put 

fhee  to  death  \  1  have  eaten  the  four  grapes,  but  thy 

tcfeth  were  fet  on  edge.     O  what  a  fweet  temper  were 

if  to  behold  Chrift  vCith  a  weeping^  eye  and  a  melting 

lieart !  Oh/ (hail  we  not  fo  much  as  (hed  tears  for  theft 

fin9,  for  which  we  fee  Chr«ft  (bedding  his  blood  ? 

It  was  laid  to  the  charge  of  thefe  unkind  hu(b  inds, 
Mai.  ii.  ir^  that  by  their  unkindne(re8  they  caufed  their 
^ivesj  when  they  (houid  have  been  checiful  in  God's 
lervicei  to  ••  cover  the  altar  of  the  Lord  with  tears,  with 
weeping  and  with  crying  out ;  infon\uch  that  he  regard^ 
cd  not  the  offering  any  more,  nor  recc  ived  it  with  good- 
Will  at  their  hands."  But.  how  happy  were  it  for  us,  i£ 
we  could  be  fo  affefted  with  our  unkirtdnefs  to  Chrift 
dur  hufbtnd,  that  we  could  cover  the  Lord's  table  with 
our  tears,  with  weeping  and  crying  out  ?  Then  furely^ 
in  this  cafe,  the  ix)rd  would  regard  our  fervice  the 
more,  and  receive  our  communicating  with  good  will  at 
our  hands.  Ah,  rocky  hearts !  harder  than  the  net])er- 
millftone,  that  cannot  tdiffolve  into  tears  at  the.  fight  of 
fo  fad  a  fpediacle  as  the  fight  cf  Chrift  hanging  crucifi- 
ed on  the  crofb  for  our  (ins.  Oh,  (hall  we  fe^  Ciiiilt's 
precious  blood  fpilt  on  the  earth,  running  on  the  ground, 
and  the  ground  drirking  it  up,  and  our. hearts  not  rend 
therefore  ?  O  let  us  call  for  tears,  for  mourning  hearts, 
and  fay,  **  O  that  mine  head  w€rc  waters,  and  mine 
.  eyes  a  fountain  of  tears,  that  I  might  weep  for  a  flam 
Lord  !**  Smite^  Lord ;  thou  canft  bring  water  out  of  the 
rocks,  and  turn  the  fiint  into  a  (landing  po  .1.  O  that 
my  flinty  heart  may  be  touched  by  the  Spirit  of  God, 
that  the  waters  may  gu(b  out  abundantly  1  0b»  whcfn 
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will  my  heart  melt,  if  not  now  ?  urcly,  now,  "  Deep 
calleth  unto  dc^'p  ;**  dtep  fufftrings  in  Chrift  for  deepftt" 
mo  in  me.  Davids  kindnefs  made  eren  a  Saul  lift  wf 
his  voice  and  weep ;  and  will  not  Chrift's  kindnefs*  whidi 
is  infinitely  greater^  make  me  drop  {omc  Clent  tears  ? 
Was  my  Saviour^  body  broken  to  let  his  blood,  oat) 
and  (hall  not  my  heart  be  broken  to  let  it  in  ?  May  I 
now  receive  a  bleeding  Saviour  with  a  broken  heart! 

II I •  Love  is  a  grace  moft  neceflary  at  this  feaft, 
Chrift's  infinite  lev:  (hould  now  have  a  return  of  love 
firom  you ;  furely  now,  when  you  are  mufing  on  Chrift's 
lovci  your  heart,  like  David'si  (hould  burn.  O  faelieveri 
,Chn(l  died  of  love  to  you ;  and,  will  you  not  be  fo  much 
as  fick  of  love  to  him  ?  It  would  be  a  fweet  and  com- 
fortable ficknefs  to  you  to  be  fick  of  love  to  him^  who 
died  of  love  to  you.  Tou  are  now  come  to  the  fouu* 
tain  of  lovCi  you  are  now  at  Chrift's  pierced  fide,  0 
look  in  and  fee  his  bleeding  heart ;  fee  haw  it  beats 
and  pants  with  love,  and  fee  how  love  flows  4^ut  in 
ilreams  of  blood,  t6  cleanfe  you  from  your  fins*  And, 
will  not  this  lovely  fight  melt  your  affedlions,  and  warm 
your  cold  heart  to  love  him  ?  O  beheld  princely  Jefus, 
the  world's  Saviour,  our  lovely  Bridegroom,  mounted 
on  a  bloody  crofs  upon  the  top  of  mount  Calvary,  for 
all  nations  to  fee  him  and  flock  to  him  :  O  what  an  en« 
gaging  fight  is  this  !  Since  that  mount  was  firft  created, 
it  never  produced  fuch  a  tree,  or  fuch  precious  fruit  as 
the  Lord  of  glory  hanging  on  the  tree  of  the  crofs  plant- 
ed there.  This  tree  of  life  made  mount  Calvary  a  love- 
ly paradife  that  day,  uotwithftanding  of  all  the  male- 
factors bones  which  lay  fcattered  upon  it. 

Nowj  communicants,  can  you  look  upon  fuch  a  fight, 
and  not  have  your  hearts  inflamed  with  love  ?  Surely  a 
crucified  Jefus  .\h  upon  the  crofs,  with  his  armsftretched 
out  to  embrace  loft  finners,  is  the  moft  drawing  and  at- 
tractive fight  in  the  world  ;  for  he  faith  himfelf,  John 
xii.  32.  "  If  1  be  lifted  up  from  the  earth,  I  will  draw 
all  men  unto  me/*  i.  e.  all  forts  of  men,  both  Jew  and 
Gentile*  A  crucified  Jefus  is  a  loadftone  of  ftrange 
virtue,  and  hath  drawn  fome  thoufands  of  iron  hearts 
to  him  at  one  fermon.     Now  he  is  lift  on  highj  upon 

the 
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the  pole  of  the  crofs,  and  of  the  facrament,  that  you 
nay  look  to  him.  Yea,  his  face  and  eyes  are  towards 
you ;  O  look  communicants  ;^  and  his  voice  is,  **  Be- 
hold me.  behold  me :  Look  unto  me  and  be  ye  faVed,  all 
▼e  ends,  of  the  earth."  Poor  finners  of  Scotland,  o£ 
faritain^  one  of  the  far  off  illands  and  ootmoft  end  of 
the  earth ;  I  have  turned  my -back  on  the  Jews,  for  they 
will  not  be  drawn  to  me  ;  and  my  face  towards  yoUj 
that  you  may  fee  me  and  may  flock  to  me.      ' 

O  will  not  your  hearts  be  moved  and  drawn  by  this 
lovely  fight  of  a  crucified  Redeemer,  dying  with  love  in 
his  heart,  and  fmiles  in  his  looks  towards  you  i  He  was 
aabft  lovely  when  he  was  on  the  crofs  ;  and  now  he  is 
moil  lovely  when  he  is  on  the  throne.  O  behold  King 
Jefus  with  the  crown  of  thorns,  wherewith  his  enemies 
crowned  him,  in  the  day  he  was  a  man  of  forrows  and 
acquainted  with  grief  for  you :  Doth  not  that  fight  afFed 
your  hearts  with  gtief,  and  make  you  fad  ?  Then  come, 
hehoU  king  Solomon  with  the  crown  of  glory,  where- 
with  his  Father  crowned  him,  when  he  finifcedhis  work^ 
and  fat  down  on  the  right  hand  of  his  Majefty  on  high* 
Now  he  is  clothed  with  light,  and  (hines  brighter  than 
the  fun  :  Oh  will  not  your  hearts  love  him,  whom  all 
the  angels  and  faints  in  heaven  do  adore,  and  areravifh* 
ed  ivith  his  beauty  !  His  high  honour  and  exaltation  a- 
hove  doth  not  in  the  leaft  alter  his  AfFeftion  ,  or  make 
him  forget  his  people ;  no,  he  loves  all  believers  as 
dearly  as  ever.  How  oft  doth  he  call  them  in  the  fong» 
"^My  fitter,  my  fpoufe  I"  The  neareft  affinity  in  the 
world  is  fpoufe,  and  the  neareft  confanguinity  is  fifter^ 
to  fliow  that  Chrift's  affeftion  is  like  that  of  the  neareft 
relations  ;  and,  (hall  not  Chrift's  great  love  be  anfwered 
with  love  again  ?  O  never  give  Chrift  caufe  to  complain 
of  you,  as  Paul  of  the  Corinthians,  "  The  more  I  love 
you,  the  Icfs  I  am  beloved,"'  2  Cor.  xii.  15. 

O  then  awake  and  excite  your  love  now  to  Chrifl:, 

and' (ay,    ^'  Lord  thou  art  infinitely  lovely,  though  my 

heart  loves  thee  not  as  it  ougiit  to  do  :    Lovely  and  a« 

.miable  art  thou  in  all  the  fteps  of  thy  humiliation  : 

I^ovely  in  thy  birth,  lovely  in  thy  life,  lovely  in  thy 

death : 


i±4        ^^  ^^  Beioffe  st  the  lord^s  Tabfel  Bire  A.  Wi 

icath  :  loYcly  with  the  crown  of  thorns  on  thy  headi 
arnl  lofely  with  the  crofs  on  thy  back ;  Jovcly  in  At 
garden,  2r\d  lovely  on  mount  Calvary  ;  lov.rly  with  di 
naDs  in  thy  hai^dfi,  and  lovely  when  the  fpcar  was  thrnft 
in  thy  fide  And  lovely  art  thou  now  with  t'  c  cro.wn 
©f  jjlory  on  thy  he;d  j  nay,  thou  ait  altogether  lovely* 
O  iFor  more  love  to  n^y  lovely  Saviour  !  The  apoiUci 
when  raviihed  with  the.  love  of  Chrift,  cries  out,  "  If  a- 
ny  man  love  not  the  Lord  Jefus,  let  hWn  be  Anathema 
Maranatha.  O  what  a  col«i  unnatural  heart  muft  that 
be,  that  hafh  no  love  to  this  lovely  One  i  O  cotnmani* 
cant,  love  him  now,  when  you  have  feen  luch  an  en^ 
Imaging  fight  of  his  love :  Love  him  dearly,  love  him 
entirely,  love  him  above  all,  love  htm  more  than  all* 
And  if  you  love  him*  then  keep  his  commandmentSi 
delight  to  pieafe  him,  love  his  oidmances,  love  his  Sjn- 
tit,*  love  his  conimands,  love  his  people^  and  love  Ins 
irerv  tfofs  for  his  f  tke^ 

IV.  At  this  time  you  ought  to  awake  and  exerts  vouf 
^iritual  appetite  after  Chrift  and  the  benefits  of  his 
<eaih»  You  are  come  to  a  full  feaft,  an  inexhauftible 
tse?fure,  and  the  Mafter  of  it  al}<;ws  you  to  part  ike 
thereof  to  the  lull?  There  is  nothing  wanting,  then, 
but  a  lively  feeling  of  wants,  and  fpintiial  hunger  \ 
bad  you  this,  all  unuld  be  well  \  tor  Chrift  fills  the 
kuDgry  with  good  things.  If  there  be  any  poor  droop- 
ing communicants  at  the  table,  who  art  dif«ouraged 
ur.dcr  a  fenfe  of  their  poverty  and  en  ptinefs,  1  may 
fay  to  them,  as  Jacob  to  his  drooping  fons  in  a  time 
of  great  fcarcity  of  food,  Gen.  xlii.  12.  **  Why  do  yc 
lock  upon  one  another  ?'*  Ye  arc  poor  melancholy 
creatures,  all  ii^volved  in  the  fame  calamity  and  dil- 
trefs ;  ye  may  well  look  to  one  another*  but  one  of 
you  cannot  help  another.  Well,  1  have  good  news  to 
tell  you,  as  Jacob  told  his  fons  :  "  Behold  1  have  heard 
there  is  corn  in  Egypt,**  there  is  bread  enough  in 
your  Father^  houfe,  fufficiency  of  grace  in  Chrift  Je- 
fus  for  all  your  wants.  O  droopirg  comn  unic^nt, 
take  heart,  and  h^ften  to  vour  brother  Jcfcph  ;  your 
tloer  brcii'.ei  Chrift  is  Lord  of  the  country,  and  hath 

ih^ 


IQommand  of  aD  the  ftorc-boufes  in  the  hud  $  he  wil 
fill  your  jdists  as  n  uch  is  one  can  cirry.  Arc  \hf 
wants  many  ?  He  has  infivte  wealth.  Haft  tKoa  rm 
fnoni'y  to  imy,  no  worth  to  parch^if  1  Goed  newi«  3  He 
fells  **  v^ithout  money  and  without  price  :  Whofoevtr 
will,  may  come  and  drink  of  the  water  of  life  frcdy  * 
Poor  foul,  ca  if^eft  thou  hither  for  bread  ?  Thy  ((ractovt 
Saviour  will  not  give  thee  a  (lone.  He  toook  notice  <rf^  thfr 
ferious  preparation  for  rhe  fe^ft  \ .  and,  do  you  think  ilt 
will  iruitrate  thine  expe£tation  at  it  ?  Can  you  give  vx/ 
infiancrs,  that  ever  ht:  fent  any  hungry  foul  «mpty  •* 
way  ?  No ;  this  would  be  contrary  to  his  faithful  |yr9» 
txiiG'*  I  may  fay  to  thee,  as  the  difcipks  faid  to  tSic 
blind  man,  '*  Be  of  good  cheer,  he  calieth  for  thee  ^ 
mnd^  if  he  call  for  thee,  he  will  not  fend  thee  empty  ^ 
way.  Come  away  then,  hungry  foul,  to  a  full  Redeem<- 
«r,  and  get  all  your  wants  fujjplied,  your  defires  fatxs« 
fied.     What  wou.d  you  h.:ve  ?  **  What  is  thy  petition^ 

fnd  what  is  thy  requctt  ¥*  Would  you  have  riciie«» 
onours,  profits,  pkafur^-s  ?  You  have  them  all  berCf 
Would  you  have  all  your  five  fenfes  fatisfied  at  once? 
Come,  partake  of  the  feaft  your  Redeemer  hath  providet 
for  you  Would  yoo  have  your  fenfe  of  feeing  latito 
fird  ?  Then,  faith  he,  look  unto  me,  bdidd  me,  jcasBt 
dying  yet  ever*  living  Siviour.  Would  you  have  your 
fcnfc  of  hewing  fatiifiedi'  llicn,  f^ith  he,  "  Incline 
your  ear  and  hearken  to  me  ^*  heaf  the  fweet  charming 
vcke  of  your  Saviour  on  the  crols,  faying,  **  It  is  finill>» 
€d."  Wt'ukI  you  have  your  fenfe  of  tafting  fatisfiedl 
.Ihen,  faltli  he,  **  O  tafte  and  fee  that  God  is  good.* 
"Would  you  have  the  fenfe  of  touching  fatisfied  ?  O  tbsn^ 
fdjb  he,  **  Reach  hither  thy  finger,  and  feel  the  print 
^  the  nails  i  reach  hither  thy  hand,  and  thruil  it  inio 
jPRj  fide.'*  Would  you  have  the  fenfe  of  ffu^lling  fatis* 
ied .^  Then  cone  to  him,  **  Whole  garments  fioeU  43f 
myrrh,  aloes  and  caili.i  ^  anrd  whofe  name  U  like  cim^ 
xncut  poured  forth/'  O  vi  h^;t  a  matchlefs  perfon  is  dii^ 
\hiit  can  fo  richly  fupply  ail  your  needs  ?  i  tefl  you  a« 
gain,  if  you  go  aw  y  without  fupply,  it  will  be  tor  wa«t 
q{  a  lively  fc>nfe  of  your  needs,  and  of  j^anoog  defixct 
after  ChnU  and  bis  f uinciii^ 

Awi*» 
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Awake«  holy  defires  and  thirftinfrs  of  foul,  and  ikf% 
Lord,  **  Let  rtot  the  needy  be  forpfotten,  nor  the  ex- 
pedation  of  the  poor  perifh  for  ever*  Let  not  a  dih^ 
foul  periAi  at  the  wells  of  falration.  O  happy  were  If 
if  at  this  time  I  could  get  a  fealed  pardon  of  my  fintl 
••  O  blefledishe  whofc  iniquities  are  forgivvni  ittd 
whofe  (in  is  covered  !"  Lord,  whatever  thou  deny  me 
in  the  world,  do  not  deny  me  this  choice  bleffing.  0 
for  a  token  for  good  at  this  time  of  Chrift's  own  hand ! 
May  I  receive  a  plentiful  cffufion  of  the  graces  of  hii 
Spirit  into  my  heart.  O  that  my  lufts  and  cofruptions 
may  be  mortifitd  and  fubdued  !  May  I  be  enabled  to  do 
all  my  duties  better  than  I  have  done.  May  I  be  more 
watchful  over  my  heart,  my  tongucj  and  all  my  wayi, 
than  ever  I  have  been :  O  that  my  foul  may  deput 
much  bettered  much  revivedj  comforted  9od  ftiength* 
ened,  from  this  holy  ordinance  I  •  -" 

V.  Awake  your  thankfulnefs  to  God  at  this  time  far 
redeeming  love  ;  join  with  the  Pfalmift,  and  fay,  ^  Blc& 
the  Lord,  O  my  foul,  and  all  that  is  within  me  blefs  hit 
holy  name.  Thanks  be  to  God  for  his  unfpeakabfe 
gift :  What  (hall  I  render  unto  the  Lord  for  all  his  gifts 
and  benefits  unto  me  ?  Let  me  fpcak  of  the  glorious 
honour  cf  his  M/.jefty,  and  declare  his  wondrous  works.^ 
You  (hould  now  be  in  Marv's  frame,  to  fing  and  fayi 
as  in  Luke  i.  46.  "  My  foul  doth  magnify  the  Lordj 
and  my  fpirit  doth  rejoice  in  God  my  Saviour  :"  And 
in  Zechariah's  frame,  to  fay  with  him,  Luke  1.  68« 
•*  Bleffed  be  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrae),  for  he  hath  vifitcd 
and  redeemed  his  penp'e."  The  Ancients  called  the 
Lord's  fupper  (till  the  Eucharift,  /.  e,  the  thankfgiving, 
becaufe  the  great  defign  of  it  is  to  keep  up  the  thankful 
ren»e^  brance  of  God's  redeen^ing  love  5  and  believers 
in  partaking  of  it  (hould,  with  their  whole  fouls,  give 
thanks  unto  God  for  his  unfpeakable  gift,  and  fing 
glory  to  God  in  the  higheft  And,  for  our  example 
herein,  our  Redeemer  both  began  this  inftitution  with 
the  giving  of  thanks,  and  finging  hymns  of  praifc* 
The  Jews  at  their  paflbvcr  did  fing  the  cxiii.  Pfalm^ 
with  the  five  following  pfalnis,  which  they  called  th« 
greai  Hallelujah  A  Chnftian  (hould  in  every  thing 
and  at  all  times  give  thanks ;  but  at  tb«  facrament 
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e  ^ent  Hallelujah  muft  be  fang*  If  ever  the  heart 
tuned- for  the  work  of  praife,  it  (hould  be  now; 
r  greater  matter  for  it  voucannot  have  on  this  fide 
heaven,  than  at  this  occafion.  The  great  exhoita* 
•n  the  Ancients  gave  at  the  communiontable  was, 
pzfitm  cQvdiiy  up  with  your  he^irts,  communicatitR  ;  elc- 
:«  them  to  Qod  in.  thankfulnefs  and  praifc.  "  InVite 
?  angels  and  the  whole  creation  to  help  you  to  blcfs 
>W  for  Jefub  Chrift  the  meicy  of  mercies. 

9m$  fwrtber  Mfditaiions  m  the  Sacramental  Elements, 
ABions  and  Words, 

BESIDES  what  I  have  faid,  the  facramentalclcments, 
rions  and  words,  may  afford  fuitablc  fubjeft'  of  me- 
ntion to  communicants  while  they  fit  at  the  Lord's 
^le,  and  may  be  improven  for  the  quickening  and  up- 
rtng  of  thfe  facramental  graces  above  mentioned, 
^d  here  I  ihall  give  fome  few  inftanccs  for  the  aflift- 
cc  and  dircftion  of  weaker  Chriftians. 
"When  you  fee  the  elements  of  bread  and  wine  fct 
»f)n  the  table,  think  on  Chrift's  goodnefs  and  conde- 
^nfion  in  appointing  thefe  outward  figns  to  confirm 
'tir  faith,  and  eicite  your  aflFe£l:ions :  They  arc  not 
►ftly  things,  Chrift  would  not  be  burdenfome  to  his 
sople  with  any  of  his  ordinances.  Think  how  fitly 
icy  rcprefent  the  body  and  blood  of  our  Redeemer. 
read,  ere  it  be  fit  to  nourilh  us,  muft  be  firft  fown 
id  die  in  the  earth  \  then  it  muft  be  threftien,  grinded 
I  the  mill,  baken  in  the  oven,  broken  and  eaten  :  So 
hrift,  that  he  might  be  a  fit  Saviour  to  us,  waj;  content 
»  die,  and  be  bruifed  for  our  fins,  and  fcorchcd  in  the 
fcn  of  his  Father's  wrath.  Bread  is  the  moft  neceflary 
ing  in  the  world  \  it  ftrengtliens  man's  heart  -,  it  is 
le  ftaff  that  upholds  his  life :  So  Chrift  is  the  mercy  of 
ercies,  the  moft  ufeful  and  necefTiry  blefling  to  our 
arving  fouls.  Wine,  ere  it  be  fit  for  our  ufe,  muft  be 
ure2cd  out  of  the  grave,  and  this  muft  be  trodden  and 
uifed  in  the  wine  prefs  :  So  Chrift  was  cruftied  in  the 
inc-prcfs  of  his  Father's  wrath,  till  the  Weft  juice  of 
s  bcNdy,  his  precious  blood,  did  guQi  out  in  abundance 
Vol.  I.  4  A  for 
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for  the  Tcdemption  of  our  fouls.  ^  No  liquQqr  fr '-m^^ 
nvine  for  cheering  the  fainting  fpirits,  Ful.  ot/ij^L^ 
there  18  nothing  can  refrefli  the  drooping  fbul  ft  iJl^Eol 
as  the  blood  of  Chrift.  ^^ 

Though  brciid  and  wine  be  conunon  things  of  j 
felveSf  yet  they  are  highly  valuable  in  refpcd  q( 
fignifieancy  and  ends.     A  little  waZf  thoaghi&iti 
fmall  value,  yet,  when  affixed  to  a  charter,  it  feit  _^^ 
confirm  our  right  and  title  to  a  great  inherifaaoei^^^^i 
thefc  elements,  when  confecrated  and  ^ven  to  M.^ 
Chrift's  ambafladors,  are  to  us  a  feai  of  God's  usjmi 
and  confirm  our  title  to  all  Chrift's  purchafe.  tl^^ 

When  we  fee  the  minifter  take  the  bread,  thbklr^ 
God  did  chufe  and  take  Chrift  from  among  mqi.l 
our  Mediator,  and  a  facrifice  -for  our  Gn9« 

When  the  minifter  fets  apart,  blefles,  and  conCwUpl^ft 
the  bread,  think  how  God  let  apart  and  lent  Us  $bl^ 
fan£lified  and  furnifhed  with  all  gifts  and  graces  n#  1 1^ 
fttl  to  his  mediatory  office.  I 

When  you  fee  the  confecrated  bread  sind  w^ic  ci^fltil 
ed  to  open  view,  think  how  God  in  his  infinite  mcRT  1 
'*  hath  fet  forth  Jefus  Chrift  as  a  propitiation  through  | 
faith  in  his  blood,"  Rom.  iii.  25.  Behold  how  "  e^  | 
dently  Chrift  crucified  is  {et  forth  before  your  eyesJ* 
Behold  the  lamb  opening  the  feals,  the  fead  of  Godfl 
covenant,  the  feal  of  God's  treafures,  the  feal  of  tk 
fountain  of  life,  and  the  feal  of  heaven's  gates  \  all 
which  were  ftiut  before^  till  Chrift  came  to  open  them. 
Suppofe  now  you  hear  that  voice.  Rev,  vL  *<  Cbme  and 
fee.'*  Open  the  eye^  of  faith,  and  fee  a  great  fight. 
What  is  to  be  feen  here  ?  Tou  may,  O  communicant, 
fee  here  the  heinous  nature  of  fin,  the  feverity  of  divioe 
juftice,  the  roifery  of  the  damned,  the  defervings  of  un- 
believers :  You  may  fee  the  devil  conquered,  juftice  fa- 
tisfied,  a  flame  of  love  kindled  in  Chrift's  heart  that  ma- 
ny waters  could  not  quench  :  You  may  fee  the  clefts  of 
the  rock  opened,  and  a  fanfluary  found  out :  You^iay 
fee  the  precioufnefs  of  fouls,  the  price  of  pardon,  and 
the  worth  of  heaven.  Chrift's  body  and  blood,  which 
were  given  for  thern^  do  ihew  that  they  axe  things  of 
no  fmall  value. 

When 


Wheh  fbii  fee  the  etnhentSi  j6n  hafts  caufe  to  Uefs 
Oodj  and  rejoice  at  the  fight  of  this  preciout  fign  and 
fealof  Gdd*8  cbfetfiant  of  grace  and  faWatioit.  We  (hould 
tejoice  to  fee  this  rainbow  in  the  clondi  a  fign  of  God's 
COTenanti  and  promife  to  fecure  the  world  againft  a  de- 
ftroyitig  deluge  :  Much  more  (hould  We  joy  to  fee  the 
fign  of  God's  confirming  his  covenant  with  believersy 
fecufing  them  againft  the  orerflowing  of  God's  wrath. 
If  it  ftill  rained,  and  never  a  rainbow  appeared,  we  might 
fislve  reafdh  to  fear :  So,  if  we  never  faw  this  ordinance 
and  feal  of  God's  covenant,  we  might  fufpefl:  danger : 
But,  O  believer,  you  fee  God  is  faithful  and  willing  to 
Iceifp  tovenant ;  there  is  the  rainbow  appearing ;  a  plea- 
'iant  fight  to  a  guilty  finner  ! 

Wheii  you  fee  the  minifter  lay  his  hand  oti  the  bread, 
lift  up  your  foul  and  pray,  '*  That  God  may  lay  his 
hand  on  your  difeafed  foul,  that  all  your  diftempers  may 
depart  from  you  :  Lord,  lay  hold  on  my  foul,  as  the  an« 
^e!  did  upon  Lot ;  fave  me  from  the  flames  of  wrath, 
taufe  me  to  efcape  out  of  Sodom  into  the  mount  of 
God,  and  clefts  of  the  rock,  that  I  periih  not." 

When  you  fee  the  bread  broken,  think  on  the  break- 
ing and  tormenting  of  Chrift's  body,  and  the  bruifing  of 
hb  foul  for  our  fins*  He  fuffered  a  double  death,  one  in 
bis  foui,  and  another  in  his  body ;  he  fuffered  from  men 
and  devils  :  But  all  that  was  nothing  to  what  he  fuffered 
from  his  Father ;  for,  when  men  were  wounding  his  bo- 
dy, the  Father's  hand  bruifed  his  foul,  made  a  thoufand 
wounds  therein,  and  poured  in  a  whole  ocean  of  wrath 
upon  him :  he  brake  him  with  breach  upon  breach,  and 
overwhelmed  him  with  one  wave  of  vengeance  upon  the 
back  of  another,  till  all  his  billows  went  over  him.  This 
Was  a  fad  time  to  our  Saviour :  yet  all  thefe  floods  could 
tot  drown  his  love  to  us,  nor  make  him  quit  the  grip  he 
had  taken  of  us,  but,  come  of  him  what  will,  his  poor  peo- 

Jle  muft  notperifh ;  his  love  to  them  flamed  higheft  when 
is  fufferings  were  greateft. 
Tou  (hould,  at  this  time,  defire  to  be  in  the  fame 
frame,  as  if  you  had  been  at  Golgotha  ftanding  at  the 
foot  of  the  crofs,  and  had  feen  the  blood  trickling  down, 
and  heard  all  the  dying  groans  of  the  Lamb  of  God.    O 
4A2  ibaU 
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flYall  we  fee  the  blefled  Son  of  God,  the  brightnefs  of  la 
Fvitlier^s  glory,  with  his  eyes  dim,  hiF  checks  wad,  his 
fare  pale,  his  head  bowing,  his  heart  fainting,  his  6dc 
bleeding,  his  wounds  open  to  (helrer  us,  and  his  lore 
ftreaming  forth  in  blood  to  us  ;  I  fay,  (hall  we  fee  d 
this,  and  our  afFedions  not  raifed,  our  love  not  kiiut 
led,  9nd  our  hearts  not  concerned  !  O  what  a  monftrooi 
thing  will  it  be,  to  fee  our  affe&ions  and  graces  at  the 
lowed  ehb,  when  there  is  a  high  ftrctm-tide  of  the 
love  and  blood  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  flomng  to* 
'.  wards  us  ! 

Take  a  view  of  Jefus  on  the  crofs  breathing  forth  hwc 
to  us,  when  he  was  breathing  forth  his  lad  :  Let  us  look 
ftreightly  and  (ledfaftly  to  him,  as  he  did  to  us.  Many 
write,  that  he  was  crucified  with  his  face  toward  the 
weft  :  The  Jews  did  it  out  of  defpite,  as  reckoning  him 
unworthy  to  look  on  the  temple  and  holy  city  that  ftooi 
on  the  eaft  of  mount  Calvary ;  but  he  had  a  gracious 
meaning  and  delign  to  us  thereby,  and  now  was  that 
word  remarkably  fulfilled,  Pfal.  Ixvi.  7.  "His  eyes  be- 
hold the  nations :"  For  now  his  eyes  looked  to  us  Gen- 
tiles, when  he  was  upon  the  crofs ;  and  O  it  was  an  eye 
of  love  and  pity  he  call  then  upon  us :  And  (hall  not 
this  encourage  us  to  lift  up  an  eye  of  faith  to  him  upon 
the  crofb  for  healing  and  falvation  ?  Efpecially  feeing  he 
calls  us  to  do  it,  Ifa.  xlv.  22.  "  Look  unto  me  and  be 
ye  faved,  all  the  ends  of  the  earth."  And  it  is  to  be 
obfer\'ed,  that  Chrift  in  this  call  hath  a  Ipecial  eye  to 
us  in  Scotland,  who  were  then  Gentiles,  and  are  Hke- 
wiff-  amonp  the  end«  of  the  earth.  O  (hall  wr,  in  this 
land  and  corner  of  the  world,  have  fuch  a  loving  invita- 
tion to  look  to  a  crucified  Saviour  for  mercy,  and  will 
we  neglefl  it  ?  Lehold  his  arnns  ftrctched  out  to  em- 
brace you,  and  will  you  not  defire  to  flee  into  them  ? 
Bthohi  him  bowing  his  head  on  the  crofs^  to  take  a 
view  of  your  wounds,  and  whifper  con:fort  into  your 
cars  :  Beiioiii  him  opening  a  window  in  his  fide  to  take 
you  into  his  heart,  and  pourmg  out  blood  thence  to  re- 
deem you,  and  water  to  ckanfe  you,  a  fountain  both  for 
your  juftification  and  faudtification. 

Agaii!^ 
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A^in,  when  you  (ee  the  brca^l  broken^  look  to 
CKriiVs  wounds  as  an  open  city  of  refujc  for  thy  foul 
chat  U  purfttcd  hy  jufticc  to  t.ike  fanduary  111 :  His- 
wounds  are  laid  open,  that  yoa  may  fee  into  his  bleed- 
ing htarty  and  fee  his  yearning  bowels  of  merqr.  and 
hear  them  founding  towards  you,  ^n  o^je£l  of  pity  and 
fpcQaclc  of  mifcry  Poor  fhe«terlefs  foul,  quit  all  <i- 
Aer  (hclterii,  and  flee  to  the  clefts  of  the  rock  here 
opened,  faying,  "  Tliis  U  my  reft,  and  here  1  will 
flay* 

Pray  at  this  time,  "  Lord,  may  my  hard  heart  ba 
broken  and  melted,  that  I  may  in  fome  meafure  be:  con- 
formed to  my  broken  Saviour:**  Or,  "  Lord,  break 
the  united  forces  of  my  (insi  and  fcatter  them  by  thy 
jnighty  arm  *• 

When  you  fee  the  minifter  offering  the  bread  to  th« 
communicants,  and  hear  him  faying, "  Take  ye,  eat  ye,* 
&c.  think  How  freely  God  offers  his  Son,  and  Cfirift  of- 
fers himfeJf  to  be  ours  ?  Think  how  you  fee  him  at  the 
head  of  the  table,  peaking  offer  of  himfcif  to  you,  fay- 
ingi  **  lake  me,  and  <he  whole  purchafe  of  my  blood; 
take  my  fealed  teftament,  and  all  the  legacies  in  it  5 
take  a  fealed  pardon  of  all  your  fmsj  and  a  fealed  right 
|o  eternal  lifr  .*' 

When  yo«  receive  the  bread  into  your  hand,  fee  that 

Jou  ftretch  forth  the  hand  of  faith  to  receive  and  em- 
race  Chrift  crucifi«-d,  as  your  bleedjng  High-pricft,  to 
^make  atonement  for  you ;  fay  with  your  heart,  **  Con- 
tent, Lord,  even  fo  I  take  thee,  and  feal  a  covenant 
%ith  thee,  I  clafp  about  thee  as  mine;  I  believe,  Lord^ 
lielp  my  unbc*lieP'  If  Chrift  hi  noc  received  by  faith 
in  this  ordinance,  there  is  nothing  dpne  but  what  is  ill, 
O  will  you  come  to  this  table  and  receive  the  bread  of 
the  Lord  and  not  receive  the  bread,  the  Lord  ?  O  it 
will  be  fad,  it  yriil  be  bitter  at  death,  or  judgment  ^ 
when  you  come  to  die,  you  will  cry,  "  Lord,  receive 
^my  foul :"  Well,  may  not  Chrift  anfwer  you,  "  I  will 
juft  receive  your  foul  ns  you  received  my  body  in  the 
facrament,  when  you  was  intreatcd,  and  that  was  not 
at  all?"  O  then  confider  what  Chrift  has  done  for 
youj  and  the  abfolute  neceiBty  you  ftand  in  of  him,  and 
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receire  him  into  yo«r  fouls.  O  will  yoa  not  accept  of 
a  bruifed  Lord,  a  bruifed  friend,  when  ,iie  is  knocking, 
with  the  crofe  on  his  back,  the  nails  la  his  hands,  and 
fpear  in  his  fide  !  Can.  you  find  in  your  hearts  to  hold 
him  at  the  door,  in .  this  pofture  f  Will  you  not  open 
your  hearts  to  him,  who  opened  his  fide  to  yoti  ? 

When  you  are  making  ufc  o^  this  bread,  praife  afid 
magnify  God  fot  providing  this  heavenly  manna,  td 
keep  your  foul  from  perifhing :  Blefs  him  tor  this/eaft, 
and  feed  on  it  that  you  may  live  :  Apply  Chrift  and  his 
benefits  for  the  nourifliing  your  fouls,  and^flrengthcn- 
ing  your  graces :  Blefs  him  for  this  noble  contrivance 
and  undertaking.  Rejoice  in  Chrifl,  that  hath  fourid  . 
out  a  way,  by  his  death,  to  reconcile  an  angry  God  t6 
you,  and  procure  you  accefs  to  'his  table,  that  you  may 
fcaft  with  him.  With  what  joy  and  thankfulnefs  did 
the  Ifraelites  go  forth  to  gather  manna;  that  bread 
which  God  fent  them  fiom  heaven :  But,  O  here  is  a 
better,  manna  come  from  heaven :  Will  ye  not  be 
thankful  for  it,  and  run  with  defire  to  get  it  ?  The  If- 
taclites  manna  could  not  give  life  to  the  dead;  but 
here  is  manna  that  can  reftore  and  prefcrve  life  both  ; 
yea,  givd  evcrlafting  life  to  both  foul  and  body-  The 
Ifraelites  manna  fell  not  on  the  Sabbath,  and  they  might 
not  go  to  gather  it  that  day  :  But,  bleffed  be  God,  this 
manna  falls  every  day,  and  double  on  the  Sabbath,  and 
welcome  are  ye  to  gather  it  this  day ;  for  Chrift  now 
rains  it  in  greater  plenty,  and  calls  you  to  be  more  di- 
ligent on  it  than  on  other  days.  Hi  table  is  well  furnlfti- 
ed  with  manna  this  day  :  O  feed  and  refrefli  your  fouls 
well  before  you  leave  it,  and  ftrive  to  preferve  the  rel- 
i(h  of  it  when  you  are  gone.  Cry  now  with  thefe, 
John  vi.  34.  "  Lord,  evermore  give  us  this  bread." 
This  bread  both  fatisfies  the  foul,  and  creates  an  appe-  . 
tite ;  O  for  a  perpetual  hunger  for  it !  It  is  the  uime 
bread  the  glorified  faints  do  feed  on  for  evermore  :  In 
heaven  they  never  lothe  this  manna,  nor  weary  of  it,  as 
the  Ifraelites  did  of  theirs.  It  is  but  a^fmall  crumb,  O 
communicants,  you  get  of  it  here,  to  that  eternal  feaft 
provided  above. 

Again, 
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Agaiiii  breads  in  fcriptqrei  is  called^  the  (lafF  of  bread. 
Othis  is  the  true  ftaff  of  bread  ;  here  bread,  if  caten^ 
hj  faith»  that  will  prove  a  llaff  to  fupport  yoo,  a*  ftaff' 
tP  4cfend  you,  a  ftaff  to  beat  your  enemiesy  and  put  all 
your  lufts  to  6ight :  This  is  1^  ftaff  that  will  enable  you 
to  run  in  God's  way,  **  and  (i^ht  the  armies  of  the  ali«^ 
f  ns." — ^That  is  2^  ftr^nge  dr^am  that  one  of  the  Mldian^ 
{ti(h  hoft  had,  when  Gideon  Was  coming  upon  them, 
^udge?  vii.  13.  "  Behold,  a. cake  of  barley  bjead  came 
tumoKng  into  the  hod  of  Midian,  and  fmote  a  t^nt/ 
^c.  Strange  !  a  piece  of  bread  0vert«riied  a  teot  J^, 
^at  dream  is  interpreted  in  this  facramcnt :  Here  ^ 
fiece  of  bread,  O  comniunicaht,  if  eaten  by  faith,  thac 
'will  tumble  into  the  hoft  of  Satan,  and  (hy  iufts,  thefti; 
^idiahiteSf  whi<ih  have  lon^  vexed  you  with  their  wilesi 
^rike  down  their  tents,  and  put  them  all  to  flight 
purely,  a  view  here,  by  faith,  of  Chrift's  body  pierce^ 
and  nailed  by  fin,  will  turn  a  believer's  heart  againfl; 
fin,  as  the  moft  hateful  thing  in  the  world  :  Let  Ga  flat-^ 
ier  a^  it  will,  he  will  never  forget  what  it  hath*  done  to 
tiis  (tear  Saviour.  Tliis  is  both  quickemng  and  kilUng 
bread  ;  for,  as  it  is  life  t^  youv  foulsj  ib  it  is  poifon  ta 
ypurlul^s. 

When  you  fee  the  wine  poured  out,  think  hoir  free- 
lyat^d  willingly  Chrift  fuffered  for  you.  He  poured 
out  his  blood  as  freely  as  the  wine  is  poured  out  to  you ; 
yea,  it  i^  faid,  Ifa.  liii.  12,  *<  He  poured  out  his  ibul 
Vnto  death,"  as  freely  as  we  pour  water  out  of  a  vefTel. 
lie  had  freely  emptied  his  veins  in  the  garden,  and  oa 
^e  crofs  -,  every  pore  became  an  eye  to  weep  blood  for 
your  fakes  :  He  is  wounded  overall,  that  hi^ blood  may 
tun  the  more  plentifully  and  freely  \  and,  when  hQ 
hath  no  Q>ore  blood  to  pour  out,  he  next  pours  out  hit 
ibul  for  you :  And,  would  you  have  any  more  from 
your  loving  Saviour  ?  O  did  he  pour  out  his  ibul  unta 
^eath,  and  will  ybu  not  pour  out  your  fouls  into  hisrbo- 
<bm ! 

Again,  when  you  fee  it,  by  fattfa,  behoid  the  wells  of 
^Ivation  now  opened,  the  flone  rolled  away^  and  feh^ 
fountain  of  the  water  of  Ufe  running  freely,  and  foUow« 
ing  poor  finners.    Q  rua  not  away  from  it,  but  tuna  ta 
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it;  drink,  and  lire  for  erermorr,  Oiball  «^e  fountaitt 
rf  life  be  opcne<1,  and  the  n  ouths  of  your  fouls  faft 
fl  ut !  Can  you  fee  Chli^'i^  blooii  running,  and  not  de- 
fir*-  to  be  bathed  with  it  ?*  Haft  thou  blind  eyes  or  lame 
fett,  weak  hands  or^enle  knees,  a  cold  or  hard  heatt| 
a  feared  or  doubtii'ig  foul  ?  Here  a  cure  for  all  thy  di* 
feafc^.  Thou  art  now  at  the  fide  of  tl.c  pooL  juft  at 
the  healing  wrers,  oreftrp  will  bring  you  to  them: 
Look  to  Chriil  f  t  (Irength,  fiir  up  your  fouls,  ftep  vc^ 
drink,  bathe,  and  be  made  whole  for  erer. 

When  you  drink  the  cup,  reniembcr  the  precious 
blood  of  Chtift  ;  eye  it  by  faith,  plead  it  with  God,  and 
apply  it  to  your  fouls :  Thirftlv  drink  it  by  the  mouth 
of  faith  :  Say,  **  I  am  an  unrighteous  creature,  but  t 
here  is  juftifying  blood  ;  my  heart  is  polluted,  but  here 
is  fanf^ifying  blood ;  my  foul  is  wounded,  but  here  is 
healing  blood  :  My  lufts^  are  ftrong  and  lively,  but  here 
is  mortifying  blood  ;  my  heart  is  very  dead,  but  here  is 
qutckeniiig  blood  ;  it  is  very  hard,  but  here  is  foftening 
blood :  O,  fliall  not  a  drop  of  this  blood  light  on  my 
hard  heart  ?  O  let  me  not  mifs  a  cure,  when  the  balm 
of  Giltad  is  among  my  handii !  This  blood  healed  thou- 
fands,  and  (hall  my  plagues  continue  ?  Lord,  ma/  that 
inno<.ent  blood,  that  dropt  from  tl»y  hands  and  thy  fidci 
wafh  away  all  the  fpots  and  ftains  of  my  guilty  foul.** 

As  you  find  the  wine  warm  on  your  cold  ftomach,  fo 
let  the  love  and  blood  of  Chrift  warm  your  cold  heart 
and  affections  with  vehement  love  and  defire  to  him. 
Shall  Chrift'b  heart  be  hot  as  fire  to  you,  and  will  your's 
be  cold  as  ice  to  hin.  ?  Can  you  feel  his  warm  and 
bleeding  heart,  ^nd  not  cry  out  with  Thomas,  "  My 
Lord,  and  my  God  ?*'  How  (hall  1  cxprtfs  my  love  to 
my  loving  and  lovely  Jcfus,  who  loved  me  and  gave  him- 
felf  for  me  ?  How  dearly,  Lord,  hail  thou  purchafed  my 
love.,  unworthy  as  it  is  ?  What  hath  the  world  or  fin  to 
do  with  that  which  Chrift  hath  bought  fo  dear  !  O  for 
a  heart  ready  to  buril  with  love  to  him  that  is  only 
worthy  to  be  the  objeft  of  it !  O  for  a  live  coal  from 
God's  ahar  to  kindle  the  flame,  that  many  waters  might 
not  quenth !  Worfe  am  I  th.in  a  bealt,  if  I  be  not  ra- 
ififhed  with  Chrift's  matchlefs  love. 

When 
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When  you  fce  the  elements  divided  and  difttibuted 
liinong  tht  communicants,  beKeve  it,  that  Chrift  Is 
really,  though  kivifiblc,  dealing  forth  the  effects  and 
benefits  of  his  death  and  fufiSrings  to  the  worthy  re- 
cetyers.  ^ 

When  you  fee  l>oth  the  bread  and  the  wine  given, 
thinlc  that  God  is  offering  and  giving  Chrift/ and  all 
Chrift  unto  us  ;  and  wc  muft  be  willing  to  take  Chrift 
and  all  that  is  in  him,  all  his  benefits,  all  his  offices,  all 
bis  laws,  attd  all  his  crofs  he  thinks  fit  to  lay  on  us. 

When  the  bread  and  wine  are  offered  to  you.  and  you 
hear' Chrift  faying,  Take^  eat^  drink;  O  then  ca ft  open 
all  the  doors  and  gates  of  your  foul,  that  •*  the  King  of 
({lory  may  enter  in  :**  Say,  ^*  Come  in,  thou  bleffedof 
th6  Lord  J  wherefore  ftandeft  thou  without  ?  As  I  re- 
ceive the  bread  of  the  Lord  into  my  mouth,  let  me  re- 
ceive the  bread,  the  Lord,  into  my  f>  }.^  Lord,  it  was 
my  errand  to  receive  thee  into  my  h^art,  let  me  not  go 
without  thee.'*  Stir  up  faith  mightily,  tc  .'•ceive  Chrift 
and  all  his  benefits.  Stretch  out  faith's  arms  as  far 
and  as  wide  as  you  may,  to  welcome,  embrace,  and 
clafp  about  your  Saviour,  and  fay,  "  My  beloved  is 
mine,  and  I  am  his  :**  Now  may  the  marriage  be 
fealed  and  ratified,  and  the  knot  caft  which  (hall  never 
be  loofed  again :  And  happy,  happy  for  ever  ib  my 
choice,  rich  is  my  portion,  my  foul  is  made  up  to  all 
eternity 

When  you  are  eating  and  drinking  the  bread  and 
wine,  let  your  foul  be  bufy  making  clofe  and  particu- 
lar application  by  faith  of  Chrift  and  all  his  benefits, 
according  to  your  various  nectfGtfes.  And  confidef, 
thiU  as,  by  eating  and  drinking,  your  food  incorporates 
with  yoiir  boifies,  and  turns  one  with  you ;  fo  Chrift 
by  faith  is  myfti'cally  united  to  you,  and  yoU  are  made 
one  with  Chrift  :  As  the  broken  bread  enters  into  your 
body,  and  becomes  your's  by  feeding  upon  it  j  fo  you 
are  to  belitive,  that  as  truly  Chrift's  broken  body,  and 
the  purchafe  of  his  blood,  are  applied  10  you  for  cur- 
ing and  faving  your  foul,  and  that  all  his  merits  and 
gra^  ^  s  are  your's  by  tr.ith  i  "  This  is  my  body  th:it  was 
broken  for  you."      Again,  -as  eating  and  drinking  of 
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proper  food  is  very  pleafant  to  our  bodies,  lb  «e  x 
to  take  great  fatisfa^lion  and  complacency  in 
of  Chrift  and  hie  benefita      Let  us  fatiate  omi! 
tailing  of  his  goodnefs,  and  feafting  on   his 
dainties.     And  as  by  our  earthly  food  our  bodiei  t 
ftrengthened  for  labour,  fo  by  this  fpiritual  fcx)d  our! 
and  our  graces  are  nouriflied  and  ftrengthened  for  I 
duties  of  religion. 

Again,  you  are  to  look  upon  thefe  facramental  i 
as  a  mutual  giving  and  taking  fafine  and  infeftmentl 
twixt  Chrift  and  your  fouls.  Hereby  you  getinfieftmcil 
of  a  crucified  Chrift,  his  great  purcbafe  and  glorioos*! 
heritance ;  and  hereby  Chrift  takes  infeftment  of  yoll 
foul  and  body,  to  be  his  children,  his  heirs,  hisfenraalil 
and  fotdiers,  to  obey  him  and  fight  for  him  whik  fOi| 
lire.  You  are  hereby  confecrate  to  be  temples  for  till 
fervice  and  refidence  \  beware  of  defiling  the  teai|k| 
of  the  Lord,  fuffer  not  a  herd  of  fwinifti  lufts  to  enter] 
therein,  left  God  abhor  you  and  caft  you  off  for  CTer.. 

When  you  hear  thefe  words  of  the  inftitntion,  <<  TUi  I 
cup  is  the  New  Teftament  in  my  blood  :  This  do  if 
remembrance  of  me  :  Confider  why  it  is  called  a  Teft*  ' 
ment ;  it  is  becaufe  in  lus  ordinance  we  have  Chrift's 
teftament  and  latter  will  fealed,  wherein  he  leaves  m> 
ny  a  rich  legacy  to  his  poor  friends :  And  here  be 
gives  a  fealed  copy  of  his  teftament  into  every  one  of 
their  hands. 

^icft.  •*  What  ait  the  legacies  he  leaves  ?" 

jinf.  Pardon,  peace,  wifdom,  righteoufnefs,  fan^Ufi- 
cation,  redemption,  grace,  and  glory. 

^lijl.  ^^  But  how  (hall  I  know  if  I  have  any  intereft 
herein  ?" 

Aftf.  Are  you  one  of  Chrift's  poor  relations  ?  Can 
you  claim  ^ny  fibnefs  te  him  by  faith  and  regeneration  i 
Then  your  name  is  in  Chrift's  Teftament. 

^4e/}.  •*  But  how  (hall  1  be  fare  that  the  Teftament 
is  in  force,  and  will  be  execute  ?*' 

Anf,  It  is  become  of  force  by  the  death  of  the  Tcfta- 
tor,  who  died,  and  left  his  Teftament  in  the  hands  of 
the  bleffed  Spirit  to  be  executor  of  it,  and  to  apply  it  to 
tbofe  the  Teftator  appointed  :    Yea^  (hicfled  be  God, 

the 
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tihe  Teilator  is  rifmi  afirain,  and  lives  to  fee  the  execu- 
tion of  it  bimfelf  likewife* 

.    ^efi.  "  But,  wiU  I  get  aU  Chrift's  purchafe  and  le- 
.gacies  juft  now  ?" 

Anf.  You  (hall  be  infeft,  and  have  your  right  fecu- 
rcd  to. all  this  peat  cftate  left  by  Chrift's  will  to  you  ; 
and  out  of  it  you  (hall  have  a  prefent  rnaintenance,  tUl 
the  time  appointed  come,  when  you  (hall  enter  into  the, 
fttll  pofleffion  of  the  inheritance.  You  are  but  minors 
yet.  and  not  fit  to  be  iritrufted  with  it  \  but  it  is  fccu- 
Tcd  in  good  hands  for  you,  tUl  you  come  to  full  ag;e.  In 
the  meantime,  you  hear  the  dying.  Teilator  leaves  a 
charge  upon  you,  to  "  do  this  in  ren>embrance  of  him." 
Think  on  him  and  his  love  to  you  *,  think  what  he  has 

-  contrived,  what  he  has  promifed,  what  he  has  done,  what 
lie  is  ftill  doing,  and  what  he  is  about  to  do  for  you  : 
Remember  him  who  remembered  you  in  your  loweft 
cftate,  and  is  dill  remembering  you :  Remember  him 
that  is  coming  again  quickly  in  the  clouds,  to  meet  you^ 
take  you  home  to  his  palace,  and  put  you  in  poflef- 
fion of  all.  He  commands  you  to  (hew  his  death  ciil  he 
come  again* 

.  When  you  hear  of  his  coming  again,  confider  what 
a  glorious  coming  and  glad  meeting  that  will  be.  O  be- 
liever, you  now  fee  Chrift  only  through  thefe  elenjents 
by  an  eye  of  faith,  but  then  you  (hall  fee  him  by  an  eve 
of  immediate  viflon,  you  (hall  fee  him  even  as  he  is  \ 
and  O  how  mightily  furprifed  will  you  be  at  the  fight ! 
You  will  fay,  as  the  Qaeen  of  Sheba  faid  of  Solomon^ 
The  half  was  not  told  me  when  I  was  in  my  own  coun- 
try \  but,  "  Behold  a  greater  than  Solomon  is  here.'* 

Before  you  rife  from  the  table,  you  may  think  on 
Elijah 's  cake  baken  on  the  coals,  and  his  crufe  of  water^ 
in  the  (Irength  of  which  meat  he  went  forty  days  and 
forty  nights  till  he  came  to  Horeb,  the  mount  of  Gdd, 
X  Kings  xix.  6.  8.  Think  how  much  more  fubftantial, 
durable  and  nouri(hing  the  food  is  that  thou  haft  been 
partaking  of,  and  blefs  God  for  it.  Elijah  is  twice  there 
wakened  to  take  a  double  meal ;  and  fo  ought  vou  to 
loufe  up  and  provoke  your  fpiritual  appetite  to  pke  a- 
nother  n^otfd  ere  you  go ;  you.  (hould  fc^d  plentifully 
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«t  Chrift'ft  table.  It  U  a  rirtac  to  he  a  holy  fsMtton  it 
this  feaft  :  To«  knoirciiot  if  ever  «ott  got  atiother  teal 
like  this»  till  y^ttco*  etc  tht*  it.ount  of  Gbd  afaoie; 
this  m.'y  he  jourl«ft  con  r  un«oiv  beiB^  and  the  hi 
tin  e  ybo  (hall  dr.nk  of  thr-  fruU  of  rh«-  Tine  in  thib  ann- 
net;  t»ke  a  lar^e  fill  to  ttrcrjjihcii  yofif  foaV  fo?  ydai 

turney,  yoo  krio^  '.t  irhat  t«lAl^(t  and  Anrms.miy 
ow  Ay  the  way:  YciU  H^vk  a  (irj^  to  hold  cot,  tab 
is  pro^ifions  herr  ;  you  l<aTc  a  Yoyn,;tf  to  go,  fife  tbit 
*you  Tifiual  your  (hip  :  Death  wilt  try  and  pilr  all  joor 
graces  to  it.  The  wtftti  Tirprins  ba^e  no  grace  to  vpnn 
at  the  coming  of  t*e  Bridegroom  :  Wh<it  Aonne  of 
tempt^itions  and  difficuhie*-  do  many  poor  fainta  meet 
^th  on  a  death-bed  ?  It  te  with  mach  ado  they  pur/irfe 
Into  the  harbbur  at  laft :  O  then  gather  nr^aniMFwiuioit 
is  falling;  for  your  gathering  time  may  be  loft* 

Confider,  tliat,  vhile  you  are  at  the  table^  yov  att 
Hear  Chrift  your  Phyfician  ;  therefore  be  frnfibk  of 
your  maJadiea  and  look  up  to  him  with  your  finger  on 
your  fore,  and  cry  with  rhe  Pfalmift,  Pfal.  xli.  4« 
••  "Lord,  be  merciful  urto  me  ;  heal  my  foul,  for  1-  hare 
finned  agairft  thee."  Now  the  balm  of  Gilead  is  a- 
mong  my  hands,  and  it  will  be  fad  if  I  (hould  mifs  a 
cure.  The  blood  of  Chrift»  th^t  hath  healed  thoufand8» 
is  now  at  hand  ;  Oh  let  not  my  plagues  continue  with . 
me.  O  let  a  drop  of  that  precious  blood  light  on  my 
coki,-  deed,  and  hard  heart,  that  fome  heat,  life  and  foft« 
nefs  maybe  got  and  preferred  therein. 

Tou  ate  come  to  Chrift  on  a  good  day,  when  he  il 
on  a  throne  of  grace  with  a  fceptre  of  mercy  in  lui 
hand  ;  fee  that  you  make  all  your  wants  known  to  him. 
A  feafting  time  is  a  time  of  granting  requtrfts :  •*  What 
is  thy  petition,  and  what  is  thy  requeft*  Queen  Efther?** 
faid  king  Ahafuerus  at  the  banquet  of  wine.  So  faid 
Kin^  Jefus  to  the  worthy  communicant  at  his  royal 
feaft,  "  What  is  thy  petiti6n,  and  what  is  thy  requeft  ? 
What  will  ye  that  I  (hall  do  unto  you  i'*  as  Chrift  afk- 
cfd  the  blind  men^'Mat.  xxir  32.  Let  yourrequefts  belike 
thofe  of  the  Pfalihift,  "  Confider,  and  hear  me,  O  Lord . 
mjr  God ;  lighten  mine  eyes,  left  1  fleep  the  fleep  of 
d^atKi  FTal.  xiii.  3.   Let  my  foul  lire^and  it  ibaU  praife 
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thcc,  Pfil.  cxix  I  r.  Purge  me  with  hyflbp,  and  I 
'  (hall  be  clean  \  w  iih  me,  and  I  {hail  be  whiter  than 
fnow,  Pfal.  li.  t.  Rrftore  i^nto  me  the  joy  of  thy  fal- 
Vation,  and  uphold  me  with  thy  free  fpirir."  P(al.  H. 
I;?.  Or,  you  may  put  fome  of  the  Spoufe's  petitionsat 
this  time,  '*  Draw  me,  we  will  tun  after  thee,  Cant. 
i.  4,  Awake,  O  northwind,  come  thou  fourh,  blow 
upon  my  garden,  that  the  fpices  thereof 'm  Ay  tiow  out. 
Let  my  beloved  come  into  his  garden,  aiid  tfat'his  plea- 
fant  fruits,  Cant.  iv.  16.  Make  hafte,  my  beloved,  and 
be  thou  like  to  a  roe  or  young  hart  upon  the  mountams 
of  fpices,"     Cant   viii.    14. 

O  communicant,  thou  art  near  to  a  crucified  Chriil 
when  at  the  table,  as  tl;e  penitent  tlii.f  n'<.\r  to  him 
when  on  the  crofs;  he  got  mercy  from  Chvift  when  he 
fought  it,  and  fo  may  you,  if  you  feck  u  with  th^,  fame 
frame  of  heart.  Cry,  i^ord,  look  on  n  por>r  (inner  at 
thy  table*  as  thou  didft  on  hi^m  that  han^;  on  the  crofs* 
**  Lord,  Remember  me,  now  thou  art  la  thy  kingdom." 
Thy  wounds  are  open  now  ;  Lord,  fheltet  me  in  them. 
Thy  blood  if^  runping  freiH  :  O  bnhe  my  deceafed  foul 
in  this  fountain,  that  I  m^iy  be  whole  for  ever,  Sa 
much  for  the  fecond  head  of  dire<!ilions.  I  now  pro* 
ceed  to  the  third  head. 


CHAP.    V\ 

Concerning  a  Communicant^ s  Behai^iour  after  Partakings 
and  when  the  Communion  Sabbath  is  over* 

IN  difcourfing  this  head,  I  propofe  to  do  thefe  fol-' 
lowing  things :  i.  To  give  fome  direftlons  concern- 
ing your  deportment  when  rifing  and  going  from  the 
Lord*s  table.  2  Concerning  your  carriage  when  you 
go  home  to  your  cbfets  and  retiring  places.  3.  Con- 
cerning your  behwiour  md  convcrfation  in  the  world 
when  aU  the  work  is  o?cr,  - 

r     .  ^^^^\ 
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yortmeot  when  Rifing  ivA  doing  firdih  ^ibt  hoM 

.  SEtilEVERS  are  femettm^ft  r«adv  to  &7,,  *^  |rs 
gBod  for  tti  to  be  here,  let  ua  liaild'tabeniaclc^iiiM 
rfweK.ftill/'  But  this  table,  tbottgh  it  be  (atistyuaj^  if^ 
tfot  lafting  I  though  the  meal  be  fwect,  it  is  fliort.  Afi 
nittga  here  below^re  tranfitory,  and  Gomrounuma  an^ 
pailLng  things  with  the  reft.  Tou  niuft  nCp  wd  ga. 
ibwti  from  the  :mottnty  ai|d  return  to  the  world^  and 
tOLtcl  in  the  wildemefs  again.  Ob»  may  the  beliei^ 
tifp  ^  And  muft  I  rife,  and  go  bad^  to  that  unfatid^n 
iig  and  {bbr-ftarving  world  again?  What  (haU tail 
dkere»  if  my  Redeemer  go  not  alongft  with/ne  ?  hdji^ 
take  me  by  the  hand,  lead  ifte,  uphqld  me,  ai|d  be  ^tho« 
Mil  with  me  y  and  at  laft  bring.me  to  that  enftleis  feaft^ 
wu  haft  prepared  for  thy  people  above,  iirfiere  I  mar 
cirer  lye  in  thy  bofon1«  under  the  interrupted  beams  of 
thy  fmiiing  and  cheering  countenance,  and  for  ever 
lieed  my  hungry  foul  on  thy  blefled  felf,  without  the 
Belp  of  fymboU  or  facraments,  and  where;  the  guefta 
will  be  never  called  to  rife  from  that  glorious  table  any 
»ore.* 

^mjf.  What  is  that  frame  and  difpoGtion  of  (bul 
tKat  we  (hould  have  in  riiing  and  going  from  the  Lord*$ 
table? 

Afj/.  With  refped^  to  that  obferve  the  following  di« 
redlions : 

Tou  ought  to  life  and  go  from  the  table. 

I.  In  a  wondering  and  admiring  frame.  Continue 
to  ^HTonder  at  the  love  of  God  in  giving  his  beloved  Son 
to  die  a  curfed  death  for  us.  Though  he  loved  him. 
moft  dearly,  yet  he  wounded  him  moft  deeply,  that  his 
precious  blood  might  ftream  forth  and  fave  us.  Hence 
It  ib  faid,  Ifa.  liii.  lo.  **  It  pleafed  the  Lord  to  bruife, 
him.'*  Junius  reads  it,  Fald^  iekBattatR^  i.  e.  He  was 
txceedingly  delighted  in  it.  Strange  f  other  parents^ 
whdfe  love  to  their  children  is  nothing  in  cqmparifbii 
ef  the  Father's  love  to  Qirifty  '<lo  ftfllow  th     cnUdreii'^ 
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to  their  graves  with  many  tears,  efpecially  when  they 
die  violent  deaths :  But  the  infinite  God  detrghteth  m 
the  psinful  and  bloody  death  of  his  only  Son,  becaule 
at  tended  to  the  falvation  of  l>dievers :  He  willingly 
■gave  his  own  dear  Son,  to  die  a  fhameful  curfed  deat% 
that  you  might  liv  •  a  glorious  blcfled  life  for  ever,  O 
what  manner  of  love  is  this !  And  what  art  thou,  O 
believer,  that  thou  (houldft  be  the  objedi  of  this  loyel 
more  than  others  ?  By  nature  thou  art  mean  as  the 
worm,  vile  as  the  mire,  black  as  hell,  and  a  >child  of 
wrath  even  as  others :  A.nH  thou  hadft  now  been  wal- 
lowing in  fin,  with  the  worft  of  the  world,  if  free  grace 
had  not  renewed  thee ;  nay,  thou  hadft  been  roaring  in 
liell  at  this  hour,  if  free  grace  had  not  reprieved  thee. 
XiOok  about  thee,  and  fee  others  refufed,  when  thou  ait 
cHofen  ;  others  polluted,  when  thou  art  fdnflified ;  o- 
diers  put  o^  with  common  gifts,  when  thou  haft  (pecial 
graces.  Though  you  and  tney  perhaps  fat  together  m 
the  fame  defk  hearings  the  word,  or  at  the  fame  taUe 
receiving  the  facrament ;  yet  free  grace  came  and  made 
the  difference :  "  One  is  taken,  and  the  other  left** 
Here  is  matter  for  your  admiration. 

The  confideration  of  this  free  love  and  diftinguifhinu 
mercy  of  God  fhould  make  thee  fay  with  Davld^ 
•'  Lord,  what  am  I,  and  what  is  my  houfe,  that  thoa 
haft  brought  me  hitherto  ?  What  is  man,  thai  thou  art 
mindful  of  him  ?  And,  what  am  I,  the  worft  of  men, 
that  thou  (hould  be  thus  mindful  of  me  ?**  O  how  did 
Mephiboflieth  admire  David's  kind  :efs,  when  he  fpatc 
familiarly  with  him,  and  faid,  "  Thou  (halt  eat  bread 
at  my  table  continually  ?*'  2  Sam.  ix.  7  Obferve  his 
anfwer,  ver.  8  :  ••  What  is  thy  fervant,  that  thou 
fliouldft  look  upon  fuch  a  dead  dog  as  I  am  ?"  But  furely^ 
O  believer,  thou  haft  much  more  reafon  to  fay  fo,  and 
wonder  that  fuch  a  mean  creature  ftiould  be  fet  at  the 
table  of  the  great  God,  and  honoured  to  feaft  with 
himfelf.  Lord,  what  am  I,  that  thou  Ihouldft  have  no- 
ticed the  like  of  me  ?  Better  defervcd  I  to  have  been 
howling  among  <he  dogs  without  the  door,  than  to  be 
let  in  and  feafted  among  thy  friends ;  i  better  deferved 
to  have  been  roaring  in  hell  with  devils^  than  to  be  fet 
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at  thy  table  to  rrjoice  with  thy  children.  Cord,  vrt^ 
thou  waft  picafed  to  look  on  me  with  an  eye  bf  phyi 
and  embrace  me  in  the  arms  of  thy  tender  mcrq^j 
thou  mighteft  juftly  have  fpurncd  roy  guilty  foul  into 
hell,  faying,  **  Depart  from  me,  I  know  yoti  not* 
"What  a  wonder  ot  mercy  is  it,  that  1,  who  h:!Ve  for- 
feited all  mercies,  and  deferred  fuch  a  fentence  as  that 
in  Jcr.  ix.  15.  to  be  M  with  M-ormwood,  and  to  have 
water  of  gall  to  drink,  (hould  ntverthelrfs  hayc  the  flcfh 
of  the  Son  of  God  given  me  to  be  my  meat,  and  his 
blood  to  be  my  drmk  ?  The  Lord  Jtfus  might  juftly 
have  fold  unto  me,  as  in  Zech.  xi.  9.  "  I  will  not  feed 
you  :  That  which  dieth,  let  it  die ;  and  that  which  is 
to  be  cut  off,  let  it  be  cut  oiF.*'  But,  O  ho^  tender  arc 
his  bowels,  how  companionate  his  heart !  Rather  than 
my  foul  fliould  (larve,  he  is  content  to  be  flain  that  his 
flffh  mxi^ht  become  my  food. 

II.  Rife  and  go  iFrom  the  table  in  a  thankful  and 
praifing  frame.  Tbankfulncfs  well  becomes  this  ett- 
chr.ri(lical  feaft,  which  is  mainly  defigned  as  a  thankf* 
giving  to  God  for  rtdeeming  love.  On  this  occafion 
you  ought  to  *'  blef>  God  in  rhe  congregation,  even  the 
Lord  from  tl.e  fountain  of  Ifrael,'*  Pfal.  Ixviii.  26.  Now, 
you  il  ould  flir  up  your  fouls,  and  all  that  is  within  you, 
to  bl-fs  bis  holy  name,  with  the  Pfalmilt,  Pf.  ciii.  i.  2. 
3.  **  Now  you  O.ould  with  the  angels  fing,  Glory  to  God 
in  the  higheft,  tliat  t!  ere  is  on  earth  peace,  and  good- 
will towards  n^en/'  Luk:'  ii  14.  '*  Now  you  fhould  with 
John,  fing  priiife  to  him  that  loved  us,  and  waflied  us 
from  uur  fine  in  his  blood,"  Rev,  i.  15. 

Oh,  may  the  wortliy  communicant  fay,  How  (hall  I 
n.ention  the  loving  kindnefs  and  praife.<;  of  the  Lord, 
according  to  the  multitude  of  his  loving  kindneflss,  and 
according  to  all  he  h.  th  beftowed  on  me,  and  his  great 
goodncfft  to  the  houfe  of  Ifrael  ?  O  tlrat  I  could  pro- 
claim thy  love  10  all  the  world,  and  make  tlie  whole 
earth  ring  with  tliy  praifes  !  O  t]>at  I  could  fing  praifcj 
to  him  that  loved  me  :  To  him  that  made  the  world, 
and  furnifhed  it  fo  richly  for  me  to  dwell  in  :  To  him 
th:'t  made  my  body  fo  wonderfully,  and  gave  me  afoul 
fo  capable  to  fcrve  and  tnjoy  him :  To  liim  that  r^jd 
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membered  tne  in  my  low  eftate,  and  laid  afide  his  glorvj 
took  on  my  nature,  and  paid  my  debt  on  the  crofs  :  To 
liim  that  fent  his  Spirit  to  quicken  me  when  dead  in  mv 
fins,  that  opened  mine  eyes,  bowed  my  will,  and  turn- 
ed me  from  darknefs  to  light :  To  him  who  forgives 
my  iniquities,  heals  my  difeafes,  redeems  my  life  from 
deftnifiion,  and  ctowns  me  with  loving-kindnefs :  T** 
him  that  hath  endured  from  me  many  flights,  put  up 
with  many  affronts,  and  waited  On  me  with  infinite  pa- 
tience; even  "  to  him  that  loved  us,  and  wafhed  us 
from  our  (ins  iii  his  Own  blood,  and  made  us  kings  and 
priefts  to  God  his^Father,  a  note  the  angels  thcmfelves 
cannot  fing;  and  to  him  that  is  able  to  keep  us  .from 
falling,  and  to  prefent  us  faultlefs  before  the  prefcnce 
of  his  glory  with  exceeding  joy,  be  glory, -majcfty,  and 
dominion,  now  and  for  evermore  !  O  give  thanks  untc? 
the  Lord,  for  he  is  good,  for  his  mercy  endureih  for 
evetr.  Who  can  utter  the  mighty  afts  of  the  Lord  ? 
Who  can  (hew  foith  all  his  praifc  ?  Now  bleffcd  be  his 
glorious  name  fox  ever  :  Let  the  whole  earth  be  filled 
1»rith  his  glory." 

And,  O  believer,  remember  that  yoti  only  bcgifl  this 
duty  of  finging  praife  in  this  world,  for  eternity  itfelf 
ivill  not  end  it :  Endlefs  eternity  will  be  (hort  enough 
for  this  glorious  work  of  praifc.  You  ought  to  be  ac- 
quainting yourfelf  much  with  this  work  while  here,  that 
you  be  not  a  ftranger  to  it  hereafter.  Rcfolve  with 
IJavid  not  only  to  begin  it,  but  to  perfift  and  hold  on  iit 
it  alfo,  Pfal.  cxlv.  2.  "  Every  day  will  I  blefs  thee,  and 
I  will  praifc  thy  name  for  ever  and  ever  ;^*  as  if  he  had 
faid,  I'll  begin  it  now,  and  do  it  every  day  while  here^ 
in  hopes  that  i  will  fpend  a  whole  eternity  in  it  hereafter. 
Again,  he  fays,  Pfal.  cxlvi.  2.  "  While  I  Hv6, 1  will  praif^i 
the  Lord;  I  will  fing  praifes  unto  my  God,  while  Ihavd 
any  being."  And  when  I  have  no  longer  being  on  earth, 
I  hope  to  have  a  being  in  heaven,  where  I  (hall  praife  him 
to  better  purpofe  -,  and  wherein.  Lord,  I  am  deficient 
now  in  thy  due  praife,  I  will  pay  it  hereafter  in  evcrlaft- 
ing  Hallelujahs.  O  communicant,  haft  thou  not  great 
fftoUnd  to  praife  this  day,  that  thou  livsft  not  among  the 

P irk  Pagans,,  that  never  heard  tell  of  Jefus  Chrift  ?  That 
ou  art  not  among  the  fallen  angels,  for  whotcv  ^  Cwl\\- 
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fice  was  never  provided  ?  That  thou  art  not  among  die 
damned  in  hell,  who  are  without  the  reach  of  luercfi 
and  of  hearing  the  joyftil  found  ?  Tou  have  been  fet  t. 
a  full  table,  when  others  fuffer  an  everlaftinjjr  fanuie. 
And,  what  will  you  render  to  the  Lord  for  this  HSck^ 
guiihing  love  and  undeferved  goodncfs  ?  I  have  gool 
groud  to  caution  you  againd  unthankfulnefs,  aa  Mob 
did  the  Ifraelites  upon  the  view  of  their  entry  into  Gh 
naan,  Deut.  viii.  lo.  1 1.  **  When  you  have  eaten  and 
are  full,  forget  not  to  blefs  God  for  the  good  land  tbt 
he  hath  given  you  ;**  that  yon  have  a  Gofhen  on  eartfai 
and  the  profped^  of  a  Canaan  above :  Blefs  hitn  for  t 
land  of  light  diat  you  dwell  in,  and  for  the  rich  tabk 
that  he  covers  for  vou  :  Bleb  God  for  a  facramest 
day,  for  it  is  one  ot  the  days  of  heaven ;  it  is  a  day 
you  ought  highly  to  prize,  and  to  praife  God  for. 
They  that  know  the  worth  of  this  day  could  wifli, 
with  Jofhua,  that  the  fun  ftood  ftiU  upon  it,  ttM  it 
might  be  lengthened  out,  for  their  enjoying  comntubkm 
with  God  :  But  in  a  fpecial- manner  they  would  wift 
•  that  the  Sun  of  rtghtemfne/s  ftood  ftill  this  day  and 
flitned,  that,  with  Jofhua,  they  might  get  a  mc^e  full 
revenge  on  their  enemies  ;  viz.  their  lufts,  thefe  curfed 
Canaanites  that  remain  ftill  in  the  land. 

III.  You  ought  to  go  from  this  table  in  the  Eunuch's 
frame,  who,  after  his  fealing  a  covenant  with  God,  went 
on  his  way  rejoicing,  h(Xs  viii.  39.  God's  people  are 
frequently  in  fcripturc  called  to  rejoice  and  begiad  in  the 
Lord :  and,  to  be  fure,  there  is  not  a  more  fit  feafon 
for  it  than  now,  when  he  hath  been  making  fuch  a 
glorious  difcoverv  of  that  great  love  wherewith  he  loved 
them.  A  man  that  is  condemned  for  a  crime,  and  rea- 
dy to  be  executed,  O  what  joy  hath  he,  when  he  re- 
ceives his  pardon  !  And  fhould  not  believers  rejoice  in 
God,  who  here  receive  the  atonentent^  and  are,  as  it  were, 
brought  again  from  the  gibbet  by  the  mercy  of  God 
inChrift.? 

There  are  two  things  you  ought  to  rejoice  in  ;  i,  In  | 
God.     2'  In  his  ways.  I 

As  to  the  JirJ}^  it  is  the  duty  of  a  covenanted  people  | 
to  rejoite  in  their  covenanted  God.  With  what  joy  doth  jj 
Zaccheus  entertain  Chrifti  when  he  clofed  a  bargain  wit|"  jj 
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him  ?  Luke  six.  6. ;  and  likewife  the  jailor,  A£ts  xvi* 
^4.  And  to  be  fare,  whenever  the  babe  of  the  new  man 
IS  formed  in  the  foul,  it  will  leap  for  joy.  It  is  mod 
i^afonable  that  Chrift  fhould  have  a  joyful  welcome  into 
the  foul.  God  not  only  commands  and  prefles  this  joy, 
as  in  Pfal.  v.  Ii.  Joel  ii,  23.  Phil.  iii.  i.  and  iv  4.  but 
he  affords  the  greateft  grounds  for  it.  God  the  Father 
gives  himfelf  to  us  as  a  portion ;  his  Son  to  be  our  Savi-P 
cur;  his  well  ordered  covenant  as  a  never*failing  fpring 
of  confolation ;  his  holy  Spirit  to  be  our  comforter ; 
his  influences  to  blow  up  diis  holy  flame  of  joy ;  his 
graces  of  faith,  hope,  and  love,  to  breed  and  feed  it ;  his 
ordinances  to  maintain  and  increafe  it;  and  particularly 
the  Lord's  fupper  is  a  fpiritual  feaft  inftituted  for  char- 
ing the  foul :  For,  after  it,  we  fee  that  Chrift  and  his  dif- 
ciples  fung  a  hymn. 

What  ground  of  joy  have  believers  in  their  cove« 
nanted  Redeemer,  in  his  love,  in  his  victories,  and 
in  his  purcbafe?  What  ground  of  joy  in  his  per- 
fon  and  natures  ?  In  God  incarnate  they  may  fee 
heaven  and  earth  conjoined,  God  and  human  nature 
eternally  married  together,  and  themfelves  very  nearly 
related  to  God«  O  believer,  he  is  '^  bone  of  your  bone^ 
and  flefb  of  your  flefh,  and  has  a  fellow-feelings  of  your 
infirmities  ^^  and  is  not  this  matter  of  joy  ^ 

What  ground  of -joy  have  you  in  the  attributes  of 
God,  which  are  all  eng;iged  for  you,  and  become  yours 
by  covenant?  The  thoughts  of  God  may  be  fweet  to 
you  as  to  the  Pfalmift,  Pial.  civ.  34.  The  thoughts  of 
God  are  a  tenor  to  the  wicked,  but  every  one  of  his  at- 
tributes may  be  a  cordial  to  you,  yea,  even  the  moft  ter- 
rible of  them :  His  juftice,  that  before  ftood  with  a 
flaming  fword  to  keep  you  out  of  paradife,  doth  now 
turn  an  advocate  to  plead  for  your  happinefs,  1  John  u 
9.  Juftice  is  come  over  to  your  fide,  and  pleads  for 
your  pardon  and  difcharge,  flnce  Chrift  your  furety 
hath  paid  the  debt ;  and  for  the  crown  of  glory  to  you, 
fince  he  hath  laid  down  the  price. . 

His  goodnefs  and  mercy  afford  you  great  matter  of 
oy :  Why  ?  for,  as  he  is  good,  fo  he  doth  good,  and 
Krill  let  his  people  want  nothing  that  is  good  for  them  \ 
He  will  hear  their  cry,  pity  them  in  dimger^  and  be  a 
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ftioQg  bold  (0  t^di  in  the.d^  •£  tWuUew  Add.ivdicn 
'  yra  ni<et;jwitb  naero^ft  «94  iXNQfom>l|m^^i^ 
•ceife  ihto&  M.tokcns.of  J)i8.i(peci|diOKr«  ti  Tlief.cmAeto 
,^ou  wrapt  lip  19;  tile  bawtteiMC%i!ifl^.MddiiMt/iio  Im 
J^iMi,  utAtf^ut  dmUy i^«ieer.  Wben  jrou  f-nt  a  ^ 
'  iitaramis  (Iram  tnjr  diftieik  ymi  miy  Xny  w  .&keekbl^ 
j(k.  yzxv.aL  17. .  <MlflttJuA«i»love  to  my  foal,  de- 
,ii?erod  it  ftom.tbe.ph  of  comiptifoii.'*'  Q  beliMer^:ilI 
-jtby  m^ciev  ^rciciivcnamedio  thee,  which,  mamf.  p^ 
them  fwect  jkpAf  uAt  s  Thic  vcosdim  EcdL.Uc.  .9*  b^ 
longa  to  tbeei.  **  Go  thv  iMrnyfjeai  thy  bread  wsthi  joft 
;Md  dnnkrh^iKiAe  wiib  a<aieny.heaft;  &f  Godtsov 
Acoipteth  thy.worka*'',.  ..Svory  itMt&t  of  bread  dvni 
JcateA  comes  fy^m  thy  ^I^tbev^a  faax¥l»  fwetteqolJn  tfao 
hlood.oi  Chriftft.  aQd.is  aa  earooft  of  jnatei^and  better 
things  laid  up  for  thee. 

Odi*h  wiiidbm  aiMl  ftf thAihicfe  itiif  rejotee  dky  heart. 
Be  is  a  ijcilfiil  pHyficiaa^,  he:  ptmdeoi.  our .  «aic,  mugh 
^ur  nedeffitytr-.atod  knowSi  hoiar  to^  prtficaibe  iomcUioMS 
hitter  p9tioD$,  and  fomethMs  eheerLog  cosdiak :  He 
knows  bow  to  time  our  Uefltngs  andour  eroflea  ^ihn 
,0  qovei^aqted.fQnli  it  may  be.iWeet  to  theeiio  ihink.that 
all  thy  afiti^iQUs,  as  well  as  nwrpies^are  the  fniits^of  ink 
finite  wi£doni  and  faithfuloefs  i  Yea  tby  being  within 
the  coven^t,  alters  the  natuve.. and  (property  of  thy 
^oStBf  and  n^es  them  becocbe  good  and  nKdicioal  to 
thee*»  thou,  art  now  to  look,  on  dtem  as  mercios  .cove- 
nanted and  promifed  to  thee*.  *^  Wfaenr  his  cJitldicn 
tranigrefsi  ne  wUl  vifit  them  with' the  to6.iM>ln  faith' 
fulnefs  haft  thou  affliaed  me,  faith  the.  Bfalmtft."  0 
what  comfort  may  this  bring  thee,  when  tbou  conGdeiw 
eft  that  all  thy  afflictions  arelaa  article  of  the.  coresant, 
the  effect  of  God's  lovci  and  a  fruit  of  Chrift's  pur- 
diafe ;  fo  that  you  may  (ay  of  ea^ry  rod  you  meet  with, 
The  Lord  fees  I  want  this,  otherwife  libould  not  be  exp 
ercifed  with  it ;  My  cOf enanted  God  and  Father  knows 
that  this,  and  no  leis  ^than  this»  is  needfnl  for  me ; 
What  am  I,  that  he  (hould  be  jfo  mindful  of  me  i^' 

Tou  may  rejoice  ifi  the  almightineis  c£  God.  He  hath 
an  arm  that  is  fall  of  power,  that  can  eafily  level  your 
jTpiritual  Goliahs»  pull  dowxr  (ata&'f  ftrong  holds»  and 
in»ke  fiPOd  9U  Ms  proQiiftSf  ....  .^ 
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You  may  rejoice  in  his  imimitabiKty.  He  w  uncharit- 
able in  his  love  and  in  his  covenant.  Mutable  creatures 
change  their  refpefis,  and  break  their  leagues  and  cove- 
nants :  But  God*s  covenant  ia  indiiTolvable ;  for  he  i% 
engaged  for  our  part,  as  well  a«  his  own,  Jer.  xxxit.  40. 
**  O  believer,  God  hath  promtfed  toth  for  himfelf  and 
thee  5"  As  you  may  further  fee  in  Heb,  xiii.  5.  compart- 
ed with  Jer.  xxx.  9,  and  1  Tim«  i.  f  2.  If  once  in  the 
covenant,  thou  art  always  in  it ;  you  may  fing  that  fwect 
fong,  Pfal*  xlviii«  14.  •*  For  this  God  is  our  God  for 
ever  and  ever  ;  He  will  be  our  guide  even  unto  death  5'* 
yea,  like  wife  in  deatli,  and  over  death.  That  which 
diilblves  the  mairiage-covenant  among  men,  will  not 
diffolve  this  :  Adultery  will  not  do  it  j  for  God  faith* 
**  Though  ye  have  played  the  harlot  with  many  lovers^ 
yet  return  unto  me. — ^^Turn,  ye  backfliding  children,  for 
I  am  married  unto  yoo.^'  Death  cannot  diHblvc  it  ^  yea» 
it  brings  you  nearer  to  your  covenanted  Gi>d,  where  you 
(hall  ever  rejoice  in  his  pref^nce.  Though  death  robs 
vrorldly  men  of  their  poor  happinefs^  and  hungry  hea.- 
ven,  yet  it  doth  no  faai;m  to  you :  Nay,  when  you  find 
death  begin  to  aflault  your  tabernacle  of  day,  you  nniy 
^^  lift  up  your  head  M'ith  joy  \  for,  behold,  the  day  of 
your  redemption  draweth  nigh.J'  You  may  fing^  with 
the  Pfatmift,  FfaU  IxxiiL  26.  «  My  fleOi  and  heart  fail- 
eth-;  but  God  i»  the  ftrength  of  my  heart,  and  my  por.^ 
tion  for  ever."  What  though  my  eye  and  my  heart- 
ilrings  be  ready  to  break,  and  the  lamp  of  my  Kfe  be 
like  a  candle  burnt  to  the  focket,  and  near  the  going 
out ;  yet  ftili  God  is  my  God  and  portion  for  ever. 

Thus  Olevian,  a  dying  faint,  comforted  himfelf:  "  My 
bearing  is  gone,  my  fmelling  is  gone,  and  my  fight  is 
going  ;  My  fpeech  and  feeling  arc  almoft  gone ;  but  this 
loving-kind nefs  of  God  (hail  never  depart  from  me/' 
When  the  worldling-s  portion  is  gone,  yours  remains 
furc  to  you  :  Lofewhat  you  will,  you  cannot  lofe  that. 
Good  catt&  had  Habakkuk  to  fay,  Hab.  iii.  17.  i8« 
^«  Altho'  the  fig-tree  ihali  not  biolfom,  neither  (hall  fruit 
be  in  the  vines,  &c^  yet  I  will  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  and 
joy  in  the  God  of  my  falvation.  O believer,  the  more  you 
Vi^w  your  portion,  you  will  find  the  more  ground  for 

.   your 
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your  rejoicing  therein  :  For  in  God  you  have  all  thingi 
you  need ;  all  things  you  can  defire ;  yea,  more  than 
•*  eye  hgth  feen,  car  heard,  or  heart  can  conceive.** 

Butf /ecomi/yi  as  you  ought  to  go  from  this  ordinance 
rejoicing  in  God,  fo  Hkewiie  in  the  ways  of  God  ;  and, 
like  Jehofhaphat,  you  ought  to  have  your  hearts  lift  up 
in  the  ways  of  the  Lord.  Put  on  holy  refolutionsi  to 
proceed  with  zeal,  delight,  and  alacrity,  in  the  ways  of 
God's  commandments :  Your  hearts  (hould  now  be  en- 
larged to  run  and  iing  in  his  ways,  and  go  about  every 
duty  with' pleafurc.  Stedfaftly  refill  every  fin,  and  efpe- 
cially  the  fin  that  hath  mod  eafily  befet  you,  your  pre- 
dominant fin,  your  beloved  idol :  Abhor  both  inward 
and  outward  fins  *,  flee  drunkennefs,  uncleannefs,  fweaiw 
ing,  lying,  cheating,  fabbath- breaking,  &c  Make  re* 
ligion  your  m^in  work,  and  make  confcience  of  heart- 
holinefs :  ftody  to  live  near  Clirift,  make  ufe  of  him, 
and  conftantly  depend  on  hin^,  for  righteoufnefs  and 
ftrength.  Study  to  perform  the  duties  both  of  the  firft 
and  fccond  table :  Carefully  obferve  family-duties,  and 
feciet  prayer.  In  a  word,  go  on  cheerfully  in  the  ways 
cf  piety  and  devotion,  and  efpecially  in  thofe  duties 
wherein  communion  and  correffondcnce  with  God  is 
to  be  obtained  and  kept  up.  Go  on  joyfully  in  the  ways 
of  jufticc  and  honefty,  meeknefs  and  peace,  temperance 
and  fobriety,  charity  and  beneficence,  humility  and  felf^ 
denial ;  and  truft  in  your  covenanted  God,  for  cove- 
nant ftrength  and  furniture  for  every  good ,  word  andi 
work. 

IV.  In  going  from  the  Lord's  table,  you  ought  to  mil 
your  joy  and  praifes  with  a  holy  fear  and  trembling : 
And  you  have  great  caufe  for  this,  when  you  confider 
I.  Your  manifold  fhort-comings  in  this  folemn  approach 
to  God.  Surely  your  fouls  were  not  cleanfcd  according 
to  the  purification  of  the  fanftuary,  your  preparation 
was  defeftive  in  the  fight  of  God.  Have  you  not  caufe 
to  be  afliamed,  that  your  hearts  were  not  more  deeply 
affefted  with  the  great  fights^  prefcnted  to  your  view,  and 
the  glorious  things  put  in  your  offer  ?  Have  you  not 
ground  to  be  humbled  for  the  coldnefs  of  your  hearts, 
the  waterings  of  your  minds,  the  dcadnefs  of  your  fpi^ 
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rits,  and  carnality  of  your  affeflions,  when  you  was 
about  this  heavenly  and  fpiritual  work?  Alas  for  the 
weaknefs  of  our  graces,  the  inconftancy  of  our  frames^ 
^nd  the  manifold  infirmities  which  cleave  to  our  beft 
performances  !  Had  we  no  more  fin  to  anfwer  for,  but 
the  iniquities  of  our  holy  things,  they  would  be  to<r 
heavy  for  us  to  bear.  Let  us  be  humbled  under  tlie 
fenfe  of  them,  and  look  to  our  great  high-prieft  to  make 
atonement  for  them. 

2;  You  have  caufe  to  be  humbled  and  fear,  confider- 
ing  the  manfold  dangers  you  are  expofed  to,  and  ene- 
rmies  you  are  environed  with,  who  are  never  more  bufy 
than  after  a  facrament,  and  our  being  admitted  to  near« 
nefs  with  God.  Chrift,  immediately  after  his  baptifm^ 
and  the  folemn  manifeflation  he  had  from  heaven,  was 
led  away  to  be  tempted  of  the  devil,  Matth.  iv.  r.  And 
it  was  after  the  Lord's  fupper  that  Chrift  told  his  difci* 
pies,  that  *^  fatan  defired  to  have  them,  that  he  might 
£ft  them  as  wheat,''  Luke  22.  31*  It  was  after  Paul 
was  rapt  up  to  the  third  heaven,  that  he  was  in  hazard 
of  being  exalted  above  meafure,  or  puft  up  with  pride^ 
apd  therefore  had  a  meflenger  of  fatan  fent  to  buffet  of 
hini)  2  Cor.  xii*  Have  you  got  any  thing  of  the  riches 
Chrift,  and  the  treafures  of  heaven,  at  this  ordinance  ? 
Then  look  well  to  yourfelves  that  you  lofe  it  not,  for 
the  devil  is  going  about  feeking  to  rob  you  thereof: 
Therefore  be  not  lifted  up  or  fecure,  but  be  humble 
and  watchful,  and  walk  circumfpedily. 

Sect.  IL  Containing  Directions  how  to  Behave  when 
you  go  home  to  your  Clofets  and  Retiring  Places. 

THINK  not  your  work  over  on  -a  communion-fab* 
bath,  when  you  are  come  home  from  the  church :  But 
as  foon  as  pofllble  retire. 

I.  For  frajer.  You  ihould  be  more  bent  upon  pray- 
er now  than  ever.  The  Pfalmift,  when  God  had  dealt 
kindly  with  him»  refclves  therefore  that  he  will  call  upon 
God  as  long  as  he  lived,  Pfal.  cxvi.  a.  This  is  a  ftrani^e 
return  he  would  give  God  for  former  favours :  He , 
would  go  and  beg  new  favours  from  him,  and  lie  the 

2*  ,  *  t£w(^\^ 
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of  men,  W  GoA  u  aPs|ft#<r#itira^  r^ttOta:'    ' 
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God  rire  mote  than  tlliit  Hi  IStK  giteVim  ^aiTfr* 

^^yr  Though  God  IjaCh  here  (jiven  you  the  {c:A.  of 
Ac  coffnaiity  and  a  right  to  all  its  privileges  and  pra- 
wifes .^  yet  he  will  be  enquireii  of  by  you  fer  tlie  pant- 
cvilar  igpplication  and  accomplifhmertt  of  them  :  You 
moft  put  God  to  his  word,  and  pray  with  the  'Pfitmifti 
Pfal.  ckix.  49*  "  Remember  the  ward  unto  thy  fer- 
vanti  upoii  which  rbou  hrift  caufed  mc  to  hope*  Be  tt 
to  thy  ferrant  accoTdmg  to  thy  word."  Again,  tou 
IhouW  pray  that  God  may  continue  and  jjrcfcTVC  zm 
good^ frame  or  tcndemefs  of  hearty  fplritual  o^otions  and 
refohltkmSy  or  any  waimncfs  of  affeftions  and  defircs 
that  have  been  wrought  in  you  by  this  ordinance  \  for 
our  hearts  are  ready  to  cool,  and  our  goodnefs  !o  vanifti 
••  13cc  the  morning  clouds  and  the  early  dew  :**  You  ha?e 
need  therefore  to  pray  with  David,  i  Chron*  xxix,  iJf/ 
**  Lord,  keep  this  for  ever  in  the  Imagination  tjf  the 
thoughts  of  my  heart  :^*  Andj  Ffal  Ixviii- 1%.  **  Strength- 
en, O  Godi.that  whkh  thou  haft  wrought  for  us/'  Totjr 
hearts  are  naturally  deceitful,  and  your  feet  bent  t0 
backfGding ;  pray  as  in  Ffal.  xvii.  j*  '*  Hold  up  my 
goings  in  thy  p^ithsj  that  my  footfteps  flip  not,"  Totf 
have  no  ftrength  in  yourfclves  to  keep  the  promifes,  and 
perform  the  vows  to  the  Lord  which  you  have  made ; 
Therefore  beg  from  your  covenanted  Godj  that  he  m^y 
furnifli  you  for  ctery  good  word  and  work ;  for  *«  \\vk 
he  that  workcth  in  you  both  to  will  and  to  dc^'* 

II.  Self,  examination  li  a  duty  moft  uecefTary  oii^  tHe 
back  of  this  folcmn  OrdinaBce^  as  well  as  before  it.'  Re- 
view your  carriage  at  it,  fo  that  you  may  h%  \mm\Ati 
for  defe&s,  or  thankful  for  attainments  ;  Cj^ft  iii|k.'your 
accounts,  and  fee  what  you  hive  gained  at  this  gofjpcl-' 
market.  Will  you  not  be  as  wife  for  your  fools,  as  yo» 
are  for  your  bodies  ?  Were  you  at  a  market  trading  M 
the  things  of  this  world,  you  would  take  this  courfe  aflcf 
yott  had  come  from  it :   But,  O  ••  what  wiU  it  profit 

yoUfi 
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yoU|  though  you  fliould  gam  the  whole  worlds  If  you 
fliouM  lofe  yooT  fouls  V* 

There  are  two  things  you  IbouM  catefully  fcatch  in. 
to,  when  you  ^omc  home  from  the  Lord^s  table  :  I.  If 
you  hsd  dncerky  in  coTcitanting  with  Gokl.  2.  If  you 
nad  his  gracious  prcfence  with  fou  hi  thi$  ordinance. 
'  Siueft.  i.  '•^THow  flrali  I  know  if  I  have  fincerely 
trama^ed  with  God  at  his  table,  and  if  he  hath  f  aken 
fM  Nrto  the  bond  of  his  corenant  .^ 

Jiuf*  f.  It  is  of  gre«t  confcqucncc  for  you  to  know 
thi»;  f<fr  ft  is  not  efety  one  that  externally  rccciveth 
the  feal  of  God^s  covenant,  that  is  reaHy  taken  into  the 
bond  of  \% :  Many  thonfands  deceive  themfelves  in  this 
nkrfter.  You  may  difcOver  your  fincerity  in  covenant- 
JOg»  by  risYi^wirrg  the  frame  and  condition  your  louls 
were  in  when  you  were  about  it,  and  by  confidering  the 
fiMi^  and  difpofition  they  are  ih  now. 

!•  ^  What  was  the  frame  of  your  fouh  ^hew  you 
yp^t  tranfaffing  with  God  ?"  * 

f.  Were  you  low  arid  vile  in  your  own  eyes,  atid 
cte^{Ay  humbled  undier  a  ierife  of  your  cwi}  unworthi- 
xfefc  aftd  iir-defetring ;  fo  that  ydu  were  «ade  to  fay 
^^Mfthe  Centurion,  from  the  Iwttom  of  your  heart, 
**  Lord,  I  am.  not  worthy  that  thoU  ftioufdft  come  un- 
defif  niy  rodf ;  I  hate  lived  ill  my  days  in  rebellion  a- 
^fll!  thee ;  the  bottonilefe  pit  is  my  due  ?"  Then  this 
ii  a  good  figh  of  thy  being  brought  wrthin  the  covenant, 
according  to  Ezek.  x? i.  6^.  63. 

"  2.  Were  you  weary  of  the  burden  of  fin  ?   Did  you  ' 
grpaiti  nnAct  it  as  a  Beivy  load?  Were  you  fcnfible  that 
itj  was  too  heavy  fir  you  to  hear  ?   as  the  Pfalmift  was, 
FTal.  xxxviii.  3.  Then  it  is  a  good  fign;  for  it  is  to  fuch 
that  Chrift  afwrds  refl!  in  his  covenant. 

'  3.  Did  your  fouls  long  and  pant  for  Chrift,  as  the 
htlnted  hart  for  the  water-brookf^  the  fcorched- ground 
fat  a  re/re/bing  Jhotuer,  or  a  condemned  man  for  a  remif" 
Jion  P  Was  it  your  cry,  None  but  Chrifi^  give  me  Chrtjt, 
Of*'  eifi  I  die  :  Lord  Jcfus,  here  a  poor  beggir  for  thy 
bounty,  a  difeafed  Lazarus  for  thy  cure,  an  empty  belly 
far  thee  to  fiU,  a  naked  back  for  thee  to  cover :  Never 
njtms  there  a  foul  that  Jhod  more  in  need  cf  thee  than  b 
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Then  this  is  a  pood  token  :  For,  wherever  there  is  true 
faith,  it  empties  the  foul,  difcorers  want  and  ir.ifery  in 
ouTf(*lves,  ard  great  fuhiefs  in  Chrift.  Faith  comes 
vith  ai^  enjpfy  vtjjel  to  Chrift's  open  fountain^  it  comei 
with  ar>  open  mcuib  to  his  full  Jea/ty  and  with  an  em^ 
hand  to  his  rich  trenfure. 

4*  Were  you  in  a  rejtgntpg  frame  Wlkrn  you  fooktLe 
feal  of  the  covenant  into  your  hand  ?  For  faith y  as  it 
embraces  and  lays  hold  on  Chrift»  fo  it  delivers  up  thf 
foul  to  C  hrill ;  and,  as  it  t:<ke&  Chrift  wholly^  fb  it  gird 
up  the  fc  ul  wholly  to  him.  Did  you  give  all  you  ar^ 
and  all  you  have,  your  children,  relations,  honourSi  cf 
tates.  iiiterefts,  time,  talents,  health,  ftrength,  and  alltd 
Chrift,  to  be  difpofed  of,  and  employed  by  him,  accor(i> 
ing  to  his  pleafure  ?  Then  this  is  a  good  mark  of  thy 
Cncerity. 

5.  Were  you  in  a  renouncing  frame,  willing  to  patt 
with  every  luft,  and  put  a  bill  of  divorce  in  the  hands 
of  every  Delilah  or  beloved  idol  \  Then  it  is  a  good 
fign  ;  for  every  fincere  foul  will  fay,  at  fuch  a  tirte, 
Ephrainn,  "  What  have  1  to  do  any  more  with  idols?* 

II  Confider  the  frame  and  difpofition  of  your  fouls 
ilnce  you  came  from  the  Lord's  table  \  for  you  may  find 
out  your  (incerity  hereby. 

1.  Aflc  your  fouls  that  queftion,  which  Qiiift  him* 
felf  once  afkcd  the  Pharifees,  Mattb  xxii.  42.  **  What 
think  ye  cf  Chrift  ?  Covenanted  fouls,  to  be  fiirc,  will 
have  a  very  high  opinion  of  him  •,  for  "  to  all  that  be- 
lieve he  is  precious.  Can  you  fay,  then,  that  you  have 
high  and  admiring  thoughts  of  Chrift,  afid  that  you 
wonder  at  his  beauty :  Once  I  was  at  peace  without 
Chrift,  but  now  I  fte  nothing  but  fire  and  wrath  out  of 
him  :  Once  I  faw  little  beauty  in  him,  and  faid,  as  the 
daughters  of  Jerufalem  faid  to  his  fpoufe,  *•  What  is 
thy  beloved  more  than  another  beloved  ?'  But  now  I 
fee  him  altogether  lovely  :  Yea,  I  fee  not  only  a  match* 
kfs  beauty  in  his  perfon,  but  aifo  in  his  way,  his  word, 
his  ordinances,  his  people ;  nay,  in  his  very  crofs,  an4 
every  thing  that  belongs  to  him, 

2.  All  covenanted  fouls  will  be  mightily  pleafcd  with 
the  ccmrivance,  frame  and  defign  of  the  covenant  \  they 
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Will  f:iy>  ."  It  IS  well  ordered  in  all  things :"  they  will 
tc  ftti^fiea.with  all  the  articles  of  it,  and  with  all  the 
offices  and  relations  of  Chrift ;  they  will  he  content  to 
Jbe  governed  by  his  laws,  asi  well  as  to  be  juftlfied  by  his 
Tigfiteoiifnefs.  All  they  who  have  entered  into  a  mar-  . 
jriage- covenant  with  Chrift  wiji  Ipofc  to  his  perfon  more 
.thiii  to  hi3  patrimony,  and  they  will  embrace, his  pre- 
cepts.as  Wf U  as  his  promifes.  Try,  therefore,  if  it  be 
ip.wfth  yop/  Are  you  ple?l!ed  with  the  defign  of  the 
ijbvenant,  viz.  to  ex^lt  free  grace"^?  Would  you  have 
Chrift  all  "^d  yourfelves  nothing  ?  Would  you  be  con- 
tent vtith  heaven,  though  it. were  for  no  more  than  to 
fiand  an  ^ternal  mqnutnent  of  free  grace,  and  that  you 
ihight,  with  other:,  join  in  your  note  to  glorify  and 
"exalt  it  ?  Do  you  love  ftill  to  cry,  "  Not  unto  us,  not 
jjinto  us,  hut  to  Chrift  be  the  glory  ?  Then  this  is  a 
jjopd  fign  you  are  within  the  bond,  of  this  covenant. 

;  '3,  Have  you  heart  melting  thoughts  at  the  remcm- 
l^r^Hce  of  C|hrift*8  wounds  ?  Are  you  ienGWy  touched 
jGpr  ycur  (ips  that  pierced  him,  refolvcd,  through  his 
jitaqe,  to  pierce  him  no  more;,  and  that  you  will  never 
jive  any  harboui  to  thofe  traitors  that  put  io  death  the  . 
Dori  of  Cod  ?  Then  it  is  a  Egn  you  have  eyed  him  by 
fj4fb  at  hiS)  table,  and  taken  1  old  of  his  covenant. 
,  4»/  If  you  be  hijB  covenanted  friends,  you  will  refolve 
to  obey ^vqry  commanded  duty,  John  xv.  14  Ye  will 
^"a  people  sjcalous  of  good  works.  And.  remember 
jhis,  ye  will  refolve  to  perform  covenant- duties  in  a  co- 
Vcnant-wiy,  iii  a  gofpel- mt  thod  ;  u  e  ye  wfll  do  all  out 
ot  Ipvq  and  gratitude  to  vour  benefaftor  arid  Redeem-  * 
pry  ye  wjil  do'  all  to  glorify  him  j  ye  will  go  out  of 
ypurfclvefi  even  to  Chrift  foy  ftrength,  and  depend  on 
him  for  all.  [  '.] 

S^f^'  Z*  How  (hall  I  know  if  I  have  met  with 
Cstriff  at  Eis  talj^Ie,.  and  enjoyed  any  thing  of  his  gra- 
cious presence  there  ? 

'  An/'  Chrift  hath  many  ways  of  vifiting  his  people, 
and  noI()ing  communion  with  them  v  smd,  though  he 
bath  not  done  it  in  jthe  way  you  were  expefting,  do  not 
'(^onclude  that  he.  hath  not  done  it  at  all. 

i.  He  fome  times  draws  near  hid  people  in  this  ordi- 
nance, by  bringing  light  to  their  underftandia^%N  ^^4 
4  D  2  twJkcw^v 
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makmff  giMOiii  diicofcnct  tP  tbenr 
times  or  S&ofct^tou$la$f;ttuntUMni9m4t^1^mk 
btunble  tit  tp  die  duftt  and  niidKiufom  nodM^K^P^ 
.inrn  eyes*  ,^  coniefs  we  aie  theTBeft  of  fiiioMb  tf4 
wonder  that  we  ase  out  of  die  pit :  So  ww  k  «Mi  4A 
lioly  men.  Job  jl.  4.  Id.  vi.  3»  ■  Sometiniea  he  » 
coren  Us  gpodneCi  and  mercj,  in  ginn^liia  Soi^to4ip 
for  fi«ch  wretches^  and  oSerin^  paraoo  to-  fodi  tfdbds: 
and  thereby  he  Ihedi  abroaid  his  loie  into  our  htuti, 
and  melts  theifi  in  tears,  confeflkmst  »id  duadtfbl  rs: 
Cmtmenu  of  his  lore,  as  in  Luke  ti*  44.  i  Tina^h  )4* 
—Sometimes  he  diCcovers  Chrift  to  be  altogether  Imtijf 
fin  to  be  altogether  vile^  the  world  tp  be  altogether  vaii^ 
holinels  to  be  alt()gether  neoei&ry,  and  ho^vdn  to  be  4- 
togedier  glorious* 

a*  He  kindly  rifits  lus  pfO{ple>  when  he  draws  o^t 
theii;^ces  to  a  Urclj  ez^srciie,  and  particulifrif  fen^i 
his  quicknbg  Spirit  to  melt  their  hearti^  into  the  eze^ 
pfc  ^f  repentance  and  mooming  ibr  Gn^  or  ^io  a€bnfci 
dieir  f^tn,  and  enable  them  to  lean  on  Chrift  for  palp 
don  and  falvation,  and  fay  .with  that  poor  man,  **  I^d, 
I  believe)  help  thou  my  unbelief ;"— Or  when  he  kindki 
love  in  the  heart,  and  makes  it  bum  while  he  talks  to 
them,  and  opens  the  fcripturesi  as  he  did  to  the  two  dilr 
ciples  going  to  Emmaus;  or  help  you  to  fay  with  Peter, 
**  I^rd|  thou  that  knoweft  a^  thmgSi  knoweH  that  I  lo?f 
thee :"— Or  when  he  draws  out  the  defires^  longingi^ 
and  pantings  of  the  foul  after  hirpfelf,,  and  makes  U9 
thirft  after  himi  and  follow  hard  after  him*  Hence  we 
fee  what  a  miftake  many  are  in,  who  think  there  is  no 
communion  with  Chrift  but  by  fenfible  confolatioils  and 
manifcftations  of  his  love  :  For,  where  there  is,  a  hply 
(hame,  grief,  and  forrow  wrought  in  the  fou\  for  fin^  it 
is  as  real  an  evidence  of  his  gracious  pt^Sj^c^  a|  when 
the  foul  is  afief^ipnately  melted  into  lovd  praifet  and  joy« 
'JTho'  Chrift  come  not  to  you  by  the  l|igher  way»  yet  be 
thankful  if  he  come  in  the  lower  waj. 

3«  Chrift  holds  communion  with  his  people  in  this 
ordinance,  by  ftrengthening  them  for  dutyj^  aud  making 
;hcm  delight  in  his  fervice^  and  count  ir  thtir  meat  and 
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drink  to  do  his  wil],  and  rectcQn  *'  one  day  in  hid  COttrU 
worth  a  thoufand  clfcwhcFrc." 

4.  When  he  intimates  his  fpeci4l  love  atid  favour  to 
their  fouls,  which- he  doth  many  ways,  by  diilblving 
their  doobts  ^nd  fears,  fcattering  their  clouds,  (hining 
OQ  their <>graccs«  and  clearing  up  thei^  evidences ;  or 
vhifperiag  by  hi$  Spirit  into  their  confciengcs,  "  Ffear 
not,  I  am  your  fatvation :  Be  of  good  cheer,  all  your 
fins  are  forgiven  you :  The  Lord  hath  put  away  thy  fins, 
thou  (halt  not  die/'  It  is  this  way  the  Lord  fometimes 
brings  his  people  into  the  hanqugting  houfe^  fatis&es  them 
AT  with  marrcw  and  faintfs^  makes  them  to  hear  the 
moice  rf'joy  and  gladnefsj  fills  them  with  peace  that  pajfes 
tmderjiaiwwgi  ^v'lth  joy  that  is  unjpeahahie  and  fullof  gU» 
ry.  It  is  thus  that  he  kifles  them  ivith  the  kijjis  of  bis 
mouthy  f.  e.  applies  the  comforts  of  his  promifes,  which 
are  the  fweet  words  of  his  mouth,  yea,  ^wetter  to  them 
than  bohey  or  the  honey- comk  :  It  is  here  he  makes  them 
to  shrink  of  the  rivers  of  his  pleajuresy  brings  them  to  his 
bdy  mountain ;  and  makes  them  joyful  in  his  hoij/e  of- 
prayer  :  It  is  here  he  **  brings  them  out  of  the  miry 
clay,  iets  their  feet  upon  a  rock,  eftabhfties  their  goings, 
and  puts  a  new  fong  in  their  mouth,  even  praifes  to 
our  God." 

It  might  be  proper  in  this  place  to  fpeak  i6  the  cafes 
of  feveral  forts  of  communicants  :  But,  baring  done  this 
pretty  fully  in  my  Sacramenta/  Catechi/m,  I  (hall  here 
fpeak  only  to  two  forts* 

L  Thofe  who,  after  fecret  felf-examination,  and  re- 
viewing of  their  communicating,  are  put  to  complain 
that  they  do  not  fitid  any  comfort  or  fplritual  advan- 
tage by  the  fdilemn  ordinance  of  which  they  have  been 


IL  Thofe  who  cannot  but  acknowledge,. to  the  praifo 
of  free  grac^,,  that  they  have  been  kindly  dealt  with» 
and  privileged  with  fpecial  manifcftatioos  of  God's  love 
and  favour  at  this  holy  ordinance. 

Firjly  As  to  the  firtt  fort  of  communicants. 

There  are  fometimes  found  not  a  few  of  God's  people 
whoji  on  ^e  back  of  their  commimicating,  are  in  a  dif« 
Cpnfolace  condition^  ^^O  (faitl\pue)^l  have  been  examining 

myfelf 
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m^  try  tmamwmetlfnff^-smd  Ifirtr  I  l«t^  notf'Vb 

O.rift  r  Cf*,  r^or  fpoc  «inr  cor  fiwt  or  ^pixtm^ 

Oiec  ^  i*ir  ordimriML'  I  tMft  Go<%  JitfrriliiftflK; 

■Cm  b¥  ♦fv*^  oioinji^c^v  lit  w All'  or  larjviK  ttc  Booi^  v 
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MBMrv  OnfWTT  vpOB  jOOfTDIy  affHVKJIUA  im  JJKTO'Wy  wk 

yoiv  uuppofBlBiCftt  fli  yooffKif .  Ado  it  w  Bscjy .  lipMt 
•vc  inil!lif*yov  wul  doo^  tluCciAcf  yov  bjvc  BC^B  Wfm 

koto  fllJipLiica  tnflfr  s  fcMc  of  fpuiioil  vsoiii  ^  yovnatvr 
SMf  bora-  wflMiMi  niffist'  yoot  nooit^  ciiuci  DCftn<c*  v 
tuw  off  -  or  snri'  yowr  conflBomcsttiii^  ^  t^  |itilu|i9  yofl 
BoycgoocaPootiiMiyioiw  riwimDcniD  yovrowiiincp|[iB^ 
tnthom  loonw  to  %fOd  tot  AicmIa  and"  ^jmlifriiti^'itf 
the  go^  tertbock  -  Jacob  tcM  fibilriWcs;  Qcn^jtaCA^ 
^  i  fee  yoor  fatfacf^s  coimtcuficCt  it  nr  oot  tuwaio  is?* 
4t  before."  Now,  what  wa»  the  realbn  of  it  ?  *» '  J»-* 
oob  (fav  LabanT 8  fons)  ■*  hath  taken  away  afrthat  wac 
o«r  fotbcf^t,"  he  haf h  eidiaficed  fab  ndie».  W^dfi»teib 
Aon  dealt  thus  widi  thy  hearenly  Father  ?  Haft  iftbr 
fobbed  him  of  his  glory  in  any  mca(itfeT>y"^  flif* 
coofidence  ?  Then  it  is  no  %ronder  dot  Hi  conntenahce; 
wa«  not  fa-  jdeaiant  toward  thee  as  at 'other' timcSU 
Bchnmbled  then  for  ypur  defcfis  and  Ontt-com*- 
ings;  And  fay»  ^  Lord,  thoa  art  righteouVfat  I 
am  wicked.^ 

2d/y,  God  may  hide  his  fiice  from  !us  peopfe'at  tfie; 
iacrament,  either  for  their  trial,  or  for  theii*  fpltftnail' 
trnprovement  and  advantage.  He  may  hereby  try  yba 
how  yon  will  bdiaire  nnder  fitch  a  di^dtil^tidn  i  if  you 
win  love  him  and  cleave  to' him,  even  ^^"he  hides 
himielfi  or  frowns  upon  yoni.  Tip  not  defponttl*  Q^Be^' 
liever,  though  God  appear  to  frdwxi»  or  to  ib^  bhier 
things  agamft  yon ;'  but  cleave'ftiH  tb  hhtt  b]p,fid)!i.>itd 
Uefs  his  name  that  he  is  at  idl  in  fpeakcij^  {bM\  ;^i^^^ 
yon,  and  not  whollv  filent  to'you^^  as  hcls t6;'fiaany, 
upon  i^hom  he  vrtll  not  beftow  a  reptife^  Imt  givis* 
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Acta  uprto  waUtafttf  the  counrek  of  their  own  hearts. 
It  is  a  great  meicy  to  have  God  rebuking  us  for  our 
good. 

But  the  Lor4  may  be  hiding  hiinfelft  to  raife  in  yon 
the  greater  eameftnefs  and  fervency  in  feekingafter 
him*  Thus  he  dealt  with  the  fpou£e,  Cant.  iti.  3.  She 
was  too  laay  and  carelefs  in  her  inquiries  for  hiin« 
therefore  he  retires  (  and  thereupon  (he  rofe  from  her 
floth«  and  went  through  all  the  ilreets  of  the  city  m 
queft  of.  him,  faying,  '^  Saw  ye. him  whom  my  foul 
k»veth?  Tell  him  that  I  ,am  .fick<tf  love.**  It  were 
happy  if  your  diiappointment  had  the  fam?  efftd  on 
fOtt,  to  make  you  jrife  and  feek  him  more  earneiliyt 
uvid  go  furthet^  than  you  did  before.  The  i^oule 
went .  a  .little  further,  (he  went  further  than  tiic 
watchmen,  before  (he  found  him  whom  ■  her  foul 
loved  4  and  fo  mud  you.  You  muft  go  further  than- 
minifters,  ordinances,  or  facraments^  go  and  look' 
beyond  all  to  Cbrift  himfelf.  Go  aUb  further  in 
itife£t  of  diligence,  Ci^cerity,  fpirituality,  and  hearts* 
feioiinefs. '  Da  as  blind  Bartimeus  did,  when  he  thought 
Chrift  was  like  to  pais  by  him  without  noticing  lixm» 
liuke  xviiy.  39.  ."  He  cried  fo  much  the  more,  q.  d« 
liord,  pajb'  not  by  me,  allow  me  one  word  from  tfaT- 
bloQcd  mouth,  one  crunch  from  thy  gracious  hand.  O. 
bcJiever,  do  notJimit  Cod  to  the  precife  time. of  com* 
municating,  your  fead  may  be  yet  to  come ;  for  the 
banquetiog^houfe  is/uot  yet  ihut,  though  the  commu- 
nion-table  |be  iwcoveredi  Therefore,  lye  ftiU  at  the  door^. 
and  cry  fo  much  the  more,  ^^  Lord,  others  are  ferved, 
axid  not  )  :  Haft  thpu  not  one  bleffing  for  mc,  jsven  for 
sne»  O  my  Father/  Lord,  I  cannot  depart  without  it$  I 
rouft  even  die  a(  thy  thre(hold."  .Thus  pray  in  faith, 
and  wait  in  hope*  and  God  will  come  in  due  time. 
'^^  It  is  good  that  thy  foul  (hould  both  hope,  and  quiet* 
ly  ,wait  for  thjs  jblyatiou  fof  the  Lord."    . 

3^,  God' 8^  people  do  fometiixes  get  gracious  tokens 
of  bis  bounty,  and  marks  of  his  favour,  when  they  are 
not  well  fepfiblq  ofiti  fo  that  they  have  caufe  to  fay 
with  Jacob  at  Bethel,  Gen.  xxviii..  i6<  **  Surely  God 
was  in  this  place^  and  I.  knew  it  not/'    There  may  be 

teal 
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real  commvnton,  when  there  if  n«  fesfiUe  comfnuiuom 
Tk  two  difciptcs  fToing  to  Emftfeiit,  tbeiv  kieirts  dill 
burn  with  love  to  Chrift,  and  Chrift  converfed-modb 
diem,  when  yet  they  knew  it  no<.  Or  dtey  fnoy  (one- 
times reckoii  what  they  have  gof  at  the  facrimenttoie 
nothing,  becauie  they  got  not  what  they  wcfe  exped- 
ing.  lliey  were  perfaape  ejepeding  peace,  comfort,  er 
joy,  which  they  have  not  found  v  and  this  makes  them 
ovetlook  any  revivingt  and  fmokings  of  graiee  whkA 
now  are  begor  in  their  hearts.  Haft  thow,  O  conMmi« 
nicafit,  got  a  Gromb  of  grace,  do  not  undervakie  ifj 
diough  it  be  fmall,  but  be  knmbie  airfl  thankful  foy  k, 
for  furely  it  is  more  than  yoM  ckferrc.  it  i«  noC  gocNi 
manners  for  a  ftfaoger,  when  invited  to  a  gseat  mitit 
table,  to  carve  far  hiufffelf;  therefore  be  content  widi 
God's  carving  for  yim,  and  biefs  him  he  batb  tior  fedt 
you  to  the  table  of  devils,  and  given  yoa  a  portion  wMi 
the  damned* 

Many  arc  apt  to  think  nothing  is  a  (eaft,  unleft  ^hcy 
get  ftniles  from  God,  joy,  peace,  and  (enfible  manifeila- 
tkms  of  his  love :  But  there  may  be  great  bounty  (hown 
to  us  without  theie  ;  p»ticul9rly,  if  yoa  have  got  any 
more*  fetifc  of  fin's  evil,  or  concern  for  the  hsrdnefs  ei 
yoiir  hearts:  K  you  have  got  any  higher  eftecm  of  Chrift, 
aiid  oi  tlie  contrivance  of  falvation  through  his  n^s^Ka* 
tion;  if  you  have  any  more  hunger  and  thirft  after  Chrift, 
any  more  love  to  holinefs  and  the  ways  of  Chnft,  any 
more  defire  after  his  prefence  in  duties  and  ordinancesi 
ahy  more  fenfc  of  your  need  of  the  fountain  of  his 
blood  :  Then  a^l  thefe  are  gracious  tokens  of  his  bounty 
to  your  fouls,  for  vrbkrh  yo«i  have  caufe  to  Mrfs  and 
rtagnify  the  Lord.  We  may  enjoy  the  faring  inflcen- 
cf  s  of  the  Spirit,  when  we  do  not  feel  his  more  abun* 
dant  confolarions.  God  may  gracioufly  accept  of  us, 
hold  com-fn union  with  us,  and  ftal  our  pardon  to  up, 
though  he  do  not  teftify  it  by  giving  in  extraordinary 
joys.  The  ttueft  communion  with  God  is  to  enjoy 
communion  with  him  in  Ivis  graces,  whereby  our  fouls 
are  made  conformable  unto  God,  and  are  (lamped  with 
his  ima}*e.  Well,  if  you  have  got  any  more  grace,  be 
thankful  to  God,  though  you  have  got  no  more  com- 
fort.    Though  'jou  do  xvQt  t^xw^  upward  in  joy,  blefs 
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God  if  you  rdot  y^arfclvcs  more  downward  in  humili- 
ty.  Though  yoii  do  not  enjoy  much  of  God  in  the 
ordinances  here,  yet  be  thankful  if  you  get  your  de- 
firdi  moK  enlkf^ed  after  the  full  enjoymem  ot  God  a-^ 
bove^  The  kindnefs  of  God  mud  not  be  ovcvlooked, 
nor  the  day  of  fmaH  things  defpifed  $  but  the  lead  crumb 
.  of  gtace  IS  to  be  noticed  and  receired  with  thankfulneCi^ 
and  thb  ia  the  way  to  get  more. 

We  are  Hot  to  judge  of  our  ^ofiting  in  duty,  and  of 
oitr  gaining  by  ordinaflces,  by  our  prefent  feeliog  and  re» 
ceiving  of  fenfible  comforts :  For  the  fou^s  of  God's  peo* 
pic  may  be  in  a  thriving  (late  of  grace,  even  when  they 
ard  DMiDh  eaft  down  and  (harply  excrcifed*  Let  os  then 
ferioufly  refle(%  upon  our  commuoicating,  and  fee  if  we 
can  fay  th&t  our  hearts  were  fmgle  and  (inhere  in  the 
-  performance  of  the  duty,  and  in  our  covenanting  with 
God,  arid  if  we  continue  ftedfafl  with  God  therein  i 
this  may  adminifter  ground  of  comfort  to  us»  upon  our 
after-^refleftioh,  though  our  fouls  were  not  lifted  up 
with  joy  and  comfort  in  the  time  of  performance; 
God  looks  ttot  fo  much  to  peoples  fudden  fits  of  paf* 
Son,  or  flafhes  of  aiFe^ioni  as  he  doth  to  tlie  bent  and 
tendency  of  a  fincere  fdul 

Let  none  then  go  from  this  ordinance  with  any  harfli 
thoughts  of  Chrift,  or  at  all  to  give  credit  to  thefe  evilrc-» 
ports  that  Satan  and  our  y^icked  hearts  wouid  bring  up 
upon  his  good  ways :  But  let  us  tlili  love  and  praife  him^ 
^  and  fpeak  to  the  com<nendation  of  1^^  grace  and  boun- 
ty whatever  way  he  take  in  dealing  with  us.  Though  we 
fhouU  get  no  more  from  him,  fareiy  it  is  great  matter 
of  prai&,  if  he  continue  to  drive  with  us  by  his  Spirit, 
when  he  lets  others  fall  dead  afleep  \  if  he  keep  us  wak« 
ing  and  reftlefs  without  himi  when  he  fuffers  others  to 
ly  ftiil  in  carelefs  fecurify ;  if  he  keep  us  {till  hoping 
and  watting  hi  the  way  of  duty,  when  others  are  funk 
'into  the  gulf  of  defpair.  Whoever  thcy.be  diat  fincer^* 
ly  *^  trun  in  God's  mercy,  their  hearts  fliall  at  laft  re« 
jotce  in  his  faJration,"  Pf^  xiii.  5. 

Secondly^  As  to  the  fecond  fort  of  communicants  be- 
fore mentioned,  namely,  thofe  of  God's  people,  who 
oaniiot  but  acknowledge,  to  the  praife  of  free  grace,  that 
Vol.  L  4  E  they 
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they  have  bcm  kindfy  dealt  with  at  his  table  s  Aey  have 
been  privileged  with  fpecb)  manifeftations  of  God'e  Iotc 
and  fat  our  at  this  holy  ordinance. 

Well  then,  O  believers,  hath  Ae  Lord  diftingniflied 
you  from  others  at  d>if;  occafion  ?  Hath  he -taken  yon  in- 
to his  banqueting  houfe,  and  dealt  bountifully  with  yoar 
fouls  ?  Hath  he  feafted  you  with  the  goodnefs  of  his 
houfe,  and  allowed  you  his  gracious  pfcfence,  and  the 
fpecial  intimations  of  his  love  i  Then,  to  be  fure,  you 
are  under  the  higheft  obligations  of  love  and  gratitude 
to  hira  :  God  looks  for  more  at  your  hands  than  others, 
be  careful  to  give  him  fuitable  returns,  and  improre 
what  you  have  got  to  his  glory.  And,  for  that  end,  I 
ihall  give  you  the  following  advices. 

I.  Delight  and  folace  yourfelves  in  his  prefence ;  faji 
as  in  Pfal.  cxvi.  "  Return  to  thy  reft,  O  my  foul,  for 
the  Lord  hath  dealt  bountifully  with  thee :"  Make 
Chrift's  love  and  favour  the  beloved  centre  of  your  foul. 
How  much  did  Peter  folace  himfelf  in  that  manifeila- 
tion  of  Chrift'.s  love  and  glory  he  had  on  the  mount  of 
transfiguration  ?  "  It  is  good  for  us  (faid  he)  to  be 
here,  let  U3  build  three  tabernacles,  one  for  thee,  one 
for  Mofts,  and  one  for  Elias."  Not  a  word  of  building 
one  for  himfelf :  He  was  fo  fritisfied  and  delighted  with 
the  glory  he  faw  in  Chrift,  that  he  was  content  to  ly 
without  doors  to  behold  it :  Neither  cold  nor  rain  could 
make  him  faint  or  weary. 

ii.  is  Chrift  come  into  your  foul  ?  T-Ake  Care  to  en- 
tertain him  fuitabiy,  and  attend  him  duly  ;  wander  not 
from  his  prefence,  but  keep  clofs  by  him,  and  follow 
hard  after  him,  that  you  may  be  able  to  fay  with  the 
Pfalmift,  "  I  am  continually  with  thee  ;  I  will  ly  down 
with  thoughts  of  him  at  night,  and  when  I  awake  FU 
be  ftill  with  him."  Beware  of  any  thing  that  may  be 
uneafy  to  him  ;  it  is  a  pity  that  fuch  a  blefltd  gueft 
Ihould  meet  with  any  difturbance,  or  be  fmoked  out  of 
the  houfe  by  fin :  O  then  lay  a  ft  rift  charge  on  all 
your  lufts,  corruptions  and  worldly  thought?,  to  depart, 
that  they  "  ftir  not  up  nor  awake  your  beloved,  till  he 
plcafe,"  according  to  Cant.  ii.  7. 

Ill- 
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III  Earneftly  imreat  him  to  ftay  with  you:  Say, 
'*  Lord,  b^  not  as  a  wayfaring  man*,  that  turns  aftde  to 
lodge  for  a  night,  or  a  ihort  time:  But  be  thou  my  con* 
ftant  gueft/'  And,  when  he  mints  iio  go  away,  ftrive 
to  detaifi-and  bold  him  by  prayer,  as  Abraham  did 
Chrift,  Gen/xviii.  3  .  *.'  My  Lord,  if  now  i  have  found 
favour  in  thy^ fight,  pafs.not  away  from  thy  fcrvant  :'* 
And  with  the  two  difcipies  going  to  Emmaus,  Luke 
xxiv.  2Q.  fay,  "  Lord,  abide  with  us ;  for  it  is  towards 
evening,  the  day  is  far  (jpent :  And.  it  is  faid,  they  con- 
ftrained  him,  and  he  went  to  tarry  with  them."  In  like 
manner,  plead  with  Chxifti  Lord  it  is  tOMrards  night, 
an;  I  blow  not  wh^t  a  black  cioud  is  coming  on  me  or 
the  church  ;  I  nted  thy  ftrengtJicning  prefcnc*?.  before 
hand  :; . Lord ^' ftay  withime  a  while  -,  I  know  not.  how 
far  I  may  go  and  wliar  li;orms  I  may  meet  with,  be- 
fore ^  get  anotl^ier  fuch.mcaK  ,  .     , 

IV.  i?et€04ifc»encc  to  the /Warch  tower  of  thy  foul, 
cba«ge>itrto  keep  its  p/)ft,  and  ftridtly  examine  ail  that 
go  .outy  anrf  all  that  come  in,  .what  thoughts  go  out 
from  the  h^tt,  and  what,  temptations  are  fecking  to 
come  iut  And;  when  luft$  come  knocking  at  the  gate, 
Seeking  -entrancr  into  the  be irt,  anfwtr  them  according 
to  that  word,  Ezr.k  xliv.  7.  3.  "  k  is  for  the  prince  :. 
the  Lord  &xi  hath  emerej  is  by  it,  thetefbre  it  fhall 
Be  (hiiti"  itiihall  he  paJteht  to,  none  but  Chrift. .  O  it  « 
fad  when  cotifcience  ialU  aileep,  fufiers  an  enemy  to 
come  up^coilhe  gates,  and'senter  into  the:  cityi,  rwithout 
giving  warning  .  Charge  confcience  then  to  w-atoh,  atxi 
give  tinieouf^warning againi):  fiv-ry  lull  and  temptation,, 
againfi;  every  declining  of  affetlions  or  backfliding  of 
heart,  and  againft  everywroog  or  untender  ftcp  that 
may  blot  your  evidences  or  darken  )i«>ur  iky  9  for  though 
a  believer  cannot  lofe  his  falvation,  yet /he  may  lofe  the 
joy  of  his  faivation^  Pfal.  li.  aod  be  left  tO' grope  in  the 
dark  in  a  mod  uncomforcaUe  Itate,  without  ian  ordara 
appearing  toiiim  for  many  days. 

V.  Delight  to  thinkiOn  Chrift.  ."  Let  your  meditation 
of  him  be  fw<;et  j  rcm^ntber  him  on  yOurbed;.  and  me- 
ditate on  him  in  the  night-watches  5  let  him  ly  as  a  bun* 
die  of  myrrh  all  night  betwixt  your  breaits>  i.  e.  ia 

~  your  heart."    Carry  him  up  and  down  in  your  thoughts 
4Ei  ^W 
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all  the  day :  Mind  what  a  Ticwyoii  got  of  Clirift  at  his 
own  ub!c,  think  on  what  he  has  dose  and  fufcfed ; 
what  a  fea  of  wrath,  wh  it  a  fea  of  Wood,  a  fca  of  tetirs, 
a  fea  of  fuflferings  and  forrowh,  he  did  wade  dMnongk,  ta 
bring  redemption  and  pardon  to  fam*  If  wc  rightly 
oonfidered  what  coft  and  pains  Chrift  hath  beeb  at  wt 
us,  we  might  wonder  how  he  (honid  he  otic  whole  hoar 
together  out  of  his  peoples  mir.ds :  Oh  what  a  Aame  it 
it  to  forget  him  !  We  fee  a  wori<ily  man  ^ftoth  m)t-fbr« 
get  to  think  of  his  money,  lands,  buildings,  and  phnt* 
ings,  for  a  whole  day  or  week  to  an  cwl  :  bi|t,  alas ! 
we  weary  to  think  on  prcdous  Chriil  and  faearen  for  aa 
hour  or  two  :  O  let  us  lament  this  plague^  aad  beleedi 
our  bhft  phyfician  to  cure  it. 

V).  The  more  you  fee  of  Chrift  and  hia  beauty,  be 
ftill  defirous  of  further  difcoveries  of  it :  If  yo«  hafe 
(bared  of  this  holy  feaft,  you  will  find  it  both  iatisfici 
aad  begets  an  appetite.  No  doubt  Mofes-  waa  laviflied 
with  divine  contemplatiiMis  through  the  forty:  dayaJe 
converfed  with  God  in  the  mount  \  yet,  afirr  ne  comes 
down  from  it,  he  (liJl  loners  for  more,  and  cries,  Exod. 
xxxiii  it,  "1  bcfeech  ihe^,  ihew  me  thy  glory."  In 
like  manner,  third  and  pray  for  furtl.et  di&o»eriei  of 
the  king  in  his  beauty. 

Vn.  Take  pieafure  in  coilnmending  Chrift  to  otheis, 
and  ihewing  what  a  lordly  Saviour  ^nd  choice  mafterhe 
is  ;  invite  them  to  come  tafte  and  fee  that  God  is  go^. 
Let  liis  name  be  fweet  and  favoury  to  yoa^'  'delist  in 
mentioning  it-  How  fweet  wa«  his  name  to  Paul  i  For 
in  I  Cor.  i.  and  the  firft  thirteen  rerfes  of  that  chapter, 
he  mentions  his  name  no  tef$  than  twelve  times :  He 
could  never  get  cnou^  of  that  fweet  naoie  Jefus,  that 
rings  with  falvatioii  *,  he  fome  times  there  mentions  it 
twice  in  one  vcrfe. 

VIII.  Remember  that  Satan  envies  you,  and  eyos  you 
as  a  pirate  doth  a  richly  loadcn'  (hip,  4ind  will  do  what 
he  can  cither  to  rob  you  of  your  treafute,  or  give  you 
a  troublefocfte  voyage  i  You  may  expert;  triaS  on  the 
back  of  this  featt,  and  it  may  be  from  hands  that  ye 
would  little  expc£^  ;  but  f  cfolve,  whatever  tetnptatioas 
come,  or  winds  do  bbar,  that  you  will  cleave  to  your 

-Malhr, 
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Mailer,  and  never  vmssaj  of  his  work  and  fenrice :  Say 
tx>  him^  as  the  Hebrew  fcrvant  to  his  mailer,  Deuc.  xt« 
(6*  ^^  I  will  not  fp  away  fitom  thee,  becaufe  I  love 
thee.and  thine  bowft,  and  bccaufa  I  am  well  with  thee." 
I  am  faWyO  beiieter,  thou  had  far  better  reafon  to  fay 
fo  than  any  elfe  %  vthere  is  no  idrndgery  in  Chrift's  fer* 
vke,  you  have' the  bed  mafter,  'the  beft  work,  and  the 
bad  wagm  t  Have  not  you  found  iiim  kind  to  you  at  thia 
time  ?  Will  you  ever  forget  it  ?  You  have  at  this 
time  eaten.  pkntifdUy  of  hit  bread  ?  **  O  do  not  lift 
up  the  heel  againft  him  C^  never  betray  him,  0or  give  a 
wound  to:  hk  intereft  any  morrb  . 

iX«  fie  nnich  concerned  for  his  glory,  and  for  the  ad« 
vancement  of  his  kingdom.  Pity  thofe  who  are  ftraUi* 
gers  to  him,  and  pray  for  them ;  fend  portions  to  them 
for  whom  nothing  is  provided  :  Pity  others  who  have 
not  got  yoar  ieogtli,  and  put  in.  a  word  for  them  ;  pray 
for  a  crumb  to  them  from  that  full  table  at  which  yoa 
liave  been  feeding  fo  plentifully. 
:  X.  HathXhrid  been  dealing  more  klndJy  with  yoa 
t}ian  others  ?:  Then  he  expeds  you  will  do  more  fof 
him  than  others^  Mattii.  v.  47*  He  hath  done  fingiu 
hr  l^ngs  .foryou  (  fee  that  you  do  fmgaUr  things  for 
him  :  carry  as  becomes  his  peculiar  people*  Be  not 
content  with  common  mcrciee,  or  fuch  portions  as  ba& 
tarda  may  have  t  Be  not  content  with  common  graces^ 
gifts,  and  kttainmelits,  fuch  as  hypocrites  may  have  7 
£e  not  content  with  comimoia^  cdnverfation  ;  live  not  as 
tiie  men  ofr  the  world,  wbofe  hearts  are  fet  on  things 
beiow,  hut  live  above  the  world,^  have  your  feet  where 
other  mens  hta«h  are :  Shew  fo  much  humility,  morti-» 
Ration,  pat^nce,  he^venJinefs,  and  charity  in  your  walk^ 
that  the  world  may  not  only  tabs  notice  that  you  have 
been  with  Jefus,  but  that  you  defign  to  lodge  and  live 
eternally  iwijbh  JeCus».  Live  not  according  ta  common 
examples,  but  fet  Chrift  and  his  Gtints  before  you  for 
patterns  c  And  .whatever  others  do  about  you,  refolve 
to  (land  for  Chrid,  though  it  were  alone  }  fay,  with 
Joihua,  *'  As  for  me  and  my  lumfe  we  will  ferve  our 
covenanted  God." 

XI.  Labour  to  keep  dill  up  a  lively  and  fpiritual  frame 
of  foulj  and  beware  of  lofing  what  you  have  i  be  fenG« 


ble  tliat  yott  aire  not  ilo^  to  anuatain  it  naa^  iktm  to 
beget  it :  Tou  have  many  eneonca  ieddnir.to  vd6  f» 
of  H  9  ^"^}k  with  ft.ludf  fafyimn  md  jealqafy,.  sia'a  tnu 
teller,  having  much  moner  abovtiwif  Ayiftactcgy 
one  be  meets  for  a  thie£  ,  Ddight  ia.Cbnfti^mleUow* 
fliip  ^  one  IWe-coal  hdna  boah  to  ]dod^'<KfagQrtf.  and  m 
leepthfm  bnrning,  neb  x*  24.  2$*  v"  ^I^et  «s  voofi^ 
der  cut  anotheri  to  pcarrdce  toJosie  9mA  gopd  mrki.;^ 
Mot  foT&kthg  the  dflembltQg.pf  <mrfclfei,*tfigcttov ^aa 
the  manner  of  fonie  .i|p»  but  exhorting  0|qmi  anodier.''-*; 
Again,  be  tender  and.c»cna)fpe&  in  ymi^wilk  |.  for^ 
tender  walk  keeps  up  a  tender  frame.  .^JMnpaie  of  <tbk 
cares  of  the  worid  and  oanhl]r.mindqdn^£i^.feffy.  ^Jf^* 
thruft  a  knife  into  the  <^th»  it  blnota  it^«.^dge»  Fcaf 
quern  faccnaEiental4Kcafions,.  and  tho£:  h^ajrt«:«ianninf 
ordipancrs  wl^cb  God  jippointedfer  joiir  6Hds««dyaitrt 
tage. ,  Gall  your  hearUr  Ccequqitly  t^:9ifoomnt^tvf%^^'0i 
my  idu],  how  is  it  with.tlice  now.?,>;Tunc.mNit  Jthcail 
hadft  a  good  frame,  food  mottona  abd.^dtfW^s^JWrhaA 
become  jof  you  how  f  SucK  a  chanjxer^Xucb  a  placfk  ipr 
the  fields  fuch  a  kirk  or  communion-table^  can  witnc& 
the  meltings  of  thy  heart  and  flowings  .o^f  thine  zSecn, 
tioDs  towards  Chrift  and  things  above  i  Where  jaire  thef 
now  i  But,  above  alU  be  much  in.&cret  gnrayer,.  an^ 
in  the  exercife  of  faith  on  Chrift  the  fotuitam^^gf.lifie.^ 
Intruft  your  hearts  and  frames  to  his  keeping,,  wha  i» 
your  great  Friend  and  Surety ;  fay  beiievingly^  .;vitlf>tbi;^ 
Pfalmift,  **  Lord  be  Surety  for  thy  ferva^t  fot  ^gpod ; 
Into  thy  hands,  O  Lord,  I  commit  my  fpirit }  .for  ^hoa- 
haft  redeemed  me,  O  God  of.  truth."  Let,tl^e  evfr- 
lafting  arms  be  underneath  me,  and  h<^4  ^P  i^y.fi<^ngs« 
Fjead  for  the  conftant  fuppjUes  of  his  Spij[it,  .that/he^ 
who  b  as  the  dew  to  Ifrael,  may  a&rd  oil  to  yoi|r  chaf« 
riot- wheels,  and  wind  to  vour  empty  (mIs^,.  Xo^  h^vc 
need  to  watch  and  pray,  for  Satan  is  {till  going  about  9 
this  old  crocked  ferpent  can  wind  luxnielf  in  at  a  very. 
narrow  hole  ;  he  hath  many  cold  froft  wi^ds  to.freczQ 
up  your  aSedions,  many  deceitful  charms  to  lull  you- 
alleep;  you  may  fleep,  but  he  never.  Ueeps.  .  0  com- 
municant, watch ;  for  if  he  find  you  afleep,  he  will  fooa 
fteai  away  the  living  child,  and  lay  a  dead  one.  in  its 
room :  Gpd  fave  you  ftom  tHs  dead  fleep. 


htSk  II.        IKw  to  tebave  after  Partaking.  $6^ 

Xlf .  Have  you  tailed  of  God's  goodnefs  at  this  occa- 
fioii  ?.  Sit  not  down  fadsfied  in  what  you  have  got ;  but 
let  it  excite  in  y6u  canicft  lonp:ings  for  heaven,  where 
die'  full  feaft  is.  Thefe  are  but  the  foretaftes  and  firlb- 
fruits  of  Ihe'ptbmifcd  land,  fent  to  wean  your  hearts 
from  the  w^d,  aiid  fiiarpen  your  defircs  after  the  Ca- 
naan that  ii  above,  where  thefe  fir  ft- fruits  do  grow  aii4 
arc  full  rijptf.  A  comnaunion-fabhath  is  the  likeft  thing 
Hire  have  til  ihe  world  to.  that  crerlafting  fabbath,  that  15 
^bove :  Btft,  how  fmall  are  the  comforts  of  this  lower 
table,  if  compared  with  the  higher  table  ?  What  is  a  fa- 
crament- feaft  here,  to  the  thamagc-fupper  of  the  lamb  ? 
What  is  drinking  of  the  fruit  of  the  vine  here,  to  the 
drinking  it  liew  with  Chrift  in  his  Father's  kingdom, 
vhere  rfic  gltJtious  heavens  will  be  the  room,  and  the 
heavenly  hoft  the  attendants  ?  Here  wc  feed  on  Chrift  by 
fyinbols  and' Sacraments,  and  have  but  bad  appetites; 
but  there  'they  enjoy  and  fee  him  as  he  is  :  Here  are 
ihany  traitors  iind  unworthy  communicants,  thatthruft 
themfelves  rA  among  the  children ;  but  there  no  Judas» 
nor  uhfurniflicd  -gueft,  can  come,  nor  any  thing  that  can 
impair  the  glory  of  that  fcaft.  What  is  the  finging  of 
pfalmshete^'td  the  mufic  of  angels  there?  Had  you 
been  with  the  (hepherds,  Luke  ii.  and  feen  the  angels, 
and  heard  the  multitude  of  the  heavenly  hoft  praifing 
God,  faying,  i**  Glory  to  God  in  the  higheft,  peace  on 
earthy  good-ifc^lt  towards  men,'*  you  would  never  have 
forgot  that  ^Ibfious  fight  and  found  5  but  O  that  is  lit- 
tle to  what  y6U  fliall  fee  and  hear  above. 

The  gr^teftfnanifeft^tions  of  God  Ijere  below  are  but 
a  fairit  fliadb^  of  the  beatific  vifion  above.  When  Mo^ 
fcs  wa^taikiil^'a  little  with  God  in  the  mount,  and  faw 
his  back  pattfe  trom  the  clefts  of  the  rock,  it  made  his 
face  fa  glorious,  that  the  people  could  not  behold  it 
withoiit  a  viil :  But,  O  how  will  Mofes's  face  «»nd  all 
about  him  fhine  now  !  It  was  little  that  he  faw  then,  to 
what  he  fees  iibw,  and  what  we  (if  believers)  will  fee 
ere  long.  - 

Peter  was  fo  t^^nfported  on  thr  mount  with  ?» •"  :':r  rf 
Chrift's  transfiguration, and  .\ii)fe  ind  Kli  • :  ..- ; k .'  y  w]  U 
him,  that  he  wa:»  in  an  ext«jfy  of  .v^...ir:^u,.;;.   .'.  ).  v-.w.-, 
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'  Mafteir,  it  is  grood  for  us  to  be  here,  let  us  build  tiber- 
nacles*  q.  d*  Let  us  dwell  ftill  here,  2j\A  not  go  down 
to  yon  vain  empty  world  again  ;  here^s  better  company 
and  purer  delights.^  But,  O  how  much  more  is  Peter 
nriflbed  with  wonder  now  !  This  was  buta  frfiali  pan 
of  that  glory,  which  Petei  and  the  £untf  above  fee 
there 

O  believers,  you  ought  in  a  communion  day  to  get 
up  to  tKe  mount  of  meditation,  as  Mofea  did  to  the 
mount  Nebo,  and  view  this  promifed  land  ;  and,  as  ye 
fee  it,  you  ou)^ht  to  long  for  it,  and  aHb  **  rejoice  in 
hope  of  the  glory  of  God|"  and  fay,  **  O  (hall  I  ere  loDg 
join  with  that  one  hundred  and  forty  four  thoufand  that 
follow  the  Lamb  ?  Shall  I  bear  a  part  in  that  heaTrnly 
concert  ?  Shall  all  tears  be  wipt  from  my  eyes  ?  Shall 
my  poor  dying  body  be  turned  into  a  glorious  ftar  ? 
Shall  I  be  for  evef  with  the  Lord,  and  drink  of  the  ri- 
vers of  pkafuTc  that  run  clear  a?  crjrftal  alongft  the 
banks' of  eternity,  and  whofe  ftreams  i^ake  glad  the  ci- 
ty of  God  ?  And  (hall  not  my  heart  leap  for  joy  at  the 
profpefl  of  it  ?  The  night  is  far  fpcnt,  and  the  day  is 
at  hand,  the  fun  is  at  the  rifing;  and,  will  not  a  belieT* 
cr  rejoice  in  hope  of  it  ?" 

The  wife  men,  when  they  but  f«»w  the  ftar  that  point* 
cd  out  where  Chritl  was,  yet  it  is  faid,  **  They  re- 
joiced  with  exceeding?  gre.^t  joy  "  Matt,  ii.  io  But,  0 
belitvir-g  communicant,  thou  wi!t  ftiortly  fee  the  ftar  of 
Jacob,  namely,  Chrift  himfelf,  who  is  the  "  bright  mor- 
ning ftar,"  ftiining  in  his  glory  ^  and  will  not  that  caufc 
far  more  joy  to  thee  ?  If  the  difciples  returned  from  the 
fcpulchre  with  great  joy,  when  they  but  got  the  newt 
that  Chrift  was  rifen  from  the  dead ;  what  jqy  will  it 
be  to  thee,  to  fee  him  raifed  and  reigning  in  his  glory, 
and  thyfelf  raifed  from  the  grave  to  reign  eternally  with 
him  ? 

Well  then,  let  a  communion-day,  and  the  comfort! 
of  it,  put  thee  in  mind  of  that  happy  ftate,  and  raife 
fuitable  dc fires  and  affc£lions  in  the^  towards  it,  and 
make  thee  long  and  fay,  **  Lord,  thefc  joys  are  too  grea^ 
to  enter  into  me  now  j  O  make  mc  fit  to  enter  into 
them  !" 


Sh&%.  II.        Bow  to  BeUve  after  Pdr^hihg,  s^j 

LaJUf^  As  f^r  as  time  and  (Irength  can  allo^i  the 
evening,  of  a  communion  fabbath  (hould  be  (jpenjt  in  fe- 
cret  and  family  duties.  1  acknowledge  our  frail  bodies 
mayibe  much  fatigued  by  our  long  attendance,  intenfe- 
nefs  and  abftinence  this  day  :  But  O  if  we  could  fay  this 
evening  (and  particularly  minifters  and  elders^  who  had 
greater  work  this  day  upon  their  hands  than  others)  that 
though  we  may  be  weary  with  our  work,  yet  we  are  not 
weary  of  this  work  j  for  it  is  Chrift's  work,  which  is 
both  pleafant  and  profitable^  and  carriies  its  own  reward 
\[\  its  bofom  ! 

And  fince  your  bodies  mud  be  refreflied  this  nighty 
and  you  muft  entertain  fome  fellowQiip  with  others^ 
there  ought  to  be  a  more  divine  and  heavenly  air  upon 
your  converfations  at  this  time  than  ordinary :  Let  your 
carriage  and  difcourfe  1>e  fuch  as  becomes  thofe  who 
.h^ve  been  on  the  mount  this  day  with  God,  that  o- 
thers  may  take  notice  of  you,  that  you  have  been  with 
JefuSk 

When  yqu  {ee  the  table  covered  this  night,  or  fup- 
per  fet  upon  it,  you  may  think  or  fay,  "  Now  \  am 
xotne  from-  a  eommunion-table  to  a  common-table ;  front 
tafting  of  the  upper- fprings,  to  (hare  of  the  ncther- 
fprings  ;  from  feeding  on  manna,  to  eat  the  bread  that 
periflieth  \  How  great  is  the  change  of  my  fare  !  Lord, 
.  let  not  this  table  be  a  fnare  to  me,  nor  any  wife  tend  t6 
divert  my  mind  cither  from  the  fwcct  table  Iliave  been 
at,  or  that  blefl:  table  above  I  wojiid  be  at*"  We  may 
likewife  take  occafion  to  admire  the  infinite  bounty  and 
goodnefs of  God  to  both  our  fouls  and  bodies:  O  what 
pains  and  coft  he  is  at  with  us  !  At  our  common  table 
we  fee  his  beafts  killed  to  maintain  the  life  of  our  bo- 
dies, and  at  the  communion-table  we  have  feen  his  dear 
Son  ilain  to  preferve  the  life  of  our  fouls. 

In  the  lafi  place,  keep  a  watchful  eye  upon  all  yout 
tlioughts  and  words  this  night ;  look  well  to  the  framed 
.of  your  fouls.  Hath  God  (hed  abroad  his  love  this  day 
in  your  hearts  ?  keep  yourfelves  in  the  love  of  God* 
Ly  down  this  night  with  fweet  thoughts  of  Chrift,  fer»i 
vently  praying  for  a  rich  blefling  upon  the  day's  work^ 

Vol.  L  4  F  and 


cud  fof  BIS  |[fiu!KNM  pvciCBOC  Oft  uic  momv^  diat  uK 
hft  day  of  the  feaft  may  be  die  gicatcft  and  fvccteft. 


Sect.  in.  Contabbg  diicOioiis  to  all  < 

in  general,  coooenung  their  after  oootarladoo  ia 
the  WOT  kL 

REMEMBER  yos  have  been  covenaiitiDg  widi  Go^ 
and  taking  fokmn  vews  on  yourfelica  ^  die  Lo«A 
table  i  fee  that  your  oonrer^tiona  be  fiaitable  lieicwatou 
Yoo  haTe  been  admitted  to  great  booovri  and  fytdA 
pdrilegcs :  See  then  that  ye  fbew  yoor  rtiMitfrtift  id 
God  the  anthor  of  yoor  jncrcks,  by  the  love  of  yov 
Ivarts,  the  praifes  of.  yoer  Kps,  and  exennplariacCi  dt 
yoor  Ihres.  Bat  awie  paniodailyy  ofafene  thdc  Ibl- 
lowing  diie&ioaa. 

J}n£CT.  L  Stndy  to  be  true  and  £ndifnl  Sol&is  tn 
yoor  General^  wIk^  coloais  yon  banc  fidam^ 
I  worn  to* 

YOU  hare  come  onder  a  {acramcntal  oadi  to  God; 
fee  that  yoo  keep  it  lacrcd  and  inriobUe.  ThcPfetntift 
gives  it  as  a  mark  of  a  man  that  wiQ  go  to  heaven,  PiaL 
XV.  that  he  keeps  hia  oaths  and  proaiHia»  even  tfaoi^h 
it  ibonld  be  to  his  htm  and  prcjiufioe«  How  modi 
more,  then,  ibanki  a  man  be  onSml  to  keep  hift  oaths 
and  engagements  he  coo:es  cnder  to  God  in  the  £fccr»- 
mest.  when  ic  is  greatly  for  his  good  and  advantage  io 
to  do  ?  O  commoocaiztt  be  fiitLfai  io  r^^  €7jm#j|h  nf 
your  felrationy  abide  by  his  ftandard,  defest  hza4ioc  in 
the  day  of  batdeygonocovevtohiseacBiescaapL  Re- 
member whu  he  hadi  dooe  azid  ficobcd  fer  yoo,  and 
let  the  k}ve  of  Gsixit  cosftraic  yoa  to  abide  widi  him. 
Flurarcfa  tells  os  of  the  feldiers  of  PompeTy  that ' 
Le  cocitff  Bo>'  keep  them  m  c&e  camp  ^  <  .  . 
vet  when  P^mpcy  threw  himfeif  on  the  gravnd,  fiyingf 
It  ye  will  go^  ye  uaU  crampk  ca  yoor 
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faidt  they. were  oTcrcoinc  and  perfuaded  to  ftaj.  So 
yoor  geneml».  Qirift,  i  when  in  the  garden,  threw  him* 
lelf  on  the  ground,  wreftling  in  an  agony,  to  fave  you 
from  fin,  and  ftop  your  career  to  hell :  O  then  do  not 
trample  on  your  general*  but  ftop  your  fidf  deftroying 
courfe,  and  abide  with,  your  Sarioiir..  W<  tead,  a  Sam» 
XX.  12.  that  David's  foldiers  while  marching  very  faft^ 
when  they  faw  the  dead  body  of  Amafa  lying  in  the  way, 
(viz  the  general  wallowing  in  blood)  they  ftopt  their 
march  and  ftood  ftill.  O  communicant,  though  for<» 
merly  thou  haft  been  marching  furioufly  in  the  ways  of 
fin^;  yet  when  thou  feeft  the  mangled,  wounded,  pier* 
ced,  and  crudfied  body  of  thy  Saviour  before  thee,  thou 
ihottldft  ftop  thy  eourfe,  and  proceed -no  further.  -  Oh, 
io  not  trample  on  thy  wounded  general,  do  not  defpife 
Ilia  bleeding  woundsi  nor  forget  his  dying  love.  Keep 
ftedfaftly  your  facramental  oath,  and  never  a&  contrary 
to  it.  Beware  of  plotting  againft  hioii-.Drcorrefpond* 
ing  with- traitors.  Let  it  never  he:  heard,  that  any  of 
Chriftts  fwomfoldiers  (hall  either  defort.or  betray  their 
renowned  generaL  If  you  woiild'he  faithful  foldiers  to 
Chrift  your  general,  thenxanefiaDy  obey  his  orders,  cou- 
ragioufly  adhere  to  his  intereft,.  valiantly  fight  for  his 
€aufe,  and  manfully  refift;:  his  enemies^  and  abide  by  his 
ftandard  to  the  very  laflu  /*  Be  thou  faithful  to  the 
jdeath,  and  thou  fiisbb*  get  the  crown  of  life/'  Rev.  ii.  lo. 

Direct.  II.  Study  to  be  a£iive  nil  diligent  in  a  courfe 
of  new  obedience,  after  the  Sacrament. 

TOU  fliould  now  walk  circumfpedly,  be  morehum^ 
ble  and  pious  towards  God,  more  juft  and  righteous 
towards  man,  and  more  (bber  and  temperate  tovirards 
yourfelves.  Have  a  finccre  refpccl  to  every  command- 
ed duty :  Keep  the  fabbath  more  exa6ily,  hear  more 
attentively,  •  pray  more*  fervetetlyi  • -Dl^ditate  more  fre 
quently,  and  fee  to  watch  over  your  hearts,  your  words, 
and  your  ways,  more  dHigently,  that  fa  you  may  pleafe 
pod,  walk  worthy  of  Ghiift-,:  walk  worthy  of  the  cove* 
tiant,  of  the  facramotf,  of  the  kingdom,  of  the  gofpel 
'^nA  grace  of  God*  Let  your  prefecit  de^ttm^wt.  ^^ 
4  ¥  ^  ^TvW^'^^J^^ 
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anfweraUeto  your  future  fucfernicftt  %  and  fee  thit 
there  be  {bme  proportion  betwixt  ymir  privileges  aof 
yovr  ^chities. 

It  (hould  be  with  a  man  after  his  communion  with 
God  in  the  faerament,  as  it  was  with  Jacob  after  hii 
communion  with  God  in  Bethel^ Gen.  xxix.  x.  **  Thai 
Jacob  lift  up  his  feet,  (as  it  is  in  the  original)  and  came 
into  the  land  of  the  people  of  the  eaft*"  After  Jacob 
had  met  with  God,  then  he  lift  up  his  feet^  u  e.  hr 
went  on  his  journey  with  ftrength)  with  fpirit  and  cheer- 
fulnefs.  So  after  we  have  had  fellowfhip  with  God  in 
the  facrament,  we  fhoold,  in  the  ftrength  of  liiat  meal, 
)ifr  up  our  feet,  and  go  on  cheerfully  and  reiblntely  in 
our  journey  towards  heaven.  Nay,  we  (hoqld,  like  Je- 
hofliaphat,  not  only  have  our  hands  and  feet,  but  alfa 
our  "  hearts  lift  up  in  the  way  of  the  Lord."  We 
ihould  now;  run  his  errand  moft  cheerfully, '  iing  in  hii 
ways,  and  ferve  him  with  alacrity.  When  God  ■  calls 
lis  to  any  duty,  we  (hould  prefently  anfwer  the  firft  in- 
timation of  his  will,  *'  Speak,  Lord,  for  thy  fervant 
heareth.''  O  communicant,  thou  oughteft  now  to  be 
fwift  to  hear  every  one  of  God's  calls ;  be  like  the 
Pfalmift,  Pfal.  xxvii.  8.  "  When  thou  faidft,  Seek  ye 
my  face  ;  my  heart  faid  unto  thee,  Thy  face.  Lord,  will 
I  feek."  Though  before  1  have  negleded  to  feek  thee 
in  public  with  others,  and  in  private  by  myfelf,  and 
been,  alas,  very  negligent  in  the  duties  of  thy  worftiip ; 
yet  now  1  will  begin  to  read  the  fciiptures,  praife  thy 
name,  and  pray  diligently,  not  only  in  fociety  with  o- 
thers,  but  alfo  by  myfelf  in  fecret,  and  do  all  thcfe  duties 
of  holinefs  mine  oath  at  the  facrament  doth  bind  me 
unto.  And  fee  that  you  refolve  and  perform  all  thefe, 
leaning  to  the  ftrength  of  your  covenanted  Redeemer. 

Direct.  III.  Abandon  all  your  former  known  fins,  and 
ftridly  guard  againft  them  after  the  Sacrament. 

REMEMBER  what  Paul  faith,  Eph.  iv.  ^8.  "  Let 
liim  that  ftole,  fteal  no  more,"  &c.  In  like  manner, 
fay  I^  let  him  that  ptofaned  God's  namci  profane  it  no 

more  9 
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more ;  let  him  that  lyed,  lye  no  more ;  let  him  that  ufcd 
to  break  the  fabbathi  be  drunk,  cheat,  be  unclean,  &c* 
do  fo  no  more.  Hath  Chrid  been  waChing  you  in  the 
layer  of  his  blood  ?  O  do  not  go  hack  to  wallow  in  the 
mire.  Did  he  fpeak  peace  to  you  at  the  table  i  O  do 
not  turn  again  to  folly. 

Let  never  that  be  charged  upon  communicants,  that 
was  laid  to  jfraers  charge  of  old,  £xod.  xxxii.  6.  ^  The 
people  fat  down  to  eat  and  to  drink,  and  vok  up  to  play. 
Oh,  will  any  fit -down  to  cat  and  to  drink  at  the  Lord's 
table,  and  then  rife  up  to  play  the  wanton,  play  the  pro* 
digal,  play  the  apostate,  and  join  with  the  enemies  of 
God.  Surely,  O  communicant,  if  thou  (houldft  do  fo, 
thy  fins  will  not  be  of  any  ordinary  dye  ;  they  will  be 
very  hcinoufly  aggravated,  and  far  more  grievous  and 
piercing  to  Jefus  Chrift  than  the  fins  of  many  others. 
David  was  not  much  troubled  at  Shimei's  railing,  but  - 
Abfalom's  rebellion  pierced  his  very  foul,  2  Sam.  xvi. 
I  K  "  Behold,  my  fon,  which  caifce  forth  of  my  bow- 
els, feeking  my  life."  So  may  Chrift  fay.  The  fins  of 
the  wicked  are  no  furprifing  thing,  but  the  fins  of  com- 
municants' are  very  piercing  :  *^  He  that  did  eat  breadr 
with  me,  hath  lift  up  his  heel  againft  me,"  Pfal.  xli.  ^. 

O  believer,  hath  Chrift  delivered  thee  from  fin  and 
Satan,  hell  and  wrath  ;  and  wilt  thou  rebel  againft  thy 
deliverer  ?  Oh  wilt  thou  thus  requite  the  Lord  for  his 
marvellous  loving- kindnefs  !  May  ft  thou  not  fay  with 
the  Jews,  after  their  return  from  the  Babylonifh  capti- ' 
vity,  Ezra  ix.  i>  14.  "  After  fuch  a  deliverance  as 
this,  (hould  I  again  break  thy  commandments,  wouldft 
thou  not  be  angry  with  me,  till  thou  hadft  confumed ' 
mei?"  If  I  (hould  again  join  with  the  wicked,  and  re- 
turn to  my  old  fins,  O  what  a  dreadful  place  in  hell 
might  I  look  for  ^ 

Direct.  IV.  Keep  a.  watchful  eye  and  a  ftrong  guvird 
againft  the  temptations  of  Satan,  upon  the  back  of 
a  facrament. 

SATAN  is  never  more  bufy  nor  more  violent  .to 
4:empt  and  draw  men  to  fin,  than  when  they  are  new 

com^ 


57^  So^  ^  Beiave  afur  T^uOngm        8cft.  IIL 

come  from  the  Lord's  table:  Why?  He  U  cxceediag 
malicious,  and  hellifh  in  his. enmity  afsraioft  fouls;  and 
\ii  knows,  if  he  can  draw  them  into  fin  upon  the  back 
of  fuch  a  near  approach  to  God,  it  is  the  wa|r^to  make 
their  fins  out  of  meafure  finful  before  God,  and  ex- 
ceedingly to  widen  the  breach  betwixt  God  and  their 
fouls. .  Look  ho>^  Sennacherib  dealt  with.  Hezekiah  af- 
ter he  had  reformed  the  church,  fettled  the  worflup 
of  God,  and  put  all  in  good,  order,  a  Chron.  xxxi.  r. 
There  it  is  faid,  "  After  thefe  things,  and  the  eftablifli- 
ment  thereof,  Sennacherib  king  of  Aflyria  came  and 
entered  into  Judah,  and  encamped  againft  the  fenced 
cities,  and  thought  to  win  them  for  himfelf.**  In  like 
manner  doth  fatan  deal  with  communicants,  after  they 
hare  been  at  the  facrament,  and  have  renewed  their  co- 
Tcnant  with  God,  and  eftabliihed  their  refoiutions  a- 
gainft  the  commiffion  of  fin,  and  for  the  performance  of 
duty :  After  thefe  things  will  the  devil  come  with  all  his 
forces,  and  encanip  againft  the  fenced  cities,  (the  com- 
municants hearts)  and  feek  to  win  them  for  himfelf. 
He  hath  an  army  of  ftratagems,  wiles,  devices,  fnares, 
and  temptations  always  at  command ;  and  lays  many 
ambufliments  againft  the  communicant :  Oh  what  need 
have  we  to  be  on  our  guard  after  fuch  a  folemn  ordi« 
nance,  and  to  labour  to  forefee  and  prevent  fatan's 
helltfli  defigns  againft  us  !  It  were  happy  if  we  could 
fay  with  the  apoftle,  "  We  are  not  ignorant  of  his  devi- 
ces." 

O  communicant,  when  fatan  comes  tb  tempt  thee  to 
£h  after  the  facrament,  fay,  What !  wouldft  tfiou  have 
me  perjured  before  God  ?  Shall  I,  who  have  been  at 
God's  table,  and  have  ate  and  drunk  with  him,  lift  up 
my  heel  againft  him  ?  Shall  I  take  the  members  of 
Chrift,  and  make  them  the  members  of  an  har  ot  ?  Shall 
1  defile  that  body,  wherein  he  hath  chofen  to  refide  ? 
Shall  I  force  him  out  of  his  habitation  by  any  impurity, 
or  offend  him  by  entertaining  naufeous  thoughts,  or  the 
vile  fuggeftions  of  that  unclean  fpirit  ?  Shall  thefe  hands, 
that  have  received  the  facred  elements,  work  deceit  ? 
Shall  thefe  eyes,  that  have  been  filled  with  tears  at  the 
Lord's  table,  be  Qlled  with  luft  or  envy  ?  Shall  the 
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mouthy  that  hath  drunk  of  theconfecratcd  wine,  befuU 
of  rotten  difcoutfe  ?  Imitate  Jofeph,  when  tempted, 
flee  with  hafte  out  of  temptation's  way,  and  fay,  **  How 
{hall  i  do  this  wickednefs,  and  fin  againft  God  ?*  Or 
fay,  with  the  fpoufe,  "  I  have  wafhcd  my  feet,  how 
Ihall  I  defile  them  ?**  I  have  waflied  njy  foul,  how 
fliall  I  pollute  It  with  fin  ?  I  have  taken  on  with  ChrifL 
and  how  ihall  I  turn  my  back  on  io  good  a  Mafter  t 
'<  Get  thee  behind  me,  fatan*^* 

Direct.  V.  Study  that  blefled  art  of  improving  anil 
feeding  on  the  facrament^  and  a  crucified  Jefus  xe« 
prefented  therein,  after  you  gone  itom  iu 

WE  (hould  not  only  feed  on  Chrift  while  at  the  f». 
crament,  but  v^e  fiiould  continue  to  feed  On  Chrift,  the 
niafter  of  this  feaft,  when  the  communion  table  is  re- 
tnoved^  As  the  Ifraelites  in  the  wildernefs,  they  did 
mot/only  drink  of  the  rock  when  they  were  at  it^  hmlt^ 
after  they  were  removed  and  gone  from  it,  thejr  ftitt 
continued  to  drink  of  it«  But,  how  could  that  be  i  Tbe 
apoftle  tells  us,  that  the  rock  followed  them,  i  Coc  x. 
4*  i,  e.  the  water  that  ifliiedout  of  the  rock  followed 
them  as  they  journeyed,  in  all  their  fiages  and  removca* 
So,  when  we  are  gone. from  the  clefts  of  the  vodc 
chat  were  ftreaming  to  ua  in  the  facrament,  we  ihould 
continue  to  make  ufe  of  thefe  ftreams,  and  fliare  «f 
the  virtue  and  efficacy  of  this  water  of  life,  which  fel- 
lows us,  and  ftreams  after  us,  all  the  while  we  ave 
travelling  in  the  wilderneis  of  this  world,  tiU  we  oome 
home  to  the  heavenly  Canaan.  And  as  the  ftreams  ^si 
the  rock  not  only  followed,  but  alfo  accompanied  the 
Ifraelities,  and  run  before  diem  too  $  fo  we  muft  have 
Chrift  with  us,  and. depend  on  him  in  every  ftep  of 
our  journey,  andlikewUe  have  our  eye  ftill  upon  him 
as  our  guide  and  leader  to  heaven.  ■.  Q  that  we  could 
learn  the  heavenly  art  of  living  by  faith  on  the  Son  of 
God,  by  continued  dependence  on.  him,  and  making 
application  to  him  for  righteoufnefs  and  ftrengthi 
rightepufnefe  for  removing  our  guilt,  and  juftifying  our 
iperibxis  before  God  i  and  ftreogth  for  performing  du« 
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ixtfKf  conquering  lufts*  ^nd  bearing  crofles  !  O  that  we 
could  come  with  our  daily  fins  and  pollutions  to  a  cru- 
cified Jefus^  and  make  renewed  and  daily  application  o( 
that  blood  we  were  bathing  our  fouls  with  in  the  facra- 
ment !  May  we  (lill  drink  of  the  fpiritual  rock,  and 
daily  find  the  .viftue,  efficacy,  asd  benefit  of  the  facra- 
nient,  followingoind  dreaming  after  ut  while  we  are  in 
the  wildemefab!  I^lay  we  conftantly  meditate  on  the 
love  and  death  of  our  lorely  Jefus,  carry  the  print  of  the 
nails  in  our  hearts,  and  continually  bear  about  with  us 
the  dying  of  the  Lord  Jefus ;  that  we  may  (till  look  to 
hlibj  draw  tiourifhment  from  him,  and  walk  on  in  the 
ftrrngth  of  the  fpiritual  meal  we  have  been  receivingi 
t^l  we  come  to  perfcftion ! 

Direct.  VI.  Endeavour  to  keep  up  the  lively  and  lad- 
ing impreiTion  of  the  vows  of  God  upon  you* 

,  CONSIDER  ferioufly  the  engagements  you  hare 
come  under  at  the  facrament :  You  have  done  like  the 
people  of  Judah  in  Nehcmiah's  time,  Neh.  x.  29.  who 
entered  into  a  curfe  and  an  oath  to  walk  in  God's  laW| 
and  to  obferve  and  do  all  the  commandments  of  the 
Lord.  It  is  a  folemn  oath,  and  a  fearful  imprecation 
you  come  under  at  the  Lord's  table,  to  be  faithful  fub- 
je£ls  and  fervants  to  Chrift  :  You  fwear  allegiance  to 
the  King  of  heaven,  over  the  broken  body  and  (bed 
blood  of  the  Lamb  of  God  :  You  imprecate  upon  your- 
felves,  that  a  cup  of  wrath  may  be  put  in  your  handsi 
inftead  of  the  cup  of  the  new  Teftament,  if  you  deal 
'.  fiilfly  with  God  in  his  covenant,  which  you  do  here  feal. 
Now,  if  you  perjure  yourfelves,  confider  the  hazard; 
you  incur  not  only  all  the  curfes  of  God's  law,  but  the 
fore  vengeance  of  his  gofpel  alfo  :  You  not~only  draw 
down  upon  you  the  wrath  of  a  jud  God,  but  like  wife 
the  wrath  of  a  merciful  Mediator :  And  whom  have 
you  to  interpofe  for  you,  if  he  be  againft  you  ? 

O  communicant,  if  thou  fhouldd,  like  Samfon,  break 
all  thefe  bands  afundcr,  and  venture  to  fetch  that  fa- 
crifice  away  from  the  altar,  which  thou  hadft  tied  to  ft 
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with  fuch  ftrong  cords  of  oaths,  vows,  and. covenants  ; 
mayft  thou  notexpeA  to  bring  fire  from  the  altar  along 
with  it,  that  will  confume  thee  ? 

fhcrc  arc  fonac  who  remember  their  vows  no.  longer 
than  the  facrament  lads  :  WhiJe  they  are  at  the  Lord's 
tabic,  they  have  perhs^s  fome  fenfe  of  their  obligations 
to  ferve  God  and  leave  (in ;  but,  when  they  rife  and  de- 
part from  the  table,  the  fenfe  of  thdr  engagements  de- 
parts from  them.  I  have  read  of  the  AbyfCnes,  that 
after  the  facrament  they  think  it  not  lawful  for  them  to 
fpit  that  day  till  the  fetting  of  the  fun.  This  is  fuper- 
fiition  in  them  ;  but  yet  their  fuperftition  will  rife  up  in 
judgment  againft  the  profane  carriage  of  many  after 
the  facrament.  Would  they  not  fpit  that  day  ?  What 
(hall  we  think  of  thofe  who  fo  foon  forget  their  vows, 
that  they  do  not  ftick  to  fpit  in  Chrift's  face  on  that 
very  day  they  eat  his  bread,  by  their  loofe  and  ungodly 
pra^^ices  afterwards  ? 

There  are  others  not  quite  fo  grofs,  that  will  lay 
themfelves  under  fome  reftrifiions  for  a  day  or  two  af- 
ter the  facrament ;  but  then,  alas,  they  drop  all  their 
engagements,  and  return  to  their  former  finful  liberties. 
Oh,  doth  the  facramental  covenant  bind  but  for  a  day 
or  two  ?  Doth  the  efficacy  of  that  folemn  ordinance 
laft  no  longer  with  you  ?  Is  not  the  bond  thereof  as 
ftrong  on  thy  confcience  the  next  month,  or  the  next 

J  ear,  as  the  very  day  thou  received  ?  The  facrament  of 
aptifm  is  but  once  adminiftered,  and  that  in  our  in- 
fancy ;  and  yet  we  own  that  the  baptifmal  vow  and 
covenant  doth  bind  to  the  day  of  our  death,  though 
we  (hould  live  an  hundred  .years.  Now,  is  it  not  the 
fame  covenant  and  vow  we  renew  at  the  Lord's  fupper, 
which  we  make  in  baptifm  ?  Why,  then,  (hould  not 
the  bond  in  this  facrament  be  as  binding  and  lafting  as 
in  the  other? 

of  communicant,  keep  up  always  upon  thy  fpirit  a 
fre(h  fenfe  of  thy  facrartiental  covenant ;  renew  tlie  im- 
preffions  thereof  every  morning  in  thy  fecrct  retire- 
ments, and  then  thou  wilt  be  in  better  cafe  to  beat  off 
all  temptations  to  apoitacy  through  tlie  day.      Say  ftill 
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to  terrptationsy  tempt  me  not  from  my  allegiance  and 
fidelity  :  The  vows  of  God  are  upon  me  fealed  at  the 
facrament,  and  recorded  in  Iheavcn  :  Not  one  of  mf 
fellow  communicantSf  bat  will  be  witnefles  for  God| 
th^t  they  faw  me  pcrfonally,  mnd  publicly  own  aiid  re- 
Tit^  my  covenant  with  him  :  ^nefefbre,  for  my  oath'f 
fake,  and  thofe  that  fat  with  mei  I  will  not  do  thi«  evil» 
and  fin  aeainft  God.  Shall  I  alienate  and  pollute  the 
heart  fo  iolemnly  devoted  to  God  ?  Shall  I  make  light 
of  my  oath,  turn  difloyal  to  my  Kingi  and  falfe  to  my 
God  ?  Shall  I  ever  be  fo  ingrate  or  perfidious,  as  for- 
get his  kindnefs  to  me,  or  my  vows  to  him  ?  Shall  he 
efcape  that  doth  fuch  things  ?  or»  (hall  he  break  theco* 
venant  and  be  delivered  ? 

Thou  haft  great  need  to  pray  that  God  may  fix  the 
lafting  impredlion  of  diy  vows  upon  thy  heart,  for  it  is 
naturally  deceitful,  prone  to  forget  God  and  gad  after 
the  vanities  of  time  Cry  with  the  Pfalmift,  Pfal.  cxiz. 
36  37.  *<  Incline  my  heart  unto  thy  teftimoniesi  and 
not  unto  covetoufrefs :  Turn  away  mine  eyes  from  be- 
holding vanity,  and  quicken  thou  me  in  thy  way.*'  Let 
me  never  be  fo  eager  upon  the  world,  as  to  forget  to 
retirfe  to  convcrfe  with  my  Saviour  :  Let  me  never  fo 
perplex  myfelf  with  worldly  bufinefs,  as  to  omit  to 
pray,  to  meditate,  to  read  and  fing  due  prailes  to  my 
God.  No,  no  ;  1  will  fay  to  the  world  and  all  time's 
things,  I  am  not  at  my  own  difpofal  :  **  I  have  fworn, 
and  will  perform,  that  1  will  keep  God's  righteous  judg- 
ments." O  how  deeply  am  1  obliged  to  him  that  has 
paid  my  debt  !  What  fhall  I  render  unto  the  Lord  ? 
Lord,  though  1  can  do  rK>thing  thai  is  fatisfaflory,  let 
me  do  fomething  gratulatory.  Chrift  gave  himfelf  a 
fin-clFering  for  me,  let  me  give  myfelf  a  thank-offering 
to  him.  let  me  offer  up  myfelf  a  living  facrifice  to  my 
Redeemer,  who  offered  up  himfelf  a  dying  fadtifice 
for  my  redemption. 
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Direct.  VII.  See  that  you  crucify,  Sin^  after  you 
have  been  feeing  Chriil  Crucified  fet  forth  before 
your  Eyes  in  the  Sacrament*  , 

HATH  fin  been  fo  cruel  as  to  put  to  death  the  Son 
of  God  ?  See  that  henceforth  you  have,  no  pity  upon 
the  murderer  of  Chrift  your  Saviour.  As  Saul  eyed 
David  to  kill  him^  fo  do  you  eye  *thofe  traitors,  your 
(ins,  from  this  day  forward  to  kill  and  deftroy  them. 
Never  correfpond  or  parley  with  tHem  any  more ;  ne- 
never  entertain  a  favourable  thought  of  them,  nor  give 
them  a  kind  look  again,  feeing  they  have  done  fo  horrid 
and  inexcttfable  a  deed. 

O communicant,  haft  thou  feen  Ghrift  ftruggling  to 
fatisfy  juftice  for  fin,  and  fave  thee  from  it ;  and,  will 
you  after  all  chufe  wilfully  to  walk  in  fin  ?  Will  you  not 
burn  the  fpear  that  pierced  him,  and  break  in  pieces  the 
nails  that  crucified  him  ?  Every  one  of  Chrift's  wounds 
is  a  mouth  opened  to  plead  for  your  wounding  and  kill- 
ing of  fin.  Had  you  feen  Chrift  wreftlitig  in  the  garden 
in  his  bloody  agony,  fweating  great  drops  of  blood,  ly- 
ing on  the  ground  ;  had  you  heard  him  utter  ihefe 
words,  *^  Father,  if  it  be  poffible,  let  this  cup  pafs  from 
me  :"  Had  you  feen  his  £du1  befet  on  all  hands  by  your 
bloody  fins,  and  even  brought  to  a  nonplus,  John  xii. 
27.  when  he  know  not  (to  fpeak  with  reverence)  well 
what  to  fay  \  had  you  feen  him  bound,  led  and  nailed 
to  the  crofsy  with  a  black  angry  cloud  upon  his  foui, 
crying  out,  "  My  God,  my  God,  why  haft  thou  forfaken 
me  ?"  Would  you  not  have  vowed  a  revenge  upon  fin  ?  - 
O  could  you  have  loved  or  hugged. tlie  f«)ldier,  or  been 
fond  oi  the  fpear  that  pierced  his  blcfled  fide  ?  Well,  O 
communicant,  this  thou  doft,  when  thou  huggeft  thy 
fins,  and  efpecially  when  thou  entcrtaineft  thy  predo* 
minant  luft  or  darling  fin  :  Your  other  fins  arc  as'  the 
nails  in  his  hands  and  feet;  but  this  as  the  fpear  that  made 
a  great  wound  in  his  fide,  and  went  nearer  his  heart  than 
any  of  the  reft. 

Oh,  never  fuffcr  fin  to  live  any  more  in  you,  that 
would  not  fuffcr  your  Saviour  to  live  in  the  world  j  ne- 
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▼er  allow  that  a  room  b  your  heart,  wluch  would  not 
allow  him  a  room  amongft  the  lining  oo  earth*  O  be- 
ware of  cmcifymg  Chrtft  afreib.  Never  diljpate  any 
more,  >vhen  a  temptation  it  prefeated,  whether  Chrift 
€>r  Barabbas  (hould  be  preferred ;  your  lufts  denied,  or 
Chrift  crucified:  But  prefently  cry  out  againft  your  lofb, 
**  Crucify  them,  crucify  them.**  Have  you  iieen  God  tak- 
ing off  your  former  burdens,  and  laying  diem  upon  the 
back  of  his  dear  Son,  who  wiUingly  took  them  on  for 
you,  though  they  prefled  him  down  to  the  earth  ?  0 
then,  go  not  to  lay  any  more  loads  upon  him.  Hadi  he 
taken  you  and  wa(hed  you  from  your  fins  in  his  own 
blood  ?  O  do  not  return  with  the  fow  that  b  waibed 
to  her  wallowing  in  the  mire.  Hath  the  Lord  been 
gracioufly  fealing  the  pardon  of  your  fins  I  Go  not  to 
turn  his  grace  into  wantonoeis,  by  venturing  to  nm  on 
in  a  new  (core.  If  you  have  waibed  your  feet  in 
the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  O  beware  of  defiling  diem 
again. 

Direct.  VIII.  Walk  always  under  the  fenfe  of  God's 
all- feeing  Eye  upon  you  in  every  thing  you  do. 

A  HOLY  and  circumfpcd  walk  is  what  crery  com- 
municant (hould  endeavour,  efpecially  after  the  facra- 
ment  \  this  would  tend,  not  only  to  your  own  peace 
and  comfort,  but  alfo  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  pro- 
moting of  his  intereft  and  kingdom  in  the  world.  Were 
your  lives  tender,  circumfpefi,  and  (hining  in  holinefs 
before  the  world,  there  would  be  little  need  of  miracles 
to  confirm  the  word,  or  convert  infidels  ;  for  your  con- 
verfations  would  allure  ftrangers,  and  mightily  recom- 
mend religion  unto  them  ;  fo  that  they  might  thereby 
be  drawn  to  feck  acquaintance  with  the  God  of  holy 
communicants,  as  Nebuchadnezzar  was  with  the  God 
of  Daniel :  and  thus  you  would  be  inliruments  of  turri- 
ing  many  to  righteoufnefs,  and  fo  (hine  as  the  ftars  for 
ever  and  ever. 

Now,  if  you  would  (hine  in  a  holy  walk  and  exem- 
plary converfation,  then  you  muft,  like  Caleb,  "  walk  af- 
ter God/'  Num.  xiv.  24.  you  mult  imitate  him  in  hLs 

holinefs 
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holinefs  and  purity.  Ag^Ui*  you  mud  like  Enoch,  ivaH 
nvith  Gody  Geir.  v.  22.  live  ip  communion  a;id  fellow- 
{hip  with  him*  And  th^n,  you  mud,  like  Abraham* 
'walh  before  God^  Gen.  xvii.  i..  live  and  carry  as  thofe 
\vho  believe  he  hath  a  fpecial  eye  upon  you  in  all  that 
you  do.  And  when  you  go  about  any  aAion  or  bufi* 
nefs,  fpirieual  or  temporal,  fay  to  your  fouls,  **  I  have  a 
watchful  eye  over  me,  that  pierceth  into  all  my  thoughte, 
that  difcovers  the  principles  from  which  I  am  adled,  and 
the  ends  to  which  I  move :  Let  me  ad  then,  4s  one 
that  ftill  believes  this,  as  one  that  mufl:  {lK>rtly  be  ac- 
countable to  God  for  all  I  do,  and  I  know  not  how 
foon."  Or,  fay  to  this  purpofe,  "  Now  I  am  goin^  a- 
bout  fuch  a  buGnefs,  fuch  a  duty  ;  and,  if  Chrill  ihall 
fend  for  me  at  the  end  of  it,  what  account  will  I  be  able 
to  give  of  my  management  to  him  ?  What  do  I  know, 
but  at  the  end  of  this  duty  I  may  either  be  in  Abraham*^ 
bofom,  or  in  a  gulf  of  mifery  ?" 

Walk  now  in  all  your  fteps,  as  if  you  faw  Qirlll  cru- 
cified before  you,  breathing  forth  his  dying  love  to  loft 
finners,  and  pouring  out  his  blood  to  cleanfe  them  from 
(in.  Would  not  that  be  a  great  aw- band  upon  you,  to 
reftrain  you  from  fin  ?  Walk  now,  as  a  damned  foul 
would  walk,  were  he  again  to  live  under  ther  offers  of 
mercy:  How  diligently,  (think  you)  would  he  obey, 
how  fervently  would  he  pray,  and  how  peremptorily 
would  he  reje£l  all  temptations  to  fin  ?  So  ought  every 
fincere  communicant  to  do,  that  intends  to  pleafe  God 
and  walk  worthy  of  the  vocation  wherewith  he  is  called. 

Direct.  IX.   Endeavour  to  walk  cheerfully  and  con- 
tentedly under  every  lot  and  condition. 

YOU  may  look  for  trials  and  difficulties  while  you 
fojourn  in  this  world  :  But,  in  midft  of  all,  you  (hould 
aim  to  be  much  in  the  eunuch's  fram^  after  the  feal  of 
baptifm,  A£ls  viii.  35^.  who  "  went  on  his  way  rejoic- 
ing." Have  you  got  the  feal  of  God*s  covenant  i  Then, 
whatever  your  afHidions  be,  you  cannot  but  have  a  re- 
viving cordial^  for  your  fins  are  pardoned.     Let  not 

worthy 
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worthy  communicants  Cy  they  are  fick,  when  thtir  ini* 
quitics  are  forgiven  them.  Should  they  walk  dcjecicd" 
ly,  who  have  got  an  intercft  in  the  new  covcnarrt  f.  lur 
cd,  and  all  the  promifes  and  privileges  of  it  ratified  and 
confirmed  to  them  ?  For,  what  do  they  w«)nr«  but  i  to 
be  h  .d  here  ?  Whatfov  vcr  is  a  bleffing  is  fecured  here, 
eithtrr  farf^ified  riches,  or  a  contented  poverty. 

A  worthy  communicant  may  fay^  Let  God  do  with 
me  as  he  will  in  this  world,  1  defire  to  be  content,  fce- 
kip:  i'e  hath  engaged  himfelf  to  be  with  me  in  all  ftatcs 
and  conditions,  and  to  order  all  things  for  my  advan- 
tage :  Surely  **  he  cannot  lie,  he  Ciinnot  deny  himfelf;** 
all  his  words  are  oatha  for  their  certainty^  and  all  his 
protrifes  "  the  fure  mercies  of  David.**  Letmy  cove- 
nanted God  chufe  out  my  lot  for  me,  furely  it  (hall  be 
with  more  wifdom  and  with  more  affeftion  than  I  can 
eliufe  for  myfdf.  He  whom  Almighty  wifdom  and 
goodnefs  t.  ke-^  a  fatherly  care  of,  and  hath  cngaged^tp 
feed,  cannot  but  have  enough.  If  Chrift  be  mine,  all 
things  are  mine  5  nothing  is  excluded,  where  he  is  in- 
cluded. 

Direct.  X.    Delight  in  the  company  of  the  People  of 
God. 

SHAKE  off  all  ungodly  fociety,  and  have  your  hearts 
linked  to  all  thofc  that  btar  Chrift's  ima^e.  Set  the 
Pfalmift's  example  before  youi  eycs  in  this  matter,  Pfal. 
cxix.  115  "  Depart  from  me,  ye  evil  doers,  for  I  will 
keep  the  commandments  of  my  God  "  And  verfe  63. 
*'  1  am  a  companion  of  ail  them  that  fear  thee,  and  of 
them  that  keep  thy  precepts.  It  is  a  true  faying  of  So- 
lomon's, Prov.  xiii.  20.  '*  He  that  walkcth  with  wife 
men,  (hall  be  wife ;  but  a  companion  of  fools  (hall  be 
deftioyed. '  Make  the  livelieft  of  God's  people  your 
greateft  intimates,  ai^d  upon  all  occahons  improve  their 
fcllowfliip  to  the  beft  advantage.  Beware  of  the  cooling 
of  your  afiFeflions  to  the  people  of  God  ;  but  let  that 
divine  fei.tcnce  ftill  run  in  your  nrinds,  1  John  iv.  11. 
*'  Beloved,  if  God  fo  loved  us,  we  ought  alfo  to  love  one 
another."     Let  the  love  of  God,  miinifefted  to  you  at 
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the  facramcnt  engage  you  to  carry  lovingly  and  a(Fe£%ion« 
ately  to  all  his  people.  Henceforth  behave  yourfelves  as 
fervants  of  the  fame  family,  branches  of  the  fame  vine, 
members  of  the  fame  body,  and  children  of  the  fame 
Father.  .^ 

Direct.  XI.  Study  to  fliine  in  the  graces  of  Meek- 
nefs,  PatiencCi  and  Forgivenefs  of  Injuries* 

THIS  is  the  way  to  make  you  like  your  glorious  Re- 
deemer and  Pattern  ;  and  this  is  the  way  to  adorn  die 
profcflion  of  religion,  and  to  make  it  amiable  in  the  eyes 
of  (Ir^ngers.  And  furely  all  tfaofe  who  have  been  (har^ 
ers  of  God's  infinite  mercy  and  goodnefs  in  the  facra- 
ment,  will  come  away  from  it  with  a  difpofition  to  bear 
injuries,  and  a  readinefs  tQ  forgive  thofe  that  do  them 
wrong. 

Direct.  XIL  Labour  to  keep  up  conftant  longings 
for  Communion- Occafions  here  beloW|  and  for  the 
eternal  Supper  of  the  Lamb  above. 

SURELY  thofe  who  have  met  with  Chriftin  this 
ordinance  will  be  breathing  for  further  difcovcries  dF 
his  fweetnefb  and  beauty.  You  ought  to  be  faying, 
like  Mofes,  when  he  came  down  from  the  mount,  **  I 
befeech  thee.  Lord,  (hew  me  thy  glory  :*'  Let  me  have 
new  manifeftations  of  thy  excellency,  frefh  intimations 
of  thy  love,,  and  clearer  difcoveries  of  thy  will.  Oh, 
when  will  the  opportunity  return  i  When  (hall  I  come 
and  appt^ar  before  God  ?  When  fliall  I  again  fee  his 
power  and  glory  in  tke  fan£tuary  ?  *  When  (hall  I  tafte 
his  love  and  goodnefs  again  in  the  facrament  ?  Whea 
(hall  I  again  behold  hib  well  covered  table,  fit  down 
thereat  with  his  children,  and  be  fatiiified  as  with  mar- 
row and  fatnefe  ? 

But  feeing  this  lower  table  is  tranficnt  and  uncertain, 
look  for  one  to  come  which  is  fixed  and  abiding.  "  Yet 
a  little  while,  (faith  Chrift)  and  I  will  fee  you  again, 
and  I  will  come  and  receive  you  to  myfelf."    O  believer. 


TOiir  lovdjr  Imdlegrpom  will  keep  Jbia  word  and  lib  izff 
,  Ac  win  come  and  marry  you  to  himfelf  for  ever :  There- 
fore ever  ftand  upon  tbe  watch-tower,  wiibfully  looldng 
for  his  appearance  \  ntfter  flack  thy  watch,  nor  let  diy 
operation  cool,  till  he  come  and  take  thee  home  to 
himfelf,  and  fet  you  down  at  the  higKer  table,  where  he 
jDiiall  for  ever  lay  afide  lug  vail,  and  hb  amiable  coun- 
tenance nerer  more  be  clouded  with  frowns ;  where 
you  iliall  not  have  a  (acramental  but  a  beadfical  vifion  \ 
wrhere  you  (halfnot  remember  him,  but  behold  him  as 
lie  is ;  where  you  fliail  feed  on  him  without  figns,  and 
lee  him  without  a  vail  \  where  all  your  forrowsthall  be 
ttnmed  into  joys,  whcre,for  every  reproach  you  met  ^ith 
in  God's  fervice,  you  (hall  reap  eternal  honour ;  for  eve- 
ry hour  of  forrow,  you  (hall  .enjoy  endlefs  ages  of  com- 
fort*   ''  Make  hafte,  my  beloved,  let  the  day  break  and 
the  ihadowa  fly  away.     Even  (b^  Lons^Jefus^y  come 
^ickly.**    Take  me  to  that  place  where  myfteries  (hall 
be  turned  into  revelations,  faith  into'  viCon^  hope  into 
fruition,  efpoufals  into  embraces,  forrowful  (ighs  into 
nuptial  fongs,  drops  of '.tears  into  rivers  of  pleafures, 
tranfient  glances  into  the  radiant  and  diredl  beams  of 
the  fun  of  righteoufnefs,  (bort  taftes  into  everlafti^g 
feafting  and  fulnefs*    How  fmall  are  the  comforts  of 
the  lower  table,  if  compared  with  thefe  of  the  higher 
table?     How  dark  are  the  difcov^ries  believers  have 
.  ))ere,  if  compared  with  thefe  bright  manifeftationa  a- 
bove  ?     But,  becaufe  I  have  infilled  on  this  head  form- 
erly, I  (hall  add  no  more  here  upon  it ;  but  wiih  that 
we  may  come  at  length  experimentally  to  know  the  dif* 
ference,  to  our  everlafting  comfort.    . 
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